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CHAPTER  I V  ' 


$  I.  TAtf  rebels  are  totally  defeated  at  Culloden.     $  II,  The 

.  Dz/i^  o/]  Cumberland  takes  possession  of  Inverness^  and 
afterwards  encamps  at  Fort  Augustus*  §  III.  The 
Prince  Pretender  escapes  to  France*  $  IV*  Convulsion 
in  the  ministry*  §  V.  liberality  of  the  Commons*  $  VI. 
Trial  of  the  Rebels*  Kilmarnock^  BalmerinOy  Lovaty  and 
Mr.  Ratcliffy  are  baheaded  on  Tower  hill*  §  VII-  The 
States  General  alarmed  at  the  progress  of  the  French  in 
the  Netherlands*  $  VIII.  Count  Saxe  subdues  all  Flan* 
derSy  Brabant^  and  Hainault*  $  IXi^  Reduces  the  strong 
fortress  of  Namur^  and  defeats  the"  allied  army  at  Ran* 
coux*  $  X.  The  French  and  Spaniards  are  compelled  to 
abandon  Piedmont  and  the  Milanese*  $  XI.  Don  Philip 
is  worsted  at  CodognOy  and  afterwards  at  Porto  Freddo. 
$  XII.  The  Austrians  take  possession  of  Genoa.  Count 
Brown  penetrates  into  Provence*  $  XIII.  The  Genoese 
expel  the  Austrians  from  their  city.  §  XIV.  Madras  in 
the  East  Indies  taken  by  the  French.  $  XV.  Expedition 
to  the  coast  zf  B'retagne^  and  attempt  upon  Port  V Orient. 
.  §  XVI.  Naval  transactions  in  the  West  Indies*  Confer- 
X  ences  at  Breda.     $  XVII.    Vast  supplies  granted  by  the 

.  Commons  of  England.  §  XVIII.  Parliament  dissolved. 
§  XIX.  The  French  and  allies  take  the  field  in  Flanders* 
$  XX.   Prince  of  Orange  elected  Stadtholder^  Captain 

.    Generaly  and  Adrftiral  of  the  United  Provinces.     $  XXI. 

•  t  The  Confederates  defeated  at  Lajfeldt*     §  XXII.  Siege 
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of  Bergen^op'Zoom*  $  XXIIL  The  Auitriana  under* 
take  the  siege  of  Genoa^  which^  however^  they  abandoru 
$  XXIV.  The  Chevalier  de  Belkisie  slain  in  the  attack 
of  Exilles*  $  XXV.  A  French  squadron  defeated  and 
tdiai  By  ihe  Admirals  ^AA^A  Und  WdrfeH.  $  XXYI. 
Admiral  Hawke  obtqilis  ^cpktker  victory  over  the  French 
at  sea.  $  XXVI(.*QJ^r  ^jkspa/  transactions.  $  XXVIII* 
Congi  -         -     —       — 

of  the 

•  Preparatibin 
$    XXXI.*  Setgdof^  'Jklqestricht.     Cessation    of   arms. 

^  XXXII*   TranaactfyAs  in  the  East  and  West  IntRes. 

$    XXXIII.    ConcTusion    of  the    Definitive   treaty  at 

AiX'la-Chapelle. 

$  I.  IN  tKe  beginning  of  April,  the  duke  of  Cum^ 
betiand  began  hi^  march  from  Aberdeen,  and  on  the  twelfth 
passed  the  deep  and  rapid  river  Spey,  without  opposition 
iVom  the  rebels,  though  a  detachment  of  them  appeared  on 
the  oppcr^e  side.  Why  they  did  not  dispute  the  passage  is 
n6t  ea^y  to  be  conceive-d :  bat,  indeed,  from  this  instance 
of  heglect,  d^nd  their  subsequent  conduct,  we  may  conclude 
i£hey  were  under  a  total  infatuation.  His  royal  highness 
proceeded  to  Nairn,  where  he  received  intelligence,  that  the 
dtiemy  had  advanced  from  Inverness  to  CuIIoden,  adbout  the 
distance  of  nine  miles  froih'  the  roysil  army,  with  Intention 
fo  give  him  battle.  The  design  of  Charles  was  to  march  in 
the  night  from  CuUoden,  and  surprise  the  duke's  arm^  at 
daybreak :  for  this  purpose  the  English  camp  had  been 
reconnoitred ;  and  on  the  night  of  the  fifteenth  the  High- 
land army  began  to  march  in  two  columns.  Their  design 
was  to  surround  the  enemy,  and  attack  them  at  once  on  all 
quarters :  but  the  length  of  the  columns  embarrassed  th^ 
tti^rch,  so  that  the  army  was  obliged  lo  <nake  mainy  hahs : 
the  men  bad  been  under  arms  during  the  whole  preceding 
night,  were  faint  with  hunger  and  fatigue,  and  many  of 
them  overpowered  with  sleep.  Some  were  unable  to  pro- 
ceed ;  others  dropped  off  unperceived  in  the  dark ;  and  the 
>narch  was  retarded  in  such  a  manner,  that  it  would  have 
been  impossible  tp  reach  the  dukc^s  camp  before  sunrise. 
Ilie  design  being  thus   frustrated,   the  prince    pretender 
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was  with  great  reluctance:  prevailed  upon  by  hit  genet'al 
offidera  to  measure  l^ack  his  way  to  Culloden  t  M  which  place 
he  bad  no  socmer  arrived^  than  great  numbers  of  "his  fol- 
l«Fwers  dispersed  in  quest  of  provision ;  and  many,  over- 
come  with  weariness  and  sleep,  threw  Chem^elves  down  6n 
the  heath,  and  along  the  park  walls.  Their  repose,  how- 
ever, was  soon  interrupted  in  a  very  disagreeable  manner. 
Their  prince  receiving  intelligence  that  his  enemies  were  in 
full  march  to  attack  him,  resolved  to  hazard  an  engagement, 
and  ordered  his  troops  to  be  formed  for  that  purpose.  On 
the  sixteenth  day  of  April,  the  duke  of  Cumberland  having 
rbade  the  proper  dispositions,  decamped  from  Nairn  early 
in  the  morning,  and  after  a  march  of  nine  miles  perceived 
the  Highlanders  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle,  to  the  number 
of  four  thousand  men,  in  thirteen  divisions,  supplied  with 
some  pieces  of  artillery.  The  royal  army,  which  was  much 
more  nitmerons,  the  duke  immediately  formed  iiito  three 
lines,  disposed  in  excellent  order ;  and  about  one  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon  the  cannonading  began.  The  artillery  of  the 
rebels  was  ill  served,  and  did  very  little  execution  ;  but  that 
of  the  king's  troops  made  dreadful  havoc  among  the  ene- 
my. Impatient  of  this  fire,  their  front  line  advanced  to  the 
attack,  and  about  five  hundred  of  the  clans  charged  the 
duke's  left  wing  with  their  usual  impetuosity.  One  regi- 
ment was  disordered  by  the  weight  of  this  column ;  but 
two  battalions  advancing  from  the  second  line,  sustained  the 
first,  and  soon  put  a  stop  to  their  career,  by  a  severe  fire^ 
that  killed  a  great  number.  At  the  same  time,  the  dra- 
goons under  Hawley,  and  the  Arg}'leshire  militia  pulled 
down  a  park  wall  that  covered  their  right  flank,  and  the 
cavalry  falling  in  among  the  rebels  sword  in  hand,  completed 
their  confusion.  The  French  picquets  on  their  left,  covered 
the  retreat  of  the  Highlanders  by  a  close  and  regular  fire ; 
and  then  retired  to  Inverness,  where  they  surrendered 
thenvselves  prisoners  of  war.  An  entire  body  of  the  rebels 
marched  off  the  fi^ld  in  order,  with  their  pipes  playing,  and 
the  pretender's  standard  displayed ;  the  rest  were  routed 
with  great  slaughter ;  and  their  prince  was^  with  reluctance 
prevailed  ilipon  to  retire.  In  less  than  thirty  minutes  they 
were  totally  defeated,  and  the  field  covered  with  the  slain. 
The  road,  as  far  as   Inverness,    was  strewed  with  dead 
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bodies ;  and  a  great  number  of  people,  who  from  motives 
of  curiosity,  had  come  to  see  the  battle,  were  sacrificed  to 
the  undistinguishing  vengeance  of  the  victors.  Twelve 
hundred  rebels  were  slain  or  wounded  on  the  field,  and  in 
the  pursuit.  The  earl  of  Kilmarnock  was  taken  ;  and  in  a 
few  days  lord  Balmerino  surrendered  to  a  country  gentle* 
man,  at  whose  house  he  presented  himself  for  this  purpose. 
The  glory  of  the  victory  was  sullied  by  the  barbarity  of  the 
soldiers*  They  had  been  provoked  by  their  former  dis- 
graces to  the  most  savage  thirst  of  revenge.  Not  contented 

'  with  the  blood  which  was  so  profusely  shed  in  the  heat  of 
action,  they  traversed  the  field  after  the  battle,  and 
massacred  those  miserable  wretches  who  lay  maimed  and 
expiring :  nay,  some  officers  acted  a  part  in  this  cruel  scene 
of  assassiuation,  the  triumph  of  low  illiberal  minds,  unin- 
spired by  sentiaient,  untinctured  by  humanity.  The  van- 
quished adventurer  rode  off  the  field,  accompanied  by  the 
duke  of  Perth,  lord  Elcho,  and  a  few  horsemen ;  he  crossed 
the  water  of  Nairn,  and  retired  to  the  house  of  a  gentleman 
in  Struttharick,   where  he  conferred  with  old  lord  Lovat ; 

.  then  he  dismissed  his  followers,  and  wandered  about,  a 
wretched  and  solitary  fugitive,  among  the  isles  and  moun* 
tains  for  the  space  of  five  months,  during  which  he  under- 
went such  a  series  of  dangers,  hardships,  and  misery,  as  no 
other  person  ever  outlived.  Thus,  in  one  short  hour,  all 
his  hope  vanished,  and  the  rebellion  was  entirely  extin- 
guished. One  would  almost  imagine,  the  conductors  of 
this  desperate  enterprise  had  conspired  their  own  destruc- 
tion, as  they  certainly  neglected  every  step  that  might  havQ 
contributed  to  their  safety  or  success.  They  might  have 
opposed  the  duke  of  Cumberland  at  the  passage  of  the  Spey  ; 
they  might,  by  proper  conduct,  have  afterwards  attacked  his 
camp  in  the  night,  with  a  good  prospect  of  success*  As  they 
were  greatly  inferior  to  him  in  number,  and  weakened  with 
hunger  and  fatigue,  they  might  have  retired  to  the  hills  and 
fastnesses,  where  they  would  have  found  plenty  of  live  cat- 
tle for  provision,  recruited  their  regiments,  and  been  joined 
by  a  strong  reinforcement,  which  was  actually  in  full  march 
to  their  assistance.  But  they  were  distracted  by  dissen- 
sions and  jealousies  :  they  obeyed  the  dictates  of  despair^ 
and  wilfully  devoted  themselves  to  ruin  and  death.    When 


1746.  '    CEbRGEH.  y 

the  news  of  the  battle  arrived  in  England,  the  nation  was 
transported  with  joy,  and  extolled  the  duke  of  Cumberland 
as  a  hero  and  deliverer.  Both  houses  of  parliament  con- 
gratulated his  majesty  on  the  auspicious  event.  They 
decreed,  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  their  public  thanks  to 
his  royal  highness,  which  were  transmitted  to  him  by  the 
speakers ;  and  the  commons,  by  bill,  added  five-and-twenty 
thousand  pounds  per  annum  to  his  former  revenue. 

$  II.  Immediately  after  the  decisive  action  at  CuUo- 
den,  the  duke  took  possession  of  Inverness,  where  six-and- 
thirty  deserters,  convicted  by  a  court  ipartial,  were  ordered 
to  be  executed ;  then  he  detached  several  parties  to  ravage 
the  country.  One  of  these  apprehended  the  lady  Macin- 
tosh, who  was  sent  prisoner  to  Inverness.  They  did  not 
plunder  her  house,  but  drove  away  her  cattle,  though  her 
husband  was  actually  in  the  service  of  government.  The 
castle  of  lord  Lovat  was  destroyed.  The  French  prison- 
ers were  sent  to  Carlisle  and  Penrith :  Kilmarnock,  Bal- 
merino,  Cromartie,  and  his  son  the  lord  Macleod,  were 
conveyed  by  sea  to  Lotidon  ;  and  those  of  an  inferior  rank 
were  confined  in  different  prisons.  The  marquis  of  TuUi- 
bardine,  together  with  a  brother  of  the  earl  of  Dunmore 
were  seized,  and  transported  to  the  Tower  of  London,  to 
which  the  earl  of  Traquire  had  been  committed  on  suspi- 
cion :  in  a  few  months  after  the  battle  of  Culloden,  Mur- 
ray, the  pretender's  secretary,  was  apprehended ;  and  the 
eldest  son  of  lord  Lovat,  having  surrendered  himself,  was 
imprisoned  in  the  castle  of  Edinburgh.  In  a  word,  all  the 
gaols  of  Great  Britain,  from  the  capital  northwards,  were 
filled  with  those  unfortunate  captives ;  and  great  numbers 
of  them  were  crowded  together  in.  the  holds  of  ships,  where 
they  perished  in  the  most  deplorable  manner,  for  want  of 
necessaries,  air,  and  exercise.  Some  rebel  chiefs  escaped  in 
two  French  frigates,  which  had  arrived  on  the  coast  of 
Lochaber  about  the  end  of  April,  and  engaged  three  ves^ 
sels  belonging  to  his  Britannic  majesty,*  which  they  obliged 
to  retire.  Others  embarked  on  board  of  a  ship  on  the  coast 
of  Buchan ;  and  were  conveyed  to  Norway,  from  thence 
they  travelled  to  Sweden.  In  the  month  of  May,  the  duke 
q{  Cumberland  advanced  with  the  army  into  the  Highlands, 
as  far  as  Fort  Augustus^  where  he  eAcainped «  9nd  sent  off 
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detachments  on  aU  hands,  to  hunt  down  the  fugitives,  and 
lay  waste  the  country  with  fire  and  sword.  The  cas* 
ties  of  Glengary  and  Lochiel  were  plundered  and  burned : 
every  house,  hut,  or  habitation,  met  with  the  same  fate, 
without  distinction ;  all  the  cattle  and  provision  were  car- 
ried off:  the  men  were  either  shot  upon  the  mountains,  like 
wild  beasts,  or  put  to  death  in  cold  blood,  without  form  of 
trial:  the  women,  after  having  seen  their  husbands  and 
fathers  murdered,  were  subjected  to  brutal  violation^  and 
then  turned  out  naked,  with  their  children,  to  starve  on  this 
barron  heaths*  One  whole  family  was  enclosed  in  a  bam« 
and  consumed  to  ashes.  Those  ministers  of  vengeance 
were  so  alert  in  the  execution  of  their  office,  that  in  a  few 
days  there  was  neither  house,  cottage;,  man,  nor  beast,  to 
be  seen  in  the  compass  of  fifty  miles :  all  was  ruin,  silence^ 
and  desolation. 

$  III.  The  humane  reader  cannot  reflect  upon  such  a 
scene  without  grief  and  horror :  what  then  must  have  been 
the  sensation  of  the  fugitive  prince,  when  he  beheld  these 
spectacles  of  woe,  the  dismal  fruit  ef  his  ambition  ?  He  wa< 
now  surrounded  by  armed  troops,  that  chased  him  from 
hill  to  dale,  from  rock  to  cavern,  and  from  shore  to  shore. 
Sometimes  he  lurked  in  caves  and  cottages,  without  attend- 
ants, or  any  other  support  but  that  which  the  poorest  pea- 
sant could  supply.  Sometimes  he  was  rowed  in  fisher  boatt 
from  isle  to  isle,  among  the  Hebrides,  and  often  in  sight  of 
his  pursuers.  For  some  days  he  appeared  in  women^s 
attire,  and  even  passed  through  the  midst  of  his  enemies 
unknown.  But,  notwithstanding  his  disguise  was  dis* 
covered,  he  assumed  the  habit  of  a  travelling  mountaineer, 
and  wandered  about  among  the  woods  and  heaths,  with  a 
matted  beard  and  squalled  looks,  exposed  to  hunger,  thirst, 
and  weariness,  and  in  continual  danger  of  being  appre- 
hended. He  was  obliged  to  trust  his  life  to  the  fidelity  of 
above  fifty  individuals,  and  many  of  these  were  in  the  low- 
est paths  of  fortune.  They  knew  that  a  price  of  thirty 
thousand  pounds  was  set  upon  his  head ;  and  that,  by 
betraying  him,  they  should  enjoy  wealth  and  affluence :  but 
they  detested  the  thought  of  obtaining  riches  on  such  infa- 
mous terms,  and  ministered  to  his  necessities,  wHh  the 
utmost  zeal  and  fidelity,  even  at  the  hazard  of  their  own 
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destruction*  In  the  course  of  these  ptrtgiinutionB^  he  ww 
more  than  once  hemmed  in  by  his  pursuers,  in  such  a  mail* 
ner  as  seemed  to  preclude  all  possibility  of  escaping :  yet  he 
was  never  abandoned  by  his  hope  and  recollection  :  he  still 
'foiuid  some  expedient  that  saved  him  from  captivity  and 
death;  and  through  the  whole  course  of  his  distresses 
maintained  the  most  amazing  equanimity  and  good  humour. 
At  length  a  privateer  of  St*  Malo,  hired  by  the  young 
Sheridan  and  some  other  Irish  adherents,  arrived  in  Loch* 
nannach ;  and  on  the  twentieth  day  of  September,  ^this 
unfortunate  prince  embarked  in  the  habit  which  he  wore 
for  disguise.  His  eye  was  hollow,  his  visage  wan,  and  his 
constitution  greatly  impaired  by  famine  and  fatigue.  He 
was  accompanied  by  Cameron  of  Lochiel,  and  his  brother, 
with  a  few  other  exiles.  They  set  sail  for  France,  and 
after  having  passed  unseen,  by  means  of  a  thick  fog,  through 
a  British  squadron  commanded  by  admiral  Lestock,  and 
,  been  chased  by  two  English  ships  of  war,  arrived  in  safety 
at  Roseau,  near  Morlaix,  in  Bretagne.  Perhaps  he  would 
have  found  it  still  more  difficult  to  escape,  had  not  the  vig* 
ilance  and  eagerness  of  the  government  been  relaxed,  in  con* 
sequence  of  a  report,  that  he  had  already  fallen  among  some 
persons  that  were  slain  by  a  volley  from  one  of  the  duke's 
detachments. 

$  IV.  Having  thus  explained  the  rise,  progress,  and 
extinction  of  the  rebellion,  it  will  be  necessary  to  take  a 
retrospective  view  of  the  proceedings  in  parliament.  The 
necessary  steps  being  taken  for  quieting  the  intestine  com** 
motions  of  the  kingdom,  the  two  houses  began  to  convert 
their  attention  to  the  affairs  of  the  continent.  On  the  four- 
teenth day  of  January,  the  king  repaired  to  the  bouse  of 
peers,  and  in  a  speech  from  the  throne  gave  hitf  parliament 
to  understand,  that  the  states  general  had  made  pressing 
instances  for  his  assistance  in  the  present  conjuncture,  when 
they  were  in  such  danger  of  being  oppressed  by  the  power 
of  France  in  the  Netherlands ;  that  he  had  promised  to 
coopeiate  with  them  towards  opposing  the  further  progress 
of^  their  enemies ;  and  even  concerted  measures  for  that 
purpose*  He  declared  it  wa»  with  regret  that  be  asked 
any  further  aids  of  his  people :  he  exhorted  them  to  watch 
ever  the  public  credit ;  and  expressed  his  entire  dependence 
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on  their  eeal  and  unanimity.  He  wa»  favoured  with  loyid 
addresses,  couched  in  the. warmest  terms  of  duty  and  affiec* 
.tion :  but  the  supplies  were  retarded  by  new  convulsions  in 
the  ministry.  The  earl  of  Granville  had  made  an  effort  to 
retrieve  his  influence  in  the  •  cabinet,  and '  his  sovereign 
favoured  his  peretcnsions.  The  two  brothers,  who  knew 
his  aspiring  genius,  and  dreaded  his  superior  talents,  refu- 
sed to  admit  such  a  colleage.  into  the  administration :  they 
even,  resolved  to  strengthen  the  party,  by  introducing  fresh 
auxiliaries  into  the  office  of  state.  Some  of  these  were 
'personally  disagreeable  to  his  majesty,  who  accordingly 
rejected  the  suit  by  which  they  were  recommended*  The 
duke  of  Newcastle  and  his  brother,  with  all  their  adherents, 
immediately  resigned  their  employments.  The  earl  of 
Granville  was  appointed  secretary  of  state,  and  resumed 
the  reins  of  administration  :  but,  finding  himself  unequal  to 
the  accumulated  opposition  that  preponderated  against  him; 
foreseeing  that  he  should  not  be  able  to  secure  the  supplies 
in  parliament ;  and  dreading  the  consequences  of  that  con* 
itision  which  his  restoration  had  already  produced,  he,  in 
three  days,  voluntarily  quitted  the  helm ;  and  his  majesty 
acquiesced  in  the  measures  proposed  by  the  opposite  party. 
The  seals  were  redelivered  to  the  duke  of  Newcastle  and 
the  earl  of  Harrington :  Mr.  Pelham,  and  all  the  rest  who 
.had. resigned,  were  reinstated  in  their  respective  employ- 
pients ;  and  offices  were  conferred  on  several  individuals 
who  had  never  before  been  in  the  service  of  the  government. 
William  Pitt,  esq.  was  appointed  vice-treasurer  of  Ireland, 
and  soon  promoted  to  the  place  of  paymaster  general  of  the 
forces ;  at  the  same  time  the  king  declared  him  a  privy 
counsellor.  This  gentleman  had  been  originally  designed 
•fpr.the  army,  in  which  he  actually  bore  a  commission  ;  but 
fate  reserved  him  a  more  important  station.  In  point  of 
fortune  he  was  barely  qualified  to  be  elected  member  of 
parliaijipnt,  when  he  obtained  a  seat  in  the  house  of  com- 
mons, wjiere  he  soon  outshone  all  his  compatriots.  He 
displayed  a  surprising  extent  and  precision  of  p.olitical 
knowledge,  an  irresistible  energy  of  argument,  and  suck 
power  of  elocution,  as  struck  his  hearers  with  astonishment 
|ind  admiration.  It  flashed  like  the  lightning  of  heaven 
fi j^ai|)Bt  th$  rainisters  and  sons  of  corruption,  blasting  wht>rt 


it  smote,^  and  witharidg' the -nerves  oi  o^^ositiM:  b«|t'  hh 
more  substantial  praise  was  founded  .tx|»on  his  disinterested 
integrity,  his  incorruptiUe .  heart,  his  unconquerable  spirit 
oi  independence,  and  his  iiwarialide  attftchmeat  to  thf 
interest  and  liberty  of  his  couiktr}% 

$  V«  The  qut^t  of  the  juinistry  being  reestidsiisbed^ 
the  hofiiie  of  commons  provided  for  forty  thousand  seamen^ 
nearly  the  same  number  of  land  forces,  besido*  fifteen 
regiments  raised  by  the  nobility,  on  account  of  the  rebel'- 
lion,  and  about  twelve  thousand  .marines.  They  8etde4 
ftmdsfor  the  maintenance  of  the  Dutch. and  Hessian  tro<^s 
that  were  in  England,  as  well  as  for  the  subsidy  to  the  land*' 
grave.  They  griinted  three  hundred,  thousand  >  pounds  to 
l^e  king  of  Sairdinia ;  four  hundred  thousand  pounds  to 
the  queen  of  Hungary ;  three  hundred  and  ten  thousand 
pounds  to  defray  the  expense  of  eighteen  thousand  Hano- 
verians ;  about  three  and  thirty  thousand  pounds  in  subst^ 
dies  to  the  electors  of  Mentz  and  Cologne  and  five  hun- 
dred tiioiisand  pounds  in  a  vote  of  credit  and  confidence^ta 
^his  majesty*  The  %vhol&  charge  of  the  current  year 
amounted  to  seven  millions  two  hundred.and' fifty  thousand 
pounds,  which  was  raised  by  the  landand  malt  taxes,  aahiu« 
ties  on  the  additionsd  diiuies  imposed  on  glass,  and  spirit*^ 
laoQs  liquors,  a  lottery^  a  deduction  from  the  sinking  fund, 
and  exchequer  bills,  chargeable  on  the  .first  aids  that  should 
be  grsmted  in  the  next  session  of  parliament* 

§  -VI*  The  rebellicn  being  quelled,  the  legislatuve 
res<^edto  make  examples  of  those  who  had'^Deen  concerned 
in  disturbing  the  peace  of.  their  counti^%  .  In  June,  an  act 
of  attainder  was  pasaiedk  against  the  principal  persons  who 
bad  embarked  in  that  desperate  undertaking ;  and  courts 
were  opene4  in  different  parts  of  England,  for  the  triajl  of 
the  prisoners.  Seventeen  persons  who  had  borne  arra^  in 
the  rebel  army  were ,  executed  at  Kennington  common,  in 
the  *neigliboar hood  .of  London,  and  suffered  with  great 
constancy  under,  the  dreadful  toruires  which  their  sentence 
prescidiied  :  nine  were  put  to  death,  in  the  same  nunner, 
at  Carlisle;  six  at  Brump^n,  seven  at  Penrith,  eleven  at 
York:  of  theses  considenable  onmber  were  gentlemen,  and 
Imd.acted.iiis:  officers  ;  about  .fifty  had  been  executed  as 
deserters  iof  different  parts  of  Scotland  :  eighiy-one  soffeired 
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the  pains,  of  die  law  as  traitors*  A  few  obtained  pardmSt 
and  a  considerable  number  were  transported  to  the  j^aata* 
tions.  Bills  of  indictment  for  high  treason  were  found 
hf  the  county  of  Surry  against  the  earls  of  Kilmarnock 
and  Cromartie,  and  lord  Balmerino*  These  noUemeA 
were  tried  by  their  peers  in  Westminster  hall,  the  lord 
chancellor  presiding  as  lord  high  steward  for  the  oocauoiu 
The  two  earls  confessed  their  crimes,  and  in  pathetic 
speeches  .recommended  themselves  to  his  m«^sty's  mercy** 
Lord  Balmerino  pleaded  not  guilty  :  he  denied  his  having^ 
been  at  Carlisle  at  the  time  specified  in  the  indictment,  biU 
this  exception  was  overruled :  then  he  moved  a  point  of  law 
in  ah^st  of  judgment,  and  was  allowed  to  be  heard  by  hb 
counsel*  They  night  have  expatiated  on  the  hardship  of 
being  tried  by  an  ex  p^at  facto  law,  and  claimed  the  piivi* 
lege  of  trial  in  the  county  where  the  act  of  treason  was 
said  to  have  been  committed*  The  same  hardship  was 
imposed  upon  aU  the  imprisoned  rebek ;  they  were  dragged 
in  captivity  to  a  strange  country,  far  Smbbi  their  friends  and 
Qonnesnons,  destitute  of  means  to  produce  evidence  in 
dieir  favour,  even  if  they  bad  been  innocent  of  the  charge. 
Bahnerino  waved  this  plea,  and  submitsed  to  the  coort, 
which  prcmouaced  sentence  of  death  u^pon  him  andhk  two 
associates*  Cromartie'a  life  was  spared :  but  the  other  two 
were  beheaded,,  in  the  month  of  August,  on  Tower  UlL 
Kilmarnock  was  a  nobleman  of  &ie  personal  accomplish- 
ments; he  had  been  edncated  in  revoltttion  principles,  and 
engaged  in  the  rebellion,  pardy  from  the  desperate  situatioa 
of  his  fortune,  and  partly  from  resentment  to  the  fgwttu^ 
meat,  on  his  being  deprived  of  a  pension  which  he  had 
for  some  time  enjoyed*  He  was  convinced  of  lus  having 
acted  criminally,  and  died  with  marks  of  penitence  and 
contrition^  Balmerino  had  been  bred  up  10  arms,  and.  acted 
upon  principle :  he  was  gallant,  brave,  rou^h,  and  resolute  ; 
he  eyed  the  implements  of  death  with  the  most  carelesa 
familiarity,  and  seemed  to  triumph  in  his  sufleringt.  In 
November,  Mr.  Ratcliife,  the  ti^ikr  earl  of  Derweiawater, 
who  had  been  taken  in  a  ship  boimd  to  Scotlimd,  was 
arraigned  on  a  former  sentence,  passed  against  hint  in  the 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixteen :  he  refus^ 
ti3t  acknowledge  die  authority  of^the  €ourt«  and  pleaded  that 
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he  was  asubject  of  France,  honoured  wilii  a  commtssion  in  the 
$ervice  of  his  most  christian  majesty.  The  identity  of  his  per- 
son being  proved,  a  rule  was  made  for  his  execution ;  and 
on  the  eighth  day  of  December  he  suffered  decapitation  with 
the  nrost  perfect  composure  and  serenity.  Lord  Lovat, 
now  turned  of  fourscore,  was'  iilipeached  by  the  commons, 
and  tried  in  Westminster  hall  before  the  lord  hig^  steward. 
John  Murray,  secretary  to  the  prince  pretender,  and  some 
of  his  own  domestics  appearing  against  him,  he  was  con* 
rieted  of  high  treason,  and  condemned.  Notwithstanding 
his  age,  infirmities  and  the  recollection  of  his  conscience^ 
which  was  supposed  to  be  not  altogether  void  of  offence, 
be  died  Uke  an  old  Roman,  exclaiming,  **'  duke  et  decorum 
**  est  pro  poiria  morV^  He  surveyed  the  crowd  with 
atttntion,  examined  the  axe,  jested  with  the  executioner,  and 
laid  his  head  upon  the  (ilock  with  the  utmost  indifference. 
From  this  last  scene  of  his  life  one  would  have  concluded, 
that  he  had  approved  himself  a  patriot  from  his  youth,  and 
never  deviated  from  the  paths  of  virtue.^ 

$  VII.  The  flame  of  war  on  the  continent  did  not 
expire  at  die  election  of  an  emperor,  and  the  reestablish* 
ment  of  peace  among  the  princes  of  the  empire.  On  the 
contrary,  it  raged  with  double  violence  in  consequence  of 
these  events ;  for  the  force  that  was  before  divided  being 
now  united  in  one  body,  exerted  itself  with  great  vigour 
and  rapidity.  The  states  general  were  overwhelmed  with 
consternation.  Notwithstanding  the  pains  they  had  takeA 
to  avoid  a  war,  and  the  condescension  with  which  they  had 
soothed  and  supplicated  the  French  monarch  in  repeated 
embassies  and  memorials,  they  saw  themselves  stripped  of 
their  barrier,  and  once  more .  in  danger  of  being  over- 
wbdniedbythat  ambitious  nation.  The  city  of  Brussels  had 
been  reduced  during  the  winter ;  so  that  the  enemy  were  in 
possesion  of  all  the  Austrian  Netherlands,  except  a  few 
fortresses.  Great  part  of  the  forces  belonging  to  th^ 
republic  were  restricted  from  action  by  capitulations,  to 
whi^  •  they  had  subscribed.  The  states  were  divided  in 
dieir  counsels  between  the  two  factions  which  had  long  sub- 
anted,  ^ey  trembled  at  the  prospect  of  seeing  Zealand 
ilktmded  in  the  spring.  The  Orange  party  loudly  called  for 
an  augmemaikm  ef  their  forces  by  sea  and  land,  that  they 
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might  prosecute  the  war  with  vigour.  The  cbmnioti  people,* 
fond  of  novelty,  dazzled  by  the  splendor  of  greatness, 
and  fully  persuaded  that  nothing  but  a  chief  was  wahtinj^ 
to  their  security,  demanded  the  prince  of  Orange  as  a  stadt- 
holder;  and  even  mingled  menaces  with  their  demands* 
The  opposite  faction  dreaded  alike  the  power  of  a  stadt*^ 
holder;  the  neighbourhdod  of  a  French  army,  and  the 
seditious  disposition  of  the  populace.  An  ambassador  was 
sent  to  London  with  representations  of  the  imminent  dan^* 
gers  which  threatened  the  republic,  and  he  was  ordered  to 
solicit  in  the  most  pressing  terms  the  assistance  of  his  Bri- 
tannic majesty,  that  the  allies  might  have  a  superiority  in 
the  Netherlands  by  the  beginning  of  the  campaign.  The 
king  was  very  well  disposed  to  comply  with  their  request ;' 
but  the  rebellion  in  his  kingdom,  and  the  dissensions  in  hia 
cabinet,  had  retarded  the  supplies,  and  embarrassed  hiin  'SO 
much,  that  he  found  it  impossible  to  make  those  early  pre* 
parations  that  were  necessary  to  check  the  career  of  the 
enemy. 

§  VIII.  The  king  of  France,  with  his  general,  the 
count  de  Saxe,  took  the  field  in  the  latter  end  of  April,  at 
the  head  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  men,  and* 
advanced  towards  the  allies,  who,  to  the  number  of  four- 
and^forty  thousand,  were  intrenched  behind  the  Demer, 
under  the  conduct,  of  the  Austrian  general  Bathiani,  who' 
'  retired  before  them,  and  took  post  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Breda,  the  capital  of  Dutch  Brattant.  Mareschal  Saxe 
immediately  invested  Antwerp,  which  in  a  few  days  was 
surrendered.  Then  he  appeared  before  the  strong  town  of" 
Mons  in  Hainault,  with  an  irresistible  train  of  artillery,  an 
immense  quantity  of  bombs  and  warlike  implements.  He 
carried  on  his  approaches  with  such  iitiabating  impetuosity, 
that,  notwithstanding  a  very  vigorous  defence,  the  garrison' 
was  obliged  to  capitulate  on  the  twenty-sfeveoth  day  of 
June,  in  about  eight- and- twenty  days  after  the  place  had 
been  invested.  Sieges  were  not  now  carried  on '  by  the 
tedious  method  of  sapping.  The  French  king  found  it 
much  more  expeditious  andi  effectual  to  bring  iiito  the  field 
a  prodigious  train  of  battering  cannon,  and  enormous-  moiv 
tars,  that  kept  up  ^uch  ^  fire  as  no  garrison  could  susudn, 
and  discharged  such  an  incessamt  faaii  of  bombsr  andiMiUets, 


fts  id  Ivery  filtle;.tiiiie  reduced  to  raias  the  place,  with 
all  its  fortificati^DS*  ■  St.  Guislaia  and  Charleroy  met  with 
the  fate  of  Mons  and  Antwerp:  so  that  by -the  middle  of 
July  the  .  French  king .  was  absolute  master  of  Flanders, 
3cabant^.and  Hainault* 

§.  IX.  Prince  Charles  of  Lorraine  h<id  by  this  time^ 
aasumed  the  '  command  of  the  confederate  army  at  Ter- 
heyde,  which  being  rejnforced  by  the  Hessian  troops  from 
Scotland,  and  a  fresh  body  of  Austrians  under  count  Palfi, 
asoounted  to  eighty -seven  thousand  men,  including  the 
Dutch  forces  commanded  by  the  prince  of  Waldeck.  The 
gj^^ralsy  supposing  the  next  storm  would  fall  upon  ^amur, 
marched  towards  that  place,  and^  took  post  in  an  advan* 
tageous  situation  .on  the  eighteenth  day  of  July,  in  sight  of 
tb«  French  army,  which  was  encamped  at  Gemblours* 
liere  they,  remained  till  the  eighth  day  of  August,  when  a 
detachment  of  the ,  enemy,  commanded  by  count  Lowen- 
dahl,  took  possession  of  Huy,  where  he  found  a  large 
magazine  belonging  to  the  confederates ;  and  their  commu- 
nication with  JVlMegtricht  was  cut  off,  mareschal  Saxe,  on  the 
other  side,  took  his  measures  so  well,  that  they  were  utterly 
deprived  of  all  subsistence.  Then  prince  Charles,  retiring 
across  the  Maese,  abandoned  Namur  to  the  efforts  of  tho 
^n^ny,  by  whom  it  was  immediately  invested.  The 
trenches  were  opened  on  the  second  day  of  September ; ' 
and  the  garrison,  consisting  of  seven  thousand  Austrians, 
defended  themselves  with  equal  skill  and  resolution :  but 
the  cannonading  and  bombardment  were  so  terrible,  that  in 
a  few  days  the  place  was  converted  into  a  heap  of  rubbish ; 
and  on  the  twentj'-third  day  of  the  month  the  French  mon* 
arch '  took  possession  of  this  strong  fortress,  which  had 
formerly  sustained  such  dreadful  attacks.  .  Meanwhile 
the  allied  army  encamped  at  Maestricbt  were  joined  by  sir 
John  Ligonier,  widi  some  British  and  Bavarian  battalions ; 
and  prince  Charles  resolved  to  give  the  enemy  batde. 
With- this  view  he  passed  the  Mease  on  the  thirteenth  day 
of  September,  and  advanced  towards  mareschal  Saxe,  whom 
be  found  so  advantageously  posted  at  Tongres,  that  he 
thought  proper  to  march  back,  to  Maestricht.  On  the 
iwenty-si^^th  day  of  September  he  crossed  the  Jaar  in  his 
retreat;  smd  his   rear  was   attacked  by  the  en^emy,  who 
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vere  repulsed.  But  count  Saxc  being  reiliferced  by  a 
body  of  troops,  under  the  count  de  ClermcHit,  determined 
to  bring  the  confederates  to  an  engagement*  On  the  thir* 
teenth  day  of  the  month  lie  passed  the  Jaar;  wMle  he  took 
possession  of  the  villages  of  Liers,  Warem,  and  Roucoux, 
drew  up  their  forces  in  order  of  battle,  and  made  prepara^ 
tions  for  giving  him  a  warm  reception*  On  the  tnt  day 
of  October  the  enemy  advanced  in  three  coluoms ;  and  a 
terrible  cannonading  began  about  noon*  At  two  o'cloek 
prince  Waldeck  on  the  left  was  chiu'ged  with  great  fury ; 
and  after  an  obstinate  defence  overpowered  by  numbefs* 
The  villages  were  attacked  in  columns,  and  as  one  brigade 
was  repulsed  another  succeeded ;  so  that  the  allies  were 
obliged  to  abandon  these  posts,  and  retreat  towards  Maes* 
tricht,  with  the  loss  of  five  thousand  men,  and  diirty  pieced 
of  artillery*  The  victory,  however,  cost  the  French  gene- 
ral a  much  greater  number  of  lives;  and  was  attended 
with  no  solid  advantage.  Sir  John  Ligonier,  the  earls  of 
Crawford''  and  Rothes,  brigadier  Douglas,  and  other  off* 
cers  of  the  British  troops,  distinguished  themselves  bf 
their  gallantry  and  conduct  on  this  occasion*  This  action 
terminated  the  campaign.  The  allies  passing  the  Maese, 
took  up  their  winter  quarters  in  the  dutchies  of  Liniburgh 
and  Luxembourg ;  while  the  French  cantoned  their  troops 
in  the  places  which  they  had  newly  conquered* 


q  This  nbbleman»  so  remarkaMe  for  lut  eoarage  Md  thint  of  SJkHy,  cs* 

hibitcd  a  ver)'  extraordinary  instance  of  presence  of  mind  on  the  morning  thai 
)>recedcd  this  battle.  He  and  some  Tolunteen,  aeoompanied  by  hb  aidedocamp, 
aud  atti;aded  by  two  onlcrly  dra^oonsi  had  rode  oat  before  day  to  reeonnoitre  the 
ntuation  of  the  enemy ;  atid  fell  m  upon  one  of  their  advanced  guards.  The  ser« 
geatit  who  commanded  it  immediately  turned  oat  his  men,  and  their  pieees  wera 
presented  when  the  earl  first  perceived  them  Without  betraying  the  least  roarii 
of  disoixler,  he  ixmIc  up  to  the  sergeant,  and  assuming  the  character  of  a  Frenca 


should  be  attacked,  1  will  take  care  that  yon  shall  be  sustained."    So  aaying,ii« 


and  his  company  retired,  before  the  sergeant  could  recollect  himself  froin  the 
juirprise  occaaoned  by  Uiis  unexpected  address,  in  all  probability  be  waa  aoim 
sensible  of  his  mistake ;  for  the  incident  was  that  very  day  publicly  mentioned  in 
the  Ppcnch  army.  The  prince  of  Tihgay,  an  officer  m  the  Austrian  service, 
having  beet)  taken  prisj»ner  in  the  battle  that  ensue<l,  diaed  with  maresohal  coquI 
8axe,  who  disniJssed  him  on  his  parole,  "and  desired  he  would  charge  himself  with 
a  facetious  compliment  to -his  oid  friend  the  earl  of  Crawford.  He  wished  his 
loi-dship  joy  of  bein^  «  French  general,  and  said  he  could  not  help  being  dJi» 
pleased  with  the  sergeant,  as  he  hitd  Qot  procured  him  the  honour  of  his  lord- 
ship'i  compftfiy  «t  dionejr. 
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$  X.  The  campaign  in  Italy  was  altogether  ub&vouf- 
able  to  the  French  and  Spaniards.  The  house  of  Austria 
being  no  longer  pressed  on  the  side  of  Gerihany,  ^was 
enabled^  to  make  the  stronger  efforts  in  this  country ;  and 
the  British  subsidy  encouraged  the  king  of  Sardinia  to  act 
with  redanbled  vivacity.  Mareschal  Maillebois  occupied 
the  greater  part  of  Piedmont  with  about  thirty  thousand 
men.  Don  Philip  and  the  count  de  Gages,  were  at  the 
liead  of  a  greater  number  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Milan ; 
and  the  duke  of  Modena,  with  eight  thousand,  secured  hb 
own  dominions.'  The  king  of  Sardinia  augmented  his 
forces  to  six-^and- thirty  thousand ;  and  the  Austrian  army, 
under  the  prince  of  Lichtenstein,  amounted  to  a  niuch 
greater  number ;  so  that  the  enemy  were  reduced  to  the 
necessity  of  acting  on  the  defensive,  and  retired  towards 
the  Mantaa«  In  February,  baron  Leutrum,  the  Piedmontese 
general,  invested  and  took  the  strong  fortress  of  Aste.  He 
afterwards  relieved  the  citadel  of  Alexandria,  which  the 
Spaniards  had  blocked  up  in  the  winter,  reduced  Casal^ 
recovered  Valencia,  and  obliged  Maillebois  to  retire  to  the 
neighbourhood  of  Genoa*  On  the  other  side,  Don  Philip 
and  count  Gages,  abandoned  Milan,  Pavia,  and  Parmai^ 
recreating  before  the  Austrians  with  the  utmost  precipita* 
tion  to  Placentia,  where  they  were  joined  on  the  third 
of  June  by  the  French  forces  under  Maillebois. 

$  XL  Before  this  junction  was  effected,  the  Spanish 
general,  Pignatelli,  had  passed  the  river  Po  in  the  night  with 
a  strong  detachment,  and  beaten  up  the  quarters  of  seven 
thousiand  Austrians  posted  at  Codogno.  Don  Philip,  find* 
ing  himself  at  the  head  of  two*and-fifty  thousand  men  by 
his  junction  with  the  French  general,  resolved  to  attack  the 
Austrians  is  their  camp  at  San  Lazaro,  before  they  should 
be  reinforced  by  his  Sardinian  majesty.  Accordingly,  on 
the  fourth  day  of  June  in  the  evening,  he  marcb<?d  with 
equal  silence  and  expedition,  and  entered  the  Austrian 
trencheis  about  eleven,  when  a  desperate  battle  ensued. 
The  Austrians  were  prepared  for  the  attack,  which  they 
sustained  with  great  vigour  till  morning.  Then  they  quitted 
their  intrenchments,  and  charged  the  enemy  in  their  turn 
with  such  fury,  that  after  an  obstinate  resistance  the  com- 
bined army  was  broke,  and  retiried  with  precipitation  to 
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Placentia,  leaving  on  the  field  fifteen  thousand  men  killed, 
wounded,  and  taken,  together  with  sixty  colours,  and  tea 
pieces  of  artillery.     In  a  few  weeks  the  Austriaos  were 
joined  by  the  Piednaontese :  the  king  of  Sardinia  assumed 
the  chief  command ;  and  prince  Lichtenstein  being  indis- 
posed, his  place  was  supplied   by  the  matquis  de  BotU» 
Don  Philip  retired  to  the  other  side  of  the  Po,  and  extend- 
ed his  conquests  in  the  open  country  of  the  Milanese.    The 
king  of  Sardinia  called  a  council  of  war,  in  which  it  was 
determined  that  he  should  pass  the  river  with  a  strong  body 
of  troops,  in  order  to  straiten  the  enemy  on  one  side ;  while 
the  marquis  de  Botta  should  march  up  the  Tydone,  to  cutoff 
;their  communication  with  Placentia.    They  forthwith  quit- 
ted all  the  posts  they  had  occupied  between  the  Lambro 
and  Adda,  resolving  to  repass  the  Po,  and  retreat  to  Tor- 
tona.  With  this  view  they  threw  bridges  of  boats  over  that 
river,  and  began  to  pass  on  the  ninth  day  of  August  in  the 
evening.     They  were  attacked  at  Rbtto  Freddo  by  a  de- 
tachmekitof  Austrians,  under  general  Serbelloni,  who  m^n- 
tained  the  engagement  till  ten  in  the  morning,  when  Botta 
m*rived:  the  battle  was  renewed  with  redoubled  rage,  and 
lasted  till  four  in  the  afternoon,  when  die  enemy  retired  in 
great  disorc^er  to  Tortona,  with  the  loss  of  eight  thousand 
men,  a  good  number  of  colours  and  standards,  and  eighteen 
pieces  of  cannon.  ^  This  victory  cost  the  Austriatis   four 
thousand  men  killed  upon  the  spot,  including  the  gallant 
general   Bemclau.     The  victors   immediately    summoned 
Placentia  to  surrender ;  and  the  garrison,  consisting  of  nine 
thousand  men,  were  made  prisoners  of  war:  Don  Philip 
cc^tinued  his  retreat,  and  of  all  his  forces  brought  six-and- 
twenty  thousand  only  into  the  territoriea  of  Genoa. 
.     $  XII.  The  Piedmontese  and  Austrians   rejoining  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Pavia,  advanced  to  Tortona,  of.  which 
they  took  possession  without  resistance,  while  the  enemy 
sheltered  themselves   under,  the  cannon  of  Genoa.     They 
did  not  long  continue  in  this  situation :  for  on  the  twenty- 
second  day  of  August  they  were  again  in  motion,  and  retired 
into  Provence;  '  The  court  of  Madrid   imputing  the  bad 
sucfzess  of  this  campaign  to  the  misconduct  of  count  Gs^% 
recalled  that  general,  and  sent  the  marquis  de  las  Minas  ta 
resume  the  command  of  the  Coerces.     In  the  mean  time^': 
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the  victorious  confederates   appeared  before  .Genoa  pii  the 
fourth  day  of  December :  and  the  senate  of  that  city  think-  -- 
ing  it  incapable  of  defence,  submitted  to  a  very  mortifying 
capituratioii,  by  which  the  gates  were  delivered  up  to  the  ^ 
Atistrians^  together  with  all  their  arms,  artillery,  and  am- 
munition;  land,  the  city  was  subjected  to  the   most  cruel 
contributions.     The  marquis  de  Botta  being  left  at  Genoa 
with  aitteen  thousand  men,  the  king  of  Sardinia  resolved 
to  pass  the  Var,  and  pursue  the  French  and  Spaniards  into 
.  Provence:'  but,  that  monarch  being  seized  with  the  small- 
pox, the  conduct  of  this  expedition  was  intrusted  to  count 
Brown,  an  Austrian  general  of  Irish  extract,  who  had  g^ven 
repeated  proofs  of  uncommon  valour  and  capacity.  He  was 
on  this  occasion  assisted  by  vice-admiral  Medley,  who  com- 
manded the  British  squadron  in  the  Mediterranean.     The 
Flinch  forces  had  fortified  the  passes  of  the  Var,  under  the 
conduct  of  the  mareschal  de  Belleisle,  who  thought  proper 
to  abandon  his  posts  at  the  approach  of  count  Brown ;  and 
this  general,  at  the  head  of  fifty  thousand  men,  passed  thei 
river,  without  opposition,  on  the  ninth  day  of  November. 
While  he  advanced  as  far  as  Draguignan,  laying  the  open 
country  under  contribution,   baron  Roth,  with   four-and- 
twenty  battalions,  invested  Antibes,  which  was  at  the  same 
time  bombarded   on  the  side  of  the   sea  by  the   British 
squadron.    The  trenches  were  opened  on  the  twentieth  day 
of  September:  but  Belleisle  having  assembled  a  numerous 
army,  superior  to  that  of  the  confederates,  and  the  Genoese    . 
having  expelled  their  Austrian  guests,  count  Brown  aban^* 
doned  the  enterprise,  and  repassed  the  Var,  not  without 
some  damage  from  the  enemy. 

§  XIIL  The  court  of  Vienna,  wl^ch  has  always  patro^* 
nised  oppression,  exacted  such  heavy  contribution  from  the 
Genoese,  and  its  directions  were  so  rigorously  put  into 
execution,  that  the  people  were  reduced  to  despair;  and 
resolved  to  make  a  last  effort  for  the  recovery  of  their 
liberty  and  independence.  Accordingly,  they  took  arix^s  in 
secret,  seized  several  important  posts  of  the  city ;  surprised 
some  battalions  of  the  Austrians;  surrounded  others,  and 
cut  them  in  pieces ;  andj  In  a  word,  drove  them  out  with 
great  slaughter.  The  nlarquis  de  Botta  acted  with  caution 
and  spirit:  but  being  overpowered  by  numbers,  and  appre- 
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hensive  of  the  peasants  in  the  countiy,  who  were  in  arms, 
he  retreated  to  the  pass  of  the  Brochetta  on  the  side  of  Loin- 
bardy,  where  he  secured  himself  in  an  advantageous  situa- 
tion, until  he  could  receive  reinforcements.  The  loss  he 
had  sustained  at  Genoa  did  not  hinder  him  from  reducing 
Savona,  a  seaport  town  belonging  to  that  republic ;  and  he 
afterwards  made  himself  master  of  Gavi.  The  Genoese, 
on  the  contrary,  exerted  themselves  with  wonderful  indus- 
try in  fortifying  their  city,  raising  troops,  and  in  taking 
other  measures  for  a  vigorous  defence,  in  case  they  should 
again  be  insulted. 

$  XIV.  The  naval  transactions  of  this  year  reflected 
very  little  honour  on  the  British  nation.  Commodore 
Peyton,  who  commanded  six  ships  of  war  in  the  East  Indies, 
shamefully  declined  a  decisive  engagement  with  a  French 
,  squadron  of  inferior  force  ;  and  abandoned  the  important 
settlement  of  Madras  on  the  coast  of  Coromandel,  which 
was  taken  without  opposition  in  the  month  of  September  by 
the  French  commodore,  de  la  Bourdonnais.  Fort  St. 
David,  and  the  other  British  factories  in  India,  would  pro* 
bably  have  shared  the  same  fate,  had  not  the  enemy's  naval 
force  in  that  country  been  shattered  and  pardy  destroyed 
by  a  terrible  tempest.  No  event  of  consequence  happened 
in  America,  though  it  was  a  scene  that  seemed  to  promise 
the  greatest  success  to  the  arms  of  England.  The  reduc- 
tion of  Cape  Breton  had  encouraged  the  ministry  to'  project 
the  conquest  of  Quebec,  the  capital  of  Canada,  situated 
upon  the  river  St.  Lawrence.  Commissions  were  sent  to 
the  governors  of.  the  British  colonies  in  North  America, 
empowering  them  to  raise  companies  to  join  the  armament 
from  England;  and  eight  thousand  troops  were  actually 
raised  in  consequence  of  these  directions ;  while  a  power- 
ful squadron  and  transports,  having  six  regiments  on  board, 
were  prepared  at  Portsmouth  for  this  expedition.  But 
their  departure  was  postponed  by  unaccountable  delays, 
until  the  season  was  judged  too  far  advanced  to  risk  the 
great  ships  on  the  boisterous  coast  of  North  America^ 
That  the  armament,  however,  might  not  be  wholly  useless 
to  the  nation,  it  was  employed  in  making  a  descent  upon 
the  coast  of  Bretagne,  on  the  supposition  that  port  L'Ori- 
ent,  the  repository  of  all  the  stores  and  ships  belonging  to 
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the  French  East  India  company,  might  be  surprised;  or, 
th^t  this  invasion  would  alarm  the  enemy,  and,  by  making 
a  diversion,  facilitate  the  operations  of  the  Austrian  general 
in  Provence. 

$  XV.  The  naval  force  intended  for  the  service  con- 
sisted of  sixteen  great  ships,  and  eight  frigates,  besides 
bombketches  and  storeships,  commanded  by  Richard  Les- 
tock,  appointed  admiral  of  the  blue  division.     Six  battal- 
ions of  land  troops,  with  a  detachment  of  matrosses  and 
bombardiers,  were  embarked  in  thirty  transports,  imder  the 
conduct  of  lieutenant  general  Sinclair ;  and  the  whole  fleet 
set  sail  for  Plymouth  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  September. 
On  the  twentieth  the  troops  were  landed  in  Quimperlay 
bay,  at  the  distance  of  ten  miles  from  port  L'Orient.     The 
militia,  reinforced  by  some  detachments  from  different  regi- 
ments^ were  assembled  to  the  number  of  two  thousand,  and 
seemed  ^resolved  to  oppose  the  disembarkation:  but,  seeing 
the  British  troops  determined  to  land  at  all  events,  they 
thought   proper   to    retire.       Next   day    general    Sinclair 
advanced  into  the  country,  skirmishing  with  the  enemy  in 
his  route ;  and  arriving  at  the  village  of  Plemure,  within 
half  a  league  from  port  L'Orient,  summoned  that  place  to 
surrender.     He  was  visited  by  a  deputation  from  the  town, 
which  offered  to  adnoit  the  British  forces,  on  condition  that 
they  should  be  restrained  from  pillaging  the  inhabitants, 
and  touching  the  magazines ;  and  that  they  should  pay  a 
just  price  for  their  provisions.    These  terms  being  rejected, 
the  inhabitants  prepared  for  a  vigorous  defence ;  and  the 
English   general   resolved  to   besiege  the   place  in  form, 
though  he  had  neither  time,  artillery,  nor  forces  sufficient 
for  such  an  enterprise.     This  strange  resolution  was  owing 
to  the  declaration  of  the  engineers,  who  promised  to  lay  ^e 
place  in  ashes  in  the  space  of  four-and- twenty  hours.     All 
his  cannon  amounted  to  no  more  than  a  few  fieldpieces ; ' 
and  he  was  obliged  to  wait  for  two  iron  guns,  which  the 
sailors  dragged  up  from  the  shipping.      Had  he  given  the 
assault  on  the  first  night  after  his  arrival,  when  the  town 
was  filled  with  terror  and  confusion,  and  destitute  of  regu- 
lar troops,  in  all  probability  it  would  have  been  easily  taken 
by  scalade :  but  the  reduction  of  it  was  rendered  impracti- 
cable by  his  delay.     The  ramparts  were  mounted  widi  can- 
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son  from  the  ships  in  the  harbour :  new  works  were  raised 
with  great  industry :  the  garrison  was  reinforced  by  sev^ 
eral  bodies  of  regular  troops ;  and  great  numbers  were 
assembling  from  all  parts ;  so  that  the  British  forces  were 
in  danger  of  being  surrounded  in  an  enemy^s  country. 
Notwithstanding  these  discouragements,  they  opened  a 
small  battery  against  the  town,  which  was  set  on  fire  in 
several  places  by  their  bombs  and  red  hot  bullets :  they 
likewise  repulsed  part  of  the  garrison  which  had  made  a 
sally  to  destroy  their  works :  but  their  cannon  producing 
no  effect  upon  the  fortifications,  the  fire  from  the  town 
daily  increasing,  the  engineers  owning  they  could  not  per- 
form their  promise,  and  admiral  Lestock  declaring,  in 
repeated  messages,  that  he  could  no  longer  expose  the  ships 
on  an  open  coast  at  such  a  season  of  the  year,  general  Sin* 
clair  abandoned  the  siege.  Having  caused  the  two  iron 
pieces  of  cannon  and  the  mortars  to  be  spiked,  he.  retreated 
in  good  order  to  the  seaside,  where  his  troops  were  reem* 
barked,  having  sustained  very  inconsiderable  damage  since 
their  first  landing.  He  expected  reinforcements  from  Eng- 
land, and  was  resolved  to  wait  a  little  longer  for  their  arri- 
val, in  hopes  of  being  able  to  annoy  the  enemy  more  effectu- 
all)^  In  the  beginning  of  October  the  fleet  sailed  to 
Quiberon  bay,  where  they  destroyed  the  Ardent,  a  French 
ship  of  war  of  sixty-four  guns  :  and  a  detachment  of  the 
forces  being  landed,  took  possession  of  a  fort  on  the  penin- 
sula ;  while  the  little  islands  of  Houat  and  Heydic  were 
reduced  by  the  sailors.  In  this  situation  the  admiral  and 
general  continued  till  the  seventeeth  day  of  the  month,  when 
Uie  forts  being  dismantled,  and  the  troops  reembarked,  the 
fleets  sailed  from  the  French  coast :  the  admiral  returned 
to  England,  and  the  transports  with  the  soldiers  proceeded 
to  Ireland,  where  they  arrived  in  safety. 

§  XVI.  This  expedition,  weak  and  frivolous  as  it  may 
seem,  was  resented  by  the  French  nation  as  one  of  the 
greatest  insults  they  had  ever  sustained ;  and  demonstrated 
the  possibility  of  hutting  France  in  her  tenderest  parts,  by 
means  of  an  armament  of  this  nature,  well  timed,  and  vigor- 
ously conducted.  Indeed,  nothing  could  be  more  absurd 
or  precipitate  than  an  attempt  to  distress  the  enemy  by 
landing  a  handful  of  troops,  without  draft  horses,  tents,  or 
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artillery,  from  a  fleet  of  ships  lying  on  an  open  beach,  expo* 
sed  to  the  uncertainty  of  weather  in  the  most  tempestuous 
season  of  the  year,  so  as  to  render  the  retreat  and  reem- 
barkation  altogether  precarious.     The  British  squadrons  in 
the  West  Indies  performed  no  exploit  of  consequence  in 
the  course  of  this  year.     The  commerce  was  but  indiffer- 
ently protected.    Commodore  Lee,  stationed  off  Martinico, 
allowed  a  French  fleet  of  merchant  ships,  and  their  convoy, 
to  pass    by   his    squadron   unmolested ;    and   commodore 
Mitchel  behaved    scandalously    in   a   rencontre   with   the 
French  squadron,  under  the  conduct  of  monsieur  de  Con- 
flans,  who  in  his  return  to  Europe  took  the  Severn,  an  Eng- 
lish ship  of  fifty  guns.     The  cruisers  on  all  sides,  English, 
French,  and  Spaniards,  were  extremely  alert;  and  though 
the  English  lost  the  greater  number  of  ships,  this  difference 
was  more  than  overbalanced  by  the  superior  value  of  the 
prizes  taken  from  the  enemy.      In  the  course  of  this  year 
two- and- twenty  Spanish  privateers,  and  sixty-six  merchant 
vessels,  including  ten  register  ships,  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  British  cruisers  :   from  the  French  they  took  seven  ships 
of  war,  ninety  privateers,  and  about  three  hundred  ships  of 
commerce.     The  new  king  of  Spain*"  being  supposed  well 
affected  to  the  British  nation,  an  effort  was  made  to  detach 
him  from  the  interest  of  France,  by  means  of  the  marquis 
de  Tabernega,  who  had  formerly  been  his  favourite,  and 
resided  many  years  as  a  refugee  in  England.     This  noble-* 
man  preceeded  to  Lisbon,  where  a  negotiation  was  set  on 
foot  with  the  count  of  Madrid.    But  his  efforts  miscarried : 
and  the  influence  of  the  queen  mother  continued  to  pre- 
dominate in  the  Spanish  counsels.     The  states  general  had 
for  some  years  endeavoured' to  promote  a  pacification  by 
remonstrances,  and  even  entreaties,  at  the  pourt  of  Ver- 
sailles :  the  French  king  at  length  discovered  an  inclination 
to  peace,  and  in  September  a  congress  was  opened  at  Breda, 
the  capital  of  Dutch  Brabant,  where  the  plenipotentiaries 


r  In  the  month  of  July,  Philip  kingpf  Spain,  dying  in  the  sixty-third  year  of  his 
agf$^  was  succeeded  by  his  eldest  son  Perdinand,  bom  of  Maria  Louisa  Gabrielay 
sister  to  the  late  king  of  Sardinia.  He  espoused  Donna  Maria  Magdalena,  infanta  of 
i*ortnj»al,  hut  had  no  issue.  l*hilip  was  but  twO  days  survived  by  his  daughter,  the 
dauphinessof  Fnanoe.  The  same  month  was  remarkable  for  the  death  of  Chris- 
tiem  VI.  king  of  Denmark,  succeeded  by  his  son  Frederick  V.  who  had  manned 
^e  princess  I^ouis^  yoaiigest  daughter  to  the  king  of  Great  Britain. 
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of  the  emperor,  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Holland,  were 
assembled:  but  the  French  were  so  insolent  in  their 
demands,  that  the  conferences  were  soon  interrupted. 

$  XVIL  The  parliament  of  Great  Britain  meeting  in 
November,  the  king  exhorted  them  to  concert  with  all  pos* 
sible  expedition  the  proper  measures  for  pursuing  the  war 
with  vigour,  that  the  confederate  army  in  the  Netherlands 
might  be  'seasonably  augmented ;  he,  likewise,  gave  them 
to  understand,  that  the  funds  appropriated  for  the  support 
of  his  civil  government  had  for  some  years  past  fallen  short 
of  the  revenue  intended  and  granted  by  parliament ;  and 
said  he  relied  on  their  known  affection  to  find  out  some 
method  to  make  good  this  deficiency.  As  all  those  who 
ha*d  conducted  the  opposition  were  now  concerned  in  the 
administration,  little  or  no  objection  was  made  to  any 
demand  or  proposal  of  the  government  and  its  ministers* 
The  commons  having  considered  the  estimates,  .voted  forty 
thousand  seamen  for  the  service  of  the  ensuing  year,  and 
about  sixty  thousand  land  forces,  including  eleven  thousand 
five  hundred  marines.  They  granted  four  hundred  and 
thirty-three  thousand  pounds  to  the  empress  queen  of  Hun- 
gary ;  three  hundred  thousand  pounds  to  the  king  of  Sar* 
dinia;  four  hundred  and  ten  thousand  pounds  for. the  main- 
tenance of  eighteen  thousand  Hanoverian  auxiliaries ;  one 
hundred  and  sixty-one  thousand  sis  hundred  and  seven 
pounds  for  six  thousand  Hessians ;  subsidies  to  the  electors 
of  Cologn,  Mentz,  and  Bavaria ;  and  the  sum  of  five  hun- 
dred thousand  pounds  to  enable  his  majesty  to  prosecute 
the  war  with  advantage.  In  a  word,  the  supplier  amounted 
to  nine  millions  four  hundred  twenty-five  thousand  two 
hundred  and  fifty-four  pounds ;  a  sum  almost  incredible,  if 
we  consider  how  the  kingdom  had  been  already  drained  of 
its  treasure.  It  was  raised  by  the  usual  taxes,  reinforced 
with  new  impositions  on  windows,  carriages,  and  spirituous 
liquors,  a /lottery,  and  a  loan  from  the  sinking  fund.  The 
new  taxes  were  mortgaged  for  four  millions  by  transferable 
annuities,  at  an  interest  of  four,  and  a  premium  of  ten  per 
centum.  By  reflecting  on  these  enormous  grants,  on« 
would  imagine  the  ministry  had  been  determined  to  impo- 
verish the  nation :  but,  from  the  eagerness  and  expedition 
with  which  the  people  subscribed  for  the  money,  one  would 
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conclude  that  the  riches  of  the  kingdom  were  inexhausti- 
ble. It  may  not  be  amiss  to  observe,  th^t  the  supplies  of 
this  year  exceeded,  by  two  millions  and  a  half,  the  greatest 
annual  sum  that  was  raised  during  the  reign  of  queen  Anne, 
though  she  maintained  as  great  a  number  of  troops  as  was 
now  in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain,  and  her  armies  and  fleets 
acquired  every  year  fresh  harvests  of  glory  and  advantage  : 
whereas  this  war  had  proved  an  almost  uninterrupted 
series  of  events  big  with  disaster  and  dishonour.  During 
the  last  two  years,  the  naval  expense  of  England  had  ex- 
ceeded that  of  France  about  five  millions  sterling :  though 
her  fleets  had  not  obtained  one  signal  advantage  over  the 
enemy  at  sea,  nor  been  ^ble  to  protect  her  commerce  from 
their  depredations.  She  was  at  once  a  prey  to  her  declared 
adversaries  and  professed  friends.  Before  the  end  of  sum- 
mer she  numbered  among  her  mercenaries  two  empresses, 
five  German  princes,  and  a  powerful  monarch,  whom  she 
hired  to  assist  her  in  trimming  the  balance  of  Europe,  in 
which  t|iey  themselves  were  immediately  interested,  and 
she  had  no  more  than  a  secondary  concern.  Had  these 
fruitless  subsidies  been  saved;  had  the  national  revenue 
been  applied  with  economy  to  national  purposes ;  had  it 
been  employed  in  liquidating  gradually  the  public  incum- 
brances ;  in  augmenting  the  navy,  improving  manufactures, 
encouraging  and  securing  the  colonies,  and  extending  trade 
and  navigation ;  corruption  would  have  become  altogether 
unnecessary,  and  disaffection  would  have  vanished  :  the 
people  would  have  been  eased  of  their  burdens,  and  ceased 
to  ccpiplain :  commerce  would  have  flourished,  and  pro- 
duced such  affluence  as  must  have  raised  Great  Britain  to 
the  highest  pinnacle  of  maritime  power,  above  all  rivalship 
or  competition.  She  would  have  been  dreaded  by  her 
enemies ;  revered  by  her  neighbours  :  oppressed  nations 
would  have  crept  under  her  wings  for  protection  ;  con- 
tending potentates  would  have  appealed  to  her  decision  ; 
and  she  would  have  shone  the  universal  arbitress  of  Europe, 
How  different  is  her  present  situation !  her  debts  are  enor- 
mous, her  taxes  intolerable,  her  people  discontented, 
and  the  sinews  of  her  government  relaxed.  "Without  con- 
duct, confidence,  or  concert,  she  engages  in  blundering  ne- 
gotiations :  she  involves  herself  rashly  in  foreign  quarrels, 
Vql.  Ill  D 
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and  lavishes  her  substance  with  the  most  dangerous  precipU 
tation :  she  is  even  deserted  by  her  wonted  vigour^  steadi-* 
ness,  and  intrepidity :  she  grows  vain,  fantastical,  and  pusiU 
lanimous  :  her  arms  are  despised  by  her  enemies ;  and  her 
counsel  ridiculed  through  all  Christendom. 

$  XVIIL  The  king,  in  order  to  exhibit  a  specimen  of  his 
desire  to  diminish  the  public  expense,  ordered  the  third  and 
fourth  troops  of  his  lifeguards  to  be  disbanded,  and  reduced 
three  regiments  of  horse  to  the  quality  of  dragoons.  The 
house  of  commons  presented  an  address  of  thanks  for  this 
jtistance  of  economy,  by  which  the  annual  sum  of  seventy 
thousand  pounds  was  saved  to  the  nation.  Notwithstanding 
this  seeming  harmony  between  the  king  and  the  great  council 
of  the  nation,  hia  majesty  resolved,  with  the  advice  of  his 
counsel)  to  dissolve  the  present  parliament,  though  the  term 
of  seven  years  was  not  yet  expired  since  its  first  meeting. 
The  ministry  affected  to  insinuate,  that  the  states  general 
were  unwilling  to  concur  with  his  majesty  in  vigourous 
measures  against  France,  during  the  existence  of  a  parlia- 
ment which  had  undergone  such  a  vicissitude  of  complexion* 
The  allien  of  Great  Britain,  far  from  being  suspicious  of 
this  assembly,  which  had  supplied  them  so  liberally,  saw 
with  concern,  that,  according  to  law,  it  would  soon  be  dis- 
missed ;  and  they  doubted  whether  another  could  be  procured 
equally  agreeable  to  their  purposes.  In  order  to  remove 
this  doubt,  the  ministry  resolved  to  surprise  the  kingdom 
with  a  new  election,  before  the  malcontents  should  be  pre- 
pared to  oppose  the  friends  of  tBfe  government.  Accor- 
dingly, when  the  business  of  the  session  was  despatched^ 
the  king  having  given  the  royal  assent  to  the  several  acts- 
they  had  prepared,  dismissed  them  in  the  month  of  June,* 
with  an  affectionate  speech,  that  breathed  nothing  but  ten- 
derness and  gratitude.  The  parliament  was  immediately 
dissolved  by  proclamation,  and  new  writs  were  issued  for 
convoking  another.  Among  the  laws  passed  in  this  session, 
was  an  act  abolishing  the  heritable  jurisdictions,  and  taking 
away  the  tenure  of  wardholdings  in  Scotland,  which  were 
reckoned  among  the  principal  sources  of  those  rebellions 
that  b^d  been  excited  since  the  revolution.     In  the  High- 
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lands  they  certainly  kept  the  common  people  in  subjectton 
to  their  chiefs,  whom  they  implicitly  followed  and  obeyed 
in  all  their  undertakings*  By  this  act  these  mountaineers 
were  legally  emancipated  from  slavery :  but  as  the  tenants 
enjoyed  no  leases,  and  were  at  all  times  liable  to  be  ejected 
from  their  farms,  they  still  depended  on  the  pleasure  of  their 
lords,  notwithstanding  this  interposition  of  the  legislature 
which  granted  a  valuable  consideration  in  money  to  every 
nobleman  and  petty  baron,  who  was  thus  deprived  of  one 
part  of  his  inheritance.  The  forfeited  estates  indeed,  were 
divided  into  small  farms,  and  let  by  the  government  on 
les^es  at  an  under  value ;  so  that  those  who  had  the  good 
fortune  to  obtain  such  leases  tasted  the  sweets  of  indepen- 
dence :  but  the  Highlanders  in  general  were  left  in  their 
original  indigence  and  incapacity,  at  the  mercy  of  their 
supeiriors.  Had  manufactures  and  fisheries  been  establish- 
ed in  different  parts  of  their  countrj',  they  would  have 
seen  and  felt  the  happy  consequences  of  industry,  and  in 
a  little  time  been  effectually  detached  from  all  their  slavish 
connexions. 

$  XIX.  The  operations  of  the  campaign  had  been  con* 
certed  in  the  winter^  at  the  Hague,  between  the  duke  of 
Cumberland  and  the  states  general  of  the  United  Provin- 
ces, who  were  by  this  time  generally  convinced  of  France's 
design  to  encroach  upon  their  territories.  They,  therefore, 
determined  to  take  effectual  measures  against  that  restless  and 
ambitious  neighbour.  The  allied  powers  agreed  to  assem- 
ble a  vast  army  in  the  Netherl^ds ;  and  it  was  resolved 
that  the  Austrians  and  Piedmontese  should  once  more 
penetrate  into .  Provence.  The  Dutch  patriots,  however, 
were  not  roused  into  this  exertion,  until  all  their  remon- 
strances had  failed  at  the  court  of  Versailles ;  until  they 
had  been  urged  by  repeated  memorials  of  the  English 
amfbassador,  and  stimulated  by  the  immediate  danger  to 
which  their  country  was  exposed :  for  France  was  by  this 
time  possessed  of  all  the  Austrian  Netherlands,  and  seem- 
ed bent  upon  penetrating  into  the  territories  of  the  United 
Provinces.  In  February,  the  duke  of.  Cumberland  began 
to  assemble  the  allied  forces;  and  in  the  latter  end  of  March 
they  took  the  field  in  three  separate  bodies.  His  royal 
highuesa,  with  the  English,  Hanoverians,  and  Hessians, 
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fixed  his  headquarters  at  the  village  of  Tibcrg:  the  prince 
of  Waldfck  was  posted  with  the  Dutch  troops  at  Breda; 
and  mareschal  Bathiani  collected  the  Austrians  and  Bava- 
rians in  the  neighbourhood  of  Venlo.  The  whole  army 
amounted  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  men,  who 
lay  inactive  six  weeks,  exposed  to  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather,  and  almost  destitute  of  forage  and  provision. 
Count  Saxe,  by  this  time  created  mareschal  general  of 
France,  continued  his  troops  within  their  cantonment  at 
Bruges,  Antwerp,  and  Brussels,  declaring,  that  when  the 
allied  army  should  be  weakened  by  sickness  and  mortality, 
he  would  convince  the  duke  of  Cumberland,  that  the  first 
duty  of  a  general  is  to  provide  for  the  health  and  preserva- 
tion of  his  troops.  In  April  this  fortunate  commander 
took  the  field,  at  the  head  of  one  hundred  and  forty  thou* 
sand  men ;  and  the  count  de  Clermont  commanded  a  sepa* 
rate  body  of  nineteen  battalions  and  thirty  squadrons. 
Count  Lowendahl  was  detached  on  the  sixteenth  day  of 
-  the  month,  with  seven-and-tw^nty  thousand  men,  to  invade: 
Dutch  Flanders :  at  the  same  time,  the  French  minister  at 
the  Hague  presented  a  memorial. to  the  States,  intimating, 
that  his  master  was  obliged  to  take  this  step  by  the  neces- 
sity'of  war;  but  that  his  troops  should  observe  the  strictest 
discipline,  without  interfering  with  the  religion,  govern- 
ment, or  commerce  of  the  republic :  he  likewise  declared, 
that  the  countries  and  places  of  which  he  might  be  obliged 
to  take  possession  should  be  detained  no  otherwise  than  as 
a  pledge,  to  be  restored  as  soon  as  the  United  Provinces 
should  give  convincing  proofs  that  they  would  no  longer 
furnish  the  enemies  of  France  with  succours. 

§  XX.  While  the  States  deliberated  upon  this  declara- 
tion, count  Lowendahl  entered  Dutch  Brabant,  and  invest- 
ed the  town  and  fortress  of  Sluys,  the  garrison  of  which 
surrendered  themselves  prisoners  of  war  on  the  nineteenth 
day  of  April.  This  was  likewise  the  fate  of  Sas-van 
Ghent,  while  the  marquis  de  Contades,  with  another  detach- 
ment, reduced  the  forts  Perle  and  Leif  kenshoek,  with  the 
town  of  Philippine,  even  within  hearing  of  the  confederate 
army.  The  fort  of  Sanberg  was  vigorously  defended  by 
two  English  battalions  :  but  they  were  overpowered,  and 
(>bliged  to  retire  to  Welsthoorden ;  and  count  Lowendahl 
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undertook  the  siege  of  Hulst,  which  was  shamefully  sur- 
rendered by  La  Roque,  the  Dutch  governor,  though  he 
knew  that  a  reinforcement  of  nine  battalions  was  on  the 
march  to  his  relief.  Then  the  French  general  took  pos- 
session of  Axel  and  Temeu^,  and  began  to  prepare  flat 
bottomed  boats  for  a  descent  on  the  island  of  Zealand* 
The  Hutch  people  were  now  struck  w^ith  consternation. 
They  saw  the  enemy  at  their  doors,  and  owed  their  imme- 
diate preservation  to  the  British  squadron  stationed  at  the 
Swin,  under  the  command  of  commodore  Mitchel,'  who, 
by  means  of  his  sloops,  tenders,  and  smaller  aft,  took  such 
measures  as  defeated  the  intention  of  Lowendahl.  The 
common  people  in  Zealand  being  reduced  to  despair^ 
began  to  clamour  loudly  against  their  governors,  as  if  they 
had  uot  taken  the  proper  measures  for  their  security.  The 
friends  of  the  prince  of  Orange  did  not  neglect  this  oppor- 
tunity of  promoting  his  interest.  They  encouraged  their 
discontent,  and  exaggerated  the  danger:  they  reminded 
them  of  the  year  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  seventy- 
two,  when  the  French  king  was  at  the  gates  of  Amster- 
dam, and  the  republic  was  saved  by  the  choice  of  a  stadt- 
holder:  thev  exhorted  them  to  turn  their  eyes  on  the 
descendant  of  those  heroes  who  had  established  the  liberty 
and  independence  of  the  United  Provinces ;  they  extolled 
his  virtue  and  ability ;  his  generosity,  his  justice,  his  un- 
shaken love  to  his  country.  The  people  in  several  towns, 
inflamed  by  such  representations  to  tumult  and  sedition^ 
compelled  their  magistrates  to  declare  the  prince  of  Orange 
stadtholder.  He  himself,  in  a  letter  to  the  states  of  Zea- 
land, offered  his  services  for  the  defence  of  the  province. 
On  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  April  he  was  nominated  cap- 
tain general  and  admiral  of  Zealand.  Their  example  was 
followed  by  Rotterdam  and  the  whole  province  of  Holland ; 
and  on  the  second  day  of  May,  the  prince  of  Ora«ge  was,  in 
the  assembly  of  the  states  general,  invested  with  the  power 
and  dignity  of  stadtholder,  captain  general,  and  admiral  of 
the  United  Provinces.  The  vigorous  consequences  of  this 
resolution  immediately  appeared.  All  commerce  and  con- 
tracts with  the  French  were  prohibited :  the  peasants  were 

s  Not  the  person  vho  comnuinded  in  the  West  Indies. 
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armed  and  exercised:  a  resoludon  passed  for  making  a 
eonsiderable  augmentation  of  the  army :  a  council  of  war 
was  established  for  inquiring  into  the  conduct  of  the  gov* 
emors  who  had  given  up  the  frontier  places;  and  orders 
were  issued  to  commence  hostilities  against  the  French 
both  by  sea  and  land* 

$  XXI.  Meanwhile,  the  duke  of  Cumberiand  took  post 
with  his  whole  army  between  the  two  Nethes^  to  cover 
Bergen-op-Zoom  and  Maestricht;  and  mareschal  Saxe 
called  in  his  detachments,  with  a  view  to  hazard  a  general 
engagement.  In  the  latter  end  of  May,  the  French  king 
arrived  at  Brussels ;  and  his  general  resolved  to  undertake  the 
siege  of  Maestricht.  For  this  purpose  he  advanced  towards 
Louvain ;  and  the  confederates  perceiving  his  drift,  began 
their  march  to  take  post  between  the  town  and  the  enemy. 
On  the  twentieth  day  df  June,  they  took  possession  of  their 
ground,  and  were  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle,  with  their 
right  at  Bilsen,  and  their  left  extending  to  Wirle,  within  a 
mile  of  Maestricht,  having  in  the  front  of  their  left  wing 
the  village  of  Laffipldt,  in  which  they  posted  several  bat- 
talions of  British  infantry.  The  French  had  taken  posses- 
sion of  the  heights  of  Herdeeren,  immediately  above  the 
allies ;  and  both  armies  cannonaded  each  other  till  the  even- 
ing. In  the  morning,  the  enemy's  infantry  marched  down 
the  hill,  in  a  prodigious  column,  and  attacked  the  viHage  of 
LafFeldt,  which  was  well  fortified,  and  defended  with 
amazing  obstinacy.  The  assailants*  sufltrred  terribly  in 
their  approach,  from  the  cannon  of  the  confederates,  which 
was  served  with  surprising  dexterity  and  success ;  and  they 
met  with  such  a  warm  reception  (romihe  British  musketry 
as  they  could  not  withstand ;  but,  when  they  were  broken 
and  dispersed,  fresh  brigades  succeeded  with  astonishing 
perseverance.  The  confederates  were  driven  ont  of  the 
village :  yet  being  sustained  by  three  regiments,  they  m>ea- 
sured  back  their  ground,  and  repulsed  the  enemy  with  great 
slaughter.  Nevertheless,  count  Saxe  continued  pouring  in 
other  battalions,  and  the  French  regained  and  matntaiined 
their  footing  in  the  village,  after  it  had  been  three  times 
lost  and  carried.  The  action  was  chielty  confined  to  this 
post,  where  the  field  exhibited  a  horrible  scene  of  carnage, 
^t  noon  the  duke  of  CiAmfcterland  ordered  the  whole  left 
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wing  to  advance  against  the  enemy,  whose  infantry  gave 
way :  prince  Waldec  led  up  the  centre :  Mareschal  Bathi- 
ani  made  a  motion  with  the  right  wing  towards  Herdeeren, 
and  victory  seemed  ready  to  declare  for  the  confederates, 
when  the  fortune  of  the  day  took  a  sudden  turn  to  their 
prejudice.  Several  squadrons  of  Dutch  horse,  posted  in  the 
centre,  gave  way,  and  flying  at  full  gallop,  overthrew  five 
battalions  of  infantry  that  were  advancing  from  the  body  of 
reserve.  The  French  cavalry  charged  them  with  great  im- 
petuosity, increasing  the  confusion  that  was  already  produ- 
ced, and  penetrating  through  the  lines  of  the  allied  army, 
which  was  thus  divided  about  the  centre.  The  duke  of 
Cumberland,  who  exerted  himself  with  equal  courage  and 
activity  in  attempting  to  remedy  this  disorder,  was  in  dan* 
ger  of  being  taken ;  and  the  defeat  would  in  all  probability 
have  been  total,  had  not  sir  John  Ligonier  taken  the  reso- 
lution of  sacrificing  himself  and  a  part  of  the  troops  to  the 
safety  of  the  army.  At  the  head  of  three  British  regiments 
of  dragoons,  and  some  squadrons  of  Imperial  horse,  he 
charged  the  whole  line  of  the  French  cavalry,  with  such 
intrepidity  and  success  that  he  overthrew  all  that  opposed 
him,  and  made  such  a  diversion  as  enabled  the  duke  of 
Cumberland  to  effect  an  orderly  retreat  to  Maestricht.  He 
himself  was  taken  by  a  French  carabineer,  after  his  horse 
had  been  killed :  but  the  regiments  he  commanded  retired 
with  deliberation.  The  confederates  retreated  to  Maes- 
tricht, without  having  sustained  much  damage  from  the 
pursuit,  and  even  brought  off  all  their  artillery,  except  six- 
teen pieces  of  cannon.  Their  loss  did  not  exceed  six 
thousand  men  killed  and  taken ;  whereas  the  French  general 
purchased  the  viQtory  at  a  much  greater  expense.  The 
common  cause  of  the  confederate  powers  is  said  to  have 
suffered  from  the  pride  and  ignorance  of  their  generals.  On 
the  eve  of  the  battle,  when  the  detachment  of  the  count  de 
Clermont  appeared  on  the  hill  of  Herdeeren,  mareschal  Ba- 
thiani  asked  permission  of  the  commander  in  chief  to  attack 
them  before  they  should  be  reinforced,  declaring  he  would 
answer  for  the  success  of  the  enterprise*  No  regard  was 
paid  to  this  proposal :  but  the  superior  asked  in  his  turn, 
where  the  mareschal  would  be  in  case  he  should  be  wanted  ? 
He  replied,  ^^  I  shall  always  be  found  at  the  head  of  my 
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^^  troops,"  and  retired  in  disgust ;  the  subsequent  disposi- 
tion has  likewise  been  blamed,  inasmuch  as  not  above  one 
half  of  the  army  could  act,  while  the  enemy  exerted  their 
whole  force. 

$  XXII.  The  confederates  passed  the  Maese,  and 
encamped  in  the  Dutchy  of  Limburgh,  so  as  to  cover 
Maestricht;  while  the  French  king  remained  with  his 
army  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Tongres.  Mareschal  Saxe, 
having  amused  the  allies  with  marches  and  countermarches, 
at;  length  detached  count  Lowendahl  with  si x-and- thirty 
thousand  men  to  besiege  Bergen-op-Zoom,  the  strongest 
fortification  of  Dutch  Brabant,  the  favourite  work  of  the 
famous  engineer  Coehorn,  never  conquered,  and  generally 
esteemed  invincible.  It  was  secured  with  a  garrison  of 
three  thousand  men,  and  well  provided  with  artillery,  am- 
munition, and  magazines.  The  enemy  appeared  before  it 
on  the  twelfth  day  of  July,  and  summoned  the  governor  to 
surrender.  The  prince  of  Saxe  Hildburghausen  was  sent  to 
its  relief,  with  twenty  battalions  and  fourteen  squadro^is  of 
the  troops  that  could  be  most  conveniendy  assembled;  he 
entered  the  lines  of  Bergen-op-Zoom,  where  he  remained 
in  expectation  of  a  strong  reinforcement  from  the  confede* 
rate  army ;  and  the  old  baron  Cronstrom,  whom  the  stadt- 
holder  had  appointed  governor  of  Brabant,  assumed  the 
command  of  the  garrison.  The  besiegers  carried  on  their 
operations  with  great  vivacity ;  <md  the  troops  in  the  town 
defended  it  with  equal  vigour.  The  eyes  of  all  Europe 
were  turned  upqn  this  important  siege :  count  Lowendahl 
received  divers  reinforcements ;  and  a  considerable  body  of 
troops  was  detached  from  the  allied  army,  under  the  con^- 
mand  of  baron  Schwartzember,  to  cooperate  with  the  prince 
of  Saxe  Hildburghausen.  The  French  general  lost  a  great 
number  of  men  by  the  close  and  continual  fire  of  the 
besieged ;  while  he,  in  his  turn,  opened  such  a  number  of 
batteries,  and  plied  them  so  warmly,  that  the  defences  began 
to  give  way.  From  the  sixteenth  day  of  July  to  the  fif- 
teenth of  September,  the  siege  produced  an  intermitting 
scene  of  horror  and  destruction :  desperate  sallies  were 
made,  and  mines  sprung  with  the  most  dreadful  effects  :  the 
works  began  to  be  shattered ;  the  town  was  laid  in  ashes : 
the  trenches  were  filled  with  carnage  ;  nothing  was  seen  but 


im  wd  smoke ;  notfuag  heard  but  09A  eoi^MMied  voar  of 
bombs  and  canopo*  Bat  still  the,  damage  fell  chiefly  on 
^he  besifgers^  w4io  were  slain  in  heaps;  while  the  garrison 
suffered  very  little,  and  coyuld  be' occasionally  relieved  or 
reinforced  from  the  lines.  In  a  word^  it  was  generally 
helieved  tfiat  count  Lowendahl  would  be.  baffled  in  his 
endeavours ;  xind  by  thial  belief  the  governor  of  Bergen-op« 
Zoom  seems  to  have  been  lulled  into  a  blind  security.  At 
length,  some  inconsiderable  breaches  were  made  in  onQ 
ravtlia  and  two  b&stioyaSi  and  these  the  .French  general 
pesolved  to  storm,  though  Cronsitrom  believed  they  were 
impracticable :  and  on  that  supposition:  presumed  that  the 
tiieniy  wojiild  not  attempt  an  assault.  For  this  very  reason 
oount  Lowendahl  resolved  to  hazard  the  attack,  before  the 
preparations  should  be  made  for  his  rec^tion.  He  accord- 
ingly regulated  his  dispositions,  and  at  four  oVloek  in  the 
laming  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  September,  the  signal  was 
made  for  the  assault.  A  prodigious  quantity  qi  bomba 
being  thrown  into  the  ravelin,  his  troops  threw  themselves 
into  the  fosse,  mounted  the  breaches.,  forced  op^n  a  ssdly* 
port,  and  entered  the  place,  almost  without  resistance*  In  a 
word,  they  had  time  to  extend  themselves  along  the  cur- 
tains, and  form  in  order  of  batde,  before  the  garrison  could 
be  assembled.  Cronstrom  was  asleep,  and  the  soldiers  upon 
duty,  had  been  surprised  by  the  suddenness  and  impetuosity 
of  the.  attack*  Though  the  French  had  taken  possession  of 
kbe  ramparts,  they  did  not  gain  the  town  without  opposi* 
tion.  Two  battalions  t>f  the  Scottish  troops,  in  the  pay  of 
the  states  general,  were  assembled  in  the  market  [dace,  and 
attacked  them  with  such  fury,  that  they  were  driven  from 
street  to  street,  until  fresh  reinforcements  arriving,  compel- 
led the  Scots  to  retreat  in  their  turn ;  yet  they  disputed 
every  inch  of  ground,  and  fought  until  two-thirds  of  them 
were  killed  on  the  spot.  Then  they  brought  off  the  old 
governor,  abandoning  the  town  to  the  enemy:  the  troops 
that  were  encamped  in  the  lines  retreating  with  great  pre- 
cipitation, all  the  forts  in  tVie  neighbourhood  immediately 
surrendered  to  the  victors,  Who  now  became  masters  of  the 
whole  navigation  of  the  Schelde.  The  French  king  wu  no 
sooner  informed  of  Lowendahl's  suteessv,  than  he  promoted 
him  to  the  rank  of  mareschal  of  France ;  appointed  couaX 
Vol.  III.  "*£ 
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i/kMit  gb^etim-  of  the^otiqiieHid  T^eetitAtmin ;  ifid  rimttPBA 
kk  triliittit>h  to  YerjaiiUs.  tti  a  Ikde  time  after  thit  tratiaiC^ 
tioti^  (^mh  armiet  ^ere  dittribotttd  itKK>  vhnier  quaitrttii 
•tid  tlve  4ci&e  of  Cambierland  egMteibtd  fek-  Bngland,   : 

^  XXI lie,  ltkl*sAyi  the  French  arawi  did  tiot  trtu«i|A 
With  «qual  success,  Hhou^h  ^  iiMir«ichal  de  BcUeitk  fta# 
himself  at  tke  hrad  of  a  powerAil  aktiiy  ib  Provence*  ia 
lipril  he  f»aftBeA  th«  Var  without  opposition^  attd  took  potfv 
aeflsioti  of  Nice.  He  met  with  iittle  or  tio  restftaAce  itt 
teducing  Montalbato,  Viikifhitita^  wd  Venthai^ia ;  whUa 
geYieral  firown  widi  eigbt-and-twi^ocf  tbouaand  Austrbtisi 
t^Md  towards  f  ionl  and  Savotia.  lo  the  meam  ttaia^ 
Mother  large  body^  under  coimt  Scfairrietnberg,  whp  bad 
an^ceeded  the  ttar^is  dt  Sotta,  cooperated  with  fifteen 
thousand  Piedmooteae  in  an  atttdspt  to  recover  the  city  of 
Genoa.  The  Fr6n<ch  ki^g  had  sent  diek  supplies^  foccpiif% 
and  <eiigineers,  with  the  doke  de  Bonfflers,  ns  ambaaandot 
fO  tiie  ripublic,  who  likewise  acted  as  coniniatider  in  chief 
of  the  forces  employed  for  its  defence.  Tbm  Austrian 
general  assembled  hia  troops  in  the  MUan^ee:  having 
Scftced  the  passage  of  the  Bochetta  on  the  thirteenth  of 
Jiuuiary,  he  advanced  into  the  territories  of  Oenoa^  and 
the  Riirera  was  ravaged  without  mercy*  Off  the  last  da/ 
of  Mareh  he  appeai^ed  before  the  city,  at  the  head  of  {ortf 
thousand  men^  mid  sufumoned  the  revolters  to  lay  down 
their  arms*  The  aUsw^  he  received  was^  that  the  repub<» 
}ie  had  $ityr{i(Mr  thousand  men  in  arms,  two  hundred  and 
liixty  panjion,  thirty rfour  mortars^  with  abundance  of  am** 
Inuxutian  and  provision ;  that  they  would  defend  their 
liberty  with  their  last  blood,  and  be  buried  in  the  ruins  of 
fheir  capital,  rather  than  submit  to  the  clemency  of  tht 
4sonrt  of  Vienna,  exeept  by  an  honourable  capitulation^ 
gi;ianititeed  by  the  kings  of  Great  Sritain  and  Sardinia,  the 
t^epiibUc  of  Venice  and  the  United  Provinces*  In  the 
li^ginning  t)f  May,  GenOft  was  invested  on  all  sides ;  n 
Anrioua  a^y  was  niade  by  the  duke  de  Boufiens  wha 
^^ve  the  be^egers  from  their  posts  i  but  the . Austriana 
ffdlyingt  be  was  repulsed  in  his  tum^  with  the  lose  of  aeven 
Imndred  m^Q*     (General  §chuylen%berg  carried  on  his  ope4r 

rationa  with  such  skill,  vigour,  and  intrepidity,  that  be 
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:aB  ptdbabilky  w6uU  hinre  rcflixeod  tirti  AitT^  had  b«  not 
been  otiUge4  to  dmkt,  in  camcqaoiioe  of  the  repealed 
t!tBk^v0tt»nca  made;  l^  the  Ung  of  Sardinia  and  oouHt 
fifoim,  who.  fcprsBented  die  noxestil^  of  his  abasffemng 
his  enterprise,  and  drawing  oiF  his  array,  to  coffer  fifsdt 
kioht  'and  Ldnbardy  from  the  efforts  of  ntaresehal  do  Bel- 
liide.  Acicoidingljt,  he-*  raised  the  siege  on  thip  te^tii  day 
/sf  }um^  aadrf  turned  iqto  &e  MilaneaeviB  order  tor  jam 
tis  Sasdinian  laajesly;  .mfaila  Ae  Gehoesft  made  axk  trrui^ 
iMMi  into  the  Parmotait  and  Plaeeiitin;  where  they  commith 
ted  terrihle  outrages,, in iinvenge  for  the  miscUefs.  Aty  had 
fHMBsrgdnis*   *       .  * 

'  $:  XXIV.  While  die  mareschalde  Bellcisle  remained 
at  Ventinuglia,  his  brotiser^at  the  head  6[  fbar*and-lhirty 
thousand  French  and  Spaniards,  attempted  to  penetrate  into 
PiedmckBt  i  on  the  sixth  day  of  July  he  arrived  at  the  pasf 
cfSs^^s,  a  strong  fortress  on  the  frontiers  of  Dauptdoi^ 
^tuated  on  the  north  «de  of  the  river  Doris.  The  defenee 
df  this  important^post  die  king  of  Sardinia  had  cominttted 
to  the  tare  of ■  the  count  de  9rigueras,  who  formed  aa 
tocanapmcnt^  behind  the  lines,  with  fourteen  battaliona  of 
Stedmointette.  and. Austriaas,  while  divers  detachments  were 
'|iD8ted  along  the  passesi  of  tthe  Alps.^  On  die  eighth  day  of 
the  mbnththe'PiedmiDntdse  iatrenchments  were  attaeked  by 
Ae  thavidier  do  9^t^i^l<^f  'with  incredil;>le  intrepidity ;  \»it 
die  columns  werer  r«pul^ed  wtdi  great  loss  in  three  suteear 
ahre  attacks,  iiapatiep^  of  ^  diis  obs^at&  ap|Msltioiu  an4 
di^ermined  not  to  aiinF«iiye  a  miscarriage,  this  impetuous 
Ipeneral  seized  a  pair  ofjceloufs,  and  advanoing  at  the  head 
of  his  troops,  diiwiigh;  a  |Hrodi^ious  $re^  pitched  them  widi 
Ids  ojiTn  .h&nd  bb  die  enemy's  imrenchmenta.  At  thttl 
instant  he  fell  dead,  haviiig  received  twa;m\isket  balls  and 
^ei  thrust  of  a  bayonet  in^  his  body.  uThe  assailants  weff 
-mk  mush  dispirit  by  the  death  •  of  their  oommander,  thai 
they  fbnbwlth  gdve  way^  and  retreati^d  with  precipitation 
towards  Scsteries,  having  lost  near  fire  thuusand  men  la 
the  attack.  TW  maneschal  was  no  sooner  informed  of  hiil 
IxroCher's'miiifor^e,  than  he  retreated  towaords  the  Var,  to 
}oin  die  troops  from  Exillea,  while  the  king  of  Sardiniai 
kaving  assembled  an  surmy  of  seven^  thousand^  v^tni 
AiraatenedDavphsis^  irisbiaftrnvasioa;  Isittt  thft  tsfouuiff^ 
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tains  prevented  the  execution  of  lin  dottgn*'  Genefrai 
Leutrum  was  detached  with  twenty  battklions^  to  drive  (iie 
French  from  Ventimiglia ;  but  BelleiiBle  marcfahiji^'  haclo^ 
that  scheme  was  likewise  frustrated;*  and  thus  ended*  thk 
campaign.  ^ 

$  XXV.  In  this  manner  was  the\FreQch.  king  baffled 
in  his  projecu  ttpon  Italy  t  nor  was  he  mote  feltunat^  ik 
iiis   naval  operationsi      He   had,  in  the  preceding  *  yeai\ 
equipped  ai^  expensive  armament^  under  theoomhuuid  bf 
^e  duke  d'Anville,  for  the  rer6very.of 'Cape  Breton;  but 
it  was  rendered  ineffectual  hy  storms,  distempers^;  and  the 
death   of  the  commander.     Not  yet  discourageak  by  these 
disasters^  he  resolved  to  renew  his. efforts  agalhsr  tiie'Bri-> 
ttsh  colonies  in  North  America,  and  their  setdcments  ia 
the  East  Indies.      For  these  purpoees. two  squadrons*  were 
prepared  at  Brest,  one  to  be  commanded  fay  the  commodore 
At  la  Jonqukre ;  and  the  other  detuned  for  India^  by  ition«* 
sieur  de   St.  George*      The   ministry  of  Great  Britain, 
being  apprised  of  these  measunes,  resolved  to  intercept  both 
squadrons,  which  were  to  det  sail  together.     For  this  purt- 
{K)se  vice^adnnral  •  Adson  and  rear-admiral   Warres  took 
their  <leparture  from  Ply  mouth  rwith.  a.  fermidafale  fleets  anfl 
steered  their  course  to  Cape  .Finisierre  on.  the  coast  of 
Oallicia.     On  the  third  day  o£  May  they  fell  in  with  the 
French   squadrons,   commanded  by  la  Jonquiere  and  Sc 
George,  consisting  6f  »ix  large  ships  9f  war,  as  many  fri* 
gates,  and  four  armed  vessels  equipped  by  their  East^ndia 
company,   having^  under  their   convoy  aboaf  fhi^vMjfs 
laden  with  merchaiidizek     Those  ptrepared  for  war  imme*- 
diately  shortened  sail,  and  formed  a'  Ihie  of  batdr;  while 
||te  rest,  under  the  protection  of  the  six  fkigates,  proceeded 
bn  their  voyage  with  all  the   sail  they.jcoiild  carry.     The 
British  squadron  Was  likewise  drawaup  in  line  of  battle; 
but  Mr.  Warren,  pierceiving  thtt  the  eneimy  began  to  shea* 
Off^  now  their  convoy  was  at  a  considerable'  distance,  ad- 
vised admiral  Anson  to  haul  in  the  signal*  for  the  line,  nod 
hoist   another   for   giving   cha^e  and  engaging,  otfaerwye 
the  French  would,  in  all  probability,  escape  by  favodr  of 
the  night.     The .  proposal   was  '  emfaraced :  and  in  a*  ItHle 
tkne  %he  engagement-  began  wtth^  great,  fury,   about  foot 
oVdock  In  the  afteruoon.     The-  enemy  sustained .  the  isattk 
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Witb  equal  conduct  and  valour,  until  they  were  overpdWet-ed 
bjr  numbers,  and  then  they  struck  their  colourn*  The 
admiral  detached  three  ships  in  pursuit  of  the  convoy,  nine 
•ail  &{  which  were  taken ;  but  the  rest  were  saved  by  the 
intervening  darkness.  About  seven  hundred  of  the  French 
were  killed  dskd  wounded  in  this  action.  The  English  lost 
about  4ve  hundred;  and' among  these  captain  Grenville^ 
commander  of  the  ship  Defiance.  He  was  nephew  to  the 
lord  viscount  Cobham,  a  youth  of  the  most  amiable  charac-^ 
ter  and  promising  genius,  animated  with  the  noblest  senti^ 

'  ments  of  honour  and  patriotism.  Eager  in  the  pursuit  of 
glory,  he  rushed  into  the  midst  of  the  batde,  where  both 
his  legs  were  cut  off  by  a  cannon  balL  He  submitted  to 
his  fate  with  the  most  heroic  resignation,  and  died  univer-  - 
sally  bmented  and  beloved.  The  success  of  the  British 
arms  in  this  engagement  was  chiefly  owing  to  the  conduct, 
activity,  and  courage  of  the  rear-admiral.  A  considerable 
Quantity  of  bullion  was  found  in  the  prizes,  which  was 
brought  to  Spithead  in  triumph ;  and  the  treasure  being 
landed,  was  conveyed  in  twenty  wagons  to  the  bank  of 
liOndon.  Admiral  Anson  was  ennobled,  and  Mr.  Warrca 
honoured  with  the  order  of  the  Bath. 

§  XXVI.  About  the  middle  of  June,  commodore  Fox, 
with  six  ships  of  war,  cruising  in  the  latitude  of  Cape 
Ortegal  in  Gallicia,  took  above  forty  French  ships,  richly 
laden  from  St.  Domingo,  after  they  had  been  abandoned  by 
their  contoy.  But  the  French  king  sustained  another  more  ' 
important  loss  at  sea,  in  the  month  of  October.     Reaar-  ^       / 

admiral  Hawke  sailed  from.Fl3rmouth  in  the  beginning  of 
August, with  fourteen  ships  of  the  line,  to  intercept  a  fleet 
of  French  merchant  ships  bound  tor  the  West  Indies.  He 
cruised  for  some  time  on  the  coast  of  Bretagne ;  and  at 

'  length  the  French  fleet  sailed  from  the  isle  of  Aix^  under 
convoy  of  nine  ships  of  th6  line,  besides  frigates,  com- 
manded by  monsieur  de  Letendeut*.  Oti  the  fourteenth 
day  of  October  the  two  squadrons  were  in  sight  of  each 

.  other,  in  the  latitude  of  Belleisie.  The  French  commp* 
dore  immediately  ordered  one  of  his  great  ships,  and  the 
frigates,  to  proceed  with  the  trading  ships^  while  he  formed 
the  line  of  battle,  and  waited  the  attack*  At  eleven  in  the 
forenoon  admiral  Hawke  displayed  the  signal  to  chase,  and^ 
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in  hfU  tn  li9ur  both  fleeUi  were  engaged.  The  l^ltctt  lasted 
liU  night)  .when  aU  die  French  aquiKlrenf  except  the  Xntra^ 
pide  nii  ToDAiit,  hud  struck  to  the  English  fleg*  These 
iwo  eapitel  ships  esceped  in  the  dark,  and  retnmed*  tbo 
9rest  in  a  shattered  coRdkion«  The  French  captains  snar' 
lained  the  unequal  fight  with  unccmimoa  braveiy  and  reso^ 
}u(ion  i  and  did  not  yield  until  their  ships  were  dkaUed« 
Their  loss  in  liien  atnouuted  tp  eight  hundred  i  the  num^ 
her  of  English  killed  in  this  engageasent  did  not  cKteed 
two  hundred,  including  captain  S^iumarez,  a  gallant  oficer^ 
who  had  served  under  lord  Anson  in  his  otpediticm  to  dae 
Pacific  ocean*  Indeed,  it  muat  be  owned,  for  the  honour 
of  that  nobleman,  that  all  the  officers  formed  under  his 
example,  and  raised  by  his  influence,  approved  themselvea 
in  all  respects  worthy  of  the  catumands  to  which  they  were 
preferred,  Iminediately  after  the  action,  admiral  Hawkf 
despatched  ja  sloop  to  commodore  Legge,  who«e  squadron 
WAS  stationed  at  the  Leeward  Islands,  with  intelligence  of 
fhii  French  fleet  of  merchant  ships,  outward  f>oiind,  thai 
he  might  take  the  proper  mea&ur«;s  for  intercepting  them 
m  their  pa3sage  to  Martiniqtie,  and  the  other  French 
islands.  In  consequence  of  this  advice,  he  redoubled  his 
Vigilance,  and  a  good  number  of  them  fell  into  his  hands. 
Admiral  Hawke  conducted  his  prices  to  Sfuthead ;  and  in 
his  letter  to  the  board  of  admiralty  declared,  that  all  his 
eapitatns  behaved  like  mien  of  honour  during  the  engage* 
wient,  except  Mr.  Fox,  whose  conduct  he  desired  might  be 
aubjccted  to  inquiry.  That  gentleman  was  accordingly 
tried  by  a  court  martial,  and  suspended  from  his  command^ 
tor  having  followed  the  advice  of  bis  officera,  contrary  to 
bis  own  better  judgment:  but  he  waa  soon  restored,  and  ^ 
Afterwards  promoted  to  the  rank  of  admiral  i  while  Mr, 
MattheM's,  whose  courage  never  incurred,  suspictoni  still 
labouredTunder  a  suspension  for  titat  which  had  i^een  auc^ 
cessfully  practised  in  both  these  late  actions,  nainely« 
engaging  the  enemy  without   any  regard  to  the  Une  ttt 

battle* 

$  XXVII.  In  the  MediterraneaOt  vice-admiral  Med* 
ley  blocked  up  the  Spanish  squadron  in  Carthagena ;  as^ 
sisted  the  Austrian  general  on  the  coast  of  Villafrancai 
And  intercepted  some  of  the  attcc0iMa  sent  £rom  France^  t« 
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Ikflr  MStetn^  ftf  HM  Oefiotde«  At  hU  d^ftth  WMeh  hiipf>> 
)ckied  in  th&  begb^itig  of  Auguit^  the  comm&tid  of  that 
^ulkdfmi  devolved  upon  feftt-admiral  Byng,  wh6  proceeded 
tm  xht  ftiime  pki^  of  o^eration^  In  the  summer,  two  BrU 
lish  flhi^of  war^  having  undef  their  convoy  a  fleet  of  Ynei> 
thimi  dhipft  bound  to  North  America^  fell  in  with  the  Gh>* 
'lioso,  a  Spanish  ship  of  eighty  guus,  in  the  latitude  of  tht 
Western  Isle^.  She  hftd  mailed  from  the  Havannah,  with 
an  immense  treasure  on  board,  and  must  have  fallen  k 
pf  iKe  to  the  English  ships^  had  each  captain  done  his  duty. 
Captain  Ervkine)  in  the  Warwick  of  sijity  guns,  attacked 
hek-  with  great  iiitrepidity,  and  fought  until  hts  ship  wal 
t^ntireiy  disabled  i  but  being  unsustained  by  his  consort, 
he.  was  obliged  to  haul  oif,  and  the  Glorioso  arrived  in 
aafety^  at  Ferr^ ;  there  the  silver  was  landed,  and  she  pro^ 
teed^d  on  her  voyage  to  Cadiz,  which,  however,  she  did 
tiot  reach«  She  was  encountered  by  the  Dartmouth,  a 
British  frigate  of  forty  guns,  commanded  by  captain 
Kamilton>  a  gallant  youth,  who,  notwithstanding  the 
inequality  of  Ibrce,  engaged  her  without  hesitation  : 
but  in  tlte  heat  of  the  action^  his  ship  being  set  on  fire 
by#  accident,  was  blown  up,  and  he  perished  with  alt  hi«i 
tsrew,  except  a  midshipman  and  ten  or  eleven  sailors,  who 
were  taken  up  alive  by  a  privateer  that  happened  to  be  in 
Bight*  Favourable  as  this  accident  may  seem  to  the  Glo- 
rioso, she  did  not  escape*  An  English  ship  of  eighty  guns, 
Vnder  the  command  of  captain  Buckle,  came  up,  and 
obliged  the  Spaniards  to  surrepder,  after  a  short,  but  vigor- 
ous engagement*  Commodore  Griffin  had  been  sent,  with 
n  reinforcement  of  ships,  to  assume  the  command  of  tha 
aquadron  in  the  £ast  Indies;  and  although  his  arrival 
aecured  fort  St.  Davids,  and  the  other  British  settlements 
in  that  country,  from  the  insults  of  monsieur  de  la  Bour«* 
donnais,  his  strength  was  not  sufficient  to  enable  him  to 
undertake  any  enterprise  of  importance  against  the  enemy  i 
the  ministry  of  England,  therefore,  resolved  to  equip  a 
ifreah  arniagftent,  that  when  joined  by  the  ships  in  India, 
should  be  inn  condition  to  besiege  Pondicherry,  the  principal 
aettlement  belonging  to  the  French  on  the  coast  of  Coroman- 
del*  For  this  service,  a  good  number  of  independent  com- 
|ai»|ea  was  ra4s«4|  ami  s«t  sail  m  the  sequel,  with  a  strong 
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squadron  under  the  conduct  of  realr-aidmirftl  Boft^awen^  n^ 
gfficer  qi  unquestioned  valour  and  capacity*  In  the  course 
of  this  year,  the  British  cruisers  were  so  alert  and  sue* 
cessful,  that  they  took  six  hundred  and  forty-four  prizes 
from  the  French  and  Spaniards :  whereas  the  loss  of  Great 
Britain  in  the  same  time,  did  not  exceed  five  hundred  and 

^fty. 

§  XXVIII.  All  the  belligerent  powers  were  by  this 
time  heartily  tired  of  a  war  which  had  consumed. an  im- 
meVisity  of  treasure,  had  been  productive  of  so  much.  mis«> 
chief,  and  in  the  events  of  which,  all,  in  their  turps,  had 
found  themselves  disappointed.  '  Imm^jdiately  after  the 
battle  of  LafFeldt)  the  king  of  France  had,  in  a  personal 
conversation  with  sir  John  Ligonier,  expressed  bis  desire 
of  a  pacification;  and  afterwards  his  minister  at  the 
Hague  presented  a  declaration  on  the  same  subject  to  the 
deputies  of  the  states  general.  The  signal  success  of  the 
British  arms  at  sea  confirmed  him  in  these  sentiments,  which 
were  likewise  reinforced  by  a  variety  of  other  considerations* 
His  finances  were  almost  exhausted,  and  his  supplies  from 
the  Spanish  West  Indies,  renderied  so  precarious  by  the 
vigilance  of  the  British  crutzers,  that  he  could  no  longer 
depend  upon  their  arrival.  The  trading  p^rt-of  his  sub- 
jects had  sustained  such  losses*^  that  his  kingdom  was  filled 
with  bankruptcies ;  and  the  best  part  of  the.  navy  now  con- 
tributed to  strengthen  the  fleets  of  his  enemies.  The 
election  of  a  stadtholder  had  united  the  whole  po^er  of  the 
states  general  against  him,  in  taking  the  most  resolute' 
measures  for  their  own  safety:  his  views  in. Germany  were 
'entirely  frustrated  by  the  elevation  of  the  grand  duke  to  the 
Imperial  throne,  and  the  reestablishment  of  peace  between 
the  houses  of  Austria  and  Brandenburgh :  the  success  of 
his  arms  in  Italy  had  not  at  all  answered  his  expectation ; 
and  Genoa  \^as  become  an  expensive  ally.  He  had  the 
mortification  to  see  the  commerce  of  Britain  flourish  in 
the  midst  of  war,  while  his  own  people  were  utterly  em- 
poverished.  The  parliament  of  England  granted,  and 
the  I  nation  paid  such  incredible  sums  as  enabled  their 
sovereign  not  only  to  maintain  invincible  navies  and 
formidable  armies,  but  likewise  to  give  subsidies  to  all  the 
j)owers  of  Europe.     Hie  knew  that  a  tneaty.  of  this  kind 
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was  actuaU^'  upon  the  anvil  between  his  Britannic  majest3r 
and  the  czarina,  and  he  began  to  be  apprehensive  of  see* 
ing  an  army  of  Russians  in  the  Netherlands.  His  fears 
from  this  quarter  were  not  without  foundation*  In 
the  month  of  November,  the  earl  of  Hyndford,  am* 
bassador  from  the  king  of  Great  Britain  at  the  court  of 
Russia,  concluded  a  treaty  of  subsidy,  by '  which  the 
czarina,  engaged  to  hold  in  readiness  thirty  thousand  men, 
and  forty  galleys,  to  be  employed  in  the  service  of  the  con* 
federates,  on  the  first  requisition.  The  states  general 
acceded  to  this  agreement,  and  even  consented  to  pay  one 
fourth  of  the  subsidy.  His  most  christian  majesty,  moved 
by  these  considerations,  made  further  advances  tpwards  an 
accommodation  both  at  the  Hague  and  in  London ;  and 
the  contending  powers  agreed  to  another  congress,  which 
was  actually  opened  in  March  at  Aix-la-Chapelle,  where 
the  earl  of  Sandwich  and  sir  Thomas  Rdsinson  assisted  as 
plenipotentiaries  from  the  king  of  Great  Britain. 

$  XXIX.  The  elections  for  the  new  parliament  in 
England  had  been  conducted  so  as  fully  to  answer  the  pur- 
poses of  the  duke  of  Newcastle,  and  his  brother  Mr.  Pel- ' 
ham,  who  had  for  some  time  wholly  engrossed  the  admin- 
istration. Both  houses  were  assembled  on  the  tenth  day 
of  November,  when  Mr.  Onslow  was  unanimously  reelect- 
ed speaker  of  the  commons.  The  session  was  opened  as 
usual,  by  a  speech  from  the  throne,  congratulating  them  on 
the  signal  successes  of  the  British  navy,  and  the  happy 
alteration  in  the  government  of  the  United  Provinces.  His 
majesty  gave  them « to  understand,  that  a  congress  would 
speedily  be  opened  at  Aix-la-Chapelle,  to  concert  the 
means  for  effecting  a  general  pacification ;  and  reminded 
diem  that  nothing  would  nnore  conduce  to  the  success  of 
this  negotiation  than  the  vigour  and  unanimity  of  their 
proceedings.  He  received  such  addresses  as  the  ministers 
were  pleased  to  dictate.  Opposition  now  languished  at 
their  feet.  The  duke  of  Bedford  was  become  a  courtier, 
and  in  a  litde  time  appointed  secretary  of  state,  in  the 
room  of  the  earl  of  Chesterfield,  who  had  lately  executed  . 
that  office,  wliidi  he  now  resigned;  and  the  ear^  of  Sand- 
wich no  longer  harangued  against  the  administration. 
This  new  house  of  commons,  in  imitation  of  the  liberality 
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of  thetr  predecettora,  readily  gratified  aU  the  requests  of 
the  government.  Tbey  voted  forty  thousand  seamen,  forty* 
iline  thousand  land  forces,  besides  eleven  thousand  five  bun* 
4red  mariiies;  the  subsidies  for  the  ifueonof  Hungary,  the 
czarina,  the  king  of  Sardinia,  the  electors  of  Mentz  and 
Bavaria,  the  Hessians,  and  the  duke  of  Wolfenbuttle :  the 
aunt  of  two  hundred  thirty-five  thousand  aeven  hundred 
and  forty^nine  pounds  was  granted  to  the  provinces  of 
New  England^  to  reimburse  then  for  the  expense  of  re** 
ducing  Cape  Breton :  five  hundred  thousand  pounds  were 
^ven  to  his  majesty  for  the  vigorous  prosecution  of  the 
war;  and  about  one  hundred  and  fifty <-two  thousand 
pounds  to  the  Scottish  claimants  in  lieu  of  their  jurisdic- 
tion. The  supplies  for  the  ensuing  year  fell  very  little 
abort  of  nine  millions,  of  which  the  greater  pmrt  was  raised 
on  a  loan  by  subscription,  chargeable  on  a  new  subsidy  of 
poundage  exacted  from  all  merchandise  imported  into 
Great  Britain.  Immediately  after  the  rcbelHcm  was  sup- 
pressed the  legislature  had  established  some  regulations  in 
Scotland,  which  were  thought  necessary  to  prevent  such 
'Vommotions  for  the  future.  The  Highlanders  were  disarm* 
pdy  and  an  act  passed,  for  abolishing  their  peculiarity  oi 
gaib,  wluch  was  supposed  to  keep  up  party  distinctions,  tQ. 
entourage  their  martial  disposition,  snd  preserve  the  me* 
jJH^ty  of  the  exploits  achieved  by  their  ancestors.  In  this 
suasion  11  bill  was  brought  in  to  inforce  the  execution  of 
that  law,  and  passed  with  another  act  for  the  mare  effectual 
punishment  of  high  treason  in  the  Highlands  of  ScdtlancU 
'The  practice  of  insuring  French  and  Spanish  ships  at 
London  being  deemed  the  sole  circumstance  that  pre- 
vented a  toftal  stagnation  of  con^merce  in  those  countries^ 
it  was  prohibited  by  law  under  severe  penalties «  and  thi% 
iHep  of  the  British  parliament  accelerated  the  conclusion  of 
fhe  treaty.  Several  other  prudent  measures  were  taken  in 
the  cout^e  of  this  session,  for  the  bene^t  of  the  public ;  and 
amon^  these,  we  may  reckon  an  act  for  encouraging  the: 
laanufacture  of  indigo  in  the  British  plantations  of  Nortli 
America;  an  article  for  which  Great  Britain  used  to  p&jr 
t^ohuii^ed  thousand  poimds  yearly  to  the  subjects  of 
fiance*     Thf  sessipn  was  glose d  on  th^  thirteenth  day  of 
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May,*  wheti  the  king  Aedtred  to  both  Inmsef ,  thatdM  pnr 
liminiiries  of  a  gfenenil  peact  were  actually  signed  at  Aia> 
b^Chapeile  bj  the  mtnikters  of  Gteait  Britain,  Fnmoc^ 
and  die  Uaited  Provincei;  and  that  the  basis  ot  this 
accoitimodation  Mras  a  generd  restitntioti  of  the  6i»Qii|ii«Bls 
trhtch  had  been  made  during  the  war»  IiAiiiedsailely  after 
the  prorogation  of  parKaittent  his  majesty  set  out  for  his 
Oerman  dominionsi  afber  having  appointed  a  regpency  to 
rule  the  realm  in  his  absence. 

^  XXX*  The  articles  might  have  beeh  nude  mash 
less  unCsivonrable  to  Great  Briuin  and  her  allies^  had  the 
ministry  made  a  proper  use  of  the  treaty  with  the  cfearinai 
and  if  the  confederates  had  acted  with  more  vigour  and 
expedition  in  the  beginning  of  the  campaign*  The  Hus^ 
si:|n  auxiliaries  might  have  been  transported  beyond  sea  to 
Li^ck  before  the  end  of  the  preceding  summer,  in  theif 
own  galleys  which  had  been  lying  ready  for  use  since  the 
month  of  Jnly*  Had  this  expedient  been -used,  die  Russiaii 
troops  would  have  joined  the  confederate  army  before  the 
conclusion  of  the  last  campaign*  But  this  easy  and  exfie^ 
ditious  method  of  conveyance  was  rejected  for  a  march  by 
land[,  of  incredible  length  and  difficulty,  which  could  not  be 
begun  before  the  month  of  January,  nor  accomplished  titt 
midsummer*  llie  operations  of  the  campaign  had  bees 
concerted  at  the  Hague  in  January,  by  the  respective  mitt- 
isters  of  the  allies,  who  resolved  to  bring  an  army  of  one 
hundred  and  ninety  thousand  men  into  the  Netherlands,  in 
order  to  compd  the  French  to  abandon  the  barrier  which 
they  had  conquered*  The  towns  of  HoUand  became  the 
scenes  of  tumult  and  insurrection*  The  populace  ^un^ 
dered  the  farmers  of  the  revenue,  abolished  the  taxes,  aad 
insulted  the  magistrates ;  so  that  the  states  general,  seeing 
their  country  on  the  brink  of  anarchy  and  confusion^ 
authori2ed  the  prince  of  Orange  to  make  such  alteratis^ns  aa 
he  should  see  convenient*  They  presented  him  with  a  di^^ 
pioma,  by  which  he  was  constituted  hereditary  stadtholder 
and  captain  general  of  Dutch  Brabant,  Flanders,  and  tha 
upper  quarter  of  Gueldcrland ;  and  the  East  India  com-' 
pany  appointed  iiim  director  and. governor  g^eralof  chtif 

*  An.  tr*S. 


^  mSTOdlT  OT  EKGLAXD.  .1f4B. 

c»mmerce  and  settleiaientft  in  the  Indies.  Thus  rarest^ 
ed  with  authority  unknown  to  his  ancestors,  he  exerted^ 
Himself  with  equal  industry  and  discretion  in!  new  modelUng^ 
aagmenting,  and  assembling  the  troops  of  the  republic* 
The  cottfedeiates  knew  that  the  count  de  Saxe  had  a  design 
upon  Maestricht:  the  Austrian  general  Bathiani  made 
repeated  remonstrances  to  the  British  minbtr}^  entreating 
them  to  take  speedy  measures  for  the  preservation  of  that 
fortress.  He  in  the  month  of  January  proposed  that  the 
duke  of  Cumberland  should  cross  the  sea^  and. confer  with 
the  prince  of  Orange  on  this  subject :  he  undertook,  at  the 
peril  of  his  head,  to  cover  Maestricht  with  seventy  thou* 
sand  men,  from  all  attacks  of  the  enemy ;  but  his  repre«> 
sentations  seemed  to  have  made  very  little  impression  on 
those  to  whom  they  were  addressed.  The  duke  of  Cum-^ 
herland  did  not  depart  from  England  till  towards  the  latter 
end  of  February :  part  of  March  was  elapsed,  before  the 
transports  sailed  from  the  Nore  with  the  additional  troc^ 
and  artillery ;  and  the  last  drafts  from  the  footguards  were 
not  embarked  till  the  middle  of  August* 

$.  XXXI.  The  different  bodies  of  the  confederate  forces 
joined  each  other,  and  encamped  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
ROiremond,  to  the  number  of  one  hundred  and  ten.thou«' 
sand  men ;  and  the  French  army  invested  Maestricht,  with* 
out  opposition  on  the  third  day  of  April.  The  garrison 
consisted  of  Imperial  and  Dutch  troops,  under  the. conduct 
of  the  governor,  bat-on  d'Aylva,  who  defended  the  place 
with  extraordinary  skill  and  rescdution.  He  annoyed  the 
besiegers  in  repeated  sallies :  but  they  were  determined  to 
surmount  all  opposition,  and  prosecuted  their  approaches 
with  incredible  ardour.  They  assaulted  the  covered  way, 
and  there  effected,  a  lodgement,  after  an  obstinate  dispute,  in 
which  they  lost  two  thousand  of  their  best  troops  :  but,  next 
day  they  were  entirely  dislodged  by  the  gallantry  of  the 
garrison.  These  hostilities  were  suddenly  suspended,  in 
consequence  of  the  preliminaries  signed  at  Aix-la-Chapelle* 
The  plenipotentiaries  agreed,  that,  for  the  glory  of  his 
christian  majesty's  arms,  the  town  of  Maestricht  should  be 
surrendered  to  his  general,  on  condition  that  it  should  be 
restored  with  all  the  magazines  and  artillery.  He  accord* 
ingly  took  possession  of  it  on  the  third  day^  of  May,  when 


the  garrison  mtrchod  out  whh  all  the  honours  of  war:  and 
a  f  cessation  of  iarma  immediately  ensued*  By  this  time  the 
Russian  auxiliaries,  to  the  number  of  thirty-aeven  tfaousaod, 
^commanded  by  prince  Repnin,  had  arrived  in  Morairia, 
where  they,  were  reviewed  by  their  Imperial  majesties :  then 
they  proceeded  to  the  confines  c^  Franconia,  wliere  thejj' 
were  ordered  to  halt,  after  they  had  marched  seven  hundred 
miles  since  the  beginning  of  the  year.  .  The  French  king 
decla^ed,  that  should  they  advance  hither,  he  would  demol- 
ish  the  ^rtifications  of  Maestricht  and  Bergen-op-Zoom* 
This  dispute  was  referred  to  the  plenipotentiaries,  who^  in 
the  beginning  of  August,  concluded  a  convention,  import* 
ing,  that  the  Russian .  troops  should  return  to  their  own 
country ;  and  that  the  French  king  should  disband  an  equal 
number  of  his  forces.  The  season  being  far  advanced,  the 
Russians  were  provided  with  winter  quarters  in  Boheaua- 
and  Moravia,  where  they  continued  till  the  spring,  when 
they  marched  back  to  Livonia-  In  the  mean  time  seve&<* 
and-thirty  thousand  French  troops  were  withdrawn  from 
Flanders  into  Picardy,  and  the  two  armies  remained  quiet 
till  the  conclusion  of  the  definitive  treaty.  The  suspension 
of  arms  was  proclaimed  at  London,  and  in  aU  the.  capitals 
of  the  contracting  powers  :  orders  were  sent  to  the  respec- 
tive admirals  in  different  parts  of  the  world,  to  refrain  from 
hostilities ;  and  a  communication  of  trade  and  intelligence 
was  again  opened  between  the  nations  which  had  been  at 
variance.  No  material  transaction  distinguished  the  cam*; 
paign  in  Italy.  The  French  and  Spanish  troops  who  had 
joined  the  Genoese  in  the  /teorritories  of  the  republic, 
amounted  to  thirty  thousand  men,  under  the  direction  of  the 
dukt^^de  Richelieu,  who  was  sent  from  France  to  atsuaie 
that  command,  on  the. death  of  the  duke  de  BouiBers; 
while  mareschal  de  Belleisle,  at  the  head  of  fifty  thousand 
men,  covered  the  western.  Riviera,,  which  was  threatened 
with  an  invasion  by  forty  thousand  Austrians  and  Piedmori- 
tiese,  under  genetial  Leutrum.  At  the  same  time  general 
Browrij  with  a  more  numerous  army,  prepared  to  reenter 
tlie  eastern  Riviera,  and  recommence  the  siege  of  Genoa* 
But  these  intended  operations  were  prevented  by  an  armistice, 
which  took  place  as  soon  as  the  belligerent  powers  ^ad 
acceded  to  the  preliminaries. 
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$  XX'XII.  In  the  £adt  Indies,  rear-idmiral  Boseawen 
undertook  the  slego  of  Pondicherry,  which,  in  the  month  of 
August,  he  blocked  up  by  sea  with  his  squadron,  and  inrest* 
ed  by  land  with  a  small  army  of  four  thousand  Eiiropeans^ 
and  about  two  thousand  natives  of  that  countr}'.     He  pro-« 
secuted  the  enterprise  with  great  spirit,  and  took  the  fort 
of  Area  Coupan,  at  the  distance  of  three  miles  from  the 
town !  then  he  made  his  approaches  to  the  place,  against 
which  he  opened  batteries,  while  it  was   bombarded  and 
eannonaded  by  the  shipping.     But  the  fortifications  were  so 
strong,  the  garrison  so  numerous,  and  the  engineers  of  the 
enemy  so  expert  in  their  profession,  that  he  made  very  little 
progress,  and  sustained  considerable  damage.  At  length,  his 
army  being  diminished  by  sickness,  and   the  rainy  season 
approriching,  he  ordered  the  artillery  and  stores  to  be  reem- 
barked ;  and  raising  the  siege  on  the  sixth  day  of  October, 
returned  to  fort  St.  David,  after  having  lost  about  a  thou* 
sand  men  in  this  expedition^     In  the  sequel,  several  ships 
of  his  squadron,  and  above  twelve  hundred  sailors,  perished 
in  a  hurricane.  The  naval  force  of  Great  Britain  was  more 
successful  in  the  West   Indies.     Rear-admiral    Knowles, 
with  a  squadron  of  eight  ships,  attacked  fort  Lewis,  on  the 
south  side  of  Hispaniola,  which  after  a  warm  action  of  three 
hours   was  surrendered  on   capitulation,   and  dismantled. 
Then  he  made  an  abortive  attempt  upon  St.  Jago  de  Cuba,' 
and  returned  to  Jamaica,  extremely  chagrined  at  his  disap* 
pointment,  which  he  imputed  to  the  misconduct  of  captain 
Dent,  who  was  tried  in  England  by  a  court  martial,  and 
honourably  acquitted.     On  the  first  day  of  October,  the 
same  admiral  cruising  in  the  neighbourhood  of  th^^  Havan- 
nah,  with  eight  ships  of  the  line,  encountered  a  Spanish 
squadron  of  nearly  the  same  strength,  uttder  the  Command 
of  the  admirals  Reggio  and  Spinola.     The  engagement  be- 
gan between  two  and  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon^  and  con- 
tinued with  intervals  till  eight  in  the  evening,  when  the 
enemy  retired  to  the  Havannah,  with  the  loss  of  two  ships  r 
one  of  which  struck  to  the  British  admiral,  and  tlie  other 
was,  two  days  after,  set  on  fire  by  her  own  commander,  that 
she  might  not  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  English.     Mr. 
Kn^wles  taxed  some  of  his  captains  with  misbehaviour,  and 
they  recriminated  on  his  conduct.  On  their  return  to  £ng« 
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ImcU  a  court  n^rittl  was  the  consciitteBee  of  Uic  mutual 
accusations.  Those  who  adhered  to  the  commander,  and 
tlie  others  whom  he  tmpeacheid,  were  inflamed  against  each 
other  with  the  most  rancorous  resentment.  The  admiral 
himself  did  not  escape  uncensured :  two  of  his  captains 
Were  reprimanded :  but  captain' Holmes,  who  had  displayed 
uncommon  courage,  was  honourably  acquitted.  Their  ani- 
mosities did  not  end  with  the  court  martial.  A  bloodless 
encounter  happened  between  the  admiral  and  captain  Pow- 
ktt:  but  captain  Innes  and  captain  Claris,  meeting  by 
appointment  in  Hyde  Park  with  pistols,  the  former  was 
mortally  wounded,  and  died  next  morning ;  the  latter  was 
tried,  and  condemned  for  murder,  but  indulged  with  his 
majesty's  pardon.  No  naval  transaction  of  any  conse« 
quence  happened  in  the  Europl^an  seas,  during  the  course 
of  this  summer.  In  January,  indeed,  the  Magnanime,  a 
French  ship  of  the  line,  was  taken  in  the  channel  by  two 
English  cruisers,  after  an  obstinate  engagement :  and  th6 
privateers  took  a  considerable  number  of  merchant  ships 
firom  the  enemy. 

$  XXXIII.  The  plenipotentiaries  still  continued  at 
Aix-la-Chapelle,  discussing  all  the  articles  of  the  definitive 
treaty,  which  was  at  length*  concluded  and  signed  on  the 
seventh  day  of  October;  It  was  founded  on  forlher  trea- 
ties, 'which  were  now  expressly  confirmed,  from  that  of 
Westphalia  to  the  last  concluded  at  London  and  Vienna. 
The  contracting  parties  agreed.  That  all  prisoners  on  each 
aide  should  be  mutually  released,  without  ransom  and  aH 
conquests  restored :  that  the  dutchies  of  Parma,  Placentia 
and  €(uas^£^lta,  should  be  ceded  as  a  settlement  to  the  rafant 
Don  Philip,  and  the  heirs  male  of  his  body;  but  in  case  of 
his  ascending  the  throne  of  Spain,  or  of  the  Two  Sicilies,  or 
his  dying  without  male  issue,  that  they  should  revert  to 
the  house  of  Austria ;  that  the  king  of  Great  Britain  should 
immediately  after  the  ratification  of  this  treaty,  send  two 
persons  of  rank  and  distinction,  to  reside  in  France,  as  hos- 
tages, until  restitution  should  be  made  of  Cape  Breton,  and 
all  the  other  conquests  which  his  Britannic  majesty  should 
have  achieved  in  the  East  or  West  Indies,  before  or  aftet 
the  preliminaries  were  signed :  that  the  assiento  contract, 
witl^  ^  V^dc  oS  the  ammal  ship,  sliould  be  confirmed  fdr 
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four  yeam,  durag  which  die  etijoyment  of'  that  privilege^ 
was  suspended  since  the  commencement  of  the  present  war, 
that  Dunkirk  should  remain  fortified  on  the  land  side,  and 
towards  the  sea  continuing  on  the  footing  of  former  trea- 
ties.    All  the  contracting  powers  became  guarantees  to  the 
king  of  Prussia  for  the  dutchy  of  Silesia  and  the  county  of 
Glatz,  as  he  at  present  possessed  them ;  and  they  likewise 
engaged  to  secure  the  empress  queen  of  Hungary  and  Bo- 
hemia in  possession  of  her  hereditary  dominions,  according 
to  the  pragmatic  sanction*     The  other  articles  regulated  the 
forms  and  times  fixed  for  his  mutual  restitution,  as  well  as 
for  the  termination  of  hostilities  in  different  parts  of  the 
world*  But  the  right  of  English  subjects  to  navigate  in  the 
American  seas,  without  being  subject  to  search,  was  not 
once  mentioned,  though  this  claim  was  the  original  source 
of  the  diiferences  between  Great  Britain  and  Spain :  nor 
were  the  limits  of  Acadia  ascertained.     This  and  all  other 
disputes  were  left  to  the  discussion  of  commissaries.      We 
have  already  observed,  that  after  the  troubles  of  the  empire 
began,  the  war  was  no  longer  maintained  on  British  princi- 
ples.    It  became  a  continental  contest,  and  was  prosecuted 
on  the  side,  of  the  allies  without  conduct,  spirit,  or  unanimity. 
In  the  Netherlands  they  were  outnumbered  and  outwitted 
by  the  enemy.     They  never  hazarded  a  battle  without  sus- 
taining a  defeat.     Their   vast  armies,  paid  by  Great  Bri- 
tain, lay  inactive,  and  beheld  one  fortress  reduced  after  ano- 
ther, until  t!he  whole  country  was  subdued;  and  as  their 
generals  fought,  their  plenipotentiaries  negotiated.      At  a 
time  when  their  affairs  began  to  wear  the  most  promising 
aspect,  when  the  arrival  of  the  Russian  auxiliaries  would 
have  secured  an  undoubted  superiority  in  the  field ;  when 
the   British  fleets  had   trampled  on   the    naval   power  of 
France  and  Spain,  intercepted  their  supplies  of  treasure,  and 
cut  off  all  their  resources  of  commerce  ;   the  British  minis- 
ters  seemed  to  treat,  without  the  least  regard  to  the  honour 
and   advantage-   of   their  country.      They   left   her   most 
valuable  and  necessary  rights  of  trade  unowned  and  unde- 
cided :  they  subscribed  to  the  insolent  demand  of  sending 
the  nobles  of  the  realm  to  grace  the  court,  and  adorn  the 
triunbphs  of  her  enemy ;  and  they  tamely  gave  up  her  con- 
quests in  North  America, '  of  more  consequence   to  her 
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traffic  than  all  the  other  dominions  for  which  the  powers  at 
«rar  contended :  they  gave  up  the  important  isle  of  Cape 
Breton,  in  exchange  for  a  petty  factory  in  the  East  Indies, 
belonging  to  a  private  company,  whose  existence  had  been 
deemed  prejudicial  to  the  commonwealth.  What  then  wese 
the  fruits  which  Britain  reaped  from  this  long  and  desperate 
war  ?  A  dreadful  expense  of  blood  and  treasure,^  disgrace 
upon  disgrace,  an  additional  load  of  grievous  impositions, 
and  the  national  debt  accumulated  to  the  enormous  sum  of 
eighty  millions  sterling. 

t  Suok  an  expensive  wan  cotdd  not  be  maintained  without  a  yerj  extraor « 
dinary  exertion  of  a  commercial  spirit :  accordingly  we  find  that  Great  Britau, 
since  the  death  of  king  William,  has  risen  under  her  pressures  with  increased  viv* 
our  and  perseverance.  Whether  it  be  owing  to  the  natural  progression  ot  trade 
extending  itself  from  its  origin  to  its  acme  otneplus  tiltra,  or  to  the  encourage- 
ment given  by  the  administration  to  moneyed  men  of  all  denominations;  or  to  ue« 
eessity,  impelling  those  who  can  no  longer  live  on  small  incomes  to  risk  their 
capias  in  traflic»  that  they  may  have  a  chance  for  bettering  their  fbrtanes ;  or. 
lastly,  to  a  concurrence  of  all  these  causes ;  certain  it  is,  the  national  et^orts  and 
imports  have  been  sensibly  increasing  for  these  forty  ^ears :  the  yearly  medium  of 
woollen  exports,  from  the  year  17d8  to  1743  inclusive,  amounted  to  about  three 
millions  and  a  half,  which  was  a  yearly  increase  on  the  medium,  of  five  hundred 
thousand  pounds  above  the  medium  from  1718  to  1794.  From  this  article  the  rea- 
der will  conceive  the  prodigious  extent  and  importanee  of  the  British  commerce. 
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Wesbnimster  electiofu  §  XXXIX.  Earthquahs  in  Lon^ 
dctt*  ^  XL.  Pestilential  fever  at  the  sexton  in  the  QU 
JBailey*  $  XLL  Disputes  between  Russia  and  Sweden* 
$  XL II.  Plan  for  electing  the  archduke  Joseph  King  of 
^  jRomans.  $  XLIIL  Opposition  of  the  King  of  Prus^ 
sia.  $  XLI V.  Disputes  with  the  French  ahkt  the  limits 
^Nova  Scotia.  §  XLV.  Treaty  with  Spain.  $  XLVL 
Session  opened.  $  XLVIL  Debate  on  the  address. 
\  XLVIIL  Supplies  granted.  $  XLIX.  Death  and 
Chara^er  of  the  Prince  of  Wales.  $  L.  Settlement  of  m 
Regency <^  in  case  of  a  minor  Sovereign,  $  LL  General 
naturalizeition  hili.  §  LIL  Censure  passed  upon  a  paper 
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Murray  sent  prisoner  to  Newgate.  %  L  V.  Session  closed. 
Stile  altered. 

§  I.  Tfi£  peace  of  Aix-la-ChapeUe,  however 
UBSt^ble  or  inglorious  ic  might  appear  to  thoae  who  under«- 
stood  the  interests,  and  fek  for  the  honour  of  their  couAtr^, 
was  nevertheless  not  unwelcome  to  the  nation  in  gcneraL 
The  British  minisCry  vviii  always  find  it  more  difficult  to 
satisfy  the  people  at  the  end  of  a  successful  campaign,  thaa 
at  the  conclusion  of  an  unfortunate  vrsit.  The  English  air 
impatient  of  miscarriage  and  disappointment,  and  too  apt  to 
be  intoxicated  with  victory.  At  ^is  period  they  were  tired 
of  the  burdens,  and  sick  of  the  disgraces,  to  which  they  had 
been  exposed  in  the  course  of  seven  tedious  campaigos. 
They  had  suffered  considerable  losses  and  interruption  in 
the  artide  of  commerce,  which  was  the  source  of  their 
national  opulence  and  power :  They  knew  it  would  neces/- 
sarily  be  dogged  with  additional  dudes,  for  the  n:iaint»-' 
nance  of  a  continental  war,  and  the  support  of  foreign 
aubsidiariea;^  and  they  drew  very  faint  presages  of  futuj^ 
success  either  from  the  conduct  of  their  allies,  km*  the  capii«- 
city  of  their  commajoders.  To  a  people  influenced  by  these 
consideratioiiB,  the  restoration  of  a  free  trade,  the  respite 
from  that  anxiety  and  s^^spense  which  the  prosecution  of  a 
war  never  fails  to  -engender,  and  the  prospect  of  a  speedy 
deliverance  from  discouraging  restraint  and  oppressive 
imposiiions,   were    advantages    that   sweetened  the  bitter 
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draught  of  a  dishonourable  treaty,  and  induced  the  ma- 
jority of  the  nation  to  acquiesce  in  the  peace,  not  barely 
without  murmuring,  but  even  with  some  degree  of  satia* 
faction  and  applause.  , 

$  II.  Immediately  after  the  exchange  of  ratifications  at 
Aix*la-Chapelle  the  armies  were  broke  up :  The  allies  in  the 
Netherlands  withdrew  their  several  proportions  of  troops ; 
the  French  began  to  evacuate  Flahders ;  and  the  English 
fortes  were  reembarked  for  their  own  country.  His  Bri- 
tannic majesty  returned  from  his  German  dominions  •  in 
November,  having  landed  near  Margate,  in  Kent,  after  a 
dangerous  passage ;  and  on  the  29th  of  the  same  taonth  he 
opened  the  session  of  parliament.  By  this  time  the  misun- 
derstanding between  the  first  two  personages  of  the  royal 
family  had  been  increased  by  a  fresh  succession  of  matter. 
The  prince  of  Wales  had  held  a  court  of  Stannary,  in  quality 
of  duke  of  Cornwall;  and  revived  some. claims  attached  to 
that  dignity,  which,  had  they  been  admitted,  would  have 
gready  augmented  his  influence  amongf  the  Cohiish.  bo- 
roughs. These  efforts  roused  the  jealousy  of  the  adminis- 
tration, which  had  always  considered  them  as  an  interest 
wholly  dependent  on  the  crown :  and,  therefore,  the  preten- 
sions of  his  rbyal  highness  were  opposed  by  the  wh<de 
weight  of  the  ministry.  His  adherents,  resenting  .these 
hostilities  as  an  injury  to  their  royal  master,  immediately 
joined  the  remnant  of  the  former  opposition  in  parliament, 
and  resolved  to  counteract  all  the  ministerial  measures  that 
should  fall  under  their  cognisance ;  at  least,  they  determined 
to  seize  every  opportunity  of  thwarting  the  servants  of  the 
xrown,  in  every  scheme  or  proposal  that  had  not  an  evident 
tendency  to  the  advantage  of  the  nation.  This  band  of 
auxiliaries  was  headed  by  the  earl  of  £^,  Dr.  Lee,  and  Mr. 
N — ^t.  The  first  possessed  a  species  of  eloquence  rather 
plausible  than  powerful :  he  spoke  with  fluency  and  fire  :  his 
spirit  was  bold  and  enterprising,  his  apprehension  quick,  and 
his  repartee  severe.  Dr.  Lee  was  a  map  of  extensive  erudi? 
tion  and  irreproachable  morals,  particularly  versed  in  the  civil 
law,  which  he  professed,  and  perfecdy  well  acquainted  with 
the  constitution  of  his  country.  Mr.  N— ^4:  was  an  orator  of 
middling  abilities,  who  harangued  upon  all  subjects  indis- 
cfiminately,  and  supplied  with  confidence  what  he  wanted 
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in  capacity :  he  had  been  at  some  pains  to  study  the  busi- 
ness of  the  houise,  as  well  as  to  understand  the  machine  of 
government;  and  was  tolerably  well  heard /as  he  generally 
spoke  with  an  appearance  of  good  humour,  and  hazarded 
every  whimsical  idea,  as  it  rose  in  his  imagination.  But 
lord  Bolingbroke  is  said  to  have  been  the  chief  spring  which, 
in  secret,  actuated  the  deliberations  of  the  prince's  court. 
That  nobleman,  seemingly  sequestered  from  the  tumults  of 
a  public  life,  resided  at  Battersea,  where  he  was  visited 
like  a  sainted  shrine  by  all  the  distinguished  votaries  of 
wit,  eloquence,  and  political  ambition.  There  he  was 
cultivated  and  admired  for  the  elegante  of  his  manners, 
and  the  charms  of  his  conversation.  The  prince's  curiosity 
was  first  captivated  by  his  character,  and  his  esteem  was 
afterwards  secured  by  the  irresistible  address  of  that  extra- 
ordinary personage,  who  continued  in  a  regular  progression 
to  insinuate  himself  still  farther  and  farther  into  the  good 
graces  of  his  royal  patron.  How  far  the  conduct  of  his 
royal  highness  was  influenced  by  the  private  advice  of  tKis 
nobleman  we  shall  not  pretend  to  determine :  "but,  certain  it 
is^  the  friends  of  the  ministry  propogated  a  report,  that'he 
was  the  dictator  of  those  measures  which  the  prince  adopted ; 
and  that,  under  the  specious  pretext  of  attachment  to  the 
heir  apparent  of  the  crown,  he  concealed  his  real  aim,  which 
was  to  perpetuate  the  breach  in  the  royal  family.  What- 
ever his  sentiments  and  motives  might  have  been,  this  was 
no  other  than  a  revival  of  the  old  ministerial  clamour,  that 
a  n(ian  cannot  be  well  affected  to  the  king,  if  he  pretends  to 
censure  anv  measure  of  the  administration. 

§  III.  The  weight  which  the  opposition  derived  from 
these  new,  confederates  in  the  house  of  commons  was  still 
greatly  overbalanced  by  the  power,  influence,  and  ability 
that  sustained  every  ministerial  project.  Mr.  Pelham,who 
chiefly  inanaged  the  helm  of  affairs,  was  generally  esteemed 
as  a  man  of  honesty  and  candour,  actuated  by  a  sincere  love 
for  his  country,  though  he  had  been  educated  in  erroneous 
principles  of  government,  and  in  some  measure  obliged  to 
prosecute  a  fatal  system,  which  descended  to  him  by  inher- 
itance. At  this  time  he  numbered  Mr.  Pitt  among  his 
fellow  ministers,  and  was  moreover  supported  by  many 
other  individuals  of  distinguished  abilities  ;  among  whom 
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the  first  place  in  point  of  genius,  was  doe  to  Mr*  M« 
executed  the  office  of  solicitor  general.  This  gendemui, 
the  son  of  a  noble  family  in  North  Britain,  had  raised  him* 
self  to  great  eminence  at  the  bar,  by  a  most  keen  intuitive 
spirit  of  apprehension,  that  seemed  to  seize  every  object  at 
first  glance  ;  an  innate  sagacity,  that  saved  the  trouble  of 
intense  application ;  and  an  irresistible  stream  of  eloquence, 
that  flowed  pure  and  classical,  strong  and  copious,  reflectr 
ing,  in  the  most  conspicuous  point  of  view,  the  subjects  over 
which  it  rolled,  and  sweeping  before  it  all  the  slime  of 
formal  hesitation,  and  all  the  entangling  weeds  of  chicanery. 
Yet,  the  servants  of  the  crown  were  not  so  implicitly  at-* 
tached  to  the  first  minister  as  to  acquiesce  in  all  his  plans, 
and  dedicate  their  time  and  talents  to  the  support  of  every 
court  nieasure  indiscriminately.  This  was  one  materi^k 
point  in  which  Mr.  Pelham  deviated  from  the  maxims  of 
his  predecessor,  who  admitted  of  no  contradiction  from  any 
of  his  adherents  or  fellow  servants,  but  insisted  on  sacrifi- 
cing their  whole  perception  and  faculties  to  his  conduct  and 
disposal. ,  That  sordid  deference  to  a  minister  no  longer 
icharacterized  the  subordinate  instruments  of  the  administra- 
tion. It  was  not  unusual  to  see  the  great  officers  of  the 
government  divided  in  a  parliamentary  debate,  and  to  hear 
the  secretary  at  war  opposing  with  great  vehemence  a  clause 
suggested  by  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer.  After  all, 
if  we  coolly  consider  those  arguments  which  have  been 
/  bandied  about,  and  retorted  with  such  eagerness  and  acri* 
mony  in  the  house  of  commons,  and  divest  them  of  those 
passionate  tropes  and  declamatory  metaphors  which  the 
spirit  of  opposition  alone  had  produced,  we  shall  find  very 
little  left  for  the  subject  of  dispute,  and  sometimes  be  puz- 
zled to  discover  any  material  source  of  disagreement. 

§  IV.  Ip  the  month  of  November  his  majesty  opened 
the  session  of  parliament  with  a  speech,  acquainting  them, 
that  the  definitive  treaty  of  ^eace  was  at  length  signed  by 
ail  the  parties  concerned :  that  he  h'ad  made  the  most  effec- 
tual provision  for  securing  the  rights  and  interests  of  his 
own  subjects;  and  procured  for  his  allies  the  best  condi- 
tions, which,  iti  the  present  situation  of  affairs,  could  be 
obtained.  He  said,  he  had  found  a  general  good  disposi- 
tion in  all  parties  to  bring  the  negotiation  to  a  happy  con* 
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elusion :  add  observed,  that  we  might  promise  ourselves  a 
long  enjoyment  of  the  blessings  of  peace.  Finally,  after 
having  remarked  that  times,  of  tranquillity  were  the  proper 
seasons  for  lessening  the  national  debt,  and  strengthening 
the  kingdom  against  future  events,  he  recommended  to  the 
commons  the  improvement  of  the  pdblic  revenue,  th^  main- 
tenance of  a  considerable  naval  force,  the  advancement  o£ 
commerce^  and  the  cultivation  of  the  arts  of  >  peace.  Thia 
speech,  as  usual,  was  echoed  back  by  an  address  to  the 
throne  from  both  houses,  containing  general  expressions  of 
the  warmest  loyalty  and  gratitude  to  his  majesty,  and  im- 
plying the  most  perfect  satisfaction  and  acquiescence  in  the 
articles  of  the  treaty  of  Aix-la*»Chapelle.  . 

$  V*  The  members  in  the  opposition,  according  to  ci^s- 
torn,  eaviUed  at  the  nature  of  this  address.  They  observed, 
that  the  late  pacification  was  the  worst  and  most  inglorious 
of  all  the  bad  treaties  to  which  the  English  nation  had  ever 
subscribed :  that  it  was  equally  disgraceful,  inde^nite,  and 
absurd :  they  said,  the  British  navy  had  gained  such  an 
ascendancy  over  the  French  at  sea,  that  the  sources  of  their 
wealth  were  already  choaked  up ;  that  the  siege  of  Maes- 
tricht  would  have  employed  their  arms  in  the  Low  Coun- 
tries till  the  arrival  of  the  Russians ;  and  that  the  accession 
of  these  auxiliaries  would  have  thrown  the  superiority  into 
the  scale  of  the  allies.  They  did  not  fail  to  take  notice,  ^ 
that  the  most  important  and  original  object  of  the  war  was 
left  wholly  undecided ;  and  demonstrated  the  absurdity  of 
their  promising,  in  the  address,  to  make  good  such  engage- 
ments as  his  majesty  had  entered  into  with  his  allies,  before 
they  knew  what  those  engagements  were.  In  answer  to 
these  objections,  the  ministers  replied,  that  the  peace  was 
in  itself  rather  better  than  could  be  expected ;  and  that  the 
smallest  delay  might  have  proved  fatal  to  the  liberties  of 
Europe.  They  affirmed,  that  the  Dutch  were  upon  the 
point  of  coticluding  a  neutrality,  in  consequence  of  which 
their  troops  would  have  been  withdrawn  from  the  allied 
army ;  and,  in  that  case,  even  the  ad/iition  of  the  Russian 
auxiliaries  would  not  have  rendered  it  a  match  for  the  ene- 
my. They  asserted,  that  if  the  war  had  been  prolonged 
another  year,  the  national  credit  of  Great  Britain  must 
.have  been  entirely  ruined,  many  of  the  public  funds  having 
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sunk  l)elowpar  in  the  preceding  season,  so  that  the  nrintstry 
had  begun  to  despair  of  seeing  the  money  paid  in  on  the 
new  subscription.  With  respect  to  the  restoration  of  Cape 
Breton,  the  limits  of  Nova  Scotia^  and  the  right  of  navi- 
gating without  search  in  the  American  seas,  which  right 
had  be^  left  unestablished  in  the  treaty,  they  declared,  that 
the  first  was  an  unnecessary  expense,  of  no  consequence  to 
Great  Britain ;  and  that  the  other  two  were  points  in  dis- 
pute, to  be  amicably  settled  in  private  conferences  by  com- 
missaries duly  authorized ;  but  by  no  means  articles  to  be 
established  by  a  general  treaty. 

§  VI-    What  the   opposition  wanted   in   strength,   it 
endeavoured   to  make    up   with   spirit  and   perseverance. 
Every  ministerial  motion  and  measure  was  canvassed,  sifted^ 
and  4ecried  with  uncommon  art  and  vivacity :  but  all  this 
little  availed  against  the  single  article  of  superior  numbers  ; 
and  accordingly  this  was  the  source  of  certain  triumph  in  all 
debates   in  which  the  servants  of  the  crown  were  united. 
The  nation  had  reason  to  expect  an  immediate  mitigation 
in  the  article  of  annual  expense,  considering  the  number  of 
troops  and  ships  of  war  which  had  been  reduced  at  the 
ratification  of  the  treaty ;  but  they  were  disagreeably  unde- 
ceived in  finding  themselves  again  loaded  with  very  extra- 
ordinary impositions,  for  the  payment  of  a  vast  debt  which 
^  government  had  contracted  in  the  course  of  the  war,  not- 
withstanding  the  incredible   aids   granted   by  parliament. 
The  committee  of  supply  established  four  points  of  consi- 
deration, in  their  deliberations  concerning  the  sums  neces- 
sary to  be  raised ;  namely,   for  fulfilliog  the  engagements 
which  the  parliament  had  entered  into  with  his  majesty,  and 
the  services  undertaken  for  the    success  of  the  war;  for 
discharging   debts  contracted   by  government  for  making- 
good  deficiencies ;  and  for  defraying  the  current  expense  of 
the  year.     It  appeared,  that  the  nation  owed  four-and-forty 
thousand  pounds  to  the  elector  of  Bavaria ;  above  thirty 
thousand  to  the  duke  of  Brunswick ;  the  like  sum  to  the 
landgrave  of  Hesse  Cassel ;  and  near  nine  thousand  pounds 
to  the  elector  of  Mentz.     The  queen  of  Hungary  claimed 
an  arrear  of  one  hundred  thousand  pounds.     The  city  of 
Glasgow,  in  North  Britain,  presented  a  petition,  praying  to 
be  reimbursed  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  pounds,  extorted 
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from  that  corporation  by  the  son  of  the  pretender^  during 
the  rebellion.  One  hundred  and  twelve  thousand  poun49 
vere  owing  to  the  forcea  in  North  America  and  the  £ast 
Indies;  besides  near  half  a  million  .dae  on  extraordinary 
expense  incurred  by  £he  land  forces  in  Americat  Flandersi 
and  North  Britain,  by  the  office  of  ordnance*  and  other 
services  of  the  last  year,  to  which  the  parliamentary  provir 
sion  did  not  extend.  The  remaining  debt  of  the  ordnance 
amounted  to  above  two  hundred  and  thirty  thousand 
pounds :  but  the  navy  bills  could  not  be  discharged  for  less 
than  four  millions.  An  addition  of  two  mUlions  thref 
hundred  and  seventy-^four  thousand  three  hundred  tbnty^ 
three  pounds  fifteen  shillings  and  two-penee^  waa  ,a}$f 
l*equired  for  the  current  service  of  the  year*  In  a  wordu 
the  whole  annual  supply  exceeded  eight  millions  stertiag*^ 
a  sum  at  which  the  whole  nation  expressed  equal  astonii^ 
ment  and  disgust.  It  was  charged  upon  the  duties  on  malt, 
mum,  cider,  and  perry,  the  land  tax  at  four  ahiUings  in  tb^ 
pound,  annuities  on  tbe  sinking  fund,  an  applicatioki  pf  QHf 
million  from  that  deposit,  and  the  loan  of  tho  like  aum  It 
be  charged  on  the  first  aids  of  next  session.  Tbe  numhff 
of  seamen  was  reduced  to  seventeen  thousand,  and  thai;  of 
the  land  forces  to  eighteen  thousand  eight  bundnsd  aa4 
£fty-seven,  including  guards  and  garrisons* 

^  y  II.  Every  article  of  expense,  howrrer,  waa  warmljT 
disputed  by  the  ahtlcourtiers ;  especially  the  dematid  of  tbf 
queen  of  Hungary,  which  was  deemed  unreasonably  enorbir 
tant  and  rapacious,  considering  the  seas  of  blood  which  ^t 
liad  shed,  and  the  immensity  of  treasure  we  had  exhausted 
lor  her  benefit :  and  surely  the  subjects  of  this  nation  had 
some  reason  to  complain  of  an  indulgence  of  this  naiurt, 
granted  to  a  power  which  they  had  literally  anatthed  from 
the  brink  of  ruin^**-a  power  whose  qi^arrel  they  h^espouaed 
with  a  degree  of  enthusiasm  that  did  much-mone  hohsour  to 
<hetr  gallantry  than  to  dveir  discretion-*->A  powsr  l9iat'\.kepit 
aloof,  with  a  stateliness  pf  pride  pecuHar  to  herself  aad 
family ;  and  beheld  her  ,Bridsb  auxiUaries  fighting  her  bal* 
des  at  their  own  expense :  while  she  squandeeed  away,  in 
tbe  idle  pageantry  at  b^^aroua  magnificence,  tiiose  ampk 
subsidies  which  tliey  advanced  isi  order  to  mmnlain  her 
jirmies,  a^d  furnish  oat  her  praportioa  of  the  wajr.     73|t 
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fofifders  of  the  oppositipn  neglected  no  opportunity  of  em- 
bhtering  the  triumphs  of  their  adversaries ;  they  inveighed 
against  the  extravagance  of  granting  sixteen  thousand 
^6unds  for  the  pay  of  general  and  staff  officers, '  during  a 
peace  that  required  no  such  establishment,  especially  at  a 
juncture  when  the  national  incumbrances  rendered  it  abso* 
lutely  necessary  to  practise  every  expedient  of  economy. 
They  even  combated  the  request  of  the  city  of  Glasgow, 
to  be  indemnified  for  the  extraordinar}'  exaction  it  under- 
went from  the  rebels,  though  it  appeared,  from  unquestion- 
able evidence,  that  this  extraordinary  contribution  was 
exarted  on- account  of  that  city's  peculiar  attachment  to  the 
t^igning  family :  that  it>  had  always  invariably  adhered  to 
^^voiution'  principles ;  and,  with  an  unequallcvd  spirit  of 
-lolpcaity  and  zeal  for  the  protestant  succession,  distinguished 
its«lf  both  in  the  last  and  preceding  rebellion* 
.^[  </^  'VIIL  But  the  most  violent  contest  arose  on  certain 
^gulations  which  the  ministry  .wanted  to  establish  in  two 
bills^^  relating  to  the  sea  and  land  service.  The  first,  under 
<^he  ti;ile  of  a  bill  for  amending,  explaining,  and  reducing 
Into  one*  act  of  parliament  the  laws  relating  to  the  navy, 
VsGS  calctdated  solely  with  a  view  of  subjecting  half  pay 
-oificers^ to.  martial  law«*«<i  design  which  not  only  furnished 
the  opposition  with  a  plausible  handle  for  accusing  the 
iniiikterv,  as.  intending  to  encroach  upon  the  constitution, 
in'  order  to  extend  the  influence  of  the  crown ;  but  also 
tilkrmed  the  sea  officers  to  such  a  degree,  that  they  assem* 
bled  to  a  considerable  number,  with  a  view  to  deliberate 
Hdpon  the  proper  means  of  defending  their  privileges  and 
liberties  from  invasion*  The  result  of  their  consultations 
rWair  a  petition  to  the  house  of  commons,  subscribed  by 
three'  admirals  and  fottytseven  captains,  not  members  of 
.parliament,  representing,'  that  the  bill  in  agitation  contained 
'Sevsrai  clauses,  tending  to  the  injury  and  dishonour  of  all 
Ha\ial  officers,  as  w«U  as  to  the  detriment  of  his  majesty's 
'•service  ;>  aid  that  the  laws  already  in  force  had  been  always 
ibund  effectual  for  securing  the  service  of  officers  on  hzK 
.pay  uf^n  die  most  pressing  occasions :  they,  therefore, 
pipped,  that  they  should  j:iot  be  subjected  to  new  hardships 
nnd  diftcouragesnents  I  and  begged  to  be  heard  by  their 
;69i(QseI,  hefsfh  the  ei^mniittee  of  the  whole  bbuse^  touching 
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sudifHyrts  of  the  bitt  as  they  apprehended  would  be  lajurt* 
ojas''ta  th^mseWes  and  the  other  officers  of,  his  majes^^'s 
navy.  This  petition  was  presented  to  the  house  by  air 
John  Norris,  and  the  motion  for  its  being  read  was 
seconded  by  sir  Peter  Warren,  whose  .  character  was 
universally  esteemed  and  beloved  in  the  nation.  This 
measure  had  like  to  have  produced  very  serious  conse-' 
quences.  Many  commanders  and  subalterns  had  repaired 
t6  the  admiralty,  and  threatened,  in  plain  terms,  to  throw 
up  their  commissions  in  case  the  bill  should  pass  into  a  law ; 
and  a  general  ferment  was  begun  among  all  subordinate 
members  of  ^e  navy*  A  motion  was  made,  that  th« 
petitioners,  according  to  their  request,  should  be  heard 
by  their  counsel ;  and  this  proposal  was  strongly  urged 
by  the  first  orators  of  the  antiministerial  association; 
but  the  minister,  confiding  in  his  own  .strength,  reinforced 
by  the  abilities  of  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Lyttleton,  and  Mr.  Fox 
the  secretary  at  war^  strenuously  opposed  the  motion,  which, 
upon  a  division  was  thrown  out  by  a  great  majority.  Xhe 
several  articles  of  the  bill  were  afterwards  separately 
debated  with  great  warmth;  and  though  Mr.  Pelham  had^ 
with  the  most  disinterested  air  of  candour,  repeatedly 
declared  that  he  required  no  support  even  from  his  own 
/  adherents,  but  tl^gt  which  might  arise  from  reason  unre-*^ 
strained,  and  full  conviction,  he,  on  this  occasion,  reaped 
all  the  fruit  from  their  zeal  and  attachment  which  could  be 
expected  from  the  most  implicit  complaisance*  Some 
plausible  amendments  of  the  most  exceptionable  clauses 
were  offered,  particularly  of  that  which  imposed  an  oati) 
upon  the  membiers  of  every  court  martial,  that  they  should 
l^ot,  on  aoy  account,  disclose  the  opinions  or  transactions  of 
any  such  tribunal.  This  was  considered  as  a  sanctioni 
under  which  any  coutt  martial  might  commit  the  most  fla-* 
grant  acts  of  injustice  and  oppression,  which  even  parlia* 
ment  itself  could  not  redress,  because  it  would  be  impoasi- 
ble  to  ascertain  the  truth,  eternally  sealed  up  by  this  absurd 
obligation.  The  amendment  proposed  was,  that  the  mem- 
bers of  a  court  mar^tial  might  reveal  the  transactions  and 
operations  of  it,  in  all  case^  wherein  the  courts  of  justice, 
as  the  law  pow  stands,  have  a  right  to  interfere,  if  required 
thereto  by  either  house  of  parliament :  a  very  reasonable 
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mitigation,  which  hoirerer,  was  injected  Vf  the  mn^antym 
Nevertheless/ the  sutjricioo  of  ati  intended  encroacbmont 
had  raised  such  a  clamour  without  doors,  and  dtfased  the 
odium  of  this  measure  so  gena^dly,  that  the  imnister 
thought  proper  to  drop  the  projected  article  of  war,  sub^ 
jecting  the  reformed  officers  of  the  navy  to  the  jurisdtctawis 
of  courts  martial  ;  and  the  bill  being  also  softened  in  otber 
particulars,  during  its  passage  through  the  upper  house,  at 
length  received  the  royal  assent. 

$  IX*  The  flame  which  this  act  had  kindled^  was 
rathcif  increased  than  abated  On  the  appearance  of  a  new 
mutiny  bill  replete  with  divers  innovations,  tending  to  augf- 
'  ment  the  influence  of  the  crown,  as  well  as  the  authority 
and  power  of  a  military  jurisdiction*  All  the  articles  of 
war  established  since  the  reign  of  Charles  the  second,  were 
submitted  to  the  inspection  of  the  commons  ;  and  in  these 
appeared  a  gradual  spirit  of  encroachment,  almost  imper- 
ceptibly deviating  from  the  civil  institutes  of  the  £n(^ish 
constitution,  towards  the  establishment  of  a  military  do- 
minion* By  d^is  new  bill  a  power  was  vested  in  any  com- 
mander in  chief',  to  revise  and  correct  any  legal  sentence  of^ 
a  court  martltd,  by  which  the  members  of  such  a  court, 
corresponding  with  the  nature  of  a  civil  jury^  were  render- 
ed absolutely  useless,  and  the  commander  in  a  great  mea* 
sure  absolute  ;  for  he  had  not  only  the  power  of  summon- 
ing such  officers  as  he  might  choose  to  sit  on  any  trial,  a 
prerogative  unknown  to  any  civil  court  of  judicature ; 
~but  he  was  also  at  liberty  to  review  and  alter  ihe  sentence  ; 
40  that  a  man  was  subject  to  two  trials  for  the  san»e  oflience, 
and  the  commander  in  chief  was  judge  both  of  the  guilt 
and  the  punishment.  By  the  final  clause  of  this  bill,  mar*< 
tial  law  was  extended  to  all  officers  on  half  pay  }  and  the 
same  arguments  which  had  been  urged  against  this  article 
in  the  navy  bill,  Were  ^now  repeated  and  reinforced  with 
redoubled  fervour.  Many  reasons  were  offered  to  prove  that 
the  half  pay  was  allotted  as  arecompfOse  for  past  services  f 
aad  the  opp(Dntats  of  the  bill  affirmed,  that  such  an  article,  by 
augmentingldie  dependents  ofthe  crown,  might  be  very,  dan- 
gerous to  the  constitution.  On  the  other  hand,  the  partisans 
of  the  minis^  asserted,  that  the  half  pay  was  granted  as  a 
retaining  fee;  and  that  originally  all  those  who  enjoyed 


tki^  ittdulgeiiee  wcte  4e€Med  to  be  in  aetuttl  service,  cdtise* 
qtieBtly  subject  to  martial  law*     Mr.  Pitt,  who  at  this  time' 
exercised  the  office  of  paymaster  general  with  a  rigour  of 
integrltj  unktiown  to  the  most  disinterested  of  all  his  pre-- 
decessors  in  that  department,  espoused  the  clause  in  dis- 
pute,  as  a  necessary  extension  of  military  discipline,  which 
could  never  be  attended  with  any  bad  consequence  to  the 
liberty  of  the  nation.     The  remarks  which  tve  made  on  this 
occasion,  imidied  an  opinion  that  our  liberties  wholly  enlist- 
ed in  dependence  upon  the  direction  of  the  sovereign,  and 
(he  virtue  of  the  army*     ^^  To  that  virtue  (said  he)  we 
^*  trust  even  at  this  hour,  small  as  our  army  is-^to  that  vir- 
^  tue  we  must  have  trusted,  had  this  bill  been  modelled  as 
*^  its  warmest  opposers  could  have  wished  >  and  without 
!^  this  virtue,  should  die  lords,  the  commons,  and  the  peo- 
^^  pie  of  £ngland   intrench  themselves   behind  parchment 
^'  up  to  the  teeth,  the  sword  will  iind  a  passage  to  the  vitals 
^  of  the  constitution."     All  the  disputed  articles   of  tho 
bill  being  sustained  on  the  shoulders  of  a  great  majority,  it 
was  conveyed  to  the  upper  house,  where  it  excited  another 
violent  contest.     Upon  the  question   whether  officers  on 
half  pay  had  not  been  •  subject  to  martial  law,  the  judges 
were  consulted  and  divided  in  their  sentiments.     The  earl 
of  Bath  declared  his    opinion,   that  martial  law  did   not 
extend  to  reformed  officers  ;    and  opened  all  the  sluices  of 
his  ancient  eloquence.     He   admitted   a  case   which   was 
urged,  of  seven  officers  on  half  pay,  who,  being  taken  in 
actual   rebellion  at  Preston,   in  the  year  171^,  had  been^ 
executed  on  the  spot  by  martial  law,  in  consequence  of  the 
*  king^s  express  order*     He  candidly  owned,  that  he  him- 
self was  secretary  at  war   at  that  period ;  that   he  had 
approved  of  this  order,  and  eyen  transmitted  it  to  general 
Carpenter,   who    commanded  at   Preston;    but   npw    his 
Opinion   was   entirely   changed.     He  observed,  that  wt^en 
'  lh#  forementioned  rebellion  first  broke  out,  the  house  pre- 
sented an  address  to  the  king,  desiring  his  majesty  would 
be  pleased  to  employ  all  half  pay  officers,  and  'gratify  them 
with  whole  pay  ;  and,  indeed,  all  such  officers  were  voted 
on  whole   pay,  by   the  house^  of  commons.     They  were 
afterwards  apprised  of  this  vote,  by  an  advertisement  in  the 
gazette,   and  ordered  to  bold   themselves  in  readiness  to 
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'  repair  to  .su^h  places  as  should  be  appoisiited ;  a^d  fioaUy 
commanded  to  repair  by  such  a  day  to  those  places,  qi^ 
pain  of  being  struck  off  the  half  pay  list. .  These  precau- 
tions would  have  been  unnecessar}',  had  they  been  deemed 
subject  to  martial  law;  and  the  penalty  for  nbnobedience 
would  not  have  been  merely  a  privation  of  their  pensions, 
but  they  would  have  fallen  under  the  punishment  of  death, 
as  deserters  from  the  service.  His  lordship  distinguished, 
with  great  propriety  and  precision,  between  a  step  which 
had  been  precipitately  taken  in  a  violent  crisis,  when  the 
public  was  heated  with  apprehension  and  resentment,  and  a 
solemn  law  concerted  at  leisure,  during  the  most  profound 
tranquillity.  Notwithstanding  the  spirited  opposition  of 
thi$i  .  nobleman,  and  some  attempts  to  ipsert  additional 
clauses,  the  bill  having  undergone  a  few  inconsiderable 
amendments^  passed  by  a  very  considerable  majority. 

§  X*  Immediately  after  the  mutiny  bill  had  passed  the 
lower  house,  another  fruitless  effort  was 'made  by  the  oppo- 
sition. The  danger  of  a  standing  army,  on  whose  virtue 
the  constitution  of  Great  Britain  seemed  to  depend,  did  not 
fail  to  alarm  the  minds  of  many  who  were  zealously  attach- 
ed to  the  liberties  of  their  country,  and  gave  birth  tp  a 
scheme,  which,  if  executed,  would  have  enabled  the  legis- 
lature to  establish  a  militia  that  must  have  answ^ered  n^any 
national  purposes,  and  acted  as  a  constitutional  bulwark 
against  the  excesses  and  ambition  of  a  military  standing 
forcQ,  under  the  immediate  influence  of  government.  ^The 
scheme  which  patriotism  conceived,  was^  in  all  probability, 
adopted  by  party.  A  bill  was  brought  in,  limiting  the' 
time  beyond  which  no  soldier,  or  noncommissioned  officer, 
should  be  compelled  to  continue  in  the  service.  Had 
this  limitation  taken  place,  such  a  rotation  of  soldiers 
would  have  ensued  among  the  common  people,  that  Ir 
a  few  years  every  peasant,  labourer,  and  inferior  trades^ 
man  in  the  kingdom  would  have  understood  the.  exercise 
of  arms:  and  perhaps  the  people  in  general  would  have 
concluded  that  a  standing  army  was  altogether  unne- 
cessary. A  project  of  this  nature  could  not,  for  obvious 
reasons,  be  agreeable  to  the  administration,  and  therefore 
the  bill  was  rendered  abortive ;  for,  after  having  been  twice 
read,  it  was  postponed  from  time  to  time^  till  the  parlia^^ 
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meiit  vras  prorogued,  and  never  appeared  in  the  sequel* 
Such  were  the  chief  subjects  of  debate  between  the  inin«> 
istry  and  the  opposition,  composed,  as  we  have  already 
observed,  of  the  prinjce's  servants  and  the  remaikis  of  tho 
country  party,  this  last  being  heade.d  by  lord  Strange,  son 
of  the  earl  of,  Derby,  and  sir  Francis  Dashwood;  the 
former,  a  nobleman  of  distingubhed.  abilities,  keen,  pene- 
trating, eloquent,  and  sagacious ;  the  other  frank,  spirited,  ^ 
and.  sensible* 

§  Xl*  It  must  .be  ownedy  however,  for  the  honour  of 
the  ministry,  that  if  they  carried  a  tew  unpppular  measures 
with  a  high  hand,  they  seemed  earnestly  desirous. of  makib^ 
amends  to  the  n^^tion,  by  promoting  divers  regulations  for 
the  benefit  and  improvement  of  commerce,  which  actually 
took  place  in  the  ensuing  session  of  parliament  One  of  the 
principal  objects  of  this  nature  which  fell  under  their 
cognisance,  was  the  trade  to  the  coast  of  Guinea;  a  very 
anipoFtant  branch  of  traffic,  whether  considered  as  a  market 
of  British  manufactures,  or  as  the  source  that  supplied  the 
English,  plantations  with  negroes.  This  was  originally 
monopolised  by.  a  joint  stock  company,  which  had  from 
time  to  time  derivied  considerable  sums  from  the  legis* 
lature,  for  enabling  them  the  better  to  support  certain  forts 
or  castles  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  to  facilitate  the  commerce 
and  protect  the  merchants*  In  the  sequel,  however,  the 
exclusive  privilege  having  been  judged  prejudicial  to  the 
national  trade,  the  coast  was  laid  open  to  all  British  sub- 
jects indiscriminately,  on  condition  of  their  paying  a  certain 
duty  towards  defraying  the  expense;  of  the  forts  and  facto- 
ries. This  expedient  did  not  answer  the  purposes  for  which 
it  had  been  contrived.  The  separate  traders  instead  of 
receiving  any  benefit  from  the  protection  of  the  company, 
industriously  avoided  their  castles,  as  .  the  Receptacles  of 
tyranny  and  oppr^sion.  The  company,  whether  from  the 
misconduct  or  knavery  of  their  directors,  contracted  such 
a  load  of  debts  ^as  their  stock  was  unable  to  discharge. 
They  seemed  to  neglect  the  traffic,  and  allowed  the  castles 
!to  decay.'  In  a  word,  their  credit  being  exhausted,  and 
their  creditors  growing  clamorous  they  presented  a  peti« 
tion  to  the  house  of  commons,  disclosing  their  distresses, 
and  imploring  such  assistance  as  should  enable  them  not 
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only  to  pay  their  ddn*,  but  also  to  matiiUii&  the  forts  in  a 
^kfensible  condition.  This  petition,  recommended  tQ  the 
house  in  a  message  from  hts  nuj«;sty)  was  corroborated  by 
another  in  behalf  of  the  company^s  creditors.'  Divers 
merchants  of  London,  interested  in  the  trade  of  Africa 
and  the  British  plantations  in  America,  petitioned  the 
house,  that,  as  the  African  trade  was  of  the  titmost  impor- 
tance to  the  nation,  and  tould  oot  be  supported  without 
forts  and  settlements,  some  effectual  means  should  be  speed- 
ily  taken  for  protecting  and  extending  this  valuable  branch 
of  commerce.  A  fourth  was  offered  by  the  merchants  of 
.  Liverpool,  representing  that  the  security  and  protection  of 
the  trade  to  Africa  must  always  priiKipally  depend  upon  his 
lyiajesty^s  ships  of  war  being  properly  stationed  on  that  coast, 
and  seasonably  relieved ;  and  that  such  forts  and  settlements 
as  might  be  judged  necessaty  for  marks  of  sovereignty  amd 
possession,  would  prove  a  nuisance  and  a  burden  to  the  trade, 
should  they  remain  in  the  hands  of  any  jioint  stock  company, 
whose  private  interest  alwaysHbad  been,  and  ever  would  be, 
found  incompatible  with  the  interest  of  the  separate  and  open 
trader.  They  therefore  prayed,  that  the  said  forts  might  either 
be  taken  into  his  majesty's  immediate  possession,  and  sup^ 
ported  by  the  public,  or  committed  to  the  merchants  trading 
on  that  coast,  in  such  a  manner  as  the  house  should  judge 
expedient,  without  vesting  in  them  any  other  advantage,  ot 
right  to  the  commerce,  but  what  should  be  common  to  alt 
his  majesty's  subjects.  This  remonstrance  was  succeeded 
by  another,  to  the  same  eifect,  from  the  master,  wardens^ 
assistants,  and  commonalty  of  the  society  of  merchant 
adventurers  within  the  city  of  Bristol.  All  these  petitions 
%vere  referred  to  a  committee  appointed  to  deliberate  on  this 
•subject ;  who  agreed  to  certain  resolutions,  implying,  that 
the  trade  to  Africa  should  be  free  and  open ;  that  the  Bri* 
tish  forts  and  settlements  on  that  coast  ought  to  be**  main'- 
Uined,  and  put  under  proper  direction ;  and,  that,  in  order 
to  carry  on  the  African  trade  in  the  most  beneficial  manner 
to  these  kingdoms,  all  the  British  subjects  trading  to  Africa 
should  be  united  in  one  open  company,  without  any  joint 
stock,  or  power  to  trade  as  a  corporation.  A  bill  was 
immediately  io4inded  on  these  resolutions,  Ivhich  alarmed 
die  company  to  such  a  degree,  that  they  had  recpurse  ttt 
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another  petition,  demonatrating  their  right  to  the  coast^of 
Africa,  and  expressing  their  reliance  on  the  justice  of  the 
house,  that  they  should  not  be  deprived  of  their  property 
witiiout  an  adequate  consideration.  In  a  few  days  a  second, 
addrera  was  ofiered  by  the  creditors,  complaining  of  the 
com{Kiny'8  mismanagement,  promising  to  surrender  their 
rights  as  the  wisdom  of  parliament  should  prescribe ;  pray- 
ing that  their  debts  might  be  inquired  into ;  and  that  the 
eqiuvaknt  to  be  granted  for  the  company's  possessions 
might  be  secured  and  applied,  in  the  first  place,  for  their 
.benefit.  The  commons,  in  consequence  of  this  petition, 
ordered  the  company  to  preduce  a  list  of  their  debts, 
together  with  a  copy  of  their  charter,  and  two  remon- 
strances, which  their  creditors  had  presented  to  them  before 
this  apptication  to  parliament.  A  committee  of  the  whole 
•bouse V  having  deliberated  on  these  papers  and  petitions,  and 
heard  the  company  by  their  eounsel,  resblved  to  give  them 
a  reasonable  compensation  for  their  charter,  lands,  forts^ 
settlements,  slaves^  and  effects,  to  be,  in  the  first  place. 
Implied  towards  the  payment  of  thrir  creditors.  A  bill 
being  formed  accordingly,  passed  the  commons,  and  was 
^conveyed  to  the  upper  house^  where  a  great  many  objections 
were  started ;  and  for  the  present  it  was  dropped,  until  a 
more  unexceptionable  plan  should  be  concerted.  In  the 
mean  uaie  their  lordships  addressed  his  majesty,  that  the 
lords-commissioners  for  trade  and  plantations  might  be  direct- 
ed to  prepare  a  scheme  on  thiis  subjecf^  to  be  laid  before 
both  house*  of  parliament  at  the  beginnmg  of  next  session : 
That  instant  orders  should  be  given  for  the  preserving  and 
securing  the  forts  and  settlements  on  the  coast  of  Guinea 
belonging  to  Great  Britain ;  and,  that  proper  pers,ons  should 
be  appointed  to  examine  into  the  condition  of  those  forts, 
as  well  aa  of  the  military  stores,  slaves,  and  vessels  belong- 
ing to^  the  African  company,  so  as  to  make  a  faithful  report 
of  these  particulars,  with  adl  possible  expidition. 

^  l^II.  The  mmistry  having  professed  an  inclination, 
and  indeed  shown  a  disposition,  to  promote  and  extend  the 
eommerce  of  the  Icingdom,  the  .  commons  resolved  to  take 
some  sttpa  for  encouraging  tiip  white  fishery  along  the 
i&onhem  coast  of  the  isbmd^  which  is  an  inexliausiable 
source  of  wealth  to  our  industrious  neighbours  the  Dutch, 
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who  employ  tsnuaQy  a  great  siiimt»eff  of  hands  wmA  weaeb 
in  this  branch  of  commerce.  The  sensible  part  of  the  Bri- 
tish people,  reflecting  on  this  subject,  plainly  foresav  that  a 
fishery  under  due  regulaticms,  undertaken  with  the  protec- 
tion and  encouragement  of  the  legislature,  would  not  onfy^ 
prove  a  fund  of  national  riches,  and  a  nursery  of  seamen>; 
but  likewise,  in  a  great  measure,  prevent  any  future  maur- 
rections  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  by  difiusing  a  spirit 
of  industry  among  the  natives  t>f  that  country,  who  findiog 
it  in  their  power  to  becinne  independent,  on  the  fmita.of 
their  own  labour,  would  sopn  infranchise  themselves  from 
that  slavish  attaehmeat,  by  which  they  bad  been  so  long^oo- 
nected  with  their  landlords  Uie  chieftains*  Accordingly,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  deliberate  on  the  stale-  of  the 
British  $sheiy;  and  upon  their  report  a  hill  was  founded 
for  encouraging  the  whale  fishery  on  the  coast  of  Spitsber- 
gen, by  a  bounty  of  forty  shillings  per  Um  for  every  ship 
equipped  for  that  undertakings  Th^  bill  having  made  its 
way  through  both  houses,  and  obtained  the  royal  assent,  the 
merchants  in  diffsrent  parts  of  the  kingdom,  particularly  in 
porth  Britain,  began  to  build  and  fit  out  sbq>s  of  great  bur- 
den, and  peculiar  structure,  for  the  purposes  of  ihatfisheryr, 
which  ever  since  hath  been  carried  on  with  equal  vigour  aod 
success.  Divers  merchants  and  traders  of  London  having 
presented  to  the  house  of  commons  a  petition,  re|N:esenting 
the  benefits  that  would  accrue  to  the  community  from  a  her- 
ring and  cod  fishery,  established  on  proper  principles;  and 
carried  on  with  skill  and  iitfef^ity,  this  remonsttance  was 
referred  to  a  committee,  upon  whose  resolutions  a  bill  was 
formed  i  but,  before  this  could  be  discussed  in  the  house^  the 
parlianien|.  was  prpro^ed,  and  of  coatsequence  diis  measure 
proved  abqrtpve» 

$  Xm.  The  nesntrcigulaiioii  proposed  in  favour  of  trade, 
was  that  of  lying  open  the  commerce  of  Hudson's  bay,  in 
the  most  northern  parts  of  America,  where  a  smaH  mono- 
ply  maintained  a  few  forts  and  seuleflAeats,  and  prdseeuted 
a  very  advantageous  fur  tr^de  with  the  Indians  of  that  con«- 
tinent.  It  was  suggested,  that  the  company  had  ietig  ago 
enriched  themselves  by  their  exclusive  privilege;  Aat  they 
employed  n^  more  than  four  annual  ships ;  that,  contraiy 
to  ^  e?c|r6S9  ii]|^o«^iion  in  their  charier^  they  diacouva^od 


Ijtti^  ^MDHai&tt.  f^ff 


*]lirtt#m{ics  to  diicovtr  a  «<^diwe»i  f^s^ige  to  the  E^ 
IoAi«»i  tbat  tbtjr  ctealt  cruelly  and  pei-fidiousljr  with  the 
p€M>r '  IiMliaiiii  who  seiner  traded  with  thedif  e}lGept  when 
00titpi^d  bf  iiee<«8it)r^Bo  that  the  be«t  part  of  th*  fur  trade 
had  dcrs^Klved  to  the  enemies  of  G^eat  Britaia;  aod  that, 
ikmr  estclimye  {Mtetit  resirkfed  to  very  narrow  limits  a 
bntach  of  commerce,  which  might  be  cultivated  to  a  prodi- 
glcMM  extent)  as  w«ll  as  to  the  infinite  advantage  of  Great 
IMoiliw  Pc^itioiiSf  tliat  the  trade  of  Hudson's  bay  inng^ 
be  iMd-c^ieii)  Wffire  {^^ese^ed  to  the  house  by  the  merchants 
ftf  London,  Great  Ysi^mouth,  and  Wolverhampton ;  and  a 
cMAiaiitee  was  apfdinted  to  deliberate  u^n  this  sul:ject.  On 
die  other  hand,  the  company  eieerted  themselves  in  petitions 
aifed  ptiv^ace  applioatioas  fsnr  their  own  preservation.  The 
committee  examined  msny  papers  and  records:  and  the 
tepoit  was  taken  into  Gonsideraitdn  by  the  whole  hoase« 
Many  evi^ieaces  were  interrogated,  and  elaborate  speeches 
tMAt^  on  bofh  sides  of  the  qneslion*  At  length  a  majority 
•eeaiefl  satisfied  that  the  traftc  on  the  coast  of  Hudson^s 
hay  could  n^  be  preserved  wkhout  forts  and  settlements, 
which  mifist  be  maintained  either  by  an  exclusive  company, 
ov  at  the  public  expense  %  and  as  this  was  not  judged  a  pro^ 
jper  lancture  to  entumber  the  nMion  with  any  charge  of  that 
WskAr  the  d^ign  of  dissolving  the  company  was  laid  aside  ' 
IbA  a  more  favouFrafatls  opportuniity. 

^  XIV.  The  government  had  during  the  war,  found 
'great  dificiidty  in  presmng  men  for  the  service  of  the  navy 
'^-^  practiee,  which,  however  sanctioned  by  necessity,  is 
weve^lhekss  a  flagrant  encroachment  on>  the  liberty  of  the  , 
sub|^ctf  and  a  violent  outrage  against  the  constitution  of 
Oreat  Britain.  The  ministry,  therrefore,  had  employed  some 
of  their  agents  to  form  a  scheme  for  retaining  in  time  of 
peace,  by  means  of  a  certain  .allowance,  a  number  of  sea*- 
men,  who  should  be  repstered  for  the  purpose,  and  be 
ready  to  man  a  squadroh  upon  any  emergency*  Such  a 
plati^  >properly  regulated,  would  have  been  a  great  advan^  ^ 
tage  to^ecHUaierce,  which  is  always  distressed  by  the  practice 
of  pressing  seamen ;  and  fit  the  same  time,  a  great  security  to 
the  kingdom  in  dangerous  conjunctures,  when  it  may  be 
necessary  ^to  equip  an.  armament  at  a  minute's  warning. 
Tlie  Hiouse  €^  commons-  being  moved  upon  this  subject, 
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s^eed  to  divers  resolutiolM^  as  a ^Mmdfttkm  fev  4li&  bill; 
but  the  members  in  the  opposition,  affecting  to  represent 
this  measure  in  an  odious  light,  as  an  imita^n  of*  the 
French  method  of  registering  seamen  without  th^ir  ofm 
consent.  Mr-  Pelham  dropped  it,  as  an  unpopular  proj^et; 
%  XV*  Information  having  been  received^  that  die 
French  intended  to  settle  tlie  neutral  islands  of  St*  Lucia, 
Dominica,  St.  Vincent,  and  Tobago  in  the  West  Indies^ 
the  nation  had  taken  the  alarm  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  % 
and  a  motion  was  mad^  in  the  house  of  commons  to  adibreea 
his  majesty,  that  he  would,  be.  graciously^  pleased  to  give 
directions  for  laying  before  the  house  copies  of  the  instrue^ 
tions  given  to  the  governors,  of  3arbadoes  fcsr  ten  J'^ars 
last  past,  so  far  as  they  related  to  these  neutral  islands ;  bus 

,  whether  the  ministry  was  conscious  of  a  neglect  in  this 
particular,  or  thought  such  inquiries  trenched  upon  the 
prerogative,  he  opposed  die  motion  with  all  hb  might.;  and 
after  some  debate^  the  previous  qi^stion  passed  in  the 
negative.  This  was  also  the  fate  of  onother  motion  made 
by  the  earl  of  £-^t  for  an  address,  entreating  his  majesty 
would  sujbmit  to  the  inspection  of  the  house  all  the  proposals 
of  peace  that  had  be^n  made  by  the  Frensh  king  since  the 
year  which  preceded  the  last  rebellion^  to  that  in  which  the 
definitive  treaty  was  concluded  at  Aix-la-Chapelle.  This 
they  proposed  as  a  previous  step  to  the  parliament's  forming. 
any  opinion  concerning  the  utUity  or  necessity  of  th^  peace 
which  had  been  established.  Violent  debates  ensiied,  in- 
which  th^  opposition  w^  as  much  excelled  in  oratory  aa 
outnumbered  in  votes.  Such  were  the  material  traasacliona 
of  this  session,  which  in  the  month  of  June  was  closed  as 
usual  with  a  speech  from  ,the  throne ;  in  which  his  majesty 
signified  his  hope,  that  the  parliament,  at  their  next  meeting, 
would  be  able  to  p^rfe^t  what  they  had  now  begun  for 
advancing  the  trade  and  navigation  of  the  kingdom.  He 
likewise  expressed  his  sajtisfaction  at  seeing  public  credit 

^  flourish  at  the  end  of  an  expensive  war :  and  recommended 
unanimity  as  the  si^rest  bulwark  of  national  security. 

%  Xyi.  While  die  ministry,  on  siome  occasions,  exhib- 
ited all  the  external  signs  of  moderation  and  good  humour; 
they,  on  others,  manifested  a  spirit  of  jealousy  and  resent* 
ment,  which  seems  to  have  been  childish  and  iUiberal—  Two 


J 


^ 
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or  three  y9\)0g  rbtaue  8(udaii9  .at  Oxfol-^^jtiniiAed  up  in 
prejudice,  and  heated  with  iateraperanee, .  uuered  some 
ezpreBsiona,  over  their  cups,  implying  their  atlaehinent  to 
the  family  of  the  preten4er.  The.  report  of  this. indiscretion 
was  tadu^triotisly  circuktedby  ceitain  wor(hlei»B  individuals, 
who,  haviog  no  reliance  on  their  own  intrinsic  merit,  hoped 
to  distinguish  themselves '  as  the  tools  of  party,  and  to  , 
obtain  favoar  with  the  ministry  by  acti^^  as  volunteers  in 
t|)e  infaBao\|8  practice  of  ioformation*  Though  neither  the 
imi^k,  age,  nor  connexions  of  the  delinquent?,  were  such  a» 
o^ght  to  have  attracted  the  notice  of  the  public,  the  vice- 
chaniieUor,  heads  of  houses  and  proctors  of  the, university, 
knowing  the  invidious  scrutiny  to  which  their  conduct  was 
subjected,  thought  proper  to  publish  a  declaration,  signi- 
Cying  theif  abhorrence  of  all  seditious  practices,  their  deter-*, 
mined  resolution  to  punish  all  o£fenders  to  the  utmost 
severity  and  rigour  of  the  statuites ;  and  containing  peremp- 
tory orders  for  the  regulation  of  the  university*  NotwitI\- 
standing  these  wise  and  salutary  precautions,  the  three  boys, 
who*  in  the  heat  of  their  intoxication,  had  drunk  the  preten- 
der's health,  were  taken  into  cu^ody  by  a  messenger  of 
State:  and  two.  of  them  being  tried  in  Uie  court  of  king's 
bench,  and  'found  guilty,  were  sentenced  to  walk  through 
the  courts  of  Westminister,  with  a  specification  of  their 
crime  fixed  to  their  foreheads ;  to  pay  a  fine  of  five  nobles 
each ;  to  be  imprisoned  for  two  years,  and  find  security  of 
their  good  behaviour  for  the  term  of  seven  years  after  dieir  / 
enlargement*  Many  people  thought  they  saw  the  proceed-  ' 
logs  of  the  star  chamber  revived  in  the  severity  of  this 
punishment.  The  administration,  not  yet  satisfied  with  the 
vengeance  which  had  been  taken  on  these  three  stripplings, 
"  seemed  determined  to  stigmatize  the  university  to  which 
■  they  belonged*  The  cry  of  jacobitism  was  loudly  trumpeted 
against  the  whole  community*  The  address  of  the  university, 
congratulating  his  majesty  on  the  establishment  of  the  peace 
was  rejected  with  disdain,  and  an  attempt  was  made  to  subject 
^heir  statutes  to  the  inspection  of  the  king's  counsel ;  but  this 
rule,  being  argued  in  the  court  of  king's  bench,  was  dismissed, 
in  consequence  of  the  opinions  given  by  the  judges.  Finally,  > 
the  same  tribunal  granted  an  information  against  Dr.  Pumel, 
the  vicechancellor,  for  his  behaviour  in  the  case  of  the  rioters 
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above  TiMniiDiied  :^  but  thid  wiM  coaotennM^d  itt^Ar  teque}^ 
his  condactAppewingf  oi^eiEcef  tiomkUe  upo»  a*fMre  cort  wA 
impartial  inquiry ^  • 

^  XVII.  In  proportion  as  Oxford  decfitted,  her  alsfer 
umver^ity  rose  in  the  favour  €>f  the  adMiiif9tri^<m^  whidi 
she  at  this  period  cultivated  by  an  eirtraordkisny  mmrk  ef 
compliance  smd  attachment.^  The  dignity  of  ch«]QM:eUer  of 
the  university  beingf  vacated,  by-  the  death  cf  the  duke  of 
Somerset,  the  nation  in  general  seemed  to  tUak  k  would 
naturally  devolve  upoti  the  prtnce  of  Wales,  as  a  comptinem 
at  all  times  due  to  that  rank ;  but  more  espeeially  tt>  the 
then  heir  apparent,  who  had  eminently  distinguished  hiiascif 
by  the  virtues  of  a  patriot  and  a  prince.  He  h^  even 
pleased  himself  with  the  hope  of  receiving  this  mark:  of 
attachment  from  a  seminary  for  which  he  entertained  a  par- 
ticukr  regaled.  But  the  ruling  members,  seeing  nd  imme* 
diate  p7t)spect  of  advantage  in  glorilying  even  a  prince^  who 
wa«  at  variance  with  the  ininistry,  wisely  turned  their  eye« 
ufOti  the  illustrious  character  of  the  duke  of  Newcasde, 
whc«v  they  elected  without  opposition,  and  installed  witk 
great  D^agnificenc^ :  leanfing,  poetry,  and  eloquence,  joining 
&eir  efforts  in  celebrating  the  shining  virtues  and  exfcaoir* 
dil^ary  Wlents  of  their  new  patron. 

^  XVIII.  Although  opposition  lay  gasping  at  the  fee$ 
of  power  in  the  house  of  commons,  the  people  of  England 
did  not  yet  implicitly  approve  all  the  measures  of  the  ad- 
tninifitration ;  and  the  dregs  of  faction,  still  agitated  by  smt 
internal  ferment,  threw  up  some  meSectual  bubbles  in  different 
parts  of  the  kingdom.  Some  of  those  who  made  no  secret  of 
their  disafFectioi^  to  the  reigning  family  determined  to 
jiianifest  their  resentment  and  contempt  of  certain  noble-* 
men,  and  others,  whg  were  said  to  have  abandoned  thehr 
ancient  principles,  and  to  have  sacrificed  their  consciences 
to  their  interest.  M£tny  individuals,  animated  by  the  fumca 
of  inebriation,  now  Ipudly  extolled  that  cause  which  they 
durst  not  avow  when  it  required  their  open  approbatign 
and  assistance;  and,  though  they  industriously  avoided 
exposing  their  lives  and  fortunes  to  the  chance  of  war  in 
promoting  their  favourite  interest  Mi^en  there  was  a  possir 
bility'of  success,  they  betrayed  no  apprehensions  in  cele- 
brating the  ntemory  of  its  last  effort,  amidst  the  tuituilt  of 
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%  riot,  flBid  tile  damoufs  of  mteinpe ranee.  In  the  neigli- 
dofirhood  of  lAeh&M  th«  sportsmen  of  the  party  appeared 
in  the  fligUand  taste  of  variegated  drapery ;  and  their 
91^1  deteendiog  to  a  very  extraordinary  exhibition  of  prae- 
tif^l  ridicule,  they  honted,  with  kotuids  clothed  in  plaid,  $. 
ion  dressed  in  a  red  uniform.  Even  the  females  at  their 
mf eibfaly,  and  die  gentlemen  at  the  racesj  affected  to  wear 
the  checkered  stuff  hy  which  the  prince  pretender  and  his 
IWIowere  had  been  distinguished.  Divers  noblemen  on 
the  course  were  in/iulted  as  apostates ;  and  one  personage, 
0f  high  raailE,  is  said  to  have  undergone  a  very  disagreeable 
Ai^lation. 

§  XIX.  As  the  pubfic  generally  suffers  at  the  end  of  a  ^ 
wur^  by  the  sudden  dismission  of  a  great  number  of  sol- 
diers and  seamen,  who  having  contracted  a  habit  of  idle- 
OfSA,  and  finding  themselves  without  employment  and  the 
meaiui  of  subsistence,  engage  in  desperate  courses,  and 
(my. upon  the  commtmity,  it  was  judged  expedient  to  pro- 
vide an  opening,  through  which  these  unquiet  spirits  might  ' 
exhale  without  damage  to  the  commonwealth.  The  most 
imturai  was  that  of  encouraging  them  to  become  members 
of  a  new  colony  in  North  America,  which,  by  being  pro- 
perly ^regulated,  supported,  and  improved,  might  be  the 
source  of  great  advantages  to  its  mother  country*  Many 
disputes  had  arisen  between  the  subjects  of  England  and 
France,  concerning  the  limits  of  Nova  Scotia,  which  no 
treaty  had  as  yet  properly  ascertained.  A  fort  had  been 
raised,  and  a  small  garrison  maintained,  by  the  king  of 
Great  Britain,  at  a  part  of  this  very  country,  called  Anna- 
polis Royal,  to  overawe  the  French  neutrids  settled  in  the 
neighbourhood :  but  this  did  not  answer  the  purpose  for 
which  it  was  intended.  Upon  every  rupture  or  dispute 
between  the  two  crowns,  these  planters,  forgetting  their 
neutrality,  intrigued  xprith  the  Indians,  communicated  intel- 
ligence to  their  own  countrymen,  settled  at  St.  Johns  and 
Gape,  Breton,  and  did  all  the  ill  offices  their  hatred  could 
suggest  against  the  colonies  and  subjects  of  Great  Britain* 
A  scheme  was  now  formed  for  making  a  new  establishment  ' 
<m  the  same  peninsula,  which  should  further  confirm  and 
ei^end  the  property  and  dominion  of  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain  in  that  large  tract  of  country,  clear  the  uncultivated 
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grounds,  constitute  communities,  dHIuse  the  benefits  of 
population  and  agriculture,  and  improve  the  fishery  of  that 
coast,  which  might  be  rendered  a  new  source  of  wealth 
and  commerce  to  Old  England.  The  particulars  of  the 
plan  being  duly  considered  it  was  laid  before  his  majesty, 
who  approved  of  the  design,  and  referred  the  execution  of 
it  to  the  board  of  trade  and  plantations,  over  which  the 
earl  of  Halifax  presided.  This  nobleman,  endued  by 
nature  with  an  excellent  capacity,  which  had  been  diligently 
and  judiciously  cultivated,  animated  with  liberal  sentiments, 
and  fired  with  an  eager  spirit  of  patriotism,  adopted  the 
plan  with  the  most  generous  ardour,  and  cherished  die 
infant  colony  with  paternal  affection.  T^e  commissioners 
for  trade  and  plantations  immediately  advertised,  under  the 
sanction  of  his  majesty's  authority,  that  proper  encourage* 
ment  would  be  given  to  such  of  the  officers  and  private 
men,  lately  dismissed  from  the  land  and  sea  service,  as 
were  willing  to  settle  with  or  without  families,  in  the  pro- 
.  ,  vince  of  Nova  Scotia :  that  the  fee  simple,  or  perpetual 
property,  of  fifty  acres  of  land  should  be  granted  to  every 
private  soldier  or  seamen,  free  from  the  payment  of  any 
quitrents  or  taxes,  for  the  term  of  ten  years ;  at  the  expi- 
ration of  which  no  person  should  pay  inore  than  one  shil- 
ling per  annum  for  every  fifty  acres  so  granted :  that,  over 
and  above  these  fifty,  each  person  should  receive  a  grant 
of  ten  acres  for  every  individual,  including  women  and 
children,  of  which  bis  family  should  consist :  that  further 
grants  should  be  made  to  them  as  the  number  should  in- 
crease, and  in  proportion  as  they  snould  manifest  their 
abilities  in  agrii^iijture :  that  eveiy  officer,  under  the  rank 
of  ensign  in  the  land  service,  or  lieutenant  in  the  navy, 
should  be  gratified  with  fourscore  acres  on  the  same  con- 
ditions :  that  two  hundred  acres  should  be  bestowed  upon 
ensigns,  three  hundred  upon  lieutenants,  four  hundred  upon 
captains,  and  six  hundred  on  every  officer  above  that  de* 
gree,  with  proportionable  considerations  for  die  number 
and  increase  of  every  fan&ily :  that  the  lands  should  be 
parcelled  out  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  arrival  of  the 
colonists,  and  a  civil  government  established :  by  virtue 
of  which  they  should  enjoy  all  the  liberties  and  privileges 
of  British  subjects,  with  proper  security  and  protection : 
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that  the-setders,  with  Aeir  famiUcs,  should  be  conveyed  to 
^ova  Scotia,  and  maintained  for  twelve  months  after  their 
arrival  «t  the  expense  of  the  government ;  which  should 
also  supply,  them  with  arms  and  ammunition,  as  far  as 
should  be  judged  necessary  for  their  defence,  with  proper 
materials  and  utensils  for  clearing  and  -cultivating  their 
lands,  erecting  habitations,  exercising  the  fishery,  and  sucji 
other  purposes  as  should  be  judged  necessary  for  theijr 
support. 

$  XX*  The  scheme  was  so  feasil)le,  and  the  encourage* 
ment  so  inviting,  that  in  a  lictle  tim^  about  fpur  thousanxl 
adventurers,  with  their  families,  were  entered,  aqcordiog  to 
the  directions  of  the  board  of  trade,  who  in  the  beginning 
of  May  set  sail  from  England,  under  the  command  of 
colonel  Coiiiwallis,  whom  the  king  had  appointed  their 
governor,  and  towards  the  latter  end  of  June  arrived  at 
the  place  of  their  destination,  which  was  the  harbour  of 
Chebuctou,  on  tiie  seacoast  of  the  peninsula,  about  midway 
between  Cape  Canceau  and  Cape  Sable.  It  is  one  of  the 
^most  secure  and  commodious  havens  in  the  whole  world, 
an4  well  situated  for'  the  fishery ;  yet  the  climate  is  cold, 
the  soil  barren*  and  the  wiiole  country  covered  with  woods 
of  birch^  fir,  pine,  and  some  oak,  unfit  for  the  purposes  of 
timber ;  but  at  the  same  time  extremely  difficult  to  remove 
and  extirpate*  Governor  Corawailis  no  sooner  arrived  in 
this  harbour  than  he  was  joined  by  two  regiments  of  infan- 
try from  Cape  Breton,  and  a  company  of  rangers  from 
Annapolis.  Then  be  pitched  upon  a  spot  for*  the  settle- 
ment, and  employed  his  people  in  clearing  the  ground  {off 
laying  the  foundations  of  a  town ;  but  some  inconveniences 
being  discovered  in  this  situation,  he  chose  another  to  the 
northward,  hard  by  the  harbour,  on  an  easy  ascent,  comr 
manding  a  prospect  of  the  whole  peninsula^  and  well  sup- 
plied with  rivulets  of  fresh  and  wholesome  water.  Here 
he  began  to  build  a  town  on  a  regular  plan,  to  which  he 
gave  ^the  name  of  Halifax,  in  honour  of  the  nobleman  who 
had  the  greatest  share  in  founding  the  colony;  and  before 
;the  approach  of  winter  above  three  hundred  comfor^ble 
wooded  houses  were  built,  the  whole  surrounded  by  a 
strong  pallisade.  This  colony,  however,  has  by  najneaoa 
a.n8wered  the  sanguine  expectations  of  the  projectors ;  for 
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HdtwitbMuidifig  the  ardour  wtdi.  wliich  die  tatemCs  of  it 
trete  promoted  by  it»  noble  patrol^  and  the  repeated  indul* 
gdnce  it  has  reaped  from  the  bounty  of  the  legitlatureY  the 
fnhatiitants  have  made  little  ist  no  progress  in  agricukure  t 
the  fishery  is  altogether  neglected,  and  the  settlement 
entirely  subsists  on  the  sums  expended  by  the  mdtviduala 
of  the  army  and  navy,  whose  duly  obliges  th^m  So  reside 
in  this  psrt  of  North  America* 

$  XXL  The  establishment  of  such  a  powerful  colony 
in  Nova  Scotia,  could  not  fail  giving  umbrage  to  the  French 
in  that  neighbourhood,  who,  though  they  did  not  think 
proper  to  promulgate  their  jealousy  and  disgust,  neverthe* 
less  employed  their  emissaries  clandestinely  in  stimohiting 
and  exciting  the' Indians  to  harass  the  colonists  with  hos<- 
ttlitiesi  in  such  a  manner  as  should  effectually  hinder  them 
from  extending  their  plantations,  and  perhaps  induce  them 
to  abandon  the  settlement.  Nor  was  this  the  only  part  of 
America  in  which  the  French  court  countenanced  such 
perfidious  practices.  More  than  ever  convinced  of  die 
itoportance  of  a  considerable  navy,  and  an  extensive  plan« 
tation  trade,  they  not  only  exerted  uncommon  industry  m 
reestablishing  their  marine,  which  had  suffered  so  severely  ' 
during  the  war ;  but  they  resolved,  if  possible,  to  extend 
their  plantations,  in  the  West  Indies^  by  settling  the  neu** 
tral  islands,  which  we  have  already  mentioned.  In  the 
beginning  of  the  year  the  governor  of  Barbadoes,  having 
received  intelligence  that. the  French  had  begun  to  settle 
the  island  of  Tobago,  sent  captain  Tyrrel  thither  ia  a  fri« 
gate,  to  learn  the  particulars.  That  officer  found  above 
three  hundred  men  already  landed,  seciired  by  two  bat* 
teri^s  and  two  ships  of  war,  and  in  daily  expectation  of  a 
farther  reinforcement  from  the  marquis  de  Caylus,  governor 
of  Martinique ;  who  had  published  an  ordonnance,  audio^ 
rising  the  subjects  of  the  French  king  to  settle  the  island 
of  <Tobago,  and  promising  to  defend  them  from  the 
attempts  of  all  their  enemies.  This  assurance  was  in  an* 
swer  to  a  proclamation  issued  by  Mr.  GrenviUe,  governor 
of  Barbadoes,  and  stuck  in  the  different  parts  of  the  island^ 
commanding  all  the  inhabitants  to  remove,  in  thirty  days,  on 
pain  of  undergoing  military  execution.  Captain  Tyrrel, 
vrkh  fi  sptsk  that  becaane  a  commander  in  the  British  navy^ 


pite  tke  Fnoidi  cAccn  to  isMlentaBd,  tlmft  bts  most  efamt  ^ 
tian  majetrf  had  no  right  to  aettle  the  island,  which  was 
declared  ncu^nl  bjr^  treadet  t  and  that,  if  thej  wcmld  not 
deabt  lie  should  be  obligied  to  employ  force  in  driving  them 
feoai  their  mttw  aettlemeat*  Night  coming,  oa,  and  Mr. 
Tfrrel't  aiiip  falling  to  leearaid,  the  Frei^ch  captsdna  aeized 
dutt  opportunity  o£  sailing  to  Martinique  ;  and  neict  day 
the  £ttgiish  eoaunander  ^returned  to  Barbadoes^  having  ao 
power  iu>  comaak  hostilities*  These  tidings,  with  a  copy 
of  the  French  governor's  ordonoance,  were  no  sooner 
transodtted  to  the  ministry  than  they  desg^atched  a  courier 
to  the  English  envoy  at  Paris,  with  directions  to  make 
repreaentstions  to  the  court  of  Veinailles  oi^  this  subject* 
The  ministry  of  France,  knowing  they  wore  in  no  condi"  ^ 
tioii  to  support  the  consequences  of  an  immediate  rupture, 
and'  understanding  how  much  die  merchants  and  people 
of  Great  Britain  were  alarmed  and  incensed  at  their 
attempts*  to  possess  these  islands,  thought  proper  to 
disoam  the  proceedings  of  the  marquis  de  Caylus,  and 
to  grant  the  sadsfaction  that  was  demanded,  by  sending  bias 
orders  to  disoontiaue  the  settlement,  and  evacuate  the 
island  of  Tobago*  At  the  same  time,  however,  that  the 
court  of  Versailles  made  this  sacrifice  for  the  satisiaction 
pf  England,  the  marquis  de  Puysieux,  the  French  minister, 
observed  to  the  English  resident,  that  France  was  undoubto 
tfdly  in  possession  of  that  island  towards  the  middle  of  the  . 
,  last  century.  He  ought  in  candour  to  have  added,  that 
akhottgh  I»ewia  XIV.  made  a  conquest  of  this  island  from 
the  UolbaulerS)  during  his  war  with  that  republic,  it  was 
xest(^red  to  them  by  the  treaty  of  Nimeguen,  and  since  that 
time  Fratice  could  not  have  die  least  shadow  of  a  claim  to 
.number   it  among  her  setdements.     It   was  before   thb  ^ 

amwer  «oaid  jbe  obtained  from  die  court  of  Versailles  that  *. 

^e  -motion,  of  which  we  have  already  taken  notice,  wins  .1 

tftade  in  the  (louse  of  commons,  relating  to  the  s«d>ject  of 
the  neutral  islands ;  a  motion  discouraged  by  die  court, 
and  defeated  by  the  majorit>% 

§  XXII.  The  peace  of  Aix-la-Chapelle  was  celebntted 
by  fire  works,  illuminations,  and  rejoicings,  in  which  the 
Ei^tish,  FiPeAch,  and  Dutch  seemed  to  display  a  spirit  of 
^imUaikm,  in  point  of  taste  and  magnificence ;  ai^4  ^  ^ 
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probabtlitf)  these  three  powers  were  sincerely  pleased  at 
the  cessation  of  the  war.  England  enjoyed  a  respite  from 
totolerable  supplies,  exorbitant  insurance,  and  interrupted 
commerce;  Holland  was  delivered  from  the  brink  of  a 
French  invasion;  and  .France  had  obtained  a  breathkig 
time  for  reestablishing  her  naval  power,  for  exerungthat 
spirit  of  intrigue,  by  dint  of  wh^ch  she  had  often  em]>rolied 
her  neighbours,  and  for  executing  plans  of  insensible 
encroachment,  which  might  prove  more  advantageous  thaii 
the  progress  of  opitrn  hostilities-  In  the  affair  of >  Tobago 
the  French  king  had  manifested  his  inclination  to  avoid 
immediate  disputes  with  ^England ;  atid  had  exhibited 
another  proo£cf  the  svme  disposition  in  his  behaviour  to 
the  prince  -  pretender,^  who  had  excited  such  a  dungerous 
rebellion  to  the  island  of  Great  Britain. 

§  XXII L  Among  those  princes  and  powers  who 
excepted  Jigainst  difFerent  articles  of  the  treaty  of  Aix-la- 
Chapelle,  the  chevalier  de  St.  George,  foreseeing  ths|t  none 
of  the  plenipotentiaries  would  receive  his  protest,  employed 
his  agents  tQ  fix  it  up  in  the  public  places  of  Aix?la*Cha^ 
pelle  ;  a  precaution  of  i^ery  little  service  to  his  cause,  which 
all  the  states  of  Christendom  seemed  now  to  hat^e  aban- 
doned. So  litde  was  the  interest  of  his  family  con* 
sidered  in  this  negotiation,  that  the  contracting  p9wers 
agreed,  without  reserve,  to  a  literal  insertion  of.  the  fifth 
article  of  the  quadruple  alliance  ;  by  which  it  was  stipulated, 
that  neither  the  pretender  nor  any  oi  his  descendants  should 
be  allowed  to  reside  within  the  territories  belonging  to  any 
of  the  subscribiQg  parties.'  At  the  same  time  the  plenipo- 
tentiaries of  France  promised  to  those  of  Great  .B«itain^ 
that  prince  Charles  Edward  should  be  immediately  obliged 
to  quit  the  dominions  of  his  most  christian  majesty.  No- 
tice of  this  agreement  was  accordingly  given  by  the  court 
of  Versailles  to  the  young  adventurer,  and  as  he  bad  de- 
clared he  would  never  return  to  Italy,  monsieur  dc  Coiu^- 
te)lle;  the  French  envoy  to  the  cantons  of  Switzerland, 
was  directed  by  hi^  sovereign  to  demand  an  asylum  for 
prince  Edward  in  the  city  of  Fribourg.  The  regency 
having  complied  in  this  particular  with  the  earnest  request 
of  his  most  christian  majesty,  Mr.  Barnaby,  the  British 
minister  to  the  Helvetic  Hody,  took  the  alarm,  and  presented 
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the  magistrac;^  of  Fribonrg  'with  a  remonstranee,  couched 
ill  such  terms  as  gave   offence   to  that  regency^  and  dretr 
upon  htm  a  severe  answet.     In  vain  had  the  French  kin^^ 
exerted  his  influence  in  procuring. this  retreat  for  the  .young 
'pretender,  who,  being  pressed  with  repeated   messages  to 
withtlra^,  persisted  in^refusin^to  quit  the  place,  to  which  he 
had  been  so  cordially  invited  by  his  cousin  the  king  of  France^ 
and  where  he  said  that  monarch  had  solemnly  promised,  on 
^    the  word  of  a  king,  that  he  would  never  forsalce  him  in  his 
distress,  nor,  abandon  the  interests  of  his  family.     Lewis 
was  >  not   a  little   perplexed  ^at   this   obstinacy    of   prinCe 
Edward,  which  was  the  more  vexatious,  as  that  youth  ap-. 
peared  to  be  the  darling   of  the  Parisians ;  who   not  only 
admired  him  for  his  own  accomplishments,  and  pitied  him 
for   his  sufferings,  but   also  yeyered  him,  as  a  young  hero 
lineally  descended   from   their  .  renowned  Henrys  the  IVth^* 
At  length,  the  two  English  noblemen  arriving  at' Paris,  as 
hostages  for  the  performance  of  the  treaty,  and  seeing  him 
appear  at  all  public  places  of  diversion,  complained  of  this 
circumstance,    as   an    insult  to   tht'ir    sovereign,    and    aq 
iitfringement    of  the    treaty   so   lately   concluded.      The 
^reriih-  kibg  after   some  hesitation  between   punctilio  and 
oontQenieifl^e,  resolved  to  employ  violence*  upon  the   person 
of  this   troublesome  stranger,  since  milder  remonstrances 
had  not  been  able  to  influence  his  conduct:  but  this"" reso- 
lutions was  not  taken  till  the  return   of  a  courier  whom  he 
desT  atched  to  the  chevalier  de  St.  George ;  who  being  thus 
informed  of  his  son's  deportment,  wrote  a  letter  to  lym, 
laying  strong  injunctions  upon*  him,  to  yield  to  the  neces- 
sity of  the   times,  and  acquiesce  with  a  good  grace  in  the 
stipulations  which  his  cousin  of  France  had  found  it  neces-; 
sary  to  subscribe,  for  the  interest  of  his  realm.     Edward, 
far  trctn  complying  with  this  advice  and  injunction,  signi- 
fied his  resolution  to  remain  in  Paris ;  and  even  declared, 
that  he  would  pistol  any  man  who  should  priesume  to  lay 
violent  hands  on  his  person.      In  consequence  of  this  bold 
declaration,  an  extraordinary  council  was  held  at  Versail- 
les, when  it  was  determined  to  arrest  him  without   further 
delay,  and  the  whole    plan   of  this   enterprise  was   finally 
adjusted.     That  sam^  evening,  the  prince  entering  the  nar» 
row  lane  that  leads  to  the  opera,  the  barrier  was  immedl- 
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atdy  shut,  and  the  sergeant  of  the  ^ard  called  *'To  arms;'* 
on  which  tnpnsieur  de  Vaudreail,  exempt  of  die  Freack 
guards^  advancing  to  Edward,  ^  Prince,  (said  he,)  I  arrest 
^^you  in  the  king^s  name,  by  virtue  of  this  order."  At 
that  instant  the  youth  was  surrounded  by  four  grenadiers^ 
in  order  to  prevent  any  mischief  he  might  have  dtee  with 
a  case  of  pocket  pistols  which  he  always  carried  about  hilB ; 
and  a  guard  was  placed  at  alt  the  avenues  and  doors  of  the 
opera  house,  lest  any  tumult  should  have  ensued,  among  the 
populace.  These  precautions  being  taken,  Vaudreuil,  with 
a^n  escort,  conducted  the  prisoner  through  the  garden  of 
the  palais  royal  to  a  house  where  the  duke  de  Biron  waited 
with  a  coach  and  six  to  convey  him  to  the  castle  of  Vin- 
cennes,  whiiher  he  was  immediately  accompanied  by  a 
detachment  from  the  regiment  of  French  guards,  under  the 
command  «f  that  nobleman.  He  had  not  remained  above 
three  days  in  his  confinement  when  he  gave  the  French 
ministry  to  understand,  that  he  would  conform  himself  to 
the  king's  intentions:  and  was  immediately  enlarged  upon 
giving  his  word  and  honour  that  he  would,  wtthdutdelay, 
retire  from  the  dominions  of  France.  Accordingly,  he 
set  out  in  four  days  from  Fontainbleau,  attend^  by  Arc^^ 
officers  who  condacted  him  as  far  as  Pont  Bauvqsin  09  the 
frontiers,  where  they  took  their  leave  of  him,  and  returned 
to  VeVsailles*  He  proceeded  for  some  time  in  the  road  to 
Chamberri ;  but  soon  returned  into  the  French  dominions^ 
Snd,  passing  through  Dauphine,  repaired  to  Avignon, 
wh^^re  he  was  received  with  extraordinary  honours  by  th« 
popq's  legate.  In  the  mean  time,  his  arrest  excited  g;reat 
murmurings  at  Paris;  the  inhabitants  blaming,  without 
scruple,  their  king's  conduct  in  this  instance,  as  a  scanda^ 
loujs  breach  of  hospitality,  as  well  as  a  mean  proof  of  con* 
descension  to  the  king  of  England;  and  many  severe 
pasquinades,  relating  to  this  transaction,  were  fixed  up  in 
the  most  public  places  of  that  metropolis* 

§  XXIV.  Although  peace  was  now  reestablished  among 
the  principal  powers  of  the  continent,  yet  another  storm 
seemed  ready  to  burst  upon  the  northern  parts  of  Europe, 
in  a  fresh  rupture  between  Russia  and  Sweden.  Whether 
the  czarkia  had  actually  obtained  information  that  the 
J^rench  i'action  meditated  some  revplataon  of  government  at 
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Stockholm^  or  she  wanted  ft  prtteotcf  for  imnexiQg  Findlatid 
to  her  empire;  certain  it  is,  she  afiected  t6  apprehend  that 
the  prince  successor  of  Sweden  waited  only  for  the  decease 
<if  the  reigning  king,  who  was  very  old  and  infirm,  to 
'Change  the, form  of  government,  and  resume  that/absolute 
authority  which  some.of  lite  monarchs,  his  predecessors  had 
enjoyed*  She  seemed  to  diink  that  a  prince  thus  vested 
with  arbitrary  power,  and  guided  by  the  counsels  of  France 
isad  Prussia,  with  which  Sweden  ha^  lately  engaged  in  close 
alliance,  might  become  a  very  troublesome  and  .dangerous 
neighbour  to  her.in  the  Baltic ;  she,  therefore^  recruited  her 
armies^  repaired  her  fortifications,  filled  her  magazines,  or* 
dered  a  strong  body  of  troops  to  advance  towards  the  froa* 
tiers  of  Finland,  and  declared  in  plain  terms  to  the  court 
#f  Stockholm,  that  if  any  step  should  be  taken  to  alter  the 
government,  which  she  had  bound  herself  by  .treaty  to  main* 
tain,  her  troops  should  enter  the  territory  of  Sweden,  and 
she  would  act  up  to  the  spirit  of  her  engagements.  The 
Swedish  ministry,  alarmed  at  these  peremptory  proceedings,, 
had  recqurse  to  their  allies ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  made 
repeated  declarations  to  the  court  of  Petersburgh,  that 
there  was  no  design  to  m^ke  the  least  innovation  in  the  na*> 
ture  of  their  established  government :  but  little  or  no  regard 
being  paid  to  these  representations,  they  began  to  put  the 
kingdom  in  a  posture  of  defence ;  and  the  <^d  king  gave  the 
czarina  to  understand,  that  if,  notwithstanding  the  satisfac* 
tioa-he  had  offeredi  her  forces  should  pass  the  frontiers  of 
.  Finland,  he  would  consider  their  majrch  as  an  hostile  inva« 
sion,  and  employ  the  means  which  God  had  put  in  his  power 
for  the  defence  o£  his  dominions* 

§  XXV.  This  declaration,  in  all  probability  did  not 
produce  such  effect  as  the  interposition  of  his  Prussian  ma- 
jesty, the  most  enterprising  prince  of  his  time,  at  the  head 
<tf  one  hundred  and  forty  thousand  of  the  best  troops  that 
Germany  ever  trained.  Perhaps  he  was  not  sorry  that  the 
empress  of  Muscovy  furnished  him  with  a  plausible  pre- 
tence for  maintaining  such  a  formidable  army,  after  the 
peace  of  Europe  had  been  ascertained  by  a  formal  treaty^ 
and  all  the  surrounding  states  had  diminished  the  number 
of  their  forces.  He  now  wrote  a  letter  to  his  uncle  the  king 
of  Greirt  Britain,  complaining  of  the  insults  and  menaces 
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whicli  had  been  offered  b7> the  czarina  to  Swedeii:  declar- 
ing, that  he  was  bound  by  a  defensive  alliance,  to  which 
France  had  acceded,  to  defend  the  government  at  present 
established  in  Sweden  y  and  that  he  would  not  sit  still,  and 
tamely  see  that  kingdom  attacked  by  any  power  whatsoever 
without  acting  up  to  his  engagements:  he  therefore  en- 
treated his  Britannic  majesty  to  interpose  his  good  offices, 
in  conjunction  Arith  France  and  him,  to  compromise  the  dis« 
putes  which  threatened  to  embroil  the  northern  parts  of 
£urope.     By  this  time  the  Russian  army  had  approached 
the  frontiers  of  Finland :  the  Swedes  had  assembled  their 
troops,  replenished  their  magazines,  and  repaired  their  ma- 
rine ;  and  the  king  of  Denmark^  jealous  of  the  czarina's 
designs  with  regard  to  the  dutchy  of  Sleswick,  which  was 
contested  with  him  by  the  prince  successor  of  Russia,  kept 
his  army  and  jiayy  on  the  most  respectable  footing.  At  this 
critical  juncture  the  courts  of  London,  Versailles,  and  Ber- 
lin cooperated  so  effectualfy*  by  remonstrances  and  declara- 
tions at  Petersburgh  and  Stockholm,  that  the  empress  of 
Russia  thought  proper  to  own  herself  satisfied,  and  all  those 
clouds  of  trouble  were  immediately  dispersed.     Yet,  in  all 
probability,  her  real  aim  was  disappointed;  aqd,  howefer 
she  flight  dissemble  her  sentiments,  she  never  heartily  for- 
gave the  king  of  Prussia  for  the  share  he  had  in  this  trans- 
action.    That  monarch,  without  relaxing  in  his  attention 
to  the  support  of  a  very  formidable  military  power,  exerted 
very  extraordinary  endeavours  in  cultivating  the  civil  inter- 
•ests  of  his  country.     He  reformed   the   laws  of  Branden- 
burgh,  and  rescued  the  administration  of  justice  from  the 
frauds  of  chicanery..    He  encouraged  the  arts  of  agriculture 
and  hfianufacture ;  and   even  laid  the  foundation  of  naval 
commerce,  by  establishing  an  East  India  company  in  the 
port  of  Emden. 

§  XXVI.  Nor  did  the  French  ministry  neglect  any 
measure  that  might  contribute  to  repair  the  damage  which 
the  kingdom  had  sustained  in  the  course  of  the  war.  One 
half  of  the  army  was  disbanded :  the  severe  imposition  of 
the  tenth  penny  was  suspended  by  the  king's  edict  i  a 
scheme  of  economy  was.  proposed,  with  respect  to  the  finan- 
ces ;  and  the  utmost  diligence  used  in  procuring  materials, 
as  well  as   workmen,  for  shipbuilding,  that  the  navy  of 
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France  mt|^t  flpecdUsr  retrieve  itv  former  importance.  In 
the  midst  of  these  truly  patriotic  schemes,  the  court  of 
VersaiUes  betrayed  a  littleness  of  genius,  and  spirit  of 
tyranny,  joined  to  fanaticism,  in  quarrelling  with  their  par* 
liament  about  superstitious  forms  of  religion.  The  sacra* 
ments  had  been  denied  to  a  certain  person  on  his  deathbed^ 
because  he  refused  to  subscribe  to  the  bull  Unigenitus.  The 
nephew  of  the  defunct  preferred  a  compliant  to  the  parlia<» 
ment,  whose  province  it  was  to  take  cognizance  of  the  aflfair ; 
a  deputation  of  diat  body  attended  the  king  with  the  report 
of  the  resolutions ;  and  his  majesty  commanded  them  to 
suspend  all  proceedings  relating  to  a  matter  of  such  con- 
sequenee,  concerning  which  he  would  take  an  opportunity 
of  signifying  his  royal  pleasure.  This  interposition  was  the 
source  of  disputes  between  the  crown  and  parliamient,  which 
had  like  to  have  filled  the  whole  kingdom  with  intestine 
troubles. 

$  XXVII.  At  Viennatheempressqueen  was  not  more 
solicitous  in  promoting  the  trade  and  internal  manufactures 
of  her  dominions,  by  sumptuary  regulations,  necessary  res* 
trictions  on  foreign  superfluities^  by  opening  her  ports  in 
the  Adriatic,  and  giving  proper  encouragement  to  com- 
merce, than  she  was  careful  and  provident  in  reforming  the 
economy  of  her  finances,  maintaining  a  respcctaUe  body  of 
forces,  and  guarding,  by  defensive  alliances,  against  the 
enterprises  of  his  Prussiam  majesty,  on  whose  military  power 
she  looked  with  jealousy  and  distrust.  In  HoUand,  all  die 
authority  and  influence  of  the  Stadtholder  were  scarcely 
sufficient  to  allay  the  ferments  excited  among  the  people,  l^ 
A&  provisional  taxation  which  had  succeeded  the  abolition 
of  the  pachters,  and  was  indeed  very  grievous  to  the  sab« 
Ject.  As  this  was  no  more  than  a  temporary  expedient^ 
tfaje  prince  of  Orange  proposed  a  more  equitable  plan,,  which 
was  approved  by  the  States,  and  established  with  grelit  dif^ 
.  ficnlty.  In  Italy  the  system  of  politics  seemed  to  change 
its  complexion.  The  king  of  Sardinia  effected  a  match  be« 
tfween  one  of  the  Infantas  of  Spain  and  the  prince  of  Pied* 
miOQt ;  and  whether  irritated  by  the  conduct  of  the  Austriant 
ib  the  last  war,  or  apprehensive  of  such  a  powerful  neigh*  _ 
hour  in  tlie  Milanese,  he  engaged  with  the  kings  of  France 
ind  Spain  in  a  defensive  alliance,  comprehending  the  king 
You  III.  h 
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of  the  Two  Sicilies,  the  republic  of  Genoay  and  the  dukes 
of  Modena  and  Parma.  His  most  catholic  majesty,  sin- 
cerely disposed  to  cultivate  the  arts  of  peace,  and  encour- 
age every  measure  that  could  contribute  to  the  advantage 
of  his  country,  was  no  sooner  released  from  the  embarrass- 
ments of  war,  than  he  began  to  execute  plans  of  internal 
economy;  to  reduce  unnecessary  pensions,  discharge  the 
debts  contracted  in  the  war,  replenish  his  arsenals,  aug- 
ment his  nayy,  promote  manufactures,  and  encourage  an 
active  commerce  by  sea,  the  benefits  of  which  the  kingdom 
of  Spain  had  nbt  known  since  the  first  discovery  and  con- 
quest of  the  West  Indies. 

'  $  XXVIII.  The  preparations  for  refitting  and  increas- 
ing the  navy  of  Spain  were  carried  on  with  such  extraor- 
dinary vigour,  that  other  nations  believed  an  expedition 
was  .intended  against  the  corsairs  of  Algiers,  who  had  for 
^Qme,  time  grievously  infested  the  trade  and  coasts  of  the 
Mediterranean.  The  existence  of  this  and  other  predator}^ 
republics,  which  entirely  subsist  upon  piracy  and  rapine, 
petty  states  of  barbarous  ruffians,  maintained  as  it  were  in 
the  midst  of  powerful  nations,  which  they  insult  with 
impunity,  and  of  which  they  even  exact  an  annual  contri- 
bution, is  a  flagrant  reproach  upon  Christendom ;  a  reproach 
the  greater,  as  it  is  founded  upon  'a  low,  selfish,  illiberal 
maxim  of  policy.  All  the  powers  that  border  on  the 
Mediterranean,  except  France  and  Tuscany,  are  at  perpe- 
tual .w^r  with  the  Moors  of  Barbary,  and  for  that  reason 
obliged  to  employ  foreign  ships  for  the  transportation  of 
their  merchandise.  This  employment  naturally  devolves 
to  those  nations,  whose  vessels  are  in  no  danger  from  the 
depredations  of  the  barbarians;  namely,  the  subjects  of 
the  maritime  powers,  who  for  this  puny  advantage,  not 
only  tolerate  the  piratical  states  of  Barbary,  but  even  sup-y 
ply  them  with  arms  and  ammunition,  solicit  their  passes, 
and  purchase  their  forbearance  with  annual  presents,  which 
are,  in  effect  equivalent  to  a  tribute :  whereas,  by  one 
vigorous  exertion  of  their  power,  tliey  might  destroy  all 
their  ships,  lay  their  towns  in  ashes,  and  totally  extirpate 
those  pernicious  broods  of  desperate  banditti.  Even  all 
the  condescension  of  those  who  disgrace  themselves  with 
(he  title  of  allies  to  these  miscreants  is  not  always  sufficient 
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to  restrain  them  from  acts  of  cruelty  and  rapine.  At  this 
very  period  fdur  cruisers  from  Algiers/  made  a  capture  of 
an  English  packet  boat,  in  her  voyage  from  Lisbon,  and 
conveyed  her  to  their  city,  where  she  was  plundered  of 
motley  and  effects  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  thousand 
pounds,  s^d  afterwards  dismissed.  In  consequence  of  this 
outrage,  commodore  Keppel  was  sent  with  seven  ships  of 
war  to  demand  satisfaction,  as  well  as  to  compromise  cer- 
tain  differences  which  had  arisen  on  account  of  arrears 
.  claimed  of  the  English  by  the  dey  of  Algiers.  The  mus- 
sulman  frankly  owned  that  the  money  having  beeii  divided 
among  the  captors  could  not  possibly  be  refunded.  The 
commodore  returned  to  Gibraltar ;  and  in  the  sequel,  an 
Algerine  ambassador  arrived  in  London,  with  some  pre- 
sents of  wild  beasts  for  his  Britannic  majesty.  Thi^  trans- 
action was  succeeded  by  another  injurious  affront  offered 
by  the  governor  or  alcayde  of  Tetuan  to  Mr.  Latton,  an 
English  ambassador,  sent  thither  to  redeem  the  British 
subjects,  who  had  been  many  years  enslaved  in  the  domin* 
ions  of  the  king  of  Morocco.  A  revolution  having  lately 
happened  in  this^  empire,  Muley  Abdnllah,  the  reigning 
ruffian,  insisted  upon  the  ambassador's  paying  a  pretended 
balance  for  the  ransom  of  the  captives,  as  well  as  depo- 
siting a  considerable  sum,  which  had  already  been  paid  to 
a  deceased  bashaw ;  alleging,  that  as  he  (the  etnperor) 
received  no  part  of  it,  the  payment  was  illegal.  Mr.  Lat-' 
ton  refusing  to  comply  with  this  arbitrary  demand,  his 
house  was  surrounded  by  a  detachment  of  soldiers,  who 
violently  dragged  his  secretary  from  his  presence,  and 
threw  him  into  a  dismal  subterranean  dungeon,  where  he 
continued  twenty  days.  The  English  slaves,  to  the  num- 
ber of  twenty-seven,  were  condemned  to  the  same  fate; 
the  ambassador  himself  was  degraded  from  his  character, 
deprived  of  his  allowance,  and  sequestered  from  all  com- 
munication. All  the  letters  directed  to  him  were  inter- 
cepted, and  interpreted  to  the  alcayde :  two  negro  porters 
were  intrustql  with  the  keys  of  all  his  a^artm^ents,  and  a 
couple  ^f  XOli^er^  posted  at  hts  chamber  door;  nay^  this 
Mporlslr-g(>v«hiDr  threatened  to  load  him  with  irons,  and 
Jiriolently  siiifeed  .'part'^^f  the  presents  designed  by  his  Bri- 
tannic majesty  for  the  emperor.     At  length,  finding  that 
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neither  Mn  XMtWk  nor  the  governor  of  GIbriltsur,  to  whom 
he  had  written*  wpuld  deposit  the  money,  without  fresh 
instructions  from  the  court  of  iKmdon,  the  bsrb«iria& 
thought  proper  to  relax  in  hit  severity :  the  prisoners  were 
enlarged^  the  restrictions  removed  from  the  person  of  the 
ambassador,  and,  aiter  all  these  indignities  offered  to  the 
honour  of  th/p  British  nation,  the  balance  was  paid,  and  the 
affair  quietly  adjusted* 

^  XXIX*  Britain,  in  the  meanwhile,  was  altogether 
barrenu)f  events  which  might  deserve  a  place  in  a  general  hia- 
tory*  Commerce  and  manufitcture  flourished  again,  to 
such  a  degree  of  increase  as  had  never  been  known  in  the 
Island  e  but  this  advantage  was  attended  with  an  irreaistt- 
ble  tide  of  luxury  and  excess,  which  flowed  through  att. 
degrees  of  the  people,  breaking  down  all  the  mounds  of 
civil  policy,  and  opening  a  way  for  license  and  immondity^ 
l?he  highways  were  infested  with  rapine  and  assassinatton  ^ 
the  cities  teemed  wilii  the  brutal  votaries  of  lewdness, 
intemperance,  and  profligacy*  The  whole  land  was  overr 
spread  with  a  succession  of  tumult,  riot,  and  insurrectkmt 
excited  in  dtferent  patts  of  the  kingdom  by  the  erection  at 
new  turnpikes,  which  the  legislature  judged  necessary  for 
the  convenience  of  inland  carriage*  In  order  to  quell  theae 
disturbances,  recourse  was  had  to  the  military  power; 
several  individuals  were  slain,  and  some  were  exeeuted  aa 
examples. 

$  XXX*  In  the  month  of  November  the  session  of 
parliament  was  opened  with  a  speech  from  the  throne,  in 
which  his  majesty  expressed  a  particular  pleasure  iiai  meet<> 
ing  them  at  a  time  when  the  perfect  reestabUshment  of  a 
general  peace  had  restored  to  his  people  the  blessing  of 
quiet  and  tranquillity*  He  said,  the  good  effects  of  these 
already  appeared  in  the  flourishing  condign  of  national 
commerce,  and  in  the  rise  of  public  credit,  wiiich  were  the 
jbuiMations  of  strength  and  prosperity  to  these  kingdoms* 
He  declared,  that,  dicing  the  summer^  he  had  used  every  opr 
portunity  of  cementing  and  securing  the  peaeej.that  it  was 
his  firm  resolution  to  do  every  thing  in  his ;. power  for  the  « 
preservation  of  it,  and  religiously  adhere  to  ^]^e  engage* 
ments  into  which  he  had  entered*  .  Finally  ^  he -took  notice 
of  the  good  disjiosition  he  Itad^ound  in  the  other  cpntract- 
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iog  parties  in  the  treaty  of  .A}x4a«ChiipeIle  to  cherish  the 
public  tranquillity  of  Europe  |  and  he  earpestly  recom* 
mended  to  the  two  houses  the  tnaintenauce  of  a  strong 
naval  power,  as  the  bulwark  of  national  securit}'. 

$  XXX  L  When  the  motion  was  made  for  an  address 
of  thanks  in  the  house  of  commons,  the  first  paragraph  of 
his  majesty'9  speech  furnished  the  opposition  with  a  han- 
dle to  declaim  against  the  late  treaty*  Sir  John  H)aide 
Cotton  observed,  that  the  peace  could  not  be  properly  stiled 
coknplete,  as  nothing  had  been  stipulated  with  respect  to 
the  article  of  ^^no  search  i"  alluding  to  the  interruptioii 
our  commerce  bad  sustained  from  Uie  Spaniards  in  the 
West  Indies :  a  stipulation,  without  which  both  houses  of 
fiailiament  bad  formerly  voted  that  there  should  be  no 
peace  with  that  kingdom**  In  the  present  conjuncture  of 
affairs,  such  an  objection  savoured  rather  of  party  than  of 
patriotism  I  and  indeed  sir  John  declared,  that  the  i*emarks 
he  made  vpon  the  occasion  were  rather  in  discharge  of  the 
4uty  he  owed  to  his  country,  than  in  hope  of  seeing  his 
sentiments  espoused  by  the  majority.  Some  sharp  alterca- 
tion was  used  in  the  debate  which  arose  on  this  subject"; 
and  uMmy  severe  invectives  were  levelled  at  those  who 
negotiated,  as  well  as  at  those  who  approved  and  confirmed 
the  treaty*  But  Mr.  Pelham  who  sustained  the  whole 
weight  of  the  debate  on  the  side,  of  administration, 
answered  every  objection  with  equal  candour  and  ability; 
and  if  be  failed  in  proving  that  the  terms  of  peace  were  as 
favourable  as  could  be  expected,  considering  the  unfortn* 
nate  events  of  Uie  war,  and  the  situation  of  the  contendiifg 
powers ;  he  at  lea^t  demonstrated,  that  it  would  be  the 
interest  of  the  kingdom  to  acquiesce  for  the  present  in  the 
treaty  which  had  been  concluded,  and  endeavoured  to 
remedy  its  imperfections  by  subsequent  conventions,  ami- 
cably opened  among  those  powers  between  whom  any  cause 
of  dispn^  remained.  With  respect  to  the  vote  of  both 
houses,  mentioned  by  sir  John  Hynde  Cotton,  he  declared 
that  he  had  never  approved  of  that  step,  when  it  was  first 
taken ;  or,  if  he  had,  times  and  circumstances,  which  could 
not  be  foreseen,  would  have  justified  his  deviating  from  it 
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in  the  reestablisbment  of  peace.     He  reminded  them,  that 
a  parliament  of  Great  Britain  had  once  voted  ^^  no  peac& 
while  any  part  of  the  West  Indies  should  remain  in  pos- 
session of  the  Spanish  king  ;^'  yet  a  train  of  incidents, 
which  they  could  not  possibly  foresee,  afterwards  rendered 
it  expedient  to  adopt  a  peace,  without  insisting  upon  the 
accomplishment  of  that  condition.     In  a  word,  we  must 
own,  that,  in  the  majority  of  debates  excited  in  the  course 
of  this   session,  the  ministry  derived  their  triumphs  from 
the  force  of  reason,  as  well  as  from  the  weight  of  influ- 
ence.    We  shall  always,  however,  except  the  efforts  that 
were  made  for  reducing  the  number  of  land  forces  to  flf^ 
teen  thousand,  and  maintaining  a  greater  number  of  sea- 
men  than  the  ministry  proposed.     On  these  constitutional 
points   the  earl  of  Egmont,  and  the  other   chiefs  of  the 
opposition,   expatiated  with  all   the  energy  of  eloquence^ 
which,  however,  was  frustrated  by  the  power  of  superior 
numbers.     Ten  thousand  seamen  were  voted  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the   ensuing  year,  notwithstanding  his   majesty's 
injunction  to  maintain  a  considerable  navy ;  and  the  num- 
ber of  land  forces  was  continued  at  eighteen  thousand  eighi 
hundred  and  fifty-seven.     The  sums   granted  for  making 
good  his  majesty's  engagements  with  the  electors  of  Bava- 
ria and  Mentz,  and  the  duke  of.  Brunswick  Wolfenbuttel^ 
^mounted  to  fifty-three  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty-^ 
five  pounds. sterling.     The  services  done  by  the  colonies  in 
North  America,  during  the   war,  were   gratified  with  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  twenty-two   thousand  two   hundred 
forty-six  pounds.    The  expense  incurred  by  the  new  colony 
of  Nova  Scotia  exceeded  seventy-six  thousand  pounds.    A 
small  sum  was  voted  for  the  improvement  of  Georgia ;  and 
ten  thousand  pounds  were  granted  towards  the  support  of 
the  British  forts  and  settlements  on  the  coast  of  Africa. 
The  sum  total  granted  in  this  session  arose  to  four  millions 
one  hundred  forty-one    thousand   six  hundred   sixty-one 
pounds,  nine  shillings,  and  eleven-pence  half-penny,  to  <be 
raised  by  the  land  tax,  at  three  shillings  in  the  pound ;  the 
maltv  and  other  duties,  the  surplus  of  divers  impositions 
remaining  in  the  bank  and  exchequer ;  one  million  by  an- 
nuities, at  three  per  cent,   charged  on  the   sinking  fund, 
until  redeemed  by  parliamenti  and  nine  hundred  thousand 
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pounds  out  of  the  excess  or  overplus  of"  moneys  dei)omi- 
niited  the  sinking  fund. 

§  XXXII.  But  the  capital  measure  which  distinguished 
this  session  of  parliament  was  the  reduction  of  the  interest 
on  the  public  funds ;  a  scheme  which  ws^s  planned  and 
executed  by  the  minister,  without  any  national  disturbance 
or  disquiet,  to  the  astonishment  of  all  Europe ;  the  differ- 
ent nations  of  which  could  not  comprehend  how  it  would 
be  possible  for  the  government,  at  the  close  of  a  long  and 
expensive  war,  which  had  so  considerably  drained  the 
country,  and  augmented  the  enormous  burden  of  national 
debt,  to  find  money  for  paying  off  such  of  the  public  credi- 
itors  as  might  choose  to  receive  the  principal,  rather  than 
submit  to  a  reduction  of  the  interests  It  was  not  very 
much  for  the  honour  of  the  opposition,  that  some  of  its 
leading  members  endeavoured  to  impede  this  great  machine 
of  civil  economy,  by  taking  opportunities  of^  affirming  in 
parliament,  in  opposition  to  his  majesty's  speech,  that  the 
nation,  far  from  being  in  a  flourishing  condition,  was  almost 
entirely  exhausted ;  that  commerce  drooped  and  declined } 
that  public  credit  stood  tottering  on  the  brink  of  ruin ;  and 
that  all  the  treaties  lately  concluded  among  the  different 
powers  of  Europe  were,  in  effect,  disadvantageous  apd 
prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  Great  Britain.  In  answer  to 
these  assertions,  Mr.  Pelham  undertook  to  prove,  from  the 
register  of  exports  and  imports,  that  the  commerce  of  the 
kingdom  was  more  extensive  at  this  than  at  any  former 
period ;  and  that  the  public  credit  was  strong  enough  to 
admit  of  an  experiment,  which  he  would  not  presume  to 
hazard,  except  upon  a  moral  certainty  of  its  being  firmly 
rooted,  beyond  the  power  of  accident  and  faction  to  3hake 
or  overturn.  He  declared,  that  his  design  of  reducing  the 
interest  upon  the  funds  was  the  result  of  the  love  he  bore 
his  country,  and  an  opinion  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  ser- 
vants of  the  crown  to  ease  the  burdens  of  the  people. 
He  said,  he  had  conferred  on  this  subject  With  persons  of 
the.  most  approved  knowledge,  and  undoubted  experience ; 
and  chose  to  promulgate  the  method  proposed  for  allevia- 
ting the  load  of  the  national  debt,  that  the  public,  in  know- 
ing the  particulars  of  the  scheme,  might  have  time  to  con- 
sider them  at  leisure,  and  start  such  objections  as  should 
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occur  to  their  refle€tioti,  before  it  might  be  too  late  to  adopt 
amendments.  He  observed,  that  nothing  could  more  clearly 
demonstrate  the  vigour  of  public  credit,  and  the  augmenta- 
tion of  national  commerce,  than  the  price  of  stock,  which 
had  within  three  years  risen  to  a  very  considerable  increase  ; 
and  the  duties  on  imports,  which  in  nine  months  had  added 
one  million  to  the  sinking  fund,  notwithstanding  a  very 
extraordinary  sum  which  had  been  paid  as  bounties  for 
exported  com.  He  expressed  great  tenderness  and  regard 
fq^  the  interests  of  those  who  had  advanced  th^ir  money 
for  the  service  of  the  government ;  declaring,  that  his  aim 
was  to  contrive  a  fair,  honest,  and  equitable  method  for 
lessening  the  national  incumbrances,  by  lowering  the  interest, 
conformable  to  parliamentary  faith,  and  agreeable  to  the 
rules  of  eternal  justice.  His  plan  was  accordingly  comma- 
iiicated,  canvassed,  and  approved  in  the  house  of  commonsy 
and  an  act  passed  for  reducing  the  interest  of  the  funds 
^hich  constitute  the  national  debt.*  In  pursuance  of  this 
act,  for  the  reduction  of  the  interest,  the  greater  part  of  the 
creditors  complied  with  the  terms  proposed,  and  subscribed 
their  respective  annuities  before  the  end  of  February ;  but 
the  three  great  companies  at  first  kept  aloof,  and  refused  to 
Subscribe  any  part  of  their  capital. 

a  The  resolntHms  of  the  oommons  on  this  head  were  printed  hy  uafhotity  in 
the  London  Gazette,  signifying,  that  those  who  were  or  should  he.  proprietors  of 
any  part  of  the  pnblio  deht,  rcdeemaUe  by  law,  ineumMl  before  Michadmasy  in 
the  year  one  thousand  seven  hiudred  and  forty-nine,  earryine  an  interest  of  umi^ 
per  centum  per  annum,  who  should,  on  or  before  the  twenty-«gh^h  day  of  Febru- 
ary in  that  year,  subscribe  thefa*  Aiunts,  stgiififying  their  oonsent  to  aeeept  of  nn 
interest  of  three  pounds  per  centum,  to  commence  from  the  twenty'^fth  daj  of 
December,  in  the  year  one  thoQsand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-eeTefi,  snigeet  to  the 
saoae  provisions,  notices,  and  clauses  of  redempj^n,  to  whioh  their  respectrve 
^nms  at  four  per  centum  were  then  liable,  should,  in  lieu  of  their  present  interest, 
he  entitled  to  four  per  centum  till  the  twenty -filth  day  of  December  in  ^  yea^ 
one  thooaand  seven  hundred  and  fifty ;  and  uter  that  day,  to  three  poonda  ten 
^shillings  per  centum  per  annum,  till  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  December,  one  thou- 
sand teven  huodred  and  fifty-aeven  {  and  no  pwt  of  thiat  deht,  esospt  ^hnt  #m 
due  to  the  Rast  India  company,  should  be  redeelnable  to  this  period :  that  if  any 
part  of  the  national  debt,  incuived  ljef<»«  last  MSchaelmas,  redeemable  by  law,  aM 
carrying  an  interest  of  four  per  centum,  should  remain  unsubscribed  <m  or  befiire 
the  thirtieth  day  of  May,  the  government  shbuld  pay  off  the  principal.  For  this 
purpose  his  inijesty  was  enaU^  to  borrow  of  any  person  or  persons,  bodiei  poUtie 
or  corporate,  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding  that  ^rt  of  the  national 
debt  which  might  remain  unsubscribed,  to  be  charged  on  the  sinking  fuikd,  upotf 
any  terms  not  exceeding  the  rate  of  interest  in  the  foregoing  proposal.  \.. 

All  the  duties  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  the  interest  wei<e  still  continued^ 
mid  the  surplus  of  these  incorporated  wtdi  the  sinkhig  fend  fOr^thediiBehk'ge  of 
the  principal.  Books  were  opened  for  the  subscription  at  the  .exchequer,  tlie  bank 
ot' Kugland,  and  the  South  Sea  house ;  and  copies  of  these  resolutions  transiiiutted 
fb  the  diJ^ctoni  of  all  4^e  mo^yed  corporationK, 
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§  XXXIII.  About  the  middle  of  March  the  commonft 
ordered  the  proper  officers  to  lay  before  them  an  ticcount  of 
the  sums  which  had  been  subscribed,  and  these  n^re  taken 
into  consideration  by  a  committee  of  the  whole  house.*  It 
was  then  that  Mr.  Pelham,  as  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
observed,  that  besides  the  debts  due  to  the  three  great  com- 
panies in  their  corporate  capacity,  all  the  rest,  carrying  four 
per  centum  interest,  had  been  subscribed,  except  about 
eight  or  nine  millions,  the  proprietors  of  which  had  for- 
feited the  favour  designed  them  by  parliament:  but  us 
many  of  these  had  been  misled  by  evil  counsellors,  who 
perhaps  were  more  intent  on  distressing  the  government, 
than  solicitous  to  s^rve  their  frien(|s  ;  and  as  many  were 
foreigners,  residing  beyond  sea,  who  had  not  time  to  take 
proper  advice,  and  give  the  necessary  instructions;  and  as 
these  could  not  possibly  be  distinguished  from  such  as 
refused  to  subscribe  from  mere  obstinacy  or  disaifection,  it 
might  be  thought  cruel  to  take  the  most  rigorous  advantage 
of  the  forfeiture  they  had  incurred.  With  respect  to  the 
proprietors  of  the  stock  or  capital  belonging  to  the  three 
^eat  companies,  he  asserted,  that  many  of  them  would 
Willingly  have  subscribed  their  properties  within  the  time 
limited,  but  were  necessarily  excluded  by  the  majority  on 
the  ballot;  and  as  it  was  equally  impossible  to  know  those 
who  were  against  the  question  on  the  ballot,  he  thought 
that  some  tenderness  was  due  even  to  the  proprietors  of 
those  three  ccrmpanies :  his  opinion,  therefore,  was,  that 
they  and  <^  the  uncomplying  annuitants  should  be  indulge4 
With  further  time  to  complete  their  subscription ;  but,  in 
order  to  preserve  the  authorit}^  of  parliament,  and  the  respect 
due  to  that  august  assembly,  they  ought  not  to  be  gratified 
with  such  advantageous  terms  as  were  allowed  to  the  annui- 
tants who  at  first  cheerfully  complied  with  the  proposals 
offered  by  the  legislature.  For  these  reasons  he  proposed, 
that  although  the  term  of  subscribing  should  be  protracted 
till  the  thirtieth  day  of  May,  the  encouragement  of  three 
pounds  ten  shillings  per  centum  per  annum  should  not  be 
continued  to  the  second  subscribers  longer  than  till  the  fifth 
day  of  December,  in  the  year  ene  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  fifty-five.     The  proposal  being  approved,  a  bill  was 
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framed  for  this  purpose,  as  well  as  for  redeeming  such 
imnuittes  as  should  uot  be  subscribed,  which  passed  through 
both  houses,  and  was  enacted  into  a  lav,  after  haying 
received  an  additional  clause,  empowering  the  East  Indim 
company,  in  case  they  should  subscribe  all  their  stock  bear* 
ing  an  interest  of  four  per  centum,  to  borrow,  with  the 
consent  of  the  treasury,  any  sums  not  exceeding  four  mil- 
lions two  hundred  thousand  pounds,  after  the  several  rates 
of  interest  before  proposed  to  be  paid  by  the  public,  and 
one  million  more  at  three  per  centum  per  annum.  They 
were  also  vested  with  a  power  to  rai&ie  money  by  bonds,  aa 
<  formerly ;  yet  so  as  the  whole,  including  the  annuities, 
should  not  exceed  what  they  were  by  former  acts  empow- 
^ered  to  borrow.  The  objections  to  the  exedution  of  this 
project,  which  by  many  were  deemed  insurmountable,  en- 
lirely  vauished  before  thic  fortitude,  perseverance,  and 
caution  of  the  minister;  who  had  secured,  among  the 
moneyed  men  of  the  nation,  the  promise  of  such  sunis  as 
would  have  been  sufficient  to  pay  off  the  capital  belonging 
to  those  creditors  who  might  refuse  to  accept  the  interest 
thus  reduced.  The  second  subscription  had  the  desired 
eflfect.  The  three  great  companies  acquiesced,  and  their 
example  was  followed  by  the  other  scrupulous  annuitants! 
the  national  burden  was  comfortably  lightened,  and  the 
sinking  fund  considerably  increased,  without  producing  die 
least  perplexity  or  disturbance  in  the  commonwealth;  a 
circumstance  that  could  not  fail  to  excite  the  admiration 
and  envy  of  all  christeiidom^ 

§  XXXIV.  The  mutiny  bill  for  the  ensuing  year  was/miti- 
gated  with  an  essential  alteration,  relating  to  the  oath  of 
secresy  imposed  upon  the  mefnbers  of  every  court  martial, 
who  were  now  released  from  this  reserve,  if  required  to 
give  evidence,  by  due  course  of  law,  in  any  court  of  ^  judir 
cature ;  and  whereas,  by  the  former  mutiny  bill,  a  general 
was  empowered  to  order  the  revisal  of  any  sentence  by  a 
court  martial  as  often  as  he  pleased,  and,  on  that  pretence^ 
to  keep  in  con&nement  a  man  who  had  been  iicquittcd  upon  - 
a  fair  trial,  it  was  now  enacted,  that  no  sentence  pronounced 
by  any  court  martial,  and  signed  by  the  president,  should 
be  more  than  once  liable  to  revisal.«t .  Colonel  George 
^pyrp^hen^)  sop  9f  l9f4  V!^90V(nt  Townshepd,  \(rho  had 


equally  distinguished  himsdf  by  his  civil  and  militaiy 
accomplishments,  proposed  another  clause,  for  preventing 
any  noncommissioned  officer  tibing  broke  or  reduced  into 
the  ranks ;  or  any  soldier  being  punished^  but  by  the  sen- 
^m:e  of  a  court  martial.  He  gave  the  house  to  understand, 
that  certain  persons  attended  at  the  door,  who  from  the 
station  of  nonoommissioned  officers  had  been  broke,  and 
reduced  into  the  ranks, without  trial,  or  any  cause  assigned; 
and  he  expatiated  not  only  upon  the  iniquity  of  such  pro- 
ceedings, but  also  upon  the  danger  of  leaving  such  arbitrary 
-power  in  the  hands  of  an  individual  officer.  A  warm 
debs^e  was  the  consequence  of  this  motion,  which,  how*-/ 
ever,  was  overruled  by  the  majority.   , , 

§  XXXV.  Among  other  regulations  made  in-  the  course 
of  this  session  for  the  encouragement  of  the  British  manu- 
factures, a  large  duty  was  laid  upon  Irish  sail  cloth,  which 
being  sold  at  an  under  price,  was  found  to  interfere  with 
the  same  species  of  commodity  fabricated  in  the  island  of 
Great -Britain;  and,  for  the  further  benefit  of  this  last,  the 
bounty  upon  the  exportation  of  it,  which  had  been  deducted 
from  a  defective  fund,  was  now  made  payable  outx)f  the  cus- 
toms. This  measure,  however,  was  not  of  such  importance  to 
the  nation,  as  the  act  which  they  passed  for  encouraging  the 
importation  of  pig  and  bar  iron  from  thjs  British  colonies  ih 
North  America.     Every  wellwisher  tcWiis  country  reflect- 
ed with  concern  on   the  nature  of  the    British  trade  witi^ 
Sweden,  from  which  kingdom  the  subjects  of  his  Britan- 
nic majesty  imported  more  iron^and  steel  than  all  the  other 
countries  in  Europe.     For  this  article  they  paid  a  very 
great  balance  in  ready  money,  which  the  Swedes  again  ex- 
pended in  purchasing  from  the  French,  and  other  mercantile 
powers,  those  necessaries  and  superfluities  with  which  thejr 
might  have  been  as  cheaply  furnished  by  Great  Britain. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  English  colonies  in  America  were 
restricted  by  severe  duties  from  making  advantage  of  their 
^  own  produce,  in  exchanging  their  iron  for  such  commodi- 
ties as  they  were  under  the  necessity  of  procuring  from 
their  mother  country.      Such  restriction  was  not  only  a 
cruel  grievance  upon  our  own  settlements,  but  also  attended 
with  manifest  prejudice  to  the  interest  of  Great  Britain, 
annually  drained  of  great  sums,  in  favour  of  an  Ungrsttieful 
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aatioiif  from  which  no  part  of  them  returned ;  whereas  the 
iron  imported  from  America,  must  of  necessity  come  in  ex* 
change  for  our  own  manufactures.  The  commons  having 
appointed  a  day  for  taking  this  affair  into  consideration! 
carefully  examined  into  the  state  of  the  British  commerce 
carried  on  with  Sweden,  as  well  as  into  the  accounts  of 
iron  imported  from  the  plantations  in  America;  and  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  house  havipg  resolved,  that  the  duties 
on  American  pig  and  bar  iron  should  be  removed,  a  biU^ 
was  brought  in  for  that  purpose,  containing  a  clause,  how- 
ever, to  prevent  his  majesty^s  subjects  from  making  steel, 
and  establishing  mills  for  slitting  and  rolling  iron  within 

h  The  most  remnrknWe  circumstance  nttemTTn|f  the  progress  of  this  Bill, 
whieh  mt^  iU  way  tfaitnigh  botfi  hoiiSR;^,  iifi<t  obtained  tne  royal  anent,  waa 
the  nurabor  of  contradictor)  petitions  in  favour  and  in  |)rejudioe  of  it,  while  it 
remnineil  under  eonsideration.  The  tannera  of  leather  in  and  aboat  the  town 
of  Sheffield  in  Yorkshire,  represented.  l*hat  if  the  Mil  £ho«ld  pais,  the  Ei^idh 
li*on  would  be  undersold ;  consequently  a  great  number  of  furnaces  and  forges 
Voitid  be  dheiMitinaed :  in  that  ease  the  woods  used  for  fuel  would  stand  unebt, 
sod  the  tanners  be  de])nved  of  oak  bark  sufficient  for  the  continuance  and  support 
of  their  occttpatfon.  They  nevertheless  owned,  that  should  the  duty  be  removed 
tironi  pig  iron  only  no  such  oonsequenees  eoiild  he  apprehended ;  beeanse,  shouM 
tlie  number  of  furnaces  be  lessened,  that  of  forges  would  be  increased.  This  was 
likewise  the  plea  urged  in^livers  renwnstranees  by  masters  of  iron  works,  gentie- 
jneo,  and  fi*eeholder8,  who  had  tracts  of  woodland  in  dieir  pfMiession.  The. 
owners,  projirietors,  and  farmers  of  furnaces  and  iron  forges,  belonging  to  Shef- 
field and  its  neighbourhood,  enlarged  upon  the  great  expense  they  had  ineiirred  ia 
erecting  and  supporting  iron  works,  by  means  of  which  great  numbers  of  his  raa- 
jestj-'s  subjects  were  comfortably  supported.  They  expressed  Aeir  appt^hennOD, 
{bat  should  the  bill  pass  hito  a  law,  it  could  not  in  any  degree  lessen  theeonsamptioa 
of  Swedish  iron,  wBtch  was  used  for  the  purpose  wnich  neither  the  American  nor 
Bt^tish  iron  would  answer;  biit  that  the  proposed  enconragement,  eonsidering  die 

SlenU  and  cheapness  of  wood  in  America,  would  enable  the  colonies  to  underseK 
le  British  iron,  a  branch  of  traffic  which  would  be  totally  destroj'ed,  to  the  ruin 
of  many  thousand  lai)ourer8,  who  would  be  compelled  to  seek  their  livelihood  in 
foreign  countries.  They  likewise  suggested,  that  if  all  the  iron  manufactures  of 
Qreat  Britain  should  be  obliged  to, depend  ufion  a  supply  of  iron  from  the  planta- 
tions, which  must  ever  be  rendered  preeari9as  by  the  hazard  of  the  seas  and  the 
eneirty,  the  manufacturos  wcild  probably  decay  for  want  of  materials,  and  many 
tiiocupund  families  be  reduced  to  want  and  misery.  On  the  other  hand,  the  iron- 
mongers and  smiths  belonging  to  the  flourishing  town  of  Birmingham  in  Warwick- 
.  shire,  presented  a  petition,  declaring,  that  the  bill  would  be  of  great  benefit  to  tl^ 
^de  of  the  nation,  a^  h  would  enable  the  colonists  to  mdce  larger  retumt 
of  >heir  own  produce,  and  encourage  them  to  take  a  greater  quantity  of  the 
BrttU^  manufactures.  They  affirmed,  that  all  the  iron  works  in  the  ishwd  of  Great 
Britain  did  not  supply  half  the  quantity  of  that  metal  suf1i<ient  to  carry  on  the 
mannfactnre ;  tl>at  if  this  deficiency  could  be  supplied  from  the  colonies  m  Ame- 
rica, the  importation  would  cease,  and  considerable  Rums  of  money  be  saved  to  the 
nation.  They  observed,  that  the  importation  of  iron  from  America  could  no  more 
affect  the  iron  works  and  freeholders  of  (he  kingdom  than  the  like  quantity  import- 
ed from  any  other  countiT  ;  but  tliey  praye<l  that  the  people  of  America  might  be 
restrained  from  erecting  slitting  or  rolling  mills,  or  forges  for  plating  Iron,  as  they 
would  interfere  with  the  manufactures  of  Great  Britain. 

Many  triraonstranccs  to  the  same  effect  were  presented  from  different  parts  of 
the  kingcfom  ;  and  it  appei|red,  upon  the  most  exact  inquiry,  that  the  encourage- 
ment ofAraei'ican  iron  would  prove  extremely  beneficial  to*t\ic  kingdom,  as  it  liad 
been  fbund,  upon  trial,  applicable  to  all  the  uses  of  Swedlsli  ironj  and  as  good  ia 
eveiy  respect  evthe  produce  of  tbbt  eountrjk 
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the  Biittsh  cplozued  of  America ;  this  precaution  being 
taken^  that  the  colonists  might  not  interfere  with  the  manu- 
factures of  their  mother  country. 

$  XXXVI.    The  next  commercial   improvement,   of 
which  we  shall  take  notice,  was  the  bill  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  the  British  white  herring  and  codfisheries.     This 
was  likewise  the  result  of  mature  deliberation,  importing,, 
that  a  bounty  of  thirty  shillings  per  ton  should  be  granted, 
and  paid  out  of  the  customs  to  all  new, vessels  from  twenty 
to  fourscore  ions  burden,  which  should  be  built  for  that 
purpose,  and  actually  employed  in  the  fishery :  That  a  soci- 
ety should  be  incorporated,  under  the  name  of  the  free 
Britlish  fishery,  by  a  charter,  not  exclusive,  with  power  to 
raise  a  capital  not  exceeding  five  hundred  thousand  pounds  j; 
and  that  three  pounds  ten  shillings  per  centum  per  annum 
should  be  granted  and  paid  out  of  the  customs  to  the  pro- 
prietors for  fourteen  years,  for  so  much  of  the  capital  as 
should  be  actually  employed  in  the  said  fisheries*     Corres- 
,  ponding  chambers  were  proposed  to  be  erected  in  remote 
parts   of  North  Britain,  for  taking  in  subsf:riptions,  and 
prosecutihg  the  trade,  under  the  directions  of  the  company 
at  London ;  and  the  nation  in  general  seemed  eager  to  dis- 
pute this  branch  of  commerce  with  the  subjects  of  Holland, 
whom  they  considered  as  ungrateful  interlopers.     In  the 
house  of  peers,  however,  the  bill  met  with  a  formidable 
opposition  from  the  earl  of  Winchelsea  and  lord  3andys, 
who  justly    observed,    that   it   was    a  ,  crude,    indigested 
scheme,  which,  in  the  execution,  would  never  answer  the 
expectations  of  the  people  :  that  in  contending  with  the 
Dutch,  who  are  the  patterns  of  unwearied  industry,  and 
the  most  rigid  economy,  nothing  could  be  more   absurd 
than  a  joint  stock  company,  which  is  always  clogged  with 
extraordinary  expense :    and  the  resolution  of  fitting  out 
vessels  at  the  port  of  London,  where  all  sorts  of  materials, 
labour,  and  seamen  are  so  much  dearer  than  in  any  other  part 
of  the  united  kingdom,  exclusive  of  the  great  distance  and 
dangerous  voyage  between  the  metropolis  and  the  sound  of 
Brassa  in  Shetland,  the  rendezvous  at  which  all  the  herring 
busses  were  to  assemble  in  the  beginning  of  the  fishing  sea- 
son.    They  likewise  took  notice  of  the  heavy  duty  oi^  salt^ 
used  in^  curing  the  |sh  for  sale,  and  the  beef  for  provision 
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fb  the  mariners ;  a  circumstance  of  itself  sufficient  to  dis- 
courage adventurers  from  embarking  in  a  commerce  which^ 
at  best,  yields  but  very  slender  profits  to  the  trade  in  par* 
ticular,  how  important  soever  it  might  ^rove  to  the  com- 
munity in  general*     These  objections  were  answered  by 
the  duke  of  Argyle  and  the  earl  of  Granville,  who  seemed 
tcT  think  that  this  branch  of  trade  could  not  be  fairly  set  on 
foot,  without  such  a  considerable  sum  of  money  as  no  sin- 
gle individual  would  care  to  advance ;  that  a  joint  stock 
company  would  be  able  to  prosecute  the  fishery  at  a  smaller 
expense  than  that  which  particular  traders  must  necessarily 
incur;  that  the  present  spirit  of  the  nation,  which  was  eagerly 
bent  upon  trying  the  experiment,  ought  not  to  be  baulked  by 
delay,  lest  it  should  evaporate ;  and  that  though  the  plan  was 
not  unexceptionable,  the  defects  of  it  might  in  the  sequel  be 
remedied  by  the  legislature.    In  a  word,  the  bill  was  adopt- 
ed by  the  majority,  with  a  small  amendment  in  the  title, 
which  produced  some  disquiets  in  the  lower  house :  but 
this  dispute  was  compromised,  and  it  was  enacted  into  a 
law  towards  the  close  of  the  session.     Nothing  could  be 
more  agreeable  to  the  public  than  the  sanction  of  the  legis- 
lature to  this  favourite  plan,  which  was  ardently  promoted, 
and  patronised  by  men  of  the  greatest  eminence  for  wealth 
and  popularity.     The  company  chose  for  their  governor 
the  prince  of  W?»les,  who  received  this  proof  of  their  attach- 
ment and  respect  with  particular  marks  of  satisfaction:  th^ 
president  and  vicepresident  were  both  aldermen  of  London  j 
and  the  council  was  composed  of  thirty  gendemen,  the  ma- 
joVity  of  whom  were  members  of  parliament.     Great  pains 
were  taken,  and  some  artiflce  was  used^  to  learn  the  Dutch 
method  of  quring  the  fish.    People  crowded  with  their  sub- 
scriptions ;  a  number  of  hands  were  emplqj'ed  in  building 
and  equipping  the  busses  or  vessels  used  in  the  fishery; 
and  the  most  favourable  consequences  were  expected  from 
the  general  vigour  and  alacrity  which  animated  these  pre- 
parations.     But  the  success  did  not  gratify  the  -sanguine 
hopes  of  the  projectors  and  adventurers.     The  objections 
made  in  the  house  of  lords  soon  appeared  to  have  been 
well  founded ;  these  cooperating  with  mismanagement  in 
the  directors,  the  spirit  of  the  company  began  to  flag^  die 
natural  consequences  of   commercial  disappointment,  and 
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now  the  British  fishery  seems  to  languish  undeV  the  neglect 
of  the  legislature* 

$  XXXVII.  Touching  the  trade  to  the  coast  of  Africa, 
petitions  were  renewed  by  the  company  and  its  creditors, 
the  merchants  of  Bristol,  Liverpool,  and  Lancaster ;  and  a 
remonstrance  was  presented  by  the  planters  and  merchants 
interested  in  the  British  sugar  settlemehts  in  America:  but 
the  commons  adhered  to  their  former  resolutions  of  laying 
open  the  trade,  maintaining  the  forts  at  the  public  expense, 
and  regulating  the  commerce  by  a  committee  of  merchants, 
representing  the  chief  trading  towns  in  the  kingdom,  to  be 
superintended  by  the  board  of  trade  and  plantations.  The 
bill  was  accordingly  framed  and  presented,  and  having  pro^ 
ceeded  through  both  houses  without  opposition,  obtained  the 
royal  assent.  Over  and  above  these  w.ise,  salutary,  and 
patriotic  measures  for  the  improvement  of  commerce,  they 
encouraged^the  importation  of  raw  silk  by  an  act,  reducing 
the  duties  formerly  payable  on  that  which  was  the  growth 
of  China  to  the  same  that  is  raised  on  the  raw  silk  from 
Italy,  and  allowing  the  same  drawback  upon  the  expoitatioq 
of  the  one  which  had  been  usually  granted  on  the  other.  A 
second  bill  was  brought  in  for  the  encouragement  of  the 
growth  and  culture  of  silk  in  Carolina  and  Georgi4,  whera 
it  had  been  lately  produced  with  extraordinary  success,  by 
freeing  from  all  duties  that  which  should  be  imported  from 
his ,  majesty's  dominions  in  America  j  and  a  third  was 
framed,  permitting  raw  silk  of  the  growth  or  produce  of 
Persia,  purchased  in  Russia,  to  be  imported  into  Grea^ 
Britain,  from  any  port  or  place  belonging  to  the  empire 
of  Russia.  Divers  eiForts  were  made,  by  different  mem* 
bers  in  the  opposition,  to  rectify  certain  abuses  in  the  army 
and  administration:  some  bills  were  brought  in, and  several 
petitions  were  left  on  the  table ;  but  all  of  them  proved 
abortive,  from  the  power  and  influence  of  the  minister^  who 
seemed  resolved  that  no  benefit  should  flow  upon  the  n^iou  ' 
through  any  channel  but  his  own.  Nevertheless,  it  must 
be  acknowledged,  for  the  honour  of  his  memory,  that  there 
is  no  session  on  record  so  productive  as  this  was  of  mea- 
sures advantageous  to  the  community. 

§  XXXVIII.  The  people  however,  were  not  entirely 
^tisfied  with  thV:  conduct^  of  the  administration,  If  yre  may 


g^  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND.  fy^^ 

I 
•  ■*  V  • 

judge  from  the  ferment  and  commotions  raised  during  the 
progress  of  an  election  for  a  citizen  to  represent  the  city  of 
Westminister  in  parliament.  The  seat  which  had  been 
filled  by  lord  Trentham,  eldest  son  of  earl  Gower,  having 
become  vacant,  in  consequence  of  that  nobleman^s  accepting 
a  place  at  the  board  of  admiralty,  he  again  declared  himself 
«  candidate,  and  met  with  a  violent  opposition.  Those 
who  stiled  themselves  the  independent  electors  of  Westmin- 
ster being  now  incensed  to  an  uncommon  degree  of  turbu- 
lence  by  the  interposition  of  ministerial  influence,  determined 
to  use  their  utmost  endeavours  to  baffle  the  designs  of  the 
court,  and  at  the  same  time  take  vengeance  on  the  family  of 
earl  Gower,  who  had  entirely  abandoned  the  opposition,  of 
which  he  was  formerly  one  of  the  most  respected  leaders. 
With  this  view  they  held  consultations,  agreed  to  resolu- 
tions, and  set  up  a  private  gentlemen,  named  sir  George 
Vandeput,  as  the  competitor  of  lord  Trentham,  declaring 
that  they  would  support  his  pretensions  at  their  own  expense, 
being  the  more  encouraged  to  this  enterprise  by  the  coun- 
tenance and  assistance  of  the  prince  of  Wales  and  his 
adherents.  They  accordingly  opened  houses  of  entertain- 
ment for  their  partisans,  solicited  votes,  circulated  remon- 
strances, and  propagated  abuse  :  in  a  word,  they  canvassed, 
with  surprising  spirit  and  perseverance,  against  the  whole 
interest  of  St.  James.  Mobs  were  hired  and  processions 
made  on  both  sides,  and  the  city  of  Westminster  Was  filled 
with  tumult  and  uproar.  The  mutual  animosity  of  the 
parties  seemed  every  day  to  increase  during  the  election, 
and  a  great  number  of  unqualified  votes  were  presented  on 
both  sides :  all  the  powers  of  insinuation,  obloquy,  and 
ridicule,  were  employed  to  vilify  and  depreciate  both  can- 
didates. At  length  the  poll  being  closed,  a  majority  of 
votes  appeared  in  behalf  of  lord  Trentham :  but  a  scriltiny 
being  demanded  by  the  other  side,  the  returning  officer 
complied  with  their  request.  The  speaker  of  the  lower 
house  had  issued  his  warrant  for  a  new  writ  of  election 
about  the  middle  of  November ;  and  towards  the  end  of 
February  Mr.  Fox,  secretary  at  w^ar,  standing  up,  and 
observing  that  no  return  had  yet  been  made,  thought  proper 
to  move.  That  the  clerk  of  the  crown,  the  messenger  extra- 
ordinary attending  the  great  seal,  the  under  sheriff  of  Mid- 


'  ) 


17A*  «HBOBftElt  Ur 

dlesex,  and  the  high  bsiiUff  of  Westminster,  should  attend 
next  morning,  and  give  an  account  of  theit  issuing,  deliv- 
ering, and  executing  the  writ  of  election.  These  being 
examined,  and  th6  high  bailiiF  declaring  t^t  he  would  pro- 
ceed with  all  possible  despatch  i^  the  scrutiny ;  which  had 
been  demanded  and  was  begun,  Mr.  Speaker  explained  to 
him  some  particulars  6i  his  duty ;  in  the  discharge  of  which, 
he  was  given  to  understand  he  might  depend  upon  the 
protection  of  the  house,  should  he  meet  with  any  obstruc- 
tion which  he  could  not  otherwise  surmount.  By  the 
violence  and  caprice  with  which  a  great  number  of  votes 
.were  contested  on  both  sides,  the  scrutiny  was  protracted  a 
long  time,  and  the  return  attended  with  some  extraordinary 
consequences,  which  shall  be  particularized  among  the 
transactions  of  the  next  year.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
present  session  of  parliament  was  closed  on  the  twelfth  day 
of  April,  with  a  speech  from  the  throne,  commending  tli« 
commons  for  having  seized  the  very  first  opportunity  of 
reducing  die  interest  of  the  national  debt,  without  the  least 
infringement  upon  the  faith  of  parliament;  aiid  congratu- 
lating them  on  the  flourishing  state  of  the  public  credit^ 
which  could  not  fail  to  add  strength  and  reputation  to  the 
government,  both  at  home  and  abroad.  Immediately  after 
the  rising  of  the  parliamant,  his  majesty  appointed  a  regency 
to  govern  the  kingdom  in  his  absence,  and  embarked  for 
the  continent,  in  order  to  visit  his  German  dominions. 

§  XXXIX.  The  month  of  January  and  the  beginning 
of  February  were  distinguished,  the  first  d^rf  by  a. very 
remarkable  Aurora  Borealis,  appearing  at  night  to  the 
north  east,  of  a  deep  and  dusky  red  colour,  like  the  reflec- 
tion of  son^e  great  fire,  for  which  it  yiras  by  many  people 
mistaken ;  and  the  corruscations,  unlike  those  that  are  gen- 
erally observed,  did  not  meet  in  the  zenith,  but  in  a  point 
some  degrees  jto  the  southward.  February  was  ushered  in 
by  terrible  |>eals  of  thunder,  flashes  of  lightning,  and  such 
a  tempest  of  wind,  hail,  and  rain,  as  overwhelmed  with  fear 
and  ctostematioh  the  inhabitants  of  Bristol,  where  it  chiefly 
raged.  On  the  eighth  day  of  the  same  month,  betweea 
twelve  and  one  in  the  afternoon^  the  people  of  London  were 
still  more  dreadfully  alarmed  by  the  shock  of  an  earthquake, 
which  shook  all  the  houses,  widi  such  violence,  that  the  fuV- 
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iXpi  on  ^^  §hf  We^,  th^  cbfimbf  r  h^lh  raog^  imd  the  whole  of 
thi^  poo)ipo(ion  v^ ah  fittended  with  a  dap  or  noiae  resemn 
blipg  th^t  pri^wced  by  the  feU  of  BQtnc  heavy  piece  of  fCir-» 
l^tifrf.  Th^  fthocV  ei^t^nded  through  the  cities  of  London 
^4  We^tB^inister,  aod  waa  felt  on  both  &idea  the  river 
•^f  h?^1P£4«  frofp  GT(;eftwich  to  the  westward  of  London ;  but 
])9|  perceptible  ^t  9^  coosiderablo  diatance*     On  the  very 

.  mnie  day  of  the  pe^t  moatb;  between  five  and  aix  o'clock  in 
thi^  mQrnii\g,  the  inhabitants  of  the  metropolis  were  agaki 
l^trighfed  by  9.  second  shocky  more  violent  than  Ae  ilrst^ 
jivd  abi4i\d^ntly  nv)re  alaroaing*  as.  it  waked  the  greater  part 
of  the  p^pplf  fi?Qm  their  repoae«  It  was  preceded  by  a 
succession  of  tbic^k  low  dashes  of  lightningvaad  a  rumbUog 
stpise^  like  that  pf  a  heavy  earraige  rolling  over  a  hallow 
p^vemf  Qt^  The  shock  itself  consisted,  of  repeatcfd  vihm-'  ' 
t)f^ps,  which  lasted  30i«e  seconds^  and  violently  shook  every   , 

-  |K9us^  f^<^^  ^op  ^  bottom*  Again  the  chairs  rocked,  the 
ahelvec^  d^ttered^  the  tfmall  b^^  ^ang,  and  in  soom 
pl^cea  public  clocks  were  heard  to  strike.  jVf  any  persons 
roused  by  this  terrible  visitation,  started  naked  from  their 
I^^Sj  a^  ran  to  th^ir  doors  and  windows  in  distraction: 
yet  no  lifiei  was  lost,  and  no  house' eMerthrawn  by  this  ccui« 
^^/sipn,  t-h^ugh.  it  was  so  dreadful  aa  to  threaten  an  imme-r 
d^tf  dissoluUQn  of  the  globe*.  The  circumstanoe,  however, 
did  nf^  f^il  to  n^e  a  deep  impresaion  upon  ignorant,  weak, 
9^4  superstitipua  mijp49»  which  were  the  more  affected  by 
tfi^  cQpsider^tion  that  the  two  shocks  were  periodical ;  that 
tb^  seiCQpd^.  which  happened  exactly  one  month  after  the 
£^§t,^  ba^  bee  A  the  more  violent;  and  that  then«3^t,  increaa-*  ^ 
¥)9  it|  proportion,,  might  be  attended  with  the  most. dismal 
c^^^qtuenifes*  This  gen^r^i  notion  waa  ooftfinaed,  and 
Vi^e'^d.  propagated,  among  all  ranks  of  people,  by  the 
.  ^mfH^itiont  of  a  fanatic  soldier  who.  publidLy  preoicbed  up 
le^^t^m^e^  and  boldly  praphfts^dthat  the  next  shixk  would 
happen,  on  the  same  day  of  Apcil,  and  totally  destroy  the 
^M^^i  9i  London  aiod  Weatminater*.  Considering  ^  mhc» 
^Pt^  PSLt^re  of  fear  and  superstition.,  and  the  emphatie 
mmner  j.n  which  the  imagin^tioik  had  been  prepared  and  pr«« 
possesaed,  it  waa  no  wonder  th^  the  predk:tlo»  of  this  illitr 
era^  anthtiaiast  should  have  Gontrihuted,  in  a  graat  nueasvac, 
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to  augment  the  general  terr6t«  The  church^  wird  crowds 
urith  petiitant  smtiers :  the  sdtis  of  rxdt  add  proiligacy,  were 
ot^erawed  into  sobriety  tind  decorum.  Th^  streets  no 
longer  resounded  with  Execrations,  or  tlie  noise  of  brutal 
licentiousness  i  and  the  hand  of  charitjr  was  liberally  opencd< 
Those^  whom  fortune  had  eraabled  to  retire  ftofii  the  deroted 
city,  ieA  to  the  country  with  hurry  and  preoipitataon)  inao* 
much  that  the  highways  were  encumbered  with  horses  and 
carriages*  Many  who  ha4i  in  the  lieginnlng,  <Soin1$ated 
these  groundless  fears  with  the  weapons  of  reasoh  and 
ridleule^  began  insensibly  to  imbibe  the  contagion,  and  felt 
their  hearts  fail,  in  proportion  as  the  hour  of  probatioti 
iip^roached:  ^vett  Science  and  philosophy  wefe  not  jprotf  % 
against  the  unaccountable  effects  of  this  commuBicatioii*  JM 
afterages  it  will  hardly  be  belie ved,  that  on  the  ^veniag  tf 
dse  eighth  day  of  Aprils  the  open  fields  that  spkirt  tba 
metropolis  were  filled  With  an  incredible  imager  of  pecqpia 
assembled  in  ehairs^  hi  chaises^  tthd  coaches,  as  well  ds  on 
fbos^  who  waited  in  the  most  fearful  suspend  until  mirniog) 
and'  the  return  of  day  disproved  the  truth  of  the  dreaddd 
prophecy.  Then  their  fears  vanished :  they  returned  t« 
their  respective  habitations  in  a  transport  of  joy ;  and  were 
Mdnreconeiled  to  their  abslndoned  vicesi  which  they  aeemed 
to  resume  With  fedoubkd  affection,  and  bnte  more  bad^ 
defiance  to  the  vengeance  of  Heaven. 

$  XL.  By  this  time  all  the  gaols  in  E-Agtand  were  filled 
t^ith  the  refuse  6f  the  afmy  and  navy^  which  having  been 
dismissed  at  the  |)eace^  and  ekher  stvei^e  to  labour^  or 
eifccluded  from  Employment,  had  naturally  preyed  upon  the 
oemmonwealth.  Great  numbers  of  those  wrkches  who,  bf 
proper  regulations,  might  have  been  rendered  serviceable  tti 
the  eommunity,  were*  executed  as  examples;  and  the  iWt 
perished  miserably,  aihiddt  the  sten(:h  and  horfdn  df 
ftoisortie  dungeons.  Even  the  prison  of  Newgate  waa  «nJ 
dered  so  infectiouS^  by  the  uncommon  cfdwds  of 'con-fined 
felons,  stcJwed  together  m  close  apartments,  that  the  very 
air  they  bl-eathcd  acqUifed  a  pestiffenlial  <tegree  of  pulrefdc^ 
A)ftw  It  tras  this  (nitrified  air,  Whic*,  adhering  to  the 
clothes  6f  the  malefactors  brought  to  trial  at  ttre  ba*  otikd  - 
Old  Bailey  in  May,  produced  amohg  the  awdi^Acfe  a  pes- 
tilential fdvef )  wblqh  infected  imd  pt^ved  fattil  tOf  the  lord 
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mayor  of  London,  to  one  alderman,  two  of  the  judges, 
divers  lawyers  who  attended  the  session,  the  greatest  part  of 
the  jury,  and  a  considerable  number  of  the  spectators.  In 
order  to  prevent  such  disasters  for  the  future,  the  gaob 
were  cleansed,  and  accommodated  with  ventilators,  which 
exhaust  the  foul  and  supply  a  circulation  of  fresh  air ;  and 
other  humane  precautions  were  taken  for  the  benefit  of  the 
prisoners. 

$  XLL  llie  affairs  of  the  continent  tmderweat  no 
remarkable  alteration.  An  ambassador  extraordinary  being 
sent  to  Petersburgh  from  the  court  of  London  declared  to 
the  czarina's  minister,  that  in  case  of  a  rupture  between 
Russia  and  Sweden,  occasioned  by  the  hostilities  committed 
by  the  former  power,  his  Britannic  majesty  would  consider 
Russia  as  the  aggressor,  and  the  czarina  could  not  expect 
that  he  would  supply  her  with  the  succours  which  he  was 
engaged  by  treaty  to  furnish  for  her  defence,  in  case  she 
should  be  attacked.  A  declaration  of  the  same  nature  was 
made  by  the  ambassador  of  her  Imperial  majesty  the  queen 
of  Hungary  while  the  ministers  of  France  and  Prussia^  who 
were  in  strict  alliance  with  Sweden,  gave  her  to  understand, 
that  they  would  punctually  fulfil  their  engagements  with 
the  court  of  Stockholm,  should  she  actually  invade  the 
Swedish  territories  of  Finland*  The  spirit  with  which  the 
king  of  Prussia  exerted  himself  on  this  occasion,  gave 
infinite  umbrage  to  the  czarina,  who,  indeed,  expressed  her 
resentment,  by  treating  the  minister  of  Brandenburgh  with 
contemptuous  neglect,  and  even  refused  to  favour  him  with 
an  audience,  till  he  should  be  vested  with  the  character  of 
ambassador.  Thus  were  sown  the  seeds  of  misutiderstanding 
between  those  two  powers,  which,  in  the  sequel,  grew  up  to 
the  most  bitter  animosity,  and  served  to  inflame  those 
dissensions  which  have  desolated  the  fairest  provinces  of 
Germany.  The  remonstrance  of  his  Prussian  majesty  with 
respect  to  the  troubles  of  the  north,  was  couched  in  such 
terms  as  gave  dissatisfaction  to  the  court  of  Petersburgh. 
The  Russian  minister  retired  from  Beriin,  without  the 
ceremony  of  taking  leaVe,  and  the  Prussian  ambassador 
Warendorf  was  recalled^rom  the  court  of  the  t:zarina. 

$XLn.  The  attention  of  his  Britannic  majesty^was  not 
wholly  engrossed  by  the  dilutes  between  Russia  and  Swc- 
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de0«.  Hft  had  aiiother  cfl^f  €t  m  vie^r,  trUth .  ^^ore  nearly 
concerned  the  iot^rest'pf'his  German .dominioiis;  .and  had 
aet  on  foot  two  neg^tiatioAt  "df  the  utmost  itt^ortance  to 
tbevComn^erce  and  advantage  of  Great  Brjtain*  Hi9  first 
and  prk^ipal  aioi  wa»,  in  coiijunction  with-  the  court  of 
Vienna,  to  take  ^uch  measures  as  would  secure  the  aucces- 
aion  of  the  Imperial  dignity  to^  the  ^rchduke  Joseph,  eldest 
aon  and  heir  to  the  rdgmng  emperor.'  Aa  the  previous 
step  td  that  elevation,*  it  was  proposed  to  elect  this^  young, 
prince  king  of  th^  Romans;  and  for  this  purpose  it  waa 
necessary  to  procure  aniajority  not  only  of  the  electors,  but 
also  in  the  diet  of  the  esapire,  through  which  the  proposal 
must  have  passed.  No  stone:  was  left  unturned  to  recon* 
cile  this  expedient  to  t^e  German  princes.  Subsidies  were 
offered  to  the  maritime  powers  of  Englsmd,  and  the  states 
gpnerali  to  the  electors  of  JVIentz  and  Cologn ;  and  a  treaty 
of  the  same  nature  was  concluded  with  the  elector  of  Ba- 
varia, who,  in  consideration  of  an  annual  subsic^,  amount- 
ing to  forty  thousand  pounds  sterling,  two-thirds  to  be  paid 
by-Qritaint  and  the  rest  by  the  states  general,  engaged  to 
keep  in  readiness  a  body  of  six  thousand  infantry,  as  auxil- 
iaries to  the  maritime  powers,  though  not  to  act  against  the 
emperor  or  empire;  and  .tp  Join  Uie  interest  of  his  Bri- 
tsmnie  majesty  m  the  diet,  ^  as  well  as  in  the  electoral  col- 
lege«  In  order  to  render  the  king  of  Poland,  elector  of 
Saxony,  propitious  to  this  design,  he  was  accommodated 
^vith  the.  loan  of  a  very  cpiiuderable  sum  upcui  the  mortgage 
of  certain  bailiwicks  and  lordships  belonging  to  the  Saxon 
dominions.  Thus  a  majority  of  the  electors  was  secured, 
and  such  foundations*  were  laid  for  the  success  of  this  pro- 
ject, that  it  was  generally  believed  it  would  be  accomplished 
in  his  Bfitannic  majesty's  next  visit  to  his  German  domin- 
ionsr  Hopes,  it, was  said,  were  given  to  the  king  of  Swe- 
den, that  his  concurrence  would  be  gratified  by  erecting  the 
house  of  Hesse  Cassel,  of  which  he  was  head,  into  a  tenth 
electorate.  Arguments  of  a,n  interesting  nature  were  used 
with  the  king  of  Prussia,  and  the  elector  palatine,  that  if 
-possible^  the  diet  might  unanimously  approve  of  this  mea- 
sure, so  necessary  for  establishing  the  peace  of  the.  empire, 
and  preventing  such  troubles  as  arose  from  a  disputed  sue- 
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Mftftion  m  Ae  dtftth  of  Chtrlet  the  ritth*    TheMf  endeti^ 
TMr$,  ho^yvVMr^  didtovot  iutceed^  in  their  fiill  extent* 

$  XLIIIi  The  king  bf^PrUsia,  a$  elector  of  BratidCtt- 
burgh,  dppoMd  the  election  ^  UMece^ary  aod  f»^^{»er» 
dti  account  of- the  h^lth  and  tigour  of  the  rei^ihlg  #iup^ 
ror,  and  the  tender  ^ eavft  of  th«  archduke*-  Thte  motutt^ck 
had  set  hitfiftolf  tip  as  a  balsoiicd  to  rthe  powt r  «f  the  h^miA 
of  Austria,  utrhich  bad  lotig*  aaf^red  to  absolute  dMriniM 
over  its  coestates^  aiid  ettdoafvOufed  to^  e^lAbfish  an  heradl- 
fary  right  of  ^ucte^sioik  lo  the  empiro;  Ite,  therefidiw^ 
^Aiployed  all  his  influence  to  frusttiate  the  ttieaaurd  pt^po* 
sed,  either  actuated  by  k  sptrit<»f  pure  patriotlal»,  of  iiist>lnid 
with  designs  which  he  had  dot  yet  thought  proper  to  da^ 
dare.  The  opposition  Was  joined  by  the  electd^r  palntiile, 
and  countenanced  by  the  Fr^ch  king ;  Who  protested^  thai^ 
for  the  sake  of  peace,  he  ^  would  Hot  oppose  thl^  eWtioil^ 
though  contrary  td  the  ^den  btdl^  provided  H  alroiM  be 
confirmed  by  the  utianiations  coniteutof  liie  electoral  College  i 
but  should  any  one  member  signify  his  diasem,  and  he  or 
any  state  of  the  empire  claim  the  pTotectioo^  atfd  assktance^ 
of  his  most  christian  majesty,  he  could  not  dispchse  widi 
granting  both,  in  cott8e<|ttCnde  of  his  beiAg  guiu-aalee  Of  the 
treaty  of  Westphalia;  an  tngagemeiit  by  which  h«  WftS 
obliged  to  succour  those  pri^eefand  ^tktee  of  the  eafcpifii 
who  might  hare  recourse  to  hiin,  iu  case  of  any  Ifrievsnce^ 
they  sufiered  contrary  to  w;hat  waaetifpukited  in  dlat  COfttti- 
tution.  This  declaration  cooperaikg  With  the  knoWn  jdW 
tacter  of  his  Prussian  majesty^  whose  great  army  overawed 
Hanover  and  Bohemia,  iu'  aH  probabilit?f  -  damped  Aat 
vigour  with  which  the  courts  of  Viehn^  and  H<nre»hauseii 
had  hitherto  prosecuted  thi^  important  negotiation^ 

$  XL  IV.  The  second  obfeCl^  that  employed'  tha  atteiti'^ 
tion  of  the  British  miniatr^^  Was  tlie  est^Uiahadebt  of  the 
precise  limits  of  4i:cadia,  or  Nova  Scotia,-  where  the  new 
Colony  had  sufleted  great  nfti^chtef  and  inteTruptioti  from  the 
incurisions  of  the  Indians,  excited  to  these  outi^agea  by  the 
subjects  and  emissariesof '  Franee4  Gommkfsaries  had  been 
appointed  by  both  cmwns^  to  meet  at  I?ai4sf  and  compromise 
these  disptttes :  but  the  conferences  were  rendered  abortive 
by  every  act  of  cavattingy  cfiicatiety,*  ftnd  proorastiuation, 
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vbidt the tEmneh cooMia^ikiDers  bj^fM^ed Mtbe  jttttwe sad 
ji^rspicttsty  of  the  finglishclaicns;  They  notonly  miainter- 
pretqd  tr^tio«^  though  ex;>ressQd  wtth  dio  utmost  precision, 
and  perplexed  the  eoofef ences  with  difiic^dties  siad  ttotter 
foreija  to  the  tutyece,  but  diey  carried  thi^fiiieBse  of  perfidy 
so  far  m  to  produce  fi^e  charts  and  maps  of  the  eountry, 
in  which  the  riTerft>and  boundariea  were  tuisplaced  and  mis- 
rvpresentedft  At  this.  time,  also  the  inmacerity  of  the 
French  court  appear^  in  aiecited-  delays  and  artful  objec- 
tionsy  with  respect  to  the  evacuatkm  of  the  neutral  islands 
in  the  Wtist  Indies ;  and  the  governors  of  the  British  plan- 
talionS)  in.  different  parts  of  North  America,  transmitted 
intelU^ncfi^  that  the  French  had  begun  to  make  encroach- 
ments on  the  banks  of  the  English  colonies*    . 

§  XLV.  Perhaps  the  precarious  footing  on  which  the 
peace  stood  betv^een  Great  Britain  and  France  at  this  junc^ 
ture^  and  the  critical  situation  of  affairs  in  Oerms^ny,  deter- 
nuaeddse  ministry  of  England  id  compromise  all  differences 
with  Spain, .  upon  such  terms  as  at  any  other  time  they 
would  hardly  have  embraced.  In  order  to  discustr  tdiose 
pcnnta  between  the  two  nations,  which  had  not  been  settled 
by  the  treaty  o£  Alx-la-Chapelle,  conferences  were  also  be- 
l^n  at  Madrid,  and  carried  on  by  Mr.  Keene^  pknipoten- 
tiaxy  to  his  Britannic  majesty,  and  Don  Joseph  de  Carlrajal 
and  Lancastro,  the  Spanish  king's  minister*  At  length  a 
treaty  was  concluded  ^n  these  conditions  t  die  king'of  Spain 
engaged  to  pay,  i^tSiree  ttonths,to  ttie  Soutir  Seaccmpany 
of  England,  one  hundred  thouaanid  pounds  sterlhsg^  as  an 
indemnification  for  all  cdaims  upon  his  crown,  by  virtue  of 
the  assiento.  In  other  respects,  the  trade  and  navigation 
of  the  English  to  the  ports  of  Spain  were  regulated  fay 
former  treaties.  It  was  stipuktped,  diat  they  shouU  pay  no 
odaer  duties  than  those  that  were  ekacted  of  them^  in  the 
reign,  of  Charles  I  {•  of  Spain :  that  they  should  be  treated  on 
the  footing  of  the  most  fevoured  nations ;  and  contintte  to  en- 
joy the  privilege  of  taking  sdt  at  the  island  of  Tortoga.  But 
there  wras  no  article  restrxcti^g*  the  Spamidi  guarda  costas 
fifom.,  Sitfarching  the  British  vessels  on  the  high  seas : 
idthough,^aa  we  have  already  observed,  this  istsoknt  prcvCH- 
gative,  assumed  without  right,  aqd  exercised  widioiit 
humanity,  was,^  in  effect,  the  original  and  sole  cause  of  the 
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late  rapti)rt«  wbioh  ki4  been  attenied  wiUi  eudi  encmnous 
expense  to  the  nation*  It  must  be  owned,  however,  thait 
his  catholic  majesQr  was  at  this  period  ei^tsemeiy  well  dis- 
posed to  live  upon  good  terms  with  Great  Britain*  He  was 
resolved  to  indulge  his  people  with  the  blessings  of  peace, 
to  propagate  a  spirit  of  industry  throughout  h\s  dominioi», 
and  in  particular,  to  encourage  commerce,  which  he  foresaw 
would  prove  a  much  more  certain  and  inexhaustible  source 
of  weakh,  power,  and  influence,  than  all  the  treasures  he 
could  drain  from  the  mines  of  Mexico  and  Peru.  His  reso- 
lutions on  this  interesting  subject  were  chiefly  directed  by 
Don  Ricardo  Wall,  who  now  acted  as  his  minister  at  Lon^ 
don;  a  gentleman  of  Irish  extract,  who  had  distinguished 
himself  in  the  field  as  well  as  in  the  cabinet,  and  possessed 
the  joint  qualifications  of  a  general  and  a  statesman.  He  had, 
by  virtue  of  a  passport,  come  over  privately  to  Enjgland 
before  the  peace,  in  order  to  pave  the  way  ifor  the  treaty,  by 
a  secret  negotiation  with  the  English  ministers  ;  but  inune- 
diately  after  the  peace  was  proclaimed,  he  appeared  in  the. 
character  of  ambassador.  He  was  possessed  of  the  niost 
insinuating  address,  shrewd,  penetrating,  and  inquisitive^ 
While  he  resided  in  London,  he  sptu^  no  pains  in  learn- 
ing the  nature  of  those  manufactures,  and  that  commerce, 
by  which  Great  Britain  had  been  so  remarkably  aggrandized ; 
and  on  his  return  to  Spain,  where  in  a  little  time  h^  was 
placed  at  the  helm  of  afBEiirs,  he  turned  the  knowledge  he 
had  thus  acquired  to  the  advantage  of  his  country.  He  not 
only  promoted  the  useful  arts,  within  the  kingdom  of  Spain, 
but  demonstrated  the  infinite  advantage  that  would  accrue 
from  an  active  trade,  which  the  Spaniards  had  for  many 
ages  neglected ;  and  in  a  few  years  their  ships  were  seen  to 
swarm  in  all  the  commercial  ports  of  Europe.  Of  other 
foreign  events  which  distinguished  this  summer,  the  most 
remarkable  was  the  death  of  John,  king  of  Portugal,  who 
pcrfecdy  understood,  and  steadily  pursued,  the  true  interests 
of  his  country,  amd  in  whona  many  princely  qualities  were 
debased  by  a  cruel  spirit,  of  bigotry  and  supersition.  He 
was  succeeded  by  his  eldest  son  Joseph,  who  if  be  has  fallen 
short  of  his  father  iii  some  respects,  cannot  be  justly  chared 
widl  having  inherited  this  paternal  weakness.     > 
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§  XLVL  The  Icing  of  Great  Britain  having  returned 
K>  England,  opened  the  session  of  parliament  in  January 
with  a  speech,  importing,'  that  he  had  concluded  a  treaty 
with  the  king  of  Spain,  and  amicably  adjusted  such  diflPer- 
ences  as  could  not  be  so  properly  compromised  with  a  gen- 
eral treaty :  that  the  true  commerce  of  this  nation  with  that 
country  was  reestablished  upon  the  most  advantageous  and 
sure  foundations ;  and  that  there  was  the  greatest  reason  to 
hope  the  ancient  friendship  between  Great  Britain  and 
Spain  wo|ild,  from  mutual  inclination  as  well  as  interest,  be 
now  effectually  restored.  He  told  them,  that  in  conjunc- 
tiofi  with  the  empress  queen  and  the  states  general,  he  had 
concluded  a  treaty  with  the  elector  of  Bavaria;  and  was 
employed  in  taking  such  further  measures  as  might  best 
tend  to  strengthen  and  secure  the  tranquillity  of  the  eiripire, 
support  its  system,  and  timely  anticipate  such  events  us  had 
been  found  by  experience  to  endanger  the  common  cause, 
involve  Europe  in  the  calamities  of  war,  and  occasion  the 
»loss  of  much  blood  and  treasure  to  these  kingdoms.  He 
promised,-  tjufit  both  these  treaties  should  be  subjected  to 
their  perusaT :  he  gave  them  to  understand,  that  he  had 
received  from  all  the  other  contracting  powers  in  the  defini* 
tive  treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle  the  most  full  and  clear  de- 
clarations of  their  resolution  to  preserve  the  general  peace ; 
and  that  he  had  taken  care  to  consolidate  the  ties  of  union 
and  friendship  between  him  and  his  allies,  the  better  to 
secure  their  mutual  interests,  maintain  the  peace  already 
f ubsisting,  and  prevent  the  occasion  of  any  future  rupture. 
Finally,  he  recommended  unanimity,  the  improvement  of 
commerce,  and  the  effectual  suppression  of  such  outrages 
and  violences  as  are  inconsistent  with  good  order  and  gov- 
ernment, and  endanger  the  lives  and  properties  of  the 
subjects,  whose  happiness  and  flourishing  condition  he  had 
entirely  at  heart. 

§  XLVII.  When  the  motion  was  made  for  an  address  / 
of  thanks,  couched  in  terms  that  savoured  of  the  most 
implicit  complaisance,  approbation,  and  acquiescence  in  the 
jneasures  which  the  crown  had  taken,  the  earl  of  Eg — ^t,  and 
some  other  anticourtiers,  affirmed,  that  such^an  address 
would  be  equally  servile  and  absurd.    They  observed,  that 
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nothutg  eoold  be  more  preposterous  than  a  blind  approba* 
tion  of  measures  which  they  did  not  know :  that  nothin|p 
could  be  more  ridiculous  than  their  congratulations  on  tbt 
presen(  happy  tranquillity,  when  almost  every  day^s  news^ 
papers  informed  them  of  some  Fritish  ships  being  sisiaed 
by  the  Spaniards,  or  some  new  attack  made  by  the  Frenek 
on  our  infant  colony  in  Nova  Scotia,  With  respect  to  the 
continent  of  Europe,  they  affirmed,  that  the  tranquillity  of 
Germany  would  have  been  upon  a  much  more  solid  founda- 
tion, had  England  never  interposed  in  the  aifa}r8  of  the 
Empire :  in  that  case  the  princes  would  of  themselves  have 
supported  the  constitution  of  their  own  country ;  that  the 
election  of  an  infant  for  the  king  of  the  Romans  waa  mudu 
more  likely  to  disturb  than  establish  the  tranquillity  o€ 
{Europe ;  because  it  would  help  to  overturn  the  conatitutieii 
of  the  empire,  by  rendering  the  Imperial  dignity  hereditary 
in  one  house,  instead  of  being  the  result  of  a  free  election* 
They  took  notice,  that  the  constitution  had  provided  vicara 
to  govern  the  empire  during  the  vacancy  of  the  Imperial 
throne ;  but  had  made  no  provision  of  regenCa«  protectovii 
or  guardians,  for  a  minor  emperor,  because  it  waa  nevo! 
supposed  that  a  minor  would  be  chosen*  They  inveighed 
against  the  late  treaty  with  Spain ;  in  which,  they  said,  the 
ministry,  for  the  paltr}'  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand 
pounds,  had  given  up  the  claims  of  the  South  Sea  company, 
and  other  British  merchants,  who  had  suffered  from  diepre*. 
dations  to  the  amount  of  one  million  three  hundred  tbousai^ 
pounds ;  and  bartered  away  the  freedom  of  our  trade  and 
navigation,  b}'  leaving  untouched  that  prerogative  which 
the  Spaniards  have  assumed  of  searching  the  British  shtpa 
in  the  open  seas,  and  confiscating  them  should  they  find  on 
board  the  least  particle  of  what  they  called  contraband  mer-« 
chandise.  They  produced  an  instance  of  an  English  sbipt 
lately  driven  by  stress  of  weather  into  one  of  the  porta  of 
the  Spanish  West  Indies,  where  she  was  searched,  seized, 
and  condemned,  under  this  pretence.  They  recapitulated 
the  conduct  of  the  French,  who,  in  the  midst  of  their  de-^ 
clarations  of  peace  and  moderation,  were  still  employed  in 
fortifying  their  settlements  on  the  neutral  islands,  as  well 
as  in  hairassing  and  encroaching  upon  our  plantaUons  in 
North  America.     They  exelaimed  against  the  ticaty  of 


•ub«y^)  ^hli  the  d^ter  of  Biv^aria,  6r  atijr  otbtr  {iriaee  iv 
time  of  pe«lce ;  observing,  that  for  some  yean  ^e  nation 
lifid  paid  soth  pensions  to  the  Daties  and  the  Hesaians ;  but^ 
in  the  course  oif  the  late  war,  the  former  abandoned  out 
im^testtt^  and  the  latter  actaally  tobk  arms  against  Cre^ 
Britain.  They  affirmed,  that  the  subsidy  was  gitater  than 
the  nation  could  spare  ;  for,  unless  the  land  tax  should  b« 
continued  at  four  shillings  in  the  pound,  they  could  nor 
futhrd  a  shilling  to  any  prince  in  Germauny,  without  eiH 
broaching  upon  the  sinking  fund.  ^^  At  such  a  junctort 
^  (said  a  certain  member)  will  any  gentleman  presume  to 
^  propose  the  continuation  of  such  an  imposition  on  the 
*^  Isfndholder,  for  the  sake  of  bribing  the  princes  of  Germany 
^  to  do  what  f-^to  preserve  the  freedom  and  independency 
^  of  their  native  country*  I  say,  princes  of  Germany^ 
^  because  this  subsidy  to  Bavaria  will  signify  nothing  -unless 
^^  w^  take  half  a  score  more  of  them  into  our  pay;  a«d 
^'when  we  have  thus  indulged  them  for  seven  years  of 
^^  {yeaee,  they  may  give  us  the  slip,  as  others  have  done» 
*^  whenever  another  war  should  be  declared."  Against 
these  objections  the  motion  was  supported  by  William  Pitt^ 
ftt  this  titne,  an  advocate  for  the  ministry*  He  obsRcrvedi 
that  the  address  was  no  more  than  the  usual  compliment  to 
the  Aronef:,  wkkh  did  not  imply  an  obligation  on  the  parlia« 
mtfit  to  approve  of  measures  which  they  might  find  causa 
to  censure  up^^n  further  inquiry*  He  said,  the  trivial  dts^ 
putes  sitili  subssstkpg  between  this  nation  and  the  Spaniards;, 
or  Ffance,  would  soon  be  terminated  amicably,  and  coujdl 
Mver  affect  the  general  tranquillity  of  Europe,  which  was 
to  be  established  upon  a  firm  alliance  between  his  majesty 
and  sfi^h  a  confederacy  upon  the  continent  as  would  be-  an 
oytfTiilaldi  for  the  house  ef  B^^urbon.  He  expatiated  upon 
Ilk  miljesty^s  wisdonl  in  taking  off  from  the  French  mcerest 
9Uth  a  powerful  prmce  as  the  elector  of  fiavaria^  and  cdn* 
certving  othef*  salutary  measures  for  preserving  the  balanec 
6f  pqw6r  on  the  continent*  He  defended  the  articles  of  tkit 
hm  treaty  wifth  Spamn ;  observing^  that  what  remained  of  the 
assiento  contract  was  a  matter  of  very  little  consequenoe 
to  the  South  Sea  company ;  that  the  demands  of  this  com- 
pany, and  other  British  metichants,  were  all  cancelled  by 
the  r«ipture  with  Spain,  and  moi;e  than,  recomp^need  to  the 
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nation  .by  a  great  balaace  of  :captQves  during  tke  war,  «a 
veil  as  by  the  great  traffic  carried  on  with  the  Spanish  set^ 
tlements  in  the  West  Indies,  after  it  had  been  laid  open  by 
the  demolition  of  then-  fortresses*  'H«  asserted  that  by 
this  treaty  the  court  of  Spain  •  had  made  many  important 
conc,ession5 ;  they  had.  condescended  to  pay  a  gt*eat  sum  to 
ihc^  South  Sea  company :  .they  had  consented  to  the  re* 
establishment  of  the  British  trade  in  Spain,  upon  a  very 
advantageous  and  solid  footing,  by  agreeing  that  the  sub- 
jects of  Great  Britain*  should  pay  no  other  duties  on  mer* 
chandise  tlian  those  exacted  of  his  catholic  majesty's  oWti 
subjeciSi  and  to  abolish  all  innovations  that  had  been  intro^ 
du£ed  into  the  commerce.  He  affirmed,  that  the  article  of 
no.  search  was  a  stipulation  which  it  would  have  been  ridi- 
culous, to  insist  upon ;.  and  thought  proper  to  obviate  a 
reproach  which  he  foresaw  the  opposition  would  throw  upcm 
him,  .from  the  circumstance  of  his  having,  upon  a  formet 
occasion,  heartily  concurred  in  a  motion  for  an  address; 
that  no  treaty. of  peace  with  Spain  should  be  admitted; 
unless  such  a  stipulation  should  be  first  obtained  as  a  pre^ 
jliminary.  He  owned  he  had  strenuously  contended  for 
suehra  motion,  because  at  that  time,  being  very  youn^and 
sanguine,  he  thought  it  right  and  reasonable ;  but  he  was 
nQWten  years  older,  had  considered  matters  more  coolly, 
and  was  convinced,  that  the  privilege  of  no  search^  with 
ncspect.iK)  British  vessels  sailing  near  the  Ameriean  shore, 
would  neyer  be  obtained,. unless  Spain  should  be  brought 
so  low  as  tQ  acquiesce  in  any  terms  we,  as  victors,  might 
propdse^  He  likewise  signified  his  conviction,  that  aU 
addresses  from  the  house  of  commons,  during  the  course  of 
It.  war,  for  prescribing  terms  of  peace,  were  in  themselves 
ridiculous;  and  that  e.very  such  address  was  an  encroach- 
ment on  the  king's  prerc^tive,  which  had  always  been 
attended  with  unlucky  consequences*  How  fitr  these  argu- 
ments are  satisfactory,  conclusive,  and  consistent,  we  shsdl 
leave  to  the  reader's  determinat^n.  Certain-  it  is,  they 
were  adopted  by  the  majority,  and  the  address  was  presented 
without  further  opposition* 

$  XL VIII.  Thu  two  grand  committees  appointed  to 
discuss  the  supplies  for  the  ensuing  year^  and  the  funds 
upon  which  they  were  to  be  raised^  proceeded  as  usual) 


under  the  Erection  of  the  ministry;  yet  not  without  • 
some  Vehement  opposition,  in  which  certain  servants  of  th^  . 
crown  expressed  the  most  hearty  concurrence.  When  a 
toiotion  was  made  for  reducing  the  number  of  seamen  to 
eight  thousand,  Mr.  W.  Pitt,  Mr.  Lyttleton,  and  Mr.  G. 
GrenviUe  opposed  it  with  all  their  might  of  argument  and 
elocution;  but  they  were  overruled.  Annual  debates  were 
also  revived,  with  the  same  success,  upon  the  number  of 
troops  constituting  the  i^tanding  army ;  but  the  other  reso- 
lutions of  the  grand  committees  met  with  little  or  no 
opposition.  The  number  of  seamen  for  the  ensuing  year 
was  liniited  to  eight  thousand :  and  that  of  the  standing 
forces  continued  at  eighteen  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifty-seven  effective  men,  including  one  thousand  eight  hun* 
dred  and  fifteen  invalids.  The  commons  granted  a  consi-^ 
derable  sum  of  money  for  paying  off  the  principal  of  such 
redeemable  stocks  as  had  not  been  subscribed,  in  pursustnce 
of  two  acts  passed  in  the  last  session  for  reducing  the 
interest  of  annuities.  Thirty  thousand  pounds  were  g^ven 
for  fulfilling  the  king's  engagement'with  the  elector  of  Ba- 
varia ;  large  grants  were  made  for  supplying  deficiencies, 
and  replacing  sums  borrowed  from  the  sinking  fund.  The  ' 
expense  incurred  by  the  new  colony  in  Nova  Scotia,  n6t 
provided  for  by  parliament,  exceeded  fifty-seven  thousand 
pounds ;  and  the  maintenance  of  it  for  the  ensuing  year  was 
fixed  at  fifty-three  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-seven 
tK>unds,  fourteen  shillings,  and  four-pence.  An  enormous 
charge !  if  we  consider  to  how  little  purpose  all  this  bounty 
was  bestowed.  A  fund  wa3  established  under  the  sanction 
of  parliament,  for  the  relief  and  maintenance  of  the  widows 
of  sea  officers,  by  allowing,  upon  the  books  of  every  ship 
of  war  in  sea  pay,  the  wages  and  victuals  of  one  man  for 
every  hundred  of  which  the  complement  shall  consist,  for 
such  time  only  as  the  number  of  men  imployed  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  royal  navy  shall  not  exceed  twenty  thousands 
This  was  an  additional  indulgence,  over  and  above  the 
^lowance  of  one  man  granted  by  a  former  act  of  parliament. 
On  the  whole,  the  provisions  of  this  year  amounted  ta 
five  millions  one-  hundred  twenty- five  thousand  twenty- 
diree  pounds,  eleven  shillings,  and  seven-pence,  to  be  raised 
by   the  usual  duties :  the  sum  of  one  million  twenty-six 
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thouiand  four  hundred  seTcnty^six  potinda,  four  shiHtngs^ 
and  six-jpence^  advanced  by  the  bank  of  Engtand^tapay  dff 
theih  own  unsubscribed  annuities,  for  which  they  accepted 
^exchequer  bills  at  three  per  cent,  interest;  by  the  land 
tax  at  three  shillings  in  the  pound ;  a  lottery  and  annuiiaea^ 
at  the  rate  of  three  per  cent;  per  ann.  to  be  charged  oa 
the  sinking  fund,  redeemable  t>y  paiifanrient.  The  annual 
measure  called  the  mutiny  bill  was  not  passed  without  dis^- 
pV)te  and  altercation ;  some  alterations  were  proposed,  but 
not  adopted  ;  and  the  sentences  of  court  martials  still  sub- 
jected to  one  revision. 

§  XLIX.  In  the  midst  of  these  deliberations  the.king^ 
dom  was  alarmed  with  an  event  which  overwhelmed  tfat 
people  with  grief  and  consternation.  His  ro3ral  higfanest 
the  prince  of  Wales,  in  consequence  of  a  cold  caught  in  hit 
garden  at  Kew,  wa«^  seized  with  a  pleuretVc  disorder;  and 
after  a  short  illne^rs,  expired  on  the  twentieth  day  of  Match, 
to  the  unspeakable  affliction  of  his  royal  consort,  and  the 
unfeigned  sorrow  of  all  who  wished  well  to  their  coontiy. 
This  excellent  prince,  who  now  died  in  the  forty-fifth  yeat 
of  his  age,  was  possessed  of  every  amiable  quality  which 
could  engage  the  affection  of  the  people,  a  tender  and 
obliging  husband,  a  fond  parent,  a  kind  master,  liberal, 
generous,  candid,  and  humane  ;  a  munificent  patron  of  the 
arts,  an  unwearied  friend  to  merit ;  well  disposed  to  assert 
the  rights  of  mankind  in  general,  and  warmly  attached  to 
the  interest  of  Great  Britain.  The  nation  could  not  but 
be  afflicted  at  seeing  a  prince  of  such  expectations  ravished 
from  their  hopes ;  and  their  grief  was  the  better  founded, 
as  the  king  had  already  attained  to  an  advanced  age,  and 
the  heir  apparent,  George,  now  prince  of  Wales,  was  a 
minor. 

§  L.  His  majesty,  foreseeing  all  the  inconveniences 
which  might  arise  from  a  minority,  deliberated  with  his 
counsel  on  this  subject,  and  resolved  to  obtain  a  parlia- 
mentary sanction  for  the  measures  judged  necessary  to 
jtocure  the  succession*  With  this  view  he  sent  a  message 
to  both  houses,  on  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  April,*  import** 
ing,  that  nothing  could  conduce  so  much  to  the  preserva* 
tion  of  the  protestant  succession  in  his  royal  family,  as  pro* 

•  An.  \7Sl. 
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per  prairimBt  for  the  notion  of  the  {Nrrson  of  hit  successor, 
and  for  the  regular  adDunistratioii  of  the  government,  in 
tase  the  soccessor  should  be  of  tender  years  :  his  majesty:, 
^erefore,  earnestly  recommended  this  weighty  affair  to  Ihe 
deliberation  of .  parliament ;  and  proposed,  that  when  the 
Imperial  crown  of  these  re^^lms  should  descend  to  any  of 
tk^  late  prince's  sons,   being  under  the  age  of  eighteen 
years,  his  mother,  the  princess  dowager  of  Wales,  should 
lie  guardiai^  of  his  person,  and  regent  of  these  kingdoms, 
until  he  should   attain   the    age   of  majority,,  with  such 
powers   and  limitations   as  should   appear  necessary  and 
expedient  for  these   purposes*     This  message  produced  a 
very  affectionate  address,  promising  to  take  the  affair  into 
their  serious  consideration;  and  in  the  beginning  of  May 
the  duke  of  Newcastle  presented  to  the  house  of  peers  a 
biU  to  provide  for  the  administration  of  government,  in 
case  the  crown  should  descend  to  a  minor.     The  bill  was 
read  a  second  time,  and  committed,  when  a  second  mes^ 
sage  arrive^  from  his  majesty  recommending  to  their  con- 
aideration  the  settlement  of  such  a  counsel  of  regency  as 
At  bill  proposed,  consisting  of  his  royal  highness  the  duke 
of  Cumberland,   who  at  that  time  commanded  the  army^ 
the  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  the  lord  chancellor,  the  lord 
high  treasurer^  or  first  lord  commissioner  of  the  treasury, 
the  president  of  the  council,  the  lord  privy  seal,  the  lord 
high  admiral  of  Great  Britain,  or  first  commissioner  of  the 
admiralty,  the  two  principal  secretaries  of  state,  and  the 
lord  chief  justice  of  the    king's    bench  ;    all  these    great 
officers,  except  his  royal  highness  the  duke,  for  the  time 
being.     This   bill  did  not  pass  through  the  lower  house 
without  violent  debate  and  bitter  sarcasms.     The  counsel 
<^regency,  though  espoused  by  all  the  ministry,  including 
l^e  paymaster  general,   met  with  fierce  opposition,  as  nn 
unnecessary  and  fatal  restriction,  that  would  impede  the 
machine  of  government,  and,  as  the  counsel  was  constituted, ' 
m^ight  be  productive   of  the  most  pernicious  consequence* 
Some  of  the  members  ventured  even  to  insinuate  the  danger 
of  leaving  at  the  head  of  a  large  standing  army  a  prince  of 
the  blood  vested  with  a  share  of  the  regency,  possessed  of 
great  personal  influence,  the  darling  of  the  soldiery,  brave, 
popular,  and  enterprising :  supposed  not  wholly  devoid  o^am- 
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'  bition,  and  not  4t  all  renmrkable  for  any  symptoms  of  extraor- 
dinary aiFection  towards  the  person  of  the  jbeir  appai:ent» 
The  history  of  England  was  ransacked  for  invidious  instances 
of  royal  uncles  and  regents^  who  had  injured  the  sovereigns, 
and  distressed,  the  government,  by  their  pride,  cruelty,  and 
ambition.  The  characters  of  John  Lackland,  and  John  of 
Gaunt,  Humphrey  and  Richard  dukes  of  Gloucester,  were 
called  in  review,  canvassed,  compared,  and  quoted,  with 
some  odious  applications ;  but  the  majority,  being  convinced 
of  the  loyalty,  virtue,  integrity,  and  great  abiliues  of  his 
royal  highness,  to  whom  the  nation  owed  obligations  of 
the  most  important  nature,  passed  the  bill  with  a  few 
amendments,  in  which  the  lords  acquiesced  ;  and  in  a  little 
time  it  received  the  royal  sanction.  '> 

$  LI.  The  death  of  the  prince  of  Wales  was  fatal  to<a 
bill  which  had  been  brought  into  the  house  of  commons, 
for  naturalizing  all  foreign  protestants  who  should  settle 
within  the  dominions  of  Great  Britain.  Political  arithmeti- 
cians  have  generally  taken  it  for  granted^  that  to  every  com^ 
mercial  nation  an  increase  of  people  is  an  increase  of 
opiilence ;  and  this  maxim  is  certainly  true,  on  the  suppo-^ 
sition  that  every  individual  is  industrious,  and  that  there  is 
a  sufficient  field  for  employment;  but  all  these  general 
maxims  ought  to  be  received  under  certain  qualifications* 
When  all  branches  of  manufacture  are  overstocked,  an  addi* 
tion  of  workmen  will  doubdess  be  an  additional  incum- 
brance on  the  community.  In  the  debates  which  this  bill 
produced,  the  members  of  the  ministry  were  divided  anxpng 
themselves.  The  measure  was  enforced,  by  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer,  Mr.  W.  Pitt,  and  Mr.  Lyttleton ;  and  in 

'  opposing  it  the  earl  of  Egmont  was  joined  by  Mr.  Fox, 
secretary  at  war.  Petitions  and  counter  petitions  were 
presented  by  the  merchants  of  London,  Bristol,  and  other 
trading  towns  of  the  kingdom.  All  merchants  and  traders 
of  foreign  extraction  exerted  themselves  vigorously  in  its 
behalf,  and  it  was  without  doubt  countexianced  by  the 
administration ;  but  the  project  was  odious  to  the  people  in 
general.  The*  lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and  commons  of 
London,  in  common  council  assembled,  composed  a  remon- 
strance to  the  lower  house,  setting  forth  the  danger  and 
inutility  of  a  general  naturalization  of  foreign  protestants* 
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A  petition  ef  the.  merchants  and  principal  inhabitants  of 
Bristol  represented  that  such  a  law  would  be  prejudicial  to 
the  trade  and  commerce  of  this  Jungdom,  by  preventing 
many  industrious  artificers  from  procuring  a  sufficient  sup- 
port for  themselves  and  their  families,  and  of  consequence 
increasing  the  rates  of  the  poor:  that  the  introduction  of 
such  a  number  of  foreigners,  instead  of  being  a  support  to 
die  present  happy  establishment,  might  endanger  the  very 
basis  of  our  constitution:  tha^^it  would  greatly  tend  to  the 
diminution  of  our  manufactures,  as  many  strangers  would 
doubtless  come  and  reside  in  England  for  a  time,  iu'order 
to  learn. the  methods  and  management  of  our  manufacturers 
and  artificers;  and,  after  having  obtained  this  instruction, 
return  to  their  native  countries,  where  they  would  establish 
and  carry  on  works  of  the  same  nature*  The  twentieth 
d^y  of  March  being  appointed  for  the  third  reading  of  the 
biU,  it  was  postponed,  in  consequence  of  the  unfortunate 
death  of  the  prince  of  Wales ;  and  other  petitions  from 
differetit  cities  of  the  kingdom  beipg  mustered  a^iost  it  in 
the  sequel,  the  ministry  did  not  think  proper  to  persist  in 
any  unpopular  measure  at  such  a  delicate  conjuncture;  so 
the  bill  was  no  more  brought^upon  the  carpet.  Divers 
other  regulations,  relating  to  civil  policy  as  well  as  to  the. 
commerce  of  Great  Britain,  were  propounded  in  the  house 
of  .Commons;  but  these  proposals  proved  abortive,  either  ' 
because  they  appeared  crude  and  indifl;ested  in  themselves, 
or  the  house  could  not  obtain  proper  information  touching 
the  allegations  they  contained* 

$  LI  I.  There  were  no  other  transactions  in  this  session, 
except  the  concurrence  of^  both  houses  in  stigmatising  a 
printed  paper,  entitled,  ^^  Constitutional  Queries,  earnestly 
*'  recommended  to  the  seriou^  consideration  of  every  true 
^^  Briton ;"  and  the  steps  taken  by  the  commons,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  commotions  occasioned  by  the  Westminster 
election.  The  above  mentioned-  paper,  which  had  been 
conveyed  by  letter  to  the  majority  of  both  houses,  was 
communicated  to  the  lords  in  the  month  of  January  by  the 
duke  of  Marlborough,  who  moved  for  resolutions  against 
it  as  a  seditious  libel,  and  that,  the  concurrence  of  the  com- 
mons might  be  desired.  A  conference  accordingly  ensued, 
and  both  houses  concurred  in  voting  the  papera  false,  mali- 
Vol.  III.  P 
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UOU8,  scandalous,  infamous,  and  seditious  libel,  containii^ 
the  most  false,  audacious,  and  abominable  calumnies  and 
indignities  upon  his  miyesty,  and  the  most  pi^suni{ituo«s 
and  wicked  insinuations  thai  outlaws,  liberties, and  proper- 
ties, and  the  excellent  constitution  of  this  kingdom  were 
in  danger  under  his  maiesty's  legal,  mild,  and  gracious 
government,  with  intent  to  instil  groundless  suspicionv  and 
jealousies  into  the  minds  of  his  majesty's  good  subjects, 
and  to  alienate  their  affection^  from  hb  majesty  and  the 
royal  family*  It  was,  therefore,  resolved  by  the  lolrds  spir- 
itual and  temporal  and  commons  in  parliament  assembled; 
that,  in  abhorrence  and  detestation  of  such  abominable  and 
seditious  practices,  the  paper  should  be  burnt  by  the  hand* 
of  the  common  hangman  in  the  new  palace  yar4  of  West* 
minster ;  and  this  sentence  was  executed  according^* 
Then  they  pre9ented  an. address  to  his  majes^,  desiring^ 
that  the  most  effectual  means  might  betaken  for  discovering 
the  author,  printer,  or  publisher,  that  he  or  they  might  be 
brought  to  condign  punishment.  Directions  were  given 
for  this  purpose ;  but  without. effect*  Those  concerned  in 
writing,  printing,  and  circulating  the  paper,  had  acted  widi 
such  caution,  that  not  one  of  them  was  ever  discovered. 

$  LIU*  The  proceedings  of  the  commons  with  reelect 
to  the  election  of  a  burgess  for  Westminster  were  attended 
with  some  extraordinary  circumstances,  which  we  shall  now 
record,  for  the  edification  of  those  who  pique  themselves 
on  the  privileges  of  a  British  subject.  We  have  already 
observed,  that  a  majority  appearing  on  the  poll  for  lord 
Trentham,  the  adherents  of  the  other  candidate,  sir  George 
Vandeput,  demanded  a  scrutiny,  which  was  granted  by  the 
high  bailiff  of  Westminster,  the  returning  officer.  During 
this  tedious  investigation,  which  rolled  chiefly  on  the  quali- 
fications of  voters,  he  acted  with  such  address  and  seeming, 
candour  as,  gave  entire  satisfaction  to  bbth  parties,  till  at 
liength  he  determined  in  favour  of  lord  Trentham,  whi^m  he 
returned  as  duly  elected. .  Those  who  styled  themselves  the 
independent  electors  did  >not  acquiesce  in  this  determination 
without  clamour^  reproach,  menaces,  and  riot.  They  taxed 
Mr«  Leigh,  the  high  bailiff,  with  partiality  and  injuatijce  : 
they  loudly  aftrmed,  that  ministerial  influence  had  been 
used  In  the  most  scandalous  manner ;  -and,  finally^  joined 
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air  George  Vandeput  in  a  petition  to  the  lower  house,  com- 
plaining of  an  undue  election  and  return  of  a  member  for 
tHe  ci^  of  Westminster.  The  commcms,  instead  of  inquir- 
ing into  the  merits  of  these  petitions,  ordered  them  to  lie 
upon  the  table ;  and,  without  any  complaint  from  any  person 
whatever,  a  motion  was  made  that  Leigh,  the  high  bailiff, 
should  attend  the  house  immediately,  in  order  to  make  him 
acquainted  with  what  he  had  done  in  pursuance  of  the 
directions  he  had  formerly  received  from  that  house,  touch- 
ing the  esoe^utioh  of  the  writ  for  electing  a  new  member  to 
represent  the  city  of  Westifninster.  As  this  motion  had 
been  preconcerted,  Leigh  was  attending  in  the  lobby,  and 
immediately  called  into  the  house  to  be  examined  on  this 
subject*  Having,  in  the  course  of  his  examination,  alleged' 
that  the  election  had  been  protracted  by  affected  delays,  he 
was  asked  by  whom,  and  by  what  means  ;  but,  before  he 
could  answer,  the  earl  of  Egmont,  interposing,  objected  to 
the  question  as  improper,  and  moved  for  the  order  of  the 
day*  A  debate  immediately  ensued,  in  which  the  impro- 
priety of  the  question  was  demonstrated  by  Mr.  Henley, 
npw  lord  keeper.  Dr.  Lee,  and  some  others,  the  most  sen-r 
sible  and  moderate  members  of  the  house :  but  they  were 
oppoii^d  with  great  violence  by  lord  viscount  Corke,  Henry 
Fox,  esq.  sir  William  Young,  colonel  Lyttleton,  and  the 
weight  of  the  ministry;  so  that  the  motion  for  th^  order  of 
the  day  was  carried  in  the  negative,  and  the  high  bailiff 
required  to  answer  the  question.  Thus  interrogated,  he 
declared  that  he  had  been  impeded  in  the  scrutiny,  and 
maltreated,  by  Mr«  Crowle,  who  had  acted  as  counsel  for  sir 
George  Vandeput,  by  the  honourable  Alexander  Murray, 
brother  to  lord  Elibank,  and  one  Gibson,  an  upholsterer, 
who  b^d  been  very  active,  zealous,  and  turbulent  in  his 
endeavours  to  promote  the  interest  of  sir  George  Vandeput, 
or  rather  to  thwart  the  pretensions  of  the  other  candidate, 
who  was  supposed  to  be  countenanced  by  the  ministry* 
Thes^  three  persons,  thus  accused,  were  brought  to  the  bar 
pf  the  house,  notwithstanding  the  strenuous  remonstrances 
of  several  members,  who  opposed  this  method  of  proceed- 
ing, as  a  species  of  oppression  equally  arbitrary  and  absurd. 
They  observed,  that,  as  no  complaint  bad  been  preferred, 
ibey  had  no  righ^  $P  take  cogni;2anc^  of  the  affair :  that  if 
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any  undue  influence  had  been  used,  it  would  naturally  ap- 
pear when  the  merits  of  the  election  should  fall  under  their 
inquiry :  that  a  complaint  having  been  lodged  already  against 
die  returning'  officer,  it  was  their  duty  to  investigate  his 
conduct,  and  punish  him,  if  he  should  be  found  delinquent; 
but  that  nothing  could  be  more  flagrantly  unjust,  and  appa- 
rently partial,  than  their  neglecting  the  petitions  ^of  the. 
other  candidate  and  electors,  and  encouraging  the  high 
bailiff,  who  stood  charged  with  iniquity,  to  recriminate 
upon  his  accusers,  that  they  might  be  disabled  from  giving 
evidence  on  the  inquiry  into  the  merits  of  the  election* 
What  difference  is  it  to  the  subject,  whether  he  is  oppressed 
by  an  arbitrary  prince,  or  by  the  despotic  insolence  of  a 
ministerial  majority  ?  Mr.  Crowle  alleged,  in  his  own  vin- 
dication, that  he  had  been  employed  as  counsel  by  the 
electors  of  Westminster,  and  attended  the  scrutiny  in  that 
character;  that  after  the  high  bailiff  had,  in  the  course  of 
the  last  session,  received  the  order  of  the  house  to  expedite 
the  election,  he  hurried  on  the  scrutiny  with  such  precipita- 
tion as,  he  apprehended,  was  unjust,  and  prejudicial  to  his 
clients ;  that,  in  this  apprehension,  he  (Mr.  Crowle)  insist- 
ed upon  the  high  bailiff's  proceeding  with  more  delibera- 
tion, and  in  so  doing  he  thought  he  did  bis  duty  to  his 
employers.  Some  evidence  being  examined  against  him, 
declared  he  had  not  only  protracted  the  scrutiny,  but  also 
spokep  disrespectful  words  of  the  house  of  commons :  he 
was  therefore,  reprimanded  on  his  knees  by  the  speaker, 
and  discharged. 

$  LIV.  Mr.  Murray  being  charged  with  having  utter- 
ed some  threatening  and  affronti^e  expressions,  the  house 
adjourned  the  consideration  of  this  affair  for  some  days,  at 
the  expiration  of  which  Mr.  Murray  was  to  be  heard  by 
'  his  counsel  t  but,  in  the  mean  time,  they  ordered  him  to  be 
taken  into  custody  by  the  sergeant  at  arms  attending  the 
house.  This  step,  however,  was  not  taken  without  a  ^ warm 
opposition  by  some  of  the  most  sedate  and  intelligent  mem- 
bers of  the  house,  who  considered  it  as  a  cruel  act  of 
oppression.  They  observed,  that  in  cases  of  breach  of 
privilege  no  person  complained  of  was  ever  taken  into  cus- 
tody, until  after  he  had  been  fully  heard  in  his  defence : 
that  this  was  literally  prejudging  the  cause  before  it  bad 
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been  examined ;  and  the  oppression  was  the  greater,  as  the 
alleged  offence  consisted  entirely  of  words,  of  which  no 
com plsunt  or  information  had  been  made  for  above  eight 
months  after  the  supposed  offence  had  been  committed ; 
and,  even  then,  not  till  an  accusation  had  been  lodged 
against  the  informant,  upon  the  trial  of  which  accusation 
the  persons  informed  against  might  very  probably  be  the 
most  material  witnesses.  They  observed,  that  in  one  of 
the  highest  offences  which  can  be  committed  by  words, 
z^^unely,  that  of  denying  the  king's  right  to  the  crown,  or 
renouncing  the  Trinity,  the  information  must  be  brought  in 
three  or  four  days  after  the  words  are  spoken ;  the  words 
must  be^  proved  to  have  been  spoken  maliciously,  directly 

^  and  advisedly ,^  and  the  prosecution  must  commence  in  three 
months  after  the  information.  These  suggestions  made  no 
more  impression  than  if  they  had  been  uttered  in  a  desert* 

a  T^ose  who  were  secure  in  their  number  asserted  that  the 
h^use  of  commons  was  not  restricted  by  the  forms  of  pro- 
ceedings at  eommon  law ;  and  that  it  was  necessary  to  vin- 
dicate their  own  honour  or  dignity,  by  making  examples  of 
those  who  seemed  to  hold  them  in  contempt*.  Mr.  Mur- 
ray was  committed  to  the  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms, 
and  found  bail ;  and  Gibson  was  sent  prisoner  to  Newgate, 
from  whence  he  was  in  a  few  days  released,  upon  present- 
ing an  humble  petition,  professing  his  sorrow  for  having 
incurred  the  displeasure  of  the  house,  to  the  bar  of  which 
he  was  brought,  and  received  a  reprimand  on  his  knees 
from  the  speaker.  In  the  mean  time  divers  witnesses  be«i 
ing  examined  before  the  house,  declared  that  Mr.  Murray 
had  been  seen,  about  the  time  of  the  return  of  a  member 
for  Westminster,  heading  and  exciting  a  tumult  to  acts  of 
violence  against  the  high  bailiff.  The  majority,  therefore 
after  a  long  and  warm  debate,  agreed,  that  for  his  danger* 
ous  and  seditious  practices,  in  violation  and  contempt  of 
the  privileges  of  the  house,  and  of  the  freedom  of  elec« 
tions,  he  should  be  committed  close  prisoner  to  Newgate^ 
Then^,  in  the, close  of  another  violent  debate  they  resolved, 
that  he'  should  be  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  house,  to 
receive  that  sentence  on  his  k^ees.  He  accordingly  ap« 
peared,  and  being  directed  by  the  speaker  to  kneel,  refused 
to  comply*    He  knew  that  he. could  not  be  discharged  ih>m 
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NewgaU  during  the  segsioo,  without  petitioning,  acknow- 
ledging bis  offence,  and  making  such  concessions  as  he 
thought  would  imply  a  consciousness  of  guilt:  he  con- 
sidered thia  whole  transaction  as  an  oppressive  exertion  of 
arbitrary  power,  and,  being 'apprised  of  the  extent  of  their 
authority,  determined  to  bear  the  brunt  of  their  indigna- 
tion, rather  than  make  submissions  which  he  deemed  be- 
aeath  the  dignity  of  his  character.  When  he  refused  to 
humble  himself  the  whole  house  was  in  commotion;  he 
was  no  sooner  removed  from  the  bar  than  they  resolved, 
that  his  having  in  a  most  insolent  and  audacious  manner 
refused  to  be  on  his  knees  at  the  bar  of  that  house,  in  con- 
sequence of  their  former  resolution,  was  a  high  and  moat 
dangerous  contempt  of  the  authority  and  privilege  of  the 
commons :  it  was,  therefore,  ordered,  that'  he  should  be 
committed  close 'prisoner  to  Newgate,  debarred  the  use  of 
pen,  itik,  and  paper;  and  that  no  person  should  have  access 
to  him  without  the  leave  of  the  house.  Finally,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  consider  what  methods  might  be 
proper  to  be  taken  by  them,  in  relation  to  this  instance  of 
contempt.  Meanwhile  the  petitioners  against  the  return 
made  by  the  high  bailiff,  perceiving  the  temper  of  the 
house,  apd  the  complexion  of  the  majority,  withdrew  their 
petition ;  and  the  order  which  had  passed  for  hearing  the 
merits  of  the  election  was  discharged*  Mr.  Murray  being 
taken  dangerously  ill  in  Newgate,  application  was  made  to 
the  commons,  by  some  of  his  relations,  that .  he  might  be 
removed  to  a  more  convenient  situation ;  and  his  physician^ 
being  examined,  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  he  was  infected 
with  the  gaol  distemper.  Upon  this  representation  the 
house  agreed  that  the  speaker  should  issue  a  warrant  for 
removing  him  from  Newgate  to  the  custody  of  the  sergeant 
at  arms ;  but  this  favour  he  refused .  to  accept,  and  ex- 
pressed the  warmest  resentment  against  those  relations  who 
had  applied  to  the  commons  in  his  behalf.  Thus  he  re- 
mained sequestered  even  from  his  own  brother  and  sister^  un- 
der the  displeasure  of  the  commons  of  England,  who  conde^^ 
scended  so  far  as  to  make  resolutions  touching  the  physi-! 
cian,  apothecary,  and  nurse  who  attended  this  prisoner* 
But  the  prorogation  of  parliament  having  put  an  end.  to 
tlieir  authority  for  that  session,  M|r*  Murray  if^as  discharged 


of  course,  and  conducted  by  the  sheriffs  from  Newgate  to 
his  own  house,  in  procession,  with  flags  and'  streamers 
exhibiting  the  emblems  of  liberty.  » 

$  LV.  In  the  month  of  June  the  session  was  closed 
with  a  speech  from  the  throne,  in  which  his  majesty  thank- 
ed both  houses  for  the  zeal  and  affection  they  had  mani- 
fested  towards  him  and  his  government ;  and  congratulated 
the  commons  in  particular,  upon  th^ir  firmness  and  pru- 
dence in  reducing  the  interest  of  the  national  debt,  a  mea- 
sure as  agreeable  to  him  as  essential  to  the  strength  and 
welfare  of  the  kingdom.^— The  interior  economy  of  Great 
Britain  produced  within  the  circle  of  this  year,  nothing  . 
else  worthy  of  historical  regard,  except  a  series  of  enor- 
mous crimes,  arising  frbm  the  profligacy  of  individuals, 
which  reflected  disgrace  upon  the  morals  and  the  polity  of 
the  nation.  Rapine  and  robbery  had  domineered  without 
intermission  ever  sinte  the  return  of  peace'  which  was 
attended  with  a  reduction  of  the  army  and  navy ;  but  now 
^mes  of  a  deeper  dye  seemed  to  lift  up  their  heads,  in 
contempt  of  law  and  humanity*^  Every  day  almost  pro- 
duced fresh  instances  of  perjury,  forgery,  fraud,  and  cir- 
cumvention; and  the  kingdom  exhibited  a  most.amazmg 
jumble  of  virtue  and  vice,  honour  and  infamy,  pompassion 
and  obduracy,  sentiment  and  brutality. 

b  One  of  the  most  remarkaUe  acts  -which  passed  in  the  course  of  this  ses- 
sion^ was  thkt  for  i^gulating  the  commencement  of  the  year,  and  correcting  the 
calendar,  according  to  the  wegorian  computation,  which  had  heen  adopted  by  all 
other  nations  in  Europe.  By  this  nev  law  it  was  decreed  that  the  new  ypar 
should  begin  on  the  nrst  day  of  January,  and  that  eleven  intermediate  nominal 
days  between  the  second  and  fourteenth  days  of  September,  1758,  should  fbr  that 
time  be  Goalitted,  so  that  the  day  succeeding  the  second  should  be  denominated 
^e  fonrtieentJIi  of  t^at  month.  By  this  establishment  of  the  new  stile,  the  equi- 
noxes and  solstiees  will  happen  nearly  on  the  same  nominal  d«ys  on  which  they 
fell  in  the  year  325,  at  the  council  of  Njce ;  and  tlie  correspondence  between  the 
English'  merdiants  and  those  of  fisreign  countries,  will  be  greatly  facilitated,  with 
respect  to  the  dates  of  tetters  and  accounts. 

c  An  indulgent  parent  was  poisoned  by  his  only  daughter,  on  whom,  be- 
sides other  marks  of  tenderness  and  paternal  affection,  he  had  bestowed  a  liberal 
educaticm,  which  greadv  amravated  tier  guilt  and  ingratitude.  Another  young 
voman  was  concerned  m  tSe  ai^ssina^on  o^  her  own  uncle,  who  had  been  her 
constant  benefaetor  and  ao^  guardian.  A  poor  old  woman,  having  from  the  igno- 
rance and  superstition  of  her  neighbours,  mcurred  the  suspicion  of  sorcery  and 
witchcraft,  was  murdered  in  Hertfordshire  by  the  populace,  with  all  the  wanton- 
ness of  barbanty.  Rape  and  murder  were  .perpetrated  upon  an .  unfortunate 
woman  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ix>ndon,  and  an  innocent  man  suffered  death  for 
tins  eOmpVicatedoutraKe,whOe  the  real  criminals  assisted  at  his  execution,  heard 
him  appeal  tolieaven  for  his  innocence,  and  in  the  character  of  friends,  embraced 
him;  whfte  he  stood  on  the  brink  of  eternity. 
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$  I«  THE  royal  family  t)f  England  had  sustained 
thr^  sev^ere  shcicks  in'  the  compass  of  a  few  months*  Be- 
ndes  ^ .  lots  of  the  prince  of  Wales,  which  the  aation 
lamented  as  irreparable,  his  majesty  was  deeply  afflicted  by. 
the  untim^y  death  of  his  youiigest  daugRter,  the  queen  of- 
DemiNu^kr  who  died  at  Cbpenhi^^,  on  the  nineteenth  day* 
o£  December,  in  the  prime  of  ^'louth.  She  was  one  of  the 
]|i08t  amiable  prineesses  of  the  age  in  which  she  live4, 
H^ether  we  consider  the  virtues  of  her- heart,  or  thesaccom"; 
pli^mettti»  of  her  person;  generous, . mild,  and  teqder-^L 
hecurted;  beloved  even  almost  to  adoration  by  her  <r6yitt 
consort,  to  whom  she  had  borne  a  prince  and  two.  princes** 
ses;  and  universally  admired- and  revered  by  the  subjects 
qf  his  Danish  majesty.  Her  death  had  been  preceded 
about  two  mondis  b^  that  of  her  brbther<'ia-law,'the  prince 
of  Orange,  no  less  regretted  by  the  natives  of  the  United 
Provinces,  for  his  candour,  integrity,  and  hepedilaisy^  love 
to  bis  country*  Though  he  had  not  distinguished  hkn'self 
by  the  lustre  of  a  superior  genius,  he  had  been  at  great 
pains  to  cultivate  his  understanding,  and  study  the  true 
interest  of  that  community  jof  which  >  she  wasi  a  tii^mber. 
He  had  always  approved  himself  a  good  and  zealous  citi* 
^n,  and  since  his  elevation  to  the  stadtholder&kip,.  taken 
many  salutary  steps  for  the  advantage  of  his  country. 
Amongi  other  excellent  schemes  which  he  suggested  hO' 
left  a  noBle  plan  with  the  states  general  for  restoring  their 
commerce  to  its  former  lustre,  and  lived  long  enough  to« 
receive  their  warmest  acknowledgments  for  this  last  proof* 
of  his  prudence  and  patriotism.  His  son  and  daug^ex' 
being  both  infants,  the  administration  of  the  government 
Revolved  upon  the  princess,  as  governante  during  her 
son's  minority  f.  and  as  such  she  succeeded  to  all  the  power 
which  her  husband  had  enjoyed. 

$  II.  With  respect  to  the  affairs  of  the  continent,  the 

^  peace  of  the  north  seemed  still  as  precarious  as  ever :  for 

lJ[|ough  the  diflference  between  Russia  and  Sweden  had  been 

compromised,  the  mutual  disgust  between  the  czarina  and 
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,  ih«  king  of  Prusaia  hAd  gained  sUch  ttctHsioa  ftiom  reci- 
procal insults,  iU  oftcda,  and  iuflammatory  deidlafalktais^ 
that  those  two  powers  seemed  to  be  on  the  eve  of  a^  TUp- 
ture,  and  each  was  employed  in  making  extraordinary  pre- 
parattoiift  for  trar.  The  cowtaj  of  Vienna 'aod  Great 
Britain^  foreseeing'  that  snch*  a  rupUife  vroirid  enbndil  the 
empire,  and  raise  insurmountably  tibBt^aclMms  to  tfa^ 
favourite  scheme  of  electing  the  lirchdake  Josephiking  oif 
the  Romana,  resolved  fo  ^mpk^  all  their  influencefifi  cvder 
tn  effect  a  reconciliation  i»etweefi  the  JBonrts  of  PetitfiiMMrgb 
and  Betlio*  Hta  Prussian  ihajeaty  had  signified  'to  the 
king  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  states  general,  the  sifna^on 
in  wfaiah  he  stood,  ivith  die  czarina,  and*  solitited  their 
iatekpositioa,  that  ^he  dtft'erence  might  be  atekabljF  i(cx:oibi«. 
ifaodated-  At  die  same  time  he  seat  an  envoy  extraor^* 
nary  to'  Versaffles,  to  negottiue  with  the  French  king  for  a^ 
Tcry  Considerable  body  of  auxiliaries,  in  case  he  shonld  be 
attacked.'  'iliese' circumstances  induced  the  maritime  pow- 
ers, and  .the  court  of  Vienna^  to  Use  their  utmost  endea* 
irours  fey  'the-  prevemion  of  a  rupture  i  andl  according^ 
diey  asade  remonstrances  on  this  subject  -b^  their  ministers 
at  Feeer^burgh,  proposing,  diat  the  quarrel  should  be  ter<^ 
minted 'wjftfaout  bloodshed,  and  all^ause  of  animosiry  be 
buried  in  oblivion* 

.  $  IH^  In  the  mean  time^  they  eagerly  prosecuted  the 
design  of  tlie  election;  and  ihe  Iniperial  minister  at  Ber" 
Un  not  only  communicated  to  hi»  JEVussian  majesty  the 
setttiments  of  the  king  of  En^^teid  on  this  expedient,  but 
even  solicited  his  vote  for  the  archduke  }oee{^,  when  the 
deetion  of  a  king  of  the  Bomans'  should  be  proposed  in  the 
electoral  coffege.  To  this  proposal  he  replied,  that  he  was 
extremely  Well  disposed  to  manifest  his  regard  for  their 
Imperial  majesties,  and  togive  the  ipost  gennine  pi-oofs  of 
it^  even  in  the  proposed  election  of  a  king  of  the  Romans, 
ciKisidering  the  great  merit  of  the  present  candidal,  the 
archduke  Joseph ;  but  he  left  it  to  the  ccm^ideration  of 
their  Imperial  majesties,  whether  the  election  would  not  be 
a  little  premature,  if  transacted  at  a  time'  when  his  Imperial 
majesty  was  in  the  flower  of  his  age  ;  enjoying  perfect 
health ;  ami  when  all  Europe,  particularly  the  empire,  was 
hu^edluthe  bosom  of  tranqutUiif',  so  that  no  circumstence 


Memed  to  pv^gttoi^ailo  the  necessity  of  audti  an  election  f 
or  of  putting  in  execu^n  the  mottves  mentioned  in  the 
capittila^ii  of  the  reigning  en^peror's  election  ;  especis^y 
as  the 'examination  of  these  motives  belonged  to  the  whole 
eoapirei  and  ou^ht  to  precede  the  election^  by  virtue  of  the 
eighth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Westphalia#  He  observed^ 
that,  in  case  oi  the  emperor's  deaths  Germany  would  find 
herself  in  a  very  disagreeable  situation,  under  Uie  gotrern-* 
ment  of  a  minor.  For  these  reasons,  he  said,  he  could 
ndt  help  advising  th#ir  Imperial  majesties  to  wait  until  tbf 
arehduke  should  be  of  age,  when  his  election  might  be 
carried  on  more  conformably  to  die  laws  and  constitutions 
&f  the  empire,  and  more  suitaUe  to  the  majesty  of  the 
whole  Gerfiiank  body.  This  reply  he  circulated  among  the 
electors,  and  in  particular  transmitted  it  to  the  king  of 
Great  Britain,  desiring  they  would  deliberate  maturely^on 
this  snbject,  and  confer  together  in  n  body^  fta  well  as  in 
private,  thfat  they  might  proceed  according  to  the  ancient 
custom-of  the  electoral  college,  and  take  such  measures  as 
should  be  judged  expedient  for  the  hononr  and  advantage^ 
of  d)e*  eommtinity.  This  circular  letter  was  answer^  both 
by  the  king  of  England  and  the.  elector  of  Bavaria,  wh^ 
demonstrated^  that  it  was  theprivil^^  of  the  electoral  !Col« 
lege  only,  without  any  participation  of  the  other  princes  ^ 
Ae  empire,  to  etett  a  king'of  the. Romans  during  the  life  pf 
^e  empomr,  in  order  to  maintain  the  peace  and  preserve 
the  liberties  of  Germany ;  and  thi^t  the  neglect  of  this  wise 
precaution  hath  produced  bloody  wars,  and  many  fatal  con^ 
.sequences  to  i  the  empire*  They  observed,,  that  nothing 
eould  more  contribute  to  the  establishment  of  the  puUic 
tranquillity  than  this  measure,  so  ardently  desired  by  the 
majority  of  the  German  princes  $.  and  that,  although  the 
archduke  Joseph  wanted  a  few  years  of  being  of  age,  and 
it  might  possibly  happen  that  the  reigning  emperor  should 
die  dvring  that  prinee'js  nunorit)^,  yet  it  would  be  much 
4es&  prejudicial  to  the  empire  to  iiavte^.  a  minor  chief,  thaft 
to  see  the  sueeession  altogether,  unsettled.  His  Prus$ian 
majesty  received  n  declaration  to  the  same  purpose  from 
llie  elector  of  Ment&; .and  .understanding  that  this  princ^ 
M  an^hanceHor  of  the  empire  intended  to  convoke- an 
diet|  m  mder  to  propose  the  elec^n  of  a  king 
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iii  the  Romans,  he  wrote  an  elaborate  letter  to  bit  electoral 
highness,  explaining  at  more  length,  his  reasons  Vor  post- 
poning the  election.  He  quoted  that  sentence  of  ^  treaty 
of  Westphalia  which  expressly  declares,  that  the  election 
of  a  king  of  the  Romans  shall  be  discusslfd  and  ordained 
by  the  common  consent  of  the  states  of  the  empire  ;  and, 
therefore,  he  could  not  conceive  what  right  the  ekctond 
college  had  to  arrogate  this  principle  to  themselves,  exclu- 
ding the  other  states  of  the  empire*  He  observed,  that  the 
Imperial  capitulations,  which  were  tl^  only  laws  of  the 
empire  that  treated  of  this  subject,  menrioned  only  three 
cases  in  which  it  was  lawful  to  proceed  to  sudi  an  election  ; 
namely,  thp  emperor's  leaving,  and  long  absence  from,  Ger- 
many }  his  advanced  age,  or  an  indispd^on,  rendering 
him  kicapable  of  managing  the  reins  of  government ;  md 
any  case  of  emergency  in  which  the  preservation  of  the 
empire's  prosperity'  is  interested*  He  affirmed,  that  none  of 
these  motives  at  present  existed  :  that,  in  case  the  Imp^ial 
crown  should  devolve  to  a  minor,  many  mischief  and 
,  disorders  must  ensue,  as  the  constitutions  of  the  empire 
have  established  no  regulations  nor  regency  in  that  event : 
that  an  election  of  this  nature,  carried  on  under  the  power, 
influience,  and  authority  of  the  head  of  Ae  empire,  would 
strike  at  the  fundamt^ntal  privileges  of  the  princes  and 
slates ;  consequently,  in  time  overturn  the  constitution  of 
the  empire,  which,  from  being  an  elective  dignity,  confer- 
red by  the  free  and  independent  suffrages  of  the  electoral 
college  and  states  of  Germany,  under  certain  capitulations^ 
obliging  the  prince  thus  chosen  to  govern  accoixling  to  law, 
would  become  an  hereditary  succession,  perpetuated,  in  one 
family,  which,  of  course,  must  be  aggrandized  to  the  pre* 
judice  of  its  coestates,  and  the  ruin  of  the  Germanic  libera 
ties*  In  a  word,  all  Crermany  in  geoeral,  and  Ratisbon  in 
particular,  was  filled  with  writings  published  on  both  sides  : 
by  the  emperor  and  his  adherents,  to  demonstrate  ths^  the 
election  of  a  king  of  the  Romans,  during  the  life  of  the 
emperor,  had  often  happened,  and  at  this  pr^entiime  w«s 
itecessary,  and  would  *  be  advantageous  to  the  empifeis 
.while  the  king  of  Prussia  and  his  friends  laboured  to  {H^ove 
that  such  an  election,  at  the  present  juncture,  would  be  itt 
$imed|  irre|;ular,  and  of  dangefoua.cmiaeqqenpe« .  PeriMKp&, 
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if 'the  truth  was*  known,  this  enieirprisiiig  priiice  had  pro* 
jected  aome  great  scheme,  ifrith  the  execution  of  which  this 
proposed  estabHshment  would  have  interfered*     Certain  it 
is,  be  exested  himself  with  that  spirit  and  perseverance 
which  were  peculiar  to  his  character  to  frustrate  the  inten- 
tion of  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  London  in  this  particular, 
and  was  assisted  widi  all  the  intrigue  of  the  French  min* 
tsftry.^     Their  joint  endeavours  were  so  effectual,  that  the 
elector  of  Oologn, renounced  his  subsidiary  treaty  with  the 
maritime  powers,  and  once  more  threw  himself  into  the 
lums  of  France.     The  elector  palatine  being  solicited  by 
the  empress  queen  and  his  Britannic  majesty  to  cooperate 
with  their  views,  insisted  as  a  preliminary  article,   upon 
being  indemnified  by  the  court  of  Vienna  for  the   ravages 
committed  in  his  territories  by  the  Austrian  troops,  during 
die  course  of  the  last  war  :  the  king  of  Poland,  elector  of 
Snxony,  made  idie  same  demand  of  the  like  indemnification, 
which  was  grsmted  by  the  mediation  of  king  George :   and 
then  he  subscribed  to  a  subsidy  treaty,  obliging  himself  to 
femish  a  body  (rf  six .  thousand  auxiliaries,  in  case  ihef 
diould  be  required  by  the  maritime  powers ;  and  to  act  as 
deotor,  in  concert  with  the  house  of  Austria,   in  every 
thing  relating  to  the  wellEire  of  his   country  that  should 
square  with  the  fundamental  lawB  of  the  empire*       The 
courtSct  «f '  London    and    Vtenna    had    this    election  so 
mocii  at  heart,  that  they  sounded  almost  all  the  powers  of 
£uropey  to    know    how  they   stood   affected  towards  the^ 
measure   proposed*     The  king  of  Spain   declined    inter** 
meddlkig  in  a  domestic  affair  of  the  cimpire*     The  French 
king  xetumed  an  ambigious  answer ;  from  whence  it  was 
t:oneladed,  that  nothing  Imt  opposition  could  be  expected 
from  that  quarter*     The  Swedish  monarch  was  rendered 
propitk>us  to  the  project,  by  assurances  that  the  house  of 
Hesse  Cassel,  of 'which  he  was  the  head,  should  be  elevated 
into  an  electorate*     They  even  endeavoured  to  soften  his 
Prussian  majesty,  by  consenting,  at  last,  that  the  treaty  of 
Dresden,   confirming  to  him  the   possession   of   Silesia, 
«hoaid  be  guanmteed  by  the  diet  of  the  empire  ;  a  sanction 
^hieh  he  now  actually  chained,  together  with  the  ratifioa* 
tioa  of  his  Imperial  maje^y*     Notwidistanding  this  induU 
^gence,  he  still  persisted  in  raising  fresh  objections  to  t^ 
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favourite  project  on  prdletice  of  concer^g  measures  for 
preventing  the  inconveniences  that  might  resuk  from  « 
minority  ;  for  regulating  the  capitulatioiis  to  be  agreed  on 
urith  th4  king  of  the  Romans  r  seoming  the  freedom  of 
future  elections,  and  preserving  the  prerogatives  and  privi- 
leges of  the  Germahic  body  in  all  its  members*  In  conse-* 
quence  of  these  obstacles,  joined  to  the  apostaey  of  the 
elector  of  Cologn,  the  obstinacy  of  the  elector  palatine^ 
and  the  approaching  diet  of  Hungary,  at  which  their 
Imperial  mnjesties  were  obliged  personally  to  preside,  the 
measures  for  the  election  were  suspended  ttU  next  sum<« 
mer,  when  his  Britannic  majesty  was  expected  at  Hanovier, 
to  put  the  finishing  stroke  to  this  great  event  in  favour  of 
the  house  of  Austria. 

$  IV.  Another  disappointment,  with  respect  to  thia 
election,  the  promoters  of  it  sustained  in  the  death  of  his 
Swedish  majesty,  who  expired  in  a  good  old  age,  and  waa 
succeeded  by  Adolphus  Frederick,  dvike  of  Holstein  Eutin^ 
bishop  of  Lubeck,  upon  whom  the  succession  had  been  set^ 
ded  for  some  years,  by  the  unanimous  concurrence  of  die 
states  of  the  kingdom.  This  prince  ascended  the  throne  of 
S\vedt;n  without  the  least  disturbance;  and,  of  his  own 
accord,  took  an  oath  in  full  senate,  that  he  would  never 
attempt  to  introduce  a  despotic  authority;  but  maintsun 
their  liberties  with  his  blood,  and  govern  his  subjects  in  all 
respects  according  to  the  laws,  and  the  form  of  govern* 
ment  established  in  Sweden.  ITiis  public  act,  which  was 
communicated  to  all  the  foreign  ministers,  and  particularly 
to  the  envoy  from  Petersburgh,  met  with  such  'a  favouraMe 
reception  from  the  czarina,  that  she  expressed  her  satiafiic» 
tion  in  ia  public  declaration ;  and  the  good  understanding 
between  the  two  courts  was  perfectly  restored.' 

§  V.  When  the  parliament  of  EnglsCnd  was  opened,  in 
the  month  of  November,  the  king,  in  his  speech  from  the 
throne,  gave  them  to  uiKlerstand,  that  for  the  same  purposes 
which  suggested  the  treaty  with  the  elector  of  Bavarisl, 
he  had  now,  in  conjunction,  with  the  states  general  conclu- 
ded another  M'ith  the  king  of  Poland,  elector  of  Saxonyv 
He  told  them,  that  the  unfortunate  death  of  the  prince  of 
Orange  had  made  no  alteration  in  the  state  of  aifTairs  in 
Holland  t  and  that  he  hdd  received  the  strongest  assuran^^ 


intiixiftte  umon  and  irieodship  haf^jd3r  ^bsistilijp'teitweett; 
He  '^JtboFUd  b&th  ^waes.  to  cpastder  serifMu^^  ef  «diiie' 

liroceediog  in  a  great  m^asui-e  from,  that  profligate- sf^Ht  of 
irjrdigioQ,  icUem^M?  g^u^g)  and-extrttviigKtteei  whieh  had 
of  tait«  ejMttiikd  itself  ia  an  uiuumiinot)  degifeef  to  th«  dt6- 
hfmow  of  ^e  nation^  aiMl  the  greii  offeuee  a«d  ppgodicci  of 
the  ^ob^r^:  and  indutflrious  part  of  the  peof^e^  The  pars-t. 
giiiph»  of  tkis  speech  were^i-as  iisualj  echoed*  back  to*  ^ 
dirifiie  m  addresses^  replete  iivith  <expf68s«ba^  of  \oftity^ 
nS&GUwi^  and  approbation*  Opposiuon- wa«t  by  thhtiituv 
«lflAo»t  exthiguished ;  and  the- proceedings  of'  both  booses. 
took  pk^  wkh  $Dch  uaaomity  as  xfzs  hardly  ever^kmnitL 
MSos^e.  thb  {^riod  19  a  Brttitb  parltameti^  l%e  oomnnoDSt 
hovever,  seem  to  have  assembled  with  sdch  semtimaits  as 
did  no  great  hoftoi^nr  to  thei^  temper  and  niagiysiimmty*  la 
ft  £ftv  days  after  the  session  opened^  lord  Tiscoiuit  C  «»-ie, 
«  yoong  nobleman,  who^e  dignaeter  entitled  him,  to  very 
IHtle  ^regard  or  influ^iee  among' man  of  semse  and  probit}*, 
fiiade  a  mofion,  that  Mr*  Murra^^  who  had  been  so  severely 
persecuted  in  the  last  session  for  relbsii^  to  humble  him« 
self  ^n  his  knees- before,  them,  shouldbe  again  committed 
elose  prisoner  to  Newgate  for  the  same  offence*  This  pro-* 
posal,  whieh  supposed  a^  poorer  thkt  tiie  commons  had  never 
bsfoce  es^cised^  was  sbarpty  disputed  by  the  earl  of 
£gmoAt,  aad*^  others,  .who  had  not  resigned  all'  sense  of 
mod^ratioill  but  the  majority  adopted  the  measure  yrith 
.gl^eitt,  e^i^mess,  and  the  speaker  was  ordered  to  issue  his 
mrarfant  accordingly.  Then  4he  house  resolved^  that  the 
said  ^evand^r  Murray  sbquld  receive  the  sentence,  for 
bis  now  being  committed  close  prisoner  to  his  majesty's 
gaol  of  Newgate  9%  the  bar  of  the  house,  upon  his  knees  ; 
Md  the  sergeant  at  arms  was  commanded  to  take  him  into 
custody  for  this  purpose*  Their  indignation,  however,  was 
eluded  by  the  eautioa  of  tfaie  delinquent,  who,  having  fore- 
seen the  effects  of  their  resentment,  had  prudently  retired 
to  another  country*.  They  determined,  nevertheless,  to 
peoce^d  against  hi^^  as  a  person  pf  some  consexj/uence  in 
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tine*  QommmKwe9hb  s-fiir,  hcngiiifermed  of  hb  rttreat,  tfa^ 
ccmdeaoeiHkd  so  £ur  as  to  present  aa  address  to  his  nug^s- 
ty,  desiring  that  bb  royal. proclamation  might  be  issued  for 
apprehending  the  said  Mr*  Murray^  pit>inisiog  a  reward  to 
him  who  should  have  ihe  good  fortupe  to  apprehend  thia 
fugitive — a  rej^^uestiirith  which  his  n^ajesty  jnost  graciously 
jQOTiplied. 

^  :VI.  Nor  was  this  the  only  address  presented  to  the 
king  upon  such  an  importaal;  subject*  A  pampUet,  «iti* 
Hed^  "^  The  Case  of  the  Hon.  Alexander  Murray,  esquire^ 
in  an  Appeal  to  the  People  of  Great  Britain,'^  was  first 
stigmatised  in  a.  contplaint  to.  the  house^:  and  was  after- 
wards produced^  and  i^ad  at  the  table. ,  The  piece  was 
written  with  great  acrimony,  and  abounded  with  severe 
animadversions,  not  only  upon  the  conduct  of  the  returning 
officer,  but  also  on  the  proceedings  of  thc^  commons.  The 
viol^u  members  immediately  took  fire,  and  the  flame  ,ex- 
tended  itself  to  the  majority.  Nay  the  house  unanimously 
resolved,  that  the  pamphlet  was  an  impudent,  maliciou9>9 
scandalous^  and  seditious  libel,  falsely  £Uk1  most  injuriously 
reflecting  upon,  stnd  aspersing  the  proceedings  of  the  house^ 
(ending  to  create  misapprehensions  in  the  minds  of  the 
people,  to  the  great  dishonpur  of  the  said  house,  and  in 
violation  of  the  privileges  thereof*  They .  furthermore 
presented  an  address  to  the  king,  desiring  his  majesty 
would  be  graciously  pleased  to  give  directions  to  his  attor- 
ney general  to  prosecute  the  authors  or  author,  the  printters 
or  printer,  and  the  publishers  or  publisher  of  the  said  scan? 
dalous  libel,  that  they  might  be  brought  to  condign  punish* 
menu  Directions  were  accordingly  given  for  this  purpose, 
and  a  prosecution  commenced  against  the  publisher,  who 
had  some  reason  to  be  dismayed,  considering  ^  the  great 
weight  of  influence  he  was  doomed  to  encounter*-— influence 
arising  from  a  prosecution  of  the  crown  instituted  at  the 
request,  and  founded  on  a  vQte,  of  the  hcuse  of  commons. 
Nevertheless,  when  the  cause  was  heard  before  the  Icwrd 
chief  justice  of  England,  a  jury  of  free  bom  Englishmen, 
citizens  of  London,  asserted  their  privileges  of  judging  the 
law  as  well  as  the  fact,  and  acquitted  the  defendant  with  a 
-truly  admirable  spirit  of  independency*  They  considered 
the  pamphlet  as  an  appeal  s^gainst  oppression ;  and,  con* 
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vmced  that  the  contents  were  ti^e,  the/ could  aot  in  con- 
science adjudge,  it  a  falae  libel,  even  though  it.  had  been  so 
declared  by  one  of  the  branches  of  the  legislature. 

§  VII.  The  cojanmons,  in  regulating  the-  supplies  of 
the^ensuing  year,  vot#d  the  continuation  of  eji^teen  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  fifty-seven  men  for  the  land  ser- 
vice, though  not  without  some  opposition  from  certain, 
patriots,  who,  rather  from  a  sense  of  duty  th^n  from  any^ 
hope  of  influencing  the  majority,  affirmed  that  sixteen  thou-' 
sand  men  in  time  of  peace  would  answer  all  the  ends  pvo**' 
posed  by  a  standing  army.     The  number  of  seamen  waa 

"  fixed  at  ten  thousand :  large  sums  were  granted  to  nuike  up 
deficiei\cies,  and  fulfil  the  enga^ments  of  the  crown  with 
the  electors  of  the  Bavaria  and  Saxony,  as  well  as  for  the 
maintenance  of  Nova  Scotia  and  Georgia,  and  the  eastlea 
on  the  coast  of  Guinea  ;  and  one  hundred  and  twelve  thour 
sand  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  pounds,  three  shillings,  and 
tfaree-pencf  were  voted,  as'  a  full  compensation  to  the  old 
royal  African  company  for  their  exclusive  charter  and  pro- 

^  perty,  to  be  applied  for  the  relief  of  their  creditor9*^ 

§  VIII.  The  laws  enacted  for  the  encouragement  of 
traffic  and  the  regulations  of  civil  polity,  consisted  in  an  act 
for  licensing  pawnbrokers,  and  for  the  more  effectual. pre* 
venting  the  receiving  of  stolen  goods:  another  for  prevent* 
ing  thefts  and  robberies,  by  which  f^aces  of  entertainment, 
dancing,  and  music  in  London,  Westminster,  and  within 
twenty  miles  of  the  capital,  were  suppressed  and  4>rohibited, 
unless  the  proprietors  of  them  could  obtsun  licenses  from  the 
justices  of  the  peace,  empowered  for  that  purpose :  a  third 
for  annexing  the  forfeited  estates  in  Scotland  unalienably  in 
the  crown,  after  having  made  satisfaction  to  the  lawful  ere* 
ditors ;  establishing  a  method  of  leasing  these  estates,  and 
applying  the  rents  and  profits  of  them  for  the  better  civil- 
izing and  improving  the  Highlands,  and  preventing  future 

d  These  expentes  were  defrayed  W  a  contintmtioh  of  the  dutiies  on  mftlt,  he. 
m  land  tax  at  three  shilUn|(8  fu  the  i>ouiMl ;  a  doty  oq  licenges,  t(*  be  yearly  paid  by- 
pawnbrokers  and  dealers  in  second  hand  goods,  within  the  bills  of  mortality ;  the 
sam  of  one  million  four  hundred  tbousamd  pounds  advanced  by  the  bank»  accent^ 
ing  to  a  proposal  made  for  that  purpose ;  five  hundred  thousand  pounds  to  be 
iffiued  by  the  sinking  fund  ;  a  duty  laid  on  gum  senega  ;  and  the  continuation  of 
wvers  other  occasional  impouttons.  The  grants  f<Mt  the  year  amounted  to'some*- 
thing  less  than  four  millions,  and  the  provisions  made  for  this  expense  /exceeded  it 
in  the  sum  of  two  hundred  sevetity-ooe  thousand  twenty-ftmr  pounds,  ten  sliilUngs, 
^d  six-pence  halfpenny. 
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disorders  in  that  part  of  the  united  kii^om**  Notha»g 
could  be  more  salutary  than  the  purposes  of  these  regula- 
tions. The  8tri)urb8  of  the  metropcriis  abounded  with  an 
incredible  number  of  public  houses,  which  continually  re* 
sounded  with  the  noise  of  riot  and  intemperance:  they 
were  the  haunts  of  idleness,  fraud,  and  rapine ;  and  die 
seminaries  of  drunkenness,  debauchery,  extravagance,  and 
eyery  vice  incident  to  human  nature :  yet  the  suppression 
of  these  receptacles  of  infttmy  was  attended  with  an  inoofr* 
venience,  which,  in  some  cases,  arose  even  to  a  degree  of 
oppression.  The  justices  being  vested  by  the  legislaturei 
with  the  power  of  granting  or  refusing  licenses,  were  con- 
stituted, in  effect,  the  arbiters  on  whose  decision  the 
fortunes  and  livelihood  of  many  individuals  absolutely 
depended.  Many  of  those  who  exercised  this  species  q£ 
nuigistracy  within  the  bills  of  mortality  were,  to  the 
reproach  of  government,  men  of  profligate  lives,  needy, 
mean,  ignorant,  and  rapacious,  and  often  acted^  from  die 
most  scandalous  principles  of  selfish  avarice. 

$  IX.  The  law  relating  to  the  Highlands  of  Scotland 
was  weU  calculated  for  promoting,  among  the  inhabitants  of 
that  country,  such  a  spirit  of  industry  as  might  detach  them 
from  their  dangerous  connexions,  and  gradually  supersede 
that  mttitary  genius  which  had  been  so  productive  of  danger 
9hd  alarm  to  the  soudiern  parts  of  Great  Britain.  The  king, 
by  this  act,  was  empowered  to  appoint  commissioners  £Dr 
managing  the  forfeited  estates ;  who  were  enabled  to  grant 
leases  of  small  farms,  not  above  twenty  pounds  a  year,  to 
individuals^  who  should  take  an  oath  to  government  to 
reside  upo^  and  cultivate  the  lands  thus  let.  It  was  also 
provided,  that  no  le.ase  should  be  granted  for  a  longer  term 
than  twenty-one  years ;  and  that  the  lessees  should  not  pay 
above  three-fourths  of  the  annual  value.  Although  these 
forfeited  estates  were  generally  encumbered  with  claims 
beyond  their  real  value,  and  the  act  directed  that  they 
should  be  disposed  of  by  public  sale ;  yet,  as  they  lay  in 
the  mpst  disaffected  parts  of  the  Highlands,  it  was  thought 
necessary  that  they  should  remain  in  the  possession  of  the 
prown,  because,  in  case  of  their  being  publicly  sold,  they 
TOfngh^  be  purchased  in  trust  for  the  families  of  the  persons 
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iqr.  whom  dwy  were  feiffitted,  md  tbiaji  the  sfiiril  of  4i9«f^ 
{ottion  woiM  stiU  survive.  A  viduii^ioQ,.  liier'efore,^  ww 
losvde  by  tbe  pomt  of^^sdipo  ia  Scotl^icl,  nt  thetoHit^  auit 
of  the  dxiwii  jiiul.tlie  ovediDora ;  and  the  valoe  h^ia^  ascer* 
tallied,  the  jus^  cisammtis  weve  paid  out  of  the.Qexi:  siids 
^prBMtfeA  by  parliamenU  Tbe  btU  met  with  :OMai(kr^f 
oppoastion  iai  the  house' of  peers  from  the  diike  of  Bedford 
and  the  earl  of  Banh,  who  probably  foresaw  that  the  :good 
trfiefits  idf  this  schtme,  ao  laudable  iu  itselfi  would  be  fru$- 
irated  ia  the  exee4»tto0 :  and  that  the  act,  instead  of  answer- 
Blithe,  purposes  for  ^hich  it  was  intended,  would  serve 
only  as  a  job  to  gratify  the  rai^cious  retainers  .|o<the 
^vernibent^  and  dieir  emiasariea,  in  that  country.  -  Arfter 
a  warm  debate,  howevcyr,  it  was  adppted  by  a  gr/^at^piajority^ 
smd  obtamed  the  royal  asseot* 

.  $  X.  A  third  law  related,  to  certain  ajrticlf^s  e^i  t|be  m- 
tionai  xlebt,  which  was  now  <^i;iverted  into  several  jpin^ 
sfeoeka  of  aonuitlss,  transferrable  at  the  bank  gf  EaglaMi  ^ 
be  charged  on  the  sinking  fund*  A  gce^t^nun^bear  of  diifevr 
esit  funds  for  annuities,  established  at  different  times,  ^nd 
by  different  acts,  subsisted  at  this  period,  so  .|hat  it  was 
necesaiiry  to  beep  ma»y  different  a^ccounts,  wh^h  /c:p]uld.not 
be  regulated  without  oeoisiderable  troub]^  ai;ujl  e^isgense^  for 
die  removal  of  which  tbe  bill  was  calculs^ted* 

$  X{.  In  ccmsequence  of  petitions  from  the*  woollen 
manufactures  of  Westmoreland  and  Yorkshire;  two  bills 
were  brought  in,  and  passed  thtough  bqth  ha^&esy  by  which 
the  ports  Q^  Lancaster  and  .Great  Yarmputh'  WCf^  op«fiefi 
for  the  importation  of  wool  and  woollen  yap^n  from  Ireland; 
bt)t  why  this  privilege  was  no^  extet^ed  to  jail  the  fre-^ 
quented  ports^  of  the  kingdom  it  is  not  e^y-to  ^CQi^ceiive^ 
without  supposing  .a  .little  juatipnal  jeiilou^y  G^-one  l^and, 
and  a  great  deal  of  grievous. restraint  on  tbe.other*  Qver 
and  above  these  new  laws,  fome*  unsuccessful  c^f^'ours 
were  used  in  behalf  of  comn^erce  and  police*  ,A  J^ill  yfjas 
offered  fov^  laying  further .  r^trictions  oa  pawnbrokers^  f^lid 
brokers,  that  they  might  no.  longer  suqk  the  bipod ^iqf.^he 
poor,  and  act  a^  the  acoessarieji  of  theft. ^d  robbery., (Whjch 
was  canvassed,  debated,  and  made  its  way  tliirqu^h  the 
lower  house  f  but  the  lords  rejected  it  as  a  c^ude  S5:heme^ 
which  they  could  not  amend,  because  it  w^s  a  money  bill, 
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not  cognizable  fay  their  House,  withoutNengigmg  in  a  di«« 
pute  with  the  commons.     Another  bill  was  prepared,  for 
giving  power  to  change  the  punishment  <^  felony,  in  certain 
cases,  to  confinement  and  hard  labour  in  dock  yards  or  gar- 
risons.    It  was  the  opinion  of  many  who  wbhed  well  to 
their  countty,  and  were  properly  qualified  to  prosecute  such 
inquiries,  that  the  practice  of  consigning  such  a  number^ 
of  wretches  to  the  hands  of  the  executioner  served  only,  by 
its  frequency,  to  defeat  the  purpose  of  the  law,  in  robbing 
death  of  all  its  terror,  and  the  public  of  many  subjects, 
who  might,  notwithstanding  their  delinquency,  be  in  some 
.  measure  rendered  useful  to  society.     Such  was  the  motive 
that  influenced  the  promoters  of  this  bill ;  by  which  it  was 
proposed,  in  imitation  of  that  economy  practised  in  other 
countries,  to  confine  felons  convicted  under  certain  circum- 
stances to  hard  labour  upon  the  public  works  oi  the  king- 
dom.    The  scheme  was  adopted  by  the  lower  house,  but 
rejected  by  the  lords,  who  seemed  apprehensive  of  its  iH'ing- 
ing  such  discredit  upon  his  majesty's  dock  yards,  as  would 
discourage   persons    who    valued   their   reputation    from 
engaging  in  such  employment.     Of  still  greater  importance 
to  the  nation  was  the  next  measure  proposed,  in  a  bill  far 
making  the  militia  of  England  more  useful,  presented  by 
Mr.  Thornton,  a  gentleman  of  Yorkshire ;  who  had  distin- 
guished himself  by  his  loyalty  and  patriotism.    It  was  can- 
vassed in  a  committee  of  the  whole  house,  and  underwent 
divers  amendments :  but  miscarried,  through  the  aversion 
of  the  ministry  to  any  project  tending  to  remove  or  lessen 
the  necessity  of  maintaining  a  standing  army.     A  consider- 
able number  of  petitions  for  different  regulations,  in  respect 
to  commerce  and  conveniehce  of  traiBc,  were  presented,  con- 
sidered, and  left  upon  the  table.     A  remonstrance  from  the 
prisoners  confined  in  the  gaol  of  the  king's  bench,  complain- 
ing of  their  miserable  situation,  arising  irom  want  of  room 
and  other- conveniences,  being  taken  into  consideration  by  a 
committee,   among  other   evidences,   tliey  examined  that 
remarkable  personage  who  had  signalized  himself  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  chri'stendofn,  under  the  name  of  Theodore,  king 
of   Corsica^     Though  ifonnerly   countenanced,   and   even 
treated'  as  a  sovereign  prince  by  the  British  ministry,  he 
was  now  reduced  to  the  fortom  condition,  of  a  confined 
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debtor ;  and  16  the  reproach  of  this  kingdom,  died  in  pri^ 
■son,  surrounded  with  all  the  misery  of  indigence,  and  over- 
whelmed with  the  infirmities*  of  old  age.  But  the  most 
remaricable  circumstance  of  the  paiiiamentary  transactions 
that  distinguished  this  session,  was  a  motion  made  in  both 
houses  for  an  address  to  the  king,  beseeching  his  majesty, 
.that  in  time  of  public  tranquillity  he  would  be  graciously 
pleased  to  avoid  entering  into  subsidiary  treaties  with 
foreign  princes,  which  are  so  burdensome  to  this  nation. 
This  e!xtraordinary  proposal  was  made  and  strenuously 
urgedby  the  duke  of  B«— ,  and  a  vehement  debate  ensued, 
la  which,  the  earls  of  G^  S— *,  and  H-r-,  opposed  it  witK 
an  exertion  of  superior  abilities ;  and  the  question  being  pi^t, 
was  carried  in  the  negative,  without  a  division.  The  same 
fate  attended  it>  in  the  house  'of  commons,  where  it  wa$ 
introduced,  by  lord  H— -y,  and  supported  by  some  distin*' 
guished  orators.  The  session  ended  in  the  latter  end  of 
March,  when  his  majesty,  having  given  his  assent  to  ninety- 
five  public  and  private  bills,  harangued  both  houses,  and 
prorogued  the  parliament.® 

'  §  XII.  Immedkitely  after  the  prorogation  the  king 
appointed  a  reg^icy,  smd  set  out  for  Hanover^  in  order  to 
complete  the  great  scheme  he  had  projected  for  electing  a 
king  of  the  Romans.  Great  Britain,  in  the  mean  time, 
produced  no  event  of  importance,  or  any  transaction  that 
des^erves  historical  mention,  except  the.  ratification  of  two 
treaties  of  peace  and  commerce  with  the  states  of  Tripoli" 
and  Tupis  on  the  coast  of  Barbar)-,  concluded  by  the  British 
consuls  in  those  cities,  under  the  influence  and  auspices  of 
an  English  squadron,  commanded  by  commodore  Keppel, 
son  to  the  earl  of  Albemarle.  The  tide  of  luxury  still 
flowed  with^  an  impetuous  current,  bearing  down  all  the 
niounds  of  temperance  and  decorum  ;  while  fraud  and  pro^^ 
fligacy  struck  out  new  channels,  through  which  they  eluded 
the  restrictions  of  the  law,  and  all  the  vigilance  of  civil 
policy.     New  arts  of  deception  were  invented,  in  ord^r  to 

e  Among  the  proceedings  of  this  session,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  mentioa 
a  new  act  for  the  prevention  of  murders,  ^which  had  been  shockingly  frequent  of 
"  late,  importing,  that  every  criminal  convicted  of  this  hoiTid  eriitie  should  be  exe- 
cuted in  one  lUy  after  his  sentence,  and  his  body  delivered  to  the  surgeons  for. 
dissection ;  an  expedient  which  hath  been  foOnd  produetive  of  very  salutary  oOii. 
•efxaeoces. 
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ensnare  and  ruin  the  unwary ;  and  acme  infamous  practi^ 
in  the  way  of  commerce,  were  countenanced  by  penons  of 
vank  and  importance  in  the  commonwealth.  A  certaia 
member  of  parliament  waa  obliged  to  withdraw  himaelf 
from  hift  country,  in  consequence  of  a  discovery,  by  lirhich 
it  appeared  that  he  had  contrived  and  executed  schemes  for 
destroying  his  own  ships  at  sea,  with  a  view  to  defraaad  the 
ensnreni. 

$  Xtll.  In  the  course  of  this  year  the  aflhirs  of  the 
continent  did  not  undergo  toy  material  alteration;  la 
Prance,  the  religious  dispute  concerning  the  doctrine  of 
Jansenius  still  subsisted  between  the  clergy  and  the  parlia* 
ment ;  and  seemed  to  acquire  additional  fuel  from  the  vio* 
leace  of  the  archbishop  of  Paris,  a  haughty,  tiBrbuleat 
prelate,  whoiSe  pride  and  bigotry  were  sufficient  to  embroil 
one  hslf  of  Christendom.  The  northern  powers  enjoyed  a 
perfect  tranquillity :  the  states  general  of  the  United  Pro* 
"vinc^s  were  engrossed  by  plans  of  national  economy.  Spain 
yti^ta  intent  upon  extending  her  commerce,  bringing  her 
manufactures  to  perfection,  and  repressing  the  insolence  of 
the  Barbary  corsairs.  His  Portuguese  majesty  endeavoOred, 
by  certain  peremptory  precautions,  to  check  the  exportation 
bf  gold  coin  from  his  dominions ;  and  insisted  upon  inspect-- 
iHg  the  hooks  of  the  British  merchants  setded  at  Lisbon  ; 
but  they  refused  to  comply  with  this  demand,  which  was 
contrary  to  a  treaty  subsisting  between  the  two  crowns;* 
and  he  thought  proper  to  acquiesce  in  their  refusal*  He 
was  much  better  employed,  in  obtaining  from  the  pope  an 
abolition  of  the  annual  procession  called  llie  Auto  da  fe^ 
one  of  the  most  horrid  triumphs  of  spiritual  tjrranny.  The 
peace  of  Italy  was  secured  by  a  defensive  treaty  concluded 
at  Madrid  between  the  emperor,  his  catholic  majesty,  die 
king  of  the  two  Sicilies,  and  the  duke  of  Parma ;  to  which 
treaty  the  kitig  of  Sardinia  afterwards  acceded. 

§  XIV.  With  respect  to  the  great  scheme  of  electing 
^e  archduke*  Joseph  king  of  the  Romans,  fresh  objections 
seemed  to  rise  from  dilFerent  quarters.  The  good  under- 
standing between  the  courts  of  Berlin  and  Hanover  received 
an  additional  shock,  from  a  dispute  concerning  the  property 
of  East  Friezland,  which  his  Prussian  majesty  had,  secured, 
as  heir  to  the  last  possessor.     His  Britannic  majesty^  as 
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i^ector  of  iSaiiover,  having.  p^retcaBsioiis  to  the  same  inherit* 
ance^  his  nunitter  delivered  a  memorial  to  the  diet  of  the 
empire,  assembled  dt  Rati&bon,  demanding  that  the  king  of 
^Prussia,  as  elector  of  Brandenborgh^  should  be  referred  to 
the  decision  of  the  aulick  counsel,  in  regard  to  his  claim 
to  the  estates  of  £ast  Friezland :  but  the  king  being  already 
in  possession,  refused  to  submit  his  light  to  the  determina* 
tion  of  that  or  any  othel'  tribunal ;  and  when  the  diet  pre* 
sumed  to  deliberate  on  this  affair,  his  envoy  entered  a 
atrong  protest  against  their  proceedings*  At  the  same  time, 
he  prete&ted  the  other  ministers  with  a  memorial,  tending 
to  refute  the  elector  of  Hanover's  pretensions  to  tha 
principality. in  question. 

^  XV*  At  this  juncture  his  Prussian  nnlajesty  made  no 
scrapie  of  expressing  his  resentment  against  the  court  of 
,  London,  which  he  seemed  to  consider  as  an  officious  cabal, 
that  had  no  right  to  intermeddle  in  the  affairs  of  Germany* 
His  resident  at>  London  complained  to  the  British  ministry, 
that  divers  ships,  sailing  under  the  Prussian  flag,  had  been 
stopped  at  sea,  and  even  seized  by  English  cruizers ;  and  » 
that  his  subjects  had  been  ill  treated  and  oppressed :  he, 
th^efore,  demanded  reparation  in  a  peremptory  tone ;  and 
in  the  mean  time,  discontinued  the  payment  of  the  Siiesian 
loan,  which  he  had  charged  himself  with,  by  an  aiticle  in 
the  treaty  of  Breslau*  This  was  a  sum  of  money  amount* 
ing  to  two  hundred  and  ^fty  thousand  pounds,  which  the 
emperor  Charles  VI*  father  of  the  reigning  empress,  had 
borrowed  of  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain,  on  condition  of 
paying  an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  and  mortgaging  the 
silver  mines  of  Silesia  for  the  repayment  of  the  principal* 
These  devolved  to  the  king  of  Prussia  with  this  4ncum* 
brance,  and  he  continued  to  pay  the  interest  punctually  till 
this  juncture,  when  the  payment  was  stopped ;  and  he  pub* 
lished  a  paper,  entitled,  ^^  An  Exposition  of  the  Motives 
*^  which  influenced  his  Conduct  on  this  Occasion*"  In  his 
memorial  to  the  ministry  of  Great  Britain  he  alleged,  that 
eig^een  Prussian  ships,  and  diirty-three  .neutral  vessels,  in 
which  the  subjects  of  Prussia  were  concerned,  had  been 
unjustly  seized  by  English  privateers  :  his  accoiait  of  dam« 
ages  amounted  to  a  very  considerable  sum ;  and  he  demand- 
.ed,  in  the  most  dogmatic  terros>  that  the  affair  should  be 
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finally  diacassed-in  the  term  of  three  monthB  from  die  date 
of  his  remonstrance*  The  exposition  and  memorial  vere 
subjected  to  the  examination  of  the  ablest  civilians  in  Eng- 
land, who  refuted  every  article  of  the  charge  with  equal 
precision  and  perspicuity.  They  proved,  that  captures  by 
sea  fell  properly  under^  the  cognizance  of  those  powers 
under  whose  jurisdiction  the  seizures  were  made;  and, 
therefore,  his  Prussian  majesty  could  not,  consistent  with- 
the  laws  of  nations,  determine  these  disputes  in  his  own 
tribunals.  They  demonstrated,  by  undoubted  evidence,  the 
falsity  of  many  facts  alleged  in  the  memorial,  as  well  as 
the  fairness  of  the  proceedings  by  iM^ich  some  few  of  the 
Prussian  vessels  had  been  condemned ;  and  made  it  appear^ 
that  no  insult  or  injury,  had  been  offered  to  the  subjects  of 
Prussia.  Finally,  they  observed,  that  the  Silesian  loan  Was 
a  private  transaction  of  such  a  nature,  that,  even  if  a  war 
had  happened  between  the  emperor  Charles  VI*  and  his 
Britannic  majeist}'^,  this  must  have  been  held  sacred  and 
inviolable  :  that  when  the  empress  queen  ceded  Sileua  to 
the  king  of  Prussia,  this  monarch  charged  himself  with  th^ 
repayment  of  the  loan,  which,  being  a  private  debt,  and 
transferrable,  was  now  diffused  into  different  countries,  and 
become  the  property  of  many  others  besides  the  subjects  of 
Great  Britain.  They  wound  up  their  chain  of  reasoning 
by  observing,  that,  according  to  agreement  with  the  em- 
peror, the  whole  of  this  loan  should  have  been  repayed  in 
the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty»five; 
whereas  the  complaints  specified  in  the  Prussian  memorial 
were  founded  on  facts  posterior  to  ihat  period.  Whether 
his  Prussian  ms^esty  was  convinced  by  these  reasons,  and 
desisted  from  principle,  orv  thought  proper  to  give,  up  his 
claim  upon  other  political  considerations;  certain  it  is,  he 
no  longer  insisted  upon  *  satisfaction,  but  ordered  the  pay- 
ments of  the  Silesian  loan  to  be  continued  without  further 
interruption :  a  report,  indeed,  was  circulated^  that  advan- 
tage had  been  taken  of  the  demur  by  a  certain  prince*  who 
employed  his  agents  to  buy  up  great  part  of  the  loan  at  a 
considerable  discount. 

$  XVI.  How  much  soever  the  king  of  Prussia  may 
be  the  subject  of  censure  on  this  occasion,  it  must  be  allow- 
ed that,  with  regard  to  his  own  subjects,  he  acted  as  a  wise 
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legislator,  and  the  father  of  his  country.  He  peopled  the 
deserts  of  Pomerania ;  by  encouraging, '  with  royal  boun- 
ties, a  great  number  of  industrious  emigrants  to  settle  in 
that  province  ;  the  face  of  which,  in  a  very^  few  years, 
underwent  'the  most  agreeable  alterations.  Above  sixty 
new  villages  arose  amidst  a  barren  waste,  and  every  part  of 
the  country  exhibited  marks  of  successful  cultivation.  Those 
solitary  and  desolate  plains,  where  nO  human  footsteps  had 
for  many  ages  been  seen,  were  now  converted  into  fields  of 
com.  The  farms  were  regularly  parcelled  out :  the  houses 
multiplied,  and  teemed  with  population :  the  happy  pea-^ 
stints,  sheltered  in  a  peculiar  manner  under  their  king^s 
protection,  sowed  their  grounds  in  peace,  and  reaped  their 
harvests  in  security.  The  same  care  and  indulgence  were 
extended  to  the  unpeopled  parts  of  other  provinces  within 
the  Prussian  dominions,  and  extraordinary  encouragement 
was  granted  to  all  French  protestants  who  could  come  and 
settle  under  the  government  of  this  political  sage. 

§  XVII.  The  courts  of  Vienna  and  Hanover,  still 
employed  their  chief  attention  upon  the  scheme  of  electing  a 
king  of  the  Romsms ;  and  the  elector  of  Ment2,  influenced 
by  the  majority  of  the  college,  had  convoked  an  electoral 
diet  for  that  purpose  f  but  strong  protests  against  this  con* 
vocation  were  entered  by  the  electors  of  Cologn  and  Pala- 
tine, insomuch  that  it  was  thought  expedient  to  conciliate 
this  last,  by  taking  some  steps  in  his  favour,  with  respect  to 
the  satisfaction  he  demanded  from  the  empress  queen  and 
his  Britannic  majesty.  His  claim  upon  the  court  of  Vienna 
amounted  to  three  millions  of  florins,  by  way  of  indemnifi- 
cation for  the  losses  he  had  sustained  during  the  war.  He 
demanded  of  the  king  of  Engltod  twenty  thousand  pounds 
sterling,  for  provision  and  forage  furnished  to  the  British 
troops  while  they  acted  on  the  Maine  \  and  the  like  sums 
for  the  like  purposes  from  the  states  general  of  the  United 
Provinces.  The  empress  queen  could  not  help  remonstra- 
ting against  this  demand  as  exorbitant  in  itself,  and  the 
more  unreasonable,  as  thei  elector  palatine,  at  the  death  of 
her  father,  had  openly  declared  against  the  pragmatic  sanc- 
tion, which  he  had  guaranteed  in  the  most  solemn  manner : 
she,  therefore,  observed,  that  the  damage  he  had  sustained, 
in  consequence  of  that  declaration,  ought  to  be  considered 
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as  the  common  fate  of  war.     These  reasotiS)  though  con- 
clusive and  irrefragable  in  the  usual  way  of  arguing,  made 
no  impression  upon  the  palatine,  who  perfectly  well  under- 
stood his   own  importance,  and  was  determined  to  seize 
this  opportunity  of  turning  it  to  the  best  advantage.     The 
court  of  Vienna,  and  the  maritime  powers,  finding  him 
thus  obstinately  attached  to  his  own  interest,  resolved  to 
bring  him  over  to  their  views  at  any  rate,  and  commenced 
a  negotiation  with  him,  which  produced  a  formal  treaty. 
By   this  convention  his  demands  in  money   were  fixed  at 
twelve  hundred  thousand  Dutch  florins,  to  be  paid  at  three 
instalments,  five  hundred  thousand  by  the  empress  queen, 
and  the  remaining  seven  hundred  thousand  by  the  king  of 
Great  Britain  and  the  states  general,  according  to  the  pro- 
portion established  in  former  treaties.     The  privilege  of 
non  appellendo^  for  the  dutchy  of  Deux-ponts,  was  confirm- 
ed to  his  electoral  highness,  together  with  some  other  rights 
and  pretensions,  in  consideration  of  his  concurring  with  the 
other  electors  in  the  choice  of  a  king  of  the  Romans  to  be 
elected  according  to  the   customs  prescribed  by  the  law& 
and  constitutions  of  the  empire.     He  likewise  engaged  to 
join  them  in  settling  the  articles  of  the  capitulation  with  the 
king  of  the  Romans,  emperor  in  futuro.     Yet,  even  after 
the  concurrence  of  this  prince  was  secured,  the  purposed 
election   proved   abortive,  from  the  strong  objections  that 
were  started,  and  the  strenuous  opposition  which  was  made 
by  his  Prussian  majesty,  who  perhaps  aspired  in  secret  at 
the  Imperial  dignity,  which  the  empress  queen  took  all  this 
pains  to  perpetuate  in  her  own  family.  , 

$  XVIII.  The  king  of  Great  Britain,  returning  from 
the  continetit,   opened    the  session  of  parliament  on    the 
eleventh  day  of.  January"*  with  a  speech,  implying,  that  all 
his  views  and  negotiations  had  been  calculated  and  direct- 
ed to  preserve  and  secure  the  duration  of  a  general  peace^. 
so  agreeable   and  necessary  to  the  welfare  of  all  Europe : 
that  he  had  the  satisfaction  to  be  assured  of  a  good  disposi- 
tion in  all  the  powers  that  were  his  allies,  to  adhere  to  the 
same  salutary  object.     He  exhorted  them  tb  continue  their 
attention  to  the  reduction  of  the  national  debt,  the  augmen- 
tation of  the  sinking  fund,  and  the  improvement  of  .the  pub- 
lic revenu^.     He  reconpi  mended  to  their  serious  considera- 
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tion  what  further  laws  and  regulations  might  be  necessary 
fdr  suppressing  (hose  crimes  and  disorders,  of  which  the" 
public  had  so  justly  cbmplained-:  and  concluded  with  an 
assurance,  that  his  hearty  concurrence  and  endeavours 
should  never  be  wanting  in  any  measure  that  might  promote 
their  welfare  and  prosperity.  The  addresses  in  answer  to 
this  speech  were  couched  in  the  usual  form  qf  implicit 
approbation  :  but  that  of  the  commons  did  not  pass  without 
question.  The  earl  of  E  ■  took  exceptions  to  one  para- 
graph, in  which  they  acknowledged  his  majesty's  wisdom, 
as  well  as  goodness,  in  pursuing  such  measures  as  must 
contribute  to  maintain  and  render  permanent'  the  general 
tranquillity  of  Europe ;  atnd  declared  their  satisfaction  at 
the  assurances  his  majesty  had  received  from  his  allies,  that 
they  were  all  attached  to  the  same  salutary  object.  His 
lordship  expatiated  on  the  absurdity  of  these  compliments 
af  such  a  juncture,  when  the  peace  of  Europe  was  so  pre- 
carious, and  the  English  nation  had  so  much^ause  of  com-' 
plaint  and  dissatisfaqtion.  He  was  seconded  by  some  other 
individuals  who  declaimed  with  great  vivacity  against  con«- 
tinental  connexions  ;  and  endeavoured  to  oppose  the  weak- 
ness and  folly  of  the  whole  system  of  foreign  measures 
which  our  ministry  had  lately  pursued.  It  must  be  owned, 
indeed,  that  they  might  have  chosen  a  better  opportunity  to 
compliment  their  sovereign  on  the  permanency  of  the  peace 
than  at  this  juncture,  when  they  must  have  seen  themselves 
on  the  very  brink  of  a  new  rupture  with  the  most  formidable 
power  in  Europe.  But  the  truth  is,  these  addresses  to  the 
throne  had  been  long  considered  as  compliments  of  course, 
implying  no  more  than  a  respectful  attachment  to  their 
sovereign :  accordingly,  both  houses  agreed  to  their  respec- 
tive addresses  without  division.  The  two  grand  commit- 
tees of  supply  and  of  ways  and  means,  being  established, 
the  business  of  the  house  was  transacted  without  much 
altercation  ;  and  the  people  had  great  reason  to  be  satisfied 
with  their  moderate  proceedings.  Ten  thousand  seamen, 
and  the  usual  number  of  land  forces,  were  retained  for  the 
service  of  the  ensuing  year.  They  provided  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  new  colony  of  Nova  Scotia,  the  civil  estab- 
lishment of  Georgia,  the  support  of  the  castles  on  the  coast 
of  Gurnea,  and   the  erection  of  a  new  fort  at  Anamabo^ 
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where  the  French  had  attempted  to  make  a  settlement ;  apd 
they  enabled  his  majesty  to  fulfil  his  engagements  with  the 
king  of  Poland  and  the  elector  of  Bavaria. 

$  XIX.  The  supplies,  including  grants  for  former 
deficiencies  and  services,  for  which  no  provision  had  been 
made  in  the  course  of  the  last  year,  did  not  exceed  two  mil- 
lions one  hundred  thirty-two  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seven  pounds,  seventeen  shillings,  and  two-pence  halfpenny; 
in  order  to  defray  which  eaipense  they  assigned  the  duty 
on  malt,  &c.  the  land  tax  at  two  shillings  in  the  pound,  tht 
surplus  of  certain  funds  in  the  exchequer,  and  the  sum  of 
four  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  pounds  out  of  the  sink- 
ing fund  ;  so  that  the  exceedings  amounted  to  near  three 
hundred  thousand  pounds/  As  for  the  national  debt  it 
now  stood  at  the  enormous  sum  of  seventy-four  milliona 
three  hundred  sixty-eight  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty- 
one  pounds,  fifteen  shillings,  and  one  penny ;  and  the  sink- 
ing fund  produced  one  million  seven  hundred  tbijrty- five 
thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty-nine  pounds^  six  shillings, 
and  tence-pence  farthing. 

$  XX.  One  of  the  first  measures  iMrought  upon  the 
carpet,  in  the  course  of  this  session,,  was  an  act  containing 
regulations  for  the  better  preservation  of  the  game,  of 
which  so  great  havoc  had  been  made  by  poachers,  imd 
other  persons  unqualified  to  enjoy  that  diversion,  that  the 
total  extirpation ^of  it  was  apprehended. 

§  XXI.  The  next  step  taken  by  the  commons  was  an 
affair  of  much  greater  consequence  to  the  conwm unity,  be- 
ii)g  a  hill  for  obliging  ships  the  oiore  effectually  to  perform 
quarantine,  in  orde^  to  prevent  tl>e  plague  from  being  im- 
ported from  foreign  countries  into  Great  Britain.  For  this 
purpose,  it  was  ordained,  that  if  this  dreadful  visitation 
should  appear  in  any  ship  to  the  northward  of  Cape  Finis- 
terre>  the  master  or  commander  should  immediately  pro- 
ceed to  the  harbour  of  New  Grimsby,  in  one  of  the  isUmds 
of  Scilly,  and  there  communicate  the  discovery  to  some 
officer  of  the  customs ;  who  should,  with  the  first  opportu- 

If 

f  Several  duties,  on  salts  as  well  as  on  red  and  white  heiTxngs  delivered 
out  for  ht^me  consumption  were  rendered  perpetual,  though  subject  to  be  re- 
dieemed  hj  parliament;  and  it  was  provided,  that  the  debt  eontraeted  vpoo  these 
duties  being  discharged,  ail  the  after  produce  of  them  should  become  part  (^  the 
(sinMngiuad.  /  * 
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nity,  transinit  this  intelligence  to  another 'customhouse  offi- 
cer in  the  nearest  port  of  England,  to  be  by  him  forwarded 
1  to  one  of.  his  majesty's  principal  secretaries  of  state.  In 
the  mean  time  the  ship  should  remain  at  the  said  island, 
and  nof  an  individual  presume  to  go  ashore,  until  his  ma- 
jesty's pleasure  should  be  known*  It  was  also  provided, 
that  in  case  the  master  of  a  ship  thus  infected  should  not 
be  able  to  make  the  islands  of  Scilly,  or  be  forced  up  either 
channel  by  violent  winds,  he  should  not  enter  any  frequent- 
ed harbour ;  but  remain  in  some  open  road,  until  he  could 
receive  orders  from  his  majesty,  or  the  privy  council :  that, 
durifig  this  interval,  he  should  avoid  all  intercourse  with 
the  shore,  or  any  person  or  vessel  whatsoever,  on  pain  of 
being  deemed  guilty  of  felony,  and  suiTering  death  without 

I     benefit  of  clergy. 

§  XXII.  In  order  the  more  effectually  to  repress  the 

y  barbarous  practice  of  plundering  ships  which  have  the  mis- 
fortune to  suffer  shipwreck;  a  practice  which  prevailed 
upon  many  different  parts  of  the  British  coast,  to  the  dis- 
grace of  the  nation,  and  the  scandal  of  human  nature ;  a 
bill  was  prepared,  containing  clauses  to  enforce  the  laws 
against  such  savage  delinquents,  who  prowl  along  the  shore^ 
Eke  hungry  wolves,  in  hope  of  preying  upon  their  fellow- 
creatures  ;  and  certain  provisions  for  the  relief  of  the 
unhappy  sufferers.^  When  the  mutiny  bill  fell  under  delib- 
eration, the  earl  of  Egmont  proposed  a  new  clause  for 
empowering  and  requiring  regimental  courts  martial  to 
examine  witnesses  upon  oath  in  all  their  trials.  The  prd* 
posal  occasioned  a  debate,  in  which  the  ministry  were 
pretty  equally  divided ;  but  the  clause  was  disapproved  by 
the  majority,  and  this  annual  bill  was  enacted  into  a  law 
tvitfadot  any  alteration. 

§  XXIII.  The  next  bill  was  framed  in  consequence 
of  divers  petitions  presented  by  the  exporters  of  com,  who 
complained  that  the  bounties  were  not  paid,  and  prayed 

g  By  the  new  law,  the  clerk  of  the  peace  in  t^e  county  -where  the  crime 
shall  be  committed  is  obliged,  upon  receiving  proper  information,  to  prosecute  the 
Qifendcrs-  at  the  expense  of  the  county.  It  was  likewise  proposed,  that  in  ease 
]M>  prosecution  of  this  nature  sImkiM  be  commenced  within  a  certain  limited' time 
adcr  the  initfipUiiioa  should  have  been  legally  given,  in  that  case  the  county  mijriit 
ba^sued  b^the  penton  who  had  sustain^  Uie  damage,  and  oliliged  to  indemnify 
him  for  hia  loss :  but  tha  clause  was  rejected  by  the  majcMrity ;  and  the  bill,  having 
made  its  way  through  both  houses,  received  ^he  royal  asseut.        / 
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that  the  house  would  make  proper  provision  for  that  pur- 
pose. A  bill  was  accordingly  brought  in,  importing,  that 
interest  after  the  rate  of  three  per  cent,  should  be  allowed 
upon  every  debenture  for  the  bounty  on-  the  exportation  of 
com,  payable  by  the  receiver  general  or  cashier  of  the  cus- 
toms, until  the  principal  could  be  discharged  out  of  such 
custom^  or  duties  a3  are  appropriated  for  the  payment  of 
this  bounty.  This  premium  on  the  exportation  of  com 
ought  not  to  be  granted,  "except  when  the  lowness  of  the 
marketprice  in  Great  Britain  proves  that  there  is  a  super- 
abundance in  the  kingdom ;  otherwise  the  exporter  will 
find  his  account  in  depriving  our  own  labourers  of  their 
bread,  in  order  to  supply  our  rivals  at  an  easier  rate :  for 
example,  suppose  wheat  in  England  should  sell  for  tifenty 
shillings  a  quarter,  the  merchant  might  export  into  France, 
and  afford  it  to  the  people  of  that  kingdom  for  eighteen 
shillings,  because  the  bounty  on  exportation  would,  even  at 
that  rate,  aiFord  him  a  considerable  advantage. 

$  XXIV.  A  great  number  of  merchants  having  pre- 
sented petitions  from  different  parts  of  the  kingdom,  repre- 
senting that  the  trade  of  Turkey  was  greatly  decreased, 
ascribing  this  diminution'  to  the  exclusive  charter  enjoyed 
by  a  monopoly,  and  praying  that  the  trade  might  be  laid 
open  to  all  his  majesty's  subjects,  one  of  the  members  for 
Liverpool  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  this  pur- 
pose. Such  a  measure  had  been  twice  before  proposed 
without  success ;  but  now  it  was  adopted  without  opposi- 
tion. A  bill  was  immediately  introduced;  and,* notwith- 
standing all  the  interest  and  efforts  of  the  Turkey  company, 
who  petitioned  the  house  against  it,  and  were  heard  by 
their  counsel,  it  passed  through  both  houses,  and  received 
the  royal  sanction.  By  this  regulation  any  British  subject 
may  obtain  the  freedom  of  the  Turkey  company,  by  pay- 
ing or  rendering  a  fine  of  twenty  pounds;  and  all  the 
members  are  secured  from  the  tyranny  of  oppressive  by- 
laws, contrived  by  any  monopolizing  cabal.^ 

h  Several  other  bills  were  passed — one  for  regulating  the  number  of  pub* 
lie  houses,  ami  the  moi<e  easy  eonviotion  of  persons  selling  ale  and  stmn|;  liquora 
IV  illiout  license;  an  acfwhi^h  empowered  the  justices  of  ]>^aee  to  tyrannize  over 
their  fellow  iiiibjecta — a  second,  enabling  the  magistrates  of  Edinburgh  toimproTe^ 
enlarge,  and  adorn  the  avenues  and  straets  of  that  city»  aeoortling  to  a  concerted 
^Ian>  to  be  executed  by  voluntary  subscription — a  third,  allowing  tke  exportatioa 
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§  XXV.  But  this  session  was  chiefly  distingubhed  by 
an  act  for  naturalizing  Jews,  and  sr  bill  for  the  better  pre- 
venting clandestine  marriages.     The  first  of  these  which 
passed  without  much  opposition  in  the  house  .of  lords,  from 
which  it  descended  to  die  commons,  was.  entitled,  *'  An  Act 
^^  to  permit  persons  professing  the  Jewish  Religion  to  be 
*'  naturalized  by  Parliament,  and  for  other  purposes  thei^ein 
"  mentioned."      It   was  supported  by   some   petitions  of 
merchants  and  manufacturers^  who,  upon  examination,  ap^' 
peared  to  be  Jews,  or  their  dependents ; ,  and  countenanced 
by  the  ministry,  who  thought  they  foresaw,  in  the  conse- 
quences of  such  a  naturalization,  a  great  accession  to  the 
moneyed  interest,  and  a  considerable  increase  of  their  own 
influence  among  the  individuals  of  nhat, community.    They 
boldly  afiirmed,  that  such  a  law  would  greatly  conduce  to 
the  advantage  of  the  nation ;  that  it  would  encourage  per- 
sons of  wealth  to  remove  with  their  effects  from  foreign 
parts  into  Great  Britain,  increase  the  commerce  and  the 
credit  of  the  kingdom,  and  set  a  laudable  example  of  indus- 
try, temperance,  and  frugality.     Such,  however,  were  not 
the  sentiments  of  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and  commons 
of  the  city  of  London  in  common  council  assembled,  who^ 
in  a  ^petition  to  parliament,  expressed  their  apprehension 
that  the  bill,  if  passed  into  a  law,  would  tend  greatly  to  the 
dishonour  of  the  christian  religion,  endanger  the  excellent 
constitution,  and  be  highly  prejudicial  to  the  interest  sind 
trade  of  the  kingdom  in  general,  and  of  the  city  of  London 
in  particular.     Another  petition  to  the  same  purpose  was 
next  day  presented  to  the  house,  subscribed  by  merchants 
alid  trader's   of  the   city  of  London;  who,   among  other 
allegations,  observed,   that .  the   consequences    of   such  a 
naturalization  would  greatly  affect  their  trade  and  com- 
merce with  foreign  nations,  particularly  with  Spain  and 
Portugal.     Counsel  was  heard,  evidence  examined,  and  the 
bill  produced  violent  debates,  in  which  there  seemed  to  be 
more  passiqn  than  patriotism,  more  declamation  than  argu- 
ment.    The  adversaries   of  the  bill  affirmed,  that  such  a 
naturalization  would  deluge  the '  kingdom  with  brokers, 

of  iHX)l  and  woollen  yarn  from  Ireland  into  any  port  in  Great  Britain — and  a 
fourth,  pre^ribing  the  breadth  of  the  wheels  belonging  to  heary  earriages,  tllfat 
^eiiigfa  roadief  Uie  kingdom^  jstught  Ibe  ^  better  preie^^ed. 
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miscreants,  the  reluse  of  the  clergy,  dead  to  every  seau- 
ment  of  virtue^  abaodoned  to  ittl  sense  of  deeeiwy  aad  deco- 
rum, for  the  most  part  priaooera  for  debt  or  deliaqueiiey^ 
asnd  indeed  the  very  outcasts  of  human  socie^,  who  hovered 
about  the  verge  of  the  Fleet  prisim  to  intercept  castomef^, 
{dying  like  porters  for  em{doyment,  and  peffformed  the  cere^ 
mony  of  marriage  without  license  or  question,  in  cellai a« 
garrets,  or  alehousea,  to  the  scandal  of  religion » and  the  dis-- 
grace  of  that  order  which  they  professed*  The  ease  with 
which  thia  ecclesiast^al  sanction  was  obtained,  and  the 
vicious  dipoaition  of  those  wretches,  open  to  the  practices  of 
fkaud  and  corruptioik,  were  productive  of  polygamy^  indi* 
geace,  conjugal  in&delity,  prostitution,  and  every  curse  that 
oottkl  imbittM  the  married  atate.  A  remarkable  case  of 
4iU  nature  having  fallen  under  the  cognizance  of  the  peers^. 
in  an  aj^eal  from  an  inferior  tribunal^  that  house  ordered 
tike  judges  to  prepare  a  new  bill  for  preventing  such  abu^a ; 
and  one  was  accordingly  framed,  under  the  auspices  of  lord 
Uaidwicke,  at  that  time  lord  high  chancellor  of  England.  In 
order  to  anticipate  the  bad  effects  of  dandesmie  n^arriages, 
this,  new  statute  enacted,  that  the  bands  should  be  regularly 
|wd>Uahed,  three  successive  Sundays,  in  the  church  of  the 
parish  where  the  parties  dwell :  that  no  license  should  be 
granted  to  marry  in  any  ]^ace,  where  one  of  the  parties  has 
a0t  dwelt  at  least  a  month,  except  a  special  license  by  the 
archbishop:  that  if  any  marriiage  shoidd  be  aolemni^ed  in 
any  oth^r  place  than  a  church  or  a  ch^iel,  without  a  special 
Ucense  :  or,  in  a  public  chapel,  without  havmg  published 
dse  banns,  or  obtained  a  license  of  scune  person  properly 
quali&ed,  the  marriage  should  he  void,  and  the  person  wher 
soteasnised  it  transported  for  seven  years :  tha^  mcarriages^ 
by  license,  of  parties  under  age,  without  consent  of  pareait 
or  guardian,  should  be  null  and  void,  unless  the  party  under 
age  be  a  widow,  and  the  parent  refusmg  consent  a  widow 
married  again :  that  when  the  consent  of  a  mother  or 
guardian  is  refused  from  caprice,  or  »ucJ^pa«i«  or  guardian 
be  non  eompos  mentis^  or  beyond  sea,  the  minor  should  have 
mcourse  for  relief  to  the  court  of  chancery :  that  no  suit 
should  be  commenced  to  compel  a  celebration  of  marris^^ 
upon  pretence  of  any  contract :  that  all  marriages  should  be 
•otemni^ed  before  two  witnesses,  and  an  entry  be  made  in  a 
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took  kept  ^for^  that  purpose,*  whether  it  wa«  by  fancds  or 
license,  whether  either  of  the  parties  was  under  age,  or  the 
marriage  celebrated  with  the  consent  of  parent  or  guardian ; 
and  this  entry  to  be  signed  by  the  minister,  the  parties,  and 
^  the  witnesses :  that  a  false  license  or  certificate,  or  destroy- 
ing register  books,  should  be  deemed  felony,  either  in  prin* 
cjpal  or  accessary,  and  punisbied  with  death*  Tbe  bill, 
when  first  considered  in  the  lower  h^se,  gave  rise  to  a 
variety  jof  debates ;  in  which  the  members  appeared  to  be 
divided  rather  according  to  their  real  sentiments,  than  by 
the  rules  of  any  political  distinction :  for  some  principal 
servants  of  the  government  freely  differed  in  opinion  from 
the  minister,  who  countenanced  the  bill;  while,  on  the 
other  hand,  he  was,  on  this  occasion,  supported  by  certain 
chiefs  of  the  opposition,  and  the  disputes  were  maintaiped 
with  extraordinary  eagerness  and  warmth.  The  principal 
objections  imported,  that  such  restrictions  on  nmrriagt 
would  damp  the  spirit  of  love  and  propagation ;  promott 
mercenary  matches,  to  the  ruin  of  domestic  happiness,  at 
well  as  to  the  prejudice  of  posterity  and  population ;  im* 
pede  the  circulation  of  property,  by  pneservin|^  the  wealth 
of  the  kingdom  among  a  kind  of  aristocracy  of  opulent 
families,  who  would  always  intermarry  within  their  owa 
pale ;  subject  the  poor  to  many  inccmveniencee,  and  extras 
ordinary  expense,  from  the  nature  of  the  forms  to  be 
observed ;  and  throw  an  additional  power  into  the  hands  qf 
the  chancellor.  They  affirmed,  that  no  human  power  had 
a  right  to  dissolve  a  vow  solemnly  made  in  the  sight  of 
heaven :  and  that,  in  proportion  as  the  bill  prevented  clan- 
destine marriages,  it  would  encourage  fornication  and  d«^ 
bauchery,  insomuch  as  the  parties  restrained  from  indulging 
their  mutual  passions  in  an  honourable  naanner,  would  be 
tempted  to  gratify  them  by  stealth,  at  the  hazard  of  their 
reputation.  In  a  word,  they  foresaw  a  great  number  of 
evils  in  the  train  of  this  bill,  which  have  not  yet  been  reaU 
ized.  On  the  other  side,  its  advocates  endeavoured  to 
refute  these  arguments,  and  some  of  them  spoke  with  p'cat 
strength  and  precision*  The  bill  underwent  a  great  num- 
ber of  alterations  and  amendments  t  which  were  not  effected 
without  violent  contest  and  altercation*  At  length,  how- 
ever, it  was  floated  thtotigh  both  houses  on  the  tide  of  a 
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great  majority,  and  steered  into  the  safe  harbour  of  rofal 
approbation.  Certain  it  is,  the  abuse  of  clandestine  mar- 
riage might  have  been  removed  upon  much  easier  terms 
than  those  imposed  upon  the  subject  by  this  bill,  which, 
after  all,  hath  been  found  ineffectual,  as  it  may  be  easily 
eluded  by  a  short  voyage  to  the  continent,  or  a  moderate 
journey  to  North  Britain,  where  the  indissoluble  knot  may 
be  tied  without  scruple  or  interruption. 

$  XXVIL  Over  and  above  these  new  statutes  there 
were  some  other  subjects  which  occasionally  employed  the 
attention  of  the  commons ;  such  as  the  state  of  the  British 
sugar  colonies,  which  was  considered,  in  consequence  of 
petitions  presented  by. the  sugar  refiners  and  grocers  of 
London,  Westminster,  and  Bristol,  complaining  of  the  ex- 
orbitant price  demanded  and  given  for  sugars  imported  from 
Jamaica ;  desiring  that  the  proprietors  of  land  in  Jamaica 
might  be  obliged  to  cultivate  greater  quantities  of  ground 
for  raising  sugar  canes,  or  that  they  (the  petitioners)  might 
have  leave  to  import  muscovado  sugars  from  other  counr 
tries,  when  the  price  of  those  imported  from  Jamaica  should 
exceed  a  certain  rate.  This  remonstrance  was  taken  into 
consideration  bv  a  committee  of  the  whole  bouse ;  and  a 
great  number  of  evidences  and  papers  being  examined,  they 
resolved,  that  the  peopling  of  Jamaica  with  white  inhabi- 
tants, and  cultivating  the  lands  thereof,  would  be  the  most 
proper  measure  for  securing  that  island,  and  increasing  the 
trade  and  navigation  between  it  and  Great  Britain,  and 
other  parts  of  his  majesty's  dominions  :  that  the  endeavours 
hitherto  used  by  the  legislature  of  Jamaica  to  increase  the 
number  of  white  inhabitants,  and  enforce  the  cultivatiou  of 
lands,  in  the  manner  that  might  best  conduce  to  the  security 
and  defence  of  that  island,  had  not  been  effectual  for  these 
purposes.  The  house  ordered  a  bill  to  be  founded  on  these 
resolutions;  but  this  was  postponed,  until  the  ministry 
should  receive  more  full  information  touching  the  true  state 
of  that  island.  The  planters  of  Jamaica  laboured  under 
many  grievances  and  hardships,  from  divers  heavy  imposi- 
tions and  restrictions ;  and  a  detail  of  these  was  transmit- 
^ted  in  a  representation  to  his  majesty,  which  was  referred 
to  the  consideration  of  the  commissioners  of  trade  and 
plantations.     The  cause  of  the  pkmters  was  defended  vigor 
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rouslj^,  and  maAaged  ia  th^  bouse  of  commons  by  alderman 
Beckford,  a  geiuleman  of  vast  possessions  in  the  island  of 
Jamaica,  who  perfectly  well  understood,  and  strenuously 
supported  the  interest  of  that  his  native  country*  , 

$  XXVIII.  Abortive  also  proved  the  attempt  to  estab- 
lish' a  law  for  keeping  an  annual  register  of  marriages, 
births,  deaths,  the  individuals  who  received  alms,  and  the ' 
U^l  number  of  people  in  Great  Britain.  A  bill  for  this 
purpose  was  presented  by  Mr.  Potter,  a  gentleman  of  preg- 
nant parts,  and  spirited  elocution :  who,  enumerating  the 
advantages  of  such  a  law,  observed,  that  it  would  ascertain 
the  number  of  the  people,  and  the  collective  strength  of  the 
nation ;  consequently,  point  out  those  places  where  there  is 
a  defect  or  excess  of  population,  and  certainly  determine 
whether  a  general  naturalization  would  be  advantageous  or 
prejudicial  to  the  community;  that  it  would  decide  what 
number  of  men  might,  on  any  sudden  emergency,  be  levied 
for  the  defence  of  the  kingdom ;  and  whether  the  nation  is 
gainer  or  loser,  by  sending  its  natives  to  settle,  and  our 
troops  to  .  defend  distant  colonies ;  that  it  would  be  the 
means  of  establishing  a  local  administration  of  civil  govern- 
ment, or  a  poUce  upon  certain  fixed  principles,  the  want  of 
which  hath  been  long  a  reproach  to  the  nation,  a  security  to 
vice,  and  an  encouragement  to  idleness ;  that  in  many  cases 
where  all  other  evidence  is  wanting,  it  would  enable  suitors 
to  recover  their  right  in  courts  of  justice,  facilitate  an  equal 
and  equitable  assessment  in  raising  the  present  taxes,  and 
laying  future  impositions;  specify  the  lineal  descents,  rela- 
tiicms,  and  alliances  of  families ;  lighten  the  intolerable  bur- 
dens incurred  by  the  public,  from  innumerable  and  absurd 
regulations  relating  to  the  poor:  provide  for  them  by  a 
more  equal  exertion  of  humanity,  and  effectually  screen 
them  from  all  risk  of  perishing  by  hunger,  cold,  cruelty, 
and  oppression.  Whether  such  a  law  would  have  answered 
the  sanguine  expectations  of  its  patron,  we  shall  not  pretend 
to  determine ;  though,  in  our  opinion,  it  must  have  been 
attended  with  very  salutary  consequences,  particularly  in 
restraining  the  hand  of  robbery  and  violence,  in  detecting 
fraud,  bridling  the  ferocity  of  a  licentious  people,  and  estab- 
lishing a  happy  system  of  order  and  subordination.  At  first 
the  bill  met  with  little  opposition,  except  from  Mr.  Thorn- 
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ton,  member  for  the  city  of  York,  who  invelglied  against  it 
with  great  fervour,  as  a  measure  that  savoured  of  French 
policy,  to  which  the  English  nation  ever  had  the  utmost 
aversion.  He  affirmed,  that  the  method  in  which  it  was 
proposed  this  register  should  be  kept  would  furnish  the  ene- 
mies of  Great  Britain  with  continual  opportunities  of  know* 
ing  the  strength  or  weakness  of  the  nation ;  that  it  wotdd 
empower  an  ill  designing  minister  to  execute  any  scheme 
subversive  pf  public  liberty,  invest  parish  and  petty  officers 
of  the  peace  with  exorbitant  powers,  and  cost  the  nation 
about  fifty  thousand  pounds  a  year  to  carry  the  scheme  inio 
execution*  These  arguments,  which  we  apprehend^  are 
extremly  frivolous  and  inconclusive,  had  great  weight  with 
a  considerable  number,  who  joined  in  Ae  opposition,  while 
the  ministry  stood  neutral.  Nevertheless,  after  having  un<* 
dergoucr  some  amendments,  it  was  conveyed  to  the  lords,by 
whom  it  was,  at  the  second  reading,  thrown  out,  as  a  scheme 
of  v».r}'  dangerous  tendency.  The  legislature  of  Great  Bri* 
tain  have,  on  some  occasions,  been  more  startled  at  thedis*- 
tant  shadow  of  a  bare  possibility,  than  at  tlie  real  approach 
of  the  most  dangefx>us  innovation. 

^  XXIX.  From  the  usual  deliberations  on  civil  and 
commercial  concerns,  the  attention  of  the  parliament,  which 
had  seldom  or  never  turned  upon  literary  avocations,  was 
called  off  by  an  extraordinary  subject  of  this  nature.  Sir 
Hans  Sloane,  the  celebrated  physician  and  naturalist, 
well  known  through  all  the  civilized  countries  of  Europe 
for  his  ample  collection  of  rarities,  culled  from  the  animal, 
vegetable,  and  mineral  kingdoms,  as  well  as  of  antiquities 
and  curiosities  of  art,  had  directed,  in  his  last  will,  that  this 
valuable  museum,  together  with  his  numerous  library, 
should  be  offered  to  the  parliament,  for  the  use  of  the  public, 
in  consideration  of  their  paying  a  certoin  sum,  in  com- 
pensation, to  his  heirs.  His  terms  were  embraced  by 
the  commons,  who  agreed  to  pay  twenty  thousand  pounds 
for  the  whole,  supposed  to  be  worth  four  times  that  sum ; 
and  a  bill  was  prepared  for  purchasihg  this  museum, 
together  with  the  Harleian  collection  of  manuscripts,  so 
denominated  from  its  founder,  Robert  Harley,  earl  of 
Oxford,  lord  high  treasurer  of  England,  and  now  offered  to 
the  public  by  his  daughter,,  the  dutchess  of  Portland.     It 
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Vfta  proposed^  tltat  these  piircfaases  should  be  joined  to  the 
fianous  Cottoiiiaii  Kbraty^  and  a  suitable  repositoiy  provi- 
ded for  them  and  the"  king's  library,  which  had  long  laiit 
neglected  and  exposed  to  the  injuries  of  the  w'eather  in  the 
old  dormitory  at  Westminster.  Accordingly,  trustees  and 
governors,  consisting  of  the  most  eminent  persons  of  the 
kingdom,  were  appointed,  and  regulationa  established  for 
the  mmiagement  of  this  noble  museum^  which  was  deposit- 
ee^ in  Montagu  house,  one  of  the  most  magnificent  edifices 
in  England,  where  it  is  subjected,  without  reserve,  to  the 
view  of  the  public,  under  certain  necessary  restrictions,  and 
exhibits  a  glorious  monument  of  national  taste  and  liber- 
ality.* In  the  beginning  of  June  the  session  of  parliament 
was  closed  by  bis  majesty,  who  mentioned  nothing  particu- 
lar in  his  speech,  but  that  the  state  of  foreign  affairs  had 
suffered  no  alteration  since  their  meeting. 

%  XXX.  The  genius  of  the  English  people  is  perhaps 
incompatible  with  a  state  of  perfect  tranquillity;  if  it  is  not 
ruffled  by  foreign  provocations,  or  agitated  by  unpopular 
measures  of  domestic  administration,  it  will  undergo  tem- 
porary fermentations  from  the  turbulent  ingredients  inhe- 
rent in  its  own  constitution.  Tumults  are  excited,  and 
faction  kindled  into  rage  and  inveteracy,  by  incidents  of 
the  most  frivolous  nature.  At  this  juncture  the  metropolis 
of  England  was  divided  and  discomposed  in  a  surprising 
tnanner,  by  a  dispute  in  itself  of  so  little  consequence  to 
the  community,  that  it  could  not  deserve  a  place  in  a  gen- 
eral histor}'',  if  it  did  not  serve  ta  convey  a  characteristic 
idea  of  the  English  nation.  In  the  beginning  of  the  year 
aaa  obscure  damsel,  of  low  degree,  whose  name  was  Eliza-^ 
bethCanning,  promulgated  a  report,  which  in  a  little  time 
attracted  the  attention  of  the  public.  She  affirmed,  that 
on  the  first  day  of  the  new  year,  at  night,  she  was  seized 

i  The  lil>nirT  of  sir  Hant  Sloane  eonshted  of  above  flfly  thousand  voliirae% 
including  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  books  of  drawings  and  three  thousand  fivcL 
hundred  and  sixteen  manuscripts,  besides  a  multitude  of  prints.  The  museum 
comprehended  an  infinite  number  of  medals,  coins,  urns,  utensils,  seals,  cameos, 
inta^ios,  precious  stones,  vessels  of  agate  and  jasper,  chi'jstals,  spars,  fossils, 
metals,  minerals,  <)^8)  earths,  sands,  saiu,  bitumens,  sulphurs,  ainb«r,  arabergrise, 
talcs  mirsB,  testacca,  corals,  siionges,  echini,  eehenites,  astenas,  twchi,  crustatia, 
a|etl^  raarinw,  fishes,  birds,  eggs,  and  nests,  vipers,  seqients,  quadrupeds,  insect^ 
liuman  calcula,  anatomical  preparations  seeds,  gums,  roots,  dried  plants,  pictures 
di-awini^s,  and  mathematical  instruments.  All  these  articles,  with  a  Short  aeoount 
of  eA«:h,  are  aipeeified  \\\  tljiiij^-eig^jt  voim^es  in  Colio^  aud  ei^ltf  in  quarto. 
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under  Bedlam  wall  by  two  ruffians,  who  haVkig  atrtpped 
her  of  her  upper  apparel,  secured  her  mouth  with  a  gag, 
and  threatened  to  murder  her  should  she  make  the  leai^ 
noise ;  that  they  conveyed  her  on  foot  about  ten  miles,  to  a 
place  called  Eniieldwash,  and  brought  her  to  the  house  of 
one  Mrs,  Wells,  where  she  was  pillaged  of  her  stays ;  and, 
because  she  refused  to  turn  prostitute,  confined  in  a  cold, 
damp,  separate,  and  unfurnished  apartment;  where  she 
remained  a  whole  month,  without  any  other  sustenance 
than  a  few  stale  crusts  of  bread,  and  about  a  gallon  of 
water;  till  at  length  she  forced  her  way  through  a  window, 
and  ran  home  to  her  mother's  house,  almost  naked,  in  Ae 
night  of  the  twenty-ninth  of  January.  This  story,  impro- 
bable and  unsupported,  operated  so  strongly  on  the  passions 
of  the  people  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Aldermanbury,  where 
Canning's  mother  lived,  and  particularly  among  fanatics  of 
all  denpminations,  that  they  raised  voluntary  contributions, 
with  surprising  eagerness,  in  order  to  bring  the  supposed 
delinquents  to  justice.  Warrants  were  granted  for  appre- 
hending Wells,  who  kept  the  house  at  Enfieldwash,  and  her 
accomplices,  the  servant  maid,  whose  name  was  Virtue 
Hall,  and  one  Squires,  an  old  gipsey  woman,  which  last 
was  charged  by  Canning,  of  having  robbed  her  of  her 
stays.  Wells,  though  acquitted  of  the  felony,  was  pun- 
ished as  a  bawd.  'Hall  turned  evidence  for  Canning,  but 
afterwards  recanted.  Squires,  the  gipsey,  was  convicted 
of  the  robbery,  though  she  produced  undoubted  evidence 
to  prove  that  she  was  at  Abbotsbury  in  Dorsetshire  that 
very  night  in  which  the  felony  was  said  to  be  committed, 
and  Canning  and  her  friends  fell  into  divers  contradictions 
during  the  course  of  the  trial.  By  this  time  the  prepos- 
session of  the  common  people  in  her  favour  had  risen  to 
such  a  pitch  of  enthusiasm,  that  the  most  palpable  truths 
which  appeared  on  the  other  side,  had  np  other  eflFect  than 
that  of  exasperating  them  to  the  most  dangerous  degree  of 
rage  and  revenge.  Some  of  the  witnesses  for  Squires, 
though  persons  of  unblemished  character,  were  so  intimi- 
dated, that  they  durst  not  enter  the  court;  and  those  who 
had  resolution  enough  to  give  evidence  in  her  behalf,  ran 
the  risk  of  assassination  from  the  vulgar  that  surrounded 
the   place.     On  this  occasion,  sir   Crisp   Gascoyne,  lord 
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.wajor  of  London,  behaved  with  that  laudable  courage  and 
humanity  which  ought  ever  to  distinguish  the  chief  magis* 
trate  of  such  a  ineti;opolis.     Considering  the  improbability 
of  the  charge,  the  heat,  partiality,  and  blind  enthusiasm 
with  which  it  was  prosecuted,  and  being  convinced  of  the 
old  woman's  innocence  by  a  great  number  of  affidavits, 
voluntarily  sent  up  from  the  country  by  persons  of  unques- 
tionabde  credit,  he,  in  conjunction  with  some  other  worthy 
citizens,  resolved  to  oppose  ^e  torrent'  of  vulgar  prejudice. 
Application  was  made  to  the  thrcme  for  m^rcy/.  the  case  was 
referred  to  the  attorney  and  solicitor  general,  who,  having 
examined  the  evidences  on  both  sides,  made  their  report  in 
favour  of  Squires  to  the  king  and  council ;  and  this  poor 
old  creature  was  indulged  with  his  majesty's  pardon.    TTiis 
affair  was  now  swelled  up  into  such  a  faction  as  divided 
tl^  greater  p^rt  of  the  kingdom,  including  the  rich  as  well 
as  the  poor,  the  high  as  well  as  the  humble.     Pamphlets 
and  pasquinades  were  published  on  both  sides  of  the  dis- 
pute, which  became  the  general  topic  of  conversation  in  all 
assemblies,  and  people  of  all  ranks  espoused  one  or  other 
party  witft  as  much  warmth  and  animosity  as  »had  ever 
inflamed  the  whigs  and  tories,  even  at  the  most  rancocous 
period  of  their  opposition.      Subscriptions  were  opened, 
and  large  sums  levied^  on  one  side,  to  prosecute  for  perjury 
the  persons  on  whose  evidence  the  pardon  had  been  grant* 
ed.     On  the  other  hand,  those  who  had  interested  them- 
selves for  the  gipsey,  refeolved  to  support  her  vwitnesses, 
and,  if  possible,  detect  the  imposture  pf  Canning.     Bills  of 
perjury  were  pa-eferred  on- both  sides*     The  evidences  for 
Sfi^u'es  wer^  tried  and  acquitted ;  at  first  Canning  abscond- 
ed ;  but  afterwards  surrendered  to  take  her  trial,  and  being, 
after  a  long  hearing,  found  guilty,  was  transported  to  the 
British  coloniesf     The  zeal  of  her  friends,  however,  seem* 
ed  to  be  inflamed  by  her  conviction;  and  those  who  carried 
on  the  prosecution  against  her  were  insulted,  even  to  the 
danger  of  their  lives.     They  supplied  her  with  necessaries 
of  all  sorts,  paid  for  her  transportation  in  a  private  ship, 
,  where  she  enjoyed  ail  the  comforts  and  conveniences  that 
could  be  afforded  in  that  situation,  and  furnished  her  with 
such  reccrtamendations  as  secured  to  her  a  very  ajrecable 
receptidii  ini  New  England. 

Vol.  III.  IT 
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§  XXXI.  Next  to  this  very  rcmaricaUe  traoisaction, 
die  lacideBt  that  prmet|mlly  dbtinguislml  tbU  year  ia  jLag- 
Iimd,  was  die  cxcculioB  of  Dn  Archibald  Cameron,  a  native 
of  North  Britain,  and  brother  to  Cameron  of  Lochiel, 
chief  of  that  muncarous  and  warlike  tribe,  who  had  taken 
the  field  with  the  prince  pretender*  After  the  battle  erf* 
CuUoden,  where  he  was  dangerously  wonfided,  he  fouad^ 
means  to  escape  to  the  continent.  His  brother,  the  doctor, 
had  accompanied  him  in  all  his  expeditions,  though  not  in  a 
military  capacity,  and  was  included  with  him  in  the  act  of 
attainder  passed  against  those  who  h9d  been  concerned  in 
the  rebellion.  Notwithstanding  the  imminent  danger  at* 
tending  such  an  attempt,  the  doctor  returned  privately  to 
Scotlandv  io  order  (as  it  was  reported)  to  recover  a  sum  of 
money  belonging  to  the  pretender,  which  had  been  embez- 
stled  by  his  adh^xnts  in  that  countiy.,  Whatever  may  have 
been  his  inducement  to  revisit  his  native  country  under  such 
a  predicament,  certain  it  is,  he  was  discovered^  apprehend- 
ed, conducted  to  London,  confined  in  the  Tower,  examined 
by  the  privy  council,  and  produced  in  th^  court  ot  king's 
bench,  where  bis  identity  being  proved  by  several  witnesses, 
he  received  sentence  of  death,  and  was  executed  at  Tyburn. 
The  terror  and  resentment  of  the  people,  occasioned  by  the 
rebellion,  having  by*  this  time  subuded,  their  humane  pss« 
sions  did  not  fail  to  operate  in  favour  of  this  unfortunate 
gentleman :  their  pity  was  mingled  with  esteem,  arising 
from  his  personal  character,  which  was  altogether  unblem- 
ished, and  his  deportment  on  this  occasion,  which  they 
could  not  help  admiring,  as  the  standard  of  manly  fortitude 
and  decorum.  The  populace,  though  not  very  subject  to 
teodei*  emotions,  were  moved  to  compassion  smd  even  to 
tears,  by  Ma  behaviotu-  at  the  place  of  execution ;  and  many 
sincere  wellwishers  to  the  present  establishment  thought 
that  the  sacrifice  of  thb  victim,  at  such  a  juncture,  coidd 
ndt  redound  either  to  its  honour  or  security. 

$  XXXI  I.  The  turbulent  spirit,  which  is  never  totafiy 
extinguished  in  this  iskmd,  manifested  itself  in  sundry 
tumults  that  broke  oast  in  different  parts  of.  Sooth  Britain. 
The  price  of  {^vision,  and  bread  in  particular,  bemg  raised 
to  an  exorbitant  rate,  in  consequence  of  an  absiiyd  ei^orta-^ 
tion  of  corn,  for  the  sake  of  the  bounty,  a  formidaU^  body 
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fif  colfiers^ aad  other  labouring  people,  ndsed  as  lutmrection 
at  Bristol)  begaa  tb  plonda-  the  com  vetacla  in  the  harbour, 
and  commit  such  outrages  hi  the  city,  tbat^the  magiatnites 
were  obliged  to  have  recoiuve  to  the  military  power*  A 
troop  of  dragoons  were  sent  to.  their  assistance,  and  the 
ittsargents  ivere  quelled,  thouf^  not  without  some  blood- 
>sfaed.  Commotions  of  the  same  kixtd  were  excited  in 
Yorkshire,  Manchester,  and  several  other  places  in  the 
northern  counties.  At  Leeds,  a  detachment  of  the  king's 
•troops  were  obliged  in  their  own  defence  to  fire  upon  the 
rioters,  eight  or  nine  of  whom  were  killed  on  the  spot ; 
and,  indeed,  so  litde  care  had  been  taken,  to  restrain  the 
liccsitious  insolence  of  the  vulgar  by  pix^r  laws  and  ref- 
lations, duly  executed  under  the  eye  of  civil  nti|gistr90^, 
that  a  military  power  was  found  absc^otsiy  neeesMry  to 
maintain  the  peace  of  the  kingdom* 

$  XXXIII.  The  tranquillity  of  the  contittent  was  nti^ 
endangered  by  any  new  contest  or^.disturbdlTccF:  yet  the 
.breach  between  the  clergy  and  the  paiitamoiit  of  Paris  was 
every  day  more  and  more  widened,  and  the  people  were 
pretty  equally  divided  between  soperstflioii  and  a  r^gafd 
for  civil  Uberty.  The  parltameot  iiaving  tauied  divert 
ecclesiastics  to  be  appreh^ided,  for  kaviag  refused  to 
admimster  the  sacraments  to  persons  in  extrefiiity,  who 
refused  to  stibscribe  to  the  butt  Uiiigenitus^  idl.of  tbetb 
declared  they  acted  a<;:cordiog  to  the  difectioti  of  Ihe  ardlh 
Hshop  of  Paris.  Atpplicatio»  being  made  to  thift  haugti/i^ 
prelate,  be  treated  the  depui^s  of  the  paifliameat  with  iht 
flsost  superalious  contempt,  and  even  seemed  to  brave  the 
power  and  atithority  of  that  body.  They^  on  the  other 
hand,,  proceeded  to  take  cogaixaiice  of  the  recusant  clergy^, 
vmtSk  their  sovereign  ordered  them  to  deskti.  Then  they 
presented  remonstrances  to  his  n^tjesQr,  remniding  him  of 
^eir  privileges,  and  the  duty  of  dieir  station,  which  obliged 
them  to  da  justice  on  all  delinquents.^  In^  the  mean  time; 
they  cominued  to  perform  their  functions,  and  even  com^ 
aaeaoed  a  prosecution  against  the  bishop  of  Orkans,  whom 
diey  summoaed  to  attend  their  tribunal.  Next  day  the^ 
received  from  Vmailles  a  letire  de  cachet^  accompanied  by 
letters  {wteot,  commanding  them  to  suspend  all  prosecutions 
p^lloMg  to  the  r^fesal  of  the  sfuri^anients ;  and  ordei^ing  the 


/ 


^^^  UISTOkr  OF  BHQLAirD'  I753, 

Ictten  patent  to  be  registered.  Instead  of  obeying  these 
etMnmands^  they  presented  new  remonstrances,  for  answers 
to  which  they  were  referred  to  the  king's  former  declara- 
tions. In  consequence  of  this  intimation,  they^  had  spirit 
enough  to  resolve,  ^  That,  whereas  certein  evilminded 
^*  persons  had  prevented  truth  from  readiing  the  throne, 
^  the  chambers  remained  assembled,  and  all  other  business 
^^  should  be  suspended/'  The  a£Fair  was  now  become  very 
serious*  His  majesty,  by  fresh  letters  patent,  renewed  his 
orders,  and  commanded  them  to  proceed  with  their  ordi- 
nary  biuiness,  on  pain  of  incnrring  his  displeasure.  They 
forthwith  came  to  another  resolution,  importing,  that  they 
tould  not  obey  this  injunction  without  a  breach  of  their  duty 
fiod  theif  oath*  Next  day  lettrea  de  cachet  were  issued, 
banishing  to  different  patts  of  the  kingdom  all  the  members,  1 
except  those  of  the  great  chamber,  which  the  court  did  not  1 

find  more  tractd>le'  than  their  brethren*  They  forthwith 
resolved  to'^bide  by  the  two  resolutions  mentioned  above ; 
and,  aa  an  instance  of  their  Unshaken  fortitude,  ordered  aQ 
^cclesiaatic  to  be  taken  into  custody  for  refusing  the  sacra- 
ments. This  spirited  measure  involved  th^m  in  the  fatfe  of 
the  rest ;  for  they  were  also  exiled  from  Paris,  the  citizens 
of  which  did  not  ftiil  to  ^tol  their  conduct  with  the  loudest 
encomiums,  and  at  the  same  time  to  express  their  resenti- 
jnent  against  the  clergy,  who  could  not  stir  abroad  without 
being  eicpoeed  to  violence  or  insult.  The  example  of  the 
pariiament  of  Pmris  was  followed  by  that  of  Roiien,  which 
bad  CQurs^  enough  to  issue  orders  for  apprehending .  the 
bishop  of  £vreux,  because  he  had  refused  to  appear  when 
^uipmoned  to  their  tribunal*  Their  decrees  on  this  occa*^ 
sion  being  annulled  by  the  king^s  counsel  of  jstate,  they 
presented  a  bold  remonstrance,  which,  however,  had  no 
pth^r  effect  than  that  pf  exasperating  the  ministr}-.  A  grand 
deputation  being  ordered  |o  attend  the  king,  they  were 
commanded  to  dfsist.from  intermeddling  in  disputes  rela* 
^ting  to  the  refusal  of  the  sacraments,  and  to  register  this 
pjunctiont  « At  their  return  they  had  recourse  to  a  ne'w 
r^mohstraitce  I  and  one  of  their  principal  counsellors,  who 
bad.  spoken  freely  in  the  debates  on  this  subject,  was  arrest* 
^d  by  a  pf^rty  of  dragoons,  who  carried  him  prisoner  to  tba 
ggfftt^  9f  Do^^lensf     In  ^  word,  the*  body  of  the  |peo|4<^ 
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declared  fpr  the  parliament,,  in  opposition  to  ecclesiastical 
tyranny ;  and,  had  thc^y  not  been  overawed  by  a  formidable 
standing  army,  would  certainly  have  taken  up  arms  in 
defence  of  their  liberties ;  while  the  monarch  weakly  suf- 
fered himself  to  be  governed  by  priestly  delusions ;  and,  < 
secure  in  his  military  appointment,  seemed  to  set  the  rest  of 
his  subjects  at  defiance.  Apprehensive,,  however,  that  these 
disputes  would  put  an  entire  stop  to  the  administration  of 
justice,  he,  by  letters  patent,  established  a  royal  chamber 
for  the  prosecution  of  suits  civil  and  criminal,  which  was 
opened  with  a. solemn  mass  performed  in  the  queen's  chsipel 
at  the  Louvre,  where  all  the  members  assisted.  /  On  this 
occasion  another  difficulty  occurred.  The  letters  patent, 
constituting  this  new  court,  ought  to  have  been  registered 
by  the  parliament,  which  was  now  no  more.  To  remedy 
this  defect,  application  was  made  to  the  inferior  court  of  the 
Chatelet;  which  refusing  to  register  them,  one  of  its  mem- 
bers was  committed  to  the  Bastile,  and  another  absconded. 
Intimidated  by  this  exertion  of  despotic  power,  they  allowed 
the  king's  officers  to  enter  the  letters  in  their  register ;  but 
afterwards  adopted  more  vigorous  resolutions.  The  lieu- 
tenant civil  appearing  in  their  court,  all  the  counsello;rs  rose 
up  and  retired,  leaving  him  alone,  and  on  the  table  an  arret, 
Importing,  that  whereas  the  confinement  of  one  of  their 
members,  the  prosecution  of  another,  who  durst  not  appear^ 
and  the  present  calamities  of  the  nation,  gave  them  just 
apprehension  for  their  own  persons,  they  had,  after  mature 
deliberation,  thought  proper  to  retire.  Thus  a  dangerous 
ferment  was  excited  by  the  king's  espousing  the  cause  of 
spiritual  insolence  and  oppression  against  the  general  voipe 
of  his  people,  and  the  plainest  dictates  of  reason  and 
common  s^nse. 

$  XXXIV.  The  property  of  East  Friezland  continued 
still  to  be  the  source  of  contention  between  the  electors  of 
Brandenburgh  and^  Hanover.  The  interest  of  hia  Britannic 
majesty  being  powerfully  supported  by  the  house  of  Austria, 
the  minister  of  that  power  at  the  diet  proppsed  that  the 
affiiir  should  be  taken  into  immediate  consideration.  He 
was  seconded  by  the  minister  of  .Brunswick;  but  the  envoy 
firom  Brandenburgh,  having. protested  in  form  against  thtei 
procedure,  withdrew  from  the  assembly,  and  th^  Brunswick 
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miaUcer  made  a  counter  protestation,  after  which  he  aUb 
retired.  Then  a  motion  being  made,  that  this  dispute 
should  be  referred  to  the  decision  of  the  aulick  counsel  at 
Vienna,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  by  a  majority  of 
•fourteen  voices.  His  Prussian  majesty^s  final  declaration 
with  regard  to  this  aflfair  was  afterwards  presented  to  tfre 
diet,  and  answered  in  the  sequel  by  a  memorial  from  his 
Britannic  majesty  as  elector  of  Hanover*  Some  other  .petty 
.  disputes  likewise  happened  between  the  regency  of  Han- 
over and  the  city  of  Munster;  and  the  former  claiming 
8on\^  bailiwics  in  the  territories  of  Bremen,  sequestered 
certain  revenues  belonging  to  this  city,  in  Stade  and  Ferden, 
till  these  claims   should  be  satisfied. 

§  XXXV.  The  court  of  Vienna  having  dropped  for 
the  present  the  scheme  for  electing  a  king  of  the  RomiutS) 
concluded  a  very  extraordinary  treaty  with  the  duke  of 
Modeioa,  stipulating,  that  his  serene  highness  should  be 
appointed  perpetual  governor  of  the  dutchy  of  Milan,  with 
a  salary^  of  ninety  thousand  florins,  on  condition  that  he 
^hoidd  maintain  a  body  of  four  thousand  men,  to  be  at  the 
dis^iosal  of  the  empress  queen ;  that  her  Imperial  maje8t|r 
should  have  a  right  to  place  garrisons  in  the  citadels  of 
Mirandoia  and  Reggio,  as  well  as  in  the  castle  of  Massa- 
Carrara:  that  the  archduke  Peter  Lec^ld,  third  son  of 
their  Imperial  majesties,  should  espouse  the  daughter  of 
the  hereditar)''  prince  of  Modena,  by  the  heiress  of  Massa- 
Carrara  ;  and  in  case  of  her  dying  without  heirs  male,  the 
estates  of  that  house  and  the  dutchy  of  Miranddbt  should 
devolve  to  the  archduke ;  but  in  case  of  her  having  male 
issue,  that  she  should  enjoy  the  principality  of  Fermia,  and 
other  ipossessions  in  Hungary,  claimed  by  the  duke  of 
Modena,  for  her  fortune :  finally,  that  on  the  extinction 
of  the  male  branch  of  the  house  of  Este,  all  the  dominions 
of  the  duke  of  Modena  should  devolve  to  the  lioase  of 
Austria* 

^  XXXVI.  While  the  powers  on  the  continent  of  Eu* 
irope  were  th|^  employed  in  stvengthemng  their  resfMective 
interests,  and  concaving  measures  for  {Mreventing'any  vi^*> 
ruption  of  the  general  tranquillity,  matters  were  &s$,  ripc»« 
iHg  to.  a  fresh  rupture  between  the  sulbjects  of  Great  Biitaitt 
and  Fnmce,  ii^  ^fipey^iit  part%  <rf  JSprth  Ameriw^ 


have  already  obsei^ved  that  commiMflrie^  kad  hten  appottit- 
ed)  and  cotiferences  opened  a(  Pairis,  to  deterifiine  the  dis* 
putes  between  the  two  crowns,  relating  to  the  boundaries  of 
Nova  Scotia;  and  we  took  notice  in  general  of  the  little 
arts  of  evasion  practised  by  the  French  commissaries,  to 
darken  and  perplex  the  dispute,  and  elude*  the  pretensions 
of  his  Britannic  majesty.  They  persisted  in  employing 
these  arts  of  chicanery  and  cavil  with  such  persevi^ance, 
that  the  negotiation  proved  abortive,  the  conferences  brohte 

^  up,  and  every  thing  seemed  to  portend  approaching  hostilt-* 
ties.  But,  before  we  proceed  to  a  detail  of  the  incidents 
which  were  the  immediate  forerunners  of  the  war,  we  will 
endeavour  to  convey  a  just  idea  of  the  dispute  concerning 
Nova  Stotia;  which,  we  apprehend,  is  but  imperfectly 
understood,  though  of  the  utipost  importance  to  the  interest 
of  Great  Britain. 

§  XXXVII.  Nova  Scotia,  called  by  the  French  Acadia, 
lies  between  the  forty-fourth  and  fiftieth  degrees  of  north 
latitude,  having  New  England  and  the  Atlantic  Ocean  to 
the  south  and  southwest,  and  the  river  and  Gulpb  of  St« 
Lawrence  to  the  north  and  northeast.  The  winter,  whicb^ 
continues  near  seven  months  in  this  country,  is  intensely 
cold ;  and  without  the  intervention  of  any  thing  that  can 
be  called  spring,  it  is  immediately  succeed^  by  a  summer, 
the  heat  of  which  is  almost  insupportable,  but  of  no  long 
continuance.  The  soil  in  general  is  thin  and  barren,  though 
some  parts  of  it  are  said  to  be  equal  to  the  best  land  in 

.  England.  The  whole  country  is  covered  with  a  perpetual 
fog,  even  after  the  summer  has  commenced.  It  was  first 
possessed  by  the  French,  before  they  made  any  establish" 
ment  in  Canada ;  who,  by  dint  of  industry  and  indefatiga- 
ble perseverance,  in  struggling  with  the  many  difficulties 
they  necessarily  laboured  under  in  the  infancy  of  this 
settlement^  subsisted  tolerably  well,  and  increased  consMer* 
ably,  with  very  liftle  assistance  frond  Europe :  whilst  we^ 
even  now,  shoutd  lose  the  immense  expense  we  have  alreadjj^ 
been  at  to  settle  a  colony  there,  and  should  see  aH  our 
endeavours  to  that  end  defeated,  if  the  support  of  the  royal 
hand  was^  withdrawn  but  for  a  moment.  This  country,  by 
the  possession  of  which  ^n  enemy  wdtdd  be  enabled  greatl^ 
to  annoy  aUT  biu*  other  eofenies,  and,  if  in  the  bands  of  the 
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French,  would  be  of  singular  service  both  to  their  fishery 
and  their  sugar  islands,  has  frequently  changed  hands  from  , 
the  French  to  the  English,  and  from  the  English  back  again 
to  the  French,  till  our  right  to  it  was  finally  settled  by  the 
twelfth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  by  which  all  the 
country  included  within  the  ancient  limits  of  what  was 
called  Nova  Scotia  or  Acadia,  was  ceded  to  the  English* 
This  article  was  confirmed  by  the  treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle : 
bklti  fbr  want  of  ascertaining  distinctly  what  were  the  bounds 
intended  to  be  fixed  by  the  two  nations  with  respect  to  thb 
province,  disputes  arose,  and  commissaries,  as  we  have 
observed,  were  appointed  by  both  sides,  to  adjust  the 
litigation. 

$  XXXVIII.  The  commissaries  of  the  kinged  Great 
Britain  conformed  themselves  to  the  rule  Lud  down  by  the 
treaty  itself,  and  assigned  those  as  the  ancient  limits  of  this 
country  which  had  always  passed  as  suob,  from  the  very 
earliest  time  of  any  certainty,  down  to  the  conclusion  of  the 
treaty ;  which  the  two  crowns  had  frequently  declared  to 
be  such,  and  which  the  French  had  often  admitted  and 
allowed.  These  limits  are,  the  southern  bank  of  the  river 
St.  Lawrence  to  the  north,  and  Pentagoet  to  the  "west: 
the  country  situated  between  these  boundaries  is  that  which 
the  French  received  by  the  treaty  of  St.  Germains,  in  the 
year^  one  thousaitd  six  hundred  and  thirty- two,  under  the 
general  name  of  Acadia.  Of  this  country,  thus  limited, 
they  continued  in  possession  from  that  period  to  the  year 
one  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty-four,  when  a  descent 
was  made  upon  it,  under  the  command  of  colonel  Sedg- 
wick. That  these  were  then  the  undisputed  limits  of 
Acadia,  his  Britannic  majesty's  commissaries  plainly 
proved,  by  a  letter  of  Lewis  XIIL  to  the  Sieurs  Chamisay 
and  La  Tour,  regulating  their  jurisdictions  in  Acadia;  by 
the  subsequent  commissions  of  the  French  king  to  the  same 
persons,  as  governors  of  Acadia,  in  the  sequel ;  and  by 
that  which  was  afterwards  granted  to  the  Sieur  Denys,  in 
the  year  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty -four;  ^  of 
which  extend  the  bounds  of  this  country  from  the  river  St. 
Lawrence  to  Pentagoet  and  New  England.  That  these 
were  the  notions  of  the  French  with  respect  to  the  ancient 
limits   of  this   province   was   further  confirmed  by  the 
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demand  made  by  their  ambassador,  ifi  the.  course  of  that 
same  year>,  for  the  restitution  of  the  forts  Pentagoet,  St. 
Johns  and  Port  Royal,  as  forts  situated  in  Acadia.  In 
the  year  one  thousand  six  hundred  aiid  sixty-two,  upon  the 
revival  of  the  claim  of  France  to  the  country  of  Acadia^ 
which  had  been  left  undecided  by  the  treaty  of  Westmin- 
ster, the  French  ambassador,  then  at  the  court  of  London, 
assigned  Pentagoet  as  the.  western,  and  the  river  St.  Law- 
rence as  the  northern  boundary  of  that  country ;  and  alleged 
the  restitution  of  Acedia  in  the  year  one  thousand  six  hun>«- 
drcd  and  thirty -two,  and  the  possession  taken  by  France  ift 
consequence  thereof,  as  well  as  the  continuation  of  that 
possesion,  with  the  same  limits,  to  the  year  one  thousand 
six  hundred  and  fifty-four,  as  proofs  of  the  equity  and  va- 
lidity of  the  claith  he  then,  made:  in  which  claim,  and  in 
the  manner  of  supporting  it,  he  was  particularly  approved 
of  by  the  court  of  France*  The  6ame  court  afterwards 
thought  it  so  clear,  upon  former  determinations,  and  her 
own' former  possessions,  that  the  true  ancient  boundaries  of 
Acadia  were  Pentagoet  to  the  west,  and  the  river  St.  Law« 
rence  to  the  north,  that  she  desired  no  specification  of 
limits  in  the  treaty  of  Breda,  but  was  contented  with  the 
restitution  of  Acadia ;  generally  named :  and  upon  a  dis- 
pute which  arose  in  the  execution  of  this  treaty,  France 
reasserted,  and  Great  Britain  after,  some  discussion,  agreed 
to  the  abovementioned  limits  of  Acadia ;  and  France 
obtained  possession  of  that  country,  so  bounded,  under  the 
treaty  of  Breda.  The  sense  of  France  upon  this  subject, 
^  in  the  years  one  thoasand  six  hundred  and  eighty-five,  and 
one  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty-seven,  was  also 
clearly  manifested,. in  the  memorials  delivered  at  that  time 
by  the  French  ambassador  at  the  court  of  London,  com- 
plaining of  some  encrojachments  made  by  the  English  upon 
the  coast  of  Acadia  :  he  described  the  country  as  extend- 
ing from  isle  Percee,  which  lies  at  the  entraince  of  the  river 
St.  Lawrence,  to  St.  George's  island :  and  again,  in  a  sub- 
sequent, complaint,  made  by  monsieur  Barillon  and  mon- 
sieur de  Bdnrepaus  to  the  court  of  Great  Britain,  against  the. 
judge  of  Peiiaaquid,  for  having  seized  the  efftctsr  of  a . 
French  merchant  at  Pentagoet,  which^  said  they,  was 
situated  in  Acadia,  as  restored  to  France  by  the  treaty  of 
Vol.  in.  ^    X 
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Breda*   To  ezplab  the   tense  of  Prance,  touching  the 
bounds  of  Acadia  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred, 
the  British  commissaries  produced  a  proposal  of  the  French 
ambassador,  then  residing  in  Qreat  Britain,  to  restrain  the 
limits  of  that  country  to  the  river  St«  George.     They  also 
instanced   the  surrender  of    Port    Royal  in  the  year  one 
thousand   seven  hundred  and   ten,   in   which   Acadia  is 
described  with  the  same  limits  with  which  France  had  re- 
ceived it  in  the  years  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  thirty- 
two,  and  one  thousand  six  hundred  a^d  sixty-seven.     And 
further  to  ascertain  the  sense  of  both  crowns,  even  at  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht  itself,  they  produced  the  queen  of  Great 
Britain's  instructions  to  her  ambassadors  in  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eleven,  in  which  they  were 
directed  to  insist,  ^  That  his  most  christian  majesty  should 
^  quit  all  claim  or  tide,  by  virtue  of  any  former  treaty,  or 
^  otherwise,  to   the  country  called  Nova  Scotia,  and  ex- 
^  pressly  to  Port  Ro]ral,  otherwise  Annapolis  Royal."    To 
these  they  added  a  manifest  demonstration,  founded  on 
indisputable  facts,  proving  that  the  recital  of  theseveral  sorts 
of  right  which  France  had  ever  pretended  to  this  country, 
and  the  specification  of  both  terms,  Acadia  or  Nova  Scotia, 
were  intended  by  Great  Britain  to  obviate  all  doubts  n^hich 
had  ever  been  made  concerning  the  limits  of  Acadia,  and  to 
comprehend  with  more  certainty  all  that  country   which 
France  had  ever  received  as  such  :  finally,  to  specify  whSt 
France   consiciered  as  Acadia.     During  the  treaty,  they 
referred  to  the  offers  of  that  crown  in  the  year  one  thou- 
satvd  seven  hundred  and  twelve,  in  nhich  she  proposed  to 
resttain  the   boundary  of  Acadia  to  the  river  St.  George, 
as  a  departure  from  its  real  boundary,  in  case  Great  Britain 
would  restore  to  her  the  possession  of  that  countr}%    From 
all  these  facts  it  plainly  appears  that  Great  Britain  demand- 
ed nothing  but  what  the  fair  construction  of  the  words  of 
the  treaty  of  Utrecht  necessarily  implies ;  and  that  it  is 
in^possible  for   any   thing  to   have   more  evident  marks 
of  candour  an4  fairness  in  it,  than  the   demand   of  the 
English  on  this  occasion.     From  the  variety  of  evidence 
brought  in  support  of  this  claim,  it  evidently  resulte,  that 
the  English  commissaries  assigned  no  limits  as  the  ancient 
limits  of  Acadia,  but  those  which  France  herself  deter- 
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mined  to  be  such  in  the  yeiir  one  thousmnd  six  hundred  and 
thirty-two ;  and  which  she  possessed^  in  consequence  of 
that  determination,  till  the  year  one  thousand  six  hundred 
and  fifty-four;  that  in  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  iaxty«- 
tifo  France  claimed,  and  received  in  one  thousand  six  hundred 
and  sixty*ntne,  the  country  which  Great  Britain  now  claims 
as  Acadia,  restored  to  France  by  the  treaty  of  Breda  under 
that  general  denomination  :  that  France  never  Gonsidered 
Acadia,  as  having  any  other  limits  than  those  which  were 
assigned  to  it  from  the  year  one  thousand  six  hundred 
and  thirtyi'two,.  to  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ten ;  and  that,  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  she  engaged 
to  tranfer  that  very  same  country  as  Acadia,  which  France 
has  always  asserted  and  possessed,  and  Great  Britain  now 
claims,  as  such.  Should  the  crown  of  France,  therefore, 
be  ever  willing  to  decide  what  are  the  ancient  limits  of 
Acadia,  by  her  own  declarations  so  frequently  made  in 
like  discussions  upon  the  same  point,  by  her  possessions  of 
this  country  for  almost  a  century,  and  by  her  description  of 
^  Acadia,  during  the  negotiation  of  that  very  treaty  ttpo6 
which  this  doubt  is  raised,  she  cannot  but  admit  the  elaim 
of  Great  Britain  to  be  conformable  to  the  treaty  of  Utrecht, 
and  to  the  description  of  the  country  transferred  to  Great 
Britain  by  the  twelfth  article  of  that  treaty^  There  is  a 
consistency  in  the  claim  of  the  English,  and  a  complete- 
ness in  the  evidence  brought  in  support  of  it,  which  is  sel- 
dom seen  in  discussions  of  this  sort ;  for  it  rarely  happens, 
in  disputes  of  such  a  nature  between  two  crowns,  that 
either  of  them  can  safely  offer  to  have  its  pretensions 
decided  by  the  known  and  repeated  declarations,  or  the 
possessions  of  the  other*  To  answer  the  force  of  tliis 
detail  of  conclusive  historical  hetky  and  to  give  a  new  turn 
to  the  real  question  in  dispute,  the  French  commissaries,  in 
their  memorial,  liud  it  down  as  a  distinction  made  by  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht,  that  the  ancient  limits  of  Acadia,  Refer- 
red to  by  that  treaty,  are  diiierent  from  any  with  which 
that  country  may  have  passed  under  the  treaties  of  St« 
Germains  and  Breda ;  and  then  endeavour  to  shew,  upon 
the  testimonies  of  nuqis.and  historians,  that  Acadia  and  its 
limits  were  anciendy  confined  to  the  southeastern  part  qf 
.the  peninsula*     In  support  of  this  system,  Ac  French  com- 
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fttksaries  had  recourse  to  ancient  maps  and  historians,  who, 
as -they  asserted,  had  ever  confined  Acadia  to  the  limits 
they  assigned.  They  alleged,  that  those  commissions  of 
the  French  government  over  Acadia,  which  the  English 
cited  as  evidence  of  the  limits  they  claimed,  were  given  as 
eommbsions  over  Acadia  and  the  country  around  it,  and 
not  over  Acadia  only:  that  the  whole  of  the  country 
daimed  by  the  English  as  Acadia,  could  not  possibly  be 
supposed  ever  to  be  considered  as  such,  because  many 
parts  of  that  territory  always  did,  and. still  do,  preserve 
particular  and  distinct  names.  They  affirq^ed  New  France 
to  be  a  province  in  itself;  and  argued,  that  many  parts  of 
what  we  claim  as  Acadia  can  never  have  been  in  Acadia, 
because  historians  and  the  French  commissions  of  govern- 
ment expressly  place  them  in  New  France.  They  asserted, 
that  no  evidence  can  be  drawn  of  the  opinion  of  any  crown, 
with  respect  to  the  limits  of  any  country,  from  its  declara- 
tion during  the  negotiation  of  a  treaty ;  and,  in  the  end, 
relying  upon  maps  and  histinians  for  the  ancient  limits  of 
Acadia,  they  pretended  that  the  express  restitution  of  St. 
Germains  and  the  possession  taken  by  France  in  conse- 
quence of  the  treaty  of  Breda,  after  a  long  discussion  of 
the  limits,  and  the  declaration  of  France  during  the  negor 
tiation  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  were  foreign  to  the  point 
in  question.  In  refutation  of  these  maxims,  the  English 
commissaries  proved,  from  an  examination  of  the  maps 
and  historians  cited  by  the  French  in  support  of  their  svs- 
teln,  diat  if  this  question  was  to  be  decided,  upon  the 
authorities  which  they  themselves  allowed  to  belong,  and 
to  be  applicable  to  this  discussion,  the  limits  which  they 
assigned  were  utterly  inconsistent  with  the  best  maps  of  a)l 
countries,  which  are  authorities  in  point  for  almost  every 
part  of  the  claim  of  Great  Britain.  They  showed,  that 
the  French  his^rians,  Cliamplin  and  Denys,  and  particu- 
lariy  this  last,  with  his  commission  in  the  year  one  thou- 
sand six  hundred  and  fifty-five,  assigned  the  same  northern 
and  western  limits  to  Acadia  which  they  did ;  and  that 
Escarbot,  another  of  their  historians,  as  far  as  any  evidence 
pan  be  drawn  from  his  writings^  agrees  entirely  with  the 
^rmer  two.  They  observed,  that  all  these  evidences  fall 
In  with  and  confirm  the  better  authorities  of  treaties,  and 
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the  several  transactions  between  the  two  crowns  for  near  a 
century  past ;  and  that  the  French  commissaries,  by  devia- 
ting from  treaties,  and  the  late  proceeding  of  the  two 
crowns,  to  ancient  historians  and  maps,  only  made  a  tran- 
sition from  an  authentic  to  an  insufficient  sort  of  evidence, 
and  led  the  English  commissaries  into  an  inquiry,  which 
proved,  that  bodi  the  proper  and  the  improper,  the  regular 
and  the  foteign  evidence,  upon  which  this  matter  had  been 
rested,  equally  confuted  the  limits  alleged  by  the  French 
commissaries  as  the  ancient  limits  of  Acadia« 
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$  I.  WHILE  the  British  ministry  depended  upon 
the  success  of  the  conferences  between  the  commissaries  of 
the  two  crowns  at  Paris,  the  French  were  actually  employ- 
ed in  executing  their  plans  of  encroachment  upon  the 
BriUsh  colonies  in  North  America.  The  scheme  was  to 
engross  the  whole  fur  trade  of  that  continent,  and  they 
had  already  made  great  progress  in  extending  a  chain  of 
forts,  connecting  their  settlements  on  the  river  Mississippi 
with  their  possessions  in  Canada,  along  the  great  lakes  of 
£rie  and  Ontario,  which' last  Issues  into  the  river  St.  Law^ 
^rence.  By  these  means  they  hoped  to  exclude  the  English 
from  all  communication  and  trafik:  with  the  Indian  nations, 
even  those  that  lay  contiguous  to  the  British  settlements, 
and  confine  them  within  a  line  of  \heir  drawing,  beyond 
which  they  should  neither  extend  their  trade  nor  planta- 
tions. Their  commercial  spirit  did  not  keep  apace  with 
the  gigantic  strides  of  their  ambition :  they  could  not  sup- 
ply all  those  Indians  with  the  necessaries  they  wanted,  so 
that  many  of  4he  natives  had  recourse  to  the  English  set- 
tlements; and  this  commerce  produced  a  connexion,  ih 
consequence  of  which  the  British  adventurers  ventured  to 
travel  with  merchandize  as  far  as  the  banks  of  the  river 
Ohio,  that  runs  into  the  Mississippi,  a  great  way  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Apalachian  mountains,  beyond  which 
none  of  our  colonists  had  ever  attempted  to  penetrate. 
The  tract  of  country*  lying  along  the  Ohio  is  so  fer- 
tile, pleasant,  dnd  inviting,  and  the  Indians,  called  Twigh- 
tees,  who  inhal^it  those  delightful  plains,  were  so  well 
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disposed  towards  a  close  alliance  with  the  Eng^ish^  that,  as 
faf  back  as  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  six- 
teen) Mr.  Spotsivood)  governor  of  Virginia,  proposed  a 
plan  for  erecting  a  company  to  settle  such  lands  upon  this 
river  as  should  be  ceded  to  them  by  treaty  with  the 
natives ;  but  the  design  was  at  that  time  frustrated,  partly 
by  the  indolence  and  timidity  of  the  British  ministry,  who 
were  afraid  of  giving  umbrage  to  the  French,  and  partly 
by  the  jealousies  and  divisions  subsisting  between. the  dif- 
ferent colonies  of  Great  Britaiiib  The  very  same  circum- 
stances encouraged  the  French  to  proceed  in  their  project 
of  invasion.  At  length,  they  penetrate;!  from  the  banks  of 
the  river  St.  Lawrence,  across  lake  Champlain,  and  upon 
the  territory  of  New  York  built  with  impunity,  and,  indeed, 
without  opposition,  the  fort  of  Crown  Point,  the  most 
insolent  and  dangerous  encroachment  that  they  had  hitherto 
carried  into  execution. 

<      $  II.  Grovemor.Spotswood's  scheme  for  an  Ohio  com* 
pany  was  revived  immediately  after  the  peace  •  of  Aix-la- 
Chapelle,  when  certain  merchants  of  London  who  traded 
to  Maryland  and  Virginia,  petitioned  the  government  on 
this  subject,  and  were  indulged  not  only  with  a  grant  of  a 
great  tract  of  ground  to  the  southward  of  Pennsylvania, 
which   they  promised  to  settle,  but  also  with  an  exclusive 
privilege   of  trading  with  the  Indians  on  the  banks  of  the 
river  Ohio.     This  design  no  sooner  transpired   than  the 
French  governor  of  Canada  took  the  alarm,  and.  wrote  let- 
ters to  the  governors    of  New  York  and   Pennsylvania, 
giving  them  to  understand,  that  as  the  English  inland  tra- 
ders had. encroached  on  the  French  territories  and   privi- 
leges, by  trading  with  the  Indians  under  the  protection  of 
his  sovereign,  he  would  seize  them  wherever  they  could  be 
ibund,  if  they  did  not  immediately  desist  from  that  illicit 
practice.     No  regard  being  paid  to  this  intimation,  he  next 
year  caused   three   British   traders,  to  be  arrested.     Their 
effects  were  confiscated,  and  they  themselves  conveyed  to 
Quebec,  from  whence  they  were  sent  prisoners  to  Rochelle 
in  France,  and  there   detained  in   confinement.     In  this 
situation  they  presented  a  remonstratice  to  the  earl  pf  Albe- 
marle, at  that  time  English  ambassador  at  Paris,  and  he 
claiming  them  as  British  subjects,  they  were  set  at  libert}^ 


Although',  in  answer  to  fati»  lordship's  memorid,  the  court 
of  Versailles  promised  to  transmit  orders  to  the  French 
governors  ia  America  to  use  all  their  endeavours  for  pre- 
venting any  disputes  that  might  have  a  tendency  to  alter 
the  good  correspondence  established  between  the  two 
nations :  in  all  probability  the  directions  given  were  seem- 
ingly the  very  reverse  ol  these  professions,  for  the  French 
commanders,  partisans,  and  agents  in  America,  took  every 
step  their  busy  genius  could  suggest,  to  strengthen  their 
own  power  and  weaken  the  influence  of  the  English,  by 
embroiling  them  with  the  Indian  nations.  This  task  they 
found  the  more  easy,  ^  as  the  natives  had  taken  offence 
against  the  English,  when  they  understood  that  their  lands 
were  given  away  without  their  knowledge,  and  that  there 
was  a  design  to  build  forts  in  their  country,  without 
their  consent  and  concurrence.  Indeed  the  person  whom 
,the  neMr  company  employed  to  survey  the  banks  of  the 
Ohio  concealed  his  design  so  carefully,  and  behaved  in 
other  respects  in  such  a  dark  and  mysterious  manner,  as 
could  not  fail  to  arouse  the  jealousy  of  a  people  naturally 
inquisitive,  and  very  much  addicted  to  suspicion.  How 
the  company  proposed  to  settle  this  acquisition  in  despite 
of  the  native  possessors  it  is  not  easy  to  conceive,  and  it  is 
s'uU  more  unaccountable  that  they  should  have  neglected 
the  natives,  whose  consent  and  assistance  they  might  have 
procured  at  a  very  small  expense.  .  Instead  of  acting  such 
a  fair,  open,  and  honoi\rable  part,  they  sent  a  Mr.  Gist  to 
make  a  clandestine  survey  of  the  country,  as  far  as  the 
falls  of  the  river  Ohio ;  and,  as  we  have  observed  above, 
his  conduct  alarmed  both  the  French  and  the  Indians.  The 
erection  of  this  company  was  equally  disagreeable  to  the 
separate  traders  of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania,  who  saw 
themselves  on  the  eve  of  being  deprived  of  a  valuable 
branch  of  traffic,  by  the  exclusive  chWter  of  a  monopoly ; 
and  therefore  they  employed  their  emissaries  to  foment  the 
jealousy  of  the  Indians. 

^  III.  The  French  having  in  a  manner  commenced 
hostilities  against  the  English,  and  actually  built  forts  on 
the  territories  of  the  British  allies  at  Niagara^  and  on  the 
lake  Erie,  Mr.  Hamilton,  governor  of  Pennsylvania,  com* 
municated  this  intelligence  to  the  assembly  of  the  .provUice, 
Vol.  III.  Y 
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and  represented  the  necessity  of  erecting  trunk  houses^  or 
places  of  strength  and  security,  on  the  river  Ohio,  to 
which  the  traders  might  retire  in  case  of  insuk  or  molesta- 
tion. The  proposal  was  approved',  and  money  granted  for 
the  purpose ;  but  the  assembly  could  not  agree  about  the 
manner  in  which  they  should  be  erected  ;  and  in  the  mean 
time  the  French  fortified  themselves  at  leisure,  and  conti- 
nued to  harass  the  traders  belonging  to  the  British  settle* 
ments*  Repeated  complaints  of  these  encroachments  and 
depredations  being  represented  to  Mr.  Dinwiddie,  governor 
of  Virginia,  he,  towards  the  latter  end  of  this  very  year, 
sent  major  Washington  with  a  letter  to  the  commanding 
officer  of  a  fort  which  the  French  had  bui|t  on  the  Kiviere- 
au-Boeuf,  which  falls  into  the  Ohio,  not  far  from  the  lake 
Erie.  In  this  letter  Mr.  Dinwiddie  expressed  his  surprise 
that  the  French  should  build  forts  and  make  setdements  on 
the  river  Ohio,  in  the  western  part  of  the  colony  of  Virginia, 
belonging  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain.  He  complained 
of  these  encroachments,  as  well  as  of  the  injuries  done  -to 
the  subjects  of  Great  Britain,  in  open  violation  of  the  law 
of  nations,  and  of  the  treaties  actually  subsisting  between  the 
two  crowns.  He  desired  to  know  by  whose  authority  and 
instructions  his  Britannic  majesty's  territories  had  been 
invaded;  aaid  required  him  to  depart  in  peace,  without 
farther  prosecuting  a  plan  which  must  interrupt  the  harmo* 
ny  and  good  understanding  which  his  majesty  wa^  desirous 
to  continue  and  cultivate  with  the  most  christian  king.  To 
this  spirited  intimation  the  officer  replied,  that  it  was  not 
.his  province  to  specify  the  evidence,  and  demonstrate  the 
right  of  the  king  his  master  to  the  lands  situated  on  the 
river  Ohio;  but  he  would  transmit  the  letter  to  the  marquis 
du  Quesne,  and  act  according  to  the  answer  he  should 
receive  from  that  nobleman.^  In  the  mean  time,  he  said  he 
:did  not  think  himself  obliged  to  obey  the  summons  of  iht 
English  governor;  that  he  commanded  the  fort  by  virtue  of  an 
order  from  his  general,  to  which  he  was  determined  to 
conform  with  all  the  precision  and  resolution  of  a  good  offi* 
cer.  Mr.  Dimviddie  expected  no  other  reply,  and  therefore 
had  projected  a  fort  to  be  erected  near  the  forks  of  the  river. 
The  province  undertook  to  defray  the  expense,  and  the 
stores  for  that  purpose  were  already  prov idled;  but  by  some 
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fetid  oversight,  the  cbnctirrenee  of  the  Indians  was  neither 
i4»tained  nor  solicited,  and,  therefore,  they  looked  upon  this 
Dfteasure  with  an  evil  eye,  as  a  manifest  invasion  of  their 
property. 

•  §  IV.  While  the  French  thus  industriously  extended  their 
CBcroftchments  to  tlie  southward,  they  were  not  idle  in  tht 
golf  of  St*  Lawrence,  but  seized  every  opportunity  of  dis*- 
tressing  the  English  settlement  of  Nova  Scotia.  We  have 
•already  observed,  that  the  town  of  Halifax  was  no  sooner 
boik,  diao  they  spirited  up  the  Indians  of  that  neighbour- 
hood t6  commit  hostilities  against  the  inhabitants,  some  of 
whom  they  murdered,  and  others  they  carried  prisoners  to 
liotiisbourg,  where  they  sold  them  for  arms  and  ammunition, 
the  French  pretending  that  they  maintained  this  traffic  from 
motives  of  pure  compassion,  in  order^to  prevent  the  massa* 
ere  of  die  English  captives,  whom,  however,  they  did  notr 
fiet  at  liberty  wi[thout  exacting  an  exorbitknt  ransom.  Asf 
these  skulking  parties  of  Indians  were  generally  directed 
and  headed  by^  French  commanders,  repeated  complaints 
were  made  to  the  governor  of  Louisbourg,  who  stilt, 
answered,  that  his  jurisdiction  did  not  extend  over  the* 
Indians,  and'  that  their  French  conductors  were  chosen  from 
the  inhabitants  of  Annapolis,  who  thought  proper  to  remaiu 
in  that  country  after  it  was  ceded  to  the  English,  and  were, 
m  fact,  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain.  Even  while  the 
confi&i^enoes  were  carried  on  for  ascertaining  the  limits  of 
Nova  Scotia,  the  governor  of  Canada  detached  M.  La 
Coriie,-  with  some  regular  troops,  and  a  body  of  militia, 
to  fortify  a  post  on  the  bay  of  Chignecto,  on  pretence  that 
this  and  a  great  part  of  the  peninsula  belonged  to  hi» 
government.  The  possession  of  this  post  not  only  secured' 
t^  the  Indians  of  the  continent  a  free  enflance  into  the 
lleninmila,  and  a  safe  retreat  in  case  of  pursuit ;  but  also, 
encouraged  the  French  inhabitants  of  Annapolis  tp  rise  in 
Qfjpen  rebeUion  against  the  English  goverment. 

^  V.  In  the  spring  of  the  year  one  thousand  sevea 
Hundred  and  fifty,  general  Cornwallts^  governor  of  Halifax, 
detached  major  ^Juaurence  with  a  few  men  to  reduce  them 
to  obedience.  At  his  approach  they  burned  their  towns  to 
ariies,  forsook  their  possessions,  and  threw  themselves  under 
the  protection  of  M.  La-Come,  who,  thus  reinforced^  fouqdi; 
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himself  at  the  head  of  fifteen  hundred  men,  trell  provide 
with  arms  and  ammunition.     Major  Laurence  being  una* 
ble  to  cope  with  him  in  the  field,  dematided  an  mtervtew^ 
at  which  he  desired  to  know  for  what  cause  the  Pnpicli 
Inhabitants  of  Nova  Scotia  had  shaken  off  their  allegiance  to 
the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  and  violated  the  netttraKt}^ 
which  they  had  hitherto  affected  to  profess.     The  French 
officer,  without  pretending  to  account  for  their  behaviour,  gave' 
him  to  understand  in  general  terms,  that  he  had  ordera  to 
defend  his  post,  and  these  orders  he  was  determined  so 
obey.     The  English  major  finding  himself  too  weak  to 
attack  their  united  forc^,  and  having  no  orders  tocoismif 
hostilities  against  any  but  the  Indiatis  and  their  open  abet* 
tors,  returned  to  Halifax,  without  having  been  able  to  UtSt 
the  purpose  of  his  expedition.    Immediately  after  his  retreat, 
the  French  neutrals  (jio  they  were  called)  returned  to  the 
habitations  which  they  had  abandoned ;  and,  in  conjunction 
with   the  Indians,  renewed   their  depredations  upon  die 
inhabitants  of  Halifax  and  its  dependent  settlements*     Hie 
English  governor,  justly  incensed  at  these  outrages,  a»d 
seeing  they  would  neidier  submit  to  the  English  gc^em* 
ment  themselves,  nor  allo#  others  to  enjoy  it  with  ttma-^ 
quillity,  resolved  to  expel  them  effectually  from  die  country 
they  60  ill  deserved  to  possess.     Major  Laurence  was  again 
deuiched  with  a  thousand  men,  transported  by  sea  to  Chig*^ 
necto,  where  he  found  the  French  and  Indians  intMAched, 
in   order  to  dispute   his  landing.     Notwithstanding  thia 
opposition,  he  made  a  descent  with  a  few  companies,  received 
and  returned  a  smart  fire,  and  rushing  into  their  intirencIiK 
ments,  obliged  them  to  fly  with  the  utmost  precipitation, 
leaving  a  considerable  number  killed  and  wounded  on  the 
spot.     The  fu^tives  saved  themselves  by  crossing  a  river, 
on  the  farther  bank  of  which  La  Come  stood  at  the  head 
of  the  troops,  drawn  up  in  order  to  receive  them  aa  friends 
and  dependents.     He  had  by  this  tilne  erectsd  a  fort,  whidl 
he  denominated  Bean  Sqour ;  and  now  the  English  built 
another  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  which  was  catted 
after  its  founder  St. 'Laurence.     This  being  provided  with 
a  good  garrison,  served  as  a  check  upon  the  French,  and 
ifn  some  measure  restrained  the  incursions  of  their  barba«- 
mns«     Not  that  it  e^ectually  answered  this  purpose;  for 
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Ae  Indifiis  mA  ne&fiink  still  seized  ereiy  of^pom&ity  of 
stacking  tbe  fitiglish  in  the  interior  parts  of  the  peninsfda* 
fo  the  course  of  the  succeeding  year  they  surprised  the 
Kttlf  town  of  Dartmouth,  on  theolher  side  of  Halifax  bay^ 
where  they  kWed  aad  scalped  a  great  number  of  people, 
and  carried  <M  some  prisoners*  For  these  expeditions  the 
French  always  supplied  them  with  boats,  canoes,  arms,  and 
ammumtion ;  and  indeed  they  were  conducted  with  such 
eare  and'Seeresy,  that  i^was  aimost  impossible  to  prevent 
their  sucecss*  One  sure  remedy  against  the  sudden  and 
stolen  incursions  of  those  savages  might  have  been  found 
in  the  ose  of  staunch  hounds,  which  would  have  rim  upon 
Ae-footy  detected  the  skulking  parties  of  the  Indians,  and 
frustrated  all  their  ambuscades :  but  this  expedient,  so  easy 
and  practicable,  was  never  tried,  though  frequently  recom^ 
mended  in  public  to  the  attention  of  the  government,  and 
rifee  consideraftion  of  the  colonists*  The  Indians  continued 
to  plunder  and  massacre  the  British  sij^jects  with  impunity, 
and  were  coimtenanced  by  the  French  government  in  that 
Go^atty,  who  now  strengthened  their  lodgement  on  th6 
neck  e^  the  peninsula  with  an  additional  fort,  distinguished* 
by  the  name  of  Bay^verte;  and  built  a  diirdat  the  mouth 
of  St«  Johns  river,  on  the  north  side  of  the  bay  of  Fundy. 
§  VI*  All^ese  previous  steps  to  a  rupture  with  Eng- 
land were  taken  with  great  deliberation,  while  the  commis- 
sm4es  of  boifc  nations  w^ve  di^pitttng  about  the  limits  of 
the  very  country  whidb  they  thus  arrogantly  usurped;  and 
they  proceeded  to  perfect  their  chain  of  forts  to  the  south- 
ward^ wifthout  paying  the  least  regard  to  the  expostulations 
of  the  English  governors,  or  to  a  memorial  presented  at 
Vets^l^  by  the  earl  of  Albemarle,  the  British  minister. 
He'demanded  that  express  orders  should  be  sent  to  M.  De 
1*  Jonquiere,  the  commander  for  the  French  in  America,  to 
desist  from  vfolence  ilgainst  the  British  subjects  in  that 
<»}ti«itiy;  that  Ae  fott  of  Niagara  should  be  immediately 
r«»ed ;  that  the  sabjects  of  Great  Britain,  who  had  been 
made  prisoners,  should  be  set  at  Hberty,  and  indemnified 
for  the  losses  they  had  sustained  :  and  that  the  persons  who 
had  committed  these  excesses  should  be  punished  in  an 
exemplary  mannsr.  ,True  it  is,  six  Englishmen,  whom  they 
had  unjustly  taken,  were  immediately  dismissed;  and  the 
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muAmttmAoT  amiwed  with. genial  provyacs  of  aendingsii^ 
iiMnicUiHis  to  the  French  goyeraor  in  America,  aa  should 
anticipate  any  cause  of  coai|riaint  lor  the  future ;  butt  £ur 
from  having  any  intention  to  perform  these  promiseA,  the 
court  of  Versailles,  without  all  doubt,  exhorted  La  Jon* 
quiere  to  proceed  in  bringing^  its  ambitious  schemes  to 
perfection. 

(  VII.  Every  incident  in  America  seemed  to-prognoa- 
ticate  war,  when  the  session  of  parliament  was  opened  ou 
the  fifteenth  d^^^y  of  November :  yet  his  mafesty,  on  this 
occasion,  told  them,  that  the  events  of  the  year  had  not 
made  it  necessary  for  him  to  offer  any  thing  in  particular 
to  their  consideration  relating  to  foreign  affairs*  •  He  eveu 
declared,  that  the  continuance  of  the  public  tnuKpiiUity,  and 
the  general  state  of  £urope,  remained  upon  the  same  foot^ 
ing  as  .when  they  last  parted  and  assured  them  of  his  stea- 
diness in  pursuing  the  most  effectual  measures  to  preserve 
to  his  people  the  blessings  of  peace.  He  expressed  uncom« 
mon  concen.,  that  die  horriil  criai«.  of  i»bbe«y  »«1  of  mar- 
der  were  of  late  rather  increased  thim  diminished,  and 
earnestly  recommended  this  important  object  to  their  scsrioos 
attention.  Affectionate  addresses  were  presented  by  bo^ 
houses  in  answer  to  this  hasanguei  and,  what  was  v^oy 
remarkable,  they  were  proposed  and  passed  without  ques* 
tion  or  debate. 

'$  VIII*  The  comoions  continued  the  same  number  of 
seamen  and  land  forces  for  the  ensuing  y«ar,  which  had 
been  granted  in  the  last  session,  and  made  suitable  provi 
sion  for  all  the  exigencies  of  the  state.  The  whole  si|p|^ 
amounted  to  two  millions  seven  hundred  ninety*seven  thou- 
sand, nine  hundred  and  sixteen  pounds,  ten  shillings,  smd 
two-pence,  to  be  raised  by  a  land  tax  of  two  shillings  in  the 
pound,  a  mnlt  tax,  a  continuation  of  certain  duties  cm  wineii 
vinegar,  cider,  and  beer  imported,  a  sum  tudcen  from  the 
sinking  fund,  and  the  overplus  of  certain  grants,  funds,  and 
duties.  The  provisions  made  considerably  exceeded  the 
grants ;  but  this  excess  was  chargeable  with  the  interest  of  « 
what  shpuld  be  borrowed  upon  the  credit  in  the  land  or 
malt  tax,  there  being  a  clause  of  credit  in  both,  as  also  with 
the  deficiency  (if  any  should  happen)  in  the  sums  they  were* 
computed  to  produce.     The  house  agreed  to  all  these  reso- . 
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Itttions   aknoi^  uaa&knoufily :    indeed^  do  oppoftitton  wsm 
made  to  any  of  them,  but   that  for  continuing  the  same 
number  of  land  forces,  which  was  carried  by  a  great  majori^* 
$  IX,  The   act  permitting  Jews    to    be   naturalized, 
which  had,  daring  the  last  session,  triumphed  over  such  an 
obstinate  opposition,  waa  by  this  time  be^me  the  object  of 
-national  horror  and  execration.     Every  part  of  the  king- 
dom resounded  with  the  reproach  of  the.  ministry  who  had 
enforced  such  an  odious  measure ;  and  the  two  brt)thers, 
who  engrossed  th€  greater  part  of  the  admiaistration,irem*- 
bled  at  the  prospect  of  what  this  clamour  might  produce  at 
the  general  eleotion,  this  being  the  last  session  of  the  pre- 
sent parliament.     So  eager  were  the  ministers  to  annul  this 
unpopular  measure,  that,  immediately  after  the  peers  had 
agreed  to  the  natuire  and  form  of  an  address  to  his  majesty, 
the  duke  of  Newcastle,  with  that  precipitation  so  peculiar   ^ 
to  his  character,  poured  forth  an  abrupt  harangue  in  that 
.house,  importing,  that  die  disaffected  bad  made  an  handle 
.of  the  act  passed  last  session  in  favor  of  the  Jews,  to  raise 
discontents  among  many  of  his  majesty's  good  subjects ; 
and  as  the  act  was  in  itself  of  liule  importance,  he  was  of 
opinion  it  ought  to  be  repealed ;  for  this  purpose  he  pre- 
sented a  bill  ready  framed,  which  was  read  and  committed, 
though  not  without  some  debate.     The  naturalization  bill 
now  devoted  as  a  sacrifice  to  the  resentment  of  the  people, 
comtaining.a  clause  disabling  all  naiuralized  Jews  from  pur- 
chasing, inheriUng^  or  receiving  any  advowson  or  presenta- 
'  tion,  or  right  to  any  ecdesiastical  benefice  or  promotion, 
school,  hospital,  or  donative ;  and  by  the  first  draft  of  the 
bill, .  which  his  grace  now  presented^  it  was  intended  that 
l^is  clause  should  not  be  repealed.     It  was  the  opiniqn, 
however,  of  the  majority,  that  such  a  clause  standing  unre-  , 
pealed  might  imply,  that  the  Jews,  by  being  thus  expressly 
exdiuded  from  this  ]^ossesdion  of  any  ecclesiastical  right  of 
presentation,  would  be  considered  as  having  the  pov.er  and 
privilege  of  purchasing  and  inheriting  any  lay  property  in 
the  kingdom.     On  this  consideration  an  amendment  was 
made  in  the  bill,  the  clause  in  question  was  left  out,  and 
the  whole  act  of  naturalization  repealed  without  exception.^ 

k  The  reverend  bench  of  bishops  ]iad,  with  a  laudable  spirit  of  christian 
meeknes?  and  philanthropy,  generally  appi*oved  of  tke  indulgence  gi-anted  to  their 


Though  the  lords  hi  general,  eoncurred  in  the  expediency 
of  the  repeal,  it  was  opposed  1^  some  few,  as  too  great  a 
sacrifice  to  the  idle  and  unfounded  clamours  of  the  multi- 
tude ;  and  upon  this  side  of  the  debate  a  great  power  of 
elocution  was  displayed  by  earl  Temple,  who  had  latelj' 
succeeded  to  this  title  on  the  death  of  his  mother,  a  noble- 
man of  distinguished  iMlities,  and  the  most  amiable  dispo- 
sition, frank,  liberal,  humane,  and  zealously  attached  tb  the 
interest  and  honour  of  his  oountrv.     In  the  lower  house, 
the  members  of  both  parties  seemed  to  vie  with  each  other 
in  demonstrations  of  aversion  to  this  unpopular  act.     On 
the  very  first  day  of  the  session,  immediately  after  the  mo- 
tion for  an  address  to  his  majesty,  sir  James  Oashwood,  vi 
eminent  leader  in  the  opposition,  gave  die  commons  to 
understancV,  that  he  had  a  motion  of  veiy  great  importance 
to  make;  which  would  require  the  attention  of  every  mem- 
ber, as  soon  as  the  motion  for  she  address  should  be  dis- 
cussed ;  he  therefore  desired  they  would  not  quit  the  house, 
until  he  should  have  an  opportunity  to  ex]^ain  his  proposal* 
Accordingly,  they  had  no  sooner  agreed  to  the  motion  for 
an  address  of  thanks  to  his  majesty,  than  he  stood  up  again; 
and  having  expatiated  upon  the  just  and  general  indigna- 
tion which  the  act  of  the  preceding  session,  in  favour  of 
the  Jews,  had  raised  among  the  people,  he  moved  to  order 
that  the  hoiise  should  foe  called  over  on  Tuesday  the  fourth 
day  of  December,  for  taking  that  act  into  consideration : 
but  being  given  to  understand,  that  it  was  not  usual  to 
appoint  a  call  of  the  house  for  any  particular  purpose,  be 
agreed  that  the  motion  should  be  general.     It  was  seconded 
by  lord  Parker,  his  opposite  in  political  interests  ;  the  house 
agreed  to  it  without  opposition,  and  the  call  was  ordered 
accordingly.     They    were    anticipated,    however,    by    the 
lords,  who  framed  and  transmitted  to  them  a  bill  on  die 
same  subject,  to  the  purport  of  which  the  commons  made 
Bo  objection ;  for  every  member,  having  the  fear  of  the 
general  election  before  his  eyes,  carefully  avoided  every 
expression  which  could  give  umbrage  to  his  constkuents : 
but  violent  opposition  was  made  to  the  preamUe,  wbidi  ran 

Hebrew  brethren ;  and  now  they  aequieseed  in  the  propooed  repeat  with  the  aame 
pasmve  discretion,  though  one  of  the  number  contended  fw  th«  saving  vlaine 
whieh  the  doke  of  N---^  had  reeommeadod. 
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in  the  following  strain  :*— **  Whereas  an  act  of  parliament 
was  made  and  passed  in  the  twenty-fifth  year  of  his 
majesty's  reign,  entitled,  an  Act  to  permit  persokis  pro- 
fessing the  Jewish  religion  to  he  naturalized  by  parlia- 
ment, and  for  otiier  purposes  therein  mentioned;  and 
^'  whereas  occasion  has  been  taken,  from  the  ssdd  act,  to 
^^  raise  discontents,  and  disquiets  in  the  minds  of  his  ms^es- 
''  ty's  subjects,  be  it  enacted,  &c."     This  introduction  was 
considered  as  an  unjust  reflection  upon  the  body  of  the 'peo- 
ple in  general,  and  in  particular  uppn  those  who  had  oppo^ 
sed  the  bill  in  the  course  of  the  preceding  session.     Sir 
Roger  Newdigate^  therefore   moved,  that  the  expression 
should  be  Varied  to  this  effect:  "Whereas  great  discon- 
"  tents  and  disquietudes  had  from  the  said  act  arisen.'* 
The  consequence  of  this  motion  was  an  obstinate  debate,  in 
which^  it  was  supported  by  the  earjof  Egmont,  and  divers 
other  able  orators :  but  Mr.  Belham  and  Mr.  Pitt  were 
numbered  among  its  Opponents.     The  question  being  put 
for  the  proposed  alteration,  it  was  of  course  cartied  in  the 
negative:  the  bill,  after  the  third  reading,  passed  nemine 
contradicentey  ixnd  indue  tinie  obtained  ^e  royal  assent.    ' 
§  X.  EVen  this  concession  of  the  ministry  did  nbt^Uay 
the  resentment  of  the  people,  and  their  apprehensions  of 
cttcroachment  from  the  Jews.    'Another  act  still  subsisted, 
by  virtue  of  which  any  person  professing  the  Jewish  reli* 
gion  milght  become  a  free  denizen  of  Great  Britain,  after 
having  resided  seven  years  in  any  of  his  majesty's  colonies  , 
in  Aniierica ;  and:  this  was  now  considered  as  a  law,  having  , 
the  same  dangerous  tendency,  of  which  the  other  was  now 
in  a  feir  Way  of  being  convicted.     It  was  moved,  therefore^ 
in  the  lower  hpuse^  that  part  of  this  former  act  might  be 
read :  then  the  same^  member  made  a  motion  for  an  address 
to  his  majesty^  desiring  that  the  house  might  have  the  peri)» 
sal  of  the  lists  transmitted  from  the  Americsm  colonies  to 
the  commissioners  for  trade  and  plantations,  containing  the 
names  of  all  sii^h  persons  profei^ing  the  Jewish  religion,  as 
had  entitled  themselves  tothe^  benefit  of  the  said  act^  since 
the  year  one 'thousand  seven  hundred -ismd^forty.     ^Rkese 
lists  were  accordingly  presented,  and  left  upon  die  table^for 
the  perusal  of  the  members :  but  as  this  act  contained  no 
limitation  of  time  within  iirhich  the  baiefit  of  it  should  hh  * 
Vol.  III.  Z 
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cHlimed,  and  as  this  claim  was  attended  with  «  good  deal 
of  trouble  and  some  expense^  very  few  persons  had^vailed 
thenfiselves  of  it  in  that  period.  Nevertheless,  as  a  great 
number  of  the  Jews  were  already  entitle<I  to  claim  this 
Indulgence,  and  as  it  remained  an  open  channel  through 
which  Gfnmt  Britain  mi^xt  be  deluged  witl>  those  people, 
all  of  whom  the  law  would  hold  as  natural  bom  subjects, 
and  their  progeny  as  freed  from  all  the  restrictions  con-- 
tatned  In  the  act  with  respect  to  naturalized  foreigners, 
lord  Harley  moved  for  leave  to  faring  in  a  bill  to  repeal  so 
much  of  dia  said  act  as  related  to  p^^ons  professing  the 
Jewish  religion,  who  shoidd  come  to  settle  in  any  British 
colony  after  a  certain  time.  The  motion  was  seconded  by 
kit  James  Dashwood,  and  supported  by  the  earl  of  £gm<»}t ; 
but  being  found  unequal  to  the  interest  anil  /elocution  of 
Mr.  Pelfaam  and  Mr*  I'itt,  was  rejected  by  the  majority. 

$  XL  The  next  oh}ect  that  claimed  the  attention  of  the 
commdns,  was  a  bill  for  improving  the  regulations  already 
made  to  prevent  the  spreading  of  a  contagious  diatemper, 
which  raged  among  the  homed  cattle  in  diffi&rent  parts  of 
the  kingdom.*     The  laat  bill  of  this  session  ^diat  bad  the 
good  fortune  to  succeed,  was  brought  in   for  punishing 
mutiny  and  desertion  of  officers  and  soldiers  in  the  service 
of  the  £ast  India  company,  and.  for  the   punishment  of 
fifences  cofimkted  in  the  East  Indies  and  Uie  Island  of  Su 
Helena^     This  he^g  a  measure  of  a  very  extraordinary 
naifears,  all  the  asenJbers  were  ordered  to  attend  the  honee 
on  the  (Jay  affixed  for  the  secoind  reading :  at  the  same  time 
al^  charters^  coifimisaions,  and  amifaoritiefl,  b|i  which  any 
powers  relative  to  a  military  jurisdiction^  or  the  exercise  of 
naaiialal  hw,  had  beea  granted  or  deiived  from  th«^  crown 
t^  the  said  cQin|Miny,  were  aubmitted  to  the  periftsal  of  the 
mcn^bers.     The  bill  waa  by  many  coi^tdeared  as  a  danger* 
ous  eictenBion  of  militflfy  power^  to  the  pt:^iidicf  of  the 
«iivTl  righta  ei^oyed  by  British  anthjftots^  and  ad  ^tich  vio- 
lently^ contested  b(y  tbe^  eari  of  £go%cwt,  lord  Stismge^  and 
Mrw  Alderman'  Boi^hftjiti^    .Their  objections  worcanawered 
hjr  sh^  soUcitdr  ganged!  and  Mx%.  Vorke*     The  bttt^  after 
^aolM  m^rm  debates,  bemg  eapousc^  by  (Am  mtnioi^f  was 
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""enacled  W  a  lam^^diifl  dcspl^chcd  ta  theJEalst  Indies  fajr  the 
§f$t  opportunity. 

$  XII.  Some  other  motions  were  made,  and  petitions 
presented  on  different  subjects,  which,  as  they  miscarried| 

'  it  will  be  onnecessary  to  particudarize.  It  may  not  be 
amiss,  however,  to  record  ao  exemplary  act  of  justjce  done 
by  the  comcvions  ona^person  belonging  to  ^a  public  office, 
whom  they  detected  in  the  practice  of  fraud  and  imposition. 
Notyrithstanding  the  particular  care  Jaken  in  the  last  ses- 
sion, to  prevent  the  monopolizing  of  tickets  in  the  state 
lottery,  ail  those  precautions  had  been  eluded  in  a  scanda- 
lous manner ^  by  certain  individuals,  intrusted  with  the  charge 
of  delivering  the  tickets  to  the  contributors,  according  to 
the  intent  of  the  act,  which  expressly  declared  that  not  more 

^than  twenty  sliould  be  sold  to  any  one  person.  Instead  of 
conforming  to  these  directions  of  the  legislature,  they  and 
their  friends  engrossed  great  numbers,  sheltering  themselves 
under  a  false  list  of  feigned  names  for.  the  purpose ;  by 
which  means  they  not  only  defeated  the  equitable  intention 
of  the  commons,  but  in  some  measure  injured  the  public 
credit ;  inasmuch  as  their  avarice  had  prompted  them  to 
subscrUie  for  a  greater  number  than  (hey  had  casli  to  pur* 
chgse,  so  that  there  was  a  deficiency  in  the  first  payment, 
which^migbt  have  had  a  bad  effect  on  the  public  affairs. 
These  practices  were  so  flagrant  and  notorious  as  to  attract 
the  notice  of  the  lower  house,  where  an  inquiry  was  begun, 
and  prosecuted  with  a  spirit  of  real  patriotism,  in  opp^osi-* 
tion  to  a  scandalous  cabal,  who  endeavoured  with  equal- 
ei^rness  and  perseverance  to  screen  the  delinquents^  All 
their  efforts,  however,  proved  abortive ;  and  a  committee, 
appointed  to,eaam»se  particulars,  agreed  to  several  severe 
resolutions  against  one  Le-— ^  who  had  amassed  a  large  for- 
tune by  this  and  oilier  kinds  of  peculation.  They  voted 
him  guilty  of  breach*^f  trust,  and  a  direct  violation  of  the 
lottery  act;  and  an  address  was  presented  to  his  m^esty, 
desiring  he  might  be  prosecuted  by  the  attorney  general  for 
these  oi^nces»  He  was  accordingly  sued  in  tKe  court  of 
king's  bench,  and  paid  a  fine  of  one  thousand  pounds,  ibr 
having  committed  frauds  by  which  he  had  gained  forty 
times  that  sum  ;  but  he  was  treated  with  such  gendeness  as 
vemariably  denoted  the  clemency  of  that  tribunal. 
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$  XIII*  The  session  ended  in  the;begiiintng  of  Aprils 
when  the  king  gave  the  parliiment  to  understand  that  he^ 
should  say  nothing  at  present  on  foreign  affairs ;  but  assured 
them  of  his  fixed  resolution  to  exert  his  whole  power  in 
maintaining  the  genersd  tranquillity,  and  adhering  to  such 

*  measures  for  that  purpose  as  he  had  hitherto  pursued  in  con- 
junction with  his  sJlies.  He  in  very  aflfectionate  terms 
thanked  both  houses,  for  the  repeated  prooft  they  had  given 
of  their  zealous  attachment  and  loyalty  to  his  person  anS 
government/  He  enumerated  the  salutary  measures  they 
had  taken  for  lessening  the  national  debt,  and  augmenting 
the  public  credit,  extending  navigation  and  commerce, 
reforming  the  morab  of  the  people,  and  improving  the 
regulations  of  civil  economy*  He  concluded  with  declaring, 
that  he  securely  relied  upon  the  loyalty,  and  good  affection 
of  his  people,  and  had  no  other  aim  than  their  permanent 
happiness.  In  a  little  time  after  the  close  of  this  session 
they  were  dissolved  by  proclamation,  and  new  writs  issued 
by  the  lord  chancellor  for  convoking  a  new  parliament* 
The  same  ceremonies  were  practised  with  respect-to  the 
convocations  .of  Canterbury  and  York;  though  they  no 
longer  retained  their  former  importance ;  nor,  indeed,  were 
they  suffered  to  sit  and  deliberate  upon  the  subjects  which 
formerly  fell  under  their  cognizance  and  discussion. 

§  XIV*  In  the  beginning  of  March,  the  ministry  oi 
Great  Britain  had  been  left  witdout  a  head  by  the  death  of 
Mr*  Pelham,  which  was  pot  only  sincerely  lamented  by  his 
sovereign,  but  also  regretted  by  the  nation  in  general,  to 
whose  affection  he  had  powerfully  recommended  himself 
by  the  candour  and  humanity  of  his  conduct  and  character, 
even  while  he  pursued  measures  which  they  did  not  entirely 
approve.  The  loss  of  such  a  minister  was  the  more  deeply 
felt  by  the  government  at  this  juncture,  being  the  eve  of  a 
general  election  for  a  new  parliament,  when  every  adminis- 
tration is  supposed  to  exert  itself  with  redoubled  vigilance 
and  circumspection.  He  had  already  concerted  the  mea- 
sures for  secuiing  a  majority,  and  his  pUn  was  faithfully 
executed  by  his  friends  and  adherents,  who  still  engrossed 

.""the  administration.  His  brother,  the  duke  of  Newcastle, 
was  appointed  first  lord  commissibner  of  the  treasury,  and 
succeeded  as  secretary  of  state,  by  sir  Thomas   Robinson, 
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who  hsid  Ipng  residtd  asaml^assador  at  the  court  of  Vienna. 
The  other  department  of  this  office  was  still  retained  by 
the  earl  of  Holdemesse ;  and  the  function^  of  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  was  performed  as  usual  by  the  lord  chief 
justice  of  the  king's  b^nch,  until  a  proper  person  could  be 
found  to  fill  that  important  office ;  but  in  the  course  of  the 
summer  it  was  bestowed  upon  Mr.  Legge,  who  acquitted 
himself  with  equal  honour  and  capacity*  Divers  other 
akerations  were  made,  of  less  importance  to  the  public,. sir 
George  Lyttleton  was  appointed  coffisrer,  s^nd  the  earl  of 
Hillsborough  comptroller  of  the  household.  Mr.  Get)rgc 
Grenvillc,  brother  to  earl  Temple,  became  treasurer  of  the 
navy:  and  Mr.  Charles  Townshend,  of  whom  we  shall 
have  occasion^  to  speak  in  tHe  sequel,  took  place  as  a  com- 
missioner at  the  board  of  admiralty,  in  the  room  of.  lord 
Barringtofl,  made  master  of  the  wardrobe.  Lord  Hard- 
wicke,  the  chancellor,  was  promoted  to  the  dignity  pf  an 
earl.  The  place  of  lord  chief  justice  of  the  kirig's  bench 
becoming  vacant  by  the  death  of  sir  William  Lee,  was  filled 
with  sir  Dudley  Rider,  and  he  was  succeeded  by  Mr. 
Murray  in  the  office  of  attorney  general. 

§  XV.  The  elections  for  the  new  parliament  generally 
succeeded  according  to^the  wish  of  the  ministry ;  for  oppo- 
sition was  now  dwindled  down  to  the  lowest  state  of  imbe- 
cility. It  had  received  a  mortal  wound  by  the  death  of  the 
late  prince  of  Wales,  whose  adherents  were  too  wise  to 
pursue  aa  ignis  fatuus^  without  any  prospect  of  success  or 
advantage.  Some  of  them  had  prudently  sung  their  pali- 
nodia  to  the  mihistr}^,  and  been  gratified  with  profitable 
employments ;  while  others,  setting  too  great  a  price  upon 
their  own  iipportance,  kept  aloof  till  the  market  was  ovejr, 
and  were  left  to  pine  in  secret  over  their  disappointed  ambi* 
tion.  The  maxims  of  toryism  had  been  relinquished  by 
m^ny,  as  the  barren  principles  of  a  losing  game ;  the  body 
of  the  people  were  conciliated  to  the  established  govern- 
ment ;  and  the  harmony  that  now,  for  the  first  time,  subsisted 
among  all  the  branches  of  the  royal  family,  had  a  wonder- 
ful eflPect  in  acquiring  a  degree  of  popularity  which  they  had 
never  before  enjoyed.  The  writs  being  returned  the  new 
parliament  was  opened  on  the  last  day  of  May  by  the  duke 
of  Cumberland  and  some  other  peers,  who  acted  by  virtue 
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of  a  commiBsion  from  his  majesty.  The  eoramotis  having 
chosen  for  their  speaker  the  right  hoiu  Arthur  Onslow,  irfao 
had  honourably  611ed  that  high  office  in  four  preceding  par* 
Karoents,  he  was  presented  and  approved  by  the  comroission* 
ers.  Then  the  lord  high  chancellor"  harangued  both  houses, 
j^iving  them  to  Understand,  that  his  majesty  had  indulged 
.them  with  this  early  opportunity  of  coming  together,  in  order 
to  compitte  without  loss  of  time  certain  parliamentary  pro- 
ceedings, which  he  judged  would  be  for  the  satisfaction  of 
his  good  subjects ;  but  he  did  not  think  proper  to  lay  before 
them  any  points  of  gtrneral  business,  reserving  evco'y  thing  of 
that  nature  to  the  usual  time  of  their  assembling  in  the 
winter.  On  the  fifth  day  of  June  this  short  session  was  closed^ 
and  the  parliament  prorogued  by  the  lords  commissioners, 

$  XVL  In  the  beginning  of  this  yvar  violent  disputes 
arose  between  the  government  and  the  house  of  commons 
in  Ireland,  on  the  almost  forgotten  subjects  of  privilege  and, 
prerogative.  The  commons  conceived  they  had  an  uB-» 
doubted  right  to  apply  the  surplus  of  their  revenue  towaurds 
national  purposes,  without  the  consent  of  their  sovereign; 
and,  accordingly,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  forty-nine,  -prepared  a  bill  with  this  preamble : 
•*  Whereas  on  the  twenty-'fifth  day  of  March  last  a  con* 
^^  siderable  balance  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  vice  trea* 
**^  surcrs  or  receivers,  general  of  the  kingdom,  or  their 
**  deputy  or  deputies,  nnapplied  \  and  it  will  be  for  your 
"  majesty's  service,  and  for  the  ease  of  your  faithful  sub- 
^^jects  in  this  kingdom,  that  so  much  thereof  as  can  he. 
^''  convenienily  spared  should  be  paid,  agreeably  to  your 
*i  majesty's  most  gracious  intentions,  in  discharge  of  -part 
**  of  the  national  dtbt."  This  appropriation  gave  great 
offencc^to  the  advocates  for  prerogative  in  England,  who 
a^Rrmed  that  the  commons  had  no  right  to  apply  any  part 
of  the  unappropriated  revenue,  or  even  to  take  any  sdch 
afSuir  into  consideration,  without  the  previous  consent  of 
the  crown,  expressed  in  the  most  explicit  terms.  It  was 
in  consequence  of  this  doctrine,  that  the  duke  of  Dorset, 
lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland,  told  them  in  the  next  session  of 
parliament,  held  in  the  year  one  thousand  , seven  hundred 
and  fifty-one,  he  was  commanded  by  the  king  to  acquaint 
them,  that  his  «naji.'Sty,  ever  attentive  to  the  ease  and  hap- 
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piness  of  his  subjects,  would  gpaciously  consent,  and 
reconunend  it  to  them,  that  such  a  part  of  the  money  then 
remaining  in  his  treasury,  as  should  be  thought  consistent 
with  the  public  service,  be  applied  towards  the  further 
reduction  of  the  national  debt*  This  declaration  alarmed 
the  commons,  zealous  as  they  were  for- the  preservation  of 
their  privileges;  and  in  their  address  of  thanks,  which,- 
like  that  of  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  used  always 
to  echo, back  the  words  df  the  speech,  they  made  ho  men^ 
tion  of  his  majesty^s  consent;  but  only  acknowledged  his 
gracious  attention  to  their  ease  and  happiness,  in  recom* 
mending  ,to  them  the  application  of  the  surplus.  They 
accordnigly  resolved  to  apply  one  hundred  and  twenty 
thousand  pounds  of  that  overplus  towards  the  discharge  of 
the  national  debt ;  and,  in  the  preamble  of  the  bill,  framed 
for  this  purpose,  made  no  mention  of  his  majesty's  consent, 
though  before  they  had  acknowledged  his  goodness  ia 
recommending  this  application.  The  ^ministry  in  England 
were  highly  offended  at  this  purposed  omission,  which  they 
construed  into  a  wilful  encroachment  onthc  prerogative; 
and  the  bill  was  sent  back  with  an  alteration  in  the  pream* 
ble,  signifying  his  majesty's  consent  •as  well  as  recommen- 
dation. The  Irish  house  of  commons  being  at  that  time 
deeply  engaged  in  a  minute  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  ^ 
gentleman,  a  sei-vant  of  the  crown,  and  a  member  of  theit 
own  house,  accused  of  having  misapplied  a  large  sum  of 
money,  with  which  he  had  been  intrusted,  for  rebuilding  or 
repairing*  the  barracks,  were  now .  unwilling  to  embroil 
diemselves  farther  with  the  government,  uniil  this  affair 
should  be  discussed.  They,  therefore,  passed  the  bill  with  . 
the  alteration,  and  proceedtd  with  their  inquir}'.  The  per- 
son was  convicted  of  having  misapplied  the  public  money, 
and  ordered  to  make  the  barracks  fit  for  the  reception  and 
accommodation  of  the  troops  at  his  ^wn  expense.  They 
did  not,  however,  tieglect  to  assert  what  they  thought  their 
rights  and  privileges,  when  the  next  opportunity  occurred. 
The  duke  of  Dorset,  when  he  opened  the  session  of  this 
year,  repeated  the  expression  of  his  n^ijesty's  gracious 
consent,  in  mentioning  the  surplus  of  the  publjc  money. 
Tkey    again  omitted   that   word    in    thchr  s^ddress;    and 
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resolved,  in  their  bill  of  application,  not  only  to  sink  this 
odious  term,  but  likewise  to  abate  in  their  complaisance  to 
the  crown,  by  leaving  out  that  expression  of  grateful 
^knowledgnient,  which  had  met  with  such  a  cold  reception 
above.  By  thid  time  the  contest  had  kindled  up  two  vio- 
lent factions,- and  diifused  a  general  spirit  of  resentment 
through  the  whole  .  Irish  nation.  The  committee  who 
prepared  the  bill,  instead  of  inserting  the  usual  compli- 
ments in  the  preamble,  mentioned  nothing  but  a  recital  of 
facts,  and  sent  it  over  in  a  very  plain  dress,  quite  destitute 
of  all  embroidery.  The  ministry,  intent  upon  vindicating 
the  prerogative  from  such  an  unmannerly  attack,  filled  up 
the  omissions  of  the  committee^  and  sent  it  back  with  this 
alteration :  "  And  your  majesty,  ever  *  attentive  to  the  ease 
and  happiness  of  your  faithful  subjects,  has  been  gra- 
ciously pleased  to  signify  that  you  would  consent,  and  to 
i'  recommend  it  to  us,  that  so  much  of  the  money  remain- 
"  ing  in  your  majesty's  treasury  as  should  be  necessary  to 
"  be  applied  to  the  discharge  of  the  national  debt,  or  such 
"  part  tliereof  as  should  be  thought  expedient  by  parlta- 
"  ment."  This  then  being  the  crisis,  which  was  to  deter- 
mine a  constitutional  point  of  such  importance,  namely, 
whether  the  people  in  parliament  assembled  have  a  right 
to  deliberate  upon,  and  vote  the  application  of  any  part  of 
the  unappropriated  revenue,  without  the  previous  consent 
of  the  crown ;  those  who  were  the  most  zealously  attached 
xo  the  liberties  of  their  country  resolved  to  exert  themselves 
in  opposing  what  they  conceived  to  be  a  violatioti  of  those^ 
liberties ;  and  the  bill,  with  its  alterations,  was  rejected  by 
a  ^majority  of  five  voices.  The  success  of  their  endeavours 
was  celebrated  with  the  most  extravagant  rejoicings,  as  a 
triumph  of  patriotism  over  the  arts  of  ministerial  corrup- 
tion ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  all  the  servants  of  the 
crown,  who  ^ad  joined  the  popular  cry  on  this  occasion, 
were  in  a  little  dismissed  from  their  employments.  The 
rejection  of  the  bill  was  a  great  disappointment  to  the 
creditors  qf  the  public,  and  the  circulation  of  cash  was 
almost  stagnated.  These  calamities  were  imputed  to  arbi- 
trary designs  in  the  governnnent ;  and  the  people  began  io 
be  inflamed  with  an  enthusiastic  spirit  of  independ^nqy^ 
which  might  h^ive   produced  mischievous   efFeats,  had  not 
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mtful  std]yt  been  taken  to  hring  ov dr  the  demsgogues,  and 
thus  divert  the  stream  of  popular  clamour  from  the  miniii* 
try  ifl  those  very  individuals  who  had  been  the  idol»  of 
popular  veneration.  The  speaker  of  the  house  of  com^ 
jBons  was  promoted  to  the  d^nity  of  an  earl ;  and  some 
other  patriots  were  gratified  with  lucrative  employments* 
His  majesty's  letter  arrived  for  paying  off  seventy^fiva^ 
thousand  five  hundred  pounds  of  the  national  debt*  The 
circulation  was/  thus  animated,  and  the  resentment  of  the 
populace  subsiding,  the  kingdom  retrieved  its  former 
tranqiipUity.  ..  , 

$  XVII.  The  ambition  and  intrigues  of  the  French 
eourt,  by  which  llie  British  interest  was  invaded  and 
disturbed  on  the  continent  of  America,  had  also  extended 
itself  to  the  East  Indies,  where  they  endeavoured  to  cn\* 
broil  the  English  company  with  divers  nabobs,  or  princes, 
who  governed  different  parts  of  the  peninsula  intri  OsLn* 
gem.  That  the  reader  may  have  a  clear  and  distinct  idea 
of  these  transactions  "ive  shall  exhibit  a  short  sketch  of  the 
English  forts  and  setdements  in  that  remote  country.  The 
first  of  these  we  shall  mention  is  Surat,'  in  the  province  so 
jcalled,  situated  between  the  twenty- first  and  twenty«second 
degrees  of  north  latitude:  from  hence  the  penitisula 
stretches  into  the  Indian  ocean  as  far  as  the  latitude  of 
«ight  north,  ending  in  a  point  at  Cape  Coniorin,  which  is 
the  southern  extremity*  To  the  northward  this  peninsula 
joins  to  Indostan,  and  at  its  greatest  breadth  extends  sevefi 
hundred  miles*  Upon  the  west,  east,  and  south  it  is 
washed  by  the  sea.  It  comprehends  the  kin||j;doms  of 
Malabar,  Decan,  Golcohda,  and  Bisnagar,  with  the  prtnci^ 
^paiittes  of  Gingi,  Tanjour,  and  Madura.  The  western  / 
aide  is  distinguished  by  the  name  of  the  Malabar  coast : 

'  I  Se\fnX  European  naitooa  had  8&*Uleraeiito  at  Sural,  which  wta  one  of  ih^ 
nibst  frequfented  cities  of  the  east,  from  the  great  concourse  of  Mahometan  pil- 
l^ma,  who  make  it  tkeir  road  from  India^  in  their  vmtB  to  the  tomb  of  their  pro- 
phet al,  Mecca.  In  ortler  to  keep  the  seas  clear  of  nirates  bet^veon  Surat  <nd  thft 
gatf  of  Arabia  and  Persia,  the  mogul  had  been  at  tne  annual^  expense '  of  a  Ikfflt 
dti4^.Ji||ed  out  on  porpoae  to  «ari'y  the  pilgrims  to  Jud<i«y  which  is  within  a.fm«ll 
distance  of  Mecca.  For  the  security  of  this  shi]*,  as  well  as  to  protect  the  trade 
W  SujVt,  he  gvaBted  tahis  admiral,  the  tiddee  ohief  of  a  colonel  of  oaftVees,  or 
Maejesy  a  revenue  called  the  tanka,  to  the  value  of  three  lacks  of  rupees,  ampuot* 
log  to  above  thirty-seven  Chousand  pocmds,  arising  partly  from  the  adjacent  landi^ 
•ad  partly^  from  the  revennea  of  ^urat,  which  were  p«id  him  ^  early  by  tfe 
governor  of  the  castle,  who  is  appointed  by  the  mogul  to  keep  the  cit^  under  p^< 
<(fer  awl^etiod,  witlMHit,  howetttr ,  iaternrrmg  with  the  go¥emtt«»t  ot  iL 
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the  etstem  takes  the  de^omimiticni  of'Coromandel;  and^ 
in  different  parts  of  this  long  sweep,  fr6in  Surat  Tound 
Cape  Comorin  to  the  bottom  of  the  bajr  of  Bengal,  die 
English  and  bther  European  powers  have,  with  the  conseipt 
of  the  mogul,  established  forts  and  trading  settlements* 
All  these  kingdoms,  properly  speaking,  belong  to  the .  mo- 
gul; but  his  |x>wer  was  so  Weakened  by  the  last  invasion 
of  Kouli  Kahn,  that  he  has  not  been  able  to  assert  his 
empire  over  this  remote  country ;  the  tributary  princes  of 
which,  and  even  the  nabobs,  who  were  originally  governors 
appointed  under  their  authority,  have  rendered  themselves 
indep^dent  and  exert  an  absolute  dominion  over  their 
respective  territories,  without  acknowledging  his  superiority 
either  by  tribute  or  homage*  These  princes,  when  they 
quarrel  among  themselves,  naturally  have  recourse  to  the 
assistance  of  such  European  powers  as  are  settled  in  or 
near  their  dominions;  and  in  the  same  manner  the  East 
Indian  companies  of  the  European  powers  which  happen 
to  be  at  war  with  each  other  never  fail  to  interest  the 
nabobs  in  the  dispute* 

§  XVIIL  The  next  English  settlement  to  Surat,  on 
the  coast  of  the  peninsula,  is  Bombay,  in  the  kingdom  of 
>J[)ecan,  a  small  island,  with  a  very  convenient  harbour 
about  five-and-forty  leagues  to  the  south  of  Surat.  The 
town  is  very  populous :  but  the  soil  is  barren,  and  the  cli- 
mate unhealthy ;  and  the  commerce  was  rendered  very 
precarious  by  the  neighbourhood  of  the  famous  corsair 
Angria,  until  his  port  of  Geriah  was  taken,  and  his  fortifi- 
cations demolished*  The  English  company  likewise  carry 
on  some  traffic  at  Dabul,  about  forty  leagues  farther  to  the 
south,  in  the  province  of  Cuncan*  In  the  same  southerly^ 
progression,  towards  the  point  of  the  peninsula,  we  arrive 
at  Carwar,  in  the  latitude  of  fifteen  degrees,  where  there 
is  a  small  fort  and  factory  belonging  to  the  company,. stamd- 
tn^  on  the  south  side  of  a  bay,  with  a  river  capable  of 
receiving  ships  of  pretty  large  burden*  The'  climate  here 
Is  remarkably  salubrious;  the  country  abounds  with  provi- 
sions of  all' sorts,  and  the  best  pepper  of  India  g^ows  in 
this  neighbourhood.  The  next  English  settlement  we  find 
at  Tillicherry,  where  the  convpany  has  erected  a,  fort,  to 
defend  their  commerce  of  pepper  and  cardamoms  from  the 
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ibsults  of  tbe  riyah,  who  governs  this,  part  of  JVIalaban 
Hither  the  £oglish  trade  was  removed  from  Calkut,  a 
large  town,  that  stands  fifteen  leagues  to  the  southward  of 
Tillicberry,  and  was  as  well  frequented  as  any  port  on  the 
coast  of  the  Indian  peninsula*  The  most  southerly  settle- 
ment which  ,  the  English  pos^ss  on  the  Malabar  coast  i$ 
that  of  Anjengo,  between  the  eighth  and  ninth  degrees  of 
latitude.  It  is  defended  by  a  regular  fort,  situated  on  a 
broad  river,  which  falls  into  the  sea,  and  would  be  very 
eommodious  for  ^  trade,  were  not  the  water  on  the  bar  top 
shallow  tp  adniit  ships  of  considerable  burden*  Then 
turning  the  cape,  and  passing  through  the^  strait  of  Chilao, 
formed  by  the  island  of  Ceylon,  we  arrive  on  the  coast  of 
Coromandel,  which  forms  the  eastern  side  of  the  isthmus* 
Prosecuting  our  course  in  the  northern  direction,  the  first 
£nglish  factory  we  reach  is  that  of  Fort  St.  Davids,  for- 
merly called  Tegapatan,  situated  in  the  latitude  of  eleven 
degrees  forty  minutes  north,  within  the  kingdom  of  Gingi^ 
It  was  about  six*and-twenty  years  ago  sold  by  a  Mahratta 
prjnce  to  the  East  India  company,  and,  ne&t  to  Bombay,  is 
the  most  considerable  settlement  we  have  yet  mentioned. 
Its  territory  extends  about'l&ight  miles  along  the  coast,  and 
half  that'  space  up  to  the  country,  which  is  delightfully 
watered, by  a  variety  of  rivers:  the  soil  is  fertile,  and  ^ 
climate  healthy.  The  fort  is  regular,  well  provided  with 
cannon,  ammunition,  and  a  numerous  garrison,  which  is  the 
more  necessary,  on  account  of  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
French  settlement  at  Pondicherry."  But  the  chief  settle-- 
tkment  belonging  to  the  company  on  this  coast  is  tha^  of 
Madras,  or  Fort  St.  George,  standing  farther  to  the  norths 
«ward,  between  the,  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  degrees  of 
latitude,  and  not  a  great  way  from  the  duimond  mines  of 
Ookonda.  It  is  seated  on  a  flat,  barren,  scorching  sand, 
so.  near  thesea,  that,  ijEi  bad  weather,  the  walls  are  endan- 
gered by  the  mighty  purges  rolled  in  from  the  ocean.  As 
the  soil  is  bari'en,  the  climate  is  so  intensely,  hot,  that  it 
would  be  altogether  uninhabitable,  were  not  the  ^eat  mitt- 
j^ated  by  the  sea-breezes.  On  the  land  side  it  is  defended 
by  a  salt  water' river,  which,  wl\ile   it  contributes  to  the 
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lack,  the  mogul's  viceroy  of  Decan,  having  the  ^rig^t  of 
Botninating  a  governor  of  the  Camatick,  now  more  geoe-. 
rally  known  by  the  name  of  the  nabob  of  Arcot,  appcnnted 
Anaverdy  K^han  to  that  office,  in  the  year  one  ^thousand 
«even  hundred'  and  forty- five.  The  viceroy  dyidg  wmM 
Bucceeded  in  his  viceroyalty  or  subanhip^by  bis  secondaott 
Nazirzing,  whom  the  mogul  confirmed.  He  was  opposed 
in  his  pretensions  by  his  own  cousin  Muzapherzing,  who 
had  recourse  to  the  assistance  of  M«  Dupleix,  and  obtmced 
from  him  a  reinforcement  of  Europeans  and  aruUery,  ia 
consideration  of  many  presents  and  promises- which  he- ful- 
filled in  the  sequel.  Thus  reinforced,  and  joined  by  .  one 
Chunda  Saib,  an  active  Indian  chief,  he  took  the  Md 
against  his  kinsman  Nazirzing,  who  ws|s  supported  by  a 
body  of  English  troops  under  colonel  Laurence.  Tlw 
French,  dreading  an  engagement^  retired  in  the  night ;  and 
Muzapherzing,  seeing  himself  abandoned  by  all  his  own 
troops,  appealed  to  the  clemency  of  his  cousin,  wh/s  spared 
his  life,  but  detained  him  as  a  state  prisoner.  In  this 
situation,  he  formed  a  conspiracy  against  his  kinsman's  life^ 
with  Nazirzing's  prime  minister,  and  the  nabobs  of  Cado- 
pab  and  Condaneor,  then  in  his  camp ;  and  the  conspirators 
were  encouraged  ifn  their  scheme  by  Dupleix  and  Ghunda 
Saib,  who  had  retired  to  Pondicherry.  Thus .  stimulated 
they  murdered  Nazirzing  in  his  camp,  and  proclaimed 
Muzapherzing  viceroy  of  Decan.  In  the  tents  of  the 
fnurdered  viceroy  they  found  an  immense  treasure,  <rf* 
which  a  great  share  fell  to  M.  Dupleix,  whom  Muzapher- 
zing the  usurper  at  this  time  associated  in  the  government. 
By  virtue  of  this  association  the  Frenchman  assumed  the 
state  and  formalities  of  an  eastern  prince ;  and  he  and 
his  colleague  Muzapherzing  appointed  Chunda  Saib  nabob 
of  Arcot;  Anaverdy  Khan,  the  late  nabob,  had  been,  in 
the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-nine,  de- 
feated and  slain  by  Muzapherzing  and  Chunda  Saib,  with 
the  assistance  of  their  French .  auxiliaries  i  and  his  soa 
Mahommed  Ali  Khan  had  put  himself  under  the  protec- 
tion of  the  English  at  Madras,  and  was  confirmed  .^r 
Niizirzing,  as  his  father's,  successor  in  the.  psdsobship,  or 
government  of  Arcot.  This  government,  therefore,  was 
dij^ptued   between   Mahommed   Ali    Khan,  appointed  by 
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the  legal  viceroy  Nazirzing,  supported  ,  by  the  Etig* 
li«h  company,  and  Chunda  Saib,  Dominated  1^  the^ 
usurper  Af  uzapherzing,  and  protected  by  Dupl^ix,  who 
commahded  at  Pondicherry*  Muzapherz'mg  did  not  long 
sarvive  his  ustti'pation*  In  the  year  one  thousand  ^even 
bmidred  and  ^fty-one,  the  same  nabobs  who  had  promoted 
faim  to  his  kinsman's  place,  thinking  themselves  ill  rewaVd** 
id  fer  their  services,  fell  upon  him  suddenly,  routed  his 
troops,  and  and  put  him  to  death ;  and  next  day  the  chiefs 
of 'the  army  proclaimed  Sallabatzing,  brother  to  Nazirzing, 
viceroy  of  Decan  ;  on  the  other  hand,  the  xtiogul  appointed 
Gauzedy  Khan,  who  was  the  elder  brother  of  SalUbatzing ; 
litd  this  prince  confirmed  Mahommed  Ali  Khan  in  the 
govei^m^nt  of  Arcot :  but  the  affairs  of  tke  mogul's  couit 
were  then- in  such  confusion,  that  he  could  not  spare  an 
army  to  support  the  nomination  he  had  made,  ,  Chunda 
Sftib,  nabob  of  Arcot,  having  been  deposed  by  the  great 
mogul,  Vho  placed  Anaverdy  Khan  in  his'  room,  he 
resolved  to  recover  his  government  by  force^  and  had^ 
recourse  to  the  French  general  at  Pondicherry,  who  rein- 
forced him  with  two  thousand  sepoys,  or  soldiers  of  the 
eountry,  sixty  cafirees,  and  four  hundred  and  twenty 
French  troops,  on  condition  that,  if  he  proved  successful 
in  his  enterprise,  he  should  cede  to  the  French  the  town  of 
Velur,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Pondicherry,  with  its- 
dependencies,  consisting  of  forty-five  villages.  Thus 
reinforced,  he  defeated  his^  rival  Anaverdy  Khan,  who  lost 
his  life  '  in  the  engagement,  resumed  the  government  of 
Arcot,  and  punctually  performed  the  conditions  which  had 
been  stipulated  by  his  French  allies. 

*  $  XX.  Mahommed  Ali  Khan  at  the  death  of  his 
father  had  fled  to  Tiruchirapalli°,  and  solicited  the  assis- 
tance of  the  English,  who  favoured  him  with  a  reinforce- 
ment of  money,  men,  and  ammunition,  under  th^  conduct 
of  major  Laurence,  a  brave  and  experienced  otf  c6r.^  By 
dint  of  this,  supply,  he  gained  some  advantages  over  the 
enemy,  who  were  obliged  to  retreat;  but  no  decisive  blow 
was  given.     Mahommed  afterwards  repaired  in  person  to* 

n  Tirucliirapalli,  commonly  called  Trichmopoly,  »tuate4  near  the  river 
Cauveri,  above  two  hundred  miles  to  the  southward  of  Madras,  Is  the  cai)ital  oi*  a 
amaU  kingdom  beiotiging  to  the  government  of  Arcot,  and  bQundjd  on  the  east 
"by  the  kingdom  of  1  anjore. 
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Fort  SL  Davids,  to  demand  more  powerfal  sitecouni, 
•llegmg  that  his  fate  was  connected  with  the  hiterest  of  dit^ 
English  company,  which  in  time  wotdd^  be  obliged  to  absn- 

,  don  the  wliole  coast,  should  they  allow  the  enemy  to  ^pro* 
ceed  in  their  conquests.  In  consequence  of  these  represen* 
tations,  he  received  another  istrong  reinforcement^  under 
the  command  of  captain  Cope ;  but  nothing  of  importHDce 
was  attempted,  and  the  English  auxiliaries  retired.  Then 
Mahommed  was  attacked  by  the  enemy,  who  obtained  a 
complete  victory  over  hinu  Finding  it  impossible '  tc^ 
matntaifi  his  footing  by  his  own  strength^  he  entered  iotci 
a  close  alliance  with  the  English,  and  ceded  to  them  som# 
commercial  points,  which  had  been  long  tn  dispute.  Then 
they  detached  captain  Cope  to  put  Tiruchirapalli  in  ti  po$«« 
ture  of  defence ;  while  captain  de  Gingins,  a  Swiss  officer, 
marched  at  the  head  of  four  hundred  Europeans  to  the 
nabob's  assistance.  The  two  arnues  being  pretty  equal  ill 
strength,  lay '  encamped  in  sight  of  each  other  a  whole 
month ;  during  which  nothing  happened  but  a  few  skir* 
mishes,  which  generally  terminated  to  the  advantage  of  the 
English  auxiliaries.  In  order  to  make  a  diversion,  asid 
divide  the  French  forces,  the  company  resolved  to  send  a 
detachment  intp  the  province  of  Arcot ;  and  this  was  one 
of  the  first  occasions  upon  which  the  extraordinary  talents 
of  Mr.  Clive  were  displayed.  He  had  entered  into  thfe 
service  of  the  East  India  company  as  a  writer,  and  was 
considered  as  a  person  very  indifferently  qualified  for  suc^  , 
ceeding  in  any  civil  station  of  life.  He  now  offered  his 
services  in  a  military  capacity,  and  actually  began  his  m^rch 
to  Arcot,  at  the  head  of  two  hundred  anS  ten*  Europeans 
with  five  hundred  sepoys.* 

$  ]^XI.  Suc)^  was  the  resolution,  secrecy  and  despatch 
with  which  he  conducted  this  enterprise,  that  the  enemy 
knew  nothing  of  his  motions  until  he  was  in  possession  of 
the  capital,  which  he  took  without  opposition.  The  infaab* 
itants,  expecting  to  be  plundered,  offered  him  a  large  sum 

,  to  spare  their  city ;  but  they  derived  their  security  from 
the  generosity  and  discretion  of  the  conquerof .  He 
jeCused  the  proffered  ransom,  and  issued  a  proclamation, 

o  Th«  scfxiyft  are  tlie  intreciuurMt  of  tbo  eoontrj,  who  are  hired  mt  ^fA» 
diers  occatipnaity  by  afl  parties. 
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immiftttiigv  that  those  who  were  willing  to  remain  to  their 
houses  should  be  protected  from  insult  arid  injury,  and  the 
rest  have  leave  to  retire  with  all  their  effects  except  provi- 
sions, for  which  he  promised  to  pay  the  full  value.  By 
Alls  sage  conduct  he  conciliated  the  affections  of  the^peO- 
fkkf  so  entirely,  that  even  those  who  quitted  the  place  sup- 
plifed  him  with  exact  intelligence  of  the  enemy^s-  designs, 
when  he  was  besieged  in  the  sequel.  The  towii  was  in  a 
little,  tiihe  invested  by  Raja  Saib,  son  of  Chunda  Saib,*at 
the*  head  of  a  numerous  army,  and  the  operations  of  the 
siege  were  conducted  by  E^urppean  engineers.  Though 
their  approaches  were  retarded  by  the  repeated  and^  reso- 
hite  sallies  of  Mr.  CUve,  they  at  length  effected  two 
breaches  supposed  to  be  practicable ;  and  on  the  14th  day 
of  Oatober,*  in  the  year  1/51,  gave  a  general  assault.  Mr. 
Clive,-  having  received  intimation  of  their  design,  had 
AMide  such  preparations  for  their  reception,  that  they  were 
Impulsed  in  every  quarter  with  great  loss,  and  obliged  to 
Iraiiie  the  #iege  with  the  utmost  precipitation. 

4'  XXII.  This  gallant  Englishman;  not  contented 'with 
At  rejputation  he  had  acquired  for  his  noble  defence,,  was 
no  5O0^er  reinforced  by  a  detachment  under  captain  Kirk- 
patrick  from  Trichinopoly,  than  he  marched  in  pursuit  of 
the.  eiiemy,  whom  he  overtook  in  the  plains  of  A  rani. 
THere,  on  the  third  day  of  Decembei^,  he  attacked  them 
with  irresistible  impetuosity ; .  and,  after  an  obstinate  dis- 
pute, obtaiiied  a  complete  victory  at  a  very  small  expense. 
jThe  forts  of  Timery,Caujeveram,  and  Aranie,  .Burrendered 
to  the  terror  of  his  name,  rather  than  to  the«  force  of  his 
arms ;  and  he  returned  to  fort  St.  Davids  in^  triumph. 
He  had  et^oycid  a  vety  few  weeks  of  repose,  when  he  was 
sammoned  l^  the  field  by  fresh  incursions  of  the  enemy* 
la  the  beipnning  of  the  year  one  thousand  seven' hundred 
and  fifty^-tMA),  he  marched  with  a  small  detachment  to  Ma- 
icii^^'  ^here  he  was  joined  by  a  reinforcement  from  Bengal, 
.liie  whole  number  not  exceeding  three  hundred  Europeans, 
and  astfembled  a  body  of  the  naltives,  that  he  ihigfht  at  le^t 
have  the  appearance  of  an  army.  With  these  he  proceeded 
|o  IQoveripauk,  about  fifteen  miles  from  Arcoti^  wb^vevhe 
found  the  French  and  Iiulians,  consisting  of  fifteen  himi? 
dred  sepoys,  seventeen,  hundred  horsey  a  body  of  natives, 
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und  oae  himdred  aad  fifty  EurofMml^  wkh  eight  flpo^  ^ 
cannon.  Though  they  were  achrantageoutly  posted  and 
intrenched,  and  the  day  was  already  far  advanced,  Mr« 
Clive  advanced  agains;lthem  with  his  usual  intrepidity ;  but 
the  victory  remained  for  some  time  in  suspense.  .  It  was 
now  dark,  and  the  battle  doubtful,  when  Mr.  CUve  sen! 
round  a  detachment  to  fall  in  the  rear  of  the  French  battery* 
This  attack  was  executed  with  great  resolution,  while  the 
English  in  front  enftcfcd  the  intrenchmenU  with  their  bayo^ 
nets  $xed ;  and^  though  very  little  tinctured  with  disciplini^ 
displayed  jtbe  spirit  and  activity  of  hardy  veterans*  This 
4piibie  attack  disconcerted  the  enemy  in  such  a  manner^ 
that  they  soon  desisted  from  all  opposition.  A  considerable 
carnage  ensued;  yet  the  greater  part  of-  the  ;eaemy,  both 
hone  and  foot,  saved  themselves  by  flight,  under  cover  of 
die  darkness.  The  French,  to  a  man,  threw  down  their 
arms,  aud  surrendered  themselves  prisoners  of  war :  and 
all  Ae  cannon  and  baggage  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  victf»% 
4  XXIII.  The  province  of  Arcot  being  thus  deficf^ 
#f  the  enemy,  Mr,  Clive  with  his  forces^  returned  to  fort  St. 
Oavids,  where  he  found  majorXaurence  just  arrived  frcm 
^England,'  to  take  upon  him  the  command  of  the  trOQfur.in 
the  compan3r's  service.  On  the  eighteenth  day  of  March 
this  o^cer,  accompanied  by  m^or  Clive  took  ^he  fi^ld,  Md 
was  joined  by  captain  de  Git^ns  at  Tiruchira{mUi«  From 
H^nce  he  detached  Mr.  Clivc  with  four  hundred  Eutopean 
soldiers,  a  few  Mahratta  horse,  and  a  body  of  sepoys,  to 
fUtoif  the  enemy's  retreat  to  Pondicberry.  Isi  the  course 
of  this  expedition  he  dislodged  a  strong  body^f  the  foe 
posted  at  Skimiaveramy.and  oUiged  Chunda Saib ,to  throw  a 
body  of  troops  into  a  strong  fortified  temple^  or/  pagodm 
vipon  the  river  Kolenoon,  which  was  iinmediaibely  in^eatod*- 
The  comm«nding  officer,  in  attempting  to  escape,  was  slaift 
with  some  others,  and  the  Test  surrendered  at  discretipn* 
They  were  still  in  possession  of  another  fortified  tempk, 
vrhich  he  also  besieged  in  form,  and  reduced  by  capitulatiMii 
Having  subdued  these  forts,  he  marched  directly  to  Vcl* 
ponda,  whither  lie  understood  the  French  commander  D' An* 
f euil  bad  retired..  Ife  found  that  officer  intrenched,  in  a 
grillage,  from  whence  he  drove  him  with  precipitataoui  aqd 
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tede  kiinMtf  mmtei:  of  the  French  ctnuoti.  The  enemy 
atiempled  to  save  ihemselves  in  the  neigfabotiring  fort ;  but 
^  the  gates  being  shut  against  them  by  the  governor^  wha 
was  apprehensive  that  they  wooLd  be  followed  pellmeil  by 
die  Englbh,  Mr«  Cltve -attacked  them  with  great  fuvy,  and 
made  a  c^sideraUe  slaugltter :  but  his  huinanity  being; 
shocked  at  tUs  carnage,  he  sent  a  flag  of  tsuce  to  the  van- 
quisbed,  with  terms  of  cqiitulation,  which  they  readily  em- 
braced* These  articles  imported,  that  D'Anteuil,  and 
three  odier  oScers,  sbould  /remain  prisoners  on  parole  for 
0ne  year^  that  the  garrison  should  be  exchanged,  and  the 
money  and  stores  be  delivered  to  the  nabob  whom  the 
Stilish  supported* . 

$  XXiy.  During  these  trausactions  Chunda  Saib  lay 
encamped ,  with  ait  army  of  thirty  thousand  men  at  Syrii»- 
ham«  an  idand  in  the  neighbourhood  of  TiruchirapaUi^ 
whkh  he  longed  eagerly  to  possess.  Hither  major  Laurence 
marched  with  bis  Indian  allies,"^  and  took  his  measures  so 
well,  that  the  enemy's  proviwoas  were  entirely  intercepted. 
Gluinda  Saib,  in  attempting  to  fly  was  taken  prisoner  by  the 
nabob  of  Tanjore,  an  aUy  of  .the  English  company,,  who 
ordered  his  bead  to  be  struck  off,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
disputes  wiuch  otherwise  woukl  have  arisen  amoilg  fhe 
captors.'  The  main  body  of  the  army  being  attacked  by 
asi^ir  Laurence,  and  totally  defeated,  the  iskmd  of  Syvin-' 
ham  was  surrendered,  and  about  a  thousand  Europeans 
French  soldiers,  under  the  command  of  Mr.  Law,  nephew^ 
to  the  famous  Law  who  schemed  the  Mississi|)pi  company, 
fell  into  Ae  bands  of  the  conquerors,  including  thirty  officl^rs^ 
with  forty  pieces  of  cannon,  and  ten  mortars*  M •  Dttplei% 
ihou^  exceedingly  mortified  by  this  disastar,  resolved  to 
maintain  the  cause  which  he  had  espoused.  Ha  prc^claimed 
Bsgab  Saib,  the  son  of  Chunda  Sa}b,'nabob  of  Areot;  ted 


q  Hir  army  consiite'd  of  twel«^e  hundred  Europesnt  and  Topaases  in  Bat- 
talkms^  two  tlMosand  sep^ys^  with  the  foreesof  the  naboby  the  kinp  of  Tanjore^ 
Maissack,  and  the  Mahrattas ;  amounting  to  fifteen  hundred  horse  and  ten  thou- 
iaad  inlantry.  Topaase*  are  descc^ndants  from  the  Portuguese.  The  Mahrattas 
are .  native  Indians  of  a  very  numecdus  and  powerful  nation^  which  hAth  more 
tluin  once  given  law  to  the  mogul. 

.r  Chanda  Saib  demanded  leate  of  the  Tanjore  |eaeral  to  |mi8»  througi 
his  eamp  to  Tanjore,  and  this  request  was  granted  ;  but  mstead  of  being  allowed 
Is  pass,  he  was  detained  prisonei^,  and  as  the  allies  oould  not  agree  about  the 
manner  in  which  he  should  be  diaposed  of^  some  of  the  TaitjoreomtJersj'Of  Ifheib 
own  accord,  ended  the  dispute  hy  cutting  off  his  head. 
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afterwards  pretended  that  he  himself  had- received  from  the 
mogul  sanids  or  commissions,  appointing  him  governor  of 
all  the  Carnatic,  from  the  river  Kristnah,  to  the  sea :  but 
these  sanids  appeared  in  the  sequel  to  be  forged*    In  order 
to  complete  the  comedy,  a  supposed  messenger  from  Delhi 
was  received  at  Pondicherry  as  ambassador  from  the  mo« 
gul.     Dupleix,  mounted  on  an  elephant,  preceded  by  music 
and   dancing  women,   in  the  oriental  manner,  received  in 
public  his,  commission  from  the  hands  of  the  pretended 
ambassador       He   affected  the  eastern  state,  kept  his  dap> 
bar  or  court,  where   he  appeared  sitting  crosslegged  cm  a 
sopha,  and  received  presents  as  )Nrince  of  the  country  from 
his  own  counsel,  as  well  as  from  the  natives*     In  the  mean 
time^  hd^ilities  continued  between  the  forces  of  the  two 
companies,  as  auxiliaries  to  the  contending  nsdiobs*     Th€ 
English,   under   major   Kinnier,   'made    an    unsuccessful 
attempt  upon  Ginge,  a  strong  town  situated  to  the  west  of 
Pondicherry*     Major  Laurence  defeated  a  strong  body  of 
French  and  natives,  commanded  by  Dupleix's  nephew^  M* 
de  Kerjean,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Pondicherry,  and  took 
him  prisoner,   together  with  fifteen  officers :  after  this  suc- 
cess, Mr*  Clive  reduced  the  forts  of  Covelong  and  Chen- 
gelput^  the  last  v^ry  strong,  situated  about  forty  miles  to 
the  southward  of  Madras. .    On  the  other  hand,  M*   Du- 
pleis  intercepted   at  sea  captain  Schaub,  with  his  whole 
Swiss  company,    whom   he  detained  prisoners  at  Pondi- 
cherry, although  the  two  nations  were  not  at  war  with  «ach 
other*     During  these  transactions  Sallobatzing,  with  a  body 
of  French  under  M*  de  Bussy,  advanced  towards  Aurenga- 
bad,  which   was    the   seat  of   government;  but   he    was 
opposed  by ,  a  chief  of  the  Mahrattas,  at  the  head  of  a: 
numerous  army*^    In  the  mean  time,  pavrxtAy  Kiian,  the 
elder  brother  of  Siillabntzing,  whom  the  mogul  had  appoint^ 
ed  viceroy  of  Decan,  took  possession  of  his  government  at 
Aurcngabad,  where,  in  foarteen  days  after  his  arrival,  he 
w^8  poisoned  by  his  own  sister.     The  mogul  immediately 
appointed  his  son  Scab  Abadin  Khan  to  succeed  his  father ; 
'  and  this  prince  actually  raised  an   army  to  come  and  take 
possession :   but  the  mbgul's  affairs  requiring  his  presence 
at  Delhi,  he  vas  obliged  to  postpone  liis  design,  so  that 
Sallabatzing  was  left  without  a  competitor,  and  made  a  pre- 
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sent  to  ^e^Fretieh '^  nil  the  English  settiements  to  die 
northward.  Thus  concluded'  the  yedfr  one  thoasand  seven 
hundred  and  >  fiity^two.  Next  campaign  was  chiefly  con*  ' 
fined  to  the  neifghbourhobd  of  Trichinopoly,  where  major 
Laurence  made  several  v>gorous  attacks  upon  the  enemy's 
army,  and  obtsuned  many  advantages,  which,  however,  did 
not  prove  decisive,  because  he  Iras  so*  much  outnumbered 
diat  he  coaid  never  follow  his  Uow. 

$  XX V#  In  the  coome  of  this  y^ar,  the  mogul  was 
deposed  by  his  general  Schah  Abadin  Khan,  the  viceroy  of 
Decan,  who  raised  to  the  throne  Allum  Geer,  another  prince 
of  the  blood.     In  the  sutceeding  year,  a  negotiation  was  set 
on  foot  by.  Mr.  Saunders,  governor  of  Madras,  and  M* ' 
I>apleix  $  and  conferences  were  opened  at  Sadrass  a  Dutch 
set^ment  between  Pondtcherry  an^l  fort  St.  George:  but 
diis  proved  abortive;  and  many  other  gallant  efForta  were 
made  by  major  Laurence  in  %he  territory  of  Triehiuopoly, 
which  3till  continued  to  be  the  seene  of  action.     In  the 
course  of  this  year  admiral  Watson  arrived  on  the  coast  of 
Cqromandel  with  a  aquadron  of  ships  of  war,  having  on 
board  a  reg^iment  commanded  by  colonel  Aldercroon:  at 
the  same  time  the  ships  from  France  brought  t>ver  to  Pon- 
dicherry    the    sieur    Godeheu,   commissary   general   and 
•  governor  general  of  all  their  settlements,  at  Ivhose  arrival 
Dupleix  departed  for  Europe.     The  new  governor  imme- 
diately wrote  a  letter  to  Mr.  Saunders,  professing  the  most 
pacific  indinatioBs,  and  proposing  a  suspension  of  arms 
between  the  two  companies  until  their  disputes  could  be 
amicably  adjusted.     This  proposal  was  very  agreeable  tO' 
the  governor  and  council  at  Madras,  and  a  cessation  of 
arms  actually  took  place  in  the  month  of  October,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-four.     Deputies 
being  sent  to  Pondicherry,  a  provisional  treaty  and  triice 
were  concluded,  on  condition  that  neither  of  the  two  com- 
panies should  for  the  future  interfere  in  any  difference  that 
might  arise  between  the  princes  of  the  countrj-.     The  other 
articles  related  to  the  places  and  settlements  that  should  be 
retained  or  possessed  by  the  respective  companies,  until 
fresh  orders  relating  to  this  agreement  should  arrive  from 
the  courts  of  London  and  Versailles,  transmitted  by  thd 
two  East  India  companies  of  France  and  England.  -    Until 
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•uxsh  orders  should  arrive,  it  was  stipulated  tkit  neiclMR 
nation  should  be  allowed  ta  procure  ^ny  new  gram  or  cea* 
sioo,  or  to  build  forts  for  the  defence  ^f  new  establishmeiiu; 
B»d  that  they  should  not  proceed  to  any  cession^  retraces^ 
sioti)  or  evacuation  of  what  they  then  possessed;,  hut  every 
thing  should  remain  on  the  footing  of  uAfiosndetu.  How 
pacific  soever  the  sentioiiNits  tf  the  Freiueh  subjects  might 
have  been  at  this  period  in  the  East  Indies,  oertaittit  is,  the 
designs  of  the  French  governors  ti»  Amevica  were  alto« 
geth^  hostile,  and  their  conduct  haatemng  towatds  a  mp*^ 
tare,  which  kindled  up  a  bloody  war  in  every  division  <if 
^  globe*  >*  ^ 

^  XXVI»  As  this  war  may  be  termed  a  sainre  o£ 
America,  and  the  principal  scenes  oif  it  were  acted  on.  diat 
continent,  we  shall,  for  the  infocmation  of  due  reader^  sketck 
«kut  the  Situation  of  the  then  >  British  colonks  as  they  bor- 
d«re4  ot)  each  other.^and  exfeepded  along  the  seacoaai,  froat 
th4^  gulf  of  St«  Lawrence  as  far  south  as  the  coimtry.ol 
Florida*  We  shall,  enumerate  the  Indian  nations  that  lie 
scattered  about  their  confine^,  and  delineate  the  manner  in 
which  the.  French  hemmed  them  in  by  a  surprising  line  of 
fortifications*  Shodd  w«  comprehend  Hudson's  Bay^wtdi 
thei  adjacent  countries,  and  the  badks  of  Newfoundland,  m 
this  geog^phical  detail,  we  might  affirm  that  Great  Britam 
at  that  time  possessed  a  territory  along  the  seacoast, 
extendicig  seventeen  hundred  mites  in.  a  direct  line,  from 
the  sixtieth  to  the  thirty-first  degree  of  northern  latitude; 
but  as  these  two  countries  were  not  concerned  in  tliis  dis- 
pute, we  shall  advance  from  the  northward  to  the  southern 
side  of  the  gulf  of  St.  Lawrence ;  and  beginning  with  Aca* 
diaor  Nova  Scotia,  describe  our  settknients,  as  they  lie  in 
^  southerly  direction,  as  far  as  the  gulf  of  Florida.  This 
great  tract  of  country,  stretching  fifteen  degrees  of  latitude, 
is  washed  on  the  east  by  the  Atlantic  Ocean :  the  southern 
boundary  is  Spanish  Florida;  but  to  the  westward  the 
Umits  are  uncertain,  some  affirming  that  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  colonies  penetrates  through  the  whole  continent,  as  far 
as  the  South  Sea;  while  others,  with  more  moderation,  think 
(hey  are  naturally  bounded  by  the  river  lUionois  that  runs 
kito  the, Mississippi,  and  in  a  manner  connects  that  riv^ 
with  the  ch^in  of  lakes  known  by  the  names  of  Michigan, 
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breadth  not  mere 

tP^^  soiL  and  pro- 

^ania^  are 


Jfyawk^  Ericp^'  tod  \ 
with  eath  other,  ancv 
river  St.  Lawrence,  wV 
bee  issues  into  the  l;^ay  <\ 
the  northern  boundaiy  of  . 
had  no  l«gal  claim  to  any  K 
rirec*  nev^rrtheleas,  with  antv 
to  themselves,  not  onljr  extender 
of  the.  St.  LawireftG^y  throagh  v 
country,  as  far  as  tlie  Miiaiftsippi,, 

^iniio  t^e  gulf  of  Flmida;  hutako,' 
leled  encffoachmentsvendeavoured  to\ 
ccdonibs  within'  such  aantxw  limits  as  V 

'  almost  one  half  of  tUek.  pdssesaions.  Av  >^^  sdready 
given  a  geogEaphicalidescriptiQn  of  Nova  S^^dfta,  tnA  men* 
tioopd  the  particiikrs'Af  ths  new  tetdement  of  Halifox,  we 
dMilI-DOw^ cnfy  observe,  Ihat  itis  snrroimded'oii  three  side« 
by  the «ea,  the  gulf,. alid. river  of  St.  Lawroice;  thai  ita 
oaiginal  boundary  to- the  weal  waa  the  river  Penugoetf  but 

"it  ia  now  contraisi«d  Within  die  river  St..  Croix,  hecause  ib9 
crowm  pf  Great  Briiaiadid,  inthe  year  one  thousand  aic 
hundred  and  aixty»tfaree,  geant  to  the  duke  of  York  the  ter- 
riieary  of  fiagadahack^  sjtsvtching'iitimiSt*  Croix,  ta  the  river 
#{  thia  ncasie ;  whioh  wia  in  the  Iseqyei^  an.  ex]Hre8s  charter 
from' the  croum,  anncxedto  the  fproi^ince  of  Massachusett's 
Sajr,  one  of  the^dur  govemtnenots  of  New  England.  Thia 
cbiintry,  sitiiafte.n«xtltoNoina«  Scotia^  liea  between  the  forty* 
fiiBt  and  fbrty-fi£di  degrees  oCirarth  latitude,  extending  near 
three,  hundred  miles  iakngth,  aad  about  two  hundred  in 
breadth,  if  we  faooiid  it  by  dtose  tracts  whidi  the  f  rench 
possessed:  »e jpartiiof  jdte  aettfenientrof  thb  country^ how* 
ever,'atreidseft  libov^  sixty  miles  from  the  sea.  The  sum- 
mer ta!hew  istea&ady  hot,  and  the  winter  proportiqoabty 
aQvere ;  aewrtheless  the  climatje  is  healthy,  and  the  sky 
geaerally  aerenev  -  The  soil  is  not  favourable  to  any  of  the 
Earapeaa  kinds  erf  grain  i  but  produces  great  plenty  of 
maiz,  whkh  the  people  bake  into -bread,  and  brew  into  beer, 
though  their  favourite  drink  cs  aaade  of  molasses  hopped, 
and  impregnated. vfith  die*tops  of  the  spruce  fir,  which  is  a 
native  of  this  country.  The  ground  raises  good  flax  and 
tolerabk  hem^     Here  aorc  gteat  herd^  of  black  cMde,  some 
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bounded  on  the  north  b}'  Pennsylvania,  on  the  east  by  the 
Atlantic  Ocean,  and*by  the  river  Potowmack  on  the  south. 
This  country  waa  .first  planted  with  Roman  catholics,  by 
lord  Baltimorevt6*whom  Charles  II.  granted  it  by  patent. 
In  the  sequel,  however^  people  of  all  religions  were  admit- 
ted into  this  settlement,  and  indulged  with  liberty  of  con- 
science, and  at  present  the  reigning  religion  is  that  of  the 
English  church.  The  clitnate  is  very  sultry  in  summer, 
aad  not  very  salubrious.  The  soil  is  fruitful,  and  produ- 
ces a  great  quantity  of  tobacco,  which  the  people  cultivate 
as  their  staple  commodity.  The  seat,  of  government  is 
established  at  Annapolis,  a  small  town  beautifully  situated 
on  ^he  river  I^ttuxent.  > 

§  XXXI.  Tracing  the  aeacoaat  still  southerly,  the  next 
settlement  is  Virginia,  watered  on  the  north  by  the  river 
Potowmack,  which  is  the  boundary  between  this  and  the 
colony  last  described,  having  the  bay  of  Chesapeak  to  the 
eaat,  bounded  on  the  south  by  Carolina,  and  extending 
westward  without  any  prescribed  limits,  though  the  planta- 

» tions  have  reached  no  farther  than  the  great  Allegany 
mountains  $  so  that  the  province,  as  now  possessed,  stretches 
in  length  above  two  hund^red  and  forty  miles,  and  in  breadth 
tiot  above  two  hundred,  lying  between  the  fifty-fifth  and 
fortieth  degrees  of  latitude.  In  sailing  to  Virginia,  navi- 
gators ?teer  through  a  strait  formed  by  two  points,  called 
the  (^9pes,^nt9  the  bay  of  Chesapeak,  a  large  inlet  that  runs 
three  hundred  miles  into  the  country  from  south  to  porth, 
covere4  from  the  Atlantic  .  Ocean  by  the ,  eastern  side  of 
Maryland,  and  a  small  portion  of  Virginia  on  the  same 
peninsula.  Thi$  noble  bay  is  about  eighteen  miles  broad 
for  a  considerable  space,  and  seven  at  its  narrow e&t  part, 
yielding  generally  nine  fathoms,  depth  of  water:  on  both 
sides  it  receives  many  navigable. rivers,  those  on  the  Vir- 
ginia side  being  known  by  the  name  of  Jan^es  river,  York 
river,  the  Rappahannock,  and  Potowmack.  This  country, 
especially  towards  the  sea^  lies  very  low  and  swampy,  and 
the  soil  is  extremely  fertile.  The  air  and  weather  are  vari- 
able, the  heats  of  summer  excessive,  the  frosts  of  winter 
sudden  and  intensely  cold ;  so   that  upon  the   whole,  the 

^climate  is  neither  very  agreeable  nor  healthy,  the  people 
being  particularly  ^ubject  tp  agues  and  pleuritic  disorders* 
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The  province  abounds  with  vast  forests  of  timber;  the 
plains  are  covered  with  a  surprisipg  luxuriancy  of  vegeta- 
bles, flowers,  and  flowering  ^hrubs,  diffusing  the  most  deli- 
cious fragrance.  The  ground  yields  plenty  of  corn,  and 
every  sort  of  fruit  in  great  abundance  and  perfection. 
Horned  cattle  and  Hogs  have  here  multiplied  to  admiration, 
since  they  were  first  imported  from  Europe.  The  animals, 
natives  of^  this  and  the  neighbouring  countries,  are  deer, 
panthers  or  tigers,  bears,  wolves,  foxes,  squirrels,  racoons, 
and  creatures  called  opossums,  with  an  infinite  variety  of 
beautiful  birds,  and  a  diversity  of  serpents,  among  which 
the  rattle  snake  is  the  most  remarkable. 

§  Xl^lXIL  Virginia  is  bounde4  to  the  south  by  the  two 
CaroUnas,  situated  between  the  forty-sixth  and  thirty-first 
degrees  of  latitude ;  the  length  amounting  to  upwards  of 
four  hundred  miles,  and  the  breadth  extending  near  three 
hundred,  as  far  as  the  Indian  nations  called  the  Catawbas, 
the  Creeks,  and  Cherokees.  The  country  of  Carolina  is 
divided  intp  two  governments,  of  which  the  most  northern 
is  the  most  inconsiderable.  The  climate  in  both  is  the 
same,  as  well  as  the  soil ;  the  first  is  warm,  though  not 
unhealthy;  the  last  extremely  fertile,  yielding  every  thing 
in  plenty  which  is  produced  in  Virginia,  besides  abundance 
of  excellent  oranges,  and  some  commodities  which  are  not 
found  to  the  northward.  North  Carolina,  though  not  so 
opulent,  is  more  populous  than  the  southern  part.  The 
colonists  of  North  Carolina  carry  on  a  considerable  traffic 
in  ta.r,  pitch,  turpentine,  staves,  shingles,  lumber,  corn,  peas, 
pork,  and  beef,  tobacco,  deer  skins,  indigo,  wheat,  rice, 
bees  wax,  tallow,  bacon,  and  hog's  lard,  cotton,  and  squared 
timber,  live  cattle,  with  the  skins  of  beaver,  racoon,  fox, 
minx,, wild  cat,  and  otter.  South  Carolina  is  much  better 
cultivated ;  the  people  are  more  civilized  and  the  commerce 
more  important.  The  capital  of  this  province  called  Charles^ 
town,  is  finely  situated  at  the  confluence  of  iWo  navi^ble 
rivers,  having  the  advantage  of  a  commofllous  harbbur. 
Their  trade,  exclusive  of  the  articles  jve  havfe^  already  men- 
tioned, as  common  to  this  government  and^that  of  North 
Carolina,  consists  of  two  chief  staple  commodities,  rice  and 
indigo,  which  they  cultivate  with  great  success ;  and  they 
have  likewise  made  some  progress  in  the  culture  of  silk^ 
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$  XXXI 11.  The  most  southertk  of  all  our  settlements 
on  this  coast  is  Georgia,  extending  about  sixty  miles  from 
north  to  south,  along  the  seashore ;  but  widening  in  the 
inland  parts  to  above  one  hundred  and  fifty,  and  stretching 
almost  three  hundred  from  the  sea  to  the  Apalachin  moun- 
tains. This  country  diiFers  very  little  from  that  of  South 
Carolinar,  with  which  it  borders  ;  yet  the  summer  is  here 
more  hot  and  the  soil  not  so  fertile.  Savannah,  the  capital, 
stands  commodiously  for  trade,  about  ten  miles  from  the  _ 
seay  on  a  river  of  the  same  name,  navigable  with  large 
b^ts  two'hundred  miles  farther  op  to  t&e  second  town  called 
Augusta,  a  place  that  flourishes  by  the  Indian  trade  of  skms, 
which  the  inhabitants  carry  On  with  their  neighbours  the 
'  Creeks,  the  Chickesaws,  and  the  Cherokees,  who  are  the 
most  numerous  and  powerful  tribes  in  America.  Georgia 
is  bounded  on  the  south  by  the  river  Attamaha,  at  no  great 
distance  from  the  Spanish  fort  of  St.  Augustin. 

§  XXXIV.   Having  thus  exhibited  a  succinct  view  of 
the  British  colonies  in  North  America,  for  the  information 
of  the  reader,  we  shall  now  resume  the  thread  of  our  his* 
tory,  and  particularize  the  transactionsby  which  the  present 
year  was  distinguished  on  this  extensive  continent.     The 
government  of  England  having  received  nothing  but  eva- 
sive answers  from  the  court  of  France,  touching  the  com- 
plaints that  were  made  of  the  encroachments  of  America, ' 
despatched  orders  to  all  the  governors  of  that  country  to 
repel  force  by  force,  and  drive  the  French  from  their  settle- 
ments on  the  river  Ohio.     Accordingly  the  provinces  of 
Virginia  and  Pennsylvania  took  this  important  affair  into 
their  consideration ;  but  while  thev  deliberated,  the  French 
vigorously  prosecuted  their  designs  on  the  other  side  of  the  ' 
tiiountains,  they  surprised  log^s  town,  which  the  Virgini- 
ans had  built  upon  the  Ohio ;  made  thenuselves  masters  of 
the  block  house,  and  truck  house,  where  they  found  skins 
;uid  other  commodities  to  the  amount  of  twenty  thousand 
pounds,  and  destroyed  all  the  British  traders,  except  two 
who  found  means  to  escape.     At  the  same  time,  M.   de 
Contrecceur,  with  a  thousand  men,  and  eighteen  pieces  of 
cannon,  arrived  in  three  hundred  canoes  from  Vfenanga,  a 
fort  they  had  raised  on  the  banks  of  the  Ohio,  and  reduced 
by  surprise  a  British  fort  which  the  Virginians,  had  built 
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on  the  {oiks  of  the  Moft^gaheia,  that  runs  into  the  same 
river. 

§  XXXV.  These  hostilities  were  followed  by  divers 
skirmishes  between  the  people  of  the  two  nations  which  were 
fought  with  vt^rious  success*  At  kngth  the  governors  of 
the  English  settlements  received  orders  from  England  to 
forhi  a  political  confederacy,  for  their  mutual  defence ;  and 
the  governor  of  New  Yotk  was  directed  to  confer  with  the 
chiefs  of  the  s(ix  nations,  with  a  view  to  detach  them  from 
the  French  interest  by  dint  of  promises  and  presents  of 
value^  sent  over  for  that  purpose.  A  congress  was  accord-' 
ingly  appointed  at  Albany,  to  which  place  the  governor  of 
New  York  repaired,  accompanied  by  commissioners  from 
all  the  other  British  settlements :  but  a  verv  small  number 
of  Indians  arrived,  and  even  these  seemed  to  be  indifferent 
to  the  advances  and  exhortations  that  were  made  by  the 
English  orator.  The  truth  is,  the  French  had  artfully 
vT^eaned  them  from  U^eir  attachment  to  the  subjects  of  Great 
Britain;  Nevertheless,  they  accepted  the  presents,  renewed 
their  treaties  with  the  king  of  England,  and  even  demanded 
his  assistance  in  driving  the  French  from  the  posts  and 
possessions  they  had  usurped  within  the  Indian  territories. 
It  was  in  consequence  of  the  measures  here  taken,  that 
cbioiiel  Washington  was  detached  from  Virginia  with  fouiF 
hundred  men,  and  ck:cupied  a  post  oathe  banks  of  the  river 
Ohio,  where  he  threw  up  some  works,  and  erected  a  kind 
of  occasional  fort,  in  hopes  of  being  able  to  defend  himself 
in  that  situation,  until  he  should  be  joined  by  a  reinforce- 
ment from  New  York,  which  however,  did  not  arrive. 

$  XXXVL  While  he  remained  in  this  situation,  de 
'Viller,  a  French  commander,  at  the  head  of  nine  hundred 
men,  being  on  his  march  to  dislodge  Washington,  detached 
one  Jamonville^  ai;i  inferior  officer,  with  a  small  party,  and 
a  formal  summons  to  colonel  Washington,  requiring  him  to 
quit  the  fort,  which  he  pretended  was  built  on  ground 
belonging  to  the  French ;  or  their  allies.  So  little  regard 
was  paid  to  dus  intimation,  that  the  English  fell  upon  this 
party,  and,  as  the  French  affirm,  without  the  least  pro- 
vocation, either  slew  or  took  the  whole  detachment.  De  . 
Viller,  incensed  at  these  unprovoked  hostilities,  marched  up 
to  the  attack,  which  Washington  for  some  time  sustained 
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under  manifold  disadvantages*  Alt  length,  ho^vever^.he  sur- 
rendered the  fort  upon  capitulation,  for  the  performance  of 
which  he  left  two  officers  as  hostages  in  the  luinds  of  the 
French;  and  in  his  retreat  was  terribly  harassed  by  the 
Indians,  who  plundered  his  baggage  ^nd  n^a^sacred  hi^ 
people.  This  event  was  no  sooner  ki^own  in  £lngland,tban. 
the  British  ambassador  at  Paris  received  directions  to  cpm*. 
plain  of  it  to  the  French  tpinistry,  as  an  open  violatipi)  of 
the  peace ;  but  this  representation  had  no  eifect,    . 

$  XXXVII.  Both  nations  by  this  time  forsaw  that  a 
rupture  would  be  inevitable,  and  each  resolved  to  make 
suitable  preparations.  France  continued  to  send  i^inforqe- 
ments  of  men,  and  supplies  of  ammunition  to  Quebec,  for 
the  prosecution  of  her  ambitious  projects ;  ^nd  the  ministry 
of  Great  Britain  transmitted  salutary  cautions  to  the  gqv- 
emors  of  the  provinces  in  North  America,  exhorting  th|:m 
to  join  their  endeavours  for  repelling  the  incursions  of  the 
enem}'.  Such  an  union  as  seemed  necessary  for  their  com- 
mon preservation  was  not  easily  effected.  The  different 
colonies  were  divided  by  different  views  and  interests,,  both 
religious  and  political :  besides,  every  settlement  was  distrac- 
ted into  factions,  formed  by  the  governor  and  the  dema- 
gogues of  the  assembly  :  in  other  words,  an  opposition  like 
that  in  parliament,  and  a  continual  struggle  between  the 
liberties  of  thp  people  and  the  prerogative  of  the  proprietor,  ■ 
whether  sovereign  or  subject.  Mr.  Dinwiddie,  governor  of 
Virginia,  having  demanded  a  certain  perquisite  or  fee  for 
every  patent  he  should  pass  for  land,  the  assembly  voted 
his  demand  illegal,  arbitrary,  and  oppressive.  They  decla- 
red that  every  man  who  paid  it  should  be  deemed  an  enemy 
to  his  country  and  sent  over  an  agent  to  Xon don,  to  solicit 
the  suppression  of  this  imposition.  The  representatives 
of  the  people  in  Pennsylvania  wasted  the  time  in  vain 
deliberations  and  violent  disputes  with  their  proprietors, 
while  the  enemy  infested  their  frontiers-  The  colony  of 
New  York  was  filled  with  discontent  and  animosity.  ,  Sir 
Danvers  Osborne,  who  had  been  appointed  governor  of 
this  province,  died  immediately  after  his  arrival  at  New 
York,  and  the  instructions  he  had  received  were  exposed  to 
public  censure.  The  preamble  inveighed  severely  against 
the    want    of  duty,    allegiance^  lo}^alty,  and    unanimity. 
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if^hich  had  lately  appeared  so  notorious  in  the  assembly  of 
that  province,  who  had  violated  the  royal  commission  and 

^  instructions,  by  assuming  to  themselves  the  power  to  dispose 
of  public  money  in  the  law  which  they  had  occasionally 
passed.  This  gentleman  was  therefore  directed  to  insist 
upon  the  relbritiation  of  all  those  public  abuses,  and  upon 
the  establishment  of  a  certain  supply  for  the  service  of  the 

•  government,  as  well  as  upon  the  setdement  of  a  Isalary  for 
himself*  Moreover,  his  majesty,  in  these  instructions^ 
signified  his  will  and  pleasure,  that  all  money  raised  for  the 
supply  aiid  support  of  government,  or  upon  any  emergency 
for  tmmediate  service,  should  be  disposed  of  and  applied  pro- 
perly to  the  use  for  which  it  might  be  granted,  by  warrant 
from  the  governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
council  of  the  province,  and  no  otherwise  :  that,  nevertheless, 
the  assembly  should  be  permittisd,  from  time  to  time,  to 
view  and  examine  the  accounts  of  money. disposed  of,  by 
Virtue  of  laws  which  thty  hd^  enacted  :  that  if  any  member 
of  the  council,  or  officer  holding  place  of  trcist  or  profit 
Within  the  government,  ehbuld,  in  any  mfanner  whatever, 
give  his  assent,  to,  or  in  anywise  advise  or  concur  with 
•the  assembly  in  passing  any  act  or  vote,  whereby  the  royal 
prerogative  might  he  lessened  or  impaired,  or  any  money 

.  berased  or  disposed  of  for  the  public  service,  contrary  to, 
or  inccmsistent  with,  the  method  prescribed  by  these  instruc- 
tionSi,  the  governor  should  forthwith  remove  or  suspend 
such  counsellor  or  officer  so  offending,  and  give  an  imme- 
diate account  of  his  proceedings  to  the  commissioners  of 

.  tradp  and  plantations.  These  were  peremptory  injunctions, 
which  plainly  proved  that  the  ministry  was  determined  to 
support  the  prerogative  with  a  high  hand;  but  it  must  be 
owned,  at  the  same  time,  that  abundance  of  provocation 
had  been  given,  by  the  insolent  opposition  of  some  turbulent 
individuals,  who  had  exerted  all  their  influence  in  dis- 
turbing and  disu-essing  all  the  views  and  designs  of  the 
government.  While  the  British  colonies  in  America  were 
by  tl^ese  divisions,  in  a  great  measure  disabled  from  .making 
vigorous  efforts  against  the  common  enemy,  the  ad|ninis- 
tration  at  home  began  to  exert  itself  for  their  defence* 
Officers  were  appointed  for  two  regiments,  consisting  of  twp 
battalions  each,  to  be  raised  in  America,  and  commaaded 
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by  sir  WiUlnra  Pepperel  and  governor  Shirley,  who  had 
enjoyed  the  same  command  in  the  last  war,  and  a  body  of 
troops  was  destined  for  the  same  service. 

$  XXXVIIL  The  most  remarkable  incident  that 
marked  this  ftwr  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  was  the 
conversMT  of  the  hereditary  prince  of  Hesse  Castle,  who 
had  espoused  the  princess  Mary  of  England.  He  viow 
declared  himself  a  Roman  catholic,  and  was  supposed  to 
have  been  cajoled  to  this  profession  by  the  promiises  ^t>f 
certain  powers,  who  flattered  his  ambition,  in  order  to 
weaken  the  protestatit  interest  in  Germany.  His  father, 
though  /deeply  affected  by  his  son's  apostacy,  did  not  fail 
to  take  immediate  measures  for  preventing  the  evil  conge* 
quences  which  might  otherwise  have  flowed  from  his 
defection.  He  forthwith  assembled  the  states  of  the 
landgraviate,  in  order  to  take  such  measures  as  might 
appear  necessary  to  maintain  the  religion,  laws,  and  con- 
stitution of  the  country ;  and  the  prince  was  laid  under 
certain  restrictions,  which  he  did  not  find  it  an  easy  task 
to  set  aside.  It  was  enacted  that  when  the  regency  should 
devolve  to  him  by  succession,  he  should  not  have  it  in  his 
power  to  alter  the  established  laws,  or  grant  any  church  to 
persons  of  the  Roman  communion,  for  the  public  ex<^£t4e 
of  their  religion :  and  that  he  should  be  excluded  from  all 
share  in  the  education  of  his  sons,  the  ddest  of  whom 
should  be  put  in  the  possession  of  the  country  of  Hanau 
upon  his  father's  accession  to  the  regency  of  tlie  land- 
graviate. These  resolutions  were  guaranteed  bj^^ffee  kings 
of  Prussia  and  Denmark,  by  the  maritime  powers,  Itnd  the 
evangelic  body  of  the  empire. 

§  XXXIX.  The  exile  of  the  parliament  of  Paris,  far 
from  having  intimidated  the  other  tribunife  from  performing 
what  they  apprehended  to  be  their  duty,  served  only  to 
inflame  the  discontents  of  the  people,  and  to  animate  ail  . 
the  courts  of  justice  to  a  full  exertion  of  their  autbority*^ 
The  Chatelot  continued  to  prosecute  those  priests,'  who 
refused  the  sacrameiit  to  persons  whosie  consciences  would 
not  allow  them  to  subscribe  to  the  bull  Unigenitus,  even 
after  three  of  their  members  were  sent  to  the  Bastile.  Tire 
same  prosecutions  were  carried  on,  and  bold  remonstrances 
published  by  the  parliaments  of  Aix  and   Roiien.     In  ^ 


word,  the  wkaie  kingdmi  was  fiUed  widt  lutlk  confuskft^  «» 
threatened  a  total  aoppre^NOft  of  jostloe,  m.  a  general  tpirk 
of  diiaffectioii,  and  universal  ananchf.  \11ie  prelatea, 
meanwhile^  seemed  to  triaiaph  io  the  eembustion  diejr  had 
raised.  They  eatered  hiXo  vsaoetaltioiis  to  support  each 
other :  they  intrigued  at  court,  aad  harassed  the  king  with 
inaoieBC  declaorationa^  till  he  srew  tired  of  their  piH>ceedifigs« 
and  opened  Ms  eyes  to  the  uital  xonsequenees  of  thetf  pride 
and  obstkiacy*  He  even  took  an  o{^portanky  of  edibrting 
the  archbishop  of  Paria  to  act  more  siutabty  t6  die  ehar* 
nc^r  of  a  clergyman.  He  recsdled  the  parliament  from 
axUe«  and  they  teturned  in  timmph,  anvidsr  the  acclamationa 
of.  the  people,  who  oeletMHted  thdr  arrital  at  Paris  with 
the  most  extravagant  demonstriitions  of  joy  ^  and  tl^  arch* 
bishop,  notwithstanding  the  king^s  express  declaration  to» 
the  eontmry,  stUI  persisting  in  conntenancii^  the  recusant 
pliests,  was  banished  to  Coatans-8oy»-CharenCcMi- 

.  ^XL«  in  SpaMH  the  interest  of  Great  Britain  watf  so 
wamnly  «sp€Nised,  and  so  powetliaify  supported  by  Mrr 
Walt,  who  ha«l  been  resident  in  England,  lAiat  the  Prendb 
party^  tbcrtiigh  countenanced  by  the  ^ueen  mother,  and^stis^ 
mined  with  all  the  iniuenee  of  the  marquis  de  la  Enseoada^ 
die  prifltte  minister,  was  ^ssallf^defcatedk.^  The  king  being 
0nnvinced^  itmi  it  wouM  be  for  the  inters«t  of  hid  tfuh^eeti 
so  linre  on  good  terms  with  Engtaiid,  and  well  apprized^  of 
EnsenHda's  intrigues,  ordered  die  mhftister^a  be  arrested 
and  confined,:  and  bestowed  upon  Mr.  Wall  the  best*  pi^t  of 
his  employmetila#  Nevertheless,  thfe  Spaniards  in  the  West  • 
ladies  contifi^td  to  oppi^eas  1^  subjems  of  Great  firttai«i 
employed  io  cutting  logw0€X(i4i^  ihe  bay  of  Honduras ;  and 
representatiooir  im  tMs  hea^  li;<^fttg  nifuie  to  dM  nolirt  of 
Madrid,  the  dispute  was  aiMCably  adjusced  between  Mr. 
WaD  and  sir  jBenjamin  Keene,  the  Britieb  ambassador* 
White  the  interest  06  BfiMin  tbns  triu<nphed  in  Spahi^  ll 
seePnied  to  lotfe  ground  m  the  court  of  Lisbon^  His  Pot^^  ^ 
tttguese  majesty  had  formed  vast  projects  of  arflHUi^n 
eoaainefct,  imd  ^ve»  estiMktfaed  an  fiast  India  company : 
In  the  m<ft%i|Hte  he  eotM  noe  help  maiitfe*«ibg  hb  ebagtte 
m  the  great  quantises  of  gold  n^hkh' we^e  yearly  exportl^d 
from  4Ua  dominiontf  fts  the  bnlainee  due  Yrom'  his  sub|eict« 
on  Si^lsBh  ommtofOMe^  In  his  endeMM>ulwtb  eheolPlMi 
Vol-  III.  D  d 
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tnffie,  wiueh  lie  deemed  so  detriments^  to  his  si^>ject8«  he 
inflicted  hardships  on  the  British  - merchfmts  settled. alt 
JLisboik :  some  were  imprisoned  .  on  frivoions  pretences : 
others  deprived  of  their  property,  and  oUiged  to. quit  the: 
kingdom.  He  insisted  upon  laying  an  imposition  of  two. 
per  cent,  on  all  the  Portuguese  gold  that  shoidd  be  fq;ipQrted ; 
but  the  profits  of  the  trade  would  not  bear  such  an  exaistion. 
Meanwhile,  there  bepng  a  starcity  of  com  in  Portagal*  the 
kingdom  was  supplied  from  England;  and  the  people, 
having  nothing  but  gold  lo  purchase  this  necessary  supply^ 
the  king  saw  the  necessity  of  cottiiving  itt  the  exportation, 
of  his  coin,  and  the  trade  reverted  into  its  former  ctumoeL 
$  XLI.  Oh  the  foutteenth  day  of.  November  the  king, 
of  Great  Britain  opened  the  session  of  parliament  with  aHi 
harangue,  which*  intimated  nothing  of  an  approaching^  np*. 
^ire*  He  said,  that  the  general  state  of  affairs  in  Europe^ 
had  undergone  very  little  alteration  since  their  last: meeting; 
that  he  had  lately  received  the  strongest  assurances,  fnnn 
bis  good  brother  the  king  of  Spain  of  fri^ndiliip  and  €op& 
dence,  which  he  would  cultivate  with  haroKmy  and  good 
faith.  He  declared  his  principal  view  should  be  to. 
strengthen  the  foundation,  and  secure  the.  duration  of  a 
general  peace ;  to  improve  the  present  advantages  of.  it  for- 
promoting .  tl%  trade  of  his  good  subjects,  and  protecting 
those  possessions  which  constituted  one  great  source  of 
iheir  Wealth  and  commerce*  Finally,  he  exhorted  them  to 
eoipplete  their  plan  for  appropriating  the  forfeited  e^^tateil 
in  the  Highlands  to  the  service  of  the  public  He  probably^ 
avoided  mentioning  the  encroachments  of  France,  i  that  ko, 
might  supply  no  handle  for  debates  on  the  addre^,  which 
was  carried  in  both  houses  almost  without  opposjition^ 
The  government  seemed  determined  to  humble  the  inso^ 
lence  of  the  French  councils  }  and  this  disposition. was.  so 
agreeable  to  the  people  in.  general^  that  they  grudged  no 
^ejcpense,  and  heartily  concurred  with  the  demandp  oCthe 
miniajry, 

$  XLII.  The  commons  granted  £pr/t|ie  service  of  l;h<^ 
e^suijig  year  €our.. millions  seventyHhree  thousand  seyei| 
hundred  and  twenty^nine  pounds  f  one  jniUioi^  pf  that  s uoa 
expi^essly  §^v^n.for  enabling  his  majes^  to  augment  .)m 
forces  by  land  and  W^      Thirty-tH^p  thousand  po«m4^ 
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were  allotted  as-  a  subsidy  to  the  iitkg  of  Poland,  and 
tWttAy  thousand  to  the  elector  of  Bavaria.  These  gratifi- 
cations met  yfirith  little  or  no  opposition  in  the  committee  of 
sappty ;  because  it  was  taken  for  granted,  that,  in  ca^e  of 
a  rupture  France  would  endeavour  to  avail  herself  of  her 
superiority  by  land,  by  invading  his  Britannic  majesty's 
Giermte  dominions;  and  therefore  it  might  be  necessary  to 
secure  the  assistance  of  such  allies  on  the  continent.  That 
they  prognosticated  aright,  with  respect  to  the  designs  of 
that  ambitious  pow^r,  will  soon  appear  in  the  course  of  this 
history ;  which  will  also  demonstrate  how  little  dependence 
is  to  be  placed  upon  the  professed  attachment  of  subsidiary 
princes.  The  supplies  were  raised  by  the  standing  branches 
of  ihe  revenue,  the  land  tax  and  malt  tax,  and  a  lottery  ibr 
one  mitlson;  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  of  it  to  be 
deducted  for  the  service  of  the  public,  and  the  remaining 
nine  hundred  thousand  to  be  charged  on  the  produce  of  the 
sinking  fund,  at  the  rate  of  three  per  cent,  per  annum,  to 
commence  fvonft  the  fifth  day  of  January  in  the  year  one 
diouaand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-six.  The  civil  trans* 
actions  of  this  session  were  confined  to  a  few  objects. 
Divers  new  regulations  were  made  for  encouraging  and 
improving'  the  whale  and  white  herring  fishery^  as  well  as 
for  finishing  and' putting  in  a  proper  state  of  defence  a  new 
fort,  lately  built  at  Anamaboe  on  the  coast  of  Africa. 

§  XLIII.  Mr.  Pitt,  the  paymaster  general  of  the  forces, 
Drought  in  a  bill,  which  will  ever  remain  a  standing  monu* 
ment  of  his  humanity.  The  poor  disabled  veterans  who 
enjoyed  the  pension  of  Chelsea  hospital,  were  so  iniqui* 
toQsly  oppressed  by  a  set  of  miscreants,  who  supplied  the'iff 
with  money  per  advance,  9A  the  most  exorbitant  rates  of 
usury,  that  many  of  them,  with  their  families,  were  in  dan- 
ger  oA  starving ;  and  the  intentipn  of  government  in  grant* 
ing  such  a  comfortable  subsistence  was  in  a  great  nieasure 
defeated.  Mr.  Pitt,  perceiving  that  tlus  evil  originally 
Aowed  from  the  delay  of  the  first  payment,  which  the  pen* 
^hmiut  cooldncit. touch  till  the  e:i9iration  of  a  whole  year 
^fy^^hc  had  been  ptut  upon  the  list,  removed  this  necessity 
of  borrowing,  by  providing  in  th^  bill,  that  half  a  year's 
pension  should  be  advanced  hi^f  a  year  before  it  is  due ; 
and'  the  pmctice  of  usury  was  eilectuaUy  {xreyented  by  a 


^m  HurroBT  or  bmoiand.  i^^^ 

daisse,  maetiiig,  tlutt  all  eontracts  should  be  void  1^  wkteh 
aoy  pentkia  might  be  mortgaged.  Tfab  hiimane  regidaftkm 
was  una&iteottaly  approved,  and  having  passed  through  both 
houses  with  micommoii  expedstieo,  received  the  toyal 
assents 

$  XLIV.  Notwithstanding  the  unaoimity  manifested  by 
the  commons,  in  every  thing  relating  to  the  measisrea  for 
acting  vigorously  against  the  common  enemy  of  the  nation, 
they  were  remarkably  disturbed  and  divided  fay  a  contested 
declion  of  members  for  Oxfordshire.  In  die  course  of  this 
dispute,  the  strengdi  «&d  intuence  of  what  they  cided  die 
dd  and  new  interest,  or,  to  speak  more  intelligibly,  of  tfie 
tories  and  whigs  in  diat  dounty,  were  foUy  displayed*  The 
candidates  sustained  on  die  shoulders  of  ihe  old  intereat^ 
were  lord  viscount  Wenman  and  Mr  James  Datohwood: 
tkir  competitors,  whom  the  new  interest  supported,  and 
of  consequence  the  ministry  countenanced,  were  kntl  Par- 
ker and  sir  Edward  Turner.  Never  was  any  contention  of 
this  kind  maintatned  widi  more  spirit  and  animo^ty,  or 
tarried  on  at  a  greater  expense.  One  would  have  imagined 
that  each  side  considered  it  as  a  dispute  which  must  hcve 
determined,  whether  die  nadon  should  enjoy  its  ancteat 
liberty,  or  tamely  submit  to  the  fetters^  of  corruptton. 
Noblemen  and  gendemen,  clergymen  and  ladtes,  employed 
all  their  talents  and  industry  in  canvassing  (tur  either  side, 
throughout  every  township  and  village  in  the  county. 
Scamial  emptied  her  whole  quiver  of  insinuation,  calumny, 
and  lampoon ;  corruption  was  not  remiss  in  promises  and 
presents :  houses  of  entertainment  were  opened ;  and 
wothing  was  for  some  time  to  be  seen  biit  scenes  of  tyimult, 
riot,  and  intoxication*  The  revenue  of  many  an  indepen* 
dent  prince  on  the  continent  would  not  have  been  sufficient 
to  afford  such  sinus  of  money  as  were  expended  in  die 
course  of  tfab  dispute.  At  length  tiiey  proceeded  to  elec* 
tion,  and  the  sheriiT  made  a  double  return  of  all  the  four 
caadidates,  so  diatnot  one  xd  them  could  sit,  and  the  county 
reasained  without  a  representative  until  this  ambiguous 
affiir  could  be  decided  in  the  house  of  commons.  About 
the  middle  of  November  petidons  being  presented  by  the 
£aur  candidates,  as  well  as  by  die  gentlemen,  clergy,  and 
other  freeholders  of  |farc«ya;»ty,  cosnpbdning  of  an  undue 
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deetmiy  and  doiible  return^  the  mtftler  of  these  petilioiis 
vtts  beanl  at  the  bar  of  tlie  house  on  the  third  of  Decent* 
her.  ;  The  countol  for  lord  Wenman  and  str  |^mea  Dash- 
wood  alleged,  that  they  hud  the  majority  of  voces  uppo  die 
p(^  and  this  ctrcunistance  was  admitted  by  the  coimael  on 
the  odier  side ;  then  they  proceeded  to-  prove  by  evidence, 
thas^  after  dosttg  the  poll,  the  sheriff  declared  the  majority 
of  votes  to  be  in  fiivour  of  these  two  candidates,  jsad 
ad|9unied  the  court  from  the  twenty-third  day  of  April  to 
Ike  eifhth  of  May ;  so  that  the  scrutiny  demanded,  and 
graftted  on  Ae  behalf  of  lord  Parker  and  sir  Edward 
Turner  coidd  not  ^  discussed  before  the  last  day  in  the 
motkfk^  when  the  writ  was  returnable;  tfai^the  scrutiny  did 
not  begin  till  the  ninth  day  of  May,  when  the  time  was 
protracted  by  disputes  about  iSait  numner  jn  whteh-  it  diould 
be  oarried  cud;  that  lord  Parker  and  sir  Edward  Turner 
,  were  alleiwed  to  object,  through  the  whole  poll,  to  the  votes 
on  theoAer  side,  ou  pretence  that  dieir  competitors  should 
be  permitted  to  answer  ihese  objections,  and,  in  their  turuv 
ol^ect  through  th«  whok  poU  to  the  voters  for  knd  Parker 
and  sir  Edwwd  Turner,  who  should,  in  the  last  place,  have 
leave  to  answer :  that  lord  Wenman  and  sir  James  Dash* 
w0oA'lmd  disapproved  of  this  method,  because  they  appre- 
hended it  might  mdttce  their  competitors  to  make  suclia 
miBsber  of  frivolous  objections,  that  they  should  not  have 
thne  to  answer  one  half  of  them,  much  less  to  make  otijec* 
tions  of  their  own  before  the  writ  should  be  returned :  that 
•V  they  foresaw  such  a  minibar  of  frivolous  objections  Wfire 
.  ttt^ule,  as  engrossed  die  attention  of  the  court  till  the  twenty^ 
Seventh  day  of  May ;  so  that  they  could  not  begin  to  aiiswer 
any  of  diese  objections  tUl  the  twenty  •eighth ;  and  on  the 
thirtieth  the  sheriff,  having  dcised  the  scrutiny,  ifeia4e  the 
double  return.  The  proof  heing  exhibited, .  t)ie  o^uusc;) 
insisted,  tbaty.  as  tdiey  b^d  established  a  majorkf  ^  the 
poU,  and  dcmoastauted  that  this  majority  neither  was  nor 
coiitd  be  overthrown  by  sii^h  an  unfi^iished  scrutiny^'  it  was 
incufiriient  on.  the  other  side  to  proceed  upon  the  merits  of 
t^  election,  by  endelnrotmng  to  overthrow  that  majority  of 
w]iich  dietr  clients  wm«  in  possession*  A  quesuoo  in  rtie 
house  being  carried  to  the  same  purpose  lord  Wenman  and 
sir  James  Dashwood  obje^ed  to  five  hundred  and  thirty 
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mten  on  the  oHfntx  sidei  whom  tfaey  proposed  to  cUftqaafify* 
Their  counsel  examined  several  witnesses,  to  prove  ihe 
partiality  o^  the  sherifF  in  favour  of  lord  Parker  and  sfr 
Edward  Turner,  and  to  detect  these  candidates,  in  the 
practtoe  of  bribery  \  for  which  purpose  they  produced  a 
letter  in  their  own  handwriting.  They  afterwards  proceeded 
to  disqualify  particular  voters,  and  summed  up  their 
evidence  on  the  twenty-first  day  of  January. "^  Then  the 
counsel  for  the  other  side  began  to  refute  the  charge  of  par- 
ttaltty  and  corruption;  and  to  answer  the  objections  that 
biad  been  made  tp  particular  voters.  They  produced  evi- 
dence to  ,  prove,  that  customary  freeholders,  or  customary 
holdings,  had  voted  at  elections  in  the  counties  of  Glamor- 
gan, Monmouth,  Gloucester,  Wells,  and  Hereford;  and 
Aat  the  customary  tenants  of  the  mancM*  of  Woodstock,  in 
Oxfordshire,  had  been  reputed  capable  of  voting,  and  even 
voted  at  elections  for  that  county.  In  a  word,  they  con^ 
tinued  to  examine  evidences,  argue  and  refute,  pirove  and 
disprove,  until  the  twenty-third  day  of  April,  when  after 
some  warm  debates  and  divisions  in  the  house,  lord  Parker 
and  sir  Edward  Turner  were  declared  duly  elected;  and 
the  cleric  of  the, /crown  was  ordered  to  amend  the  return,  by 
erasing  the  names  of  lord  Wenman  and  sir  James  Daish- 
wood.  Many,  who  presumed  to  think  for  themselves, 
without  recollecting  the  power  and  influence  of  the  adniin- 
istration,  were  astonished  at  the  issue  of  this  dispute; 
which,  however,  might  have  easily  been  foreseen ;  inas- 
much as,  during  the  course  of  the  proceedings  most,  if  not 
all,  of  the  many  questions  debated  in  the  house  were  deter- 
mined by  a  great  majority  in  favour  of  the  new  interest. 
A  great  number  of  copyholders  had  been  admitted  to  vote 
at  this  election,  and  the  sheriff  incurred  no  censure  for 
allowing  them  to  take  the.  oath  appointed  by  law  to  be  taken 
by  freeholders :  nevertheless,  the  commons  carefully  avoided 
determining  the  question,  whether  copyholders  possessed  of 
the  yeariy  value  of  forty  shillings,  clear  of  all  deductions, 
have  not  a  right  to  vote  for  knights  to  represent  the  shire 
within  which  their  copyhold  estates  are  situated  ?  This  point 
being  left  doubtful  by^the  legislature,  puts  it  often  in  the 
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power  of  the  shertfF  td^retum  which  of  the  candidttet  h# 
pleases  to  support ;  for  if  the  majority  of  the  voting  copy- 
holders adheres  to  the  interest  of  his  favourites,  he  will 
admit  their  votes  both  on  the  poU  and  the  scrutiny ;  whereas^ 
should  they  6e  otherwise  disposed,  he  will  reject  thetti  as 
unqualified*  What  effect  this  practice  may  have  upon  the 
independency  of  parliament,  every  person  ntust  perceive 
who  reflects,  that  in  almost  all  the  counties  of  England  the 
high  sheriffs  are  annually  appointed  by  the  minister  for  the 
time  being.  *  > 

.  $  XLV.  The  attention  of  the  legislature  was  chiefly 
tamed  upon  the  conduct  of  France,  which  preserved  no. 
medium,  but  seemed  intent  upon  striking  some  important 
hlow^  that  might  serve  as  a  declaration  of  war.  At  Brest, 
and  other  ports  in  that  kingdom,  the  French  were  emrploy- 
ed  in  equipping  a  powerful  armament,  and  made  no  ^cru-^ 
pie  to  own  it  was  intended  for  North  America.  Towards 
die  latter  end  of  March  sir  Thomas  Robinson,  secretary  of 
states  brought  a  message  from  the  king  to  the  parliament, 
intimating,  that  his  majesty  having  at  the  beginning  of  the 
session  declared  hb  principal  object  was  to  preserve  the 
public  tranquillity,  at  the  same  time  to  protect  those  posses* 
sions  which  constitute  one  great  source  of  the  commerce 
and  wealth  of  his  kingdoms,  he  now  found  it  necessary  to 
acquaint  the  house  of  commops,  that  the  present  situation 
of  affairs  made  it  requisite  to  augment  his  forces  by  sea 
aiKl  land,  and  to  take  such  other  measures  as  might  best 
tend  to  preserve  the  general  peace  of  Europe,  and  to 
secure  the  just  rights  and  possessions  of  his  crown  in 
America,  as  well  as  to  repel  any  attempts  whatsoever 
that  might  be  made  to  support  or  countenance  any  designs 
wluch  should  be  formed  against  his  majesty  and  his  king-' 
tioms  ;  and  his  majesty  doubted  not  but  his  faithful  com* 
mons,  on  whose  affection  and  zeal  he  entirely  relied, 
l^ould  enable  him  to  make  such  augmentations,  and  to  take 
such  .measures. for  supporting  the  honour  of  his  crown,  and 
the  true  .interest  of  his  people,  and  for  the  security  of  his 
dominioais  in  the  present  critical  conjuncture,  as  the  exi- 
gency of  affairs  might  require  ;  in  doing  which  his  majesty 
would  have  as  much  regard  to  the  ease  of  his  good  sub- 
jects  as  should  be  consistent  with  their  safety  and  welfare. 
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impohaiit  occaaida,  had  enabled  hhn  to  be  prepared  for 
such  contingencies  as  might  happen:  that,  if  reason- 
able and  honourable  terms  of  acconimodation  could  be 
agreed  upon,  he  would  be  satisfied,  and  at  all  events, 
rely  on  the  justice  of  his  cause,  the  efectual  support 
of  his  people,  and  the  protection  of  Divine  Providence. 
The  parliament  was  then  prorogued  to  the  twenty-seventh 
of  May. 
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§ .  I.  Preparation  for  war*     §  Ih  Earl  Pauleys  motion 
againSt  the  King^s  going  to  Hanoter.     $  III.  Regency 
{^potHfed  during  hi^.  Majesty^.s  absence*    IV.  Bo9catven^s 
expedition.    Alcide  and  Lys  taken.    $  V.  French  Ambas^ 
sador  recalled.     $  VI.   Their  trade  greatly  distressed. 
$  VII.  AJfairsof  the  English  in  America.  Col.  Monciton 
'  takes  BeaU'Sejour.     §  VIII.  General  Braddock^s  unfot* 
tuna$e  expedition.     $  IX.  He  falls  into  an  ambuscade ; 
is  dtfeated^  and  killed.     $  X.  Disagreement  between  the 
Gopjernor  and  Assenibly  of  Pennsylvania.  XI.  Expedition 
against  Crown  Point  and  Niagara  resolved  on.    §  XII. 
G0n.  Johnson  encamps  at  Lake  George.   $  XIII.  Where, 
he  is  attacked  by  the  French^  who.  are  entirely  defeated* 
$  XIV.  Bravery   of  Captain  M'Ginnes.     §  XV.  Gen4 
Johnson  created  a  Baronet.  $  XVI.  Description  of  Fort 
Oswego  and  Lake  Ontario.     XVII.  Neglect  of  the  Eng^ 
Hahj  in  not  fortifying  it.    $  XVIII.  Expedition  against 
Niagara.    $  XIX.^  Gen.  Shirley  returns  to  Albany.   End. 
ofth^  campaign  in  America.    $  .XX.  Fruitless  intrigues, 
of  th^  French  in  Spain  and  Germany.     $  XXI.   Treaty 
of  t/ie  King  of  Great  Britain  with  the  Landgrave  qf  Hesse 
Cassel.     $  XXII.  News  of  the  capture  of  the  Alcide  and 
iys  ritaches  England.   $  XXIII.   The  King  returns  from . 
Hanover,  and  concludes  a  treaty  with  Russia.    $  .XXI V. 
Declaration  of  the  French  ministry  at  the  Court  of  Vienna. 
$  XXV.  Spirited  declaration  of  the  King  of  Prussia. 
§  XXVL   The  French  make  another  unsuccessful  attempt 
upon  the  Court  <f  Spain*  $,  3{[XV1I.   J'he  imperial  Court 
refuses  auxiliaries  to  England*   $  XXVIII.   The  French- 
take  the  Blamffbrd  man  of  war ^  but  return  it.     $.  XXIX. 
State  of  the  English  and  French  navies.     $  XXX.  ^S'^^-* 
sion  opened.      $   XXXI.  Remarkable  addresses  of  the 
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Lords  and  Commons.  $  XXXII.  His  Majesty^ s  answer , 
§  XXX 1 1 L  Alterations  in  the  Ministry.  Mr.  Fox 
made  Secretary  of  State*  §  XXXIV.  Supplies  voted. 
5  XXXV.  Earthquake  at  Lisbon.  §  XXXVI.  Relief 
voted  by  Parliament  to  the  Portuguese.  §  XXXVII. 
Troops  fcPc.  voted,  §  XXXVlII.  Mutiny  bill^  marine^ 
and  mariners  acts  continued.  ^  XXXIX.  Act  for  raising 
a  regiment  of  foot  in  North  America.  $  XL.  Maritime 
laws  of  England  extended  to  America.  §  XL  I.  ^uiet 
of  Ireland  restored.  $  XLIL  Treaty  concluded  with 
Prussia.  §  XL  1 1 1.  New  militia  bill  passed  by  the  Com- 
,  mons^  but  rejected  by  the  Lords*  $  XLIV.  Sessions  chsed. 

§  I.  WHILST  all  Europe  was  in  suspense  about 
the  fate  of  the  English  and  French  squadrons,  preparations 
for  a  vigorous  sea  tvar  were  going  forward  in  England 
with  an  unparalleled  spirit  and  success.  Still  the  French 
court  flattered  itself  that  Great  Britain,  oiit  of  tenderjiess 
to  his  majesty*s  German  dominions^  would  abstain  from 
hostilities.  Mirepoix  continued  to  have  frequent  confer- 
ences with  the  British  ministry  who  made  no  secret  that, 
their  admirals,  particularly  Boscawen,  had  orders  to  attack 
the  Freilch  ships  wherever  they  should  meet  them ;  on  the 
other  hand,  mons.  de  Mirepoix  declared,  that  his  master 
would  consider  the  first  gun  fired  at  sea  in  an  hostile  man- 
ner as  a  declaration  of  war.  This  menace,  fslr  from  inti- 
midating the  English,  animated  them  to  iredoiible  tliieir  pre- 
parations for  war.  The  press  for  seamen  was  carried  on 
with  extraordinary  vigour  in  all  parts  of  this  kingdom,  as 
well  as  in  Ireland;  and  great  premiums  Wt^re  gi\hen  not 
only  by  the  government,  but  also,  over  and  abdve  his 
mtijesty's  bounty,  by  almost  all  the  considerable  cities  and 
towns  in  Enjgland,  to  ^lich  as  shoiild  enlist  voluntarily  for 
sailors  or  soldiers.  Other  branches  of  the  public  service 
went  on  with  equal  alacritj' :  and  such  was  the  tiagerness 
of  the  people  to  lend  their  money  to  the  government,  that 
instead  of  one  million,  which  was  to  be  raised  by  way  of 
lottery,  three  millions  eight  hundred  and  eighty  thousand 
pounds  were  subscribed  immediately. 

'§  li.  The  situation  of  affairs  requiring  his  majesty  to 
go  to  Germany  this  summer,  great -apprehensions:  arose  in 
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the  mittds  of  many,  lest  the  French  should  eidier  intercept 
him  in  his  jdamey,  or  prevent  his  return.  '  Earl  Paulet 
had  made  a  motion  in  the  house  of  lords,  humbly  to  re- 
present to  his  majesty,  *'  That  it  was  an  article  in  the 
^*  original  act  of  settlement  by  which  the  succession  of  these 
"  kingdoms  devolved  to  his  electorsd  house,  that  thfe  king 
**  should  not  go  to  his  foreign  dominions  without  the  consent 
*^  of  parliament!  and  that  this  was  a  principal  article  in  the 
"  .compact  between  the  crown  and  the  people  :  that  though 
"  this  article  was  repealed  in  the  late  reign,  yet,  till  of  late, 
*■*  it  had  always  been  the  custom  of  his  majesty  to  acquaint^ 
**  the  parliament  with  his-  intended  departure  to  his  Ger- 
**  man  dominions,  both  in  regard  to  the  true  sense  and- 
"  spirit  of  the  act  that  placed  him  on  the  throne  as  well  as 
^'  for  the  paternal  kindness  of  his  royal  heart,  and  the  donde* 
^^  scension  he  had  been  so  good  to  show  to  his  parliament 
**  on- all  Occasions ;  but  that  his  majesty ^s  declaration  of  hia 
^^  design  to  >^isit  his  electoral  estates  had  always  come  on  the 
*^  last  dity  of  a^s^Ssion,  when  it  was  too  late  for  the  gre^t  con^ 
*^  Atituttonal  countftl  of  the  crown  to  oflRer  such  advice  a»  might 
*' oflierwise'have  been  expedient  and  necessary:  that  his 
^^  majesty's  leaving  his  kingdoms  in  a  conjuncture  so  preg- 
^*  nasit  with  distress,  «o  denunciative  of  danger,  would  not 
^  only  ^ve'the  greatest  advantage  to  such  as  might  he  dis- 
*^  posed  to  stir  up  disaffection  and  discontent,  and  to  the 
^*  constitutional  and  national  enemies  of  England;  but  would 
^  also  fill  His  loyal  subjects  with  the  most  affecting  eoncem, 
^*  and  fnost  gloomy  fears,  as  well  for  their  own  safety,  as  for 
^  that  of  their  sovicreign,  whose  invaluable  life,  at  all  times 
^  of  the  utmost  consequence  to  his  people,  was  then  infinite^ 
**  so,  by  reason  of  his  great  experience,  the  affection  of  every 
"  one  to  his  royal  person,  and  the  minority  of  the  heir  appar- 
**  ent."  Such  was  the  purport  of  this  motion ;  but  it  was  not 
seconded  by  any  of  the  other  lords*  . 

§  lil.  'Fhe  general  uneasiness>,  on  account  of  his  majes- 
ty's ^parture,  was  greatly  increased  by  an  apprehension 
that  there  would,  during  his  absence^  be  no  good  agreement 
Amongst  the  regency,  wktch  consistect  of  the  following  per- 
sons: hid  royal  highness  William  duke  of  Cumberland; 
Thomas  lord  archbishop  of  Canterbury '  Philip  earl  of 
Hardwicke,  lord  high  chancellor :  John  earl  of  Granville, 
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piretident  of  the  council:  Chaflefl  duke  of  M«rUx»xnighy 
lord  privy  seal ;  John  duke  of  Rutland,  steward  of  the 
housdiold;  Charles  duke  of  Grafton^  lord  chamberlahi ; 
Archibald  duke  of  Argyle ;  the  duke  of  Newcastle,  first 
ccMnmissioner  of  the  treasury ;  the  duke  of  Dorset,  master 
of  the  horse  ;  the  earl  of  Holderaesse,  <me  of  the  secretaries' 
of  state ;  the  earl  of  Rochford,  groioin  of  the  stole ;  the  mar ^ 
quis  of  Hartmgton,  lord  lieutenant  of  Irelaad;  lord  Anson, 
first  commissioner  of  the  admindty ;  sir  Thomas  Robinson^ 
secretary  of  state ;,  add  Henry  Fox,  esq.  secretary  at  war. 
His  majesty  set  out  from  St.  James's  ^on  the  twenty-eigbtH 
of  April  early  in  the  morning,  embarked  at  Harwidi  in  the 
afternoon,  landed  the  next  day  at  Helvoietsluys,  and  arrived 
at  Hanover  on  the  second  of  May. 

$  IV.  Admiral  Boscawen  with  eleven  ships  of  the  line 
and  a  frigate,  having  taken  on  board  two  i^ime^ts  at  Ply- 
mouth, sailed  from  thence  on  the  twenty-se^^n^h  of;.  A^iril 
for  the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  and  in  a  few  days  after 
his  arrival  there,  the  French  fleet  from  Brest  eam^  to  the 
same  station,  under  the  command  of  M.  JBofts  de  la.  Mptbe. 
But  the  thick  fogswhich  prevail  upon  dieae  coasts,  ^^ciaUy 
at  that  time  of  the  year,  kept  the  two  atmaments  from  see-*' 
ing  each  other ;  and  part  of  the  French  aqwadrqn  escaped 
up  the  river  St^*  Lawrence,  whilst  another  p^rt  of  them  went 
round,  and  got  into  the  same  river,  trough  the  ssti^ts  of 
Belleisle,  by  a  way  which  was  neVer  known  to  be  attempted 
before  by  ships  of  the  line.   '  However,  whilst  the  English 
fleet  lay  of  Cape  Race,  which  is  the  southernmost  point,  of 
Newfoundland,  and  was  thou^t  to  be  the  most   proper 
situation  for  intercepting  the  enemy,  two  French  "ishipa,  the 
Alcide,  of  sixty-four  guns,  and  four  hundred  and  eighty 
men,  and  the  Lys  pierced  for  forty^four  guns,  but-  mounts 
iAg  only  twenty-two^  having  eight  compantesof  land  forces 
on  board,  being  separated  from  the  rest  of  their  fleet  in  the 
fog,  fell  in  with  the  Dunkirk,  captain  Howe,  and  the  Defi- 
ance, captain  AtidreWs^-two  sixty  gun  ships  of  the  £4glis)» 
squadron ;  and  after  a  smart  engagement  which  lasted  some 
hours,  and  in  which  captain  (afterwu'ds  lord)  Howe  behaved 
with  the  greatest  skill  and  intrepidity,  were  both  taken,  wkh 
^several  considerable  officers  and  engineiers,  and  about  weight 
thousand  pounds  in  money.     Though  the  capture'of  dMse 
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9b6p$y  from  whnch  the  comnMcemftnt  of  the  wttr  niaff  la 
£^ct  be  dated,  iell  greatly,  short  of  what  was  hoped  for  from 
this  expedition;  yet,  wheathe  news  of  it  reached^' Engtand, 
it  was  pf  infinite  service  to  the  public  ereditof  every  kind, 
and  ai^imated  the  whole  nation,  who  now  saw  plainly  that 
the  government  was  determined  to  kteep  no  furdiermeasiwes 
with  the  French,  but  jus^y  to  repel  force  by  force,  and  pat 
a  £(top  to  their  sending  more,  men-  and-  arms  to  inVade  the 
property  of  the  English  in  America,  as  they  had  hitherto  done 
with  impunity*  The  French,  who  for  some  time,  did  not 
even  attempt  to  make  reprisals  ooour  shipping,  would  gladfy- 
have  chosen  to  avoid  a  win-  at  that  time,  and  to  have  con- 
tinued extending  their  eoccoachnient»  on  our  settlements, 
tUl  th^  had  executed  their  grand  plan  of  securing  a  eom- 
tminication  from  the  Mississipi  to  Canada,  by  a  Une  of  forts, 
many  of  which  they  had  already  erected* 

§  V.  Upon  the  arrival  of  the  news  of  this  action  at 
Paris,  the  French  ambassador,  M«  de  Mirepoix  was  recalled 
from  London,  and  M«  de  Bitssy  from  Hanover,  where  he 
had  jisst  arrived,  to  attend  the  king  of  Englsmd  in  a  public 
cfauracter*  They  complained  loudly  of  Boscawen's  attack^ 
ing  the  ships,  as  a  breach  of  national  faith :  but  it  was* 
justly  retorted  x>n  the  part  of  Englmd,  that  their  encroach^ 
tnents  in  >  America  had  rendered  reprisals  both  justifiable 
and  necessairy.  The  resolution  of  making  them  was  the 
effept  of  mature  deliberation  in  ihe  English  counciL  The 
vast  inevease  of  the  French  marine,  of  late  years,  which  in 
all  probability  would  soon  be  employed  against  Great  Bri- 
tain, occasioned  an  order  for  making  reprisals  general  in 
Europe  as  well  as  in  America;  and  that  all  French  ships, 
whether  outward  or  hi^eward  bound,  should  be  stopped, 
and  brought  into  British  ports*  To  give  the  greater  weight 
to  these  orders,  it  was  resolved  to  send  out  those  admirals 
who  had  distinguished  themselves  most  towards  the  end  of 
the  last  war*  Accordingly  on.  the  twenty*first  of  July,  sir 
Edward  Hawke  sailed  on  a  cmise  to  the  westward,  with 
eighteen  ships  of  the  line,  a  frigate,  and  a  sloop ;  but,  not 
lyieeting  with  the  French  fleet,  these  ships  returned  to 
England  dboot  the  latter,  end  of  September  and  the  be^n- 
ning  of  October;  on  the  finnteent^  of  which  last  month 
another  fleet  consisting,  of  twenty-two  ships  of  |he  line^ 
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two.frigftles  and  two  doopsr  sftikd  9^iti  cm  a  cruise  to  the 
westward  under  admiral  Byng,  ia  hopes  of  intercepting  the 
French  squadron  under  Dugiiay,  and  likewise  that  com- 
manded by  i^a  Mothe,  in  ca(»e  oi'  its  return  froip  America, 
But  this  fleet  likewise  returned  to  Spithead  on  the  t\¥eaty- 
second  of  November,  without  having  been  able,  to  effect 
any  thing,  though  it  was  allowed  by  all,  that  the  admiral 
had  acted  Judiciously  in  the  choice  of  his  stations.    . 

/  $  VI.   While  these    measures   were  pursued,  for  the 
general  security  of  the  British  coasts  and  tfade  in  Europe, 
several  new  ships  of  war  were  begun,  and  finished  with  the 
utmost  expedition,  in  his  maj^sJty's  docks:  twelve  frigates 
or  sloops,,  contracted  for  in  i^jvate  yards  were  completed 
by.  the    month    of   August;  and    twenty-four  ships    and 
twelve    colliers   were  then    taken  into   the  service  of  the 
government,  to  be    fitted-out  as   #essels  of   war,  to  carry 
twenty  guns  and  one  .hundred  and  twenty  men  each.     In 
the  mean   time   the  French  trade   yfM  so  annoyed  by  the 
£ngUsh  cruisers,  that  before  the  end  of  this  year  three  him- 
dred   of  their   merchant  ships,  many  of  which,  from  St. 
Domingo  and   Martinicu,   were  e^tn^siely  rich,  and  eight 
thousand  of  their  sailors,  were  brought  into  English  ports^ 
By  these  captures    the>  British  ministry    answered  many 
purposes  i  they  deprived  the  French  of  a  great  body  of  s(^- 
nrien,  and  withheld  from  them  a  very  large   property,  the 
want  of  which  greatly   distressed  their  people. ai^d  ruined 
many    of  their    traders.     The    outward^'bound^  merchant 
ships  were  insured  at  the  rate  of  thirty  per  cent,  whilst  the 
English  paid  no   more  than  the  commop  insurance.     This 
intolerable    burden    was    felt   by   all    degrees    of    pec^le 
amongst  them  ;  their  ministry  was  publicly  reviled^  even  by 
their  parliaments:   and  the  French oiame,  from   being    the 
terror,  began  to  be  the  contempt  of,  Europe*     Their  unea- 
siness was  ahonot  a  little  heightened  by  new  broils  between 
their  ):ing  and  the  parliament  of  Paris,  occasioned  by  die 
obstinacy  of  the  clergy  of  that  kingdom,  who  seemed  deter- 
mined to  support  the  church,  in  all  events,  against. the  secu- 
lar   tribunals,   and   as  much  as   possible,    to   enforce    the 
observance  of  the  bull   Unigeoitus,  <which  had  long  been 
the  occasion  of  so  many  disputes  among  them*     Howevjer^ 
the  parliament  continuing  firm,  and  the  Fnttnch  king  ^ppro* 
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yitig  of  its  "conduct,  the  ecclesiiaiftties  thought  p«oper  to  wab* 
mit  for  the  present ;  and  in  their  general  assembly  this  year 
granted  him  a  free  gift  of  sixteen  millions  of  livres^  which 
he  demanded  of  them— -a  greater  sum  than  they  had  eirer 
^ven  before^  even  in  time  of  war. 

$  VII.  In  the  beginning  of  this  year  die  assemU^^-of 
Massachusetts  Bay*  in  New  England  passed  an  act,  prohibit*- 
ing   alt    correspondence  with  the   French  at  Louisboui^; 
and  early  in  the  spring  they  raised  a  body  of  troops,  Vhich 
W€is  transported  to  Nova  Scotia,  to  assist  lieuteqant  goJiren- 
nor  Laurence  in  driving  the  French  from  the  encroach^- 
ments  diey   had  made  upon  that  province.     Accordingly, 
towards  the  end  of  May,  the  governor  sent  a  large  detach* 
ment  of  troops,  under  the  command  of  lieutenant  cc^onel 
Monckton,  upon   this  service ;  and  three  frigates   and  a 
sloop  were  despatched  up  the  bay  of  Fundy,  under  the  com* 
mand  of  captain   Rous,  to  give'' their  assistance  by  sea. 
The  troops,  upon  their  arrival  at  the  river  ^Massaguash^ 
found  the  passage  stopped 'by  a  large  nuitiber  of  i%gular 
forces,  rebel  neutrals,  or  Acadiaos,  and  Inctians,  four  hun*» 
dred  and  fifty  of  whom  occupied  a  blockhouse  with  cannom 
mounted  on   their  side  of  the  river;. and  the  vest  were 
posted  within  a  strong  breastwork  of  timber^  thrown  up 
by  way  of  outwork  to  the  blockhouse*     The  £ng^h  pro» 
vincials  attacked  this  place  with  such  spirit,  that  the  enemy 
were  obti]ged  to  fly,  and  leave  them  in  possession  of  iim 
breastwork  :  then  the  garrison  in  the  blockhouse  deserted 
it,  and  left  the  passage  of  the  river  free.     From   tbencb 
•  '  colonel  Monckton  advanced  to  t|ie  French  fort  of  Beanse* 
jour,  which  he  invested,  as  far  at  least  as  the  small  number 
of  his  troops  would  permit,  on  •  the  twelfth  of  Junei;  and 
after  four    days    bombardment .  obliged   it  to   sui;retKle4 
though  the  French  had  twenty^six  pieces  of  cannon  m0unl>- 
«d  and  plenty  of  ammunttk>n,  and  the  English  bad.ndt 
yet  placed  a  single  cannon  upon  their  batteries.     The  gar- 
rison was  isent  to  'Louisbourg,  on  cimdititon  of  not  bdartitg 
arms  in  America  for  the  space  of  six  months ;  and  th^ 
Acadisms,  who  had  joined  the  Fxench,  were  pardo^iedy  in 
corisideratiilh  of  4heir  having  been  forced  into  that  service* 
Coloif^  Monckton  after  putliog  a: garrison  into  this  pl^c^ 
and  elum^tng  its  name  to  that  of  Cumberland,  the  next  day 
Vol.  III.  F  f 
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ottacktd  tnil  reduceil  tte  otir  FveBclifert  Uppx^  the  river 
Gaiperaftu  whic)i  snot  isttt  buy  Vcrte  ;  where  he  likewite 
fomid  «i  Urge  quantity  of  proTMions  and  slores  ol  nB  kni(la« 
tlmt  being  the  chief  megiiahie  for  ftiipplyiog^  the  Freneh 
lodians  and  Acadians  wMi  arme^  aminuiii^Df  and  other 
aeoeieariee.  He  •  ^a  disarved  tfieee  kst,  to  the  nuenber 
of  fifteen  thoosand ;  and  ia  the  laeaa  time,  captaiii  THo^ 
tf  kh  hu  ehips  sailed  to  the  month  of  the  river  St*  John, 
to.  attack  the  q«w  fort  tbe  French  bad  erected  there  i  b^i 
they  eaved  him  that  trouble,  by  abaodoniag  it  upop  hii 
appearance,  after  haviag  burst  xtheir  cannon,  Uown  up 
their  iaa|piiunc«  and  destroyed,  aft  far  at  they  had  time,  aU 
the  works  th«y  had  lately  raised*  The  EagUsh  had  but 
twenty  men  killed,  aad  about  the  same  number  wounded,  in 
the  mhiAc  of  th'ts  expedition,  the  auoeess  of  which  secured 
the  trsnquiUffy  of  Nova  Scotia*     ^ 

$'VIII..  While  the  New  £n^andera  were  thus 
flospioyed  in  redncing  the  Feendh  in  Nova  Scotia,  prepara^ 
tioQs  we|e  made  m  Virginia  for  attacking  them  upon  the 
Ohio.  A  fort  was  built,  which,  was  likewise  called  fort 
Cumbeilaiid,  aad  a  camp  formed  at  Wilis's  creek*  ^  On  the 
lenvteencb  of  Jmmary.of  this,  ytea^,  major  general  Brad- 
dock,  with  Gokmd  Duabar's  and  colonel  Halket's  regi- 
ments of  foot,  sailed  from  Cork,  in  Ireland,  for  Virginia^ 
where  they  all  landed  safe  before  the  end  of  February^ 
This  general  might  oonsequently  have  entered  upon  action 
early  in  the  spring  had  he  not  been  unfortnnately  delayed 
by  the  Virginian  contractors  for  the.  army,  who  when  he 
was  ready  to  march,  had  neither  .proviiltsd  a  snfficienl 
^piantity  of  provisions  Sor  hia  troops  nor  a  competent  nnm* 
bes  of  carriages  for  his  army*  This  accident  was'  foreseen 
by  almost  every  person  who  knegiii!any  thing  of  our  plantar 
tfons  upon  the  cmitinen^  of- America:  for  the  people  of 
ViEginia  who  think  of  no  preduce  but  l^eir  tobi»^€o,aiid  do 
not  raise  com  enough  even  for  their  own^suhsisttsice,  b^ny 
liy  thii  nature  of  their  xoimtry  wdkl  fivovided  with  the 
-convenieocy  of  water  conveyance,  have  hut  few  wheel  eatr 
Tiages,  or  beasts  of  burden ;  whereas  Pennsylvania,  which 
jfaounds  in  com,  aad  most  otiier  sorts  of  pmvisioils,  has 
but  little  water  carriage,  especkHy  in  its  western  ^eltlo^ 
ineats,  where  its  inludiitants  have  gisat  ni^nbers.  of  oaris^ 


wngons,  somI  hCMTflfeft.     Mn  Btadikktk  should,  ttieNifom,  ^ 
o^rtattily  in  point  of  priideiictt  ImVe  tended  in  PcntiBylirft* 
aift :  tbcl  conmict  f^ra*  suppljriog  his   troops   stiould   Itfiv^e 
been  made  i^ith  some  of  the  chief  planters  there^  who 
Qould  easily  have  performed  their  engagements :  and  if  hhi 
camp  had  been    formed  nemr  Frankstown,  or  somewfaeni 
\xpo^  the  sotithwest  bwders  of  that  province^  he  would  not 
have  had  eighty  miks  lo  march  from  thence  to  fort  du 
Quesne,  instead  of  a  hundred  and  thirty  miles  that  he  had 
to  advance   from   Wilis's   creek,  where  he  did  encamps 
trough  roads  neither  belt^jr,  nor  more  practicrtde  than  the 
other  would  have  been.     This  error  In  the  very  beginnitig 
of  the  expedition,  whetli^r  owing  lo  an  injudicioils  prefer-:' 
esce  fondly  given  to  the  Virginians  in  tiie  lucrative  job  df 
^(ttpplying  these  troops  or  toi  any  4>^er  cause,  ddlayed  the 
march  of  the  army  for  some  weeks,  during  whidi  it  wad  in 
the  utmost  distress  for  necestaifies  of  all  kindb ;  «nd  would 
probably  have  defeated  the  esiptdition  entirdy  for  thatsuM'^ 
mer,  had  not  the  contractors  found  means  to  procure  tome 
assistance  from  the  back  setdeijnents  of  Pennsylvania.  Bui 
even  when  these  supplies  did  arrive,  tliey  consisted  of  ouly 
fifteen  wagons,  and  a  hundred  draft  horses,  iuitead  of  tt 
hundred   and   fifty  wagons   aikd    thrae   himdred  h^rsesi 
which  the  Virginia  coimaetors  had  engaged^  to  fttmish,  and 
the  provisions  were  so  bad  that  they  could  not  bte  t»ed« 
However,  some  gentlemen  in  Pennsylvania  being  applied 
to  in  this  esugency,  amfdy  made  up  for  thi}s«  defieiencksi 
nod  the  troops  were  by  this  means  supplied  with  every 
Aing  they  wanted.     Another  and  «tiU  more^  fMd  eiror 
was  committed  in  the  choice  of  the  eommander  for  diitt 
espedi^on.     Major  general  Braddocki  who  was  appointed 
to  it,  was  undoubtedly  a  tnan  of  courage,  and  expert  in 
all  the  punctilios  of  a  review,  having  been  brought  up  itt 
the  English  guards :  but  be  was  naturally  very  haughty, 
positive,  and  dificultof  access;  qualities  iQ  snked  to  the 
temper  of  the  peiqile  ^uHongst  whom  he  WM  to  eoAnni^. 
His  Extreme  severity  in  matters  of  discipline  had  rendereil 
him  unpopular  among  the  soldiers }  and  the  strict  military 
cdbMrataon  m  which  he  had  been  trained  from  hit  youth^ 
and  which  he  prided  himself  on  scrupuleusly  foUowingi  ^ 
madie  him  hold  ihe  American  militia  in  grant  c^(mtempi| 
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bectuse  they  could  not  go  through  their  exercise  with  the - 
same  dexterity  and  regularity  as  a  regiment  of  guards  in 
Hyde  Park,  little  knowing,  or  indeed  being  able  to*  form 
any  idea  of  the  differen<;e  between  the  European  manner 
of  fighting,  and  an  American  expedition  through  woods,, 
deserts,  and  morasses.  Before  he  left  England,  he 
DBceiyed  in  the  handwriting  of  colonel  N^ier,  a  set  of 
instructions  from  the  duke  of  Cumberland.  By  these  the 
attempt  upon  Niagara  was,  in  a  great  measure,  referred  to 
him,  and  the  .  reduction  of  Crown  Point  was  to  be  left, 
chiefly  to  the  provincial  forces*  But  above  all,  his 
royal  highness,  both  verbally  and  in  this  writing,  frequent- 
ly cautioned  him  carefully  to  beware  of  an  ambush  or  sur* 
prise*  Instead  of  regarding  this  salutary  caution,  his  con- 
ceit of  his  own  abilities  made  him  disdain  to  ask  the 
opinion  of  any  under  his  command  ;  and  the  Indians,  who 
wauld  have  been  his  safest  guards  against  this  danger  in 
particular,  were  so  disgusted  by  the  haughtiness  of  hb 
behaviour,  that  most  of  them  forsook  his  banners.  Under 
these  disadvantages  he  began  bis  march  from  fort  Cum-: 
berland  on  the  tenth  of  June,  at  the  head  of  about  two 
thousand  two  hundred  men,  for  the  Meadows,  where  coIo« 
nel  Washington  was  defeated  the  year  before*  Upon  his 
arrival  there,  he  was  informed,  that  the  French  at  fort  du 
Quesne,  which  had  lately  been  built  on  the  same,  river, 
near  its  confluence  with  the  Monongahela,  expected  a 
reinforcement  of  five  hundred  regular  tropps :  therefore, 
that  he, might  march  with  a  greater  despatch,  he  left  colo- 
nel Dunbar,  with  eight  hundred  men,  to  brin^  up  the  pro-, 
visions,  stores,  and  heavy  baggage^  as  fast  as  the  nature  of 
the  service  would  permit;  and  with^ie  other  twelve  hun- 
dred, together  with  ten  pieces  of  f.cannon,  and  the  neces- 
sary ammunition,  and  provisions,  He .  marched  on  with  so 
much  expedition,  that  he  seldom  took  any  time  to  recon- 
noitre the  woods  or  thickets  he  was  to  pass  through;  as  if 
thejQearer  he  approached  the  enemy,  the  farther  he  was 
removed  from  danger. 

$  IX.  On,  the  eighth  of  July,  he  encamped  within  ten 
miles  o£;fort  du  Quesne.  Though  colonel  Dunbar  was 
then  near -forty  miles  behind  him,  and  his  officers,  particu^ 
larly  sir  Peter  ,]^alket,  earnestly  entreated  him  to  proceed 


wkh  cftution,  and  to  tiiiph>y*the  friendly  kidians  who  were 
with  him,  by  way  of  advanced  guard,  in  case  of  ambus- 
cades ;  yet  he  resumed  hia  march  the  next  day,  without  so 
much  aa  endeavouring  to  obtain  any  intelligence  of  the 
situation  or  disposition  of  the  enemy,  or  even  sending  out 
any  scouts  to  visi^  the  woods  and  thickets  on  both  sides  of 
him,  as  well  as  in  frcmt.  With  this  carelessness  he  was 
advancing,  when,  about  .noon,  he  was  saluted  with  a  general 
fire  upon  his  front,  and  all  along  his  left  flank,  from  an 
enemy  so  artfully  concealed  behind  the  trees  and  bushes, 
that  not  a  man  of  them  could  be  seen*  The  vanguard 
immediately  fett  back  upon  the  main  body,  and  m  an 
instant  the  panic  and  confusiop  became  general ;  so  that 
most  of  the  troops  fled  with  great  precipitation,  notwith- 
standing all  that  their  officers,  some  of  whom  behaved 
very  gallantly,  could  do  to  stop  their  career.  As  to  Brad- 
dock  himself,  instead  of  scouring  Ae,  thickets  and  bushes 
from  whence  the  fire  came,  with  grape  shot  from  the  ten 
pieces  of  cannon  he  had  wMi  him,  or  ordering  flanking 
parties  of  his  Indians  to  advance  against  tlie  enemy,  he 
obstinately  remained  upon  the  spot  where  he  was,  and  gave 
orders  for  the  few  brave  officers  and  men  who  staid  wit/h 
hini,  to  form  regularly,  and  advance.  Meann^hile  his  men 
felfthick  about  him,  and  almost  all  his  officers  were  singled 
out,  one  after  aiiother,  and  killed  or  wounded';  for  the 
Indians,  who  always  take  aim  when  they  fire,  and  aim 
chiefly  at  the  officers,  distinguished  them  by  their  dress. 
At  last,  the  general,  whose  obstinacy  seemed  to  increase 
with  the  danger,  after  having  had  some  horses  shot  under 
him,  received  a  musket  shot  through  the  right  arm  and 
lungs,  of  which  he  died  in  a  few  hours,  having  been  carried 
ofi*  the  field  by  the  bravery  of  lieutenant  colonel  Gage,  and 
another  of  his  officers.  When  he  dropped,  the  confusion  of 
the  few  that  remained  turned  into  a  downright  and  very 
'  disorderly  flight  across  a  river  which  they  had  just  passed, 
>  though  no  enemy  appeared,  or- attempted  to  attack  them. 
All  the  artillery,  ammunition,  and  baggage  of  the  army 
'  were  left  to  the  enemy,  and,'  among  the  rest,  the  generic's 
caibisiet,  with  all  his  letters  and  instructions,  which  the 
French  court  afterwards  made  great  use  of  in  their  printed 
memorials  or  manifestoes*     The  loss  of  the  English  in  this 


sso 


UIBTORV  Of  fiKdLAND. 


irss. 


uahappy  affair  tmounted  to  seven  hundred  meti.  Thek 
officers,  in  pcirticular,  suffered  much  more  than  in  the 
ordinary  proportion  of  battles  in  Europe.  Sir  Peter  Halk^ 
fell  by  the  very  first  fire,  at  the  head  of  his  regiment ;  and 
the  general's  secretary,  son  to  governor  Shiriey,  was  killed 
soon  after.  tNeither  the  number  of  men  which  the  enemy 
had  in  this  engagement,  nor  the  loss  which  they  sustained, 
could  be  so  much  as  guessed  at :  but  the  French  afterwards 
gave  out,  that  their  number  did  not,  in  the  whole,  exceed 
four  hundred  men,  mostly  Indians ;  and  that  their  k»ss  was 
quite  inconsiderable,  as  it  probably  was,  because  they  hsy 
concealed  in  such  a  manner  that  the  English  knew  not 
whither  to  point  their  muskeu.  The  panic  of  these  last 
continiied  so  long,  that  they  never  stopped  till  they  met  the 
rear  division;  and  even  then  they  infected  those , troops 
with  their  terrors;  so  diat  the  army  retreated  without 
stopping,  till  they  feacfatd  fort  Cumberland,  though  die 
enemy  did  not  so  m^ch  as  attempt  to  pursue,  nor  ever 
appeared  in  sight,  either  in  the  battle,  or  after  the  defeat. 
On  the  whole,  this  was  perhaps  the  most  extraordinary 
victory  that  ever  was  obtained,  and  the  farthest  flight  that 
ever  was  made. 

§  X.  Had  the  shattered  remains  of  this  army  continaed 
at  fort  Comberland,  and  fortified  themselves  there,  as  they 
might  easily  have  done,  during  the  rest  of  the  summer,  they 
would  have  been  such  a  check  upon  the  French  and  their 
scalping  Indians,  as  would  have  prevented  many  of  those 
ravages  that  were  committed  in  the  ensuing  winter  upon 
the  western  borders  of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania;  hut^ 
instead  of  taking  tliat  prudent  step,  their  commander  left 
only  the  sick  and  wounded  at  that  fort,  under  the  protection 
of  two  companies  of  the  provincial  militia,  posted  there  by 
way  of  garrison,  and  began  his  march  on  the  second  of 
August,  with  about  sixteen  hundred  men,  for  Philadelphia; 
where  those  troops  could  be  of  no  immediate  service.  From 
thence  they  were  ordered  away  to  Albany,  in  New  York, 
by  general  Shirley,  on  whom  the  chief  command  of  the 
troops  in  America  had  devolvt-d  bytW  death  of  major 
general  Braddock.  Virginia,  Maryland,  and  Pennsylvaaia, 
were  by  these  meahs  teft  entirely  to  take  care  of  themselves, 
which  they  might  ha:ve  done  effectually,  had  they  been 
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united  m  tlieit  coun9els :  but  the  usual  disputes,  between 
their  governors  and  assemblies,  defeated  every  salutary 
plan  that  was  proposed.  Pennsylvania,  the  most  powerful 
of  the  three,  was  rendered  quite  impotent,  either  for  its 
own  defence,  or  that  of  its  neighbours,  by  these  unhappy 
c<mte8ts;  though,  at  last,  the  assembly  of  that  province, 
sensible  of  the  danger  to  which  they  were  exposed,  and 
seeing  the  absolute  necessity  of  providing  a  standing  mili- 
tary force,  and  of  erecting  some  forts  to  defend  their 
western  frontier,  passed  a  bill  for  raising  fifjty  thousand 
pounds.  But  even  this  sum,  small  as  it  was,  even  to  ft 
degree  of  ridicule,  considering  the  richness  of  the  province, 
and  the  extent  of  its  frontier,  could  not  be  obtained ;  the 
governor  positively  refusing  to  give  his  assent  to  the  act  of 
the  assembly,  because  they  had  taxed  the  proprietaries 
estates  equally  with  those  of  the  inhabitants,  which,  he 
said,  he  was  ordered  by  his  instriictions,  not  to  consent  to, 
nor  indeed  any  new  tax  upon  the  proprietaries ;  and  the 
assembly,  consisting  chiefly  of  members  whose  estates  lay  in 
the  eastern  or  interior  parts  of  the  province,  as  positiv^y 
refusing  to  alter  their  bilU  One  would  be  apt  to  think, 
thaty  in  a  case  of  such  urgent  necessity,  the  governor  might 
have  ventured  to  give  his  assent  to  the  bill  under  a  protest, 
that  it  should  not  prejudice  the  rights  of  the  proprietaries 
upon  any  future  ocbasion :  but  as  he  did  not,  the  bill  was 
dropped,  ^nd  the  province  left  defenceless :  by  which 
means  it  afterivards  suffered  severely,  to  the  destruction  of 
many  of  the  poor  inhabitants  upon  the  western  frontier,  and 
to  the  inripressing  the  Indians  with  a  contemptible  opinion 
,  of  the  ISnglish,  and  the  highest  esteem  of  th^  French. 

.  $  XI»  Our  colonies  to  the  north  of  Pennsylvania  were^ 
more  active,  and  more  successful  in  their  preparations  for 
war.  New  York,  following  the  example  of  New  England, 
passed  an  act  to  prohibit  the  sending  of  provisions  to  any 
Vrffoch  port  or  settlement  on  the  continent' of  North  Amer 
rica,  or  any  of  the  adjacent  islands ;  and  also  for  raising 
forty<>five  thousand  pounds,  on  estates  real  and  personal,  for 
tht  better  defence  of  their  colony,  which  lay  more  exposed 
thj^n  any  other  to  a  French  invasion  from  Crown  Point, 
However,  this  sum^  great  as  it  might  seem  to  them,  was 
far  from  being^  suftcient ;  nor,  indeed,  could  they  have  pror 
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vided  properly  for  their  security^  without  thi6  assistance  of 
our  other  colonies  to  the  east  of  them ;  but  with  their  help, 
and  the  additional  succour  of  the  small  body  of  regular 
troops  expected  under  colonel  Dunbar,  they  boldly  resolved 
upon  offepsive  measures,  which,  when  practicable,  are 
.always  the  safest;  and  two  expeditions,  one  against  the 
French  fort  at  Crown  •  Point,  and  the  other  against  their 
fort  at  Niagara,  between  the  lakes  Ontario  and  Erie,  were 
set  on  foot  at  the  same  time*  The  former  of  these  expe- 
ditions was  appointed  to  be  executed  under  the  command 
of  general  Johnson,  a  native  of  Ireland,  who  had  long  resi- 
ded upon  the  Mohock  river,  in  the  western  part  of  New 
York,  where  he  had  acquired  a  considerable  estate,  and  was 
uni'wersally  beloved,  not  only  by  the  inhabitants  but  also  by 
the  neighbouring  Indians  whose  language  he  had  leamt<» 
and, whose  affections  he  had  gained  by  his  humanity  towards 
them.  The  expedition  against  Niagara  was  commanded 
by  general  Shirley  himself. 

§  XII*  The  rendezvous  of  the  troops  for  both  these 
expeditions  was  appointed  to  be  at  Albany,  where  most  of 
them  arrived  before  the  end  of  June  :  but  the  artillery,  bat- 
teaux,  provisions,  and  other  necessaries  for  the   attempt 
upon  Crown  Point,  could  not  be  prepared  till  the  eighth  of 
August,    when   general   Johnson  set  out    with  them  from 
Albany  for  the  carrying  place  from  Hudson's  river  to  lake 
George.     There  the  troops  had  already  arrived,  under  the 
command  of  major  general  Lyman,  and  consisted  of  between 
£ve  and  six  thousand  men,  besides  Indians,  raised  by  the 
governments   of    Boston,    Connecticut,   New    Hampshire, 
Rhode  Island,  and  New  York.     Every  thing  was  then  pre* 
pared  as  fast  as  possible  for  a  march ;  and  towards  the  end 
of  the  month,  general  Johnson  advanced  about  fourteen 
miles  forward  with  his  troops,  and  encamped  in  a. very 
strong  situation,  covered  on  each  side  by  a  thick  woode4 
swamp,  by  lake  George  in  his  rear,  and  by  a  breastwork  of 
trees,  cut  down  for  that  purpose,  in  his  front.     Here  he 
resolved  to  wai(  the  arrival  of  his  batteaux,  and  afterwards 
to  proceed  to  Ticonderoga,  at  the  other  end  of  the  lake, 
from  whence   it  was  but  about  fifteen  miles  to  the  fort  at 
the  south  end  of  lake  Corlaer,  or  Champlaih,  call<vd  fort 
Frederick  by  the  French,  and  by  us  Grown  Point.     Whilst 
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he  was  thus  encamped>  some  of  his  Indian  scout^,  of  ^fak}| 
he  took  care  to  nend  out  numbers  along  both  sides^  and  to 
the  farther  end  of  lake  George,  brought  him  inteUigehcci 
that  a  considerable  number  of  the  eneiny  were  then  on  thetv 
march  from  Ticonderoga,  by  the  way  of  the  south  bay, 
towards  the  fortified  encampment,  since  called  fort  Edward^ 
^bich  general  Lyman  had  built  at  the  carr>  ing  place ;  and 
in  which  four  or  five. hundred  of  the  New  Hampshire  and 
New  York  men  had  been  left  as  a  garrison*  Upon  th** 
information  general  Johnson  sent  two  expresseeT,  one  -  altec 
the  -other,  to  colonel  Blanchard,  their  commander,  witb 
orders  to  call  in  all  his  out  parties,  and  to  keep  bis  whole 
force  within  the  intrenchments*  About  .twelve  o'clock  at 
night,  those  who  had  been  sent  upon  the  second  express 
returned  with  an  account  of  their  having  seen  the  enemy 
)vithin  four  miles  of  the  damp  at  the  carrying  place,  Avhich 
they  scarcely  doubted  their  having  by  that  time  attacked* 
Important  as  the  defence  of  this  place  was  for  the  safety  of 
the  whole  army,  and  imminent  as  the  danger  seemed  to  be, 
it  does  not  appear  that  the  generalthen  called  any  council 
of  war,  or  resolved  upon  any  thing  for  its  relief ;  but  early 
the  next  morning  he  called  a  council,  wherein  it  was  unad-* 
visedlyjesolved  to  detach  a  thousand  men,  with  a  number 
of  Indians,  to  intercept,  or,  as  the  general's  expression  was 
in  his  letter,  to  catch  the  enemy  in  their  retreat,  either  as 
victors,  or  as  defeated  in  their  design*  This  expedient 
was  resolved  on,  though  no  one  knew  the  number  of  the 
enemy,  nor  could  obtain  any  inforojiation  in  that  respect 
from  the  Indian  scouts,  because  the  Indians  have  no  words 
or  signs  for  expressing  any  large  number,  which,  when  it 
ffxceeds  their  reckoning,  they  signify  by  pointing  to  the  stars 
in  the  firmament,  or  to  the  hair  of  their  head ;  and  this  they 
often  do  to  denote  a  number  less  than  a  thousand,  as  well 
as  to  signify  ten  thousand;  or  any  greater  number* 

§  XIII*  Between  eight  and  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning 
a  thousand  men,  with  two  hundred  Indians!,  were  detached 
under  the  command  of  colonel  Williams ;  but  they  had  not 
been  gone  two  hours,  when  those  in  the  camp  began  to  hear 
a  close  firing,  at  about  three  or  four  miles  distance,  as  they 
judged :  as  it  approached  nearer  and  nearer,  they  righdy 
supposed  th^t  the  detachmejit  was  overpowered,  and  repreat- 

Vol.  Ill*  G  g 


JI34  HiarORt  i»  England.  i^^;^ 

llig  towards  the  cfttnp;  which  wm  soon  eolifitmed  bf  sontt^ 
fttg^tives,  and  presetitly  after  by  whole  compftnies,  who  fleti 
back  in  great  confusion.  In  a  very  short  time  after^  die 
atiemy  appeared  marching  it)  regular  order  up  to  the  centre 
ef  the  camp,  where  the  consternation  was  so  great,  that,  if 
ihey  had  attacked  the  breastwork  dh-ectly,  they  ttiight  pT<M 
^ably  have  thrown  all  iftto  confusion,  and  obtained  an  easy 
ticlory ;  but,  fortunately  for  the  English,  they  halted  fot 
some  time  about  a  hundred  and  fifty  yards  distance,  and 
from  thence  began  their  attack  with  platoon  firing,  too  fM' 
0l(  to  do  much  hurt,  especially  against  troops  who  were 
defended  by  a  strong  breastwork.  On  the  contrary,  thh 
inelFectual  fire  served  only  to  raise  the  spirits  of  these  last, 
who,  having  prepared  their  sirtillery  during  the  time  tlat 
the  French  halted,  began  to  play  it  so  briskly  upon  th^  e|i^ 
emy,  that  the  Canadians  and  Indians  in  their  service  fled 
immediately  into  the  woods  on  each  side  of  the  camp,  and 
there  squatted  under  bushes^  or  skulked  behind  trees,  from 
vfhence  they,  continued  Briilg  with  very  little  execution, 
most  of  their  shot  being  intercepted  by  the  brakes  and  thicks 
ets ;  for  they  never  had  the  courage  to  advance  to  the  verge 
ef  the  wood.  Baron  Dieskau,  who  commanded  the  French, 
being- thus  left  alone,  with  his  regular  troops,  at  the  froht 
ef  the  camp,  finding  he  could  not  make  a  close  attack  upoa 
the  centre  with  his  small  number  of  men,  moved  first  to  the 
left,  and  then  to  %\it  right,  at  both  which  places  he  endear 
VOUred  to  force  a  psissjige,  but  Wais  repuked,  being  ubsupportn 
edby  the  irregulars.  Instead  of  retreating,  as  he  ought  in 
prudence  to  have  done,  he  still  continued  his  platooQ  atid 
bush  firing  till  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  during  WhvM^ 
time  hit  regu}ar  troop$  suffered  gteatly  by  the  fire  from  ii^ 
camp,  and  were  at  last  thrown  into  confusion  ;>  which  wHi 
tu>  sooner  perceived  by  general  Johnson's  men,  thah  they, 
without  waiting  for  orders,  leaped  over  their  bl^a^twork, 
attacked  the  enemy  on  all  side8,'$nd<  after  kihipg  atid  taking 
^  considerable  number  of  them^  entirely  dispersed  the  rest, 
The  French,  whose  numbers,  at  the  beginnihg  <)f  thii 
engagements  amounted  to  about  two  thousand  tneh,  iiicltt^ 
ding  two  hundred  grenadiers,  eight  hiihdt*ed  Csmadialts,  and 
the  rest  Indiafts  of  different  nations,  had  between  seven  axld 
^lg*)V?^Vihdred  fffcn  kiUtd,  and  thirty  taken  |)rUonet*s :  among 
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1^  ttnl^  dfiNiliK^  fiiiM»  thft  field  of  jNOde,  «laftgcmuo^ 
WMlftdedy  ju^d  leasing  on  th^  ttwiop  of  a  tree  for  his  muf^ 
|Ml.  TI19  So^iali  I9SI  about  two  hupdred  mea,vaiid  tboect 
fbieiir  /of  tbe  detaebnMit  iMi4er  colonel  WiUiAma ;  for  th^jr 
bi4  very  few  ekber  killed  or  wownded  in  the  attack  upaa 
iMr  i:ampi  nd  not  any  of  distiaetioii^  eceept  £€lmktl  Tit« 
e^UEnb  killedt  and  ithe  general  himself  and  alitor  Nkhola 
tM«inde4«  Among  the  akin  of  the  detaebmeot,  which 
w^iild  probably  haw^  be^en  entirely  cut  off  had  not  lieutenant 
cnlnaiel  Cole  been  aent  out  from  the  camp  with  three  hun^ 
dl^d  aoAn,  with  which  be  stopped  the  enemy's  pursuit^  mA 
eovened  the  mtneajt  of  his  friends,  were  colonel  Williama« 
Mjor  Asb^^,  six  captains,  and  several  subalterns^  besidea  . 
Iptiva^  men }  and  the  Indians  reckoned  that  they  had  loal 
tfmy  m^n^  besides  the  brav^  old  Hiendrick,  thf  Mohook 
aachemt  or  chief  captain. 

$  3UV»  When  Baron  Dieskau  set  oat  from  Ticon^* 
imf0ff^  his  demgn  was  only  to  surprise  and  cut  off  dM 
intiicpcbed  iC^mpv  aow -called  fort  Edward,  at  the  carrying 
]4ace,  whtve  there,  were  but  four  .or  five  hundred  men.     If 
he  had  exaeuud  this  ^cheme,  our  army  would  have  been 
throwninto  great  dific»l  ties ;  for  it  couU  neither  have  pre^ 
IBeeded  fsn^^r^  nor  have  sub^ist^d  where  it  was,  and  ha 
^toigbl  havi^  found  an  4f»portunity  to  attack  it  with  great 
^ullirantage  in  it«  retceat*     But  when  he  was  within  four  lOa 
f  ve  mttes  of  that  fort,  his  pecqde  were  informed  that  di^ra 
neaae  aeveral  caaaon  there,  and  none  at  the  o^mp  i  upon 
..which  they  .aU  desiced  to  be  led  on  to  this  last,  which  he 
'Ifaaflft0i9>readi3y  cooaented  to,  m  h«i  himself  had  been  toiki 
by  asi  Kngltsh  prisoner,  who  hi^d  leift  Ais  camp  but  a  few 
dl^ys  bafcae,itbat  it  waa  quite  defenc^ss,  being  widioutanjr 
linlKs,  4md  daptk^iie  of  aannosi ;  whii^,  in  effect,,  was  trurii 
ftl  that  vtime;.  for  the  cammn  did  aat  arrive,  nor*  was  the 
baeastwork;  ejreacdy  ^  about  two  days  before  the  ^g»ge« 
iMfitr  Tn jdiia  miainfoamatieai^  therefotre,  must  be  ia^iuted 
this  atep,  which  waiM  othcarwise  be  inconsistent  with  the 
general  character  and  abUitiea  of  baron  Dicskati.    A  lem 
justifij^Uk  erfor  seams  to  have  been  oomnitud  by  genera} 
JFohnaon,  in  not  dAUichmg  a  party  to  pursue  the  ei^my 
when  thjt^  wece  .de&afed  and'  fled*    Perhaps  he  was  pre** 
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lake  OotarUi  kit  tlie  phce  vhare  0«weg6  Smtt^  n  t^HM^ 
Boi  this  river  h  so  rapid  at  t<>'  be  s<Hiietiai99  d^gertM^ 
beaides  its  bejikg  fuU  of  rifts  and  roeka  s  and  frfio^t  tWfliFO 
mile)  on  this  aide  of  Oswrego^  there  h  a  Ml  of  deveii  loai; 
perpendicular,  ^here  there  is  eonaeqiieiidy  apoMige,  whiohi 
however,  does  not'  exceed  forty  yard*.  From  thence  the 
passage  is  easy,  quite  to  Oswego.  .The  lake  Ontario,  oi» 
which  this  fort  stands,  is  near  two  huadniN}  and  eig^i^ 
leagues  in  ciriouiBfereaoe :  its  figure  is  ovaii»  and  ila  depdi 
rhns  from  twenty '  to  twenty -ifive  ^fadioms.  On  the  iimtk 
»de  of  it  are  seversd  little  gulfs.  Tber#  ia  a  eomitiuniea* 
tfon  between  this  lake  and  that  of  the  Hurons  by*  the  rivar 
Tanasuate,  from  whence  it  is  a  land  dsrriage  of  stx^'ot 
fight' leagues  to  the  river  T'orouft^,  whi<^  falls' into  hi 
The  French  have  two  forts  ^  consequence  on  this  4ake. ; 
Frontepac,  which  commands  the  river  St*  Lawrence,  where 
Aelake  eomnninieates  with  .it  f  and  ^Iiagara,.  which  com-* 
mands.  the  commiinic»tion  bejfcwten  the  lake  Ontario  attd 
the  lakei.Erie*  Bxxt  of  these  fi^rts^jand  dlis  laaC  lake^  whadi- 
Is  oBff  of  the  finest  ia  itfae  world,  we  s^all  have  occasion  tt^ 
speak  hereafter* 

$  XVI L  Though  we*  had  long  been  in  po8seasfQ9  of 
fiort  Oswego,  and  thdogh  it  lay  greatly  esposed-  to  the 
French^  |HU-tieolarIy  to  dK>$e  of  Canada,  upon  aay  mptura 
betwieien  the  two  nationft,  we  had  never  t^ken  care  to  neodet 
it  tolerably  defensible,  or  even  to  build  a  single  vessel  fit 
for  navigating  the  lake :  nor  was  this  strange  neglect  aver 
taken  effectual  notice  oF,  till  the  beginning  of  this  yefu^i 
when,  at  a  nieetiag  which  geitfsal  Bradd^^  hwl  in  April 
with  the  goverubrs  and  chief  gentlemen  of  ^saveral  of  omt 
colonies  at  Alexandria,  in  Virginiai)  it  was  resolv^ed  to 
strengthen  both  the  fort  and  garrison  at  Oswego,  umI  to 
build  some  large  vessels  at  that  place*  Accordingly  a 
number  of  shipwrights  and  workmen  we/e  sent  thither  in 
May  and  June.  At  the  aame  tinie  ciptatn  Bradfftrec^ 
marched  thither  with  two  companies  af  a  himdrad  aaan 
each,  to  reinforce  the  hundred  that  werf  diere  before  under 
captain  King,  to  which  number  the  garrison  had'bsen 
Increased  since  our  contests  with  Fraace  began  to  grow 
serious.  For  a  long  time  beforn,  not  above  twenty*<fiKe 
'men  were  left  to  defend  this  post,  which  &0101  If^  ff^^ 


iHfl^onance,  «m1  Ae  ihMlioii  of  aftart*  st  illtt  jtinMMi 
IttcAi  ceru^y  r^qnii-ed  mnttehsumlgef  gMTiton  thirtn  irai 
^  into  it  wen  at  tlti««  period  :<  but  «^coii<ymy^  wa»  the  chiaf 
ttiiQg  cflAsulted  in  the  begioaiai;  ^  tkis  war^  and  lo  ^t  in 
H  g^'eat  meature  was  ^Mfrinf  iu  long  daratioft* 

§  XVlil*  Ptdm-  die  a^ove  descri^ttoM  of*  thepataagi 
from  AUtaay  to  Oswego,  it  is  jilaiii  li<»#  necessary  it  wai 
Aat  the  tfoofis  intended  for  this  expaditiett  should  bai^  set 
i»«t  eat4y  in  the  spring.  Bat  instead  of  ^f^  the  very  fatt 
1^  theni^  cekmei  Schuylei^s  Ne^ir  Jersey  regiaiient^  did  tMIt 
kmf^  their  mareh  till  after  the  beginning  of  Jnly^  and  jittt 
lis  Shirley's  and  Pepp^retFs  regiments  were  preparing  li 
firilow,  4he  melancholy  accomit  of  Braddock's  disastdf 
Mrived  at  Albmiy,  where  it  so  damped  the  spirits  of  tha 
people,  and  spread  such  n  terror,  that  many  of  the  troopi 
deserted,  and  fliost  of  the  bafteim  men  dispersed,*  and  ran 
liome,'  by  which  mean»  even  aU  the  necessary  stores  coold 
laat  be  carried  ahmg  with  die  troops.  Notwithstanding 
this  disappointment,  general  Shirley  set  out  from  Albany 
hsfefe  the  end  of  •  July,  with  as  many  of  die  troops  and 
itOT^es  as  he  could  procure  a  conve3rance  for,  hoping  to  be 
joinadf  in  his  route  by  great  nunrbers  of  die  Indians  of  the 
Six  Nations,  to  whom  he  Sent  invitations  to  that^elTect  as 
he  passed  by  their  settlements :  but  diey,  instead  of  eom^ 
{dying  with  his  desire,  absolutely  declared  against  all  'hos- 
tilities on  dtat  side  of  the  country  j  and  insisted  that 
Oswego,  being  a  place  i^  traffic  and  peaee,  ought  not  to 
he  disturbed  either  by  the  English  or  the  French,  as  if 
tl^  could  hate  persuaded  both  parties  to  agree  to  such  n 
local  trucCf  Upon  this  refusal,  Mr*  Shirley  proceeded 
forward,  being  ^mned  by  very  few  Indians,  and  arrived  at 
Oswego  on  ttie  seventeenth  or  eighteenth  of  August ;  but 
the  rest  of  t^e  troops  and  lUtiUery  did  not  arrive  till  the 
last  day  off  that^nonth ;  and  even  tiien,  their  store  of  pro*- 
visions'was  not  sufficient  to  enable  them  to  proceed  against 
Niagara,  though  some  tolerable  good  vessels  had  by  this 
time  been  built  and  got  ready  for  that  purpose.  The 
•general  now  resolved  to  take  but  six  hundred  men  with  ** 
him  for  the  attack  of  Niagara,  and  to  leave  the  rest  of  his 
lirmy,  consisting  of  about  fourteen  hundred  more,  at 
ihWega,  lb  defend  that  place,  in  case  the  French'  should 


mmk:itx  in:)iis.*iib9Qiicie^  whkh  .t^ere*  waii  iMaoQ  t<^ tffm- 
.faendithtoy.  mighty  99..^7  ^^^^  ba^  a  c^nsi^er^ble  foree  m 
fort  FrteiteaRCfJrom.  wbetce.  Ui«y  qoul^  >eiiMiIy  cross  ov.ef 
tbe  lidce  QttUeio  to..iOhDM»fgo»  However,,  he  w^  »t)U 
obliged  to  wHitat  Oswego,  lot:'  projrUkHM*  of  which  sit 
length  a  small  supply,  arrived  oo  the  twe»t(>'-MXth  of  Sep- 
lemb^r,  barely  fuActeQt  to  support  .lus  , men  during  jtheir 
iiit€ip4tHl  ^xpeditioa,  and.  to  allow  twelve  days  shont  subr 
stslence ;  for  those  he  ieft  behtfid. .  Bn^t  by  this  ti|ii<^  thf 
vainy  boisterous  season  had  begoo^  oq  which  accoiint  moi»t 
l>^.his  lodians  had  alread/  left  hin^,  and  were  returned 
if>n|e;.'.and  the  few  that  reniaiiied  with  him  declared  that 
fhcrerwas  nq  Crossing  the  iakc  Ontario  in  bajtteaus.at  tha( 
season, .  or  any  time .  before  the  next  summer.  In  this 
perplexity  he  called  a  council  of  war,  which,  after  we^igbipg 
all  circumstances,  unanimously  resolved  to  defer  the  attempt 
upon  Niagara  till  the  next  year,  and  to  employ  the  troops* 
whilst  they  remaini^d  at  Oswego,  in  building  barracks,  aii4 
erecting,  or. at  least  beginning  to.  erect  two  new  forts,  one 
on  the  east  side  of  the  river  Onoi^ds)^,  four  hundred  and 
&fty  yards  distant  from  the  old  fort,  which  it  was  to 
command^  as  weU  as  the  entrance  of.  the  harbour^,  and  to 
be  called  Ontario  Fort ;  and  the  o^er  four  hundred  and 
fifty  yards  west  of  the  old  fort,  to  be  galled  Oswego  New 
Fort. 

$  XIXp  These  things  being  agreed  on,  general  Shirley, 
with  the  greatest  part  of  the.  troops  under  his  commjMid, 
set  out  on  his  return  to  Albany  on  the  twei)ty-fourth  of 
October,  Ifsaviiig  colonel  Mercer  with  a  garrison  of  abo«ijt 
sev^n  hundred  men  at  Oswego;  though  repeated  advice 
had  been  received,  that  the  French  had  then  at  least  a 
thousand  men  at  their  fort  of  Frontenac,  upon  the  same 
lake ;  and,  what  was  still  worse,  the  new  forts  were  not 
yet  near  completed ;  but  left  to  be  finished  by  the  han} 
labour  of  colonel  Mercer  and.  his  little  garrison,  with  thjB 
addition  of  this  melancholy  circumstance,  that,  if  besieged 
by  the  enemy  in  the  winter,  it  would  not  be  possible -for 
his  friends  to  come  to  his  assistance*  Thus  ended  this 
year's  unfortunate  cafiipaign,  during  which  the  French^ 
with  the  assistance  of  their  Indian  allies,  continued  their 
murders,  scalping,  captivating,  and  laying  wasfe  the  wester^ 
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$  XX.  The  9iifii%|;fiF4.  ,q|'  1^0  tifA  j?^wii^  f  ow^Sr.  ^^i^ 

^vu-op^ ;  bill  tbfiif  ^niri^ac^^s.  wftre  ]|e$>^  fi;5irw^te  e%fnef» 
The  Frenith  e?Miea?rpi^4  ito  ia^fwre  ikf^  §|#niacdfl  with,  t 
jcaloiMfl^.  pf  t^ie  «trc;i||^t)  oi  ^q.  Eii^l^h  k^  ^m^  ^^^X^^yiM 
^meric^  i  ai^'t^e  S^p^i^  court  se^mefi  >96iine4  :tQ' accept 
^f  the  Qfl^ee  of  q^edifttor :  biH  Mr*  W^U»  ^tioi  wa^  Rerf^ctife^ 
Wel^^q^ai»/ted  wi^  t^^  «We  qf  ^ffii»§  b^|w.§^^  EngMftA 
aad.  Fr«^^e^  s^^p^d^d .  ^be  Tepr^i^4ii^f^i9|^  ^  ^  ?nti|lfc 
naimstiy,  ¥^}ui:|i  dg»on^irftte4t  l^lt  howei??r  M^illii^  Qvpat 
Britain  ooight  be  to  accept  of  ^e  fne^^b^ior^  of  §p4n,  |h^ 
eould  no^  ^greo  to  ^y  su^p^n^iQf)  of  ^rfps  it|  4>ll^?i<^m 
whicb  France  iqi^isttid  oa  a^  a  pi^lia^ii)ary  cci^ditiqq,  if  ft^ij^ 
^:^a¥diog ,  the  wbole  of  ||i^r  iot^res|;  ^re  i  a^fid  tl^at  t)|Q 
f^ptures  which. h^d  bQei^:  i|^ad«  by  th<  fjpgli^l),  vfer^  tb^ 
ne^e^sa^y  consoqueoces  of  the  eocrA^cbOK^^  ^^^  VnW^^fi 
pf  the  French,  particularly  in  thfj^l  poytitry.  Upon  tl^if 
remonstrance,  aU  further  (aU^  of  tk»  ip^diaiipp  qf  j^p^^fl 
was  dropped,  %nd  th^  pajiniatryi  of  V^f^^iUes  b^  fj^ppur^^ 
to  the  prin<?ea  of  ^Germany;  ftffiqpgst,vfj^pif>  t^e  pjpctqf  qf 
Cologn  \yaa  «ooia  brought  oy^r  tp  jth^^r  p^r^i  sq  a^  t^  ' 
^nsent  to  their  Cording  magazin^p.  1^  )^i^  t^t^fpri^s  'm 
Westphalia.  Thia  W9^  a  pjsun  indi<t((MP^  Pf  ^bejUr  4^fi89 
figaiajM.  Happver,  vrfeicb  tjiey  sQim  ^ter  m^^  bi^  Bri^nf?^ 
IBHajeaty,  who  lygp  tbfip  at  Hanover,  an  offer  pf  sparJiQg,  fJT 
be  wpuld  j^gr^ie  to  cert^m  co^itiqn^  of  pi^iit^alji^y  f9r  t^ 
electorate,  which  bfs  rejeaed  with  di^d^^n,  Tkp^  1^ 
count  d'Aubeterre,  envoy  extrordinary  from  France  at  the 
court  of  Vienna^  prpppsed  a  secret  negotiation  with  the 
ministers  of  the  emprisss  queetn  The  secret  aritiole^  pf  th^ 
treaty  pf  Petersburgb,  between  the  two  enjipre^ses,  ha^ 
ftCip^iated  a  kind  of  partition  of  the  Prussian  territories,  in 
4:a»e  that  prince  should  infrii?^  tb^  treaty  of  Presd^p ;  bqjjt 
J^is  Britaiujkic  majesty,  though  pften  invited,  had  always 
i«&fu«ed  to  agi?ee  to  any  such  stipulai^ioti :  a^d  lih£  .king  of 
Polafl^,  i^pwsoever  he  might  be  lAcJini^i  to  fovpur  thj|& 
scheme,  did  not  ds^re  to  avow  it  fo;-maUy,  till  matters  should 
4»e  aa<Hie  ripe  for  carrying  it  into  execution*  /The  court  pf 
Vi^na,  whose  favourite  measure  this  >|ras^  kPg^t^  tQ  iist^ 
Vol.  m.  Hh 
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to  d'Aubmerre^d  insinuations,  and  by  degrees  entered  into 
negotiations  with  hitn,  which,  in  the  end,  were  productive 
of  that  unnatuml  confederacy  between  -the  empress  queen 
and  king  of  Prance,  of  wliich  further  notice  will  be  takett 
in  the  occurrences  of  the  next  year,  i^rhen  the  treaty  between 
them,  into  ^hich  they  afterwards  found  means  secretly  to 
bring  the  empress  of  Russia,  was  concluded  at  Versailles* 

§  XXI.  The  king  of  England  taking  it^br  granted  that 
the  French  would  invade  Hanover,  in  consequence  of  their 
rupture  with  Great  Britain,  which  seemed  to  be  near  at 
hand,  began  to  take  measures  for  the  defence  of  that  electo* 
rate.  To  this  end,  during  his  stay  at  Hanover,  he  conclu^ 
ded,  on  the  eighteenth  of  June,  a  treaty  with  the  landgrave 
of  Hesse  Cassel,  by  which  his  ^  serene  highness  engaged  to 
hold  in  readiness,  during  four  years,  for  his  majesty's  ser* 
vice,  a  body  of  eight  thousand  men,  to  be  employed,  if 
required,  upon  the  continent,  or  in  Britain  or  Ireland ;  but 
not  on  board  the  fleet  or  beyond  the  seas :  and  also,  if  his 
Britannic  majesty  should  judge  it  necessary  or  advantageous 
forhis  service,  to  furnish  and  join  to  this  body  of  eight 
thousand  men,  within  six  months  after  they  should  be 
demanded,  four  thousand  more,  of  which  seven  hundred 
were  to  be  horse  or  dragoons,  and  each  regiment  of  infan- 
try to  have  two  fieldpieces  of  cannon/  Another  treaty 
was  begpn  with  Russia  about  the  same  time ;  but  this  did 
not  take  effect  during  his  majesty's  residence  at  Hanover : 
that  others  were  not  concluded  was  the  more  surprising;,  as 
our  subsidy  treaty  with  Saxony  had  then  expired,  and  that 
with  Bavaria  was  near  expiring,  and  as  the  securing  of 


iThe  king,  on  his  side,  promised  to  pay  to  the  landgrave  for  tliese  succours, 
eight  crowns  l^nco,  by  way  of  levy  raoney.  for  every  trooper  ot  dragoon  d«ly 
luraoLed  and  mounted,  and  thirty  crowns  banco  for  everv  foot  soldier ;  the  crown  tp 
he  reckoned  at  fifty-three  sols  of  HoUand,  or  at  foar  shtflings  and  nine-penee  diree 
aurthings  Engtiab  moBer ;  and  also  to  pay  to  bis  serene  bighneas,  for  the  ^ig^ 
thousand  men,  an  annual  subsidy  of  a  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  crowns  banco, 
during  the  foiu*  yeai*8,  to  commence  from  the  day  of  signing  the  trea^;  whioll 
(Hibsidy  was  to  be  increased  to  three  hundred  thousand  crowns  jearly,  from  tibio 
time  of  requiring  the  troop^  to  the  time  of  their  entering  into  Hntish  pay  ;  and  b 
case  of  their  being  dismissed;  the  said  subsidy  of  three  hundred  thoiuaiid  crovM 
was  tljen  to  revive  and  be  oontmued  during  tlje  residue  of  the  tenn :  but,  if  twelve 
thousand  men  were  demanded  and  furnished,  the  subsidy  was  then  to  be  inereased 
So  proportion  ;  and  in  case  the  king  of  Great  Uritain  should  at  any  time  think  tt 
to  send  back  these  troops,  before  the  expiration  cf  the  treaty,  notice  thereof  was 
to  be  given  to  his  «erene  highness  three  months  beforehand ;  One  montk'a  pav  wai 
to  be  allowed  them  for  their  reti4rD,  and  they  were  to  be  furnished  gratis  yfiitt  t!^ 
nef  essary  tninsport  vesseU.  .  ,9  ^  x 


these  two  {>riW9e9  in.  biir  iaterest  was  id;  leait  dil  nee^ftss^y 
towards  fermiag  a  suffiqi^nt  confederacy  uppnth^  continent 
for  the  defence  of  H%aover,  as  it  was  to  secure  tb^  land-* 
grave  of  Hesae  CasaeU  If  the  reason  of  their  not  being 
engaged)  aad  no  pjther  seems  so  probable,  mtsis,,  that  they' 
refused  to  renew  their  treaties  with  £ngl^nd^pofta&y  tQtims^ 
all  that  can  be  said  is,  that  they  were  guiUy  'of  .flagrant 
ingratitude,  as  they  b^d  bothre^eiyed  »  subsidy  from  this 
kingdom  for  many  ye^rs  in  time  of  peitqe,  when  tthey  neithe^ 
were  nor  could  be  of  any  service  to  the  interest  of  Great: 
Britain* - 

$  XXII.  On  the  fifteenth. of  July  an  express  arrived 
from  admiral  Bosoaweo,  with  an  account  of  his  having  takea 
the  two  French  ships  of  war  the  Alcide  and  the.Xfysi 
This  waa  certainly  oontrgry  to  the  expectation  of  the  coui$ 
df  Fraffce ;  for  bad  they,  ^^rehended  any  such  attack,  they 
would  tiot  have  ordered  Mr*  M^Namara  to  return  to  Brest 
with  the  chief  part  of  4h^irv8(|uadron;  nor  was^it»  perhaps, 
les9  ccmtrary  to  the  expectation  cf  some  of  our  own:mitxis^ 
try :  but  as. matters  had  been^^arried  so  far,  it  was  dientoQ 
late  to  retreat;  and,  therefore,  orders  were  soon  after'pven 
to  all  our  sbip9'0f  war  to  make,  reprisals  upon  the  French,  < 
by  taking  their  ships  wherever  they  should  meet  them*- .  Siif 
Edward  Uawke  sailed  from  Portsmouth  on  the  twenty-first 
of  July,  .viith«  eighteen  ships  o|  war«,  to  watch  the  return  of 
^e  French  fleets  fcdm .  Americay  which,  however,  etoaped 
himv  and:  arrived  at  Brest  on  the  third  day  of  September* 
Commodore  <  FiB^crUand  sailed  from  Spithead  for  the  West 
.Indies  on  the  thirteenth  of  August  with  four  ships  of  war, 
furnished  wi<b  orders  to  commit  hostilities,  as  well  as  to 
protect, our  trade  and  sugar  islands  from  any  insult  that  the 
French  might  offer ;  and  the  duke  de^Mirepoix,  their  am-* 
l^ssador.  at  the  court  of  London,  set  out  for  Paris  on  the 
twenty-second  of  July,  without  taking  leave. 

..  $  XXIII*  A  war  being  thus  iq  some  measure  begun^ 
his  majesty  Uioug^t  prop^r^  perhaps  for  that  reason,  to 
return,  to  his  British  dominions  sooner  than  usual;  for  he 
left  Hanover  on.  the  eighth^  of  September,  and  arrived  on 
Ae  fifteenth  at  Kensington,  where  the  treaty  of  alliance 
between  him  and  the  empress  of  Russia,  which  he  had 
begun  during  his  absence,  wasi  concluded  on  the  thirtieth  of 


ged  t^  hoM  in  1ieiidiil«««  im  Llviitt^ft^  upbfi  ite  fwibcieirs  t»f 
Ltth^^mift,  b  tMidy  <rf  troo[ii»  ctmnlcitinj^  of  fefty  thousaw^ 
])l<ia»lry^  WlH^  the  ^lie'e^^i^y  ^t-tlAery^  *f»d  iifieefi  tllidU6€»Mt 
t^vtiLrf;  aaid  Mso  oH'tire  cM^t  df  tke  tMMe  ^rbvmce,  foYtjr 
or  fifty  f^lt#)if^  imh  ihUe  tt^Xfe«&l^  ^^t^wfc ;  to  fofe  feady  to 
dUftV  ittp6n  Ch6.llri9  G4'de¥,  ki  bis  titetjetityV  teirvUe^  ih  c^ste^ 
tald  «te  fifth  ^kte,  vrMth  "vtO^  ^  ^oHyeimarkftble^  ^PiX 
the  dotkilf^ctafi  ^f  lik  BritlSiftiic  tfntfje&ty  ift  GerD^any  ^tyald 
be  iBvadeU  'iai  ttcco^nt  of  Ihl;   iol^^estft  «)t,di8put&»  whieti 
regard  his  kingdoms ;  her  Imperial  majesty  declaritig  that 
Axe  would  l<9ok  Tifion  isnth  an-iM^aftton  n^  a  tksc  of  the  alii- 
aovcb  of  the  year  (inethiiKi»»«d^6v<eitt  liMdi^^nd^littrty^two) 
and  ^hat  thb  said  doiilMnions  l4i«uld  bt  tfaereki  €o1^pri«ed  ih 
^is  resped^i  imt ttftith^r  tii^se  iroo^wor  gallfcys  were  t&bt 
pot' in' nvdtffon,  unless  ihib  &rti»iipi^c  «wtijeg«y)  or  hk  ^lKe«) 
dkvmldiie  i&otat where  latKick^d-;  bi 'whkh  ta»e- ifhis  Russian 
general  Btotdd'mttrc^ <fts^4Qi0i|>  ai^f^ei^sibk^ ^ter ^ecfaisitioiir, 
t&  maktt  a  idiTdrsiiMi  wlidi  -  thlf«y  i^ou»atid  itikitiuy  and 
ftfteeti  tbtamaHd'cavdiy^  a«d  should  efffbaVk  on  hkMrd  tb« 
gallej^s  t)ii&.iodKr  t«ti  tiioitr«aiid>kifaf<ilfry  «0  ftiiake  a  descent 
antooiKJmg^ 4d  «bc;  'es^gevic^  fof -^tlfe  nffatr.     On  rii^  other  ^d(^ 
lii<  BdnaritiiiDMajbtvyiingfa;^  t«  ipa;l^«b«%xerfiu8sikfiln»jest5^ 
ftn  knifaaUiubc^idy  df  a  lM«iti4d  lArcMMMid  ^oiiiifis  ^tie^rti^^  i 
^arr^'0aKJb5^eai'>to''be  pa4d  Itn  tdv^kie^  l«i»d4a>l]KeYet)idiii4 
fropitbe  day  <>f  ithefsx^^faftnge^iof  ti})^  rM^kialioiiSf  t?d  the  day 
tksvt  thiffse  tfoop:s  ^should  \L{^oft  ]fi0<)iiri^itk>hMMitr^h  <0^     itf 
fiuf^aj;  fiio4h'  «ti»hkh:  d^  th^'^iifi«^iii'«U»kly  to  het  Imp^ 
rial'majesty  wias  to  ibe  ^««'»bii^d|%d  fhoanatifd'f^iMids  sD^ 
btig^  tb  i9fe' f>atd  «il\r«ys  foctr'e»ot»ihs  m  advik^Ge,  uiA;il  tb* 
ttdcKps  &h6idd  reftam  ^hito  vhe  fiw$feaan  <dc(niftik>isS)  a^d  <ttfi 
tkiree  tnadiiths  >fl&0r'^th^r  ^^(ttu^%   'His-  fii^uaiitiie  ^a^t^tfy 
who  wast»:be  ktAffoeity  to  ^etati  tnet  «v^ry  'year  into  the 
said  pro V  ince  of  'i/i vbnia  4i  tlNftfinfsKaiy,  to  'sei^  ^and  examine 
the  vdmfeer  and  tondimii  'Of  the^sfliid^  troops,  liirAicr  enga- 
ged, «kfift»in  tfi{k^  int  ^UBSusOi  ^mj^sty  -sbouid  be^isittirbed 
<m  thb  AiversfCfti,  or  acvaekfed  Ivwselif^  lie  wotuld  fufufsh 
irmniediateiy  «he  au0C(^  Istlputklted  nn  ilhe  tf^eM^  ^-  «>oe 
tbcHKsdBd  eevtn  >htindl^d  &isd  fofty-'two  $  4nd  'thiA;  m  case  a 
trair  t^t&d  htcak  -oOt,  he  wcwM  send  imb  tfhe  B^c  ft 
squbdrohiof'hls'shjips^'df  qa  focte  ^ii^texo  the%m^uiAMi^ 
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etes.     This  was  the  chi^f  substance  of  the  treiatjr  tvhich,  by 
agreement  of  both  parties,  was  to  subsist  fen*  four  years 
from  tlie  exchange  of  thfe  Wftifications :  but' in  the  setrenth 
ftrtide  these  words  Were  ttnUxdcily  inserted':   **  ConskleTing 
^  elsb  the  proxknity  W  the  countries  wi^feeretn  the  diversion 
^*  in  <5[i3ie«t!On  will  ]^obtfbly  be  ftiadey  and  the  facility  bet 
troops  )^i\\  probably  have  of  subsisting  immediately  in  att 
eneitoy**  country, -she  takes  upon  herself  alone^  during 
«ucb  a  dlvei^ion,  tlie  subsistence  and  treatment  of  the 
said  tt^odps  by  sea  and  Itod/'     And  in  the  eleventh  arti<^ 
ck  it  was  stipulated,  that  fdl  the  pl>i»Kler  the  Russian  army 
should  take  fmm  the  enemy  should  belong  to  them*     That 
kis  Britannic  majesty,  who  now  knew  ehough  of  the  court 
df  Vienna  to  be  setisibk  that  he  could  expect  no  assistance 
from  thence,  in  kmse  his  German  dominions  were  invaded, 
ithouM  eAter  iifto  this  convention  with  the  empress  of  Rus* 
ftia,  in  order  to  strengthen  his  defeiice  upon  the  continent. 
Was  cfxtremely  natural ;  es^>ecially  as  he  had  lately  lixed  in 
great  ftiendship  with  her,  and  her  transactions  with  the 
court  of  France  had  been  sio  secret^  by  passing  through  only 
that  of  Vienna,  that  lie  h*d  not  yet  been  informed  of  thetoj 
neither  had  the  project  of  the  treaty  of  Versailles  then 
eome  to  teis  k*»owledge,  or  to  that  of  tbe  king  of  Prussia, 
lK)r    had   either  of  these   ptinces   yet   made   any   formal 
Advances  to  tlie  otbei*. 

$  XXIV.  The  Sr&t  intitoation  that  appeared  publicly 
^  the  negotiations  of  Prance  with  the  empress  of  Germany^ 
Was,  when  Ae  French  minister,  count  d' Aubeterre,  declared 
M  Vienna^  ^'  that  the  warlike  designs  with  which  the  king 
**  his  ^yasrte^r  was  charged,  were  sufficiently  confutM  by  his 
^  great  Widdertttian,  of  which  all  Europe  had  manifold 
**  proofs :  that  'his  majesty  was  persuaded  this  groundless 
**  charge  Ijfad  given  as  much  indignation  to  their  ImperisA 
**  tA^e0>llie4}  tis  to  bwnself ;  tbat  he  was  firmly  resolved  to 
**  preserve  'to  Christendom  that  tranquillity  which  it  enjoyefl 
**  'tht«l)ug^  iiis  good  faith,  in  religiously  observing  the  treaty 
of'-  Aix-la-Chapelle  :  but  that  if  his  Britannic  majesty's 
allies  should  take  part  in  the  war  which  wns  kindled  in 
"  America,  by  furnishing  succours  to  the  English,  his 
*  ^si|est^  wt>trkl  be  authorized  to  consider  and  treat  fhem 
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^  as  principals  in  it**^     France  likewise  made  the  same, 
(declaration  to  other  courts. 

$  XXV*  The  words  and  stipulation  in  the  above  reci- 
tbil  clause,  in  the  seventh  article  of  the  treaty  of  Great 
Britain  with  Russia,  were  looked  on  as  a  menace  levelled 
at  the  king  of  Prussia,  who,  having  some  time  found  means 
to  procure  a  copy  of  this  treaty,  and  seeing  it  in  that  Ught, 
boldly  declared,  by  his  ministers  at  all  the  courts  of 
Europe,  that  he  would  oppose,  with  his  utmost  forcc^  the 
entrance  of  any  foreign  troops  into  the  empire,  under  any 
pretence  whatever*  This  declaration  was  particularly  disr 
pleasing  to  the  French  who  had  already  marched  large 
bodies  of  troops  towards  the  frontiers  of  the  empire^  and 
erected  several  great  magazines  in  Westphalia,  with  th^ 
permission  of  the  elector  of  Cologn,  for  which  the  English 
minister  at  his  court  was,  in  August,  ordered  to  wid)draw: 
from  thence  without  taking  leave.  However,  Vis  soon  as 
this  declaration  of  the  king  of  Prussia  was  notified  to  the 
court  of  Versailles,  they  sent  an  anibassador  extraordinary^ 
the  duke  de  Nivernois,  to  Berlin,  to  try  to  persuade  his 
majesty  to  retract  his  declaration,  and  enter  into  a  new 
alliance  with  them.  His  Prussian  majesty  received  this 
ambassador  in  such  a  manner,  as  seemed  tp  denote  a  dispo- 
sition to  agree  to  every  thing  he  had  to  propose.  This 
awakened  in  England  a  jealousy  that  his  declaration  alone 
was  not  to  be  relied  on,  but  that  it  was  necessary  to  bring 
him  under  some  solemn  engagement;  especially  as  the 
French  had  by  this  time  a  numerous  army  near  the  Lower 
Rhine,  with  magazines  provided  for  their  march  all  the 
way  to  Hanover ;  and  if  the  king  of  Prussia  suffered  them 
to  pass  through  his  dominions,  that  electorate  must  be  swal^' 
lowed  up  before  the  Russian  auxiliaries  could  possibly  be 
brought  thither,  or  any  army  be  formed  for  protecting  it.* 
For  this  reason  a  negotiation  was  set  on  foot  by  Great 
Britain  at  Berlin ;  but  as  it  was  not  concluded  before  the 
beginning  of  the  next  year,  we  shall  defer  entering  into  the 
particulars  of  it,  till  we  come  to  that  period. 


a  Perhaps  the  eleetor  of  Hanorer  was  more  afiraid  of  the  PmaaiaA  nosarek 
than  of  the  most  ehristiaii  king,  knowine  with  what  ease  and  rapidit|r  ^s  enter- 
prisiug  ncighboor  ecAUd^  in  a  few  da^irs,  suodae  the  wh^e  deetmrats. 


$  XXVI.  Meanwhile  the  French  made  anotl^r  attempt 
upon  the  court  of  Madrid,  loudly  complaining  of  the  taking 
6f  their  two  men  of  war  by  Bdscawen's  squadron,  before 
any  declaration  of  war  was  made,  representing  it  as  a  most 
Unjustifiable  proceeding,  which  /threatened  a  dissolution  of 
all  faith  amongst  nations.  This  produced  a  strong  memo- 
rial from  sir  Benjamin  Keene,  our  minister  at  ttteJi  court, 
importing,  *^  That  it  was  well  known  that  the  French  fleet 
^*  carried '  troops,  ammunition,  and  «very  thing  necessary 
**  for  defending  the  countries  which  -the  French  had  un- 
^  justly  usurped  in-  America,  and  of  which  the  English 
**  claimed  the  property :  that  the  rules  of  self  defence 
"  authorize  evtty  nation  to  render  fruitless  any  attempt 
^^  that  may  tend  to  its  prejudice  :  that  this  right  had  been 
*'  made  use  of  only  in  taking  the  two  French  ships  of  war ; 
^^and  that  the  distinetion  of  place  might  be  interpreted  in 
"  favour  of  the  English,  seeing  the  two  ships  were  taken 
^^  on  the  coasts  of  the  countries  where  the  contests  arose/' 
In  answer  to  this  observation,  the  French  minister  repre-^ 
sented  the  vast  number  of  ships  that  had  been  taken  in  the 
European  seas ;  for  in  fact  the  English  ports  soon  began 
tp  be  filled  with  them  in  consequence  of  the  general  orders 
for  making  reprisals;  But  the  court  of  Madrid  was  so  far 
from  being  persuaded  by  any  thing  he<  could  say,  that  it 
gave  his  Britannic  majesty  th€  strongest  assurances  of  its 
fri«nflship,  and  of  its  intention  to  take  no  part  in  th^ 
differences  between  him  and  France,  but  such  as  should  be 
conciliatory,  and  tending:  to  restore  the  public  tranquillity. 

$  XXVII.  On  the  other  hand,  his  Britannic  majesty 
required,  as  king  of  Great  Britain,  the  auxiliaries  stipulated 
to  him  by  treaty  from  the  empress  queen.  But  these 
were  refused,  under  pretence,  that  as  the  contest  between 
him  smd  France  related  to  America  only,  it  was  not  a  case 
of  the  alliance ;  though  at  the  same  time  the  French  made 
no  scruplie  of  owning,  that  they  intended  to  make  a  powerful 
descent  on  Great  Britain  early  in  the  spring.  When,  a 
little  wlule  after,  France  being  employed  in  making  great 
preparatio&s  for  a  land  war  in  Europe,  the  king  of  En^and 
required  her  to  defend  her  own  possessions,  the  barrier  in 
ilie  Low  Countries  with  the  number  of  men  stipulated  by 
treaty^  which  countries,  acquired  by  Ea^ish  blood  and 
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EngtUbt  ti«li9ure/b«d  been  given,  to  her  0n  t^luH  express 
eondttion,.  she  decUired  that  she  could  not  apftrc  troops  for 
that  purpose,  on  account  of  her  dangerous  enemy  the  king- 
of  Prussia :  and  afterwards,  when  he  was  secured  by  hk 
treaty  with  England,  she  urged  that  as  a  reason  for  her 
alliance  with  France.  It  must  be  owned»  however,  for  the 
sake  of  historical  truth,  that  this  was  no  badireason,  consid"* 
ering  the  power,  the  genius^  and  the  character  of  that 
prince,  who  hovered  over  her  dominions  with  an  army  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  veterans.  It  must  like^ 
wise  be  owned,  that  she  undertook  to.  ppocure  the  Freiich 
king's  consent  to  a  neutrality  for  Hanov^,  which  wo^ld 
have  effectually  secured  that  electorate,  from  the  invasion 
of  every  other  power  but  Prussia  itself;  andjt  is  no  strained 
conjecture  to  suppose,  that  th^  dread  otf .  this  very  pqwer 
was  the  true  source  of  those  connexionj^  in  Germany.^ 
which  entailed  such  a  ruinous  contiiifsntal  war  upon  Great 
Britain* 

$  XXVIIL  Though,  the  English  continued. to  makt 
reprisals  upon  the  .French,  not  only  in  the  aeasbof  America, 
but  also  in  those  of  Europe,  by  taking  every  ship  they  could 
meet  with,  and  detaining  them,. their  cargoes^  and  erews^ 
yet  the  French^  whether  from  a  consciousness  of. their  want 
of  power  by  sea,  or  that  they  might  h$^e  a  mpre  plausible 
plea  to  represent  England  as  the  aggressor,  w«re  so  fajr 
from  returning  these  hostilities,,  that  their  fleet,  which 
escaped^  sir  Edward  Usiwke,  having  on  the* /thirteenth  of 
August,  taken  the  Blanlbrd  ship  of  war  with  governor 
Lyttleton  on  buard,  going  to  Carolina,  they  set  the  gover* 
nor  at  liberty,  as  soon  as  the  court  was  informed-  of  the 
ship's  being  brought  into  Nantes,  ajoid  shortly  after  released 
both  the  ship  and  crew.  However,  at  the  same  time,  their 
preparations  for  a  land  war  still  went  on  with  great  diligeace, 
and  their  uimost  arta  and  efforts  were  fruitlessly  exerted  !• 
nersuade  the  Spaoiaords  and  Dutch  to  join  with  thein  against 
Great  Britain.  . 

$  XXI3L  In.  England  the  preparations  by  sea  Isecame 
greater  thai^  ever,  several  .new  ships  of  war  were  pnt  »[i 
commission,  a^td-many  others  takeii  i»to  the  stt«ice  of  the 
^government :  the  exportation  of  guapowder  was  forbid :,  the 
{xKinties  to  seai»fia  w^eicimtipucd,  aad  tb^  i\umber  of  ^m^ 


that  either  entered  voluntarily,  or  w^re  pressed,  Inereated 
daily,  as  did  also  the  captures  from  the  Freneh,'  anioog 
which  was  th^  Esperance,  of  seventy  guns,  taken  as  ske 

-  was  going  from  Rochefort  to  Brest  to  be  mainied*  The 
land  forces  of  Great  Britain  were  likewise  ordered  to  be 
augmented^  several  new  regimenu  were  raised,  and  tdl' 
halfpay  officers,  and  the  out  pensioners  belonging  to  Chelsea  . 
hospital,  were  directed  to  send  in  their  names,  ages,  and 
time  of  servrce,  in  order  that  such  of  t^m  as  were  yet  aUe 
to  serve  might  be  employed  again  if  wanted*  1^  English 
navy,  so  early  as  in  the  n^oiKth  of  September  of  this  year, 
consisted  of  one  ship  of  a  hundred  and  ten  guns,  fivc^  of  a 

'  lihndred  guns  each,  thirteen  of  ninety^  eight  of  eighty,  five 
of  seventy-four,  twenty-nine  of  seventy,  four  of  rixty-siXi 
.one.of  sixty-four,  thirty-three  of  sixty,  three  6f  fifty-foory 
twenty-eight  of  fifty,  four  of  forty-four,  thirty-five  of  for^, 
and  foiiy-two  of  twenty,  four  sloops  of  war,  of  cighteed 
guns  each,  two  of  sixteen,  eleven  of  fourteen,  thirteen  of 
twelve,  and  one  of  teii,  besides  a  great  number  of  bomb- 
ketches,  fireships,  and  tenders ;  a  force  sufficient  to  oppoee 
the  united  maritime  strength  of  all  the  powers  in  Europe.; 
whilst  that  of  the  French,  even  at  the  end  of  this  year,  and 
including  the  ships  then  upon  the  stdcks,^  amounted  to  no 
more  than  six  ships  of  eighty  gunSy  twenty-one  of  seventy- 
four,  one  of  seventy-two,  four  of  seventy,  thirty-one  of 
sixty-four,  two  of  sixty,  six  of  fifty,  and  thirty-two  frigates* 
$  XXX.  Such  was  the  situaticm  of  the  two  kingdoms, 
when,  on  the  thirteenth  of  November,  ^the  paiiiament  nse^ 
and  his  majesty  opened  the  session  with  a  Speech  from  thd 
throne,  in  which  be  acqtsainted  them-- ^^  That  the  most 
^^  proper  measures  had  been  taken  to  protect  oor  posses*^ 
^^  sions  in  America,  and  to  regain  such  parts  thereof  as  had 
^^  been  encroached  upon,  or  invaded  9  that  to  preserve  bit 
*^  peo{de  froin  the  calamities  of  war,  as  well  as^  to  prevent  m 
^^  genial  war  froni  being  lighted  up  in  Europe,  be  had 
^^  b^oi  always  ready  to  accept  reasonable  and  ho^K^urable 
"  terms  of  accommodation,  but  that  none  snch  had  been 
^^  proposed  by  Fra»ce  r  that  he  had  also  confiined  his  views 
^*  and  operations  to  hmder  France  fiV>m  making  new 
^^encroachments,  or  supporting  thoise  already  mmlei  to 
^^  exeit  hi*  people^s  right  to  a  satisfaction  f^r  hostilities 
Vol.  III.  I  i 
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^^  committed  in  time  of  profound  peace,  and  to  disappoint , 
**  such  designs^  as,  from  various  appearances  and  prepara- 
"  tions,  there  was  reason  to  think  had  been  formed  against 
^^  hi»  kingdoms  and  dominions :  that  the  king  of  Spain 
"  earnestly  wished  the  preservation  of  the  public  tranquillity, 
^  and  had  given  assurances  of  his  intention  to  continue  in 
^^  the  same  pacific  seniiments :  that  he  himself  had  gready 
'^  increased  his  naval  armaments,  and  augmented  his  land 
*'  forces  in  such  a  manner  as  might  be  least  burdensome ; 
**  and,  finally,  that  he  had  concluded  a  treaty  with  the 
'^  empress  of  Russia,  and  another  with  the  landgrave  of 
'^  Hesse  Cassel,  which  should  be  laid  before  them." 

§  XXXI.  In  answer  to  this  speech,  both  houses  voted 
moat  loyal  addresses,  but  not  without  a  warm  opposition, 
in  each,  to  some  of  the  particular  expressions;  for  it  having 
be^n  proposed  in  the  house  of  lords  to  insert  in  their  ad-^ 
dress  the  words  following,  viz.  "  That  they  looked  upon 
themselves  as  obliged,  by  the  strongest  ties  of  duty, 
gratitude,  and  honour,  to  stand  by  and  support  his 
^^  majesty  in  all  such  wise  and  necessary  measures  and 
^^  engagements  as  his  majesty  might  hava  taken  in  vindica* 
**  tion  of  the  rights  of  his  crown,  or  to  defeat  any  attempts 
*'^  which  might  be  made  by  France,  in  resentment  for  such 
*^  measures,  and  to  assist  his  majesty  in  disappointing  or 
*^  repelling  all  such  enterpises  as  might  be  formed,  not  only 
^^again&t  his  kingdoms,  but  also  against  any  other  of  his 
'*  dominions  (though  not  belonging  to  the  crown  of  Great 
^^  Britain)  in  case  they  should  be  attacked  on  account  of 
'^  the  part  which  his  majesty  had  taken  fot  maintaining  the 
"  essential  interests  of  his  kingdoms ;"  the  inserting  of 
these  words  in  their  address  was  opposed  by  earl  Temple, 
and  several  other  lords  ; '  because,  by  the  first  part  of  them, 
they  engaged  to  approve  of  the  treaties  with  Russia  and 
Hesse.-  Cassel,  neither  of  which  they  had  ever  seen  ;  nor 
dcmld  it  be  uipposed  that  either  of  them  could  be  of  any 
advantage  to  this  nation ;  and  by  the  second  part  of  these 
words > it. seemed  to  be  resolved,  to  engage  this  nation  in  a 
continental  connexion  for  the  defence  of  Hanover,  which 
it  was  impossible  for  £ngland  to  support,  and  which  would 
be  so.  far  from  being  of  any  advantage  to  it  at  sea,  or  in 
America,  tKat  it  might  at  last  disable  the  nation  from  de*^ 
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fending  ttself  in  either  of  those  parts  of  the  world.  But 
upon  putting  the  question,  the  inserting  of  these  words  was 
agreed  to  by  a  great  majority,  and  accordingly  they  stand 
as  part  of  the  address  of  the  house  upon  that  occasion. 

$  XXXII.     To  this  remarkable  kddress  his  majesty 
returned  the  following  as  remarkable  answer  :  ^^  My  lords, 
"  I.  give  you  my  hearty  thanks  for  this  dutiful  and  aiFec* 
^^  tionate   address.     I  see,  with  the  greatest  satisfaction, 
^^  the  zeal  you  express  for  my  person  and  government,  and 
^^  for  the  true  interest  of  your  country,  which  I  am  deter* 
^^  mined  to  adhere  to.     The  assurances  which  you  give  me 
"  for  the  defence  of  my  territories  abroad,  are  a  strong 
**  proof  of  your  affection  for  me,  and  regard  for  my  honour* 
*^  Nothing  shall  divert 'me  from  pursuing  those  measures 
^^  which  will  effectually  maintain  the  possessions  and  rights 
*^  of  my  kingdoms,  and  procfure  reasonable  and  honourable 
^^  terms  of  accommodation." — The  address  of  the  house  of 
commons  breathed  the  same  spirit  of  zeal  and  gratitude, 
and  was  fnll  of  the  warmest  assurances  of  a  ready  support 
of  his  majesty,  and  of  his  foreign  dominions,  if  attacked  in 
resentment  of  his  maintaining  the  rights  of  his  crown  and 
kingdom  ;  and  his  majesty's  answer  to  it  was  to  the  same 
effect  as  that  to  the  house  of  lords.     The  same,  or  nearly 
the  same  words,  relating  to  the  treaties  concluded  by  his 
majesty,  and  to  the  defence  of  his  foreign  dominions,  were 
proposed  to  be  inserted  in  this  address,  which  was  opposed 
by  William  Pitt,  esq.  then  paymaster  of    his  majesty's 
forces ;  the  right  hon.  Henry  Legge,  esq»  then  chancellor 
-  and  under  treasurer  of  his  majesty's  exchequer,  and  one  of 
the  commissioners  of  the  treasury;  and  by  several  other ^ 
gentlemen  in  high  posts  under  the  government,  as  well  as 
by  many  others ;  but,  upon  putting  the  question,  it  was  by 
a  considerable  majority  agreed  to  insert  the  words  objected 
to ;  and  very  soon  after,  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Legge,  and  most, 
if  not  all,  of  the  gentlemen  who  had  appeared  in  the  oppo- 
sition, were  dismissed  from  their  employments.     In  the 
mean  time  a  draft  came  over  from  Russia  for  part  of  the 
new  subsidy  stipulated  to  that  crown;  but  some  of ^ the 
ministry,  who  were  then  at  the  head  of  the  finances,  refused 
to  pay  it,  at  .least  before  the  treaty  should  be  approved  of 
■fay  parliament. 
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$  XXXIII*    Sir  ThomoB  Rbbinton  had  not  been  long 
in  possession  of  the  office  of  secretary  of  state,  before  it 
.^as  generally  p^rceiv^d^'that,  though  an  honest,  well  mean- 
lag  man,  and  a  favourite  with  the  king,  his  abilities  were 
not  equal  to  the  functions  of  that  post.    Much  less  were 
diey  so  at  this  juncture,  when  the  nation  was  on  the  point 
of  being  engaged  in   a  difficult  and  expensive  war,  and 
plunged  into  foreign  measures  and  connexions,  which  would 
require  the  utmost  »kill  of  an  able  politician  to  render  them 
palatable  to  the  people.     Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Fox,  though 
they  scarce  ever  agreed  in  any  other  particular,  had  gene- 
rally united  in  opposing  his  measures,  and  their  superior 
influence  in  the   house   of  commons,  and  universally  ac- 
knowledged  abilities,  though  of  very  different  kinds,  had 
%ilways  prevailed,  uncommon  as  it  vras,  to  see  two  persons 
who  held  considerable  places  under  the  government,  one  of 
{hem  being  paymaster  general,  and  the  other  secretary  at 
war,  oppose,  upon  all  most  every  occasion,  a  secretary  of 
state  who  was  supposed  to  know  and  speak  tne  sentiments 
of  his  master.     Sir  Thomas  himself  soon  grew  sensible  of 
his  want  of  sufficient  weight  in  the  senate  of  the  nation  i 
and  therefore,   of  his  own  accord,  on  the  tenth  of  Novem^ 
ber,  wisely  and  dutifully  resigned  the  seals  of  his  office  to 
his  majesty,    who  delivered  them  to  Mu  Fox,  and  ap- 
pointed Sir  Thomas  master  of  the  wardrobe,  with  a  pension 
to  him  jdnring  his   life,  and  after  his  death  to   his  sons, 
lord  Harrington  succeeded  Mr.  Fox  as  secretary  at  war ; 
and   soon  after  sir  George  Lyttleton  was  made  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer,  and  a  lord  of  the  treasury,  in  the  room 
of  Mr.  Legge,  who  had  declared  himself  against  the  new 
continental  system.  However,  notwithstanding  these  changes 
in  the  ministry,  very  warm  debates  arose  in  both  ho'usea, 
when  the  treaties  of  Russia  and  Hesse  Cassel  came  to  be 
considered  by  them  :  spme  of  the  members  were  fot*  refer' 
ring  them  to  a  committee  :  but  this  motion  was  overruled^ 
in  consideration  of  his  majesty's  having  engaged  in  them  to 
guard  against  a  storm  that  seemed  ready  to  break  upon  fan 
electoral  dominions,  merely  oifi  account  of  our  quarrel  with 
the  French.     They  were  at  length  approved  of  by  a  ma- 
jority of  three  hn«dhred  and  ei^^hteen  against  one  hundred 
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and  twenty^aix,  in,  the  house  of  commons  ;  and  by  eighty^ 
four  against  eleven,  in  the  house  of  lords. 

§  XXXIV.  The  house  of  commons  then  proceeded  to 
provide  for  the  service  of  £he  ensuing  year,  and  for  the  de- 
ficiences  of  the  provisions. for  the  former.  Fifty  thousand 
stamen,  including  nine  thousand  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight  marines,  .\Vere  voted,  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  Novem- 
ber, for  the  service  of  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  (ifty-six,  together  with  two  millions  six  hundred  thou- 
;8and  pounds  for  their  maintenance,  and  thirty-four  thousand 
two  hundred  and  sixtv-three  land  soldiers,  with  nine  hun- 
dred  and  thirty  thousand  six  hundred  and  three  pounds,  six 
shillings,  and  nine-pence,  for  their  support.  A,  hundred 
thousand  pounds  were  voted  as  a  subsidy  to  the  empress  of 
Russia  ;  fifty-four  thousand  one  liundred  and  forty  pounds,  , 
twelve  shillings,  and  six-pence,  to  the  landgrave  of  Hess^ 
Cassel ;  and  ten  thousand  pounds  to  the  elector  of  Bavaria. 
$  XXXV.  During  these  transactions,  the  public  was 
overwhelmed  with  consternation,  by  the  tidings  of  a  dread- 
ful earthquake,  which,  on  the  first  of  November,  shook  all 
Spain  and  Portugal,  and  many  other  places  in  Europe,  and 
laid  the  qity  of  l.isbon  in  ruins.  When  the  news  of  this  . 
great  calamity  first  reached  England,  it  was  feared  the  con- 
sequences of  it  might 'affect  our  public  credit,  cotisidering 
the  vast  interest  which  the  English  merchants  \i2kd  in  the 
Portuguese  trade ;  but  fortunately,  it  afterwards  proved 
inconsiderable,  in  comparison  of  what  had  been  apprehend* 
ed :  the  quarter  in  which  the  English  chiefly  lived,  and- 
where  th^y  had  their  warehouses,  having  suffered  the  least 
of  any  part  of  the  city ;.  and  most  of  the  English  merchants 
then  residing  there,  together  with  their  families,  being  at 
their  countryhouses  to  avoid  the  insults  to  whidi  they  might 
have  been  exposed  from  the  Portuguese  populace,  during 
Ae  celebration  of  their  auto-da^fe^  which  was  kept  that  very 
day*  The  two  first  shocks  of  this  dreadful  visitation  con- 
tinued near  a  quarter  of  an  hoar,  after  which  the  water  of 
the  river  Tagus  rose  perpendicularly  above  twenty  feet, 
and  subsided  to  its  natural  bed  in  less  than  a  minute* 
Great  numbers  of  honses,  of  which  this  city  theo  confin- 
ed about  thii1:y-8ix  thousand,  extending  in  length  near  six 
aiiiea,  m  form  of  a  crescent,  on  the  ascent  of  a  hill,  upon 
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the  nonh  shore  of  the  mouth  of  the  river  Tagus,  within 
nine  miles  from  the  ocean,  were  thrown  down  by  the 
repeated  commotions  of  the  earth,  together  with  several 
magnificent  churches,  monasteries,  and  public  buildings* 
But,  what  entirely  completed  the  ruin  of  this  then  most 
opulent  capital  of  the  Portuguese  dominions,  was  a  devour- 
ing conflagration,  partly  fortuitous  or  natural,  but  chiefly 
occasioned  by  a  set  of  impious  villains,  who,  unawed  by 
the  tremendous  scene  at  that  very  instant  passing  before 
their  eyes,  with  a  wickedness  scarcely  to  be  credited,  set 
fire  even  to  the  falling  edifices  in  different  parts  of  the  city, 
to  increase  the  general  confusion,  that  they  might  have  the 
better  opportunity  to  rob  and  plunder  their  already  deso- 
lated fellow  citizens.  Out, of  three  huiidred  and  i&fty  thou* 
sand  inhabitants,  which  Lisbon  was  then  supposed  to  con- 
tain, about  ten  thousand  perished  by  this  calamity ;  and 
the  survivors,  deprived  of  their  habitations,  and  destitute 
even  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  were  forced  to  seek  for 
shelter  in  the  optrn  fields. 

^  XXXVI.  As  soon  as  his  majesty  received  an 
account  of  this  deplorable  event,  from  his  ambassador  at 
the  court  of  Madrid,  he  sent  a  message  to  both  houses  of 
parliament,  on  the  twenty«eighth  of  November,  acquainting 
them  therewith,  and  desiring  their  concurrence  and  assis- 
tance towards  speedily  relieving  the  unhappy  sufferers ;  and 
the  parliament  thereupon,  to  the  honour  of  British  human- 
ity, unanimously  voted,  on  the  eighth  of  December,  a  gift 
of  a  hundred  thousand  pounds  for  the  distressed  people  of 
Portugal.  A  circumstance  which  enhances  the  merit  of 
this  action  is,  that  though  the  English  themselves  were,  at 
that  very  time,  in  great  want  of  grain,  a  considerable  part 
of  the  sum  was  sent  in  corn,  flour,  rice,  and  a  large  quan- 
tity of  beef  from  Ireland :  supplies  which  came  very  sea- 
sonably for  the  poor  Portuguese,  who  were  in  actual  want 
of  the  necessaries  of  life.  Their  king  was  so  aflPected  by 
this  instance  of  British  generosity,  that,  to  show  his  grati- 
tude for  the  timely  relief,  he  ordered  Mr.  Castres,  the  Bri- 
tish resident  at  his  court,  to  give  the  preference,  in  the  dis- 
tribution of  these  supplies,  to  the  British  subjects  who  had 
suffered  by  the  cearthquajce,  accordingly,  about  a  thirtieth 
part  of  the  provisions,  and  two  thousand  poimds  in  money, 
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Were  set  apart  for  that  parpose ;  and  his  Portugirese  ma- 
jesty returned  his  thanks,  in  very  warm  terms,  to  the  Bri- 
tish crown  and  nation. 

$  XXXVII.  The  report  of  an  intended  invasion  of 
these  kingdoms^  by  the  French  increasing^  daily,  on  the 
twenty-second  day  of  January  lord  Harrington  as  secretary 
at  war,  laid  before  the  house  an  estimate  for  defraying  the 
charge  often  new  regiments  of  foot,  over  and'  above  the 
thirty-four  thousand  two  hundred  and  sixty-three  land  sol- 
diers before  ordered  to  be  raised;  and  a  sum  of  ninety- 
one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  nineteen  pounds,  ten  shil- 
lings, was  voted  for  these  additional  forces :  upon  another 
estimate  presented  a  litde  after  by  the  same  lord,  and- 
founded  upon  the  same  reasons,  for  raising,  for  the  further 
defence  of  the' kingdom,  eleven  troops  of  light  dragoons, 
forty-nine  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty-eight  pounds, 
-eleven  shillings,  and  three-pence,  were  voted  for  the  ensu- 
ing year :  together  with  eighty-one  thousand  one  hundred 
and  seventy-eight  pounds,  sixteen  shillings  for  a  regiment 
of  foot  to  be  raised  in  North  America ;  two  hundred  and 
ninety-eight  thousand  five  hundred  and  thirty-four  pounds, 
seventeen  shillings,  and  ten-pence  halfpenny,  for  the 
maintenance  of  our  forces  already  established  in  our 
American  colonies;  and  seventy-nine  thousand  nine  hjah- 
dred  and  fifteen  pounds,  six  shillings,  for  six  regiments  of 
foot  from  Ireland,  to  serve  in  .North  America  and  the  East 
Indies.  Besides  all  these  supplies,  Mr.  Fox,  on  the  twenty- 
eighth  of  January,  presented  to  the  house  a  message  from 
the  king,  desiring  them  to  take  into  consideration  the  f^nth- 
ful  services  of  the  people  of  New  England,  and  of  some 
otherparts  of  North  America ;  upoi^  which  one  hundred  and 
fifteen  thousand  pounds  more  were  voted,  and  five  thou- 
sand pounds  as  a  rewsu^d  to  sir  William  Johnson  in  particii- 
lar.~  In  short,  including  several  other  sums,  as  well  for 
defraying  the  expense  of  the  army  and  navy,  as  for  a 
subsidy  of  twenty  thousand  pounds,  to  the  king  of  Prussia, 
aqd  one  hundred  and  twenty-^one  thousand  four  hundred 
and  forty-seven  pounds,  two  shillings  and  six-"  pence,  for 
Hanoverian  troops,  of  which  two. last  articles  further  notice 
will  be  taketi  hereafter,  the  whole  of  the  supplies  granted 
by  parliament  in  this  session  amounted  to  seven  millions 
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two  hondred  and  twen^-nine  thousand  one  bondred  and 
sereoteen  poonds,  four  sbiUings  and  six-pence  three  far- 
things* For  raising  this  sum  besides  the  malt  tax,  and  die 
land  tax  of  four  shillings  in  the  pound,  the  whole  produce 
of  the  sinking  fund,  from  the  fifth  of  Januaiy  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  fifty-six,  till  it  should  amonntto  one 
million  five  hundred  and  fifty-five  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  fifty-five  pounds,  eleven  shillings,  and  eleven-pence 
halfpenny  was  ordered  to  be  applied  thereunto ;  together 
with  a  million  lo  be  raised  by  loans  or  exchequer  bills,  at 
three  per  cent*  interest:  one  million*  ^ve  hundred  thou- 
sand pounds  to  be  raised  by  the  sale  of  redeemable  annui- 
ties at  three  and  a  half  per  cent,  and  five  hundred  thousand 
pounds  to  be  raised  by  a  lottery,  at  three  per  cent.  AH 
which  sums,  with  eighty-three  thousand  four  hundred  and 
twelve  pounds,  two  shillings  and  five-pence  halfpenny, 
then  remaining  in  the  Exchequer,  amounted  to  seven  rail-> 
lions  four  hundred  and  twenty-seven  thousand  two  hundred 
and  sixty-one  pounds,  five  shillings  and  seven-pence. 

$  XXXVI f  I.  The  clause  inserted  in  the  mutiny  bill 
last  year,  subjecting  all  officers  and  soldiers  raised  in 
America,  by  authority  of  the  respective  governors  or 
governments  there,  to  the  same  rules,  and  articles  of  war, 
and  the  same  penalties  and  punishments,  as  the  British 
forces  were  liable  to ;  the  act  passed  at  the  same  time  for 
regulating  the  marine  fprces,  while  on  shore,  and  that  for 
the  more  speedy  and  effectual  manning  of  his  majesty's 
navy,  were  not  only  confirmed  now;  but  it  was  further 
enacted,  with  respect  to  this  last,  a6  well  as  for  the  more 
speedy  and  effectual  recruiting  of  his  majesty's  land  forces, 
that  (he  commissioners  appointed  by  the  present  acty  sihould 
be  empowered  to  raise  and  levy  within  their  respective 
jurisdictions,  such  aUlebodied  men  as  did  not  follow  any 
lawful  calling  or  employment :  or  had  not  some  other  law- 
ful and  sufficient  support ;  and  might  order,  wherever  and 
^4tenever  they  pleased,  a  general  search  to  be  made  tor 
such  persons,  in  order  to  their  beJng  brought  before  them 
to  be  examined ;  nay,  that  the  parish  or  town  officers 
might,  without  any  such  order,  seJarch  for  and  secure  such 
persons,  in  order  to  convey  them  before  the  said  commis- 
sioners to  be  examined ;  that  if  any  three  commissfoners 
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should  find  aay  persen^  so  brought  before  them,  to  be  within 
the  above  description,  and  if  the  recruittilg  officer  aUendiog 
should  judge  him  to  be  a  man  fit  for  his  majesty's  service, 
they  should  cause  him  to  be  delivered  to  such  officer,  who 
might  secure  him  in  any  place  of  satfety  provided  by  the 
justiees  of  peace  for  that  purpose,  or  even  in  any  public 
prison ;  and  that  every  such  man  w<is  fro^  that  time  ^o 
be  deemed  a  listed  soldier,  and  not  to  be  taken  out  of  his 
majesty's  service  by  any  process,  other  than  for  some  crimin- 
fil  matter*  Nothing  could  more  plainly  show  cither  the 
zeal  of  the  parliament  for  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the 
wa^,  or  their  confidence  in  the  justice  and  moderation  of 
our  ministry,  than  their  agreeing  to  this  act,  which  was  te 
continue  in  force  till  the  end  <rf  the  next  session:  and 
which,  in  the  hands  of  a  wicked  and  enterprising  adminis- 
tration, might  have  been  made  such  an  use  of,  as  would 
)iave  been  inconsistent  with  that  security  which  is  provided 
by  our  happy  constitution  for  the  liberty  of  the  subject. 

.  $  XXXIX.  The  next  object  of  the  immediate  attention 
of  pariiament  in  this  session  was  the  raising  of  a  new 
regim€nt  Of  foot  in  North  America;  for  which  purpose 
the  sum  of  eighty-one  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
^ignt  pounds,  sixteen  ^  schillings,  to  which  the  estimate 
thereof  amounted,  was  voted.  This  regiment,  which  was 
to  consist  of  four  battalions  of  a  thousand  men  each,  was 
intended  to  b^  raised  chiefly  out  of  the  Germans  and  Swiss, 
who,  foi*  many  years  past,  had  annually  transported  them- 
selves in  great  numbers  to  the  British  plantations  in  Anierica, 
where  waste  lands  had  been  assigned  them  upon  the  frOnr 
tiers  of  the^  provinces ;  but,  very  injudiciously,  no  care  had 
been  taken  to  intermix  them  with  the  English  inhabitants  of 
the  place.  To  this  circumstance  it  is  owing,  that  they  have 
continued  to  correspond  and  converse  only  with  one 
another ;  so  that  very  few  of  them,  even  of  those  who  have 
been  ,  bom  there,  have  yet  learned  to  speak  or  understand 
the  English  tongue.  However,  as  they  were  all  zealous 
protestants,  and  in  general  strong  hsxtdf  men,  and  accus- 
tomed to  the  climate,  it  was  judged  that  a  regiment  of  good 
and  faithful  soldiers  might  be  raised  out  of  them,  particu- 
larly proper  to  oppose  the  French :  but  to  this  end  ft  wj^s 
Vol.  III.  K  k 
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nttwiny  to  wffoint  some  oficert^  ciptciattf  sabaltcyiis, 
who  uAdevitood  military  cUseipUiie,  and  coilid  speak  die 
Oerman  laaguage;  and  Hi  a  sufiicieiit  iraniber  of  audi 
could  not  be  found  among  the  English  oftctra,  it  wai 
na^eseaiy  to  bring  over  and  grant  conumssioaa  to  seycnd 
German  and  Swiss,  officers  and  engineers ;  bat  thia  step,  by 
Ae  act  of  settlem^mt,  could  not  be  taken  without  die  author^ 
hy  of  parliament,  ka  act  was  now  passed  for  enabling  his 
majesty  to  grant  commissions  to  a  certain  number  of  foreign 
protestants,  who  had  served  abroad  as  officers  or  engineers, 
to  act  and  rank  as  officers  or  engineers  in  America  only. 
An  act  was  likewise  passed  in  this  session  strictly  forbidding, 
ftnder  pain  of  deatb,  any  of  his  atajesty's  subjects  to  aenrm 
as  offices  under  the  French  king,  or  to  enlist  as  %<Admru  in 
his  service,  without  his  majesty's  previous  license  $  and 
Idso  for  obliging^  such  of  his  majesty's  subjects  as  shootd, 
in  time  to  come,  accept  of  commissions  in  the  Scotch 
brigade  in  the  Dutch  service,  to  take  the  oaths  of  allegimica 
and  abjuration,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  five  hundred  pounds* 

$  XL*  As  it  had' been  resolved,  in  the  beginning  of  tha 
preceding  suminer,  to  build  vessels  of  force  upon  die  lake 
Ontario^  an  act  was  now  passed  for  extending  the  marituiM 
laws  of  En^and,  relating  to  the  government  of  his  maje^^j 
ship9  and  forces  by  sea,  to  such  ofitcers,  seamen,  and  others^ 
M  §hould  serve  on  board  his  majesty's  ships  or  vess^ 
employed  upon  the  lakes,  great  waters,  ois  rivers  in  North 
America ;  and  also,  but  not  without  opposition  to  thib^  last, 
for  the  better  recruiting  of  his  majesty's,  forces  •  upon  the 
continent  of  America :  to  which  end,  by  a  new  clause  now 
idded  10  a  former  act,  a  recruiting  officer  was  empowered 
to  enlist  3|nd  detain  an  indented  servant,  even  though  hia 
masfei^  shonld  reclaim  him,  upon  paying  to  the  master  such 
%  sun)  as  two  justices  of  peace  winhin  the  precinct  should 
adjudge  to  bc>  4J.  reasonable  e(|uivaIeBt  for  the  origtna) 
pUTpbase  money  and  the  remaiaing  time  such  servant  might 
liftve  to  stsrve, 

§  XLlf  The  intestine  brojls^  qf  Ireland  were  happily 
«pmp<^.ed  this  year,  by  the  prudent  n[ianagement  of  the 
W«irqui§  of  Hartington,  lord  liet^enant  of  that  kingdoQi* 
%  h}9^oady  and  disinterested  conduct,  his  candour  and. 
hUTW^ity,  thf?  Irish  yfPT^  wrtnly  brpught  tQ.m^cti  better 
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Vtmper^  tveo  wioug  jdmrnMbret^^  4iiW  thi^  ^9^^  ^fpr< 
thfiir  Ial«r  outrtseous  riots  wb4  4wSiPSQa»  di«iEWii8iQi>«  ^f 
pmfd^  .bat  tko  t»r^a(i&d  iipo9  la  ^^iM^soe  m  ^  ^i^^ 
amra  of  Emf^dt  vithout  Urn .  }»•(  bpkig  ol^ig^  tf>  gw^^ 
up  uny  Qii»  p^iat  of  her  mfenmty*    The  le^pg  n^n  in 

the  pMAUmeot  of  Ireiamd  wer«  <tl^  Avft  t^^t  cmfpri^c^  ? 
and  thoog^  the  foment  ^oiHiniMd  v«ry  Ugh  £9^  iiQ^iis  ti^M^ 
9&$r^  jtmong  tbe  middJang  fu^  lower  r^^s  c>f  people,  jit 
was  at  length*  eiilirfAy  Jitt^yed  by  ijm  wi^dQV^  ^f  th^  iord* 
tteolimaBl%  and  4h|.  ^KO^letii  Uw»  ^ich  h^.  ^ei^^Quriiged 
i|fid  {)«9sed  for  tbe  beiiefit  of  th9(  mfi^t^^  Tbe  F  r  ipiik^ 
of  Jfselaiid^  vho  bad  b^m  very  ba$y  in  fprnf n|;i9g  msM^y  ^ 
Ae  JjM  di0turba««e^,  waa,  by  bia  /myefttyV  cowm^df 
atrack  off  ibe  lt»t  of  privy  coyjiaeUora :  raad  the  gr^;»te^ 
jtfiit  of  >ib(Me  patriote,  whom  ia^tioa  bad  turaed  put  of  tb^ir 
«mploy4»tni9  th«Be,  were  rekisf^t^d  wM^  hfuHHin 

$  XLU.  The  parliaiMnt  of  Ei^lapd,  vhi<»h  ba4  a4' 
joncaed  oo  the  twenity-thijrd  of  December,  net;  agaia:  tba 
boose  of  oofniMoa  on  the  thbteei^th  of  J^imiiary,  and  Ae 
kmia  on  the  nineteenth**  On  the  sii^teeoth  of  the  «une 
montkj  the  treaity  bei^vreen  hie  Britgnnie  mt^sty  and  the. 
kins  of  Prusaia  wna  signed^  toipoiting,  tbat^  for  the  defenen 
of  their  common  couatry,  Gemiany,  andinoider  to  pre^ 
afiwe  Imr  peaee  and  tranquiUity,  ^bieb  it  w ae  feared  wa^ 
Ipi  danger  oif  being  disturbed,  t)o  acoognt  of  the  disputes  in 
Amerieat  ^  tsro  kings,  fi^r  tbait  end  only^  entered  into  n 
convenlfiaa  ftf  nefntraUty,  by  which  j^hey  reciprocally  bpuod 
tiaemadivee  noit  tn differ  foDejgn  troops  of  any  n^ion  what- 
aocveor  to  enter  into  Germaay,  or  pass  throngh  it  du^ing^ 
the  troubles  aforesaid,  and  the  cpn»eiqn4QiQes  th^t  Dai^ 
nsamh  irom  them ;  bu/t  tto  opffciae  the  same  with  Iheir.  utmost 
migbl;,  in  ondnr  Ao  aeenre  Gernmny  fr'Om  the:  qtdamiitiea  of 
war,  mfttntein  her  £«ndamentel  lava  itad  ccmstitntions,  and 
proeerve  btr  pe^ee  nninterruf^ed*    Thij^,  thf  jlnie  tr^ety 

X  Amonf  other  ohjef t9  of  thie  ^tlentkm  of  tbe  lesiqlaturQ  of  that  eoiinfay,  teq 
thousand  poands  were  ^nted  tot  making  thr  river  Nore  navigable  frbm  me  ttty 
^MM^§tmyt¥'tkfiti^n^  iwievlllgii ;  twenty  ihovmmd  imHiM«  toivar4«  oavrpqy 
fin  an  iidand  navigation  from  ttie  city  qf  Dublin  tp  the  river  Shannon ;  four  thou- 
«Md  iMMiid*  fbi»  «nal3Ag  the  rivw  Newty  navigahle ;  a  th(Mnan4  <x>ocrod»  a  j9$rU§ 
^AJ^mh  ^i*  t^e  «0fi0U(;fiMmeat  of  f^p^lish  protentant  achoolf ;  several  svns,  to 
he  flistnimted  m  pteroiumS,  w  ihe  encouragement  of  the  earahrio,  hempen,  «tid 
ttflto  aUAvCKtsre^ ;  10#  thfrvAi&ividred.thmisao^  fmaa^  to  hi^  mnettys,  tf>warjl9 
•uj>p^ii»s;  the  Mvoral  branches  of  the  estMhliahment,  and  for  devaymg  the 
ex$«fi9tcif^t^veniiB«fitfortwttfcft!n«  ^  A».  17%6. 
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with  Rotsia  was  virtually  renounced*  TheiV  rosy^esties^ 
moreover,  seized  this  favourable  opportunity  to  adjust  the 
dtffereiices  that  had  subsisted  between  them,  in  relation  to 
the  remsdnder  of  the  Silesia  loan  due  to  the  subjects  of  his 
Britannic  majesty,  and  the  indemnification  claimed  by  the 
subjects  of  his  Prussian  majesty  for  their  losses  by  sea- 
during  the  late  war ;  so  that  the  attachment  laid  on  the: 
said  debt  was  agreed  to  be  taken  off,  as  soon  as  the 
ratification  of  this  treaty  should  be  exchanged. 

$  XLIIL  On  the  twenty-first  of  January  the  house 
took  into  consideration  the  laws  then  in  being  relating 
to  the  militia  of  this  kingdom;  and,  finding  them  insuffi* 
cient,  ordered  a  new  bill  to  be  prepared,  and  brought 
in^  for  the  better  regulating  of  the  militia  forces  in  the 
several  counties  of  England*  A  bill  was  accordingly 
prepared  to  that  effect,  and  presented  to  the  house  on 
the  twelfth  of  March  by  the  hon*  Charles  Townshend^ 
6sq.  who,  to  his  honour,  was  one  of  the  chief  promtf* 
,  ters  of  it.  After  receiving  many  amendments  in*  the 
house  of  commons,  it  was  on  the  tenth  of  May  passed, 
^nd  sent  to  the  lords  :  but  several  objections  being  made 
to  it  by  some  of  the  peers,  and  it  seeming  to  them  that 
some  further  amendments  were  still  necessary,  which 
they  thought  they  could  not  in  that  session  spare  time 
to  consider  ^o  maturely  as  the  importance  of  the  subject 
required,  a  negative  of  fifty-nine  against  twenty-three 
was  put  upon  the  motion  for  passing  the  bill ;  though  every 
one  must  have  been  sensible,  not  only  of  the  propriety,  but 
even  of  the  absolute  necessity  of  such  a  law,  which  was* 
ardently  desired  by  the  whole  nation. 

^  XLIV.  On  the  twenty-9eventh  of  May  his  majesty 
went  to  the  house  of  peers,  and,  after  having  given  the 
royal  assent  to  the  bills  thelk  depending,  thanked  hi$ 
pilrliament,  in  a 'speech  from  the  throne,  for  their  vigor** 
ous  and  effectual  support.  He  acquainted  them,  that 
the  injuries  and  hostilities  which  had  been  for  some 
time  committed  by  the  French  against  his  dominions  and 
subjects,  were  then  followed  by  the  actual  invasion  of 
the-  Island  of  Minorca,  though  guaranteed  to  him  by 
all  d%e  great  powers  in  Europe,  ^jand  particularly  by  thk 
iFreUch  king :  That  he  had/ therefore,  found  himself  obli* 
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ged,  in  vindication  of  the  honour  of  his  crown,  and  of 
Ae  rightSi  of  his  people,  to  declare  war  in  form  against 
France ;  and  that  he  relied  on  the  divine  protection,  and 
the  vigorous  assistance  of  his  faithful  subjects,  in  so  just 
a  cause.  The  parliament  was  then  adjourned  to  th)^ 
eighteenth  of  June;  and  from  thence  afterwards  to,  the 
eighteenth  of  July,  and  then  it  was  prorogued. 
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The  French  threaten  Great  Britain  xvith  an  invasion* 
$  IV*  Requisition  of  six  thousand  Dutch  troops  accord* 
ing-  to  treaty.  §  V.  Message  from  the  King  to  the 
Parliament.  §  VI.  -4  body  of  Hessians  and  Hano* 
verians  transported  into  England.  §  VII.  Frendk 
preparations  at  Toulan.  $  VIII.  Admiral  Byng  sails 
for  the  Mediterranean.  §  IX.  He  arrives  at  Gibraltar. 
§  X.  Engages  M.  de  la  Galtssonniere  off  Minorca. 
$  XI.  And  returns  to  Gibraltar.     $  XII.  Ferment  tf  the 

'  people  at  home.  $  XIII.  Admiral  Byng  superseded^ 
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^ratidns  in.  thut  counirtf*  ^.XXXVIL  Tr^$mtiani 
in  the  East  Adie9*  $  XXXVIIL  Calcutta  be^ieffed  hy 
the  nceroMf  of  BehgaL  $  XXXIX.  Deplotabk  fate  of-^ 
those  who  peHshed  in  the  dungeon  there*  $  XL.  AdA* 
thnai  cirueUies  exercised  on  Mr*  HdhvelL  $  XLI. 
Hesoiution  against  Angtm*  $  XLII.  Fort  if  Gerio 
tat^  ky  Admiral  Watson  -and  Mr*  Clive^  §  XLIII. 
T7ieir  subsequent  proceedings  in  the  river  Ganges. 

^  T«  IN  th«  fnonth  of  Jaimary  Mr.  Fox,  lately  «]>« 
}iofaited  seo-etary  of  state,  received  a  letter  from  M.  RouilK, 
minister  sAd -secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs  to  the 
king  of  France,  expostulating,  in  the  name  of  his  sovereign, 
upon  the  orders  and  instructions  for  committing  hostilities, 
which  his  Britannic  majesty  had  given  to  general  Braddock 
tod  admiral  Boscawen,  in  diametrical  opposition  to  the 
most  solemn  assurances  so  often  repeated  by  word  of  mouth 
as  well  as  in  writing.  He  complained  of  the  insult  which 
^  had  been  offered  to  his  master's  dag  in  attacking  and  taking 
two  of  his  ships  in  the  open  sea,  without  any  previous 
declaration  of  war  |  as  also  by  committing  depredjitions  ot| 
ihe  commerce  of  his  most  christian  majesty's  subjects,  ii|  . 
contempt  of  the  law  of  nations,  the  -faith  of  treaties,^  an4 
the  usages  established  among  civilized  nations.  He  said,  the 
.  sentiments  and  character  of  his  Britannic  majesty  gave  the 
king  his  master  room  to  e;ipect,  that  at  his  return  to  Lon« 
don  he  would  disavow  the  conduct  of  his  a^imiralty ;  but 
seeing  that,  instead  of  punishing,  he  rather  encouraged 
those  who  had  been  guilty  of  such  depredaiidns,  his  mosf 
l^hristian  majesty  would  be  deemed  deficient  in  what  hei 
owed  to  his  own  glory,  the  dignity  of  his  crown,  and  tho 
drfeoce  of  his  people,  if  he  deferred  any  longer  demanding^ 
a  signal  reparation  for  the  otltrage  done  to  the  French  flag, 
and  the  damage  sustained  by  his  subjects.     He,  therefore, 

'  demanded  immediate  and  full  restitution  of  all  the  French 

ships,  which,  contrary  to  law  and  decprnm  had  been  taken 

\  by  the  English  navy,  together  with  all  the  officers,  soldiers^ 

i^ariners,  gans,  stores,  and  merchandise.  He  declared 
that  should  this  restitution  be  made,  he  should  be  willing^ 
to  engage  in  a  negotiation  for  what  further  satisfaction  he 
}fm  might  claicH  aii4  eentinvie  desirous  to  see  the  difference! 
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relating .  to  America  deturmised  by.  asidid'aad  equitftble 
accommodation ;  but  if  contrary  to  all  bopea,  these  demands 
should  be  rejected^  he  would  consider  such  a  denial  of 
justice  as  the  most  authentic  declaration  of  war,  and  as  a 
formed  design  in  the-  court  of  London  to  disturb  the  peace 
of  Europe.  To  this  peremptory  remonstrsmce  the  British 
seci'etary  wgs  directed  to  answer,  that  though  the  king  of 
England  would  readily  consent  to  an  «ii|ttitable  and  solid 
accommodation ;  h^  would  not  comply  with  the  demand  of 
immediate  and  full  restitution  as  a  preliminary  condition  ; 
for  his  majesty  had  taken  no  steps  but  such  as  were  rendered 
just  and  indispensible  by  the  hostilities  which  the -French 
began  in  time  of  profound  peace,  and  a  proper  regard, for 
bis  own  honour,  the  ri^ts  and  possessions  of  his  crown, 
and  the  security  of  his  kingdoms* 

$  IL  Without  all  doubt  the  late  transactions  ha4 
afforded  specious  arguments  for  both  nati<;»ns  to  impeach  the 
conduct  of  pach  other.  The  French  courts  comcious  of 
their  encroachments  in  Nova  Scotia,  affected  to  .draw  a 
shade  over  these,  as  particulars  belonging  to  a  disputed 
territory,  and  to  divert  the  attention  to  the  banks  of  the 
Ohio,  where  Jamonville  and  his  detachment  had  been 
attacked  and  massacred  by  the  English,  without  the  least  pro- 
vocation.  They  likewise  inveighed  agaiust  the  capture  of 
their  ships,  before  any  declaratiipn  of  war,  as  flagrant  acts 
of  piracy ;  and  some  neutral  powers  of  Europe  seemed  to. 
consider  them  in  the  same  point  of  view.  It  was  certainly 
high  time  to  check  the  insolence  of  the  French  by  force  of 
t»rms,  and  surely  this  might  have  been  as  effectually  and 
expeditiously  exerted  under  the  usual  sanction  of  a  formal 
cleclaration  ;  the  omission  of  which  exposed  the  administra- 
tion to  the  censure  of  our  neighbours,  and  fixed  the  tmpu* 
tatioi>  of  fraud  and  freebooting  on  the  beginning  of  the 
war.  The  ministry  was  said  to  have  delayed  the  ceremony 
oif  pronouncing  war  from  p<i^licicul  considerations,  supposing, 
th^t,  should  jthe  French  be  provoked  into  the  first  declara- 
tion of  this  kind,  the  powers  of  Europe  would  consider  his' 
most  christian  majesty  as  the  aggressor,  and  Great  Britain 
would  reap,  all  the  fruits  of  the  defensive  alliances  in  which 
she  had  engr.ged.  But  nothing  could  be  more  v/eak  and  fri- 
volous than  ^sncKa  conjecture.     The-aggnessor-is  he  wh^ 
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first  violates  tbe  peace ;  and  every  ally  will  interpret  the 
aggression  according  to  his  own  interest  and  convenience. 
The  administration  maintained  the  appearance  of  candpur 
in  the  midst  of  their  hostilities.  The  merchant  ships,  of 
which  a  great  number  had  been  taken  from  the  French, 
were  not  sold  and  divided  among  the  captors,  according  to 
the  practice  of  war ;  but  carefully  sequestered,  with  all  their 
cargoes  and  effects,  in  order  to  be  restored  to  their  right 
owners,  in  case  the  disputes  between  the  two  nations  should 
not  be  productive  of  an  open  rupture.  In  this  particular, 
however,  .it  was  pity  that  a  litde  common  sense  had  not 
been  blended  with  their  honourable  intention.  Great  part 
of  the  cargoes  consisted  of  fish,  and  other  perishable  com* 
modities,  which  were  left  to  rot  and  putrify,  and  afterwards 
thrown  overboard,  to  prevent  contagion ;  so  that  the  owners 
and  captors  were  equally  disappointed,  and  the  value  of 
them  lost  to  both  nations. 

$  III.  The  court  of  Versailles,  while  they  presented 
remonstrances  which  they  knew  would  prove  ineffectual,  and 
exclaimed,  against  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain  with  all  the 
arts  of  calumny  and  exaggeration  at  every  court  in  Christen- 
dom, continued  nevertheless  to  make  such  preparations  as 
denoted  a  design  to  prosecute  the  war  with  uncommon 
vigour.  They  began  to  repair  and  fortify  Dunkirk :  orders 
were  published,  that  all  British  subjects  should  quit  the 
dominions  of  France :  Many  English  vessels  were  sei^4 
itt  the  different  ports  of  that  kingdom,  and  their  crews  sec^ 
to  prison.  At  the  same  time  an  edict  was  issued,  inviting 
the  Fl*ench  subjects  to  equip  privateers,  offering  a  premium 
of  forty  livres  for  every  gun,  and  as  much  foi*^  every  man 
they  should  take  from  the  e^emy  \  and  prpmising  that,  in 
case  a  peace  should  be  speedily  concluded,  the  king  would 
purchase  the  privateersat  prime  cost.  They  employed  great 
numbers  of  artificers  and  seamen  in  equipping  a  formidable 
squadron  of  ships  at  Brest ;  and  assembling  a  strong  body 
of.  land  forces,  as  well  as  a  considerable  number  of  trans* 
fiorts,  threatened  the  island  of  Great  Britain  with  a 
daogefous  invasion. 

^  IV.  'The  English  people  were  seized  with  conster* 
nation:  the  ministry  were  alarmed  and  perplexed.  Colonel 
Vorke^  the  British  resident  at  the  Hague,  was  ordered  by 
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his  mfljestjr  t6  mukt  requiftttion  of  tbe  six  tbouuitid  men 
ifhom  the  states  general  are  obliged  by  treaty  to  furnish, 
when  Great  Britain  shall  be  threatened  .with  an  invaBion : 
^nd  in  February  he  presented  a  memorial  for  this  pttrpos(^« 
Monsieur  d'Affry^  the  French  king^s  mifiist^r  at  the 
Hague,  having  received  intimation  of  his  demand^  proda^ 
ced  a  counter  memorial  from  his  master,  charging  the  £ng« 
lish  as  tHe  aggressors,  and  giving  the  states  general  plainly 
^o  understand,  that,  should  they  g^ant  the  succours  demand* 
ed  by  Great  Britain,  he  would  consider  their  compliance  as 
an  act  of  hostility  against  himself*  The  Dutch,  though 
divided  among  themselves  by  faction,  were  unanimously 
averse  to  any  measure  that  might  iavolve  them  in  the 
approaching  war.  Their  commerce  was  in  a  great  meas^ 
sure  decayed,  and  their  finances  were  too  much  exhausted 
to  admit  of  an  immediate  augmentation  of  their  forces,, 
which  for  inany  other  reasons  they  strove  to  avoid.  ThejT 
foresaw  a  great  increase  of  trade  in  their  adhering  to  a 
|)unctual  neutrality :  they  were  afraid  of  the  French  by  land, 
and  jealous  of  the  English  by  sea ;  and,  perhaps^  enjoyed  the 
prospect  of  seeing  these  two  proud  and  powerful  imtoits 
gullible  cmd  empoverish  each  other.  Certaiw  it  is,  the  states 
general  protracted  their  answer  to  Mr.  Yorke's  memorial  by 
such  affected  delays,  that  the  coHit  of  London  perceived 
their  intention,  and,  in  order  to  avoid  the  mortification  of 
i»:fiat  denial,  the  king  ordered  his  resident  to  acquaint  the 
princess  regent,  that  he  would  not  insist  upon  this  demand^, 
^he  States,  thus  freed  from  their  perplexity,  at  length  deliv« 
pred  an  answer  to  Mr.  Yorke,  in  %vbt<;h  they  expatiated  oil 
^e  difficulties  they  were  laid  under,  and  thanked  his.  Bri** 
tannic  majesty  for  having  freed  them  by  his  declaratiwB 
from  that  embarrassment  into  whiph  they  were  thrown  by 
\k\s  $rst  demai^d  atul  the  counter 'memorial  of  the  French 
ininisten  The  real  sentiments  pf  those  people,  ho wev^, 
Hipre  pbinl^'^  appeared  in  die  previous  resolution  delivered 
to  ^he  slates,  of  Holland  by  the  towns  of  Amsterdam,  Dort^ 
ifaerlen^,  Gouda,  {Rotterdam,  and  Enckfauysen,  declaring 
'  0atly  that  England  was  uncontrovertibly  the  aggret^or  in 
pi](ippe^  by  seising  a  considerable  number  of  French 
f^asels  i  that  the  threatened  invasion  of  Great  Britain  did 
.    np^  afeipt  th«  r^pu^lip's  guarantee  4>f  the  protestant  •  su&- 
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ceeaiOB^  inasmuch  as  it  was  pnly  iDtrmded  to  bbc^a  repara-* 
tion  for  the  iojury  sustained  by  the  subjects  of  his  most 
chriatian  niajfisty ;  finidly,  that  the  succours  demanded 
could  be  of  no  advantage  to  the  king  of  England,  as  it 
af^ared  by  the  deciaratibn ^f  his  most  christian  majesty; 
that  their  granting  these  succours  would  immediately  lay 
them  under  a  necessity  of  demanding  in  their  turn,  a^sis-* 
tnnce  from  Great  Britain.  From  this  way  of  arguing,  th« 
English  may  perceive  what  they  have  to  expect  in  cases  of 
emergency  from  the  friendship  of  their  nearest  allies,  who 
must  always  h^  furai|^Iied  with  the  same  ei:cuse,  whenever 
tbey  find  li  convenient  or  necessary  to  their  own  interest. 
Such  a  conaideration^  joined  txi  other  concurring  motives^ 
ought  to  induce. the  British  legislature  to  withdraw  its 
dependence  from  all  foreign  connexions,  and  provide  such 
a  constiluti^oal  force  within  itself^  as  will  be  fully  sufficient 
to  baffle  all  the  effcHts  of  an  external  enemy.  The  appre- 
hensions «ad  distraction  of  the  people  at  this  juncture 
phiinly  evinced  the  expediency  <^  such  a  national  force  $ 
bti^t  dlffere»t  parties  were  divided  in  their  opinions  about 
Aie  nature  of  such  a  provision.  Some  of  the  warmest  friends 
of  thetr  country  proposed  a  well  regulated  militia,  as  an 
institution  that  would  efecttially  answer  the  purpose  of 
defending  a  wide  extended  seacoast  from  invasion ;  while^ 
on  die  other  hand,  this  proposal  was  ridiculed  and  refuted 
as  impractic»hie  or  useless  by  all  the  retauners  to  the  courts 
aiKl  all  the  officers  of  the  standing  army.  In  the  mean 
time,  as  the  experiment  could  sot  be  immediately  tried, 
and  the  present  juncture  demanded  some  iastant  deter- 
mtnatton,  recourse  wae  had  to  a  foreign  remedy. 

§  V.  Towards  the  latter  end  of  March,  the  king  sent  a 
Written  message  to  paiiiameBt,  intimatmg,  that  he  had 
veoe^iVed  repeated  advices  from  different  persons  and  places, 
Ihst  a -design  had  been  formed  by  the  French  court  to  invade 
Gceat  Britain  or  Ireland;  and  the  great  preparations  of 
forces,  ships,  artiHery,  and  warlike  stores,  then  notoriously 
^meaking  In  the  ports  of  Fr^ce  ofyposite  to  the  Brit^h  coasts, 
toigether  with  Ute  language  of  the  French  ministers  in  some 
fonetgn  cfourts,  left  little  room  to  doubt  the  rt^lkty  of  suck 
rdtesTgn:  thait  his  majesty  had  angmi^nted  his  forces  bodi 
hf  sei  aftd  land^  and  takfin  propef  meaaares  mod  preewitions 
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(or  putting  his  kingdom  in  a  posture  of  defence :  that,  in 
order  further  to  strengthen  himself,  he  made  a  requisition 
of  a  body  of  Hessian  troops,  pursuant  to  the  late  treaty,  to 
be  forthwith  brought  over,  and  for  that  purpose  ordered 
transports  to  be  prepared;  that  Ke  doubted  not  of  being 
enabled  and  supported  by  his  parliament  in  taking  sueh 
measures  as  might  be  conducive  to  an  end  so  essential  to 
the  honour  of  his  crown,  the  preservation  of  the  protestant 
religion,  and  the  laws  and  liberties  of  these  kingdoms*  This 
message  was  no  sooner  received,  than  both  houses  voted, 
composed,  and  presented  Very  warm  ^nd  affectionate  ad- 
dresses, in  which  his  majesty  was  thanked  for  the  requisition 
he  had  made  of  the  Hessian  troops;  a  measure^ whii^  at 
any  other  time  would  have  been  stigmatised  with  all  the 
satire  and  rhetoric  of  the  opposition* 

^  VI.  Even  this  precaution  was  not  thought  sufficient  to. 
sucure  the  island,  and  quiet  the  terrors  of  the  people.  In 
a  few  days  Mr.  Fox,  the  new  minister,  encouraged  by  the 
unanimity  which  had  appeared  so  conspicuous  in  the  motions 
'  for  the  late  addresses,  ventured  to  move  again,  in  the  house 
of  commons,  that  another  address  should  be  presented  So 
the  king,  beseeching  his  majesty,  that  for  the  more  effectual 
defence  of  this  island,  and  for  the  better  security  of  the 
religion  and  liberties  of  his  subjects,  against  the  threatened 
attack  by  a. foreign  enemy,  he  would  be  graciously  pleased 
to  order  twelve  battalions  of  his  electoral  troops,  together 
with  the  usual  detachment  of  artillery,  to  be  forthwith 
brought  into  this  kingdom.  There  was  a  considerable 
party  in  the  house  to  whom  such  a  motion  was  odious  and 
detestable  :.  but  considering  the/ critical  situation  of  affairs, 
they  Were  kfraid  that  a  direct  opposition  might  expose  them 
to  a  more  odious  suspicion  :  they,  therefore,  moved  for  the 
order  of  the  day,  and  insisted  on  the  question's  being  put 
upon  that  motion ;  but  it  was  carried  in  the  negative  by  a 
considerable  majority,  which  alsfo  agreed*to  the  other  propo- 
sal* The  resolution  of  the  house  was  communicated  to  the 
lords,  who  unanimously  concurred ;  and  their  joint  address 
being  presented,  his  majesty  assured  them  he  would  inune- 
diately  connply  with  their  request*  Accordingly,  such 
expedition  was  used,  that  in  the  course  of  the  next  month 
both  Hanoverians  and  Hessians  arrived  in  England,  and 
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encamped  in  different  parte  of  the  kingdom.-»»As  the  feara 
of  an  invasion  subsided  in  the  minds  of  the  people,  their 
antipathy  to  these  foreign  auxiliaries  emerged*  They  were 
beheld  with  the  eyes  of  jealousy^  suspicion,  and  disdain. 
They  were  treated  with  contempt^  reserve,  and  rigour^ 
The  ministry  was  execrated  for  having  reduced  the  nation 
to  such  a  low  circumstance  of  disgrace,  as  that  they  should 
owe  their  security  to  German  mercenaries.  There  were 
not  wanting  some  incendiarie|S,  who  circulated  bints  and 
insinuations,  diat  the  kingdom  had  been  purposely  left 
unprovided;  and  that  the  natives  of  South  Britain  had 
been  formerly  subdued  and  expelled  by  a  body  of  Saxon 
aunliartes,  whom  they  had  hired  for  their  preservation. 
In  a  word,  the  doubts  and  suspicions  of  a  people  naturally 
blunt  and  jealous  were  inflamed  to  such  a  degree  of  animos- 
ity that  nothing  would  have  restrained  them  from  violent 
acts  of  outrage,  but  the  most  orderly,  modest,  and  inoffen- 
sive behaviour  by  which  both  the  Hanoverians  and  Hessians 
were  distinguished. 

$  VII.  Under  the  cloak  of  an  invading  armament 
which  engrossed  the  attention  of  the  British  nation,  the 
French  were  actually  employed  in  preparations  for  an  expe- 
^tion,  which  succeeded  according  to  their  wish.  In  the 
beginning  of  the  year,  advice  was  received  that  a  French 
squadron  would  soon  be  in  a  condition  to  sail  from  l*oulon ; 
diis  was  afterwards  confirmed  by  repeated  intelligence,,  not 
only  from  foreign  gazettes,  but  also  from  English  ministers 
and  consuls  residing  in  Spain  and  Italy.  They  affirmed 
that  the  Toulon  squadron  consisted  of  twelve  or  fifteen 
ships  of  the  line,  with  a  great  number  of  transports;  that 
they  were  supplied  with  provision  for  two  months  only, 
consequently  could  not  be  intended  for  America;  and  that 
strong  bodies  of  troops  were  on  their  marth  from  different 
parts  of  the  French  dominions  to  Dauphine  and  Provence 
in  order  to  be  embarked.  Notwithstanding  these  particu- 
lars of  information,  which  plainly  pointed  oat  Minorca  as 
the  object  of  their  expedition ;  notwithstanding  the  exten- 
sive and  important  commerce  carried  on  by  the  subjects  of 
Qreat  Britain  in  the  Mediterranean ;  no  care  was  taken  to 
send  thither  a  squadron  of  ships  capable  to  protect  the  trade^ 
and  frustrate  the  designs  of  the  enemy.     That  great  pro- 
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vince  was  left  to  a  few  inconsidemble  ships  and  frigat^s^  > 
which  could  senpc  no  other  purpose  than  that  of  carrying 
ioteiligenc^  from  port  to  port,  and  enriching  thdrcommand*- 
ers,  by  making  prize  of  merchant  vessels*  Nay,  the  minis* 
\try  seemed  to  pay  little  or  na  regard  to  the  remonstrance  of 
general  Blakeney,  deputy  governor  of  Minorca,  who,  in 
repeated  advices,  represented  the  weakness  of  the  garrison^ 
which  he  commanded  in  St.  Phtlip^s  castle,  the  chief  for- 
tress on  the  island.  Far  from  strengthening  the  garrison 
with  a  proper  reinforcement^  they  did  not  even  send  thithei* 
the.  officers  belonging  to  it,  who  were  in  England  upon  leave- 
of  absence,  nor  give  directions  for  any  vessel  to  transport 
them,  until  the  French  amtameiit  was  ready  to  makea 
descent  upon  that  island.'^  « 

$  VIII.  At  length,  the  destination  of  the  enemy's  fleet 
being  universally  known,  the  ministry  seemed  to  route  from 
their  lethargy,  and,  like  persons  suddenly  waking,  acted 
with  hurry  and  precipitation*^  Instead  of  detaching  a  squa- 
dron that  in  Jill  respects  should  be  superior  to  the  Frefich 
fleet  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  bestowing  the  command  of 
it  upon  an  officer  of  approved  courage  and  activity,  they' 
allotted  no  more  than  ten  ships  of  the  line  for  this  service, 
vesting  the  command  of  them  in  admiral  Byng,  who  h'ad^ 

y  It  is  with  pleasure  -we  seize  thx^  opportunity  of  recordiB*  an  lestance  ofp^ 
Iiintry  and  patriotism  in  a  British  officer,  which  wouW  have  ooue  honour  to  the 
eliaraeter  of  a  Roman  .tnbune.  CaptHin  Catminghan),  an  accomplished  3'GQng 
gentleman,  who  acted  as  engineer  m  second  at  Minorca;  being  preferred  to  a 
majority  at  home,  and  recalled  to  his  regiment  by  an  express  order,  had  repaired 
with  hi*  family  to  Nice  in  Italy,  where  he  waited  for  the  opjiorttinfty  of  a  flhi|^ 
bound  for  £n^land,  when  he  received  certain  intelligence  that  the  French  arma- 
ment was  destined  for  the  place  he  had  quitted.  His  lady,  whom  he  tenderiy 
toved,  was  just  delivered,  and  two  of  his  children  were  dangerously  ill  of  the  sniaU. 
pox.  He  recollected  that  the  chief  engineer  of  Minorca  was  infirm,  and  indeed 
(Hfiabled  bj'  the  gout,  and  that  many  things  were  wanting  for  th*  defenee  of  the 
fortress.  His  zeal  for  the  honour  and  service  of  his.countiy  immediately  triumph- 
ed over  the  calls  of  tenderness  and  of  nature  He  expended  a  considerable  suni 
of  money  in  purchasing  timber  for  the  platforros,^Bd  other  neeessaHes  for  tim 
jrarrlson;  hilled  a  ship  for  transporting  them  thither ;  and  tearing  himself  from 
his  wife  and  children,  thus  left  among  strangers  in  a  foreign  ftountry,  embarked 
again  for  Minorca,  where  he  knew  he  should^ be  in  a  peculiar  manner  expoaed  to 
all  the  dangers  of  a  furious  siege,  in  the  course  .of  this  desperate  sei-vice  he 
r  ^equitted  himself  with  that  vigilanee,  skill,  and  active  courage,  whieh  he  had  en 
divers  former  occasions  displayed,  until  the  assault  was  giveu  to  the  queen's  bas- 
tion ;  whee  mixing  with  the  enemv^  sword  in  hand,  he  wafl  disabled  m  his  right 
arm  by  the  shot  of  a  musket  and  the  thrust  of  a  bayonet  His  behaviour  was  ao 
acceptable  to  his  sovereign,  that  Avhen  he  returned  to  England  he  was  preferred  to 
the  rank  of  colonel  in  the  guards.  He  afterwards  acted  as  chief  engineer  Id  tbc 
■ttempts  and  descents  which  were  made  on  the  i«'rench  coast  Though  g^ievoualj 
tnaimed,  he  accepted  the  sanie  ofiiee  in  the  expedition  to  Goadaloupe,  where  he 
4iod  ^nivenally  regretted. 


never  mtt  with-«it^  occasion  to  signalize  his  courage,  and 
nvhose  charactiier  was  not  very  popular  in  the  nnvy  :'  but  Mr* 
•West^  the  second  in  command,  waa  a  gentleman  universally 
respected  for  his  probity,  ability,  aild  resohilion*  The  ten 
shipi  destined  for  thid  expedition,  w^re  bui  in  very  indif*^ 
ferent  order,  poorly  manned,  and  unprovided  with  eithect 
Jiospttal  or  &re&hip«  They  sailed  from  Spithead  •  on  the 
seventh  day  of  Aprils,  having  on  board,'  as  part  of  their  com^- 
plement,  a  regiment  of  soldiers  to  be  landed  at  Gibraltar, 
witE.msyor  general  Stuart,  lord  Effingham,  and  colonel 
ComwaUis,  whose  regiments  were  in  garrison  at  Minorca^ 
-about  forty  inferior  officers,  and  near  one  hundred  recruits, 
as  a  reinforceoicnt  to  St«  Philip's  fortress* 

$  IX*  After  all  the  intelligence  which  had  been  recei- 
ved, one  would  imagine  the  government  of  England  was 
jstill  ignorant  of  the  enemy's  force  and  destination ;  for  tht^ 
instruetions  delivered  to  admiral  Byng  imported,  that,  oa 
his 'arrival  at  Gibraltar,  be  should  inquire  whether  any 
French  squadron  had  passed  through  the  straits;  and  that, 
being  certified  in  the  t^nnativ«,  as  it  was  probably  designed 
for  North  America^  he  should  immediately  detach  rear^ 
admiral  West  to  Louisboiu'g,  on  the  isl^d  of  cape  Breton, 
with  such  a  number  of  ships,  as  when  joined  with  those  at 
Hallifax,  would  constitute  a  force  superior  to  the  armament 
^  the  enemy«  On  the  second  day  of  May,  admiral  Byn|^ 
arrived  at  Gibraltar,  where. he  foond  captain  Edgecumbe, 
,with  the  princess  Louisa  ship  of  war,  and  a~sloop,  who 
informed  him  th^  the  French  armament,  commanded  by 
M«  de  la  Gali^onniere,  consisting  of  thirteen  ships  of  tJ^ 
line,  with  a  great  number  of  transports,  having  on  board  a 
body  of  fifteen  thousand  land  forces,  had  sailed  from,  Tou- 
lon on  the  tenth  day  of  April,  and  made  a  desc^ent  upon  the 
island  <^  Minorca,  from  whence  he  (captain  Edgecumbe) 
had  been  obliged  to  retire,  at  their  approach.  Genersd 
Fowke,  who  commanded  at  Gibraltar,  had  received  two 
successive  orders  from  the  secretary  at  war,  with  respect 
to  his^sparing  a  battalion  of  troops  to  be  transported  by  Mr. 
Byng,  as  a  reinforcement  to  Minorca ;  but  as  the  two  orders 
appeared  inconsistent  or  equivocal,  a  council  of  war  was 
consulted,  and  the  majority  were  of  opinion  that  no  troops 
should  be  sent  from  thence  to  Minorca,  except  a  detach- 
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roent  to  supply  the  deficiency  in  the  little  squadrdn'  of  cap* 
tain  Edgecumbe,  who  had  left  a  good  number  of  his  aeamen 
and  mariners  under  the  command  of  captain  Scroop,  to 
assist  in  the  defence  of  fort  St*  Philips.  These  articles  of 
intelligence  the  admiral  despatched  by  an  express  to  the 
lords  of  the  admiralty,  and  in  his  letter  made  use  of  some 
impolitic  expressions,  which,  in  all  probability,  it  would 
have  been  well  for  him  had  he  omitted*  He8atd,if.hehad 
been  so  happy  as  to  have  arrived  at  Mahofi  before  the 
French  had  landed,  he  flattered  himself  he  should  have  been 
able  to  *^prevent  their  getting  a  footing  on  that  islsmd*  He 
complained,  that  there  were  no  magazines  in  Gibraltar. fdr 
supplying  the  squadron  with  necessaries ;  diat  the  careen- 
ing wharves,  pits,  and  store  houses  were  entirely  decayed^ 
«o  that  he  should  find  the  greatest  difficulty  in  cleaning  the 
ships  that  were  foul ;  and  ^is  was  the  case  with  some  of. 
those  he  carried  out  from  England,  as  well  as  with  those, 
which  had  been  for  some  time  cruising  in  the  Mediterra-^ 
nean.  He  signified  bis  opinioii,  that,  even  if  it  should  be 
found  practicable,  it  would  be  very  impolitic  to  throw  any 
men  into  St*  Philip's  castle,  which  could  not  be  saved  with- 
out a  land  force  sufficient  to  raise  the  siege ;  therefore,  a 
small  reinforcement  would  only  add  so  many  men  to  the 
number  which  must  fall  into  the  hafids  of  the  enemy*  He 
observed,  that  such  engineers  and  artillery  men  in  Gibral- 
tar, as  had  been'  at  Minorca,  were  of  opinion,  that  it  would 
be  impossible  to  throw  any  number  of  men  into  St*  Philips, 
if  the  French  had  erected  batteries  on  the  two  shores  near 
the  entrance  of  the  hl%rbour,.80  as  tp  bar  all  passage  up  to 
the  sally  port  of  the  fortress ;  and  i)^ith'  this  opinion  ht 
-signified  the  concurrence  of  his  own  sentiments*  The  first 
part  of  this  letter  was  a  downright  impeachment  of  the 
ministry,  for  having  delayed  the  expedition,  for  havingsent 
out  ships  unfit  for  service,  and  for  having  neglected  the 
magazines  and  wharves  at  Gibraltar*  In  the  latter  part  he 
seemed  to  prepare  them  for  the  subsequent  account  of  his 
misconeiuct  and  miscarriage*  It  cannot  be  supposed  that 
they  underwent  this  accusation  without  apprehension  and 
resentment :  and  as  they  foresaw  the  loss  of  Minorca,  which 
would  not  fail  to  exc^ite  a  national  clamour,  peiiiaps  they 
now  began  to  take  measures  for  gratifying  their  resentmeiit. 
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and  transf<ermg^the  blame  from  themselves  to  the  *^!persiDiii; 
who  had  presumed,  to  hint  a.  disapprobation  of  their  con* 
duct :  for  thjs  purpose  they  could  not  have  found  b  fairer 
epportuuity  than  Mr.  JByng's 'subsequent  behaviour  afibrded. 
$  X.  The  adngtiral  being  strengthened  by  Mr.  Egecumbde^ 
nd  reinforced  by  a  detachment  from  the  garrison,  set  sa^ 
from  Gibraltar  on  the  eighth  day  of  May,  an^^as  joined 
t>ff  Majorca  by  h)s  majesty^s  ship  the  Phoenix,  under  the 
command  of  captain  Hervey,-who  confironed  the  mtelligence 
he  had  already  received,  touching  ^e  strength  and  destina* 
ttoB  of  the  French  squadron.  When  he  approached  Minorca, 
he  descried  the  British  colours  still  flying  at  the  castle  of 
fit.  Philips,  and  several  bomb  batteries  playing  upon  it 
from  different  quarters  where  the  French '  banners  were 
displayed*  Thus  informed,  he  detached  three  ships  a  head, 
with  captain  Hervey,  to  reconnoitre  vthe  harbour's  mouth, 
and  land,  if  possible,  a  letter  for  general  Blakeney,  giving 
him  to  understand  the  fleet  was  come  to  his  assistance. 
Before  this  attempt  could  be  made,  the  French  fleet 
appearing  to  th&  southeast,  and  the  wind  blowing  strong 
off  shore,  he  recalled  his  ships,  and  formed  the  line  of 
battle.  About  six  o'clock  in  the  evening,  the  enemy^  'to 
'  the  number  of  seventeen  ships^  thirteen  which  appw;jed  to 
be  vet-y  large,  advanced  in  orders  but  about  seven^tacked^ 
with  a  view  to  gain  the  weathergage.  Mr.  Byng,  in  order 
to  preserve  that  advantage,  as  well  as  to  make  «ure  of  tlie 
land  wind  in  the  morning,  followed  their  example,  being 
then  about  five  leagues  from  cape  -Mola.  At  day  Hght  the 
enemy  could  not  be  descried ; .  but  two  tartanes  appearing 
close  to  the  r^ar  of  the  English  squadron,  they  were  imme- 
diately chased  by  signal.  One  escaped,  and  the.  other 
being  taken,  was  found  to  have  on  boa)rd  iw4)  French  cap- 
tains, two  lieutenants,  and  about  one  hundred-  private 
soldiers,  part  of  six  hundred  who  had  been  sent  oiit  in 
tartanes  the  preceding  day^  to  reinfcxrce  the  enemy'^r  squsN 
jdron.  This  soon  reappearing,  the  line  of  batifle  was  formed. 
«n  each  side,  and  about  two  o'clock  admiral  Bypg  threw 
out  a  signal  to  bear  away  two  points  froiri  the  wkid  and 
-engage.  At  this  time  his  distance  from  the  enemy  wa&  so 
tgreat,  that  rear-admiral  West,  perceiving  it  impossible  to 
comply  with  both  orders,  bore  away  with  his  division  seve» 
y.o^  ^11.  M  ^ 
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points  from  Ae  wind,  and  dosing^down  upon  the  tntmy^ 
attacked  them  with  such  impedioiity,  that  the  ships  which 
opposed  him  were  in  a  little  time  driven  opt  of  the  line. 
Had  he  been  properly  sustained  by  the  van,  in  all  proba*- 
hility  the  British  fleet  would  have  obtained  a  complete 
victory ; .  bat  the  other  division  did  not  bear  down,  and  the 
enemy's  coj^re  keeping  that  station,  rear-admiral  West 
could  not  pursue  his  advantage  without  running  the  rrsk  of 
seeing  his  communication  with  the  rest  of  the  line  entirely 
cut  off.  In  the  beginning  of  the  lEttion,  the  Intrepid^  in 
]Mn  Byng'a  divisioii,  was  so  disabled  in  her  rigging,  that 
she  could  not  be  managed,  and  drove  on  the  ship  that  was 
next  in  position;  a  circumstance  which  obliged  several 
others  to  throw  all  aback,  in  order  to*  avoid  confusion,  and 
for  some  time  retarded  the  action.  Certain  it. is,  that  Mr. 
OVng,  though  accommodated  with  a  noble  ship  of  ninety 
guns,  made  little  or  nb  use  of  his  artillery,  but  kept  aloof, 
either  from  an  overstrained  observance  of  discipline,  or 
timidity*  When  his  captain  exhorted  him  to  bear  down 
upon  the  enemy,  he  very  cooly  i^eplied,  that  he  would  avoid 
the  error  of  admiral  Matthfws,  who,  in  his  engagement 
with,  the  French  and  Spanish  squadrons  off  Toulon,  during 
the  p^f^ding  war,  had  broke  the  line  by  his  own  precipi. 
tfttian,'iind  exposed  himself  singly,  to  a^re  that  he  could 
not  sustain*  Mr*  Byng^  on  the  contrary,  *was  determined 
against  acting,  except  with  the  line  entire ;  and,  on  pretence 
^f  rectifying  tl^e  disorder  which  had  happened  anxong  some 
ef  the  ships,  hesitated  so  long,  and  kept  at  such  a  wary 
(listancp,  that  he  never  wa9  properly  engaged,  though  he 
received  so^e  f^w  ^^ts  in  his  hull.  M*  de  la  GaUssonniere 
seemed  equally  averse  to  the  continuance  of  the  battle^ 
p^rt  of  his  squadron  had  been  fairly  obliged  to  quit  the 
line ;  a^d  though  he  was  rather  superior  to  the  English  in 
numbei:  of  men  and  weight  of  metal,,  he  did  noot  choose  to 
abide  the  consequence  of  a  clo;5er  fight  with  an  enemy  so 
expert  in  naval  operation  :  l:|e,  therefor^,  took  advantage  of 
Mr**  Byng's  hesitation^  and  edged  away  with  ah  easy  sai^ 
to  ^in  his  van,  which  had  been  disconafited*  The  English 
admiral  gave  chase;  but  the  French  ships  being  clean,  he 
^uld  not  come  up  and  close  them  again^  so.  they  retired  at 
^faSeif  leisure*    Then  he  put  his  squadron  on  the  other  t^cl^. 


in  order  to  ke^  the  wind  of  the  enepy ;  and  next  motning 
they  were  akogetUier  out  of  sight.  ,  ,  . 

9  XL  ^hile  he  hey  to  with  theJ-est  of  his  fleet,  at  the 
distan<:e\bf  ten  leagues  from  Mahon,.  lie  detached  cruisers 
to  look  for  some  misiing  ships,  which  Joined  him  accord-  ' 
ingly,  and  made  an  inquiry  into. the  GOndition  of  the  squa- 
dron. The  number  of  killed  amptmted  to  forty-^two, 
including  captain  Andreivs,  of  the  Defiance,  atid  ahont  one/ 
hundred  and  sixty-eight .  were  wounded.  Three  of  the 
capital  ships  were  so  damaged  in  their  masts,  that  they 
could  not  keep  the  i^ea^  with  any  regard  to  their  safety ;  a 
gtesCt  number  of  the  seamen  were  ill,  and  there  was  no 
vessel  which  could  be  converted  into  an  hospital  for  tlm 
sick. and  wounded.  In.  this  situation  Mr*  Byng  called.. a 
coontil  of  ^ar,  at  which  the  land  offiters  were  present.  He 
represented  tP  theni,  that  he  was  much  inferior  to-  the 
enemy  in  weight  of  metal  and  number  of  men-;  that  they  ^ 
had  the .  advantage  of  sending  theik*  wounded  to  Minori^^ 
from .  whence  at  the  same  time  they  were  refreshed  and 
reinforced  occasionally  ;  that,  in  his  opinion^  it  was  iinprac** 
ticable  to  relieve  St.  Philip's  fort,  and,  therefore,  they  ought 
tcLmake  the  best  of  their  way  back  to .  Gibraltar,  which 
might  require  immediate  protection.  They  unanimous^ 
concurred  with  his  seotinients,  and  thither  he  directed  biA 
eourse  accbrdingly.  How  he  came  to  be  so  well^ acquainted 
with  the  impracticability  of  relieving  general  filakei^ey,  it 
is  not  easy  to  determine,  as  no.  experiment  was  made  for 
that  purpose.  Indeed,  thetieglect'of  such  a  tHal  seems  to 
have  been  the  least  excusable  part  of  his  coaduct ;  for  it 
afterwards  appeared,  that  the  officers- and  soldiers  belonging 
to  the  garrison  mi^t  have,  been  landed  at  the  sxdly  port^ 
without  ritnning  any  great  risk ;  and  a  gentleman,  then  in 
the  fort,  actually  passed  and  repassed  in  a  boat,  unhurt  by 
any  of  the  enemy's  batteries.' :      ^  •♦ 

§  XII.  Mr.  Byng's  tetter  to  the  admiralty,,  contaihing 
a  detail  of  this  actionr^ -jis  said  to  h»i£  arrived  some 'day6 
before  it  was  madevp^iftilic 5  and  when  it  appeared,  was 
curtailed  of  divers ^^'pressions,  and  whole  paragrag^hs, 
which  either  tci^d  to  hii  bwn  justification,  .or  implied  "a 
censure  on  the  conduct  of  his  superiors.  '-  Whatever  use 
might  have  heed  inade  of  this  letter  while  k  remained  4 
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secret  to  the  public  we  shall  not  pretend  to  explain :  but 
iiire  it  is,  that,  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  June,  sir  Edward 
Hawke  and  admiral  Saunders  sailed  from  Spithead  to 
Gibraltar,  to  super8e4e  the  admirals  Byng  and  West,  in* 
their  commands  of  the  Mediterranean  s^adron  f  and  M r.- 
Byng's  letter  was  not  published  till  .the  twenty-sixth  day  of 
the  same  month,  when  it  produced  all  the  effect  which  that 
gentleman's  bitterest  enemies  could  have  desired.  The 
populace  took  fire  like  a  train  of  the  most  hasty  combus- 
tibles, and  broke  out  into  such  a  clamour  of  rage  and 
indignation  against  the  devoted  admiral,  as  could  not  have 
been  exceeded  if  he  had  lost  the  whole  navy  of  England^ 
and  left  the  coasts  of  the  kingdom  naked  to  invasion.  This 
animosity  was  carefully  fomented  and  maintained  by  artful 
emissaries^  who  mingled  with  all  public  assemblies,  from 
the  drawing  room  at  St.  James's  to  the  mob  at  Charing 
Cross.  They  expatiated  upon  the  insolence,  the  folly,  the 
cowardice,  and  misconduct  of  the  unhappy  admiral.  They 
even  presumed  to  make  their  sovereign  in  some  measure 
an  instrument  of  their  calumny,  by  suggesting,  that  hi» 
n^jesty  had  prognosticated  Byng's  misbehaviour  from  the 
contents  of  his  first  letter,  dated  at  Gibraltar.  They 
ridiculed  and  refuted  the  reasons  he  had  given  for  returning 
Ko  that  fortress,  after  his  scandalous  rencounter  with  the 
French  squadroii ;  and,  in  order  to  exasperate  them  to  the 
roost  implacable  resentment,  they  exaggerated  the  terrible 
consequences  of  losing  Minorca,  which  must  now  be  sub- 
dued through  his  treachery  or' want  of  resolution,  ki  ar 
word,  he  was  devoted  as  the  scapegoat  of  the  ministry,  to 
whose  supine  negligence,  ignorance,  and  misconduct,  the 
loss  of  that  important  fortress  was  undoubtedly  owine. 
Byng's  miscarriage  was  thrown  out  like  a  barrel  to  the 
whale^  in  order  to  engage  the  attention  of  the  people,  that 
it  might  not  be  attracted  by  the  real  cause  of  the  national 
misfortune.  In  order  to  keep  up*  the  .fianie  which  had  been 
kindled  against  the  admirals,  recourse  was  had  to  the  lowest 
artifices.  Agents  were  employed  to  vilify  his  person  in 
all  pu,blic  places  of  vulgar  resort;  and  mobd  were  hired  at 
^lifferent  :parts  x>f  die  i:apitalto  hang  and  bum  him  in  effigy. 
■^  §  XIII.'  The  two  officers,  who  succeeded  to '  the  com- 
jBiand  in  :thb  cMediterranean,: :  wer&  acootftpanied  by  lord 
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Tyrawley^  whom  his  majesty  had  appointed  to  supersede 
general  Fowke  in  the  government  of  Gibraltar,  that  gentle-- 
man  having  incurred  ^the  displeasure  of  the  mtmstry,  fpir 
not  having  understood  an  order  which  was  unimelligifolc.^ 
By  the  same  conveyance,  a  letter  from  the  secretary  to  the 
admiralty  was. transmitted  to  Mr.  Bjmg,  giving  him  notice 
that  he  was  recalled.  To  this  intimation  he  replied  in 
such  a  manner  as  dei^oted  a  consciousness  of  having  done 
his  duty,  and  a  laudable  desire  to  vindicate  his  own  conduct. 
-His  answer  contained  a  further  account  of  the  engagement 
in  i^hich  he  was  supfiosed'to  have  misbehaved,  intermixed 
with  some  puerile  calculations  of  the  enemy's  superiority 
in  weight  of  metal,  which  served  np  other  purpose  than 
than  that  of  exposing  his  character  still  more  to  ridicule 
and  abuse ;  and  he  was  again  so  impolitic  as  to  hazard 
certain  expressions,  which  added  fresh  fuel  to  the  resent- 
ment of  his  enemies.  Directions  were  immediately  des- 
patched to  sir  Edward  Hawke,  that  Byng  should  be  sent 
home  inv  arrest;  and  an  order  to  the  same  purport  was 
lodged  at  every  port  in  the  kingdom:  precautions,  which, 
however  unnecessary  to  secure  the  person  of  a  man  who 
longed  ardently  to  justify  his  character  by  a  public  trial, 
were  yet  productive  of  considerable  effect  in  augmenting  > 
the  popular  odiuin.  Admiral  Byng  immediately  embarked 
m  the  ship  which  had  carried  out  his  successor,  and  ^as 
accompanied  by  Mr.  West,  general  Fowke,  and  several 
ether  officers  of  that  garrison,  who  were  also  recalled,  in 
consequence  of  having  subscribed  to  the  result  of  the 
council  of  war,  which  we  have  mentioned  above*  When 
they  arrived  in  England,  Mr.  West^met  with  such  t  gra- 
cious reception  from  his  n^ajesty  as  was  thought  due  to  his 
extraordinary  merit ;  but  Mr.  Byng  was  committed  'close 
prisoner  in  an  apartment  of  Greenwich  hospital. 

$  XIV.  In  the  mean  time,  the  siege  of  St.  PbiMp's  fort 
sn  Minorca  was  prosecuted  with  unremitting  vigour.  The 
armament  of  Toulon,  consisting  of  the  fleet  commanded  by 
M.  de  la  Galissonniere,  and  the  troops  under  the  duke  de 
Richelieu,  arrived  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  April  at  the 
port  of  Ciudadella,  on  that  part  of  the  island  opposite  to 
Mahon,  or  St.  Philips,  and  immediately  began  to  disem- 
bark their  forces.     Two   days  jpefore  they  reached  tbe^ 
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island,  general  Blakeney  had,  by  a  packet  boat,  received 
certain  intelligence  of  their  approach,  and  began  to  make 
preparations  for  the  defence  of  the  castle.  The  fort  which, 
he  commanded  was  Tery  extensive,  surrounded  with  nuiher^ 
ous  redoubts,^  ravelins,  and  other  outworks ;  and  provided 
with  subterranean  galheries,  mines,  and  traverses,  cut  out  of 
the  solid  rock  with  incredible  labour.  Upon  the  whole, 
this  was  one  of  the  best  fortified  places  in  Europe,  Well 
supplied -wiA  artillery,  ammunition,  and  provision;  and, 
without  all  doubt,  might  have  sustained  the  most  desperate 
siege,  had  it  been  defended  by  a  numerous  garrison,  c&,n- 
ducted  by  able  engineer^,  under  the  eye  and  auspices  of  an 
active  and  skilful  commander.  All  these  advantages,  how- 
ever, did  not  concur  on  this  occasion*  The  number  of 
troops  in  Minorca  did  not  exceed  four  regiments,  \thereas 
the  nature  of  the  works  required  at  least  double  the  num- 
ber; and,  even. of  these  above  forty  officers  were  absent* 
The  chief  engineer  was  rendered  lame  by  the  gout,  and  the 
general  himself  oppressed  with  the  infirmities  6f  old  age* 
The  natives  of  the  island  might  have  been  serviceable  as 
pioneers,  or  day  labourers,  but,  from  their  hatred  to  the 
protestant  religion,  they  were  generally  averse  to  the  Eng- 
lish government,  although  they  liad  lived  happily  and  grown 
Ivealthy  under  its  influence.  - 

§  XV.  The  governor  ordered  his  officers  to  bea|t  up  for 
volunteers  in  .the  adjacent  town  of  St..  Philips;  but  few  or 
none  would  enlist  under  his  banners,  and  it  seems  he  would 
not  venture  to  compel  them  into  the  service.  He  recalled 
all  his  advanced  parties;  and,  in.  particular,  a  company 
posted  at  Fomelles,  where  a  small  redoubt  had  been  raised,^ 
and  five  companies  at  Ciudadella,  a  post  fortified  with  two 
pieces  of  cannon,  which  were  nov«r  withdrawn  as  soon  as  the 
enemy  began  to  disembark  their  forces.  At  the  same  time 
major  Ounningham  was  detached  with  a  party  to  break 
down  the  bridges,  and  break  up  the  roads  between  that  place 
and  St.  Philips ;  but  the  task  of  destroying  the  roads,  could 
not  be  performed  in  such  a  hurr]^  on  account  of  the  hard 
rock  whith  runs  along  the  surface  of  the  gcound  through 
this  whole  island ;  ifor  was  there  time  to  demolish  the  town 
of  St.  Philips,  which  stood  so  near  the  fort,  .that  the  enemy 
could  not  fail  to  take  advantage  of  its  neighbourhoods  The 
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Streets  served  them  for  tf  enclies,  which  othervrisc  could  not 
have  been  dug  through  the  solid  rock.      H'ere  they  made  a 
lodgement  closfe  to  the  works;  here  they  found  convenient  • 
barracks  and  quarters  of  refreshment,  masks  for  their  bat- 
teries, and  an  effectual  covgr  for  their  mortars  and  bombar- 
diers.    The  gmieral  has  been  blamed  for  leaving  the  town 
standing ;  but  if  we  consider  his  uncertainty  concerning  the 
destination  of  the  French  armament,  the  odious  nature  of 
such  a  precaution,  which  could  not  fail  to  exasperate  the 
tnhabitaiits,  and  the  impossibility  of  executing  such  a  scheme 
after  the  first  appearance  of  the  enemy,  he  will  be  found 
excusable,  if  not  altogether  blameless.      Some  houses  and 
windmills  were  actually  deipolisbed,  so  as  to  clear  the  espfa- 
l^de  and  the  approaches.     All  the   wine   in  the  cellars  of 
St.  Philip's  town  was  destroyed,  and  the  butts  were  carried 
into  the  castle,  where  they  might  serve  for  gabions  and  tra- 
verses*     Five- and' twenty  Minorquin   bakers    were  hired, 
and  a  large  number  of  cattle  brought  iiito  the  fort,  for  the 
benefit  of  the   garrison.     The  ports  were  walled  up,  the 
posts  assigned,  the  sentinels   placed,  and  all  the  different 
guards    appointed.     Commodore    £dgecum1)e,    who    then 
anchored  in  the  harbour  of  Mahon,  close  under  the  walls  of 
the  castle,  sailed  away  with  his  little  squadron,  consisting 
of  the  Chesterfield,  princess  Louisa,  Portland,  and  Dolphin, 
after  having  left  all  his  marines,  a  detachment  from  Gib- 
raltar, the  whole  crew  of  the   Porcupine '  sloop,  and  the 
greater  part  of  the  Efolphin's,  as  a  reinforcement  to  the  fort, 
under  the  immediate  direction  and  command  of  captain 
Scroop,  of  the  Dolphin,  who,  with  great  gallantry,  offered 
himself  for  this  severe  duty,  and  bravely  signalized  binijself 
during  the  whole  siege.     The  French  admiral  might  cer- 
tsiinly  hate  blocked  up  this  harbour  in  such  a  manner,  a^ 
would  have  prevented  the  escape  of  these  ships,  and  divers 
other  rich  merchant  vesisels,  which  .happened  then  to  be  at 
Mahon :  but,  in  all  probability,  they  purposely  allowed  them 
to  abandon  fiie  place,  which,  on  any  emergency,  or  assault, 
their  crews  and  officers  would  have  considerably  reinforced. 
The  enemy  were  perfecdy  acquainted  with  the  great  extent 
of  the  work&,  and  the  weakness  of  the  garrison,  from  .which 
circumstance  they  derived  the  most  sanguine  t|ppes  that  the 
4place  might  be  suddenly  taken,  without  th%  trouble  of  a 
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regular  siege*  Aftef  Mr.  Edgecombe  had  sailed  for  Gib- 
raltar, and  general  Blakeney  had  ordered  a  sloop  to  be  sunk 
in  the  channel  that  leads  to  the  harbour,  the  French  squa- 
iiron  made  its  appearance  at  this  part  of  the  island ;  but^ 
without  having  attempted  any  thing  against  the  fort,  fell  tp 
leeward  of  cape  M ola.  Next  day  they  cam«  in  sight  again, 
but  soon  bore  away,  and  never  afterwards,  during  the  whole 

-  -course  of  the  siege,  approached  so  near  as  to  ,  give  the 
'garrison  the  least  disturbance. 

§  XVI.  On    the    twenty-second   day    of    April,    the 
governor  4^nt  a  drummer  to  the  French  general  with  a  let- 

,ter,  desiring  to  know  his  reasons  for  invading  the  island* 
IV)  this  an  answer  was  returned  by  the  duke  de  Richelieu, 
declaring  he  was  come  with  intention  to  reduce  the  island 
under  the  dominion  of  his  most  christian  majesty,  by  way 
of  retaliation  for  the  conduct  of  his  master,  who  had  seized 
and  detained  the  ships  belonging  to  the  king  of  France  and 
his  subjects.  If  we,  may  judge  from  the  first  operations  of 
ibis  nobleman,  he  was  but  indifferently  provided  with  engl- 

.  neers  :  for,  instead  of  beginning  his  approaches  on  the  side 
of  St.  Philip's  town,  close  by  t]^e  outworks,  where  he  might 
have  been  screened,  from  the  fire  of  the  garrison,  his  batte- 
ries were  erected  at  cape  Mola,  on  the  other  side  of  the  har- 
bour, where  they  were  more  exposed,  their  fire  much  less 
effectual,  and  indeed  at  too  great  a  distance  to  be  of  any. 

'  service.  The  fire  of  St.  Philips  was  so  severe,  and  the 
cannon  so  well  served  on  this  quarter,  that  in  a  little  time 
the  enemy  thought  proper  to  change  their  plan  of  attack, 
;E^d  advance  on  the  side  of  St.  Philip's  town,  which  ought 
to  have  been  the  first  object  of  their  consideration,  especially 
as  they  cpuld  find  little  or  no  earth  to  fill  their  gabions,  and 
ppen  their*  trenches  in  the  usual  form.  .  On  the  twelfth  of 
iMay,  about  nine  at  night,  they  opened  two  bomb  batteries 
near  the  place  where  the  windmills  hgd  been  destroyed : 
^nd  from  that  period  an  incessant  fire  was  kept  up  on  both 
^;des,  from  mortars  and  cannon,  the  French  continuing  to 
raise  new  batteries  in  every  situation  from  whence  they 
£Ould  annoy  the  besieged. 

§  XVII.  On.  the  sevjenteenth  day  of  the  months  the 
garrison  were  transported  with  joy  at  the  sight  of  th^  Bri- 
tish squad!ro%  popiinanded   by   admiral   B^^ng ;  and  Mtt 
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Boyd,  commissary  of  the  ^ores,  ventured  to  embark '  in  a 
small  boat,  with  six  oars,  which  passed  from  St.  Stephen's 
cove,  a  creek  on  the  west  side  of  the  fortification,  through  a 
shower  of  cannon  and  musketry  from  the  enemy's  post  on 
Ae  other  side,  and  actually  reached  the  open  sea,  his  design 
being  to  join  the  squadron ;  but  this  being  at  a  great  dis- 
tance, stretching  away  to  the  southward,  and  Mr*  Boyd 
perceiving  himself  chased  by  two  of  the  enemy's  light  ves- 
sels, he  returned  by  the  same  route  to  the  garrison,  without 
having  sustained  the  least  damage.  A  circumstance  which 
]^tnly  confutes  the  notion  of  Mr.  Byng,  that  it  was  imprac* 
ticable  to  open  a  communication  with  the  garrison  of  St. 
Philips.  Next  day  the  hopes  of  the  besieged,  which  had 
prognosticated  a  naval  victory  to  the  British  squadron,  9 
speedy  relief  to  themselves,  and  no  less  than  ^pptivity  to 
the  assailants,  were  considerably  damped  by  the  appearance 
of  th*  French  fleet,  which  quietly  returned  to  their  station 
oflF'the  harbour  of  Mahon.  That  same  evening  they  were 
told  by  a  deserter  that  the  English  fleet  had  been  worsted 
in  an  engagement  by  M.  de  la  Galissonniere ;  and  this 
information  was  soon  confirmed  by  a  general  discbarge,  or 
fou  de  joicj  through  the  whole  French  camp,  to  celebrate 
the  victory  they  pretended  to  have  obtained.  How  little 
«oever  they  had  reason  to  boast  of  any  advantage  in  th^ 
>attion,  the  retreat  of  the  English  squadron  was  undoubtedly 
equivalent  to  a  victory ;  for  had  Mr.  Byng  acquired  and 
maintained  the  superiority  at  sea,  the  French  forces,  which 
had  beeindisembarked  in  Minorca,  would,  in  all  probability, 
have  been  obliged  to  surrender  prisoDiers  of  war  to  his  ^rft* 
tannic  majesty.  The  case  was  now  much  altered  iii  their 
favour:  their  squadron  cruised  about  the  islapd  without 
molestation:  and  they  daily  received,  by  means  of  their ^ 
transports,  reinforcements  of  men  and  ammuqition,  as  well 
as  constant  supplies  of  provisions. 

$  XVin.  The  English  garrison,  however  mortified  :|t 
finding  themselves  thus  abandoned,  resolved  to  acquit  them- 
selves i\jth  gallantry  in  th^  tlefence  of  the  place,  not  with- 
out some  remaining  hope  that,  the  Englisll  squadron  wou)d 
be  reinforced,  and  ret\irn  to  their  relief.  In  the  meantime, 
tliey  sustained  and  retorted  the  enemy^s  fire  witifv  undaunted 
resold  tion.    They  ^remounted  cannon,  the  carria^  qf  which 
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had  been  dierabled :  they  removed  them  CKCMomtAly  t6  pkn 
ces  from  whenee  it  was  judged  they  could. do  the  greatest 
execution:  they  repaired  breaches,  restored  i^ieroiis,  and 
laboured  with  surprising  alatctity,  even  when  they  were  scur* 
bounded  by  the  nomefons  batteriies  of  the  ibe;  when  ihellv 
embrasures^  atid  even  the  parapets,  were  demolished^  and 
fhey  stood  exposed  not  only  to  the  cannon  and  mortars,  but 
also  to  the  musketry,  which  fired  upon  them^  without  cea»« 
ing,  from  the  windows  of  the  houses  in  the  town  of  Sib 
Philip.  By  this  time,  they  were  invested  with  an  army  td 
tWent3r  thousand  men^  Atd  plied  incessantly  from  sixiy^tito 
battering  cannon,  twenty^one  mortars^  and  four  bowttzert^ 
besides  the  smalt  arms :  nevertheless,  the  loss  of  men  whhhi 
the  fortress  was  very  inconsiderabie,  the  garrison  being 
Hiostly  s<|M^ed  iti  the  subterranean  works,  which  were 
impenetrable  io  shells  or  shot*  By  the  twentyseventh  dajr 
of  June  th^y  bad  made  a  practicable  breach  in  one  of  tk« 
ravelins,  ^dd  damngsd  di^  other  outworks  to  such  a  degt>ee^ 
that  they  determkied  this  night  to  givt  a  general  ansatlit* 
Accordingly,  between  the  hours  of  ten  and  eleven^  thej 
iidv^ced  to  the  ftttack  from  all  quarters  on  the  tamd  aide. 
At  the  safne  time  a  strong  ^detachment,  in  armed  boatA, 
att^hi()tfed  to  forc0  the  harbour,  and  penetrate  into  die  creek, 
tailed  St*  Stephen's  Cove,  to  storm  fort  Charles^  arid  second 
the  attack  ilpon  f«yrt  Marlborough,  on  the  farther  sitle  of  the 
treek,  the  itiost  detached  of  ftll  the  outworks.  The  enemy 
Advanced  with  great  intrepidity,  and  their  commander,'  the 
ijuke  de  Richelieu,  is  said  tohsive  led  them  up  to  the  workft 
fn  |)ersbn»  9<ieh  cm  gssault  could  not  but  be  attended  witll 
l^rejit  siaughtet  i  th«y  were  mow«d  down,  as  they  apprO«ch«- 
"ed,  with  grape  shot  «tnd  musketry :  and  several  mines  wer0 
%pttlng  with  great  effiect,  so  that  the  glacis  was  nlmoat 
eoVet^d  with  the  dying  and  the  dead*  Nevertheless,  they 
persevered  with  uncommon  nesolutioU ;  and,  though  repul- 
Hth  Oh  ev^Nry  other  side,  at  length  made  a  lodgenient  in  the 
Qae^n^$  redoubt,  which  had  been  gready  diftnaged  by  their 
(!^hl)Qhv  Wliether  their  success  in  this  quarter  was  owing 
to  the  weftkrttrsf  of  tHe  ^laee^  or  to  the  timidity  of  the 
Aefendel^f  eerlai^  it  Is,  the  enemy  were  in  possession  befoii» 
it  Wi^s  k<iio^t)  to  the  oftcers  of  the  garrison :  for  lieutemijst 
volcmel  Jpefftife^,  liie  aecood  inxommmd,  who  had  ju:^mt4ed 
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kimtdf  doice  lifee  isofpiimilg  ot  <hft  d^ge  iritii  equal  eoumge^ 
•UU,  aad  activity,  in  his  visitftlion  of  this  post,  was  mxi* 
4moly  anrmonded  ^and^  taken  by  a  iie  ^  French  gf^nadicrst 
at  a  tkcie  when  iie  nevier  dneamed  they  had  saade  si  lodge* 
iiienc*  Majdr  Ctuiiiiagham>  "who  accompanied  him,  met 
Widt  a  iseyere  fate,  though  he  ^escaped  captivity:  be, was 
run  through  'die  ann  with  a  bayonet,  and  die  piece  being 
diachapged  at  the  same  time,  afaaltered  the  bones  of  hie 
hand  in  such  a  manner,  that  he  was  maimed  for  life.  la 
liu8  shocking  ooaditdon  he  retired  behind  a  traTerse,  and 
VKiis  .carried  home  to  4it8  quarters*^  Thus  ihe  governor  was 
doptived  of  ius  two  principal  as^istasks,  6ne  being  takeiiy 
and  the  other  disabled* 

$  XIX.  The  enemy  having  made  themselves  masters 
of  Anstnither's  and  the  Clueen'^s  redoubts,  from  which  per- 
haps they  might  have  been  dislodged,  had  a  vigorous  effort 
been  made  for  that  purpose^  before  they  had  leisure  to  se- 
oare  themselves,  the  duke  de  Richelieu  ordered  a  parley  to 
he  beat,  in  order  to  obtain  permission '  to  bury  the  dead^ 
^  andremoTC  the  wounded*     1%ie  request  wa6  granted  widi 
psore  hiioianity  than  dbcretion,  inasmuch  as  the  enemy 
lodk  this  opportunity  to  throw  a  reiaforcement  of  men  pri-* 
vately  into  the  places  where  the  lodgements  had  beenaaade^  . 
and  diese  penetrated  into  the  gallery  of  the  mines  which 
cwmmunicated  with  all  the  other  outworks.     Daring  this 
short  cessatioa,  general  Blakeney  summoned  a  council  of 
saar  do  «4<dib^i^^  upon  the  state  of  the  fort  and  garrison  i 
and  the  majority  declared  for  a  capitulation.     The  works 
were  in  a&any  places  ruined ;  the  body  of  the  castle  wa4 
tkattered;  many  guns  were  dismounted^  the  ei^rasurea 
aad^  parapets  demolished,  the  pallisadoes  brQke  in  pieceii, 
the  gaiirison  ejchaufeted  with  hard  duty  and  incessant  watch^ 
faig,  and  she  enemy  in  possession  of  the  subterranean  com«. 
munications.     Besides,  the  governor^  had  received  inform 
mation  from  prisoners,  that   the  duke  de  Richelil*u   was 
alarmed  by* a  report  that  the  marshal  duke  de  Belleiste 
would  be  sent  to  supersede  him  in  the  command,  and  for 
dthat  reason  would  hazard  another  desperate  assault^  which 
it  was  the  opinion  of  the  majority  the   garrisdn  could  not 
sustain*     These  considerations,  added  to  the  despair  «f 
relieved,  induced  him  to  demand  a  capitulation.  But 
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this  meMure  was  not  takea  with  the  uiuuiiaKias  cona<at  .of 
the  counseL  Some  officers  observed,. that  the  garrison  was 
\ery  little  ditninished,  and  still  in  good  sj[)irita; .  that  o^ 
breach  ^as  made  in  the  body  of  the  castle,  nor  a  single  cans- 
Hon  erc^ed  to  batter,  in  breach :  that  the  loss  of  an  t>ti^ 
work  was  never  deemed  a  sufficient  reason  for  surrenderiag 
such  a  fortress  :  that  the  counterscarp^  was  not  yet  taken, 
nor,  on  account  of  the  rocky  soil,  could  be  taken,  exce^ 
by  assault,  which  would  cost  the  enem.y  «  greater  nua»lM^ 
than  $hey  had  lost  in  their  late  attempt:  that  they.couU. 
tt6t  attack  the  ditch,  or  batter  in  breach,  before  the  coim*' 
terscarp  should  be  taken,  and  even  then  they  miaat  have 
recourse  to  galleries  before  they  could  pass  the  fosse,. whii^ 
was  furnished  with  mines  and  countermines  :  fimdly,  they 
suggested,  that  in  all  probability  the  British  squadron 
wpuld  be  reinforced,  and  sail  back  to  their  reJief ;  m*,  if  k 
should  not  return,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  governor  to  ck<^ 
fend  the  place  to  extremity,  without  having  any  regard  to 
the  consequences.  These  remarks  being  overruled,  the 
cb^made  was  beat,  a  conference  ensued,  and  very  honour- 
able conditions  were  granted  to  the  garrison,  in  considera^ 
tion  of  the  gallant  defence  they  bad  made*  This  it  muat 
be  owned  was  vigorous  while  it  lasted,  as  the  Frencli  gene- 
ral was  said  to  have  lost,  five  thousand  men  in  the  siege  ; 
whereas  the- loss  of  the  garrison,  which  at  first  fell  short  of 
three  thousand  men,  did  not  exceed  one  hundred*  The. 
capitulation  imported  that  the  garrison  should  march  eiftt 
with  all  the  honours  of  war,  and  be  conveyed  by  sea  Jto 
Gibraltar.  I'fae  French  were  put  in  possession  of  one  galc^ 
as  well  as  fort  Charles  and  Marlborough  redoubt :  but  the 
£ngUsh  troops  remained  in  the  other  works  till  the  aeventh 
day  of  July,  when  they  embarked.  In  the  mean  tim« 
reciprocal  civilities  passed  between  the  commanders  aid 
officers  of  both  natidhs. 

$  XX.  The  articles  of  capitulation  were  no  sooner  exe- 
cuted,  than  monsieur  de  la  Gayssonniere  sailed  back  to 
Toulon,  with  all  the  prizes  which  had  lain  at  anchor  in  the 
harbour  of  Mahon,  since  the  fort  of  St.  Philip  was  first 
invested.  In  all  probability,  the  safety  of  himself  and  his 
whole  squ'^dron  was  OM'ing  to  this  expeditious  retreat;  for 
:in  a  few  days  after  the  surrender  of  the  fort,  sir  £dwaixl 
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Ifaiwke's  fleet,  augm^ted  by  £ve"ships(  of  itie  fine,  which 
had  been  sent  from  England,  when  the  first  tidings  arrived 
of  Minorca's  being  invaded,  now  made  its  appearance  off 
tbe^slaiid :  but  by  this  time  Gadissonniere  was  retired,  and 
the  English  admiral  had  the  moitification  to  see  th«  French 
^colours  flying  upon  St.  Philip's  casde.  What,  perhaps^ 
chagrined  this  gallant  officer  still  more,  he  was  not  provided 
wkh  frigates,  sloops,  and  small  craft  to  cruise  round  the 
Mmd,^  and  intercept  the  supplies  which  were  daily  sent  to 
Ae  enemy.  Had  he  reached  Minorca  sooner,  he  might 
kav€  discomfited  the  French  squadron ;  but  tie  could  not 
have  raised  the  siege  of  St.  Philips,  because  the  duke  de 
Ridielieu  had  received  his  reinforcements,  and  such  afraid 
of  artillery  as  no  fortification  could  long  withstand.  In- 
deed, if' the  garrison  had  been  considerably  reinforced,  ,and 
the  oofiimantcation  with  it  opened  by  sea,  the  defence  would 
have  been  protracted,  and  so  many  vigorous  sallies  might 
h^ve  beeo  made,  that  their  assailants  would  have  had  cause 
to  repent  of  their  enterprise* 

$  XXI.  When  the  news  of  this  conquest  was  brought 
tot  Versailles,  by  die  count  of  Egmont,  whom  the  duke  de 
lu  had  despatched  for  that  purpose,  the  peopje  of 
were  transported  with  the  most  extravagant  joy<r 
Nothing  was  seen  but  triumphs. and  processions;  nothing 
heard  bu^  anthems,  congratulations,  and  hyperbolical  enco- 
miums upon  the  conqueror  of  Minorca,  who  was  celebrated 
m-  a  thousand  poems  and  studied  orations ;  while  the  con- 
duet  of  the  English  was  vilified  and  ridiculed  in  ballads, 
farces,  and  pasquinades.  Nothing  more  argues  the  degen- 
eracy of  a-  warlike  nation  than  the  pride  of  such  mean  tri- 
umph, for  an  advantage,  which,  in  more  vigorous  times, 
wMild  scarce  have  been  distinguished  by  the  ceremony  of 
a  T^tHeum  Laudamus.  Nor  is  this  childish  exultation, 
that  <disgraces  the  laurels  of  victory,  confined  to  the  king- 
doaa  of  France.  Truth  obliges  us  to  own,  that  even  the 
sulyeets  of  Great  Britain  are  apt  to  be  elevated  by  success 
inta  an  illiberal  insolence  of  self  applause,  and  contemptu- 
ous comparison*  This  ?nust  be  conde^nned  as  a  proof  of 
unmanly  arrogance,  and  absurd  self  conceit,  by  all  those 
who  coolly  reflect,  that  the  events  of  war  generall}^  if  not 
always,  depend  upon  the  genius  or  misconduct  of  one  indi- 
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vkhud.  Tbe  loss  of  Minorca  was  sev^erdy  felt  in  En^^aad^ 
as  a  natioiial  disgrace ;  isut,  instead  of  producttig  dejecdoii 
And  des^MMidence,  it  excited  an  universal  danour  of  rage 
and  resentment,  not  only  against  Mr.  B5rng,  who  kad  r^* 
treated  from  the  French  squadron ;  but  also  in  reproach  of 
t^e  administration,  which  was  uxed  with  having  aegtected 
die  security  of  Minorca*  Nay,  some  politicians  were  ia- 
flamed  into  a  suspicion,  that  this  important  place  had  beaft 
negatirely  betrayed  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  that  «a 
case  the  arms  of  Great  Britain  should  prosper  in  other 
parts  of  the  world,  the  French  king  might  have  some  aorc 
of  equivalent  to  restore  for  the  conquests  which  should  he 
abandoned  at  the  peace*  Thi«  notion,  however,  seems  lo 
have  been  conceived  from  prejudice  and  party,  irhich  noir 
began  to  appear  with  the  most  acrimonious  aspect,  not  oa^ 
throughout  the  united  kingdoms  in  genendl,  but  even  in  die 
sovereign's  councils* 

$  XXIL  Sir  Edward  Hawke,  being  disappointad  in  hia 
hope  of  encountering  La  Galissonniere,  and  relieving  the 
English  garrison  of  St.  Philips,  at  least  asserted  the  empire 
of  Great  Britain  in  the  Mediterrane;^,  by  atraoying  the 
commerce  of  the  enemy,  and  blocking  up  the  sqaadroo  m 
the  harbour  of  Toulon*  Understanding  that  the  Austrian 
government  at  Leghorn  had  detained  an  English  privateer, 
and  imprisoned  the  captain,  on  pretence  that  he  had  viola- 
ted the  neutrality  of  the  port,  he  detached  two  ships  of  war, 
to  insist,  in  a  peremptory  manner,  on  the  relea^  of  the 
ship,  effects,  crew,  and  captain  ;  and  they  thought  proper  to 
comply  with  his  demand,  even  without  waiting  for  orders 
from  the  court  of  Vienna*  The  person  in  whose 'behalf  the 
admiral  thus  interposed,  was  one  Fortunatus  Wright,  a 
native  of  Liverpool;  who,  though  a  stranger  to  a  sea  life, 
bad,  in  the  last  war,  equipped  a  privateer,  and  disttAguislied 
himself  in  such  a  manner,  by  his  uncommon  vigrlamie  stid 
valour,  that,  if  he  had  been  indulged  with  a  command  suit- 
able to  his  genius,  he  would  have  deserved  a^  honouraMe 
a  place  in  the  annals  of  the  navy,  as  that  which  the  Flefich 
have  bestowed  upon  their  boasted  Guai  Trbutn,  Da  Bart, 
and  Thurot*  An  uncommon  exertion  of  spifit  was  tho 
occasion  of  his  being  detained  at  thi»  juncture*  While  be 
lay  at.  anchor  in  the  harbour  of  Leghorn,  commander  of 
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fvrdLve  guMt  and  eighty  mMn^  a  large  French  xebeque, 
Mounted  with  ftLxteea  cannoo^  and  nearly  three  times  th« 
number  of  his  complement,  chose  her  station  in  view  of  the 
karbeur,  iii  order  to  mterrupt  the  British  commerce.  The 
gnUant  Wfi^t  oomUI  not  endure  this  insult:  notwithstand- 
ing.the  enemy's  ftttp^riority  m  metal  and  number  of  men, 
be ,  weighed  anchoir,  hoisted  hia  sailst  engaged  him  within 
tight  .of  tk^  shore^  and  after  a  very  obstinate  dispute,  in 
which  the'  cj^^laiai  lieutenant,  and  ^bove  threescore  of  thQ 
Men  belonging  to  the  xebeque  ware  killed  on  the  spot,  ho 
^«btiged  ibem  to  sheer  off  and  returned  to  the  harbour  in  tri-t 
ii«i^>h..  This  brave  corsair  would,  no  doubt,^  have  signa- 
Msed  hin^self  by.  nmny  other  exploits,  had  he  not,  in  thcS 
sequel,  been  overtaken  in  the  nsidst  of  his  career  by  a  dread** 
fel  at^m,  in  which  the  ship  foundering,  he  and  all  bis  crew 
perished* 

$  XXIII.  Sir  Edward  Hawke,  having  scoured  the 
Mediterranean,  and  insulted  the  enemy's  posts,  returned 
with  the  bomewiind  bound  trade  to  Gibraltar ;  from  whence^ 
about  the  latter  end  of  the  year,  he  set  sail  for  England 
With  part  of  his  aqtiadron,  leaving  the  rest  in  that  bay,  for 
the  protection  of  our  commerce,  which,  in  those  parts,  soon 
began  to  suffer  extremely  from  French  privateers,  that  now 
•warmed  in  tl^  Mediterranean.  General  Blakeney  had 
arrived  with  the  garrison  of  Minorca,  at  Portsmouth,  in  the 
month  of  November,  and  been  received  with  expressions  of 
lumi^Utous  joy :  every  place  through  which  he  passed  cele- 
l»raied  his  return  with  bonfires,  illuminations,  bell  ringing; 
and  acdamations :  every  moi^th  was  opened  in  his  praise, 
extolling  him  for  the  gallant  defence  he  had  made  in  tho 
castle  of  St*  Philip.  In  a  word,  the  peojde's  veneration  for 
Kakeney  increased  in  {M'oportion  to  their  abhorrence  of 
Byng  t  the  first  was  lifted  into  an  idol  of  admirajtiim,  while 
ihe  other  sunk  into  an  object  of  reproach  ;  and  they  were 
viewed  at.  different  ends  of  a  false  perspective,  through  the 
medium  of  prejudice  and  passion ;  of  a  perspective  artfully^ 
^a<H)trived,  and  applied  by  certain  ministers  for  the  purposes 
of  self  interest  and  deceit.  The  sovereign  is  s»id  to  havn 
bcMi  influenced  by  the  prepossession  of  the  s— — t.  Mr. 
Blakeney  met  with  a  gracious  reception  from  his  majestjr^  ^ 
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who  raised  him  to  the  rank  of  an  Irish  Baros,  in  considera*-' 
tioQ  of  his  faithful  services,  while  some  malcoiitesits  iiiur*^ 
aiured  at  this  mark  of  favour,  as  an  unreasonable  aa€riiice< 
to  popular  misapprehension. 

$  XXIV*  In  the  beginning  of  the  ye:ur,  the  measures 
taken  by  the  government  in  England  seem  to  have  been  ^ 
chiefly  dictated  by  the  dread  of  an  invasion,  from  which 
the  ministers  did  not  think  themselves  secured  by  the  guard- 
ships  and  cruisers,  on  different  parts  of  the  coast,  or  the 
standing  army  of.  the  kingdom,  though  reinforced  by  the 
two  bodies  of  German  auxiliaries.  A  considerable  nnm** 
her  of  new  troops  was  levied;  the  success  in  recruitings 
was  cnly  promoted  by  the  landholders  throughout  the 
kingdom,  who  thought  their  estates  were  at  stake,  and  for 
that  reason  encouraged  their  dependents  to  engage  in  the 
service;  but^also  in  a  great  measure  owing  to  a  dearth  o£ 
com,  which  reduced  the  lower  class  of  labourers  to  such 
distress,  that  some  insurrections  were  raiised,  and  many 
enlisted  with  a  view  to  obtain  a  livelihood,  which  otber-^ 
wise  they  could  not  earn.  New  ships  of  war  were  built, 
and  daily  put  in  commission ;  but  it  was  found  impracticable 
to  man  them,  without  having  recourse  to  the  odious  and 
illegal  practice  of  impressing  sailors,  which  must  always'  be  a 
reproach  to  every  free  people.  Notwithstanding  large 
bounties,  granted  by  the  government  to  vc^nteers,  it  wait 
found  necessary  to  lay  an  embargo  upon  all  dipping,  and 
impress  all  the  seamen  that  could^  be  found,  without  any 
regard  to  former  protections :  so  that  ail  the  merchant 
ships  were  stripped  of  their  hands,  and  foreign  commerce 
for  some  tinie  wholly  suspended.  Na}^  the  expedient  of 
compelliiig  men  into  the  service  was  carried  to  an  unusual 
degree  of  oppression ;  for  rewards  Were  publicly  offered  to 
those  who  should  discover  where  any  seamen  lay  concealed ; 
so  that  those  unhappy  people  were  in  some  respects  treated 
like  felons,  dragged  from  their  families  and  connexions  to 
confinement,  mutilation,  and  death,  and  totally  cut  off  from 
the  enjoyment  of  that  liberty,  which,  perhaps,  at  the  expense 
of  their  lives,  their  own  arms  had  helped  to  preserve,  in 
ftivour  of  their  ungrateful  country.' 

z  At  rhis  juncture,  «  number  of  public  Bfuritecl  merehftuts  of  the  4yty  of  I.OB- 
ion,  and  oibers>  funned  tiicinsclves  In  a  very  iitudable  association,  under  the 


t 

$  XXV.  AbofUt  fl^^iQr  ihips  %A  ^e  Ibe  wtd  thrtcsoort 
frigsHe^  Mnere  already,  equipped,  md  ooosiderabl^  bodies  of 
l«Dd  focees  oasemUcd,  whea^  oa  the 'third  4ay  of  Febraary, 
St  pcoelaaiation  was  issued,  requiring  all  ofiocrs^  civil  and 
finUitary,  upon  the  first  appearance  of  aay  hostile  attempt  lo 
laoid  upon  the  coasts  <if  the  kingdom,  inl|tn«dta«riy  to  cause 
sU  horses,  oxen,  or  <^tle,  which  might  be  fit  ibr  draught 
or  bufdea^  and  not  actually  «mplciyed  in  tha  kkig'a  servtcei 
or  in  the  defence  of  die  country,  and  also  (so  ftr.as  might 
he  practicalde)  all  other  cattle  and  provisions)  to  he  drivent 
aad  r^a^nred  twenty  miles  at  kast  from  tfafe  place  where 
siieh  hostile  attempt  ahouid  be  madc^  aad  to  siaeure  ^he 
same,  so  as  that  they  might  not  fall  into  the  hands  or  powet 
ofuhose  who  shoald  make  such  attempt :  regard  being  had^ 
however,  that  the  respective  owners  should  suffer  as  Uttk 
4a6iage  as  might  be  consistent  with  the  public  safety*  : 

%  XXVI.  As  the  ministiy  were  determined  to  make 
their  chief  efforts  against  the  eneimy  in  North  America, 
where  the  first  hostilities  had  been  committed,  and  where 
the  strongest  impression  cmdd  be  made,  a  detachment  of 
two  regiments  was ,  sent  thither^  under  the  conduct  qf 
general  Abercrombie,  appointed  as  successor  to  general 
3hirley,  whom  they  had  .  rec^lle^v  as  a  person  no  w$iys 
qualified  to  conduct  military  operations :  nor,  indeed  coul4 
any  success  in  war  be  expected  from  a  man  who  had  not 
been  trained  to  arms,  nor  ever  acted  but  in  a  eivU  capacity. 
But  the  commander  in  chief  of  all  the  forces  in  America 
was  conferred  upon  the  earl  of  Loudoun,  a  noblemsn  of  m 
aoiiable  character,  who  had  already  distinguished  himself 
in  the  service  of  his  country.  Over  and  above  this  com* 
mand,  be  was  now  appointed  governor  of  Virginia,  rand 
colonel  of  a  rbyal  American  regiment,  consisting  of  four 
'  ]|>aUalions,  to  be  raised  in  that  country,  and  disciplined  by 
officers  of  experience,  invited  from  foreign  service*  Ml^ 
Abercrombie  set  sail  for  America  in  March ;  but  the  earl 
of  LQudoun,  who  directed  in  chief  the  plan  of  operations, 

name  of  the  Marine  Soi^tcty,  and  contributed  00B«}4eraUe  rfuuM  of  sioney  ^ 
equipping  such  or|>hanfl,  friendless,  and  fori»m  hoys,  as  were  wiUing  t»  eofage 
in  the  service  of  the  navy.  In  conaequanoe  of  this  «Ka<iUeBt  f4a«,  vlijkJ^  wsi  • 
executed  with  equal  zeal  and  diseixtioo,  many  thouaands  4ir<»«  resiwed  l^tHm 
misery,  and  rendered  useful  members  of  that  society,  of  wKiob  ^ey  iiHWtJiavfB 
been  the  bane  and  reproacl^  without  this  humane  iotearpotitios. 

Vol.  UI.  O  o 
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tttd  wfts  Tested  wink  poir^r  mid  avtlMnritjr  little  infiBriiir  to 
Apte  of  a  viceroy,  did  not  «mbark  till  theUtter  end  of  May*, 
4  XXVII.  All  these  previous  mea^iifes  beioff  taken, 
his  mi^esty,  in  the  coarse  of  the  saqie  month,  thoui^  pro- 
per to  publish  a  declaradon  of  war,*  ag^st  the  Froich 
king,  importing,  that,  since  the  treaty  of  Aix»lA«ChapeHe, 
the  usurpations  and  encrpachasenis  made  upon  the  British 
territories,  in  America,  had  been  notortous :  that  his  Bri- 
tannic majesty  had,  in  divers  serious  ref^'esentadoiis  to 
the  court  of  Versailles,  complained  of  these  repeated  acts  of 
violence,  and  demsmded  satisfaction  ;  but  notwithstmdii^ 
the  repeated  assurances  given  by  the  French  king,  that 
every  thing  should  be  settled  agreeably  to  the  treaties  strin 
aisting  between  the  two  crowns,  and  particularly  that  the 
evacuation  of  the  four  neutral  islands  in  the  West  Indies 
should  be  effected,  the  execution,  of  these  assurances,  and  of 
the  treaties  on  which  they  were  founded,  had  been  evaded 

s  Wlien  th^  Freneli  Bmbundor  returned  to  liondoiiy  he  proposed  that 
order*  should  be  immediately  despatched  to  the  ED|1ish  goTemors  in  America, 
vith  express  orders  to  desist  from  any  new  vndertakinir,  mid  all  aets  of  bostilitr ; 
tiot  with  regaitl  to  the  lands  on  the  Ohio,  to  put,  i^ithout  delay,  matters  on  the 
.nme  fbotin|;  in  which  they  stood  before  the  late  war,  that  the  respeebVe  claims 
of  both  nations  might  be  amicably  referred  to  tke  eomrnissarier  at  Paris.    The 
British  court  a^ed  to  the  cessation  of  hostilities,  and  the  discussion  of  the  dis- 
pute by  the  minislers  of  the  two  erowns,  on  eondition  that  all  the  possessions  ift 
America  diould  be  previously  put  in  the  situation  prescribed  by  the  treaty  of 
ITtrecht,  confirmed  by  that  of  Aix-ht-Chapelle.    The  French  ministry,  instead  of 
•omplyins  with  this  condition,  produced  an  e^iMTe  draft  of «  fn^limiMiry  oonvett*' 
tiou,  and  this  was  answered  by  a  counter  proposal :  «t  length  the  ambassador  of 
France  demanded,  as  prelimraary  conditions,  that  Great  Britain  would  renounce 
all  claim  to  the  south  coast  of  the  river  St  Lawrence,  and  the  lakes  that  dis- 
charge themselves  into  that  river ;  cede  to  the  French  twenty  leagues  of  country 
tyipg  akmg  the  river  of  Fundy,  which  divides  Aeadia,  or  Nova  Scotia  i  and  all  the 
land  between  the  river?  Ohio  and  Ouabache.  A  memorial  was  afterwards  present- 
ed on  the  same  subject,  hicluditog  the  affair  of  the  neutral  islands  in  the  West 
Indies ;  but  this  was  amply  refuted  in  aoothevpieae,  in  which  the  British  minis- 
try observed,  tl»at  even  at  this  very  opening  of  the  commission  established  »t 
Paris,  for  tenuinating  amicably  the  dis^ites  in  North^Aro^ea,  the  French 
invaded  Kova  Scotia,  erected  three  forts  in  the  heart  of  that  province,  and  vt^ould 
have  destroyed  the  English  settlement  at  Halifax,  had  they  not  been  prevented  : 
that  th|^  like  hostilities  were  committed  u|M>n  his  Britannic  majesty's  sul^eotson 
the  Ohio  and  Indian  lakes,  where  the  governors  appointed  br  the  Fi^ench  king, 
without  any  shadow  of  right,  prohibited  the  English  from  trading ;  seized  th«r 
traders  by  fofee,  and  sent  them  prisoners  to  France  ;  Invaded  the  territDrtes  of 
Virginia,  attacked  a  fort  that  covered  its  frontier,  and  to  secure  their  usurpations, 
ereeted,  with  an  armed  tbrce,  a  chain  of  forts  on  the  lands^  which  tKey  had 
invaded :  that  his  Britannic  majesty  had  coro]>lained  of  these  hostilities  to  the 
court  of  Versailles,  but  without  effect  j  so  that  he  found  himself  obliged  to  pro- 
'Tide  for  the  security  of  his  snb)eeu;  and  as  the  encroachments  made  by  France 
were  hostile,  it  could  never  be  unlawful,  or  iireconcilabie  with  the  assurance  of 
his  m»j$:sty's  peaceable  disposition,  tore|)el  an  aggressor;  and  that  the  same  mO-- 
tives  of  self-defence  had  forced  him  to  seize  the  French  ships  and  sailors,  in  order 
to  deprive  that  court  of  the  means  of  making  an  invasion,  with  which  Iheir  niinis^ 
l^irs  m  all  the  courts  of  Europe  Ipad  menaeed  Englf^nd. 
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under  die  mott  Artv<4ous  pretences,:  that  the  iM>ju«l^iteUe 
prae^cesof  the  Freacfa  governors,  aikl  officers  scttngimder 
their  authority,  were  still  continue^,  until  they  broke  out  in 
open  acts  of  hosti&y  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
^b^  and  fift^^Cour;  when,  in  time  of  profound  peace,  ' 
widiout  any  deckratimi  of  war,  widiout  any  previous 
notici;  given,  ica  ^>plicatioB  mide,  a  body  of  French 
troops  commanded  by  an  officer  bearing  the,  French  king's 
eommission,  attacked  in  a  hostile  manner,  susd  ^k  posses* 
sh>n  oi  an  fing^mh  fort  on  the  river  Ohio,  in  North  Ame- 
rica: that  great  uaval  armaments  were  prepared  in  the 
ports  of  France,  and  a  considerable  body  of  French  troopa 
embHurked  for  diat  country :  diatalthough  the  French  ambas* 
wado^  was  sent  back  to  England  with  specious  prbfessk>n9 
of  a  desire  to  accommodate  dicne  differences,  it  appear* 
•d  their  real  design  was  only  to  amuse  and  gain  time  fof 
die  passage  of  these  supi^ies  and  reinforcement,  which  they 
hoped  would  secure  the  superiority  of  the  French  forces  in 
America,  and  ^naUe  them  to  carry  their  ambitious  and 
oppressive  projects  into  execudon :  that  in  consequence  of 
the  just  and  necessary  measures  taken  by  the  king  of  Great 
Britain  for  preventing  the  success  of  such  a  dangerous, 
design^  the  French  ambassador  was  immediately  recalled 
frob^  England,  the  fortifications  ;of  Dunkirk  were  enlarged^ 
great  bodies  of  trqops  marched  down  to  the  seacoasts  at  • 
France,  and  the  Brtdsh  dominions  threatened  with  an  in* 
vastott  t  that  though  the  king  of  England,  in  .order  to  frus- 
trate such  intentions  had  given  orders  for  seizing  at  sea 
the  ships  of  the  French  king  and  his  subjects,  yet  he  had  ^ 

hitherto  contented  himself  with  detaining  those  ships  which 
had  be^i  taken,  and  preserving  their  cargoes  entire,  without 
proceeding  to  confiscation :  but  it  being  at  last  evident  from 
the  hostile  invasion  of  Minorca,  that  the  court  of  Ver- 
saUles  was  determined  to  reject  all  proposals  of  accommo*  ^ 
dation,  and  carry  on  the  war  with  the  utmost  violence,  his 
Britannic  majesty,  could  no  longer,  consistently  with  the 
honour  of  his.  crown,  and  the  welfisre  of  his  subject^ 
remain  within  those  bounds,  which  from  i|  desire  of  peace 
he  had  hitherto  observed*  A  denunciation  of  war  followed 
in  the  usual  form,  and  was  concli^ed  with  an  assurance,  \ 

that  all  the  French  subjects  residing  in  Great  Britain  and 
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IrchMid)  in4io  flhoidd  dbfaetft  thwaaelrqi  dtitifnlfy  to 
tlie  govcvMneat,  Might  d^pffioik  npwi  ttt  f  totectioii,  and  be 
safe  In  tbetr  persons  and  efcets* 

$  XXVIII.  I»  the  begimiiiv  of  JtNie  the  French  kmg 
declared  war  m  hia  turn  against  his  Rritaaiiic  majesty^  an4 
Ms  df  claj-atioa  was  coucheid  in  terms  of  uncommon  asperity* 
He-  artfully  threw  a  shade  over  the  beginnoigp  of  hostUkiea 
in  North  Ameriea,  referring  ta  a  wensoiisL  which  had  beea 
delivered  to  the  several  courts  of  £urofHE[»  coatasBing  a 
suaimary  of  those  Isets  which  related  ^o  Ae?  present  war^ 
and  the  nego|ialiona  b^  which  it  had  heea  preceded.  He 
intfsted  on  the  attack  made  by  the  king  of  fiagfaiad,  ia,ths 
year  one  thousaod  seven  baadred  aad  liftr^-feut,  oa  dM 
Frendi  possessions  m  North  Aaicricai  aad  a&erwards  bf 
the  Soglhh  navy  oia  the  navigation  and  commerce  o£  tbe 
Preneh*  suhjiects,  in  conteaq>t  of  the  lanr  of  ^fftV^afit  a*d 
dir^tt  viohitbn  of  treaties*  He  caaeplauifid  that  thia  Freadi 
soldieins  afad  sailova  underwent  the  liarshest  treataaeat  in 
ihle  %itish  isks,  exceeding  those  botsada  which  are  pnt 
strihed  to  the  most  rigoroas  righte  of  wiar^  bg  the  law^  of 
nature,  and  coasmon  humanity.  He  affirmed^  than  whilo 
the  Englieh  ministry,  under  the  appearance  of  sinooritf, 
issposed  upon  the  French  ambassador  with  false  pfotea* 
tatioas^  others  diametrieaUy  opposite. to  these  doceitial 
assurances  of  a  speedy  accommodaeioo  wcse  actttally*  cae» 
ryinf»  into  eaecutioa  in  North  America :  Thatwhtle  the 
court  of  London  employed  every  caballi^  act^  and,  atpiMit 
dered  away  the  subndies.  o£  England,  to  instagaie  'odmr 
powers  against  Fraaccv  his  moat  christian  aaajesty  did  mat 
even  asl^  of  diese  powers,  the*  succomrs  which,  guavaaiees 
and  defensive  tveatiee  authoriaed  hies  ta  dsmaadi:  hot 
#eeommended  to  theaa  such  measuies  op^  as  tended*  ts 
their  own  peace  and  security:  That  while  the.  JtsgUA 
navy,  by  the  asost'  odious  violenaes,.  and-  seasctiaes  by  tbe 
tikst  artf&ces  made  captores  o£  Fcench  vessels,,  navigating 
h»  futt'  security  under,  tbe  sa&guacd  of  public  £siik,  Us 
most  christian'  majesty  released  aa  English  frigate,  taken  b|r 
a  French  s<|uadroa.;:  and  Bsitish.  vessels,  traded  to  the  ports 
of  f^iuice  withoue  molestation*.  That  the  sttnkangr  contrast 
formed  by  these-  d&fiejrent  methods  of  pnoceeding  would 
eoavilice  all  Sutv|^e,vthiit  oae  ceun;  was.  guided  fay  motives 
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of  jeaikMajr,  mhttth>n»  iad  M«ri»c,  wmAAmt  fki»  oaodiict  of 
Ae  other  wmr  fbundcdl  oo  priiwipks  of  haiiottr,.ja»tice^  aod 
modMrarioB :  That  the  vague  ioaputalioBs  conteined  is  the 
kaig:  of  Eng^od's  dedarstmii  bod  im  ttwMky  no  foiuidatMm  ; 
omI  the  very  ittaiMftcr  m  which  they  Were  $el  fordu  ivooW 
p[txve. .  tbcir  fudlitif  woA  fi^Aefaood :  Thai  the  meinaoii 
n—if  of  the  worke>  aft  Danloirk,.  and  the  troops  assembled 
Ob  the  coasts  of  the  oceoD^>  kaplied  the  most  gross  attempt 
10  decetve.maiihtad  ii^o  a  bcUef  that  di^e  were  the  powte 
which.  >detenaund  the  khig  of  Eog^aad  to  issue  orders  Cor 
acdtting  tfas  Fvench^Teasek;  whereas  the  works  at  Dunkirk 
wecenDl'begim  riU.  after  two  Froncfa  ships  of  war  had  beea 
takoBXki  by  an  Eai^nh  squadron  ;  and  depredations  had  bees 
comHutted  she  mondis  upoft  the  subjects  of  France  before 
the  ^fint  battaiedna  began  their  march  for  the  seaside*  ia 
a.  wordy,  the  most  christian  king,  laying  aside  that  poUtencf^ 
and  docomnk.on  which  bts  people  value  diemselves  above 
att  the  nations  upon,  the  face  of  >  the  earth,  very  rcHuidly 
taaica  bin  brother  monarch's  administration  with  piracy, 
^esfidy,.  ialnmiaaity,  and  deceit.  A  charge  conveyed  ia 
suck  reproadiful  terms,  against  one  of  the  most  respectable 
cnawned  heads  in  Europe,  will  appear  the  osore  extia.*- 
ordmary  and  mjurioua,  if  we  consider  that  the  accusen 
Were  wdt  acquainted  widb  the  falsi^  of  their  own  impn* 
MGHMIS9  and  ar  the  same  time  conscious  of  having  practised 
those  very  arts  which  they  aJEected  so  much  to  decry.  ^  Fof 
afitor  all,  it  imist  be  allowed,  that  nothing  could  be  justly 
wrjged  against  the  English,  government^  with  respect  to 
France^  except  tfae^  omission  of  a  mere  form,  which  other 
antions  migha  interpret  into  an  irregularity,  but  could 
aoC  conairue  into  perfidious  dealing,  as  the  French  had 
prevfouafy  vrolatisd  the  peace  by  their  insolence  and 
encroachmeaes.  ,  / 

$  XXIX.  Whatever  might  have  been  the  opinion  of 
odiM  nations,  certain  it  is,  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain 
heartily  approved  of  the  hostilities  commiued  and  intended 
agaiase  a  people  whom  they  have  always  considered  as 
their  natural  enemies,,  and  the  incendiaries  of  Europe. 
They  cheerfully  contributed  to  the  expense  of  armaments,^ 

^  t^ftnmediflteljr  after  tKe  deetenrtion  of  war,  the  Frenoh  ships  and  earfroes   ^ 
which  ftad  been  taken  were  tried,  and  oondemned  as  legal  prizes,  exjKised  to 
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and  seemed  io  approve  of  their  detiintiwi»  a  hopes  of 
being  able  to  wipe  off  the  disgrpMes  Ihey  had  siistaiBed  ia 
the  defeat  of  Braddock,  and  the  loos  pf  Minorca.  The  but 
event  made  a  deep  impression  upon  the  minds,  of  die  commu- 
nity. An  address  was  presented  to  the  king  by  the  knd 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  common  cottnctt  of  London,  coo* 
taining  strong  hints  to  the  disadvantage  aS  the  ministvy. 
They  expressed  their  apprehension,  that  the  loos  of  ike 
important  fortress  of  Su  Philip  and  island  of  Minorca, 
possessions  of  the  utmost  consequence  to  the  commerce 
and  naval  strength  of  Great  Britain,  without  any  attempt 
by  timely  and  effectual  succours  to  prevent  or  defeat  an 
attack,  after  such  early  notice  of  the  enemy's  insentiom^ 
and  whenr  his  majesty's  navy  was  so  evidently  superior  to 
theirs,  would  be  an  indelible  reproach  on  the  honour  of  the 
British  nation.  They  expatiated  upon  the  imminent  dan- 
ger to  which  the  British  possessions  in  America  were 
exposed,  by  the  mismanagement  and  delays  which  had 
attended  the  defence  of  those  invaluable  colonies,  the  object 
of  the  present  war,  the  principal  source  of  the  weakh  and 
strength  of  these  kingdoms.  They  lamented  the  want  of  a 
oonstitutional  well  regulated  militia,  the  most  natural  and 
certain  defence  against  all  invadors  whatsoever.  Thqr 
signified  their  hope,  that  the  authors  6f  the  late  losses  and 
disappointments  woidd  be  detected,  and  brought  to  condign 
punishment :  that  his  majesty's  known  intentions  of  pro* 
tecting  and  defending  his  subjects  in  their  rights  and  pos- 
sessions might  be^  faithfully  and  vigorously  carried  inft 
execution  ;  and  the  large  supplies  so  necessarily  demanded, 
aiid  so  cheerfully  grianted,  might  be  religiously  applied  to 
the  defence  of  these  kingdoms,  their  colonies,  and  dieir 
commerce,  as  well  as  to  the  annoyance,  of  their  inveterate 
and  perfidious  enemies,  the  only  sure  means  of  obtaining  a 
lasting  and  honourable  peace.  In  answer  to  this^  address 
the  king  assured  them,  thaty^he  would  not  fail  to  do  justice 
upon  any  persons  who  should  have  been  wanting  in  their 
duty  to  him  and  their  country;  to  enforce  obedience  and 
discipline   in  his  fleets   and   armies;    and  to  support  the 

public  sale,  and  their  produce  lodged  in  the  bank ;  but  in  what  manner  m 
mouey,  amouuting  to  a  lai^e  sum,  was  di&tributed  or  e^nployed,  ve  have  notbeea 
able  to  discover.     . 
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tiithorkjr  te<l  ratpft^  due  to  his  gorenmsettt*  SemoattraticeiB 
of  the«ftaflii«  kind  were  pfeeeoted  1^  different  counties  and' 
corporations ;  and  the  pc^mlace  dsMnonred  aloud  for  inquiry 
andjustioe*   .  .  /- 

\  XXX*  The  first  victiin  offered  to  the  enraged  niult}« 
tude  was  the  unfortunate  general  Fowke,  who  had  been 
dffiHy  governor  of  Gtt»raltar,  and  behaved  with  remarkable 
Gooduct  md  imegrity  in  the  exercise  of  diat  important 
office,  tiU  tl^t  period,  when  he  fell  under  the  displeasure 
tA  the  government.  He  was  now  brought  to  trial  before  a 
^  tioard  of  g^aeral  offieers,  and  accused  of  having  disobeyed 
the  orders  he  had  received  from  the  secretary  at  war  in 
three  ^successive  letters,^  touching  the  relief  of  Minorcsi. 

c  To  IdeuU  Gen.  Fowke,  or,  in  his  absence,  to  the  Commander  in  CJdef  in  hit. 

fMdJeety's  g'arriton  ©/"Gibraltar. 
SLR^  fTar  OiEre^MarehSI,  1756. 

I  am  commanded  to  acquaint  rou,  that  it  is  his  majesty's  pleasure  thaf yoit 
ateeive  ii^  yoar  sarriaon,  lord  liobert  Bevtie's  regiment^  to  do  duty  there ;  and' 
in  case  jon  should  apprehend  that  the  French  intend  to  make  any  attempt 
ufxin  his  majesty's  island  of  Minorca,  it  is  his  majesty's  pleasure,  that  you  make  a 
detaehraent  out  of  th«  troops  in  your  ijarrtson.  equal  to  a  battalion,  to  be  com- 
mainded  by  a  lieutenant  eolouel  and  major;  such  lieutenant  colonel  and  major  to 
he  the  elmst  in  your  garrison,  to  he  put  on  board  the  fleet  for  Uie  relief  of 
Minorca,  as  the  adminU  shall  think  expedient,  who  is  to  carry  Uiem  to  the  aatd* 
idsnd.    1  am, 

.  Your  humble' servautt  B* 

*/%  Lkut%  Oeti.  Fotjirke,  or,   in  fda  absence,  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  at 

Gibraltar. 
SIR,  .  ^  >rar  q^cff,  March  *26,  1756. 

I  am  eoiiiiiuin4ed  tn  aiM|uaint  you,  that  it  is  his  majesty *s  pleasure  in  ease  the 
island  of  Minorca  should  be  m  any  likelihood  of  being  attacked^  that  you  make  a 
detachment  from  the  troops  in  your  garrison  equal  to  a  battalion,  coraniandcd  by 
a  lieutenant  oolonel  and  major,  for  the  relief  of  that  place,  to  be  put  on  board  the 
fle^,  at  the  disposition  of  the  admiral :  such  lieutenant  colonel  and  major  to  be  the" 
Mbat  in  ytuxr  garrison. 

ITo  Ueut,  Gen,  Fowke,  or,  in  his  absence,-  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  in  his 

Mtjeoty^s  garrison  in  Gibraltar. 
SIR,  War  Office^  April  1,  1756. 

IT  is  his  mMest;|r^8  pleasure,  that  you  receive  ii^to  your  garrison  the  \t^omen 
and' children  beumipng  to  lord  Robert  Bertie's  regiment 

To  Ideta,  Qen.  Fowke,  or,  the  Commander  in  Chief  at  Gibraltar. 

SIR,  War  Office,  Mav  12,  1756. 

I  wrote  to  you  by  general  Steward :  if  that  order  is  notcom|)Ued  with,  then 
you  aw  now  to  make  a  detachment  of  seven  hun<1ved  men  out  of  your  own  I'egi* 
ment  and  Guise's ;  and  also  another  detachment  (hit  of  Pultencv's  and  l-'anmure's 
Foments,  and  send  them  on  board  the  fleet  for  the  relief  of  Mahon.  But  \£  that 
order  has  bctii  complied  with,  then  you  are  to  make  only  one  detachment  of 
teveu  hundred  men,  to  be  commanded  by  another  lieutenatit  colonel  and  ninior, 
and  to  send  itto  Mahon  ;  aiad'  you  are  also  to  detain  all  such  em|ity  vessels  as  shall 
eome  into  your  liarbour,  and  to  keep  them  in  readiness  for  any  further  transpor- 
tation  of  trooiM.  |  have  also  his  royal  highness  the  duke  of  Cumberiand's  com- 
mands, to  desire  that  you  will  keei>  your  garrison  as  alert  as  possible,  during  this' 
critical  time,  and  give  such  other  assistance  as  may  be  in  your  power  for  the  relief 
of  Minorca ;  taking  eare,  however,  not  to  fttigue  or  endanger  your  own  garrison. 


^^  .      HISTORY  IW^  HMUUUfU.  ^fj^^ 

Mr*  Fowke  allegsd  ni  fab  own  d^fieMe'dat  die  aideis 
were  confused  and  oontradietoryv  and  implied  a  disfcre* 
tionary  power :  diat  the  whole,  nuadier  of  k»  garriaoa  did 
not  exceed  two  thousand  six  hundred  men,  after  he  had 
spared  two  hundred  and  serentyofive  to  the  ships  com« 
manded  by  Mr.  Edgecumbe;  that  the  fwdinary  duty  of 
the  garrison  requiring  eight  hundred  men,  the  whcde  mun* 
ber  was  not  sufficient  for  three  reliefs;  that,  if  he  had 
detached  a  battalion  on  board  the  fleet,  he  should  not  have 
had  above  two  reliefs,  at  a  time  when  he  believed  the  pkce 
was  in  danger  of  being  attacked,  for  good  reasons,  which 
he  did  not  think  himself  at  liberty  to  mention ;  thtt  his 
orders  being  doubtful,  he  held  a  council  of  war,  which  was 
of  opinion,  that  as  undoubtful  intelligence  was  received  of 
the  French  army's  being  landed  at  Minorca,  to  the  number 
of  between  thirteen  and  sixteen  thousand  men,  and  that  a 
French  squadron  of  sixteen  ships  was  stationed  off  thc( 
harbour,  the  sending  a  detachment  equal  to  a  battalion 
from  Gibraltar  would  be  an  ineffectual  supply  for  the  relief 
of  the  place,  and  a  weakening  of  the  garrison  from  which 
they  must  be  sent.  He  observed,  that  supposing  the 
orders  to  have  been  positive,  and  seven  hundred  men  de- 
tached to  Minorca,  the  number  remaining  at  Oibrsdtar 
would  not  have  exceeded  one  thousand  five  hundred  and 
fifty-six :  a  deduction  of  seven  hundred  more,  according  to 
the  order  of  May  the  twelfth,  would  have  left  a  remainder 
of  eight  hundred  and  fifty-six :  tha^  the  men  daily  on  duty 
in  the  garrison,  including  artificers  smd  labourers  in  the 
king's  works,  amounted  to  eight  hundred  and  thirty-nine ; 
so  that  if  he  had  complied  with  the  orders  as  they  arrived, 
he  would  not  have  had  more  than  seventeen  men  over  and 
above  the  number  necessary  for  the  daily  work  of  the  gar- 
rfson  :  thus  the  important  fortress  of  Gibraltar  must,  at  this 
critical  conjuncture,  have  been  almost  left  naked  and  defence- 
less to  the  attempts  6f  the  enemy ;  and  had  those  detadi- 
ments  been  actually  sent  abroad,  it  afterwards  appeared 
that  they  could  not  hav0  been  landed  on  the  -'island  of 
Minorca.  The  order  transmitted  to  general  Fowke  to 
detain  all  empty  vessels,  for  a  further  transportation  of 
trOops,  seems  to  have  been  superfluous ;  for  it  can  hardly 
be  supposed  he  could  have  occasion   for^  th^p),  unless  to 
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embark  the  whole  garrison  and  abandon  the  place.  It 
seems  likewise  to  have  been  unnecessary  to  exhort  the 
general  to  keep  the  garrison  as  alert  as  possible,  daring  that 
critical  time ;  inasmuch  as  it  would  have  been  impossible  for 
the  men  to  have  enjoyed  the  least  repose  or  intermission  of 
duty,  had  the  orders  been  punctually  and  literally  obeyed. 
What  other  assistance  it  might  have  been  in  the  governor's 
power  to  give  for  the  relief  of  Minorca,  or  in  what  manner 
be  could  avoid  fat^iguing  his  garrison,  while  there  was  an 
impossibility  of  relieving  the  guards,  it  is  not  easy  to  com* 
prebend.  Be  that  as  it  may,  when  the  trial  was  finished, 
and  the  question  put  to  acquit  or  suspend  for  one  year,  the 
court  was  equally  divided ;  and  in  such  cases  the  .  casting 
vote  being  vested  in  the  president,  he  threw  it  into  the 
scale  against  the  prisoner,  whom  his  majesty  thought  fit  to 
di^i^s  from  his  service. 

$   XXXI.    The   expectation  of  the   public  was  now 
eagerly  turned  towards  America,  the  chief,  if  not  the  sole 
scene  of  our  military  operations.     On  th^  twenty-fifth  day 
of  June,  Mr,  Abercrombic  arrived  at  Albany,  the  frontier 
of  New  York,  and  assumed  the  command  of  the  forces 
l^ere  assembled,  consisting  of  two  regiments  which  had 
served  under  Braddock,  two  battalions  raised  in  America, 
two  regiments  now  transported  from  England,  four  inde- 
pendent companies  which  had  been  many  years  maintained 
in  New  York,  the  New  Jersey  regiment,  four  companies 
levied  in  North  Carolina,  and  a  body  of  provincial  forces 
raised  by  the  government  of  New  England.     Those  to  the 
southward,  including  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and  Virgi- 
nia, had  not  yet  determined  on  any  regular  plan  of  opera- 
tion, and  were  moreover  hard  pressed  in  defending  their 
western  frontiers  from  the  French  and  Itidians,  who,  in 
dkulking  parties,  made  sudden  irruptions  upon  their  un- 
guarded settlements,  burning,  plundering,  and  massacring 
with  the  most  savage  inhumanity.  '  As  for  South  Caro- 
lina, the  proportion  of  negro  slaves  to  the  number  of  white 
inhabitanu  was  so  great  in  that  colony,  that  the  govern- 
ment could  not,  with  any  regard  to  the  safety  of  the  prov^ 
ince,  spare  any  reinforcement  for  the  general  enterprise. 
The  plan  of  this  undertaking  had  been  setded  in  the  pre- 
ceding year  in  a  council  of  war,  held  at  New  York.   There 
Vol.'  III.  P  P 
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it  was  resolved  >  to  attack  the  fort^  of  Niagara,  situated 
between  the  lakes  Ontario  and  Erie,  in  order  to  cut  off  the 
communication  between  Canada  and  Louisiana,  and  prevent 
die  French  from  supporting  their  new  fortresses  on  the 
DMo ;  to  reduce  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point,  so  that 
the  frontier  of  New  York  might  be  delivered  from  the 
danger  of  an  invasion,  and  Great  Britain  become  master 
of  the  lake  Champlsun,  over  which  the  forces  might  be 
transported  in  any  future  attempt:  to  besiege  fort  Da 
C^oesne  upon  the  Ohio ;  and  to  detach  a  body  of  troops  by 
the  riv^  Kennebec,  to  alarm  the  capital  of  Canada*  This 
plan  was  too  extensive  for  the  number  of  tnwps  which  had 
been  prepared :  the  season  was  too  far  advsmced  before  the 
regiments  arrived  from  England,  the  different  colonies  were 
divided  in  their  opintbns,  and  Mr.  Abercrombie  pos^oned 
the  execution  of  any  important  scheme  till  the  arrival  of 
lord  Loudoun,  who  was  daily  expected*  The  reasons  that 
delayed  the  reinforcement,  smd  detained  his  lordship  to 
long,  we  do  not^  pretend  to  explain ;  though  we  may  be 
allowed  to  observe^  that  many  fair  op{x)rtunities  have^  been 
lost,  by  the  ne^ct  and  procrastination  of  an  English  mia* 
istry*  Certain  it  is,  the  unaccountable  delay  of  this  arooa- 
ment  rendered  it  useless  for  a  whole  year,  aflbrded  tim^ 
and  leisure  to  the  enemy  to  take  their  precautions  against 
any  subsequent  attack,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  to  proceed 
unmolested  in  distressing  the  British  settlements*  Even 
before  this  period,  they  had  attacked  and  reduced  a  smidl 
post  in  the  country  of  the  Five  Nations,  occupied  by  twea* 
ty-five  Englishmen,  who  were  cruelly  butchered  to  a  maa^ 
in  the  midst  of  those  Indians  whom  Gres^  Britain  had  bag 
numbered  amoitg  her  allies. 

$  XX^II*  Socm  after  this  expedition,  having  received 
intelligence  that  a  considerable  convoy  of  provisions  saA 
stores,  for  the  garrbon  of  Oswego,  would  in  a  little  time 
set  out  from  Schenectady,  and  be  conveyed  in  batteaux  up 
the  river  Onondaga,  they  formed  an  ambuscade  among  die 
woods  and  thickets  on  the  north  side  of  that  river;  but 
understanding  the  convoy  had  passed  before  they  reached 
the  place,  they  resolved  to  wait  the  return  of  the  detach* 
ment*  llieir  design,  however,  was  frustrated  by  the  vigil>- 
ance  and  valour  Of  colonel  Bradstreet,  who  expected  such 
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a&  attempt,  and  had  taken  his  meaviures  accordingly*  Oil 
the  third  day  of  July,  while  he  stemmed  the  stream  of  the 
river,  with  his  batteaux  formedv  into  thj:^  divisions,  they 
were  saluted  widi  the  Indian  war  MiJSdop,  and  a  general  dis* 
charge*  of  musketry  from  the  north  shore»  Bradstreet 
immediately  ordered  his  men  to  land  on  th^  opposite  bank, 
and  with  a  few  of  the  foremost  took  possession  of  a  smdl 
island,  where  he  was  forthwith  attacked  by  a  party  of  the 
aeiemy,  who  had  forded  the  river  for  that  purpose ;  but  these 
were  soon  repidsed.  Another  body  having  passed  a  mile 
higher^  ^  he  advanced  to  them  at  the  head  of  two  hundred 
mefi,  and  fell  upon  them  sword  in  hand,  with  such  vigour^ 
that  many  were  killed  on  the  spot,  and  the  rest  driven  into 
the  river  with  such  precipitation,  that  a  considi^rable  number 
ei  them  were  drowned^  Having  received  information  that 
a^ird  body  of  them  had  passed  at  a  ford  still  higher,  he 
marched  thither  without  hesitation,  and  pursued  them  to 
the  odier  side,  were  they  were  entirely  routed  and  dispersed. 
In  this  action,  which  lasted  near  thre^  hours,  about  seventy 
of  the  batteau  men  iHfere  killed,  or  wounded,  but  the  enemy 
lost'  double  the  number  kUled^  and  above  seventy-  taken 
prboners*  In  all  probability  the  Vhole  detachment  of  the 
French,  amounting  to  seven  hundred  men  would  have  been 
etitd^  had  not  a  heavy  rain  interposed,  and  disabled  colonel 
Bradstreet  from  following  his  blow ;  for  that  same  night  ht 
was  joined  by  captain  Patten  with  his  grenadiers  in  his 
march  from  Oneida  to  Oswego,  and  next  morning  reinfor- 
ced with  two  hundred  men,  detached  to  his  assistance  from 
the  garrison  of  Oswego  $  but  by  this  time  the  rivulets  were 
so  swelled  by  the  rain,  that  it  was  found  impracticable  to 
pursue  the  enemy  through  the  woods  and  thickets.  Patten 
and  his  grenadiers  accompanied  the  detachment  to  Oswego, 
while  Bradstreet  pursued  his  voyage  to  Schenectady,  from 
whence  he  repaired  to  Albany,  and  communicated  to  gene- 
ral Abarcrombie  the  intelligence  he  had  received  from  the 
prisoners,  tfiat  a  large  body  of  the  enemy  were  encamped 
on  the  eastern  side  of  the  lake  Ontario,  provided  with 
ardllery,  smd  all  other  impliments  to  besiege  the  fort  of 
Oswego. 

$  XXXIII.  In  consequence  of  this  informatipn,  major 
general  Webb  was  ordered  to  hold  himself  in  readiness  to 
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march  with  one  regiment  to  the  relief  of  that  gatriaon ;  but, 
before  (they. could  be  provided  with  necessaries,  the  earl 
of  Loudoun  arrived  at  the  headquarters  at  Albany,  on  the 
twenty-ninth  day  of  July*  The  army  at  this  time  is  said  to 
have,  consisted  of  regular  troops  to  the  number  of  two  thou- 
sand six  hundred,  about  seven  thousand  provincials,  suppo- 
sed to  be  in  readiness  to  march  from  fort  William  Henry, 
under  the  command  of  general  Winslow,  over  and  above  a 
considerable  number  of  batteau  men  at  Albany  and  Schen- 
ectady. The  garrison  at  Oswego  amounted^  to  fourteen 
hundred  soldiers,  besides  three  hundred  workmen  and  sail- 
ors, either  in  the  fort,  or  posted  in  small  parties  between 
the  fort  and  place  called  Burnet's  Field,  to  secure  a  passage 
through  the  country  of  the  Six  Nations,  upon  whose  friend- 
ship there  was  no  longer  any  reliance*  By  the  be^t  accounts 
received  of  the  enemy's  force,  they  had  about  three  thou- 
sand men  at  Crown  Point  and  Ticonderoga  upon  the  lake 
Champlain :  but  their  chief  strength  was  collected  upon  die 
banks  of  the  lake  Ontario,  where  ttieir  purpose  undoubted- 
ly was  to  reduce  the  English  fort  at  Oswego.  The  imme- 
diate object,  therefore,  of  lord  Loudoun's  attention  was  the 
relief  of  this  place ;  bqt  his  design  was. strenuously  opposed 
by  the  province  of  New  York,  and  other  northern  govern- 
ments, who  were  much  more  intent  upon  the  reduction  of 
Crown  Point,  and  the  security  of  their  own  frontiers,  which 
they  apprehended  was  connected  with  this  conquest*  They 
insisted  .upon  Winslow's  being  joined  by  some  regiments  of 
regular  troops  before  he  should  march  against  this  fortress ; 
and  stipulated  that  a  body  of  reserve  should  be  detained  at 
Albany,  for  the  defence  of  that  frontier,  in  case  Winslow 
should  fall  in  his  enterprise,  and  be  defeated*  At  length 
they  agreed,  that  the  regiment  which  Mr*  Abercrombie' 
had  destined  for  that  purpose  should  be  detached  for  the 
relief  of  Oswego:  on  the  twelfth  day  of  August  major 
general  Webb  began  his  march  with  it  from  Albany;  but 
pn  his  arrival  at  the  carrying  place,  between  the  Mohock's 
river  and  Wood's  creek,  he  received  the  disagreeable  news 
that  Oswego  was  taken,  and  the  garrison  made  prisoners  of 
War.  Mr.  Webb,  apprehending  himself  in  danger  of  being 
attacked  by  the  besieging  army,  began  immediately  to  ren- 
der the  creek  impassable,  even  to  canoes,  by  felling  trees, 


and  throwing  them  into  the  stream ;  while  the  ene.m]r,  igno- 
rant of  his  numbers,  and  apprehensive  of  a  like  visitation 
from  him,  took  the  very  same  method  of  preventing  his 
approach :  in  consequence  of  this  apprehension,  he  was  per- 
mitted to  retire  unmolested. 

$  XXXIV*  Thejossofthe  two  small  forts,  called  Ontario 
and  Oswego,  was  a  considerable  national  misfortune.  They 
were  erected  on,  the  south  side  of  the  great  lake  Ontario, 
standing  on  the  opposite  sides,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Onondago 
river,  that  discharges  itself  into  the  lake,  and  constituted  a 
post  of  great  importance,  where  vessels  had  been  built,  to 
cruize  upon  the  lake,  which  is  a  kind  of  inland  sea,  and  in- 
terrupt the  commerce  as  well  as  the  motions  and  designs  of 
the  enemy.  The  garrison,  as  we  have  already  observed^ 
conristed  of  fourteen  hundred  men,  chiefly  niilitia  and  new 
raised  recruits,  under  the  command  of  lieutenant  colonel 
Mercer,  an  officer  of  courage  and  experience :  but  the 
situation  of  the  forts  was  very  ill  chosen;  the  materials 
mostly  timber  or  logs  of  wood ;  the  defences  wretchedly  con- 
trived, and  unfinished ;  and,  in  a  word,  the  place  altogether 
untenable  against  any  regular  approach.  Such  were  the 
Ibrts  which  the  enemy  wisely  resolved  to  reduce.  Being 
tmder  no  apprehension  for  Crown  Point,  they  assembled  a 
body  of  troops,  consisting  of  thirteen  hundred  regulars, 
seventeen  hundred  Canadians,  and  a  considerable  number 
of  Indian  auxiliaries,  under  the  command  of  the  marquis  de 
Montcalm,  a  vigilant  and  enterprising  officer,  to  whom  the 
conduct  of  the  siege  was  intrusted  by  the  marquis  de  Vau* 
dreiiil,  governor  and  lieutenant  general  of  New  Franco. 
The  first  step  taken  by  Montcalm  Vas  to  block  up  Oswego 
by  water  with  two  large  armed  vessels,  and  post  a  strong 
body  of'  Canaaians  on  the  road  between  Albany  and  the 
forts,  to  cut  off  all  communication  of  succour  and  intelli- 
geace*  In  the  mean  time,  he  embarked  his  artillery  and 
stores  upon  the  lake,  and  landed  them  in  the  bay  of  Nixouri, 
the  place  eft  general  rendezvous.  At  another  creek,  within 
half  a  league  of  Oswego,  he  erected  a  battery  for  the  pro- 
tection of  his  vessels,  and  on  the  twelfth  day  of  August,  at 
inimiight,  after  his  dispositions  had  been  made,  he  opened 
the  trenches  before  fort  Ontario.  The  garrison  having 
fired  away  all  their  shells  and  aiiimunition,  spiked  up  the 
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cannon,  and  deserting  the  fort,  retired  next  day  across  die 
river  into  Oswego,  which  was  even  more  exposed  than  the^ 
other,  especially  when  the  enemy  had  taken  posaessicm  of 
Ontario,  from  whence  they  immediately  began  to  fire  with- 
out intermission.  Colonel  Mercer  being,  on  the  thirteenth, 
killed  by  a  cannon  ball,  the  fort  destitute  of  all  cover,  the 
officers  divided  in  opinion,  and  the  garrison  in  confusion, 
the  next  day  demanded  a  capitulation,  and  surrendered 
prisoners  of  war,  on  condition  that  they  should  be  exempted 
from  plunder,  conducted  to  Montreal^,  and  treated  with 
humanity.  These  conditions,  however,  the  marquis  did 
not  punctually  obsej-ve.  The  British  officers  and  soldiers 
were  insulted  ^^y  the  savage  Indians,  who  robbed  them'  of 
their  clothes  and  baggage,  massacred  several  men  as  they 
stood  defenceless  on  the  parade,  assassinated  lieutenant 
Dela  Court,  as  he  lay  wounded  in  his  tent,  under  the  prow 
tection  of  a  French  officer,  and  barbarously  scalped  all  the 
sick  people  in  the  hospital:  finally,  Montcalm,  in  direct 
violation  of  the  articles,  as  well  as  in  contempt  of  common 
humanity,  delivered  up  above  twenty  men  of  the  garrison 
to  the  Indians,  in  lieu  of  the  same  number  they  had  lost 
during  the  siege ;  and,  in  all  probability,  these  miserable 
captives  were  put  to  death  by  those  barbarians  with  the 
most  excruciating  tortures,  according  to  the  execrable  cus- 
tom of  the  country.  Those  who  countenance  the  perpe-^ 
tration  of  cruelties,  at  which  human  nature  shudders  with 
horror,  ought  to  be  branded  as  infamous  to  all  posterity. 
Such,  however,  were  the  trophies  that,  in  the  course  of  the  ^ 
American  war,  distinguished  the  operations  of  a  people 
who  pique  themselves  upon  politeness,  and  the  virtues  of 
humanity.  The  prisoners  taken  at  Oswego,  after  having 
been  thus  barbarously  treated,,  were  conveyed  in  batteaux 
to  Montreal,  where  they  had  no  reason  to  comfdain  of  their 
reception ;  and  before  the  end  of  the  year;  they  were  ex- 
changed. The  victors  immediately .  demolished  the  two 
forts  (if  they  deserved  that  denomination)  in  which  they 
found  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  pieces  of  artillery,  four- 
teen mortars,  with  a  great  quantity  of  amilnunition,  warlike 
stores,  and  provision,  besides  two  sloops,  and  two  hundred* 
batteaux,  which  likewise  fell  into  their  hands.'  Such  an 
important  magazine,  deposited  in  a  place,  altogether  inde- 
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-feasible,  and  without  the  reach  of  immediate  aaccour,  was 
a  flagrait  proof  of  egregioos  folly,  temerity,  and  misconduct. 

§  XXXV*  The  eari  of  Loudoun  finding  the  season  top 
far  advanced  to  admit  of  any  enterprise  agaunst  the  enemy^ 
exerted  all  his  endeavours  in  making  preparations  for  an 
early  campaign,  in  the  spring,  securing  the  frontiers  of  the 
English  colonies,  in  forming  an  uniform  plan  of  action,  and 
promoting  a  spirit  of  harmony  among  the  different  govern- 
ments, which,  had  been  long  divided  by*  jarring  interests, 
and  other  ^sources  of  dissension*  Meanwhile,  the  forts 
Edward  and  William  Henry  were  put  in  a  proper  posture 
of  defence,  and  secured  with  numerous  garrisons ;  and  the 
forces  put  into  winter  quarters  at  Albany,  where  comfort- 
able barracks  were  built  for  that  purpose.  Fort  Granvilla, 
on  the  confines  of  Pennsylvania,  an  inconsiderable  block- 
house, was  surprised  by  a  party  of  French  and  Indians, 
who  made  the  garrison  prisoners,  consisting  of  two-and- 
twenty  soldiers,  with  a  few  women  and  children.  These 
they  loaded  with  flour  and  provision,  and  drove  them  iato 
captivity;  but  the  fort  they  reduced  to  ashes.  Musy 
Allocking  murders  were  perpetrated  upon  defenceless  people^ 
without  distinction  of  age  or  sex,  in  different  parts  of  the 
frontiers;  but  these  outrages  were  in  some  measure  bal- 
amced  by  the  advantages  resulting  from  a  treaty  of  peace, 
which  the  governor  of  Pennsylvania  cojicluded  with  the 
Delaware  Indians,  a  powerful  tribe  that  dwell  upon  the 
river  Susquehanna,  forming,  as  it  were,  a  line  along 
the  southern  skirts  of  the  province.  At  the  same  time  the 
governor  of  Virginia  secured  the  friendship  and  alliance  of 
the  Cherokees  and  Catawbas,  two  powerful  nations  adjoin- 
ing to  that  colony,  who  were  able  to  bring  three  thousand 
fighting  men  into  the  field.  All  these  circumstances  con- 
sidered, Great  Britain  had  reason  to  expect  that  the  en- 
suing, campaign  would  be  vigorously  prosecuted  in  America, 
especially  as  a  fresh  reinforcement  of  troops,  with  a  great 
supply  of  wai^like  stores,  were  sent  to  that  countty  in  four- 
teen transports,  under  convoy  of  two  ships  of  war,  which 
sailed  from  Cork,  in  Ireland,  about  the  beginning  of 
November. 

$  XXXVI.  No  action  of  great  importance  distinguished 
the  naval  transactions  ^f  this  year  on  the  side  of  America. 
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In  the  beginning  of  June,  captain  Spry,  who  commanded  n 
small  squadron,  cruising  off  Louisbourg,  in  the  island  of 
Cape  Breton,  took  the  Arc  en  Ciel,  a  French  ship  of  fifty 
guns,  having  on  board  near  six  hundred  men,  with  a  large 
quantity  of  stores  and  provisions  for  the  garrison.  He 
likewise  made  prize  of  another  French  ship,  with  seventy 
soldiers,  two  hundred  barrels  of  powder,  two  large  brass 
mortars,  and  other  stores  of  the  like  destination.  On  the 
twenty-seventh  day  of  July  commodore  Holmes,  being  in 
the  same  latitude,  with  two  large  ships  and  a  couple  of 
sloops,  engaged  two  French  ships  of  the  line  and  four 
frigates,  and  obliged  them  to  sheer  off,  after  an  obstinate 
dispute.  A  great  number  of  privateers  were  equipped  in 
this  country,  as  well  as  in  the  West  India  islands  belonging 
'^to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain ;  and  as  those  seas  swarmed 
with  French  vessels,  their  cruisers  proved  very  advan- 
tageous to  the  adventurers. 

§  XXXVII.  Scenes  of  higher  import  were  this  year 
acted  by  the  British  arms  in  the  £ast  Indies.  The  cessa- 
tion of  hostilities  between  the  £nglish  and  French  com- 
panies on  the  peninsula  of  Indus,  though  it  encouraged 
Mr.  Ciive  to  visit  his  native  country,  was  not  of  long 
duration;  for  in  a  few  months  both  sides  recommenced 
their  operations,  no  longer  as  auxiliaries  to  the  princes  of 
the  country,  but  as  principals  and  rivals,  both  in  arms  and 
commerce.  Major  Lawrence,  who  now  enjoyed  the  chief 
command  of  the  English  force,  obtained  divers  advantages 
over  the  enemy;  and  prosecuted  his  success  with  such 
vigor,  as,  in  all  probability,  would  in  a  little  time  have  ter- 
minated the  war  according  to  his  own  wish,  when  the  pro- 
gress of  his  arms  was  interrupted  and  suspended  by  an  un- 
fortunate event  at  Calcutta,  the  cause  of  which  is  not  easily 
explained :  for  extraordinary  pains  have  been  taken  to  throw 
a  veil  over  some  transactions,  from  whence  this  caliimity 
was  immediately  or  remotely  derived. 

§  XXXVIII.  The  old  suba  or  viceroy  of  Bengal, 
Bahar,  and  Orixa,  dying  in  the  month  of  April,  ia  the  year 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-six,  was  succeeded 
by  his  adopted  son,  sur  Raja  al  Dowlat,  a  young  man  of 
violent  passions,  without  principle^  fortitude,  or  good  faith, 
who   began   his   administration   with   acts  of  perfidy  and 
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violence. .  In  all  probaUllty,  his  design  agmst  the  English 
aettlements  was  suggested  by  his- rapacious  disposition,  on 
a  bfM^f  that  they, abounded  with  treasure;  as  the  preteocei 
which  he  used  for  commencing  hqstilities  were  sdtogethe^ 
inconsistent,  false,  and  frivolous.  In  the  month  of  May;^ 
he  caused  the  £nglish  factory  at  Cassimbuzzar  to  be  in* 
vested^  and  inviting  Mn  Watts,  the  chief  of  the  factory,  t9 
a  conference,  under  the  sanction  of  a  safe  conduct,  de* 
tained  him  as  prisoner ;  then,  by  means  of,  fraud  and 
force  intermingled,  made  himself  master  of  the  factory* 
This  exploit  beiog  achieved,  he  made.no  secret  of  his  d»- 
sign  to  deprive  the  English  of  all  their  settlements.  With 
this  view  he  marched  to  Calcutta,  at  the  head  of  a  nu«- 
merous  army,  and  invested  the  place,  which  was  then  in 
no  posture  of  defence. 

§  XXXIX.  The  governor,  intimidated  by  the  number 
and  power  of  the  enemy,  abandoned  the  fort,  and  with  some 
principal  persons  residing  in  the  setdement,  took  refuge  on 
board  a  ship  in  the  river,  carrying  along  with  them  their 
most  valuable  effects,  and  the  books  of  the  company.  Thus 
the  defence  of  the  place  devolved  to  Mr.  Holwell,  the 
second  in  command,  who,  with  th«  assistance  of  a  few  gal- 
lant officers,  and  a  very  feeble  garrison,  maintained  it  with 
uncommon  courage  and  resolution  against  several  attacks, 
until  he  was  overpowered  by  numbers,  and  the  enemy  had 
forced  their  way  into  the  castle.  Then  he  was  obliged  to 
submit ;  and  the  suba,  or  viceroy,  promised  on  the  word  of 
9.  soldier,  that  no  injury  should  be  done  to  him  or  his  gar- 
rison. Nevertheless,  they  were  all  driven,  to  the  number 
of  one  hundred  and  forty-six  persons  of  both  sexes,  into  a 
place  called  the  Black  Hole  Prison,  a  cube  of  about  eighteen 
feet,  walled  up  to  the  eastward  and  southward,  the  only 
quarters  from  which  they  cbuld  expect, the  least  refreshing 
air,  and  open  to  the  westward  by  two  windows  strpngly 
barred  with  iron,  through  which  there  was  no  perceptible 
circulation.  The  humane  reader  will  conceive  with  horror 
the  miserable  situation  to  which  they  must  have  been  redu* 
ced,  when  thus  stewed  up  in  a  close  sultry  night  under  such 
a  climate  as  that  of  Bengal,  especially  when  he  reflects  that 
many  of  them  were  wounded,  and  all  of  them  fatigued  with 
hard  duty.  Transported  with  rage  to  fiAd  themselves  thua 
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barbarously  co6ped  up  in  a  place  where  tfi^  must  be  eipo- 
sed  to  sttffociitioii,  those  hapless  vicdms  endeavoured  to 
force  open  the  door,  that  thejr  might  rush  upon  the  swords 
of  the  barbarians  by  whom  they  were  surrounded ;  but  all 
their  ^flbrts  were  ineffectual ;  the  door  was  made  to  open 
inwards,  and  being  once  shut  upon  them,  the  crowd  pressed 
upon  it  so  strongly  as  to  render  all  their  endeavours  abor- 
tive; then  they  were  overwhelmed  with   distraction  and 
despair.     Mr.  Holwdl,  who  had  placed  himself  at  one  of 
the  windows,  accosted  a  jemmautdaar,  or  seijeant  of  the 
Indian  guard,  and  having  endeavoured  to  eitcite  his  com- 
passion, by  drawing  a  pathetic  picture  of  their  sufferings, 
promised  to  gratify  him  with  a  thousand  rupees  in  the  morn- 
ing, if  he  could  find  means  to  remove  one  half  of  them  into 
a  separate  apartment*     The  soldier,  allured  by  the  promise, 
of  such  a  reward,  assured  him  he  would  do  his  endeavour 
for  their  relief,  and  retired  for  that  purpose,  but  in  a  few 
minutes  returned,  and  told  him  that  the  suba,  by  whose 
order  alone  such  a  step  could  be  taken,  was  asleep,  and  no 
person  durst  disturb  his  repose.     By  this  time  a  profuse 
sweat  had  broke  out  on  every  individual,  and  this  was 
attended  with  an  insatiable  thirst,  which  became  the  more 
intolerable  as  the  body  was  drained  of  its  moisture.     In 
vain  those  miserable  objects  stripped  themselves  of  their 
clothes,  squatted  down  on  their  hams,  and  fanned  the  air 
with  their  hats,  to  produce  a  refreshing  undulation.      Many 
were  unable  to  rise  again  from  this  posture,  but  falling  down 
were  trod  to  death,  or  suffocated.     The  dreadiul  symptom 
of  thirst  was  now  accompanied  with  a  difficulty  of  respira- 
tion, and  every  individual  gasped  for  breath.     Their  des- 
pair became  outrageous :  again  th^y  attempted  to  force  the 
door,  and  provoke  the  guard  to  fire  upon  them  by  execra^ 
tion  and  abuse.     The  cry  of  ^'  water !  water  !'*  issued  from 
every  mouth.     Even  the  jemmautdaar  was  moved  to  com- 
passion at  their  distress.     He  ordered  his  soldiers  to  bring 
some  skins  of  water,  which  served  only  to  enrage  the  appe- 
tite, and  incKease  the  general  agitation.    There  was  no  other 
way  of  conveying  it  through  the  windows  but  by  hats,  and 
this  was  rendered  ineffectual  by  the  eagerness  and  trans- 
ports of  the~wretched  prisoners,  who  at  sight  of  it  struggled 
and  raved  even  in  fits  of  delirium.     In  consequence  of  th^se 


contests,  very  lUde  reached  those  ufho  stood  neare&t  the 
windows,  while  the  resi;,  at  the  farther  end  ,of  the  prison, 
were  totally  excluded  from  all  relief,  and  continued  calling 
upon  their  friends  for  assistance,  and  conjuring  them  by  aU 
i  the  tender  cries  of  pity  and  aiFection«  To  those  who  were 
indulged,  it  proved  pernicious :  for,  instead  of  allaying  their 
thirst,  it  enraged  their  impatience  for  more.  The  confusion 
became  general  and  horrid:  all  was  clamour  and  contest; 
those  who  were  at  a  distance  endeavoured  to  force_their 
|>a8sage  to  the  .window,  and  the  weak  were  pressed  down  to 
the  ground,  never  to  rise  again.  The  mhumaii  ruffians 
without,  derived  entertainment  from  their  misery:  they 
supplied  the  prisoners  with  more  water,  and  held  up  lights 
close  to  the  bars  that  they  might  enjoy  the  inhuman  plea- 
sure of  seeing  them  fight  for  the  baneful  indulgence*  Mr. 
Holwell  seeing  all  his  particular  friends  lying  dead  around 
him,  and  trampled  tipon  by  the.living,  finding  himself  wedged  ' 
up  so  close  as  to  be  deprived  of  all  motion,  begged,  s^  the 
last  inntance  of  their  regard,  that  they  would  remove  the 
pressure,  and  allow  him  to  retire  frpm  the  window,  that  he 
might  die  in  quiet.  -  Even  in  those  dreadful  circumstanceii, 
which  might  be  supposed  to  haye  levelled  all  distinction^ 
the  poor  delirious  wretches  manifested  a  respect  for  his 
rank  and  character:  they  forthwith  gave  way, and  he  forced 
ki^  passage  into  the  centre  of  the  place,  which  was  not 
crowded  so  much,  because,  by  this  time,  about  one-third  of 
^e  number  had  perished,  and  lay  in  little  compass  on  the 
floor,  while  the  rest  still  crowded  to  both  windows.  He 
retired  to  a  platform  at  the  farther  end  of  the  room,  anik*^ 
laying  down  upon  some  of  his  dead  friends,  recommended 
his  soul  to  heaven*  Here  his  thirst  grew  insupportable  i 
his  difficulty  in  breathing  increased,  and  he  was  seized^  wiUu 
a  strong,  palpitation.  Th^se  violent  symptoms,  .which  he 
could ;not  bear,  urge^.]^^^to  make; another  effort :  he  forced 
his.  way  bkck  tOtfhc^lilf^Wy  and  cried  aloud,  ^*'  water !  for 
God's  sake  !V  .He*  had  b^n  suj>piG|sed  steady  dead  by  hia 
wretc^^ companions,  but  findinghim  still  alive^  they  exhib- 
ited q[^thj^  extraordinary  proof  of.  tenderness  aod  regard 
to  his  person :  '*  Give  him  water,"  they  cried ;  nor  would 
any  of  them  attempt  to  touch  it  until  he  had  drank.  He 
now  breathed  more  freely,  and  the  palpitation  ceased :  bat . 
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finding  himself  stiD  more  tiring  after  drinkii^^lie 
ed  hmn  water,  and  moistened  his  moath  from  time  to  time, 
by  sucking  the  perspiration  from  lus  shirt  deeve*  The 
miserable  prisoners,  perceiving  the  water  rather  aggravated 
than  relieved  their  distress,  grew  damoroos  for  air,  and 
repeated  their  insults  to  die  gnard,  loading  the  suba  and  lus 
governor  with  the  most  virulent  reproach.  From  railing, 
they  had  recourse  to  prayer,  beseeching  heaven  to  put  an 
end  to  their  misery.  They  now  beganto  drop  on  all  hands  ; 
but  then  a  steam  aros^  from  the  living  and  the  dead,  as  pun- 
gent and  vc^tile  as  spirits  of  hartshorn ;  ao  that  all  who 
could  not  approach  the  windows  were  sufibcated*  Mr* 
Holwell,  being  weary  of  life,  retired  once  more  to  ^e  plat- 
form, and  stretched  himself  by  the  Rev.  Mr*  Jervis  Bella- 
my, who,  together  with  his  son,  a  lieutenant,  lay  dead  in 
each  other's  embrace*  In  fins  situation  he  was  soon  depri- 
ved of  sense,  and  lay  to  all  appearance  dead  till  day  broke, 
when  his  body  was  discovered,  and  removed  by  his  survi- 
ving friends  to  one  of  -  the  windows,  where  the  fresh  air 
revived  him,  and  he  was  restored  to  his  sight  and  senses. 
The  suba,  at  last,  being  informed  that  the  grater  part  of 
the  prisoners  were  suffocated,  inquired  if  the  chief  was 
alive ;  and  being  answered  in  the  affirmative,  sent  an  order 
for  their  immediate  release,  when  no  more  than  -twenty-three 
survived  of  a  hundr^  and  forty-six  who  had  entered  alive. 
$  XL.  Nor  was  the  late  deliverance,  even  of  these  few, 
owing  to. any  sentiment  of  compassion  in  the  viceroy.  He 
had  received  intimation,  that  there  was  a  considerable  trea- 
sure secreted  in  the  fort,  and  that  Mr.  Holwell  knew  the 
place  where  it  was  deposited.  That  gendeman,  who,  with 
his  surviving  companions,  had  been  seized  with  a  putrid 
fcver,  immediately  upon  their  release,  was  dragged  in  that 
condition  before  the  inhuman  suba,  who  questioned  him 
toout  the  treasure,  which  existed  no  where  but  in  his  own 
imagirnation  ,-  and  would  give  no  credit  to  his  protestations, 
when  he  solemnly  declared  he  knew  df  no  such  deposit. 
Mr.  HolweHand  three  ^o^ his  friends  »w^e  loaded  with  fet- 
ters, and   conveyed  th^e*  miles  from -the  Indian  camp, 
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**  If  here  they  My  tdl  night  eitpc&ed  to  a  severe  raiiK :  next 
moming  they  w&pt  brought  back  to  town^  s^ttU  manacled^ 
under  the  scorching  beams  of  a  sun  intensely  hot;  andknust 
infallibly  have  expired^  had  not  natulre  expelled  the  fever  in 
large  painful  boils,  that  covered  almost  the  whole  body.  Ift 
this  piteous  condition  they  were,  embarked  in  an  o^n  boat 
for  Muxadavad,  the  capital  of  Bengal,  and  Underwent  such 
cruel  treatment  and  misery  in  their  passage,  a&  would  shocit 
the  huniane  reader,  should  he  peruse  the  particulars.  At 
Muxadavad  they  were  led  through  the  city  in  chains,  as  a 
spectacle  to  the  inhabitants,  lodged  in  an  open  staUe,  and 
treated  for  some  days  as  the  Wdrst  of  criminals.  At  length, 
the  suba's  grandmother  interposed  her  mediation  in  their 
behalf;  and  as  that  prince  was  by  this  time  convinced  that 
there  was  no  treasure  concealed  at  Calcutta,  he  orderied- 
them  to  be  set  at  liberty*  When  some  of  his  sycophants  oppo>^ 
sed  the  indulgence,  representing  that  Mr.  Holwell  had  still 
enough  left  to  pay  a  considerable  ransom,  he  replied  with 
some  marks  of  compunction  and  generosity,  '^^  If  he  has 
^^  any  thing  left,  let  hitn  keep  it :  his  sufferings  have 
^^  been  great ;  he  shall  have  his  liberty."  Mr.  HoU 
well  and  his  friends  were  no  sooner  unfettered,  than, 
they  took  water  for  the  Dutch 'tanksall  or  mint,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  that  city,  where  they  were  received  with 
great  tenderness  and  humanity.  The  reader,  we  hbpe,  wiU 
•excuse  us  for  having  thus  particularized  a  transaction  so 
interesting  and  extraordinary  in  all  its  circumstanced.  The 
suba  having  destroyed  Calcutta,  and  dispersed  the  inhabit-^ 
ants,  extorted  large  sums  from  the  French  and  Dutch  faef> 
tories,  that  he  -might  display  a  spirit  of  impartiality  against 
all  the  Europeans,  even^  in  his  oppression,  and  returned  ta 
his  city  of  Muxadavad  in  triumph.  By  the  reduction  ot 
Calcutta,  the  English  East  India  company's  affairs  were  so 
much  embroiled  iti  that  part  of  the  world  that  perhaps 
nothing  could  have  retrieved  them  but  the  interposition  of 
a  national  force,  and  the  good  fortune  of  a  Clive,  whose 
enterprises  #ere  always  crowned  with  success. 

$  XLI.  As  the  English  East  India  company  had,  for  a 
whole  century,  been  at  a  considerable  expense  in  maintain* 
ing  a  marine  force  at  Bombay,  to  protect  their  ships  from 
the  piracies  of  the  Angrias,  who  had  rendered  themselves 
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fodepei|4ent  princes,  veid  fortified  Gettah  in  th»t  Jteighbour- 
hood;    many   unsuccessful  attempts   had    been   made  to 
destroy  their  naval  power,  and  reduce  the  fortress,  under 
which  they  always  took  shelter*    In   the   year  one   thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  fifty- four,  the  fleet  of  Tullagee  An- 
gria,  the  reigning  prince,  attacked  three  Dutch,  ships  of 
force,  which  they  either  took  or  destroyed.     Elated  with 
this  success,  he  boasted  that  he  should  in  a  little  time  sweep 
the  seas  of  the  Europeans,  and  began  to  build  some  large 
ships,  to  reinforce  his  grabs  and  gallivats,   which  were  the 
.    vessels  on  which  he  had  formerly  depended.     Next  year 
bis  neighbours  the  Mahrattas,  having  signified  to  the  pre<>> 
sidency  at  Bombay,  that  they  were  disposed  to  join  in  the 
necessary  service  of  humbling  this  common  enemy  so  for* 
midable  to  the  whole  Malabar  coast,  commodore  James 
was  detached  with  some  ships  of  force  to  attack  Angria,  iii 
conjunction  with  those  allies.    They  accordingly  joined  hina 
with  seven  grabs  and  sixty  gallivats*     They  proceeded  to 
the  harbour  of  Sevemdrotg,  where  Angria^s  fleet  lay  at 
anchor :  but  they  no  sooner  received  intelligence  of  his  ap- 
proach than  they  slipped  their  cables,  and  stood  out  to  sea. 
He  chased  them  with  all  the  canvass  he  could  carry ;  but  their 
vessels  being  lighter  thsm  hi^,  they  escaped ;  and  he  returned 
to  Sevemdroog,  which  is  .  a  fortress  situated  on  an  island 
within  musket  shot  of  the  main  land,  stron^y,  but  irregu- 
larly fortified,  and  mounted  with  fifty-four  pieces  of  cannon- 
There  were  three  other  small  forts  on  the  continent,  the 
largest  of  which  was  called  Goa.     On  the  second  day  of 
April,  the  commodore  began  to  -batter  and  bombard  the 
island,  fort,  and  fort  Goa,  at  the  same  time.     That  of  Se- 
vemdroog was  set  on  fire ;  one  of  the  magazines  blew  up  ; 
a  general  conflagration  ensued ;  the  garrisons  were  over*- 
whelmed  with  fire    and  confusion;   the    English    seamen 
landed  under  cover  of  the  fire  from  the  ships,,  and  took  the 
place  by  storm  with  very  little  loss.     The  other  forts  were 
immediately .  surrendered,  and  all  of  these,  by*trea^  deli- 
vered to  the  Mahrattas.    On  the  eighth  of  April,  the  com*-^ 
modore  anchored  off  Bancote,  now  called  Fort  Victoria,  one 
of  the  most  northern  parts  of  Angria's  dominion,  which 
surrendered  without  opposition,  and  still  remains  in  the 
haiids  of  the  English  East  India  company,  by  the  consent 
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0f  the  Msihraltas.  ^  Ti»  harbour  is  good,  and  here  is  a 
great  trade  for  salt  and  other  commodities  sent  hither  from 
Bombay.  (   . 

$  XLII.  It  yj^^s  in  November  following,  that  ^the  squa* 
dron  under  admiral  Watson  arrived  at  Bombay,  where  it 
was  resolved  to  give  Angria  the  finishing  stroke,  still  ift 
conjimction  with  the  Mahrattas.  Meanwhile  commodore 
James  yf^  sent  to  reconnoitre  Geriah,  the  capital  of  his 
dominions,  and  to  sound  the  depth  of  the  harbour ;  a  service 
which  he  successfully  performed.  The  admiral  being  joined 
by  a  division  of  ships,  fitted  out  at  the  company's  expense, 
having  on  board  a  body  of  troops  commanded  by  colonel 
Clive,  sailed  on  the  seventh  day  of  February,  and  found  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Geriah  the  Mahratta  fleet,  consisting 
of  four  grabs,  and  forty  smaller  vessels,  called  gallivats, 
laying  to  the  northward  of  the  place,  in  a  creek  called  Raji- 
pore;  and  a  land  army  of  horse  and  foot  amounting  to 
seven. or  eight  thousand  men,  the  whole  commanded  by 
lUiamagee  Punt,  who  had  already  taken  one  small  fort, 
and  was  actually  treating  about  the  surrender  of  Geriah. 
Angria  himself  had  quitted  the  place,  but  his  wife  and 
£aimily  remained  under  the  protection  of  hi^  brother-in-law; 
who,  being  summoned  to  surrender  by  a  message  from  the 
admiral,  replied  that  he  would  defend  the  place  to  the  last 
extremity*  In  consequence  of  this  refusal,  the  whole 
English  fleet  in  two  divisions,  sailed  oo^  the  twelfth  day* of 
February  into  the  harbour,  and  sustained  a  warm  fire  from 
the  enemy's  batteries  as  they  passed,  as  well  as  from  the 
grabs  posted  in  the  harbour  for  that  purpose ;  this,  however, 
was  soon  silenced  after  the  ships  were  brought  to  their 
stations,  so  as  to  return  the  salutation.  Between  the  hourp 
of  four. and  five  in  the  afternoon,  a  shell  beii^  thrown^  into 
«ne  of  Angria's  armed  vessels,  set  her  on  fire ;  and  the 
'flames  communicating  to  the  rest,  they  were  all  destroyed ; 
between  six  and  seven  the  fort  was  set  on  fire  by  another 
shell  i  and  soon  after  the  £ring  ceased  on  both  sides^  The 
admiral,  suspecting  that  the  governor  of  the  place  would 
surrender  it  to  the  Mahrattas  rather  than  to  the  English, 
disembarked. all  the  troops  under  Mr.  Clive,  that  he  might 
be  at  hand,  in  case  of  emergency,  to  take  possession.  In 
tl}e  mean  tgLv^Cj  the  fyrt  W^s  bombarded ;  the  line  of  battle 
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den,  $  II.  Measures  taken  by  the  King  of  Prussia  and 
Elector  of  Hanover.  $  III.  Endeavours  of  the  Court  of 
Vienna  to  frustrate  them.    $  IV.  His  Prussian  Majesty 

'  demands  an  explanation  from  the  Empress  ^een.  §  V. 
Her  ansxver.  $  VI.  The  Prussian  army  enters  Saxony j 
and  publishes  a  manifesto.  Prince  Ferdinand  takes  Leip^ 
sick.  §  VII.  King  of  Prussia  takes  possession  of  Dres- 
den^ and  blocks  up  the  King  of  Poland  at  Pima.  §  VIII. 
Prussian  qrmy  penetrates  into  Bohemia^  and  fights  the 
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$  L  HAVING  thus,  to  the  best  of.  our  power^ 
given  a  faithful  mod  exact  detail  4of  every  material  events 
in  which  Great  Britain  was  concerned  either  at  home,  or  in 
her  setdements  abroad,  during  the  greatest  part  of  the  year 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-six,  we  shall  now 
return  to  Europe,  and  endeavour  to  explain  t^he^  beginning  : 
of  a  bloody  wiu*  in  Germany,  which  then  seemed  to  have 
^become  the  chief  object  of  the  British  cotmcils.     On  the 
eve  of  a  rupture  between   France  and    England,  it  waS 
natural  for  his  Britannic  majesty  to  provide  for  the  safety 
of  his  electoral  dominions,  the   only  quarter  by  which  he 
vas  at  all  accessible  to  the  eiforts  of  the  enemy,  iiho  he 
foresaw  would  not  fail  to  annoy  him  through  that  avenue. 
He,  at  that  time,  stood  upon   indifferent  terms  with  th< 
king  of  Prussia,  who  was  considered  as  a  partisan  and 
ally  of  ^France:  and  he  knew  that  the  house  of  Austria 
alone  would  not  be  suffictent  to  support  him  ag^nst  tw6 
such  powerful*  antagonists.     In  this  emergency,   he  hadi 
recourse  to  die  empress  of  Jtivssia,  who,  in  Consequence  erf 
m  large  s^Midy  granted  by  England,  engaged  to  furnish  a 
strong. body  of  fbvfes  for  the  defence  of  Hanover*     His 
Prusaimi  majeaty,  startled  at  the  conditions  of  this  treaty^ 
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toDk  te  n^iportuoitjr  tf>  dechiw  tfwt  h«  voiiU  sot  tidSer 
fbrei|pft  foroefe  t>f  *n^  nalioa  to  coltr  libe  tiApire>  either  as 
prmcif)alft  b^  aaxSiaries ;    a  dctdsratioii   whick  probably 
flor^irtd  from  a  jealotwy  and  avctticm  he  bad  ticnaeetvai  to 
the  court  of  PeMraburgh,  aa  well  aa  from  a  retolaiioa  be  had 
fianoed  uf  atrikiog  sooie  great  stroke  in  Germanjr,  without 
any  risk  of  being  restricted  or  eontnrikEd*     He   knew  he 
thotAd  give  ambrslge  to  the  FreOch  kiiig,  whD  had  already 
aftade  fnaparatioas  for  penetrating  into  Westphalia :  but  he 
took  it  for  granted  he  sbbuld  be  able  to  exahaoge  faU  coo- 
aeaions  with  Franee  for  the  alliance  with  Great  BiitaiOf 
wMch  would  be  much  Irsa  trottbleaoBa;e,  aod  much  more 
productive  of  advantage ;  indeed^  $ucfa  an  alliance  was  the 
necessary  consequence  of  his  deckuratrnfe    Had  his  Britan- 
nic majesty  made  a  requisition  of  the  Russian  auxiliaries, 
he  must  have  exposed  himself  to  tlie  reacn^nent  bf  a  wnr- 
like  monarchy   who  hovered  on  the  skirts  of  his  ^ct(Hi«te 
at  the  head  of  one  hundred  and  forty  thousand  -men,  and 
could  have  subdued  the  whole  country  in  one  week;  and  if 
be  forebore  to  avail  himself  of  tiie' treaty  with  the  czarina, 
he  did  not  know  how  soon  the  king  of  Prua^  i^ight  be 
reconciled  to  his  most  christian  majesty's  desigd  of  inva^ 
sion.  As  for  the  empress  queen,  her  attention  was  engrossed 
by  schemes  for  her  interest  or  preservation ;  and  her  hsmda 
so  full,  that  she  either  could  not,  or  would  notj  fulfil  the 
engagements  she  had  contracted  with  her  former  and  firmest 
idlies*     In  these  circumstances  the  king  of  Ent^land  aoMgbt 
and  obtained  the  alliance  of  Prussia^  whichv  to  the  best  of 
our  comprehension,  entailed  upon  Great  Britain  the  enoi> 
l»ous  burden  ol  extravagant  siibsidiesy  together  with   the 
itttolerable   expense    of  a  coptincntal  war^  wkhoiat  being 
productive  of  one  advantage,  either  positive  Or  negatiire^  to 
England  or  Haimver.     On   the   contrary^  this  conneiuoa 
thre^v  the  empress  queen  into  the  ara^  of  Frante,  whose 
friendship  she  bought  at  the  expense  of  the  barrier  in  the 
Netherla^s,  acquired  with  infinite  laboiu*,  by  the  Uoodaod 
treasure  of  the  mai^itime  po^vers :  it  gave  hirth  to  a  Gon« 
lederaey  of  despotic  princes ;  suf&cient,  if  their  ^iot  force 
was  fully  exekrted,  to  avtrtlu*oW  the  liberties  of  all  the  liree 
stites  in  Europe ;  an4,  after  all,  Hanover  has  been  mrer** 
rtm,  ^nd  subdued  by  the  enemy;  ^d  ihe  kia^^of  Proasia 
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pun  ^  tte  iito  ^  the  ibmpivev     AU  thesis  ooottefUtnoKB  afe^ 
we  ap{Mr«h«iid4  fairly  iobdtMsiUe  6mm  tkt  rcttolinioto  wkiolf 
1m  ^vssfisb  majmty  took^  «t  this  junaure^  to  precipttate  m 
war  wkh  tbe  house  of  AwMisu    Thit  uppsiTeftt  motives  thsfi 
pfoiftfited  him  to  tiiU  dieMure  we  «lu^  presemly  expimn* 
Ik  the*  meas  time,  the  cleieiisive  treaty  betwieeci  the  empceoa 
^«ee)i  and  France  ^as  no  sooner  rotified^i  than  the  cxariaa 
was  invited  toratcvde  to  die  alltanoe,  and  a  private  fUliitstei*  ^ 
seiit  froKi 'Paris  to  Petersburgh,  to  ne^tiatethe  conditioas 
oEthftS  a^cesstOB,  whtclv.the  empress  of  Russia  accordiogly^ 
emlnnccd:  a   civeunsataiice  so  agreeable  to  the  cottrt   of 
V^rsatUes,  that  the  mati|itts  de  L'Hopkal  was  immediately 
appeinted  ambaflsador  extiaordinary  and  plenipiltenciary  to 
the  court  of  Russia*     A[^ications  was  likewise  made  to 
the^oufts  of  Madrid  awl  Turin,  soliciting  their  concttr-' 
renee;  but  th€^r  catholic  and  Sfvrdtnian  majesties  wisely 
resolved   to   c^erve  a  nsotrality.      At   the   same   time^ 
fi^ri§iies  were  begmi  by  the  French  emissaries  in  the  senatlB^ 
of  Sweden,  in  order  tx)  kindle  up  a  war  between  that  nation 
and  Prussia ;  and  their  endeavours  succeeded  in  the  eequelv 
even  contrary  to  the  lOGlinatioH  of  their  soverei^.     At 
present, 'a  plot  was  discovered  for   altering  the  form  of 
govefnasoEit,  by  iocreasmg  the  power  of  the  crown;  and 
several  persons-  of  rank  being  convicted  upon  trial,  were 
IMit^ded  as  principals  in  this  conspiracy.    Although  it  did 
tiet  appear  that  the  king  or  queen  were  at  all  concerned  ii| 
the  scheme,  his  Swedish  majesty  thonght  himself  so  hardly 
teeated  by  the  diet,  that  he  throatened  to  resign  his  royalty, 
ailid  retire  into  Ids  own  hereditary  doaiiiiioas.    This  design 
was  extremely  disagreeable  to  tbe  people  in  general,  who 
espouflied  his  cause  in  opposition  to  the  diet,  by  whom  they 
/Conceived  themselves  more   oppressed  than   they   should 
have  hcen  under  ^an  unlimited  monarchy. 

$  II.  The  king  of  Prussia,  idarmed  at  these  formidable 
iBianceS)  ordered  all  his  forces  to  be  completed,  and  held 
in  reaidiness  to  march  at  the  first  notice ;  and  a  report  was 
.  iiidttsttiousty  circulated,  that  by  a  secret  article  in  the  late 
treaty  between  France  and  the  house  of  Austria,  these 
two  powers  had  ol^Iiged  themselves  to  destroy  the  pro* 
tectant  religion,  and  overturn  the  freedom  of  the  empire,  by 
js  forced  election  of  m  king  of  the  Romans.     The  cry,  of 
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reUgioB  was  no  in^olitic  meaavore:  but.  it  no  Uiiq[er'p«o* 
duced  the  $ame  effect  as  ia  times  past.     RdigicMi  was  made 
a  pretence  on  both  sides ;  for  the  pactisaas  o£-  the  etepreas 
queen  insinuated,  on  aU  occasions,  that  the  ruin  of  die 
catholic   faith   in  Germany   was  the   principal   object  of- 
the  new  allianse  between  the  kings  of  Great  Britain  and 
Prussia.     It  was  in  consequence  of  such  sugg^tions,  i^kxt 
his  Britannic  majesty  ordered  his  electoral  minister  at  the 
diet,  to  deliver  a  ^memorial  to  aU  the  ministefs  at^Raf^s- 
bon,  expressing  his  surprise  to  find  the  trea^  he  had  con- 
cluded with  the  king  of  Prussia  industriously  represe&ted 
as  a  ground  of  apprehension  and  umbrage,  esp^ciaUy  for 
religion.     He  observed,  that  as  France  had  made  opea 
dispositions  for  invading  the  electorate  of  Hanover,  and 
disturbTng  the  peace  of  the  empire;  that  as  he  had  beta 
denied,  by  the  empress  queen,  the  succours  stiptdated  in 
treaties  of  alliance ;  and  as  he  was  refused  assistance  by  cer« 
tain  states  of  the  empire,  who  even  seemed  disposed  to  hkvowt 
such  a  diverMon :  he  had,  in  order  to  provide  for  the  se- 
curity of  his  own  dominions,  to  establish  peace  and  tran- 
quillity in  the  empire,  and  maintain  its  system  and  privileges^ 
without  any  prejudice  to  religion,  conchided  a  defensive 
treaty  with  the  king  of  Prussia:  that,  by  this  instance  of 
patriotic  zeal  for  the  welfare  of  Germany,  he  had  done  an 
essential  service  to  the  empress  queen,  and  performed  the 
part  which  the  head  of  the  empire,  in  dignity  and  duty, 
ought  to  have  acted:  that  time  would  demonstratis  how 
little  it  was  the  interest  of  the  empress  queen  to  engage  ia 
a  stiict  aUii»nce  with  a  foreign  power,  which,  for  upwards 
of  two  centuries,  had  ravaged  the  principal  provincesa>f  the 
l^mpire,  maintained  repeated   wars  against  the  archducal 
house  of  Austria,  had  always  endeavoured,  as  it  suited  her 
views,  to  excite  distrust  and  dissension. among  the  princes  . 
and  states  that  compose  the  Germanic  body. 

$  III.  The  court  of  Vienna  formed  two  considerable 
armies  in  Bohemia  and  Moravia;  yet.  pretended  that  they 
had  nothing  in  view  but  self  preservation,  and  solemnly  dis^ 
claimed  both  the  secret  article,  and  the  design  which  had 
been  lai4  to  their  charge.  His  most  chri^an  majesty  de- 
clared, by  his  minister  at  Berlin,  that  he  had  no  other  in- 
tention hut  to  maintain  the  public  tranquiUit^  of  £urc^ ; 


iiacl^  this  being*  Ae  sole  end  of  dl  Im  meaaureB,  be  beheld 
with'  stirprise  the  preparations  and  armaments  of  certain, 
potentates :  that,  whkterer  might  be  the  view  with  which 
they  were  made^  he  was  disposed  to  n^ake  use  of  the  power 
whidi  God  had  put  into  his  hands,  hot  only  to  maintain  the 
puUic  peace  of  Europe  against  all  who  should  attempt  to 
(fistttrb  it,  but  sdso  to  em|4oy  all  his  forces,  agreeably  to  his 
engagements,  for  the  assistance  of  his  ally,  in  case  her  do- 
mnioikis  should  be  attacked :  finally,  that  he  would  act  in 
Ae  same  manner  in  behalf  of  all  the  other  powers  with 
whom*  he  was  in  diiance.  This  intimation  made  very  little 
impression  upon  the  king  of  Prussia,  who  had  already 
formed  his  plan,  and  was  determined  to  execute  his  pur- 
pose. What  his  original  plan  might  have  been,  we  shall 
not  pretend  to  disclose ;  nor  do  we  believe  he  imparted  it 
to  any  confident  or  ally.  It  must  be  confessed,  however, 
that  the  intrigues  of  the  court  of  Vienna  furnished  him  with 
a'specious  jR-etence  for  drawing  the  sword,  and  commencing 
hostilities.  The  empress  queen  had  some  reason  to  be 
jealous  of  such  a  formidable  neighbour.  She  remembered 
his  irruption  into  Bohemia,,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  forty-four,  at  a  time  when^  she  thought  that 
country,  and  all  her  other  dominions,  s,ecure  from  his  in- 
vasion by  the  treaty  of  Breslau,  which  she  had  in  no  par- 
ticular contravened.  She  caballed  against  him  in  diflferent 
eoi^rts  of  Europe ;  she  concluded  a  treaty  with  the  czarina, 
which  though  seemingly  defensive,  implied  an  intention  of 
making  conquests  upon  this  monarch :  she  endeavoured  to 
engage  the  king  of  Poland,  elector  of  Saxony,  as  a  contract- 
ing power  in  this  confederacy;  and,  if  he  had  not  been 
afraid  of  a  sudden  visit  from  his  neighbour  of  Prussia,  it 
cannot  be  supposed  but  he  would  have  been  pleased  to 
contribute  to  the  humiliation  of  a  prince,  M'ho  had  once 
before,  without  the  least  provocation,  driven  him  from  his 
dominions,  taken  possession  of  his  capital,  routed  his  troops^ 
and  obliged  him  to  pay  a  million  of  crowns  to  indemnify 
him  for  the  expense  of  this  expedition :  but  he  carefully 
avoided  taking  such  a  step  as  might  expose  him  to  another 
invasion,  and  even  refused  to  accede  to  the  treaty  of  Peters- 
bnrgb,  though  it  was  expressly  defensive;  the  Casus  Fccdcrus 
\>t\n^  his  Pruwap  tnfijesty'a  attucking  eitheiC  of  the  con* 
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prime  nramter  and  iwroiirite  of  ihe  king  of  Mfaoid,  hoi, 
in  coojuncdoo  with  some  of  the  AiMtrHm  mktitteiVy  cv* 
ried  oo  certatn  scandahiut  mtrigues^  in  prdcir  to  aobral 
this  ktog  of  Pnifftia  widi  the  onpreu  of  Rmaia,  hetfroeo 
whom  a  miauoderstanding  had  Umg  sabiiaied* 

§  IV*  His  Proflsian  majesty,  porceivkig  die  mSiiafy 
preparations  of  the  court  of  Vieona,  tand  having  oht^ined 
intelligence  of  their  secret  negotiations  with  different  powers 
of  Europe,  ordered  M.  de  KKngraafe,  his  mintster  at  th€ 
Imperial  court,  to  demand  whether  all  idiose  preparatioas 
of  war,  on  the  frontiers  of  Silesia^  were  designed  agmmt 
him,  and  what  were  the  intentions  of  her  Imperial  majesty? 
To  this  demand  the  empress  repfied,  that  In.  the  present 
juncture  she  had  found  it  necessary  to  make  armaments,  as 
well  for  her  own  defence  as  for  that  of  her  allies;  but  that 
they  did  not  tend  to  the  prejudice  of  any  person  or  state 
whatever.     The  king,  far  from  being  satisfied  with  thit 
general  answer,  sent  fresh  orders  to  Klingraafe,  to  repre* 
sent,  that  after  the  king  had  assembled,  as  long  as  he  though^ 
consistent  with  his  safety  and  honour,  the  bad  designs  im- 
puted to  the  empress  would  not  suffer  him  longer  to  dis*^ 
guise  his  sentiments :    that  he  was   acquainted   with  the 
offensive  projects  which  the  two  courts  had  formed  at  9tf 
tersburgh ;    that  he  knew  they  had  engaged  to  attack  him 
suddenly  with  an  army  of  two  hundred  thousand  men;  a 
design  which  would  have  been  executed  in  the  spring  of  the 
yitar,  had  not  the  Russian  forces  wanted  recruits,  their  fleet 
mariners,  and  Lovonia  a  sufficient  quantity  pf  com  for  their 
support;  that  he  constituted  the  empress  arbiter  of  peace 
or  war :  if  she  desired  the  former,  he  required  a  clear  and 
formal  declaration,  or  positive  assurance,  that  she  had  no 
intention  to  attack  him,  either  this  year  or  the  next ;  but 
he  should  look  upon  an  ambiguous  answer  as  a  declaration 
of  war ;  and  he  culled  heaven  to  witness,  that  the  empress 
alone  would  be  guilty  of  the  innocent  blood  that  should  be 
spilt,  and  all  the  dismal  consequences  that  would  attend 
the  commission  of  hostilities* 

^  V.  A  declaration  of  this  nature  might  have  provoked 
a  less  haughty  court  than  that  of  Vienna,  ^nd,  indeed, 
seems  to  hav«  been  calculated  on  ptnrpose  so  exasperate  the 
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pride  of  her  Iinp«ml  majesty,  whose  mmret  be  socmi  re- 
ceived to  this  effect :  that  his  majesty  the  king  of  Pnwsiii 
had  already  been  employed,  for  some  time,  in  all  kinds  of 
the  most  considerable  preparations  of  war,  and  the  most 
disquieting  wi&  regard  to  the  public  tranquillity,  when  he 
thought  fit  to  demand  explanations  <tf  her  majesty^  touch* 
iag  the  military  dispositions  that  were  making  in  her  do- 
minions ;  dispositions  on  which  she  had  not  resolyed  till 
after  the  preparations  of  his  Prussian  majesty  bad  been 
made ;  that  though  her  majesty,  might  have  declined  ex- 
pluning  herself  on  those  subjects,  which  required  no 
explanation,  she  had  been  pleased  to  declare,  with  her  own^ 
mouth,  tg  M.  de  Klingraafe,  that  the  critical  state  of  ptjUblic 
affairs  rendered  the  measures  she  was  taking  absolutely  ne- 
eessary  for  her  own  safety,  and  that  of  her  allies ;  but  that, 
in  other  respects,  they  tended  to  the  prejudice  of  no  person 
whatsoever:  tluit  her  Imperial  majesty  had  undoubtedly  a 
right  to  form  what  judgment  she  pleased  on  the  circum* 
stances  of  the  times ;  and  likewise  that  it  beI<Higed  to  none 
but  herself  to  estimate  her  own  danger :  that  her  declaration 
was  so  clear,  she  never  imagined  it  could  be^tbought  other- 
wise :  that  being  accustomed  to  receive,  as  well  as  to  prac- 
tise, the  decorums  which  sovereigns  owe  to  each  other,  she 
could  not  hear  without  astonishment  and  sensibility  the 
contents  of  the  memorial  now  presented  by  M.  de  Klin*^ 
graafe ;  so  extraordinary,  both  in  the  matter  and  expressions^ 
that  she  would  find  herself  under  a  necessity  of  transgress- 
ing the  bounds  of  that  moderation  which  she  had  prescribed 
to  herself,  were  she  tcT  ajnswer  the  whole  of  its  contents  ; 
nevertheless,  she  thought  proper  to  declare,  that  the  in- 
formation communicated  to  his  Prussian  majesty,  of  an 
offensive  alliance  against  him,  subsisting  between  herself 
and  the  empress  of  Russia,  together  with  the  circumstances 
and  pretended  stipulations  of  that  alliance,  were  absolutely 
felse  and  forged,  for  no  such  treaty  did  exist,  or  ever  had 
existed.  She  concluded  with  observing,  that  this  decla^ 
ration  would  enable  all  Europe  to  judge  of  what  weight 
and  quality  those  dreadfid  events  were  which  Klingraafe's 
memorial  announced ;  and  to  perceive  that,  in  any  case, 
they  could  not  be  imputed  to  her  Imperial  majesty.  This 
an&wer,  though  seemingly  explicit,  was  not  deemed  sufii* 
Vol.  III.  S  a 
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categorical^  or,  at  least,  not  suitable  to  die  purposes 
of  the  king  of  Prussia,  who,  by  his  resident  at  Vienna,  once 
more  declared,  that  if  the  impress  queen  would  sign  a 
positive  assurance  that  she  would  not  attack  his  Prussian 
majesty,  either  this  year  or  the  next,  he  would  diiectly 
withdraw  his  troops,  and  let  things  be  restored  to  their 
former  footing.  This  demand  was  evaded,  on  pretence 
that  such  an  assurance  could  not  be  more  binding  than  the 
solemn  treaty  by  which  he  was  already  secured :  a  trea^ 
which  the  empress  queen  had  no  intention  to  violate*  But, 
before  an  answer  could  be  delivered,  the  king  had  actually 
invaded  Saxony,  and  published  his  declaration  against  tbe 
court  of  Vienna.  The  court  of  Vienna  believing  that  the 
king  of  Prussia  was  bent  upon  employing  his  arms  some- 
where ;  being  piqued  at  the  dictatorial  manner  in  which  his 
demands  were  conveyed :  unwilling  to  lay  themselves  under 
further  restrictions;  apprehensive  of  giving  umbrage  to 
their  allies,  and  confident  of  having  provided  for  their  own 
security,  resolved  to  run  the  risk  of  his  resentment,  not 
without  hopes  of  being  indemnified  in  the  course  of  the  wari, 
for  that  part  of  Silesia  which  the  queen  had  been  obliged 
to  cede  in  the  treaty  of  Breslau. 

$  VL  Both  sides  being  thus   prepared,  and  perh^>s. 
equally  eager  for  aqtion,  the  king  of  Prussia  would  no  longer 
suspend  his  operations,  and  the  storm  fell  first  upon  Saxony. 
He  resolved  to  penetrate  through  that  country  into  Bohe- 
mia, and  even  to  take  possession  of  it  as  a  frontier,  as  well 
as  for  the  convenience  of  ingress  and  egress  to  and  from 
the  Austrian  dominions.    Besides,  he  had  reason  to  believe 
the  kitig  of  Poland,  elector  of  Saxony,  was  connected  with 
the  czarina  and  the  empress  queen ;  therefore,  he  thought 
it  would  be  impolitic  to  leavi^  that  prince  in  any  condition 
to  give  him  the  least  disturbance.     His  army  entered  the 
Saxon  territory  towards  the  latter  end  of  August,  when  he 
pubished  a  declaration,  importing  that  the   unjust  conduct 
and   dangerous  views  of  the  court  of  Vienna  against  his 
majesty's  dominions  laid  him  uhder  the  necessity  of  taking 
proper  measures  for  protecting  his  territories  and  subjects  ; 
that  for  this  purpose  he  could  not  forbear  taking  the  disa- 
greeable resolution  to  enter  with  his  troops  the  hereditary 
dominions  of  his  majesty  the  king  of  Poland^  elector  of 
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Baaumy :  but  lie  pvotested  before  God  and  man,  *  that  oh 
account  of  his  personal  esteem  and- tiriendship  for  that 
prince,  he  would  not  hav%  proceeded  44mUs  extremity,  had 
he  not  been  forced  to  it  by  the  laws<jifcn»ai',  the  fetaiity  of 
the  -present  conjuncture,  and  ^e  necessity  of  providing  for 
die  defence  and  security  of  hb. subjects*  He  reminded  the 
public  of  the  tenderness  with  which  'he  had  treated'  the 
'elector  of  Saxony,  during' the  campaign^ of  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred,  and  forty-four,  and' of  the  bad 
OMisequences  resulting  to  that  monarch  from  his  engage- 
ments with  the  enemies  of  Prussia.  He  declared  that  the 
apprehensions  of  being  exposed  again  to  such  enterprises, 
had  obliged  him  to  take  those  precautions  which  prudence 
dictated :  but  he  protested  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  thft 
he  had  no  hostile  views  against  his  Polish,  majesty  or  his 
dommions :  that  his  troops  did  not  enter  Saxony  as  ene* 
mies,  and  he  had  taken  care  that  they  should  observe  the 
b^t  order  and  the  most  exact  discipline  :  that  he  desired 
nothing  more  ardently,  than  the  happy  minute  that  should 
|»'Ocure  him  to  the  satisfaction  of  restoring  to  his  Polish 
majesty  his  hereditary  dominions,  which  he  had  seized  onljr 
as  a  sacred  depositum.  By  his  minister  at  Dresden,  he , 
had  demanded  a  free  passage  for  his  forces  through  the 
Saxon  dominions ;  and  this,  the  king  of  Poland  was  ready  to 
grant,  with  reasonable  limitations,  to  be  settled  by  commis- 
saries appointed  for  that  purpose.  But  these  were  fprmalities 
which  did  not  at  all  suit  with  his  Prussian  majesty's  disposi** 
tion  or  design*  Eveji  before  this  requisition  was  made,  a 
body  of  his  troops,  amounting  to  fifteen  thousand,  under  the 
command  of  prince  Ferdinand,  brother  to  the  duke  of 
Brunswick,  took  possession  of  Leipsick  on  the  twentieth 
day  of  September.  Here  he  published  a  declaration,  sig^ 
nifying  that  it  was  his  Prussian  niajesty's  intention  to  con- 
sider and  defend  the  inhabitants  of  that  electorate  as  if  they 
were  his  own  subjects;  and  that  he  had  given  precise 
orders  to  his  troops  to  observe  the  most  exact  discipline. 
As  the  first  mark  of  his  affection,  he  ordered  them  to  pro- 
vide the  army  with  all  sorts  of  provision,  according  to  a 
certain  rate,  on  pain  of  military  execution.  That  same 
evening,  notice  was  given  to  the  corporation  of  merchants, 
that  their  deputies  should  pay  all  taxes  and  customs  to  die 
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king  of.  Pnmia  f  tben  he  tdok  postcwon  of  die  coBloai^ 
lliouse,  and  excite  oftce,  and  ordered  die  magaatines  of  com 
and  meal  to  be^f^Md  for  the  use  of  his  soldiers* 

$  VII.  The.  Um^of  Poland,  ^prehensive  of  such  a 
visitation^  had  ordered  all  die  troops  of  his  electorate  to 
leave  their  quarters,  and  assemble  in  a  strong  camp  mark^ 
ed  out  for  them,  between  Pima  and  Konigstein,  whicb^was 
intrenched,  and  provided  with  a  numerous  tnun  of  ardllery* 
Thither  the  king  of  Poland  repaired,  with  his  two  sons 
Xaverius  and  Charles;  but  the  queen  and  the  rest  of  die 
royal  family  remained  at  Dresden*  Of  his  capital  his 
Prussian  majesty,  with  the  bulk  of  the  army,  took  posses^ 
sion  on  the  eighth  day  of  September,  when  he  was  visited 
by  lord  Stormont,  the  English  ambassador  at  that  court, 
accompanied  by  count  Salmour,  a  Saxon  minister,  who,  in 
his  master's  name,  proposed  a  neutrality.  The  king  of 
Prussia  professed  himself  extremely  well  pleased  with  the 
proposal ;  and,  as  the  most  convincing  proof  of  his  neu* 
traUty,  desired  the  king  of  Poland  would  separate  his  urmj^ 
by  ordering  his  troops  to  return  to  their  former  quarters. 
His  Polish  majesty  did  not  like  to  be  so  tutored  m  his  own 
dominions  :  he  depended  for  his  own  safety  more  upon 
the  valour  and  attachment  of  his  troops  thus  assembled, 
dian  upon  the  friendship  of  a  prince  who  had  invaded  hb 
4iominion8,  and  sequestered  his  revenue  without  provoca*- 
tton ;  and  he  trusted  too  much  to  the  situation  of  his  camp 
at  Pima,  which  was  deemed  impregnable.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  king  of  Prussia  fixed  his^eadqua^ters  at  Seid* 
litE,  about  half  a  German  league  distant  from  Pima,  and 
posted  his  army  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  be  able  to  inter- 
cept all  convoys  of  provision  designed  for  the  Saxon  camp: 
his  forces  extended  on  the  right  towards  the  frontiers  of 
Bohemia,  and  the  vanguard  actually  seized  the  passes  that 
lead  to  the  circles  of  Satzer  and  Leumeritz,  in  that  king^ 
dom  i  while  prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunswick  marched  with 
a  body  of  troops  along  the  £lbe,  and  took  post  at  thia  last 
place  without  opposition.  At  the  same  time,  the  king 
covered  his  own  dominions,  by  assembling  two  considera- 
ble bodies  in  Upper  and  Lower  Silesia,  which  occupied  the 
passes  that  communicated  with  the  cirdksof  Buntzlau  and 
SLoningsgratz.     Hostilities  were  commenced  on  the  thk* 


ceemh  <kqr  of  SefCeodbttv  by  a  detacfametit  of  Pniniaa 
huMars,  who  attadked  an  Auslrian  escort  to  a  convoy  of 
proYiaioaSf  dcatgned  for  the  Sascon  camp;  and  having 
routed  them,  carried  off  a  considerable  number  of  loaded 
wagonStf  The  magazines  at  Dresden  were  filled  with  an 
immense  quantity  dF  provision  and  forage  for  ^e  Prussian 
army,  and  the  bakers  were  orderod  to  prepare  a  vast  quan- 
ti*y  of  breads  for  which  purpose  thirty  new  ovens  were 
erected.  When  the  king  of  Prussia  first  arrived  at  Dres« 
den,  he  lodged  at  the  house  of  the  countess  Moezinska, 
and  gave  orders  that  the  queen  and  royal  family  of  Poland^ 
should  be  treated  with  all  due  veneration  and  respect.^; 
even  while  the  Saxon  camp  was  blocked  up  on  •every  side, 
he  sometimes  permitted  a  wagon,  loaded  with  fresh  provi- 
sion and  game,  to  pass  unmolested,  for  the  use  of  his  P<dish 
majesty* 

$  VIII*  During  these  transactions,  the  greatest  part  of 
the  Prussian  army  advanced  into  Bohemia,  under  the  com- 
mand of  veldt  mareschal  Keidi,^  who  reduced  the  towu 
and  palace  of  Tetehen,  took  possessicm  of  all  the'  passes, 
and  encamped  near  Aussig,  a  small  town  in  Bohemia,  at 
no  great  distance  from  the  Imperial  army,  amounting  to 
fifty  thousand  men,  commanded  by  count  Brown,  an  officer 

k  His  majesty  seems  to  have  abated  of  this  respect  in  the  sequel,  if  w« 
may  Wliieire  the  usertknia  of  hit  PolUh  mijesty*!  queen,  and  the  court  of  Vieonty 
-vfao  afRrmedt  tliat  sentineU  were  posted  within  the  palace  where  the  queen 
and  royal  famWt  resided  ;  as  also'  it  the  door  of  the  secret  cabinet,  where  the 
pS|MV9  vthitHig;  to  foreign  transactiona  were  -deposited.  The  keys  of  this 
cabinet  were  seized,  and  all  the  writings  demanded.  The  whole  Saxon  ministrj 
were  discharged  from  their  respective  employments,  and  a  new  commission  was 
ythlishfd  by  the  king  of  Prussia  for  the  administration  of  affairs  in  |;eneraL 
When  the  qu^en  entreated  this  prince  to  remove  the  sentinels  ppsted  within  his 
palaee,  and  (ionticuoas  passages,  agreeabl^r  to  his  tssuranees,  that  all  due  respect 
ahould  be  obsenred  towards  the  royal  family,  the  king  ordered  the  guards  to  be 
doubled,  and  ^enit  an  officer  to  demand  ofher  majesty  the  keys  of  the  secret  caU- 
jtet  The  qiieen  ebtained  the  officer's  consent  that  the  doors  should  be  sealed 
up ;  but  afterwards  he  returned  with  orders  to  break  them  open  :  then  her  ma- 
jesty plaoing  henelf  before  the  door,  aaid,  she  tniited  so  much  to  the  promise  of 
the  king  of  Prussia,  that  she  could  not  believe  he  had  given  such  orders.  The 
officer  declaring;  that  his  orders  were  positive,  and  that  he  durst  not  disobey  them, 
Ate  eenliiitted  m  the  saroe^laoe,  declaring^,  that  if  violence  was  to  be  used,  he 
must  begin  with  her.  The  officer  retummg  to  acq^uaint  the  king  with  what  had 
pasaed,  her  majesty  conjured  the  ministers  or  Prussia  and  England  to  remind  hir 
aaigeabr  of  his  promise ;  but  her  representations  had  no  effect ;  the  officer  return- 
ed witn  fresh  orders  to  use  fbrce,  in  spite  of  the  opposition  she  might  make 
«|^tiat  it  in  person.  The  queen,  finding  hersdfin  danger  of  her  life,  at  length 
withdrew  ;  the  doors  were  forced,  die  chest  broke  o\Hin,  and  all  the  paper  seized. 
1  Brother  to  the  earl  mareschal  of  iSeotland,  a  gentleman  who  had  swnalized 
himself  as  a^ general  in  the  Russian  army,  and  was  accounted  one  of  the  best  offi- 
cers  of  his  time ;  not  more-  admired  for  his  warlike  genius,  than  amiaUe  in  h|fl 
dispMUiin. 
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of  Irish  extract,  who  had  often  dislteguiihed  hiflnself  in  die 
field  by  bis  courage,  vigilancev  and  conduct.  His  Pnisilati 
majesty  having  left  a  considerable  body  of  troops  for  the 
blockade  of  Pima,  assumed  in  person  the  command  of  mare^ 
schal  Keith's  corps,  and  advanced  to  give  battle  to  ^ 
enemy.  On  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  September  he  formed 
his  troops  in  two  columns,  and  in  the  evening  arrived  with 
his  van  at  Welmina,  from  whence  he  saw  ike  Austrian  atmy 
posted  with  its  right  at  Lowoschutz,  and  its  left  tow^^ 
the  £gra«  Having  occupied  with  six  battalions  a  hdilow 
way,  and  some  rising  grounds,  which  commanded  the  town 
of  Lowoschutz,  he  remained  all  night  under  arms  at  Wel- 
mina ;  and  en  the  first  day  of  October,  ^iriy  in  the  mornings 
formed  his  whole  army  in  order  of  batde ;  the  first  line^  con* 
sisting  of  the  infantry,  occupying,  two  hills^  and  a  bottom 
betwixt  them ;  the  second  line  being  formed  of  some  battal* 
ions,  and  the  third  composed  of  the  whole  cavalry.  The 
Austrism  general  h»d  taken  possesnon  of  Xowoscfaatz,  wiA 
a  gireat  body  of  infantry,  and  placed  a  battery  of  cannon  im 
front  of  the  town  :  he  had  formed  his  cavalry  chequer  woe 
in  a  line  between  Lowoschutz,  andtheviHage^of  Sanschits; 
and  posted  about  two  thousand  Croats  and  irregulars  in  the 
vineyards  and  avenues  on  his  right.  The  mombig  was 
darkened  with  si  thick  fog,  which  vanished  about  seven : 
then  the  Prussian  cavalry  advanced  to  attack  the  enemy's 
horse :  but  received  such  a  fire  from  the  irregulars,  posted 
in  vineyards  and  ditches,  as  well  as  from  a  numerous  artil^ 
lery,  that  they  were  obliged  to  retire  for  protection  to  the 
rear  of  the  Prussian  infantry  and  cannon.  There  being 
formed  and  led  back  to  the  charge,  they  made  an  impres- 
sion on  the  Austrian  cavalry,  and  drove  the  irregulars,  and 
other  bodies  of  infantry,  from  the  ditches,  defiles,  and  vine— 
.yards  which  they  possessed  :  but  they  suffered  so  severely 
in  this  dangerous  service,  that  the  king  ordered  them  to 
reascend  the  hill,  and  take  post  again  behind  the  infantry, 
from  whence  they  no  more  advanced.  In  the  mean  time, 
a  furious  cannonading  was  maintained  on  both  sides  with 
considerable  effects.  At  length  the  left  of  the  Prussian 
infantry  was  ordered  to  attack  ^he  town  of  Lowoschutz  in 
flank  5  but  met  with'  a  very  warm  reception,  and  in  all  like- 
lihood, would  have  miscarried,  had  not  veldt  mareschal  Keith 


ir*6.  QBOTOB  H.  jjljr 

headed  them  in  peraon:  when  he  drew  his«8io>id,  ^nd  toU 
them  he  woidd  lead  them  cm,  he  was  ^ven  to  undetvtandy 
that  all' their  powder  and  shot  weve  exhausted:  he  turned 
immediately  to  them  with  a  cheerful  countenance,  said  he 
w«s  very  glad  th^  had  no  more  ammunition,  being  well 
assured  the  enemy  could  not  withstand  them  at  push  of  bay- 
onet; so  saying,  he  advanced  at  their  head,  and,  driving  the 
Austiians  from  Lowoschutz,  set  the  suburbs  on  fire.  The 
infantry  had  been  already  obliged  to  quit  the  eminence  on 
the  ri^t;  and  now  their  whole  army  retired  to  Budin,  oq 
die  other  side  of  the  Egra*  Some  prisoners,  colours,  and 
pieces  of  cannon,  were  taken  on  both  sides;  and  the  loss 
*  of  each  might  amount  to  two  thousand  five  hundred  kHled 
and  wounded ;  so  diat,  on  the  whole,  it  was  a  drawn  batde, 
though  both  generals  claimed  the  victory.  The  detail  of 
the  action,  published  at  Berlin,  declares,  that  the  king  of 
Prussia  not  only  gained  the  batlle,  but  that  same  day  estab^ 
Ushed  Jiis  l^adquarters  at  Lowoschutz :  whereas  the  Aus- 
trian Gazette^  affirms,  that  the  mareschal  count.  Brown 
obliged  his  Prussian  majesty  to  retire,  and  remained  all 
night  on  the  field  of  batde ;  but  next  day,  finding  his  troops 
in  want  of  water,  he  repaired  to  the  camp  of  Budin.  If  the 
battle  was  at  all  decisive,  the  advantage  certainly  fell  to  the 
Austrians ;  for  his  Prussian  majesty,  who,4n  all  probability, 
bad  hoped  to  winter  at  Prague,  was  obliged  by  the  opposi- 
tion he  met  with,  ta  resign  this  plan,  and  retreat  before 
winter  into  the  electorate  of  Saxony. 

$  IX.  The  Prussian  army  having  rejoined  diat  body 
which  had  been  left  to  block  up  the  Saxons  ^t  Pirna,  his 
Polish  majesty  and  his  troops  were  reduced  to  such  ex- 
tremity of  want,  that  it  became  indispensably  necessary 
either  to  attempt  an  escape,  or  surrender  to  the  king  of 
Prussia.  The  former  part  of  the  alternative  was  chosen, 
and  the  plan  concerted  with  count  Brown,  the  Austrian 
general,  who,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  execution,  advanced 
privately  with  a  body  of  troops  to  Lichtendorf,  near  Schan- 
deau ;  but  the  junction  could  not  be  effected.  On  the  four- 
teenth day  of  October  the  Saxons  threw  a  bridge  of  boats 
over  the  Elbe,  pear  Konigstein,  to  which  castle  they  remo- 
ved all  their  artillery;  then  striking  their  tents  in  the  night, 
passed  the  river  undiscovered  by  the  enemy.     They  con« 
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tinned  to  retreat  with  all  possible  expedkson ;  b^  the  roada 
W4$re  so  bad,  they  made  Uttle  progress.  Next  day;^  when 
part  of  tbem  bad  advanced  about  half  way  up  a  kili  oppo* 
site  to  Komgstein,  and  the  r^t  were  entangled  in  a  narrow 
plain,  where  there  was  no  room  to  act,  they  perceived  tiais 
the  Prussians  were  in  possession  of  all  tlue  passes,  and 
found  themselves  surrounded  on  every  side,  fisiBting  widt 
hunger  and  fatigue,  and  destitute  of  every  convenience^ 
In  this  deplorable  condition  they  remaioed,  when  the  kiag 
of  Poland,  from  the  fortress  of  Konigstein,  sent  a  letter  to 
his  general,  the  veldt  mareschal  count  Rutowski,  vesting  hiss 
with  All!  and  discretionary  power  to  surrender,  or  take 
such  other  measures,  as  he  should  judge  nu^t  conducive 
to  the  preservation  of  the  officers  and  soldiers.™  By  this 
time  count  Brown  had  retired  to  Budin,  so  that^ there  waa^ 
no  choice  left.  A  capitulation  was  demanded:  but,  in 
effect,  die  wh<^e  Saxon  army  was/  obliged  to  surrender  at 
discretion :  and  the  soldiers  were  afterwards,-  by  corafHil- 
rion,  incorporated  with  the  troops  of  Prussia*  The  kkig 
of  Poland  being  thus  deprived  of  his  electoral  domiaifma;, 
his  troops,  arms,  artillery,  imd  ammunition,  thought  it  hi^ 
time  to  provide  for  his  own  safety,  and  r^red  with  all 
expedition  to  Poland.  His  Prussian  majesty  cannoned  his 
forces  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Seidlttz,  and  adong  the  Elbe 
towards  Dresden.  His  other  army,  which  had  entered 
'  Bohemiai,  under  the  command  of  the  count  de  Icbwerin, 
retired  to  the  confines  of  the  county  of  GlatZy  where  they 
were  distributed  in  quarters  of  cantonment;  so  that. this 
short  campaign  wa^  (ioished  by  the  l^egtnning  of  November. 

m  The  letter  was  to  the  following  effect : 
**  V«ldt  Mareschal  Count  Rutowski, 

'*  It  is  not  without  extreme  sorrow  1  understand  the  deplorahle  situation,  whieh 
a  chain- of  roisfortdnes  has  reserved  for  you,  the  rest  of  my  generals,  aiid  my  whole 
army ;  but  we  must  aequiesoe  in  the  disp^nqfttions  <^  Pi*oirideiic«,  Mid  eonacde  aur- 
selves  with  the  rectitude  of  our  sentiments  and  intentions.  They  ivould  force  me, 
H  seems,  as  you  ^ive  hie  to  understand,  by  major  general  the  baiOD  d^  Dyhem,  to 
Duhmit  to  conditions  the  more  severe,  in  proportion  aa  the  circumstances  become 
more  necessitous.  I  cannot  hear  them  mentioned.  I  am  a  free  monarch  ;  such  1 
vill  live ;  such  I  will  die ;  and  1  will  both  live  and  die  with  hoBPUi?*  The  fiite  of 
mv  army  1  leave  wholly  to  your  discretion/  Let  your  council  of  war  determine 
wnethef  you  must  surrender  prisoners  of  wai%  fiill  by  the  swprd,  9r  die  by  fiuune. 
May  your  resolutioiif,  if  (MiaBible,  be  coodueted  by  humanity ;  whatever  they  ma^ 
be,  f  have  no  longer  any  share  in  them  :  and  I  declare  ywi  shall  not  he  answer- 
able for  augbt  but  one  thing,- namely^  not  to  oan^y  anna  against  me  or  my  a)lifie. 
1  pray  God  may  have  you,  Mr.  Mareschal,  in  his  holy  keeping.  Given  at  Konig- 
%tein,  the  l4(h  of  October,  1756. 

AUGUSTUS,  RejL" 
**  To  the  Veldt  Mareschal  the  Count  RutowsU" 
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$  X.  The.  king,  of  Poland  in  his  distress^^id  not  feul  to 
knplore  the  ;asftiatance  and  mediation  of  neutral  powers* 
His.mkiiater  at  the^  Hague,  presented  a  memorial  to  the 
allies  general,  complaining,  that  the  invasion  of  Saxony  was 
mkt.  of  those  attacks  against  the  law  of  nations,  which,  from 
tbe..^eat.  respect  due  to  this  law,  demanded  the  assistance 
of^eyery.  pawer ^interested  in  the  preservation  of  its  o^n 
liberty  and  independency.  He  observed,  thsa  from  the 
first ,  glimpse  of  nusunderstanding  between  the  courts  of 
Vienna  and  Berlin,  he  had  expressly  enjoined  his  ministers 
at  all  the  courts  of  Europe;,  to  declare,  that  it  was  his  firm 
resolution,  in  the  present  conjuncture  of  aifairs,  to  observe 
the  strictest  neutrality.  H^  represented  that  a  free  and 
netitral  state  had  been,  in  the  midst  of  peace,  invaded  by 
an  enemy,  who  disguised  himself  under  the  mask  of  friend- 
^p,  without  alleging  the  least  complaint,  or  any  pretension 
whatsoever ;  but  founding  himself  solely  on  his  own  conve-^ 
nience,  made  himself  master,  by  armed  force,  of  all  the 
<:itiies  and  towns,  of  the  electorate,  dismantling  some,  and 
fortifying  others  :  that  he  had  disarmed  the  burghers  :  car- 
iried  oflF  the  magistrates  as  hostages  for  the  payment  of 
ut^ust  and  enormous  contributions  of  provisions  and  forage ; 
seized  the  coffers  and  confiscated  the  revenues  of  the  elec- 
torate, broke  open  the  arsenals,  and  transported  the  arms 
and  artillery  to  his  own  town  of  Magdeburgh ;  abolished 
the  privy  council,  and,  instead  of  the  lawml  government^ 
established  a  directory,  which  acknowledged  no  other  law 
bM  his  own  arbitrary  will.  He  gave  them  to  understand* 
that  all  these  proceedings  were  no  other  than  prelin^naries 
to  the  unheard  of  treatment  which  was  reserved  for  a 
qtteen,  whose  virtues  ought  to  have  commanded  respect, 
even  from  her  enemies :  that  from  the  hands  of  that  august 
princess,  the  archives  of  the  state  were  forced  away  by 
menaces  and  violences,  notwithstanding  the  security  which 
her  majesty  had  promised  herself  under  the  protection  of 
all  laws,  human  and  divine;  and  notwithstanding  the 
repeated  assurances  given  by  the  king  of  Prussia,  that  not 
only  her  person,  and  the  place  of  her  residence,  should  be 
absolutely  safe,  but  that  even  the  Prussian  garrison  should 
be  under  hf  r  direction.  He  observed,  thkt  a  prince  who 
declared  himself  protector  of  the  protestant  religion  hafl 

Vol.  III.  T  t 


\ 


teligioti  6w«fe  ili  cstabliftliiiiteMi,  mmI  ^  {ff«M*v«tkMi  ^  i«i 
tftost  inv^lttflfbld  iighte  i  dittt  tie  iMad  broke  tkto«i|jli  tte*  iMM 
trsp^ctabk  itow«  which  MAciitaie  tlie  uftmi  of  Ae  'Get^^ 
iisuilc  body,  utid«r  cx^our  of  a  defewe  «rUdi  Ae  -  ompiw 
litood  hi  nd  need  tf  e^tept  kgttasft  Mntelf  t  Aat  Ae  JiMf 
6f  PnuBBift)  while  he  itt^isis  o&  having  entered  Saxoiq^  as  a 
ffiend,  dertiands  hift  ariiiy,  lihe  admioktradtMi  ofliia  do*iti« 
Ibns^  and,  hi  a  woitl,  %hei  eacrilice  of  ki«  whole  electointti 
thd  that  the  ^tutiMati  directorv,  ia  the  dedairatliMi  of  ukCh 
lives,  {ml^shed  under  the  «oae  of  a  pmoe  m  whoift  frieti4* 
fthi^  waft  )>rclend€d,  thdo^t  it  ^upet^uoos  to  alle^  e^iMH 
luiy  pt^etext,  to  colour  the  B%urpatioo  of  hia  fetvitoriea  and 
revenee^^Thou^  <hi6  was  cenahily  the  case,  in  his  Attt* 
siaii  fhajesly's  ILrst  expOMtioti  of  motivea,  die  oaaissiott  mm 
tiftetwards  anpplied,  in  a  aiibaequemt  meioortal  to  the  aeiiMa 
getieral ;  m  which  he  charged  the  king  of  Pohwd,  as  an 
tK:tompUce  in,  ff  bo«  a«  accessary  to,  the  treaty  of  Fecen^ 
hargh;  and  even  taxed  him  with  having  agreed  Sd  a  pavd^ 
tioa  <if  some  Pn&ssian  territorieft,  when  thev  shouild  W 
tsonquered.  This  treaty  of  pantitton,  hbwe^r,  appears  t^ 
tiave  heen  made  in  time  <>f  actual  war,  befoi^  «tl  eaiise  of 
dispute  Was  removed  by  the  peace  <if  Dresden*    ^ 

^  XI.  While  the  Austriam  and  Prussian  armies  were 
in  the  field,  their  respective  ministers  were  tiot  idle  at 
Xstisbon^  wh«re  three  imperial  d<»erees  were  pafcftished 
UgailMt  his  Prussia^  majesty :  the  irst,  summoning  that 
ptince  to  wididraw  his  tro(^  from  die  electorate  of  Sai^toay^: 
the  seaomi,  commanding  all  the  vassals  of  the  empire  em^* 
ployed  hy  the  king  of' Prussia  So  ^uit  that  service  immpedi* 
fttely;  and  the  third,  forbidding  the  n[>embers  of  4ke 
ompive  to  sufler  any  levies  of  soldiers,  ibr  the  Pmssimi  ser* 
vice,  to  ht  raised  within  their  respective  jurisdictions*  Tb^ 
Prench  minister  declared  to  the  diet,  that  the  pnoceedinga 
of  his  Prussian  majesty  having  disclooed  to  the  woi4d  the 
project  concerted  between  diat  prince  and  the  Ung  of  fing^ 
land,  to  excite  in  the  empire  a  reiigioFus  war^  which  might 
*  he  favourable  to  their  particular  views,  his  mosft  chrikiaa 
flsaje»ty>,in  consequence  of  his  engagenaent  ivtdi  the  empress 
^een,  and  many  other  princes  of  the  empire,  being  resol* 
'^^cA  to  am^pour  C^em  in  the  most  cficadous  mnnoer,  would 
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nil^t  b«  thMghl  nfiic««saiy  %q  presf^rv^  the  liberty  of  th«r 
Germanic  body.     On  the  otber  h»fii%  ihe  Prvi^siiw  roii\4s» 
ter  asaiired  the  diel^.  Ihs^t  ht$  iB^sffr  w<>uld  very  lopn  pro^ 
ducie  the  |urM&  tllpt  .w«rQ  cQpa^  lo  hU  handa  pf  the  pla^ 
eojusenod  by ,  the  «Qiuts.  of  V iemn  And  PrQ»df n,  for  tb^ 
tabvenion  of  bi9  elector^  hW4«»  And  fQr  imposing  upq^ 
Urn  a  yoke,  which  seemed  to  ibreaten  ibe  whole  eoipire.  „ 
^XII«.Aboot  the. same  u«iQ  ihe  Russian  resident  a^  tlNI 
Hague  commimkai^d  tp  the,  st^tea  gen^r^l  »  dedaratipQ 
fronahiamislresat  impoftingthat  h^r  Ijnperial  m^^^%y  having 
aoBto  a  mexnprHd  presented  at  the  court  of  Vienna  by  th^ 
U119  of -PffussiaVeikvoy  extraordinary,  wa#  thereby  cony  in* 
«cd  tlMt  ilia  Prueaian.niajetty's  intention  was  ^o  attack  th# 
lemlones'  c^  the  empress  queen  1  in  which  pase,  she  (thu^ 
c«iarifia>  wm  iacwtatily  obliged  to  succQur  h^r.aUy  with  aU 
htf  ibrcer;  for.  which  end  shet  had  ordered  ^U  her  l^ropps  in 
I^vonifT'to  be  fbitkwifb  as$en|ib)ed  on  t}^  frontiers,  an4 
bi^ld  ihemselvea  in  readiness,  ly^marcb:  that,  moreover,  th^ 
lituaaiMi  admiralty  had  b^4n  enjpined  to  provide  inimedi* 
ately  a  anficient  number  of  galleys  for  transpco-ting  a  l^rg^i 
body  x)f  troops  to  Lubee*     The  aoiinistery  of  thq  en^presf 
queen,  both  at  the  Hague  and  at  l4ondon,  d^Uv^red  n^emq* 
rials   to   the  states  i^nersd   and  bi$    9ritaanic   fnajestyi 
demanding  the  sueeoursi  which  t^ese   twp  ^pwers  wer^ 
b#nnd  to  aford  the  hoiiae  of  Austria  by  the  treaty  of  Aix-^ 
teirChi^ttr;  but  their  high  mightinesses  kept  wari}y  ^oof, 
by  dint  of  c{i^asi0%  and  the  king  of  Great  3Fitain  w4^  far 
0lhefffi6e  engaged*  .  The  iny^sion  pf  Saxony  h»d  well  riigh 
predytseed  tragedies  in  (die  royal  family  of  France.     The 
Banphineas,  who  was  far  advanced  in  her  pregnapcy^  no 
sooner  karoed  the  distressful  circumstances  pf  ber  parents, 
^e  king  and  queen  of  Poland,  than  she  was  seized  with  vip- 
kmt  fits  whiDh  oi^casioned  ^  miscarriage,  apd  brought  her 
life  into  the  mo^t  imminent  danger*     The  Prussian  minis-* 
ter  was  inamediately  ordered  to  quit  Versailles ;  and  direcr 
tionswere  deapatehed  to  the  French  minister  ^t  Berlin,  0 
retu^  fnorn  tiwi  court  jiriihput  taking  leav^.     Finally,  th^ 
l»mperor  of  Germany  concjud^d  a  new  convention  with  th# 
f  rencb  iing,   regulating  the  succours  tp  bp  derived   frpn^  ^ 
AMimmmtmi  he  dainnedi  m  M  tkfi  uaiiaHorms,  tjip  a^sis^ 
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tance  of  the  Germanic  body,  as  goaraiitee  of  lite  pragmatic 
sanction  and  treaty  of  Dresden;  and  Sweden  was  also 
addressed  on  the  same  subject. 

$  'XIII.  The  king  of  Prussia  did  not  passively  bear  all 
the  imputations  that  were  fixed  upon  his  conduct*  His 
minister  at  the  Hague  presented  a  memorial,  in  answer  to 
that  of  the  Saxon  resident,  in  which  he  accused  the  court  of 
Dresden  of  having  adopted  every  part  of  the  scheme  which 
his  enemies  had  formed  for  his  destruction.  He  affirmed 
that  the  Saxon  ministers  had,  iii  all  the  courts  of  Europe, 
played  off  every  engine  of  unwarrantable  politics,  in  order 
to  pave  the  way  for  the  execution  of  their -projects  that  they 
had  endeavoured  to  give  an  odious  turn  to  his  most  -inno- 
cent actions :  that  they  had  spared  neithfsr  malicious  insinu- 
ations, nor  even  the  most  atrocious  calumnies,  to  alienate 
all  the  world  from  his  majesty,  and  raise  up  enemies  agaiiist 
him  every  where.  He  said  he  had  received  informaUon 
that  the  court  of  Saxony  intended  to  let  his  troops  pass 
freely,  and  afterwards  wait  for  events  of  which  they  might 
avail  themselves,  either  by  joining  his  enemies,  or  making 
a  diversion  in  his  dominions :  that  in-  such  a  situation  he 
could  not  avoid  having  recourse  to  the  only  means  which 
were  left  him  for  preventing  his  inevitable  ruin,  by  putting 
^  it  out  of  the  power  of  Saxony  to  increase  the  number  of  hb 
enemies.  He  asserted,  that  all  the  measures  he  had  pur- 
sued in  that  electorate  were  but  the  necessary  consequences 
of  the  first  resolution  he  was  forced  to  taxe  for  his  own 
pres^ervation :  that  he  had  done  nothing  but  deprived  the 
court  of  Saxony  of  the  means  of  hurting  him :;  and  this  hod 
been  done  with  all  possible  moderation :  that  the  country 
enjoyed  all  the  security  and  all  the  quiet  which  could  be 
expected  in  the  very  midst  of  peace,  the  Prussian  troops' 
observed  the  most  exact  discipline  :  that  all  due  respect  was 
shown  to  the  queen  of  Poland,  who  had  been  prevailed 
upon,  by  the  most  suitable  representations,  to  suffer  some 
papers,  to  be  taken  from  the  paper  office,  of  which  his  Prus- 
sian majesty  already  had  copies ;  and  thought  it  necessacy, 
to  ascertain  the  dangerous  design  of  the  Saxon  mi^btry 
against  him,  to  secure  the  originals ;  the  ei^istehce  and 
reality  of  which  might  otherwise  have  beenrdenied.  He  ob- 
served, that  every  man  has  a  right  to  prevent*  AlMpi^<^i«f 
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nfiih  which  he  i^  threatened,  and  to  retort  it  upon  ital 
author:  and  that  neither  the  constitutions  nor  the  laws  of 
die  empire  could  obstruct  the  exertion  of  a  right  so  superior 
to  all  others  as  that  of  self-preservation  and  self-defence'; 
especially  when  the  depository  of  these  laws  is  so  closely 
united  to  the  enemy,  as  manifestly  td  idbuse  his  power  in 
her&vour.  ^ 

§  XIV.  But  the  most  important  step  which  his  Prus- 
sian majesty  took  in  his  own  justification,  was  that  of  pub- 
lishing another  memorial,  specifying  the  conduct  of  the 
courts  of  Vienna  and  Saxony,  and  their  dangerous  designs 
against  his  person  and  interest,  together,  with  the  original 
documents  adduced  as  proofs  of  these  sinister  intentions. 
As  a  kijiowledge  of  these  pieces  is  requisite  to  form  a  dis- 
tinct idea  of  die  motives  which  produced  the  dreadful  war 
upon  the  continent,  it  will  not  be  amiss  to  usher  the  sub- 
stance of  them  to  the  reader's  acquaintance.     His  Prussiap 
majesty  affirms,  that  to  arrive  at  the  source  of  the  vast  plan 
upon  which  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Saxony  had  been 
employed  s^inst  him  ever  since  the  peace  of  Dresden,  we 
must  trace  it  as  far  back  as  the  war  which  preceded  this' 
peace:  that  the  fond  hopes  which  the  two  allied  courts  had 
conceived  upon  the  success  of  the  campaign  in  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-four,  gave  occasion  to  a 
treaty  of  eventual  partition,  stipulating  that  the  court  of 
Vienna  should  possess  the  dutchy  of  Silesia  and  the  county 
of  Glatz;  while  the  king  of  Poland,  elector  of  Saxony, 
should  share  the  diitchies  of  M agdeburgh  and  Croissen ; 
the  drcles  of  Zullichow  and  Swibus,  together  with  the 
Prussian  part  of  Lusatia :  that  after  the  peace  of  Dresden, 
concluded  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
forty* five,  there  was  no  further  room  for  a  treaty  of  this 
nature :  yet  the  court  of  Vienna  proposed  to  that  of  Sax- 
oky  a  new  •alliance^  in  which  the  treaty  of  eventual  partition 
sh6uld  be  renewed :  but  this  last  thought  it'necessary,  in 
(the  first  place,  to  give  a  greater  consistency  to  their  plan, 
by  groumling  it  upon  an  alliance  between  the  empress  queen 
and  the  czarina.     Accordingly,  these  two  powers  did,  in 
fact,  conclude  a  defensive  alliance  at  Petersburgh  in  the 
course  of  the  ensuing  year :  but  the  body,  or  ostensible  part 
of  this  treaty,  was  composed  merely  with  a  vie^  to  conceal 
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from  the  knowledge  of  die  ppblk  mx  secfst  articles^  tk 
fourth  of  which  was  leYcDed  suig^y  against  Pmasiay  aeoor^ 
drag  to  the  exact  copy  of  it,  which  appealed  aaKMg  die 
docaments.  In  this  article,  the  eonpresa  qaeen  cS  Hmgaiy 
alid  Bohemia  sett  out  with  a  proteatation,  that  Ac  will  re- 
ligioualy  obserre  die  treaty  of  Dresden :  but  explains  her 
real  way  of  thinking  upon  the  subject,  a  little  lower,  in  die 
following  terms:  ^^  If  the  Iring  dF  Prussia  should ^be  the 
^  first  to  depart  from  this  peace,  by  attacking  either  her 
^^  4najesty  the  empress  queen  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  or 
*^  her  majesty  the  empress  of  Russia,  or  even  the  repuMie 
**  of  Poland ;  in  all  these  cases,  the  righ^  of  the  empress 
*^  queen  to  Silesia,  and  the  county  of  Glatz  would  agaia 
**  take  place,  and  recover  their  ftdl  eiect :  die  two  contract 
'*  ting  parties  should  mutuaUy  assist  each  other  with  sixty 
^  thousand  men  to  achieve  these  conquests.'^  The  king 
observes  upon  this  article,  that  every  war  whtth  can  arise 
between  him  and  Russia,  or  the  repuUic  of  Poland,  would  fae 
looked  upon  as  a  manifest  infraction  of  the  peace  of  Dres«- 
den,  and  a  revival  of  the  rights  of  the  house  of  Austria  to 
Silesia ;  though  neither  Russia  nor^  the  republic  of  Poland 
is  at  sdl  concerned  in  the  treaty  of  Dresden ;  and  diough 
the  latter,  with  which  the  king  lived  in  thetnost  indmata 
friendship,  was  not  even  in  alliance  with  the  court  of  Vmi«> 
na :  that  according  to  the  principles  of  the  law  of  nature, 
received  among  all  civilized  nations,  the  most  the  court  of 
Vienna  could  be  authorized  to  do  in  such  cases,  would  he 
to  send  those  succours  to  her  allies  which  are  due  to  them 
by  treaties,  without  her  having  the  least  pretence  on  that 
account,  to  free  herself  from  the  particular  engagements 
subsisting  between  her  and  the  king:  he  appealed,  there- 
fore, to  the  judgment  of  the  impartial  world,  whether  in 
this  secret  article  the  contracting  powers  had  kept  witUn 
the  bounds  of  a  defensive  alliance :  or  whedieri«this  ardde 
did  not  rather  contain  a  plan  of  an  oiiFensive  aUiaace  agaiosl 
the  king  of  Prussia.  He  affirmed  it  was  obvious,  fnooii  dda 
article,  that  the  court  of  Vienna  had  prepared  tfarea  pffete»- 
ces  for  the  recovery  of  Silesia;  and  that  she  thcaxght  to 
attain  her  end,  either  by  provoking  the  king  to  coasmeane 
hostilities  against  her,  or  to  kiiidle  a  war  between  his 
majesty  and  Russia,  by  her  secret  intrigues  apd  masfailMM 
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ricms  ;  he  ftikged  tintt  tbe  court  of  ISuM^,  teing  nrvked  to 
liec«!deiiDlittsMl»ftca&,«ftgei:ly  accepted  die  mvitsttioii^  fur*- 
nialied  its  winisters  At  Petersburgh  with  i^  powers  for  that 
^rpose^  Aad  ordered  diem  to  •declare  ibat  theii^master 
Mffi  not  Gttiy  feady  to  aocede  to  die  treat)r  itself,  but  aleo 
to  the  oeetiet  aartSt;le  a^inst  Pro«ata^;  and  to  join  in  the 
iMgalKtioiis  made  <fa^  the  two  oowts,  provided  effectiKilmea- 
sorea  Ahould  he  tafcen^  as  weil  for  the  security  of  Saxony^ 
ift  far  ^9  iQde«mific»tioit  and  recotapenae,  in  proportion  to 
the  eibrta  aod  progress  diat  might  be  ouide :  that  th&  court 
«f  Ifeeaden  dodared,  il  uipon  any  fresli  attack  from  the  king 
of  Prussia,  the  «Miipresa  queen  should,  by  their  assistance, 
owe  Ooty  reoohquor  SUeaia^  and  the  coonty  of  Gktz,  b«rt 
oboredttce  hiaA  wichid  narrow  bounds,  the  king  of  Poland', 
fs  elector  of  Saaiomy,  would  abide  by  the  partttioa  formerly 
otipulated  betwe^i  him  and  the  empress  iqueen«  He  also 
deebcred  tfeat  ^Mmnt  Loss,  d»e  Saxon  minister  at  Vienna, 
amis  diarged  to  open  a  private  negotiation  for  setding  an 
^rentual  partition  of  the  oonquest  whieb  mi|^  be  mad&>on 
JPnisaia,  by  kiyiag  dowo,  as  the  basts  of  it,  the  treaty  of 
l:«eipsicit,  signed  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  May,  in  the  year 
one  tliooaand  aevnea  hundred  and  forty-five,  as  would  "appear 
by  the  docanoeats  affixed*  H^.  owned  it  had  been  supposed^ 
abrough  the  whole  of  chis  negotiation,  that  the  king  of 
Pntssia  ohoaU  be  thijB  aggressor  against  tlie  court  of  Vien^^ 
oa;  but  he  insbted,  that  even  in  this  case  the  king  of  Po<- 
iood  could  havie  no  rig^  to  aaake  conquests  on  his  Prussian 
majesty.  He  likewise  acknowledged,  that  the  court  of 
Saxooy  had  not  yet  Oioceded  in  form  to  die  treaty  of  Peters- 
burgh;  -but  he  ol>served,  its  allies  were  g^ven  to  understand 
ogam  and  again,  that  it  was  ready  to  accede  without  restrict 
don^  whenever  this  could  be  done  without  risk ;  and  the 
ad¥S«ts^ges  to  be  gained  should  be  secured  in  its  favour ;; 
ciicoaastanoes  proved  by  divers  authentic  documents,  par* 
dcidariy  by  a  letter  from  count  Fleming  to  count  de  Bruhl, 
indbraaing  him  that  count  Uhlefield  had  charged  him  to 
represent  afresh  to  this  court,  that  they  could  not  take  too 
accure  measures  against  the  ambitious  views  of  the  king  of 
Prussia;  diat  Saxony,  in  particular,  ought  to  be  cautious, 
asbe^gthe  most  exposed :  that  it  was  of  the  highest  impor- 
tauce  to  ^rengtlien  their  old  engagements,  upon  the  footing 
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proposed  b]r  the  kte  count  de  Harradi,  inllie  yev  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty *five ;  a  step  wlikh  might 
be  taken  on  occasioa  of  bis  Polish '  majesty's .  accession .  to 
the  treaty  of  Petersburgh.  The  answer  of  count  <Bn»hl  to 
this  despatch  imported,  that  the  king  of  Poland  •  was  not 
averse  to  treat  in  the  utmost  secrecy  with  tlie  court  of  YieiH 
na  about  succours,  by  private  and  confidential  declarations 
relating  to  the  fourth  secret  article  of  the  .treaty  of  Peters- 
burgh,  on  condition  of  reasonable  terms  and  advantagie^, 
which  in  this  case  ought  to  be  granted  to  his  niajiesty*  He 
quoted,  other  despatches  to  prove  the  unwillingness,  of  his 
Polish  majesty  to  declare  himself,  until  tl^  king  of  Prussia 
should  be  atucked,  and  his  forces  divided  h  and  that  t^is 
Sfcruple  was  admitted  by  the  allies  of  Saxony.  From  these 
premises  he  ^deduced  this  inference,  thfit  the  court  of  Dres- 
den, without  having  acceded  in  form  to  the  trea^  of -Peters- 
burgh,  was  not  less  an  accomplice  in  the  /laxigerous  designs 
which  the  court  of  Vienna. had  grounded  upon  this  treaty; 
and  that  having  been  dispensed  with  from,  a  formal  concur- 
rence, it  had  only  waited  for  that  moment  when  it  might, 
without  running  any  great  risk,  conquer  in  effect,  and  share 
the  spoils  of  its  neighbour.  In  expectation  of  this  period, 
he  said,  the  Austrian  and  Saxon  ministers  laboured  in  con- 
cert and  underhand  with  the  more  ardour,  to  bring  the 
casu^  Jiederis  into  existence:  for.it  being  laid  down  as  a 
principle  in  the  treaty,  that  any  war  whatever  between  him 
and  Russia  would  authorize  the  empress  queen  to  takeSile- 
s.ia,  there  was  nothing  more  to  be  done  but  to  kindle sSucb  a 
war ;  for  which  purpose  no  method  was  found  more  proper 
than  that  of  embroiling  the  king  with  jthe  enipress  of .  Rus- 
sia ;  and  to  provoke  that  princess  with  all  5orts  of  false  insin- 
uations, impostures,  and  the  most  atrocious  calumnies,  in 
laying  to  his  majesty's  charge'  a  variety  of  designs,  some* 
times  against  Russia,  and  even  the  person  of  the  czarina; 
sometimes  views  upon  Poland,  and  sometimes  intrigues  in 
,  Sweden.  By  these  and  other  such  contrivances,,  he  affirmed 
.  they  had  kindled  the  animosity  of  the  empress  to  such  ,a 
degree,  that  in  a  council  held  in  thcj  month  of  October,  in 
the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-^hree,  jshe 
had. resolved  to  attack  the  king  of  Prussia,  without  any 
further  ^Jiscussion,  whether  he  should  f^U  upon  any  of  tte 
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aUtifis  of  Ruma^  or  one  of  them  should  begin  with  him :  a 
re^lulion  which  for  that  time  wa^  frustrated  \y  their  want 
of'sefiiitfen  and  magaacines;  but  the  preparations  were  con- 
tmic^-under  pretimce  of  keeping  themselves  in  a  condition 
tct  S^dfA  their  engagements,  contracted  the  last  subsidiary 
convention  with  £ng^and;  and  When  all  were  finished,  the 
storm  w^ald  fall^on  the  khig  of  Prussia. 

§  XV.  This  is  the  substance  of  that  famous  memorial 
pudfiUdleed  by  his  Prui^iftn  majesty,  to  which  the  justifying 
pieces  or  authentic  documents  were  annexed ;  and  to  which 
a^ciircUm^tahtml  answer  was  exhibited  by  the  partisans  of 
htfr  Imperial  majesty..  Specious  reasons,  may,  doubtless, 
be  £»^ttced  on  either  side  of  almost  any  (Kspute,  by  writers 
af  ingenuity:  but,  in  examin)n^  this  content,  it  must  be 
allowed  that  both  side6  adopted  illicit  practices.  The  em- 
pHss  queen  and  the  elector  of  Saxony  had  certainly  aright 
to  form  defensive  treaties  for  their  own  preservation ;  and, 
withjout  all  doiubt,  it  was  their  interest  and  their  duty  to 
secure  themselves  from  the  enterprises  of  suth  a  formida- 
ble neighbour  :  but,  at  the  same  time^  the  contractkig  par- 
ties seem  to  have  carried  their  views  much  farther  than 
defensive  measures.  Perhaps  the  court  of  Vienna  con- 
sidered the  session  of  Silesia  as  a  circumstance  altogether 
eompuisive,  and  therefore,  not  binding  against  the  righ^  of 
natural  equity.  She  did  not  at  all  doubt  that  the  king  of 
Prussia  would  be  tempted  by  his  ambition  and  great  war- 
like power,  to  take  some  step  which  might  he  justly  inter-' 
preted  into  "an  infraction  of  the  treaty  of  Dresden  ;  and  in 
that  case  she  was  determined  to  avail  herself  of  the  confed- 
eracy she  had  formed,  that  she  might  retrieve  the  countries 
she  had  lost  by  the  unfortunate  events  of  the  last  war,  as 
well  as  bridle  the  dangerous  power  and  disposition  of  the 
Prussian  monarch :  and,  in  all  probability,  the  king  of 
Poland,  over  and  above  the  same  consideration,  was  desirous 
of  some  indemnification  for  the  last  irruption  into  his  elec- 
toral dominions,  and  the  great,  sums  he  had  paid  for  the 
subsequent  peace*  Whether  they  were  authorized  b*y  the 
law  of  nature  and  nations  to  make' reprisals  by  an  actual 
partition  of  the  eountries  they  might  conquer,  su{>posing 
him  to  be  the  aggressor,  we  shall  not  pretend  to  determine  ; 
but  it  does  not  at  all  appear^  that  hw  Prussian  m^esty'3 
Vol.  hi.  U  u  . 
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danger  wa»  such  a*  entitled  kim  ta  tafke  those  vkokn't  sle^ 
ithich  he  now  attempted  to  justify*     By  dtis  time  tbe 
flame  of  war  was  kindled  up  tor  a  blaze  that  sooa  fi^d  the 
empire  with  ruin  and  desotationi  and  the  king  o£  Prosit 
had  drawn  upon  himself  the  reaentmem  of  the  three  greacesf 
powers  in  Europe,  wh6  laid  aside  their  former  anam^itiet, 
^nd  every  consideration  of  that  balance  which  it  had  cost 
such  blood  and  treasure  to  preserve,  in  order  to  conspire 
his  destruction*     The  king  himself  could  not  bu€  foresee 
this  confederacy,  and  know  the  power  it  might  exert:  but 
probably  he  confided  so  much   in  the  number,  the  valour, 
and  discipline  of  his  troops ;  in  the  skiH  of  his   oftcers  1 
in  his  own  conduct  and  activity  j  that  he  hoped  to  cru^ 
the  house  of  Austria  by  one  rapid  endeavour  at  the  latter 
end  of  tbe  season,  or  ^t  least  establish  himself  in  Bohemia, 
before  her  allies  could  move  to  Y\tT  assistance*     In  this 
)iope,  however,  he  was  disappointed  by  the  vigilance  of  the 
Austrian  councils.     He  found  the  empress  queen  in  a  coOf 
dition  to  n^ake  head'  against  him  in  every  avenue  to  her 
dominions  |  knd  in  a  fair  way -of  being  assisted  by  the 
circles  of  tiie  empire*     He   saw  himself  threatened  with 
the  vengeance  pf  the  Russian  empress,  and  the  sword  of 
France  gleaming  over  his  head,  without  any  prospect  qf 
assistance  but  that  which  he  might  derive  from  his  alliance 
with  Great  Britain.     Thus  the  king  of  England  exchai}ge4 
the  {^llis^nce  of  Russia,   who  was  his  subsidiary,  and  the 
friendship  of  the  empress  queen,  his  old  and  natural  ally^ 
for  a  new  connexion  with  his  Prussian  majesty,  who  cottl(t 
neither  act  as  an  auxiliary  to  Great  Britain,  nor  as  a  pro- 
tector to  Hs^nover:  and  for  this  connexion,  the  advantage 
of  which  was   merely  negative,  such  a  price  was  paid  by 
Engj^land  as  had  never  been  given  by  any  other  potentate 
pf  Europe,  even  for  services  of  the  greatest  importance. 
^     $  XVI.  About  the  latter  end  pf  November,  the  Saxoit 
minister  at  Ratisbon  delivered  to  the  die^  a  new  and  ample 
memorial,  explaining  the  ^ment^ble  state  of  that  electorate, 
find  imploring  s^fresh  the  assistance  of  the  empire,     The 
j(ing  of  Prussia  had  also  addressed  a  letter  to  the  diet, 
demanding  succour  of  the  several  states^  agreeable  to  theit 
gu^rfint^^^  ^  the  ti^atle^  pf  Westphalia  »nd  presden; 
h%  \>i^m\P\^WP^  MtP««?i  ^«  ^\m\or  ^  the  diet,  haywg 
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refesed  to  lay  it  before  that  assembly,  the  miaister  of  Pran* 
denburgh  6pdered  it  to  be  printed,  and  sent  to  bis  court  for 
fvirtber  ^inatructiona^  In  the  mean  ti^ie  his  Prussian  majesty 
thought  proper  to  intimate  to  die  king  and  senate  of  Po« 
ktndy  that  should  theRussiwa.  troops  be  permitted  to  march 
tbrough  that  kingdom,  they  might  expect  t«  see  their  coun- 
try made  a  scene  of  war  and  desolation*  Jn  France,  the  pros^ 
pect  of  a  jgeneral  and  sanguinary  war  did  not  at  all  allay  the 
disturbance  which  sprang  from  the  dissension  between  the 
ckrgy  and  parliament,  touching  the  bi^ll  Unigenitus.  The 
king  being  again  brought  over  to  the  ecclesiastical  side  of 
the  dispute,  received  a  brief  from  the  pope,  laying  it  down 
as  a  fundamental  article,'  that  whosoever  refuses  to  submit 
to  the  bull  Unigenitus  is  in  the  way  of  danuiation :  and 
certain  cases  are  specified,  in  which  the  sacraments  are  to 
be  denied*  The  parliament  of  Paris,  considering  this 
brief  or  bull  as  a  direct  attack  upon  the  rights  of  the  Gal- 
ilean church,  issued  an  arret  or  decree,  suppressing  the 
said  bull;  reserving  to  themselves  the  right  of  providing 
against  the  inconveniences  with  which  it  might  be  attended; 
as  well  as  the  privilege  to  matntain  in  their  full  force  the 
prerogatives  of  the  crown,  the  power  and  jurisdiction  of  the 
bishops,  the  liberties  of  the  Gallican  church,  and  the  cus- 
toms of  th^  realm.  The  king,  dissatisfied  with  theii"  in- 
terposition, declared  his  design  to  hold  a  bed  of  justice  in 
person  at  the  palace.  Accordingly,  on  the  twelfth  day  of 
^oveidser,  the .  whole  body  of  his  guards,  amounting  to 
ten  thousand  men,  took  post  in  the  city  of  Paris  :  and  next 
day  the  king  repaired  with  the  usuaV- ceremony  to  the 
palace,  where  the  bed  of  justice  was  held :  among  other 
regulations,  an  edict  was  issued  for  suppressing  t!>e  fourth 
and  fifth  chambers  of  inquests,  the  members  of  which  had 
remarkably  distinguished  themselves  by  their  opposition  to 
t(ie  bull  Unigenitus* 

$  XVII*  In  England;  the  dearth  of  corn,  arising  in  a 
great  measure  from  the  iniquitous  pra^ice  of  engrossing, 
was  so  severely  felt  by  the  common  people,  that  insurrec^ 
tions  were  raised  in  Shropshire  and  Warwickshire  by  the 
popuhiee,  in  ci^njunction  with  the  colliers,  who  seized  by 
violence  all  the  provision  they  could  find ;  pillaging  without 
distinction  the  millers,  farmers,  grocers,  and  butchers,  until 
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thej'  were  dispersed  by  the  gentlemen  of  the  country,  at  Ae 
heads  of  their  tenants  and  tlependants*  Disorders  of  tint 
same  nature  were  excited  by  the  colliers  on  the  forest  o£ 
Dean,  and  those  employed  in  the  works  tn  Cumberland^ 
The  corporations,  nobIem«n,  and  gentlemen,  in  different 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  exerted  themselves  for  the  reik^f  of 
the  poor,  who  were  greatly  distressed  ;  and  a  grand  coun*- 
cil  being  assembled  at  St.  James's  on  the  same  subject,  a 
proclamation  was  published,  for  putting  the  laws  in  speedy 
and  effectual  execution  against  the  forestiillers  and  engros-' 
sers  of  corn. 

$  XVI I L  The  fear  of  an  invasion  having  now  subsi- 
ded^ and  Hano\'er  being  supposed  in  greater  danger  than 
(ireat  Britain,  the  auxiliaries  of  that  electorate  were  trans- 
ported from  England  to  their  own  coutitry.  At  the  latter 
end  of  the  season,  when  the  weather  became  severe,  the 
innkeepers  of  England  refused  to  admit  the  Hessian  i sol- 
diers into  winter  quarters,  as  no  provision  had  beeunMide 
for  that  purpose  by  act  of  parliament ;  so  that  they  were 
obliged  to  hut  their  camp,  and  remain  in  the  open  iields  till 
Januar}' ;  bnt  the  rigour  of  this  uncomfortable  situation, 
was  softened  by  the  hand  of  generous  charrty,  which  liberal- 
ly supplied  them  with  all  manner  of  refreshment,  and  other  - 
conveniences ;  a  humane  interposkion,  which  rescued  the 
national  character  from  the  imputation  of  cruelty  and 
ingratitude. 

^  XIX.  On  the  second  day  of  Deceml>er,  his  majesty 
opened  the  session  of  parliament  with  a  speech  that  seemed 
to  be  dictated  by  the  genius  of  England.  He  expressed 
his  confidence,  that,  under  the  guidance  of  Divine  Provi- 
dence, the  union,  fortitude,  and  affection  of  his  people 
would  enable  him  to  surmount  all  difRculties,  and  \nndicate 
the  dignity  of  hfs  crown  against  the  ancient  eneamy  of  Great 
Britain^  He  declared,  that  the  succour  and  preservation  of 
America  constituted  a  main  object  of  his  attention  and 
solicitude ;  and  obserx'ed,  that  the  growing  dangers  to 
which  the  British  colonies  might  stand  exposed,  from 
}ate  losses  in  that  country,  demanded  resolutions  of  vigour 
and  despatch.  He  &aid,  an  adequate  ^nd  firm  defence 
at  home  should  maintain  the  chief  place  in  his  thoughts  f 
and  in  this  great  view  lie  had  nothing  so  much  at  heart  aa 
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ID  remove  all  grounds  6f  dbssatisf action  from  his  people: 
for  this  end,  he  recommended  to  the  care  and  diligence  of 
the  parliattient  the  framing  of  a  national  Aiiiitia,   planned 
and  regulated  with  equal  regard  to  the  jost  rights  of  his 
croivn  and  people;  an  institution  which  might. become  one 
g6od  resource  in  time  of  general  danger.     He  took  notice 
that  the  unnatural  union  of  councils  abroad,  the  calamities 
vhich,  in  ^ct^nsequence  of  this  unhappy?  conjunction,  mighty 
by  irruptions  of  foreign  armies  into:  the  enipire,  shake  its 
constttmion,  overturn  its  system,  and  threaten  oppression 
to  the  protestant  interest   on   the  continent,  were   events 
which  must  sensibly  affect  the  minds  of  the  British  nation, 
and  had  fixed  the  eyes  of  Europe  on  this  new  and  dan- 
gerous crisis.      He  gave  them  to:  understand  that  the  body 
of*  his  electoral  troops,  which  were  brought  hither  at  the  ^ 
desire  of  his  parliament,  he  had  now  directed  to  return  to 
his  dominions  in  Germany,  relying  with  pleasure  on  the 
spirit  and  zeal  of  his  people,  in  defence  of  his  person  and 
realm*      He  told  the  commons  that  he   confided  in   their 
wisdom  for  preferring  more  vigorous  efforts,  thougti  more 
expensive,  to  a  less  effectual,  and  therefore  less-  frugal  plan 
of  war;  that  he  had  placed  before  them  the  dangers  and 
necessities  of  the  public  ;  and  it  was  their  duty  to  lay  the 
burdens  they  should  judge  unavoidable  in  such  a  manner 
as  .would  least  disturb  and  exhaust  his   people.     He  ex- ' 
pressed  his  concern  for  the  sufferings  of  the  poor,  arising 
from  the  present  dearth  of  com,  and  for  the  disturbances 
to  which  it  had  given  rise;  and  exhorted  his  parliament  to 
consider  of  proper  provisions  for  prerenting  the  like  mis- 
chiefs •  hereafter.       He    concluded   with   remarking,    that 
unprosperou^  events   of   war   in   the    Mediterranean    had 
drawn  from   his   subjects  *^ignal   proofs   how  dearly  they 
tendered  the  honour  of  his  crown ;  therefore,  they  could . 
not,  on  his  part,  faii  to  meet  with  just  returns  of  unwearied 
care,  and  unceasing  endeavours  for  the  glory,   prosperity, 
and  happiness  of  his  people. 

$  XX.    The   king  having  retired   from  the   house  of 
peers,  the  speech  was  read  by  lord  Sandys,   appointed  to 
act  as  speaker  to  that  house;  then  earl  Gower  moved  for' 
an  address,  which,  however,  was  not  carried  >vithout  ob- 
jection*    In  one  part  of  it  his   majesty  was  thanked  for 
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having  caused  a  body  of  electoral  troops  to  tome  into 
England  at  the  request  of  his  parliament*!  add'tiiis  artide 
iJiras  disagreeable  to  those  who  had  disapproved  of  the 
request  in  the  last  session*  They  said  they  wished  to  see 
the  present  address  unanimously  agreed  to  by  the  lords;  a 
satisfaction  they  could  not  have,  if  such  a  paragraph  should 
be  inserted :  foi*  they  still  thought  the  bringing  over  Han- 
overian troops  a  preposterous  measure;  because  it  had 
not  only  loaded  the  nation  with  an  enoi»nous  expense^  but 
also  furnished  the  court  of  France  with  a  plausible. pretence 
for  invading  the  electorate,  which  otherwise  it  would  have 
no  shadoiv  of  reason  to  attack  ;  besides,  the  expedient  was 
held  in  reprobation  by  the  subjects  in  general,  and  such  a 
paragraph  might  be  considered  as  an  insult  on  the  people. 
_  Notwithstanding  these  exceptions,  which  did  not  seem  to 
be  very  important,  the  addr^ess,  including  this  paragraph, 
was  approved  by  a  great  majority.    . 

'  §  XXI.  In  the  address  of  the  commons  no  such  para- 
graph was  inserted.  As  soon  as  the  speaker  had  recited 
his  majesty^s  speech,  Mr.  C.  Towhshend  proposed  the 
heads  of  an  address,  to  which  the  house  itnanimoudy 
agreed ;  and  it  was  presented  accordingly.  This  necessary 
form  was  no  sooner  discussed,  than  the  house,  with  a 
warmth  of  humanity  and  benevolence,  suitable  to  such 
an  assembly,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee,  to  deliberate 
on  that  part  vf  his  majesty^s  speech  which  related  to  the 
dearth  of  corn  that  so  m^ich  distressed  the  poorer  class  of 
people.  A  bill  was  immediately  framed  to  prohibit,  for  a 
time  limited,  the  exportation  of  corn,  malt,  meal,  flour, 
bread,  biscuit,  and  starch ;  and  n  resolution  unammously 
taken  to  address  the  sovereign,  that  an  embargo  might  be 
forthwith  laid  upon  all  ships  laden  or  to  be  laden  with  these 
commodities  to  be  exported  from  the  ports  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland.  At  the  same  time, .  vite*admirai  Boscawen, 
from  the  board  of  admiralty,"  informed  the  house,  that  die 
king  and  the  beard  having  been  dissatisfied  with  the  con- 
duct of  admiral  Byng,  in  a  late  action  with  the  French 
fleet  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  for  the  appearance  of  his 
•not  htiving  acted  agreeably  to  his  instructions  for  the  relief 
of  Minorca,  he  was  then  in  custody  of  the  marshal  of  the 
•admiralty,  in  order  to  be  tried  by  a  ooust  martial  f  that 
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akboogb  this  wats  up  more  tbati  'V^at^was^  timid  in  lUJce 
csses^  yet  9s  admiral  Byng  was  then  a  doacaib^r ,  of  the 
house,  and  as  his  confinement  might  detain  him  some,  time 
from  his  duty  there,  die  board  of.  atdmiraky  thoi^t  it  a 
respect  due  to  the  house  to.  inform  them  of  the  commitment 
and  detainer  of  the  said  admiral.  This, message  beings 
delivered,  the  joamal  of  the  bouse  in  relation  to  rear- 
admiral  Knowles*^  was  read,  and  what  Mr.  Bescawen  nour 
commuDijQated  was  also  inserted* 

$  XXIL  The  committees  af^  aupply,  aud.of  ways  and 
means,  being  appointed,  took  into  consideration  the  neces^ 
sities  of  the  state^  and  made  very  ample,  provision  for  enabling 
bis  majesty  to  maintain  the  war  with  vigour.''^  They  granted! 
fifty-five  thousand  men  for  the  sea  service,  including  eleven 
thousand  four  hundred  and  nineteen  marines;  and  for  tho 
land  service  forty-nine  thousand  sev^i  hundred  and  forty*, 
nine  effective  men,  comprehending  four  thousand  and  eight 
invalids*  The  supply  was  granted  foi'  ^^^  maintenance  of 
these  forces,  as  well  as  for  the  troops  of  Hesse  and  Han- 
over; for  the  ordnance;  the  levy  of  ne^  regiments;  for 
assisting  his  majesty  in  forn^ing  and  maintaining  an  army  of 
observation,  for  the  just  and  necessary  defence  and  preser- 
vation of  his  electoral  dominions,  and  those  of  his  allies ; 
and  tqwards  enabling  him  to  fulfil  his  engagements  with  the 
king  of  Prussia ;  for  the  security  of  the  empire  against  the 
eruption  of  foreign^  armies,  as  well  as  for  the  support  of  th^ 

n  Rear-4idmiral  Knowles  being,  in  the  monthj  of  December,  one  thousand 
seren  hundred  any  forty-nine,  tried  at  Deptford,  before  a  court  mailial,  fbr  his 
l^ehaTiour  in  and  relating  to  an  action  whicl^  happened  on  the  first  day  of  Octobec 
in  the  preceding  year,  between  a  British  squadron  under  his  command,  and  a 
aqraiadron  of  Spam,  the  court  was  unanimously  x>f  opinion,  that  the  atatd  Knowles, 
while  he  was  standing  for  the  enemv,  might,  by  a  different  disposition  of  his  squa- 
4roh,  have  begtin  the  attack  with  sfx  ships  as  early  m  the  day  as  Mlv  of  them  were 
engi^ed;  and  that,  therefore,  by  his  negiectinjgso  to  do,  he  gave  the  enemy,  a 
manifest  advantoge  ;  that  the  said  Knowles  remained  oii  board  the  ship  Cornwall 
vHh  his  flag,  alter  she  was  disabled  from  ocmtinatng  the  actioa,  though  he  might, 
upon  her  being  disabled,  have  shifted  his  flag  on  board  another  ship  ;  and  th^ 
0oart.were  unanimously  of  opinion,  he  ought  to  have  done  so,  in  Order  to  hav^ 
JMMiducted  and  directed,  during  the  whole  action,  the  motions  Qf  the  squadrOn, 
'  intrusted  to  his  care  and  conduct.  Upon  consideration  of  the  whole  conduct  of 
the  said  Knowles,  relating  to  Uiat  action,  the  court  did  nnaniraiMisly  agree  Uiat  he 
fell  pnder  part  of  the  fourteenth  article  of  the  articles  of  war,  nanoely,  the  word 
negligence,  and  no  other ;  and  also  under  the  twenty-third  article.-^  The  court, 
fherefore,  unanimously  adjudged,  that  Ite  should  be  reprimanded  for. not  iKinging 
up  the  squadron  in  closer  order  than  he  did,  and  not  beginning  the  attack  with  as 
great  force  as  h^  might  have  done  ;  and  also  for  not  shifting,  his  flag,  upon  the 
Corn  wall's<  being  disabled.  •An  1757. 

o  l^othing  could  more  gloriously  evince  the  generosity  df  a  Dritish  parliament 
tl^aa  tlus  interuosiUoQ  for  defending  the  liberties  of  Geriuany,  in  coojunction  with 
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comoibn!  caiMe;«  ^t*  {wildiiig  ami  •Ta|»ir&  i)f  ^htps,'  htringp 
traiis|M»rt6^  p&ynient  of.  haUJpay  officers^  auid  the  pensions  of 
widowft;  for^ensMing  his,maijesty.tD  discharge  the  like  sum, 
raised  m  pursuance  of  lui'  act  paissed  in  the  last  sessioa  of 
padiamcjtti,  axtd  charged  upon  the  first  aids  or  supplies  to 
bcogranted  in  this  session,  for  enabling  the  governors  and 
guardians  of  the  hospital  for  the  maintenance  and  education 
of  exposed  aiid  deserted  young  children  to  receive  all  such 
children,  under  a  certain  age,  as  should  be  brought  to  the 
said  hospital  Tviihin  the  compass  of  one  year  j^  for  maintain- 
tog  and  supporting  the  nevr  settlement  of  Nov^  Scotia;  for 
repairing  aiid  finishing  military  roads;  for  making  good  his 
majesty's  engagement  with  the  landgrave  of  Ht-sse  Cassel; 
for  the  expense  of  marching,  recruiting,  and  remounting  Ger- 
man troops  in  the  pay<  of  Great  Britain ;  for  empowering  his 
inajestyto  defray  any  extraordinary  expenses  of  the  war, 
incurred  or  to  be  incLured  for  the  service  of  the  ensuing  year, 
and  to  take  all  such  measures  as  might  be  necessary  to  dis- 
appoint or  defeat  any  enterprises  or  designs  of  his  enemies, 
as  the  exigency  of  affairs  should  require  :  for  the  payment  of 
such  persons,  in  such  a  manner  as  his  majesty  should  direct, 
for  the  use  andrelief  of  his  subjects  in  the  several  provinces  of 
North  and  South  Carolina  and  Virginia,  in  recompense  for 
such  services  as,, with  the  approbation  of  his  majesty's  com- 
mander in  chief  in  America,  they  respectively  had. performed, 
or  should  perform,  either  by  putting  these  provinces  in  a 
state  of  defence,  or  by  acting  with  vigour  against  the  enemy ; 
for  enabling  the  East  India  company  to  defray  the  expense  of 
a  military  force  in  their  settlements,  to  be  maintained  in 
them,  in  lieu  of  a  battalion  of  bis  majesty's  forces  with- 

two  electors  only,  against  the  sense  ofthe  other  seven,  and  in  dfrect  opposition  to 
the  n^easuires  |taken  by  llic  head  ot  the  empire,  who,  \\\  ihe  sequel,  stigiQutized  these 
(wo  princes  as  rebels,  nnd  treated  one  of  them  as  an  outlaw. 

p  This  charity,  eftt;iitiished  .by  voluntary  contribution,  might,  under  proper 
restrictions,  prove  l)CM('fici{il  to  llic  conMnouvvcuItb,  bv  rcsciiiugj  deseiled  childreQ 
from  misery  and  death,  and  qualifying  them  for  bein|  serviceable  members  ofthe 
con>muiiity  ;  but  since  the  liberality  ol'  pHrUament  huth  enal>ied  the  governors  and 
corporation  to  rcccixo  a'l  the  children  that  ai-e  presejited,  wilhout  question  or 
limitation,  the  yeai'ly  expense  bath  swelled  into  ».  national  grievaiiee,  and  the 
luimane  purposes  of  tiie  original  institution  are,  in  a  great  measure,  defeated. 
Inrtead^of'  an  jissylum  for  poor  forlorn  orpliansand  abandoned  foundlings,  it  is 
become  ft  general  receptable  for  the  oft^prmg  of  the  dissoluie,  wli^eare  not  to 
-work  for  the  nifiititcnance  of  their  faniilics.  Tlie  hospital  itself  is  a  plain  cdiilee  , 
-well  contrived  for  economy  and  convenience,  standing  on  the  i)orth  side  of  the 
•  ci\V,  and  a  WwXfi  detached  from  it,  in  an  agreeable  and  salubiious situation.  'I'he 
hnin  is  adorned  with  some  good  paliitings,  the  chapel  is  elegant,  and  the  regulations 
are  adnniruble.  .  .  '    ■  .        ^ 
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dmwn^from  those  forts  and  hkctotitn;  for  the  mamtensuice 
and  support  of  the  forts  <m  the  cosist  of  Africa ;  for 
widening  the  avenues,  and  rendering  more  sftfe  and  com- 
modious., the  streets  and  passages  leading  from  Charingcrosa 
to  the  two  houses  of  paiiiament,  the  courts  of  justiee,  and 
the  new  bridge  at  Westminster.^  Such  were  the  ariides 
under  which  we  misty  specify  the  s^ipplies  of  this  year,  on 
the  whole  amounting  to  eight  millions  diree  hundred  fifty 
thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty-five  pounds,  nine 
shiffings,  and  three*pence.  .  It  must  be  acknowledged,  for 
the  honour  of  the  administration,  that  the  house  of  commians 
could  not  have  exhibited  stronger  marks  of  their  attachment 
to  the  crown  and  person  of  their  sovereign,  as  wdl  as  of 
their  desire  to  see  the  force  of  the  nation  exerted  with 
becoming  spirit*  The  sums  glinted  by  the  committee  of 
supply  did  not  exceed  eight  millions  three  hundred  fifty 
thousand  three  hundred  twenty-five  pounds,  nine  shillings, 
asd  three-pence ;  the  funds  established  amounted  to  eij^t 
millions  six  hundred  eighty-nine  thousand  fifty-one  pounds, 
nineteen  shillings  and  seven-pence;  so  that  there  was  an 
overplus  of  three  hundred  thtrty<*eight  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  twenty-six  pounds,  ten  shilling,  and  four-pence ; 
ixa  excess  which  was  thought  neeessary^  in  case  the  lottery,' 
which  was  founded  *dn  a  new  plan,  should  not  succjced* 

$  XXIII.  Some  of  these  impositions  were  deemed 
grievous  hardships  by  those  upon  whom  they  immediately 
fell ;  and  many  friends  of  their  country  es^Jaimed  against 
the  projected  army  of  observation  in  Germany,  as  the  com- 
mencement of  a  ruinous  continental  war,  which  it  was  nei- 
ther the  interest  of  the  nation  to  undertake,  nor  in  their 
power  to  msuntatii,  without  starving  the  operations  by  sea, 
and  in  America,  founded  on  British  principles;  without 
contracting  such  an  additional  load  of  debts  and  taxes,  as 
could  not  fail  to  terminate  in  bankruptcy  and  distress.  To 
those  dependants  of  the  ministry,  who  observed  diat  as 
Hanover  was  tht^eatefi^d  by  France  fmr  its  connexion  with 
Great  Britain,,  it  ought,  in  common  gratitude,  to  be  pro- 
tected, they  replied,  that  every  state,  in  assisting  any  ally, 

q  The  bridge  at  Westminster  may  be  con8idere<I  as  a  national  ornament.  It 
vas  built  at  the  pufoUe  e^penss,  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Weatmitister  hall  to 
(^«  op|)Osite  side  of  the  river,  aod  consists  (k  thirteen  arches,  constructed  wit^ 
«i(]ual  elegance  and  simplicity. 
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oiighc  to  have  a  r^jud  to  its  own  preg^mntan :  ttut^tf  di9 
king  of  England  enjoyed  by  inheritan^,  or  attcceation,  a 
jprovince  in  tbe  heart  of  France,  it  would  be  equally  absurd 
and  unjust,  in  case  of  a  ruplure  with  that  kingdom,  to 
exhaust  the  treasures  of  Great  Britain  in  the  defence  of 
such  a  province :-  «id  yet  the  inhabitants  of  it^  would  have 
ihc  same  rig^  to  cotnpbun  that  they  suffered  for  their  con- 
nexiwi  with  England*  They  observed,  that  other  domhi- 
ions,  electorates,  and  principalities  in  Germany  were  secured 
by  the  constitutions  of  die  empire,  as  well  as  .by  fair  and 
oquad  alliances  wil&  their  co«estates;  whereas  Hanover 
stood  solitary,  like  a  hunted  deer  avoided  by  tbe  herd^  smd 
rhad  no  other  shelter  but  that  of.  shrinking  under  the 
extended  shield  of  Great  Britain^  that  tbe  reluctanpe  ex* 
pressed  by  the  German  p|finces  to  undertake  the  defence  of 
these  dominicms  flowed  from  a  firm  persuaM<»i,  founded  on 
experience,  that  England  would  interpose  as  a  principal,  and 
mH  only  draw  her  sword  against  the  enemies  of  the  eleeto* 
jrate,  but  concentrate  her  chief  strength  in  that  subject,  ami 
waste  her  treasures  in  purchasing  their  concurrei^e ;  tb»t 
f  xdusive  of  an  ample  revenue  drained  from  the  sweat  of 
the  people,  great  part  of  which  bad  been  expended  in  cont^ 
^nentid^effidrts,  the  whole  national  debt  incurred,  since  the 
Ikccession  of  the  late  king,  had  been  contracted  in  pursuance 
of  measures  totally  foreign  to  the  interest  of  these  king- 
doms ;  that,  since  Hanover  was  tbe  iavourite  object,  Eng- 
kmd  would  save  money,  and  great  quantities  of  Bri^sh 
blood,  by  allowing.  France  to  take  possession  of  the  elector 
rate,  paying,  its  ransom  at  tbepeace^  and  indemnifying  tbe 
itthsriuianu  for  tbe  damage  they  might  sustain ;  an  exp^- 
enl  that  would  be  productive  of  another  good  consequence  ; 
k  would  rouse  the  German  princes  from  their  aSec^d  in^f- 
ference,  and  oblige  tbem  to  exert  ihemtM^lves  widi  vigour^ 
in  ord«^r  to  avoid  tbe  detected  neighbpuriiood  of  such  an 
enterprising  invader* 

$XXIV.  The  article  q{  the  supply  relating  to  0:m  army 
of  observation  took  rise  from  a  message,  signed,  by  bis 
majesty,  and  pres<$i^ed  by  Mr*  PKt,  now  promoted  to  the 
office  of  principal  secretary  of  state;  a  gentleman  who  had, 
upon  sundry. occasions,  combated  the  gigantic  plan  of  con- 
tinental connexions  with  all  the  strength  of  reason,  and  all 


If  if.  eWMMlBII.  j4y 

tbe  powers  of  eloqaenee*  Htr  now  hBpQin^  t^  the  h6nnt 
an  imimsiriotr)^  itnportiog,  itiRras  always  withffeiuctanee  that 
his  majesty  asked  extraordinary  supplies  of  Ms  people ;  but 
as  the  united  councHs,  and  fofmidatrie  preparations  of 
France  and  her  allies  threatened  £im)>p6  in  genersfl  with 
the  most  alarming  eonsectnence ;  and  as  thefte  unjufit  and 
vliidietive  deaigns  were  part!eiilai4y  and*  itnmediately -bent 
agatnst  his  majesty's  electoral  dominions,  and  ^ose  of  hfS 
good  ally,  the  king  of  Prussia,  his  majesty  eonfidtd  in  #fe 
experienced  "Zeal  and  affettion  nf  his  faithful  commons,  tha^ 
they  would  itheerfuHy  assist  ^iiti  In  fontiing  and  nvaintatn- 
i»g  an  army  of  observation,  for  the  just  and  necessary 
defence  and  preservation  of  Ihose  territories^,  and  enable  him 
to  ftiifit  his  engagements  wittit  hi^  Prussian  majesfty,  for  the 
sectn*ky  of  the  empire  agamst  the  irruption  of  foreign 
armies,  and  for  Ae  support  of  tke  common  cause.  Poste* 
^ty  will  hardly  believe,  that  the  emperor  and  all  the  pfindra 
of  Germtay  were  in  a-  conspiracy  against  their  country, 
exicept  the  %iag  of  Prussia,  the  ^lector  of  Hanovef ,  and  the 
lAndgmi^e  ofN  Messe  Cassd  ^  and  they  will,  no  doubt,  be 
surprised,  that  Great  Britain^  after  all  Ae  treaties  ishe  had 
Ktade,  and  die  numberless  subsidaes  she  had  gri^nted,  shouhl 
»oc  have  an  atty  left,  except  one  prhice,  so  embarrassed  in, 
his  own  sliFdars,  tliat  he  could  grant  her  no  succour,  wh^-^ 
e^rer  asisistaisce  he  might  demand.  The  ktng's  lliessage 
met  -with  as  favourable  a  reception  as  he  could  have  desired. 
It  was  read  iii  the  house  of  commons,  together  with  a  copy 
of  the  treaty  between  Ms  majesty  and  the  king  of  Prussia, 
hichidlng  the  secret  and  separate  artide,  and  liie  ^damtion 
signed  on  each  side  by  the  plenipotenriaries  at'  Westminstt^ : 
the  request  was  granted,  and  the  convention  approved.  Wirii 
equsd  readiness  did  they  gratify  his  majesiy^s  inclination, 
sigfiified  in  anodier  message,  delivered  On  the  seventeenth 
day  of  May,  by  1<^  Bateman,  intiniating,  thiat  in  tl^ 
critical  juncture,  emergencies  might  arise  of  the  utmost  ISA^ 
pcntance,  and  be  attentled  with  the  most  pernicious  conse- 
quem:es,  if  proper  means  shotdd  not  be  immediately  applied 
to  prevoxt  or  defeat  them;  his  majesty  was,  therefore, 
desinnis  that  the  house  would  enable  him  to  defhqr  any 
extnK>rdkiai7  eicpenses  of  the  war,  incurred  or  to  be  tmruv- 
red  for  the  service  of  the  current  year ;  and  to  uk^  all  such 
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measures  as  might  be  neceftsaiy  to  disappoint  or  defeat  way 
enterprises  or  designs  of  his  enemies,  *as  the  exigency  of 
affiiirs  might  require.  The  committee  of  supply  forthwith- 
grafited  a  very  large  sunr^  for  these  purposes,  including  the 
charge  of  German  mercenaries*  A  l|ke  message  being  at 
the  same  time  communteated  to  the  upper  house,  their  lord- 
ships voted  a  very  loyal  address  upon  the  occasion ;  and 
when  the  article  of  supply,  which  it  produced  among  the 
commons,  fell  under  their  inspection,  they  ui^animousty 
agreed  to  it,  by  way  of  a  clause  of  appropriation. 

.  ^  XXV.  We  iwve  already  observed,  that  the  first  bill 
which  the  commons  pnssed  in  this  session,  was  for  the  relief 
of.  the  poor,  by  prohibiting, the  exportation  of  com ;  Initthis 
remedy  not  being  judged  adequate  to  the  evil,  another  biU 
was  framed,  removing,  ^or  a  limited  time,  the  duty  dieii 
payable  upon  foreign  com  and, flour  imported ;  as  also  per* 
mitting,  for  a  certain  time,  all  such  foreign  com,  grainy 
meal,  bread,  biscuit,  and  flour,  as  had  been  or  should^  be 
taken  from  the  enemy,  to  be  landed  and  expended  in  tiie 
kingdom  duty  free.  In  order  still  more  to  r^uce  die  high 
price  of  com,  and  to  prevent  any  supply  of  provisiowk  front' 
being,  sent  to  our  enemies  in  America,  a  third  bill  wi» 
brought  in,  prohibiting,  for  a  time  therein  limited,  the 
exportation  of  corn,  grainy  meal,  malt,  flour,  bread,  btKuit, 
starch,  beef,  pork,  bacon,  or  other  victusd,  from  any  of  t^ie 
Britiah  plantations,  unless  to  Great  Britain  or  Ireta&d,  or . 
from  one  colony  to  another.  To  this  act  two  clauses  were 
added,  for  allowing  those  necessaries,  mentioned  above^  to 
be  imported  in  foreign  built  ships,  and/ from  any  state  in 
amity  with  his  majesty,  either  into  Great  Britain  or  Ire- 
land ;  and  for  exporting  from  Southam[^on  or  £xeter  to 
the  Isle  of  Man,  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants,  a  quantity 
of  wh^t,  barley,  oats,  meal,  or  flour,  not  exceeding  two 
thousaild  five  hundred  quarters.  The  commons  would  have 
still  improved  their  humanity,  had  they  contrived  and 
established  some  eflWctual  method  to  puoish  thoaet  unfoeiing 
ViUains,  who,  by  engrossing  and  hoarding  Up  great  quanti> 
ties  of  graiuf  had  created  this .  artificial  scarcity,  and 
deprived^  their  fellow  creatures  of  bread,  with  a  view  to 
there  own  private  advantage.^  Upon  a  subsequent* report 
of  the  committee,  the  house  resolved,  that,  to  prevent  the 


/        k 


irsr.  GBOBGEU.  3^ 

h«|^  price  of  wheat  aiid  bread,  no  spirits  sliouldbe  di^ified 
from  wheat  for  a  limUed jime*     While  the  biU  fwroied  on 
this  resolutioa,  was  in  embryo,  a  petition  waa  presented  to 
the  bouse  by  the  brewers  of  I^ondon,  Westminsler,  ^S^uth- 
Mwrk,  and.  parts  adjacent,  representing,,  that,  when  thej^so*' 
JtHioo  passed,  the  price  of  malt,. which  was  b^ore  too  high, 
immediately  rose  to  such  a  degree,  that .  the  petitioners 
found  tbeii»selves  utterly  inc^ahle  of  canning  on  busaness- 
at  the  price  malt  then  bore,  occasioned,  as  they  conceived, 
from  sui  apprehension  of  the  necessity  the  distiQers  wotdd 
be;under  to  mak^  use  of.  the  best  pale  malt,,  and  substil^ute 
the  best  barky  in  Ueu  of  wheat:  thaty  in  such  a  case,  the 
mai'kets  would  not  <be  able  to  supply  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
barley  for  the  demands  of  both  professions,  besides  other 
neee&sary  ^ses :  they,  therefore,  prayed,  that  in  regard  to 
the  public  revenue,  to  which  the  trade  of  the  petitioners,  so 
laig^ly  QOiUributed,  proper  measures  n^ight  be  taken  for 
preventing  tl^  public  loss,, and  relieving  their  particular 
distress*    Th^  boo^e  would  not  lead  a  deaf  ear  to  a  remoa- 
sU'anse  jyajivhtck  th«  revenue  was  concemedi    The  mem- 
bers aj^^ted  to  ,pr#pa^e  the  bill  imaiiediately  Teceived 
'  in9tru<;tians  to  make^provisionin  it  to  restrain,  for  a  limited 
tiiiievthe  diii^ilU^g  of. barley,  malt,andaU  grain  whatsoever* 
The  Vill  wfiis. filmed  accordingly,  but  did  not  pass  widKMit 
str^uiaus  oppd^tion*    To  this  prohibiti<m  it  wm  obfected, 
that  there  are  alwa}^  large  quantities  of  wheat  and  badky 
in  the  kingdom  so  much  dapiagedt  as  to  be  unfit  for  any 
use   hut  the  distillery,  ^consequently  a  restriction  6f  ^is 
nsM^re  wpuld  ruin  ma^y  farm^r#,  apd  others  employed  in 
the  ^ade  o£  miUiog*     Fartic-uiar  in^evestSt  however,  must 
often^-be  sacrificed  to  tbe^welfare  of  the  community ;  and  the 
pre«h«nt.dii^tress  prevailed  over  the  prospect  of  this  disad- 
van^ge.  -   IC  they  had  allowed  any  ftort  of  grain  to  be  dis* 
tilled,  it  w>uld  hav.e  been  impossible  to  prevent  the  distilling 
of  eveiy.  kind*   The  prohibition  was  limited  to  two  m<»oths.; 
but  at  the  expiration  of  that  term,  the  scarcity  still  con* 
tinuie^^ .  it  %va8  protraeted  by  a  new  bill  to  the  eleventh  day 
of  December,  with  a  proviso,  empowering  h^  m^esty  to 
put  an  end  jto  it  at  any  time  after  the  eleventh  day  of  May, 
if  such  a.  s.tep  should  be  judged  for  the  advantage  of  the 
kingdom.  ' 
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f  XXVirThe  nest  bill  that  engaged  tha  ottoiikiB  of 
the  connnoAi  was  a  meMttre  of  the  utmoit  natiotiai  iBipOT«> 
tanee,  though  secretly  didiked  by  many  kidMdviak  of  tSe 
legislature,  who,  nevercheless^  did  not  v«otare  tt>  ivirow  their 
disapprobation*  The  estaUishment  of  a  niili$»i  was  a  vtry 
popular  and  desirable  dbjec^  but  attended  wiifa'nciiiibcffieai 
difiicukies,  and  a  compeotion  of  interests  which  it  waa  hn* 
possible  to  reconcile*  it  had  formerly  been  an  inexhaustiM 
source  of  contention  between  the  crown  and  the  commons } 
but  now  both  apparently  concurred  in  rendering  it  sendee* 
able  to  the  commcmweabb^  though  some  acquiesced  in  the 
scheme,  who  were  not  at  a^  hearty  in  its  favour*  •  On  the 
fourth  day  of  December,  a  motion  was  made  for  dte  biU,  by 
colonel  George  Townshend,  eldest  son  of  lord  visconnt 
Townshend,  a  geitfkman  of  courage^  sense,  nad  pfoMtyf 
endued  with  penetration  to  discerfi,  smd  honesty  to  porsiie, 
the  real  interest  of  his  country,  indefiamce  of  p6wer,  in  con- 
tempt of  private  advantages*  I,«eave  being  given  to  bring 
in  a  bill  for  the  better  ordering  of  the  militia  forces  in  the 
several  counties  of  England,  the  task  of  preparing  it  was 
allotted  to  Mr*  Townshend,  and  a  consickiraUe  number  of 
the  most  able  members  in  the  howise,  comprehending  his 
iiwtt  brother,  Mr.  Charles  Town^end,  whirae  genius  riione 
with  disttagtti^ed  Wstre :  he  was  keen,  discerning,  doqueat, 
and  accurate  i  possessed  a  remarkable  vivacity  of  parts,  widt 
a  surp^isiiig  solidity  of  understanding;  was  a  wit  withont 
arrogance,  a  patriot  without  prtqudice,  and  a  courtier  wfdi* 
out  dependence* 

$  XXVII.  While  the  militin  bill  rea^ined  under  conai"* 
deration  in  the  hou»e,  a  petition  for  a  consfitttlional  sxtA 
well  regulated  militia  was  presented  by  the  mayor,  jmrats, 
and  commanalty  of  the  king's  town  and  parish  of  Maidstone, 
in  Kent,  in  common  council  assembled.  At  the  same  tin^ 
rei^vonstmnces  were^  offered  by  the  prc^estant  dissenting 
mintstrrs  of  the  three  denomination^  in  and  about  the  cities 
of  Londotl^and  Westminster;  by  the  protestant  dbsenters 
of  Sbrew^ury ;  the  dissenting  ministers  of  Devonshire ;  tlfe 
protestant  dissenters,  being  freeholders  and  burgesses  of  the 
tovra,  and  county  of  the  town  of  Nottingham,  joined  with 
other  inhabitants  of  the  church  of  England,  expressing  their 
apprehension,  that,  in  the  bill  then  depending,  it  might  be 
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^ropoMd  to  enact,  ihat  the  said  mtlltift  should  be  exercised 
on  the  Lord's  day,  commoaly  called  Sunday,  and  praying 
that  no  clauBe  for  such  purpose  might  pass  into  a  law. 
Though  nothing  could  be  more  ridiculously  fanatic  and 
impertinent  than  a  declaration  of  such  a  scruple  against  a 
practice  so  laudable  and  necessary,  in  a  country  where  that 
day  of  the  week  is  generally  spent  in  merr)'making,  riot, 
and  debauchery,  the  house  paid  so  muph  regard  tb  tht 
squeamish  consciences  of  those  puritanical  petitioners,  that 
Monday  was  pitched  upon  for  the  day  of  exercise  to  the 
militia,  though  on  such  working  days  they  might  be  much 
more  profitably  employed,  both  for  themselves  and  their 
country :  ami  that  no  religious  pretence  should  be  left  for 
opposing  At  progress  and  execution  of  the  bill,  proper 
clauses  were  inserted  for  the  relief  of  the  quakers«  An^ 
other  petition  and  counter  petition  were  delivered  by  the 
magistrates,  freeholders,  and  largesses  of  the  town  of  Not- 
tingham, in  relation  to  dieir  particular  franchise,  which  w^re 
accordingly  considered  in  framing  the  bill. 

.  $  XXVIII.  After  mature  deliberation,  and  divers  alter- 
ations, it  passed  the  lower  house,  and  was  sent  to  the  lords 
for  tiieir  concurrence:  here  it  underwent  several  amend- 
fluents,  one  of  which  was  the  reduction  of  the  number  of 
militia  men  to  one  half  of  what  the  commons  had  promised ; 
namely,  to  thirty*two  thousand  three  hundred  and  forly 
men  f(»r  the  whole  kingdom  of  England  and  Wales.  The 
amendments  being  canvassed  in  the  lower  house,  met  with 
some  opposition,  and  divers  codferences  with  their  lordships* 
ensued :  at  length,  however,  the  two  houses  agpreed  to  every 
article,  and  the  biU  soon  received  tht  royal  sanction.  No 
provision,  however,  was  made  for  clothes,  arms,  accoutre* 
ments,  and  pay:  had  regulations  been  made  for  these  pur- 
poses, the  act  would  have  become  a  money,  bill,  in  which 
.  the  lords  could  have  made  no  amendment ;  in  order,  there- 
fore, to  prevent  any  difference  between  the  two  houses,  on 
'a  dispute  of  privileges  not  yet  determined,  and  that  the 
,honse  of  peers  might  make  what  amendments  they  should 
think  expedient,  the  commons  left  the  expense  of  the  mili- 
tia to  be  regulated  in  a  subsequent  bill,  during  the  following 
session,  when  they  could,  with  more  certainty,  compute 
whajt  sum  would.be  necessary  for  these  purposes.     After 
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an,  the  bill  seemed  to  be  crude,  imperfect,  anid  ineffiBctaal,. 
and  the  promoters  of  it  were  well  aware  of  its  defects ;  but 
they  were  apprehensive  t^iat  it  would  have  been  dropped 
altogether  had  they  insisted  upon  the  scheme's  being  exe- 
cuted in  its  lull  extent.  They  were  eager  to  seize  this 
opportunity  of  trying  an  experiment,  which  might  after- 
wards be  improved  to  a  greater  national  advantage ;  and 
therefore,  they  acquiesced  in  many  restrictions  and  alter- 
ations, which  otherwise  would  not  have  been  adopted. 

§  XXIX*  The  next  measure  that  fell  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  house  was  rendered  necessary  by  the  in- 
hospitable perseverance  of  the  publicans  and  innholderd, 
\frho  conceived  themselves  not  obliged  by  law  to  receive  or 
give  quarters  in  their  houses  to  any  foreign  troops,  and 
accordingly  refused  admittance  to  the  Hessian  auxiliaries, 
who  began  to  be  dreadfully  incommoded  by  the  severity  of 
the  weather.  This  objection  implying  an  attack  upon  the 
prerogative,  the  goveminent  did  not  think  fit,  at  this  junc- 
ture, to  dispute  any  other  way,  than  by  procuring  a  new 
law  in  favour  of  those  foreigners.  It  was  entitled,  "  'A 
"  bill  to  make  provision  for  quartering  the  foreign  troops 
^  now  in  this  kingdom,"  prepared  by  lord  Harrington,  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  atid  the  solicitor  general,  smd 
immediately  passed  without  opposition.  This  step  being 
taken,  another  bill  was  brought  in,  for  the  regulation  of  the 
marine  forces  while  on  shore.  This  was  almost  a  transcript 
of  the  mutiny  act,  with  this  material  difference :  it  em- 
powered the  admiralty  to  grant  commissions  for  holding 
general  courts  martial,  and  to  do  every  thing,  and  in  the 
9ame  manner  as  his  majesty  is  empowered  to  do  by  the 
usual  mutiny  bill ;  consequently,  every  clause  was  adopted 
without  question. 

^  XXX.  The  same  favourable  reception  Was  given  to 
a  bill  for  the  more  speedy  aqd  effectual  recruiting  his  ma- 
jesty's land  forces  and  marines ;  a  law  which  threw  into 
the  hands  of  many  worthless  magistrates  an  additional 
power  of  oppressing  their  fellow  Cteatures :  all  justices  of 
the  peace,  commissioners  for  the  land  tax,  magistrates  of 
corporations  and  borou^s,  were  empowered  to  meet  by 
direction  of  the  secretary  at  war,  communicated  in  pl-ecepts 
issued  by  the  high  sheriffs,  or  their  deputies,  within  their 


tf^r.  GBORGEn.  55^ 

Yeq)ective  divisioBft,  and  at  their  usual  places  of  meetings 
to  qualify  themselves  for  the  execution  of  the  act ;  then 
they  were  required  to  appoint  the  times  and  places  for 
their  succeeding  meetings ;  to  issue  precepts  to  the  proper 
.  officers  for  these  succeeding  meetings ;  and  to  give  notice 
of  the  time  and  place  of  every  meeting  to  such  military 
officers,  as,  by  notice  from  the  secretary  at  war,  should  bo 
directed  to  attend  that  service.  The  annual  bill  for  pre- 
venting mutiny  and  desertion  met  with  no  objections,  and 
indeed  contained  nothing  essentially  difierent  from  that 
which  had  passed  in  the  last  session*  The  next'  law 
enacted,  was,  for  further  preventing  embezzlement  of 
goods  and  apparel,  by  those  with  whom  they  are  intrusted, 
and  putting  a  stop  to  the  practice  of  gaming  in  public 
houses.  By  this  bill  a  penalty  was  inflicted  oti  pawn- 
brokers, in  a  summary  way,  for  receiving  goods,  knowing 
them  not  to  be  the  property  of  the  pledger,  and  pawned 
without  the  authority  of  the  owner.'^  With  respect  to 
gaming,  the  act  ordained,  that  all  publicans  suffering  jour- 
neymen, labourers,  servants,  or  apprentices  to  game  with 
cards,  dice,  shuffleboards,  mississippi,  or  billiardtables, 
skittles,  ninepins,  &c.  should  forfeit  forty  'shillings  for  the 
first  offence,  and  for  every  subsequent  offence  ten  pounds 
«hall  be  levied  hy^  distress*  ^ 

§  XXXI.  Divers  inconveniepcies  having  resulted  from 
the  interposition  of  justices,  who,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of 
•   parliament  passed  in  thfe  present  reign,  assumed  the  right 
of  establishing  rates  for  the  payment  of  wages  to  weavers, 
eeveral  petitions  were  offered  to  the  house  of  commons, 

r  It  was  enaeted,  that  persons  pawning,  exchanging,  or  disposing:  of  goods, 
without  leave  of  the  owner,  should  suffer  in  the  penalty  of  twenty  shilnngs ;  and, 
on  nonpayment,  be  committed  for  fourteen  days  to  hard  labour ;  afterwards,  if 
the  money  could  not  then  be  paid,  to  be  whipped  publicly  in  the  house  of  cor- 
rection, or  such  other  place  as  the  justice  of  the  peace  should  appoint,  on  publi- 
cation of  tiie  prosecutor :  that  every  pawnbroker  should  make  entrr  of  the  per- 
son's name  and  place  of  abode  who  pledges  any  goods  with  him ;  and  the  pledger, 
if  he  required  it,  should  have  a  duplicate  of  that  entry :  that  a  pawnbroker, 
i^ceiving  linen  or  apparel  intrusted  to  others  to  be  washed  or  mended,  should 
forfeit  double  the  sum  lent  upon  it,  and  restore  the  goods :  that  ujion  oath  of  any 
person  whose  goods  are  unlawfully  pawned  or  exchangedj  the  jusUce  should  issue 
a  warrant  to  search  the  suspected  person's  house ;  and  upon  refusal  of  admittanoe 
the  officer  njight  break  open  the  door:  that  goods  pawned  for  any  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding ten  pounds  might  be  recovered  within  two  yenrs,  the  owner  roakmg  oatli 
of  the  pawning,  and  tendering  the  principal,  interest,  and  charges:  that  goods 
^maidmg  unredeemed  for  two  years  should  be  forfeited  and  sold,  the  overplus  JI;q 
be  accounted  for  to  the  owner  on  demand. 
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-- representing  the  evil  conscquencses  of  sttch  an  establish- 
ment; and  although  these,  arguments  were  answered  and 
opposed  in  counter  pet^tioas,  the^ commons,  actuated  by  a 
laudable  concern  for  the  interest  of  the  woollen  manufacture, 
after  due  deliberation  removed  the  grievance  by  a  new  bill, 
repealing  so  much  of  the  former  act  as  empowered  justices 
of  the  peace  to  make  rates  for  the  payment  of  wages«%-^Thc 
commons  were  not  more  forward  to  provide  supplies 
for  prosecuting  the  war  wkh  vigour,  than  ready  to  adopt 
new  regulations  for  the  advantage  of  trade  and  manufac- 
tures; The  society  of  the  free  British  fishery  presented  a 
petition,  alleging,  that  they  had  employed  the  sun)  of  one 
hundred  thirty  thousand  three  hundred  and  five  pound3ji 
eight  shillings,  and  six-pence,  together  with  the  entire 
produce  of  their  fish,  and  all  the  moneys  arising  from  the 
several  branches  allowed  on  the  tonnage  of  their  shipping, 
and  on  the  exportation  of  their  fish,  in  carrying  on  the  said 
fishery ;  and  that,  from  their  being  obliged,  in  the  infancy 
of  the  undertaking,  to  incur  a  much  larger  expense  than 
was  at  that  time,  foreseen,  they  now  found  themselves  so 
far  reduced  in  their  capital  as  to  be  utterly  incapable  of 
further  prosecuting  the  fisheries  with  any  hope  of  success, 
unless  indulged  with  the  further  assistance  of  parliament. 
They  prayed  therefore,  that,  towards  enabling  them  to 
carry  on  the  said  fisheries,  they  might  have  liberty  to  make 
ifse  of  such  nets  as  they  should  find  best  adapted  to  the 
«aid  fisheries ;  each  buss,  nevertheless,  carrying  to  sea  the 
sanie  quantity  and  depth  of  netting,  which,  by  the  fishery 
acts,'  they  were  then  bound  to  carry ;  that  the  bounty  of 
thirty  shillings  per  ton,  allowed  by  the  said  acts  on  the 
vessels  employed  in  the  fishery,  might  be  increased ;  and 
forasmuch  as  many  of  the  stock  proprietors  were  unable  to 
advance  any  further  sum  for  prosecuting  this  branch  of 
commerce;  and  others  unwilling  in  the  present  situation, 

8  It  likewise  imported,  that  all  contracts  or  agreements  made  between  clothiers 
tnd  weavers,  In  respect  to  wages,  sliould,  from  and  after  the  first  of  Max,  in  the 
y&Lr  one  thoasan4  seven  hundred  and  fifty  seven,  be  valid,  notwithstanding  any 
rate  established,  or  to  be  established ;  but  that  these  contracts  or  agreements 
ahoald  extend  only  to  the  actual  prices  or  rates  of  workmanship  or  wages,  and 
not  to  the  payment  thereof  in  any  other  manner  than  in  money  ;  and  that  if  any . 
,  (ilothier  should  refuse  or  neglect  to  pay  the  weaver  the  wages  or  price  agreed  on, 
ill  mone^,  within  two  davs  atUr  the  work  should  be  performed  and  delivered,  tka 
same  being  demanded,  should  forfeit  forty  shillings  for  every  such  offence. 


aad  under  the  present,  restraints,  to  risk  aay  further  sum  in 
the.  undertaking;;  .that  t^  stock  of  the  society,  by  the. said 
acts  naade  unalienable^  except  in  case  of  death  or  bank-, 
ruptcy,  for  a  term  of  years,  might  forthwith  be  made 
transferable;  and  ^hat  the  petitioaers  might  be  .at  liberty, 
between  the .  intervals,  of  the  fishing  seasons,  to  employ 
the  busses  in  .such,  a  manner  as  they  should  find  for 
the  advantage  of  the  society.  While  the  committee  was> 
employed  in  deliberating  oa  the  particulars  of  this  remon- 
strance, another  was  delivered  from  the  free  .British  fishery 
chamber  of.  Whitehaven  in  Cumberland,  representing,  that 
as  the  law  then  stood^  they  went  to  Shetland,  and  returned 
at; a  great  expense  and  loss  of  time;  and  while  the  war 
continued,  durst  not  stay  there  to  fish,  besides  being  obliged 
to  run  the  most  imminent  risks,  by  going  and  retumiag 
without  convoy :  that  ever  since  the  institution"  of  the  pre-* 
•sent  fishery,  experienpe  had  fully  shown  the  fishery  oif 
Shetland  not  worth  following,  as  thereby  the  petitioners,  had 
lost  two  months  of  a .  inuch  better  fishery  in  St.  George^ 
channel,  within  one  day's  sail  of  Whitehaven :  they  took 
notice,  that  the  free  British  fishery  society  had  applied  to 
the  house  for  further  assistance  and  relief;  and  prdyeui 
that  Campbeltown  in  Argyieshire,  might  be  appointed  .tlui 
place  of  rendezvous  for  the  busses  belonging  to  Whitehfti* 
veu,  for  the  summer  as  well  as  the  winter  fishery,  that  they 
might  be  enabled  to  fish  with  greater  advantage.  The  comii 
mittee,  having  considered  the  matter  of  both  petitions.  Were 
of  opinion  that  the  petitioners  should  be  at  liberty  to.  use 
such  nets  as  they  should  find  best  adapted  to  the  white 
herring  fishery :  that  the  bounty  of  thirty  shilling  per  ton 
should  be  augmented  to.  fifty :  that  t|^e  petitioners  should 
be  allowed,  during  the  intervals  of  the  fishing  seasons,  to 
employ  their  vessels  in  any  other  lawful  business,  provided 
they  should  have,  been  employed  in  the  herring  fishery 
during  the  propeT  seasons :  that  they  might  use  such  bart- 
rels  for  packing  the  fish  as  they  then  used,  or  might  here<- 
after  find  best  adapted  for-thiat  purpose:  that  they  should 
have  liberty  to  make^^se  of  any  waste  or  uncultivated  land, 
ofie  fiiihired  yards  at  tHe  least  above  high  water  mark,  for 
ttet  putpose  of  drying  their  nets  :  and  that  Campbeltown 
would  J?e  the  most  proper  anii  convenient  place  for  the 


I 


3^0  HISTORY  OP  ENGLAND.  t7ST^ 

rendezvous  of  the  busses  belonghig  to  Whitehaven..  Thisi 
last  resolution,  however,  was  not  tipserted  in  the  bill  which 
contained  the  other  &ve,  and  in  a  little  time  received  the 
royal  assent. 

$  XXXIL  Such  are  the  connexions,  dependencies,  and 
relations  subsisting  between  the  mechanical  arts,  agricul- 
ture, and  manofistctures  of  Gr-eat  Britain,  that  it  requires 
study,  deliberation^  and  inquiry  in  the  legislature  to  discern 
and  distinguish  the  whole  scope  and  consequences  of  hiany 
projects  offered  for  the  benefit  of  the  Goromt>nweakh.  The 
society  of  merchant  adventurers  in  the  city  of  Bristol  alle- 
ged, in  a  petition  to  the  house  of  commons,  that  great  quan- 
tities of  ba?  iron'  were  imported  into  Great  Britain  from 
Sweden,  Russia,  and  other  parts,  chiefly  purchased  with  ready 
money,  some  of  whi«h  iron  was  exported  again  to  Africa  and 
other  places:  and  the  rest  wrought  up  .by  the  manufac- 
turers. They  aiHrmed  that  bar  iron^  imported  from  North 
America,  would  answer  the  same  purposes  ;  and  the  impor- 
tation of  it  tend  not  only  to  the  great  advantage  of  the 
kingdom,  by  increasing  its  shipping  and  aavigation,,but  also 
to  the  bene&t  of  the  British  colonies  ;  that  by  an  act  passed 
in  the  twenty-third  year  of  his  present  majesty's  reign,  the 
im^portation  of  bar  iron  from  America  into  the  port  of  Lon- 
don, duty  free,  was  permitted ;  but  its  being  carried  coast- 
ways,  or  farther  by  land  than  ten  miles,  bad  been  prohibited  ; 
so  that  several  very  considerable  manufacturing  towns  were 
deprived  of  the  use  of  American  iron,  and  the  out  ports 
,  prevented  from  employing  it  in  their  export  commerce : 
they  requested,  therefore,  that  bar:  iron  might  be  imported 
from  North  America  into  Great  Britain,  duty  free,  by  all 
his  majesty's  subjects.  This  request  being  reinforced  by 
many  other  petitions  from  different  parts  of  the  kingdom^ 
other  classes  of  men,  who  thought  several  interests  would 
be  affected  by  such  a  measure,  took  the  alarm ;  and,  in  divers 
counter  petitions,  specified  many  ill  consequences  which 
they  alleged  would  arise  from  its  being  enacted  into  a  law. 
Pamphlets  were  published  on  both  sides  of  the  question,, 
and  violent  disputes  were  kindled  upon  this  ^subject,  which 
was  justly  deemed  a  matter  of  national; importance, /'The 
opposers  of  the  bill  observed,  that  large  ^uaiHijtiesrof  iron 
were  yearly  produ^e4at  home^  and  employed  ittuliitudesjof 
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poor  people^  there  beipg  no  less  than  one  hundred  and  nine 
forges  in,  England  and  Wales,  besides  those  erected  in 
Scotland,  the  whole  producing  eighteen  thousand  tons  of 
iron  :  that  as  the  mines  in  Great  Britain  are  inexhaustibU,- 
the  produce  would  of  late  years  have  been  considerably- 
increased,  had  not  the  people  been  kept  under  continusit 
apprehension  of  seeing  American  iron  admitted  duty  free : 
a  supposition  which  had  prevented  the  traders  from  extend^ 
ing  their  works^  and  discouraged  many  from  engaging  ia 
this  branch  of  traffic;  they  alleged  th^t  the  iron  works, 
already  carried  on  in  England^  occasioned  a  consumption  of 
one  hundred  and  ninety-eight  thousand  cords  of  wood,  pro- 
duced in  coppices  that  grow  upon  barren  lands,  which  could 
)  not  otherwise  be  turned  to  any  good  account :  that  as  the 
coppices  affprd  shade,  and  preserve  a  moisture  in  the  ground, 
the  pasture  is  more  valuable  with  the  wood,  than  it  would 
be  if  the  coppices  were  grubbed  up ;  consequently  all  the 
estates,  where  these  now  grow,  would  sink  in  their  yearly 
value :  that  these  coppices,  now  cultivated  and  preserved 
for  the  use  of  the  iron  works,  are  likewise  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  the  manufacture  of  leather,  as  they  furnish  bark 
for  the  tanners;,  and  that,  according  to  the  management  of 
these  coppices,  they  produced  a  great  number  of  timber 
trees,  so  necessary  for  the  piurposes  of  building.  They 
asserted,  that  neither  the  American  iron,  nor  any  that  had 
yet  been  found  in  Great  Britain,  was  so  proper  for  convert- 
ing into  steel  as  that  which  comes  fropi  Sweden,  particu- 
larly that  sort  called  ore  ground ;  but  as  there  are  mines  in 
the  northern  parts  of  Britain,  nearly  in  the  same  latitude 
with  those  of  Sweden,  furnished  with  sufficient  quantities  of 
wood,  and  rivers  for  mills  and  engines,  it  was  hardly  to  be 
doubted  but  that  people  would  find  metal  of  the  same  quality,, 
and,  in  a  few  years,  be  able  to  prevent  the  necessity  of 
importing  iron  either  from  Sweden  or  Russia,  They  infer- 
red that  American  iron  could  never  interfere  with  that 
which  Great  Britain  imported  from  Sweden,  because  it  wad 
not  fit  for  edged  tools,  anchors,  chain  plates,  and  other  par- 
ticulars necessary  in  ship  building  f  nor  diminish  the  impor- 
tation of  Russian  iron,  which  was  not  only  harder  than  the 
American  and  British,  but  also  could  be  afforded  cheaper 
dia&  that  brought  from  our  own  plantations^  even  though 
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the  duty  of  this  last  should  be  removed.  The  importatioi} 
of  American  iron,  therefore,  duty  free,  could  interfere  with 
ao  other  sort  but  that  produced  in  Britain,  with  which,  by 
means  of  this  advantage,  it  would  clash  so  much,  as  to  p^t 
a  stop  in  a  little  time  to  all  the  iron  works  now  carried  oh 
in  the  kingdom,  and  reduce  to  beggary  a  great  number  f4 
families  whom  they  support.  To  these  objections  the 
favourers  of  the  bill  solicited  replied,  that  when  a  manu&C'*- 
ture  is  much  more  valuable  than  the  rough  mate^rials,  and 
these  cannot  be  produced  at  home  in  sufficient  quantities^ 
and  at  such  a  price  as  is  consistent  with  the  preservation  of 
the  manufacture,  it  is  the  interest  of  the  legislature  to  admifi 
a  free  importation  of  these  materials,  even  from  foreign 
countries,  although  it  should  put  an  end  to  the  productioa 
of  that  material  in  this  island :  that  as  the  neighbours  €£ 
Great  Britain  are  how  more  attentive  than  ever  to,  theJf 
commercial  mterests,  and  endeavouring  to  manufacture 
their  rough  materials  at  home,  this  nation  must  take  every 
method  for  lowering  the  price  of  materials,  bther1<rise  in  a 
few  years  it  will  lose  the  manufacture ;  and,  instead  of  sap<- 
plying  other  countries,  be  furnished  by  them  with'  all  the 
fine  toys  and  utensils  made  of  steel  and  iron :  that  being  in 
danger  of  losing  not  only  the  manufacture  but  the  produce 
of  iron,  unless  it  can  be.  procured  at  a  cheaper  rate  than 
that  for  which  it  is  sold  at  present,  the  only  way  of  attain- 
ing this  end,^  is  by  diminishing  the  duty  payable  upon  the 
importation  of  foreign  iron,  or  by  rendering  it  necessary  for 
the  undertakers  of  the  iron  mines  in  Great  Britain  to  sett 
their  produce  cheaper  than  it  has  been  for  some  yearrft 
afforded:  that  the  most  eflFectuar method  for  this  purpose 
IS  to  raise  up  a  rival,  by  permitting  a  free  importation  of 
all  sorts  of  iron  from  the  American  plantations  :  that  Ame- 
rican iron  can  never  be  sold  so  cheap,  as  that  of  Britsun  can 
be  afforded ;  for,  in  the  colonies,  labour  of  all  kinds  is  muck 
dearer  than  in  England :  if  a  man  employs  his  own  slaves^ 
he  must  reckon  in  his  charge  a  great  deal  more  than  the 
cbmmon  interest  of  their  purchase  money,  because,  when 
one  of  them  dies,  or  escapes  from  his.  master,  he  loses  both 
Interest  and  principal ;  that  the  common  interest  of  money 
in  the  plantations  is  considerably  higher  than  in  England^ 
consequently  no  mati  in  that  country  will  employ  his  moh^ 
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an  any  branch  of  trade  by  which  he  cannot  gain  considerably 
Inore  per  cent«  than  is  expected  in  Great  Britain,  where  the 
interest  is  low,  and  {>rofit  moderate ;  a  circunistance  which 
will  always  give  a  great  advantage  to  the  British  miner, 
who  likewise  enjoys  an  exemption  from  freight  and  ensu- 
'  ranee,  which  lie  heavy  upon  the  American  adventurer,  espe** 
cially  in  time  of  war.  With  respect  to  the  apprehension 
of  the  leadier  tanners,  they  observed,  that  as  the  coppices 
generally  grew  on  barren  lands,  not  fit  for  tillage,  and  im- 
prdved  the  pasturage,  no  proprietor  would  be  at  the  ej^pense 
of  grubbing  up  the  wood  to  spoil  the  pasture,  as  he  could 
make  no  other  use  of  the  land  on  which  it  was  produced. 
The  wbod  must  be  always  worth  something,  especially  in 
counties  where  there  is  not  plenty  of  coal,  and  the  timber 
trees  would  produce  considerable  advantage  :  therefore,  if 
there  was  not  one  iron  mine  in  Great  Britain,  no  coppices 
Would  be  grubbed  up,  unless  it  grew  on  a  rich  soil,  which 
would  produce  corn  instead  of  cordwood;  consequently, 
the  tanners  have  nothing  to  fear,  especially  as  planting  hath 
become  a  prevailing  taste  among  the  landholders  of  the 
island.  The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  the  bill  seri- 
^busly  weighed  and  canvassed  these  arguments,  examined 
disputed  facts,  and  inspected  papers  and  accounts  relating 
to'  the  produce,  importation,  and  manufactory  of  iron.  At 
length  Mr.  John  Pitt  reported  to  the  house  their  opinion, 
implying  that  the  liberty  granted  by  an  act  passed  in  the 
twenty-third  year  of  his  majesty's  reign,  of  importing  bar 
iron  from  the  British  colonies  iti  America  into  the  port  of 
London,  should  be  extended  to  all  the  other  ports  of  Great 
Britain;  and  that  so  much  of  that  act  as  related  to  thU 
clause  should  be  repealed.  The  house  having  agreed  to 
these  resolutions,  and  the  bill  being  brought  in  accordingly, 
anodier  petition  was  presented  by  several  nobleman,  gentle- 
men, freeholders,  and  other  proprietors,  owners,  and  pos- 
sessors of  coppices  and  woodlands,  in  the  west  riding  of 
Yorkshire,  alleging,  that  a  permission  to  import  American 
bar  iron  duty  free,  would  be  attended  with  numberless  ill 
consequences  both  of  a  public  and  private  nature ;  specify- 
ing certain  hardships  to  which  they  in  particular  would  be 
exposed ;  and  praying,  that,  if  the  bill  should  pass,  they 
might  be  relieved  from  the  pressure  of  an  act  passed  in  the 
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reign 'of  Henty  VIII*  obliging  the  owners  of  cop|M€e  woods 
to  preserve  them,  under  severe  penalties ;  and  be  permitted 
to  fell  and  grub  up  their  coppice  woods,  in  order  to  a  more 
proper  cultivation  of  the  soil,  without  being  restrained  by 
the  fear  of  malicious  and  interested  prosecutions.  In  con- 
sequence of  this  remonstrance,  a  clause  was  added  to  the 
bill,  repealing  so  much  of  the  act  of  Henry  the  VIII.  as 
prohibited  the  conversion  of  coppice  or  underwoods  into 
pasture  or  tillage ;  then  it  passed  through  both  houses,  and 
received  the  royal  sanction.  As  there  was  not  time,  after 
this  affair  came  upon  the  carpet,  to  obtain  any  new  accounts 
from  America,  and  as  it  was  thought  necessary  to  know  the 
quantities  of  iron  made  in  that  country,  the  house  presented 
an  address  to  his  majesty,  desiring  he  would  be  pleased  ta 
give  directions  that  there  should  be  laid  before  them,  in  the 
next  session  of  parliament,  an  account  of  the  quantity  of 
iron  made  in  the  American  colonies,  from  christmas,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-nine,  to  the  fifth 
day  of  January,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  fifty-six,  each  year  being  distinguished. 

4  XXXIII.  From  this  important  object,  the  parliament 
converted  its  attention  to  a  regulation  of  a  much  more 
private  nature.  In  consequence  of  a  petition  by  the  lord 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  commons  of  the  city  of  London,  a 
bill  was  brought  in,  and  passed  into  a  law  without  oppo- 
sition, for  the  more  effectual  preservation  and  improvement 
of  the  fry  and  spawn  of  fish  in  the  river  Thames,  and 
»7aters  of  Medway,  and  for  the  better  regulating  the  fishery 
in -those  rivers.  The  two  next  measures  taken  for  the 
benefit  of  the  public  were,  first  a  bill  to  render  more  effec- 
tual the  several  laws  then  in  being,  for  the  amendment  and 
preservation  jof  the  highways  and  turnpike  roads  of  the 
kingdom ;  the  other  for  the  more  effectually  preventing  the 
spreading  of  the  contagious  distemper  which,  at  that  time, 
raged  among  the  homed  cattle.  A  third  arose  from  the 
distress  of  poor  silk  manufacturers,  who  were  destitute  of 
emplpyment,  and  deprived  of  all  means  of  subsisting, 
through  the  interruption  of  the  Levant  trade,  occasioned  by 
war,  and  the  delay  of  the  merchant  ships  from  Italy.  In 
order  to  remedy  this  inconvenience,  a  bill  was  prepared, 
enactiog,  that  any  persons  jnight  import  from  any  place,  in 


Jay:  slAp^&t  ireftnel  whattti^ef^tiA  the  fifdt  dfty ^  Decenber, 
OTkt  thouwsmd  «feV6ii  hundred  And  fifty-scvcii,  argaftzine 
riimWn  silk  ©f  the  growth  ot-  production  of  Italy,  to  be  , 
brought  t&  the  GUgtt)itih®Use  x>f  London^  wheresoever 
landed:  bul  that  no  Italiail  thrown  dilk^  coat*ser  than 
Bologna,  liof  any  tram  of  the  growth  of  Italy,  nor  any 
other  thrdWA  silk  of  the  grfifwth  ot  production  of  Turkey, 
Pdr&ia,  East  Itidia^  or  China,  should  be  imported  by  this 
«gt,  under  th^  penalty  nf  the  forfeiture  thereof.  Notwith- 
standing several  petitions,  presented  by  the  merchants, 
owners,  and  commanders  of  ships,  and  others  trading  to. 
Leghorn,  and  other  po|ts  of  Italy,  as  well  as  by  the  im- 
porters and  manufacturers  of  raw  silks,  representing  the 
evil  con&equences  that  would  ptt>bably  attend  the  passing 
of  such  a  bill,  the  parliament  agreed  to  this  temporary 
deviation  from  the  famous  act  of  navigation,  for  a  present 
supply  to  the  poor  manufacturers. 

$  XXXIV.  The  next  civil  regulation  established  in  this 
session  of  parlismient  was  ih  itself  judicious,  and,  had  it 
been  more  eagerly  suggtssted,  might  have  been  much  mord 
beneficial  to  the  public.  In  order  to  discourage  the  prac<^ 
tice  of  smuggling,  and  prevent  the  desperadoes  coneeiiied 
therein  from  enlisting  in  the  service  of  the  enemy^  a  law 
Vr^La  passed,  enacting,  that  every  persoii  who  had>  been^ 
before  the  first  of  May  in  the  present  year^  guilty  of  illegal 
^  tunning^  conoealiiig,  receiving,  or  carrying  any  wool,,  or 
parohibited  goods,  or  any  foreign  commodities  liable  td 
duties,  the  same  not  having  been  paid  or  secured ;  or  of 
aiding  therein,  or  had  been  found  Mrith  firearms  or  weapon^^ 
in  order  to  be  aiding  to  such  offenders;  or  had  been  guilty 
^f  receiving  such  gonads  after  seizure ;  or  of  any  act  what*- 
soever,  trher^y  persons  mi^t  be  deemed  runners  of 
foreign  goods ;  or  of  hindering,  wounding,  or  beating  any 
officer  in  the  execution  of  his  duty,  or  assistitig  therein, 
should  be  indemnified  from  all  such  offences,  concerning 
which  no  anit  should  then  have  l^een  commenced,  or  com- 
position made,  on  condition  that  he  sbolild,  befot^  being 
apprehended  or  proBeculed,  and  before  the  first  day  of 
December,  enter  himself  with  soo^e  commissioned  officer  of 
his  majesty's  fleet,  to  serve  as  a  common  sailor ;  and  should, 
for  three  years  from  such  entry,  unless  sooner  fiiUy  dis^ 
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charged,  actually  aerve  and  do  duty  m.  timt  statioo,"  and 
register  his  name,  &c.  with  the  clerk  of  t)ie  peace  of  the 
county  where  he  resided,  as  the  act  prescribes^  Au  attempt 
was  made  in  favour  of  the  seamen  employed  in  the  navy, 
who  had  been  very  irregularly  paid,  and  subject  to  grievous 
hardships  in  consequence  of.  this  irregularity ;  Mr.  Gren- 
ville,  brother  to  earl  Temple,  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  for  the  encouragement  of  seamen  employed. in  his 
majesty's  navy,  and  for  establishing  a  regular,  method  foe 
the  punctual,  speedy,  and  certain  payment  of  their  wages, 
as  well  as  for  rescuing  them  from  the  arts,  of  fraud  and 
imposition*  The  proposal  was  corroborated  by  divert 
petitions;  the  bill  was  prepared,  read,  printed,  and^  after 
it  had  undergone  some  amendment,  passed  into  the  house 
of  lords,  where  it  was  encountered  with  several  objections, 
and  dropped  for  this  session  of  parliament* 

^  XXXV.  The  house  of  commons  being  desirous >  of 

,  preventing,  for  the  future,  such  distresses  as  the  poor  had 
lately  undergone,  appointed  a  committee  to  consider  of 
proper  provisions  to  restrain  the  price  of  corn  and  bread 
within  due  bounds  for  the  future.  For  this  purpose  they 
were  eix^powered  to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and  records ; 
and  it  was  ri&solved,  that  aU  who  attended  the  committee 
^hpuld  have  voices.  Having  inquired  into  the  causes  of 
the  late  scarci^,  they  agreed  to  several  resolutions,  and  a 
bill  i^as  brought  ya.  to  explain  and  amend  the  laws  against 

V  regraters,  forestallars,  and  engrossers  of  com*  The  com- 
mit^e  also  received  instructions  to  inquire  into  the  abuses 
pf  millers,  mealipen,  smd  bakers,  with  regard  to  bread,  and 
tp  consider  of  propisr  methods  to  prevent  them  in  the 
sequel  j  but  no  further  progress  was  made  in  this  important 

.  fi#iir,  i^hich  was  the  more  ij[^ef esting,  as  the  lives  of  individ- 
uals, ia  ?  great  measpre,  dep^pd/ed  upon  a  speedy  reformation ; 
fo^  the  millers  and  bakers  were  said  to  have  adulterated 
their  4our  with  CQmiQ.QU  whiting,  lime,  bone  ashes,  alum, 
and  Pth^r  ingredients  pernicious  tp  the  human  constitution ; 
'a  CQHSUinticiatiQn  pf  vilj^ny  fjor  which  no  adequate  punish- 
ft^ent  ^o^ld  be  in&ipted,  ^mppg  th^  measures  proposed 
in  pafiiainen^  whiph  did  not  sue^^ed,  one  of  the  most 
fcm^rl^abl^  was  a  bill  prepared  by  Mr^  Rose  Fuller^  Mr. 
Cb^rl^§  Tpirftsb^^d,  mi  Wr.  Sa^ks,  to  explain,  amend j 
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and  render  more  effectual  a  law  passed  iii  the  reign  of  king 
William  the  third,  entitled,  "  An  act  to  punish  governors 
^^  of  plantations,  in  this  kingdom,  for  crimes  committed  by 
^^  them  in  the  plantation."  This  bill  was  proposed  in  con-» 
scf^uence  of  some  complaints-,  specifying  acts  of  cruelty^ 
folly,  and  oppression,  by  which  some  British  governors 
had  been  lately  distinguished ;  but^  before  the  bill  could 
be  brought  in,  the  parliament  was  prorogued* 

$  XXXVI.    But  no  step  taken  by  the  house  of  com- 
mons in  the  course  of  this  session,  was  more  interesting  to 
the  body  of  the  people  than  the   inquiry  into  the  loss   of 
Minorca,   which  had  excited  such  loud  and  universal  cla* 
moun     By  addresses  to  the  king,  unanimously  voted,  the 
commons  requested  timt  his  majesty  would  give  dtrectiohs 
for  laying  before  them  copies  of  all  the  letters  and  papers 
containing  any  intelligetice  received  by  the  secretaries  of 
state,  the  commissioners  of  the  admiralty,  or  any  others  of 
his  majesty's  ministers,  in  relation  to  the  equipittent  of  the 
French  fleet  at  Toulon,  or  the  designs  of  the  French  on 
Minorca,  or  any   other   of  his    majesty's    possessions  in 
Europe,  since  the  first '  day  of  January,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and   fifty-five,  to  the  firet  day  of 
August,   1756.      They  likewise  desired  to  peruse  a  list 
of    the    ships    of  War,  that   were    equipped   and   made 
ready   for  sea,  from  the  first  of  August,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-five,  to  the  thirtieth  day 
of  April,  in  the    following  yeat*;   with'  the  copies  of  alt 
sailing  orders  sent  to 'the  commanders  during  that  period  ;> 
as  also  the  static  and  condition  of  his  Majesty's  ships  in^ 
the  several  ports  of  IGrreat  Britain  at  the  time  of  admiral 
Byng's  departure,  with  the  squadron  under  his  command, 
for  the    relief  of  fort   St.  Philip,  during  the   period  of 
time'  above  mentioned,  according  to  the  moifthly  returns 
made   by  ^he  admiralty,  with  the  number  of  seamen  mus- 
tered and  borne  on  board  the  respective  ships.      They  de- 
manded copies  of  all  orders  and  instructions  given  to  that 
admits!,  and  of  letters  written  to  and  received  from  him, 
during  his  condi^uance  in  that  command,  either  by  the  secre- 
taries of  state,  or  lords  of  the  admiralty,  relating  to  the  con- 
dition of  his  squadron,  and  to  the  execution  of  his  orders. 
In  a  word,  they  required  the  inspection  of  all  papers,  which 
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coiikU  in  ^Py  np^PH^r,  te^d  ^  e^plaj^  tlKfr  ip^(^£  Afi^rca^ 
siiid  tho  mi^cctrri^ge  of  Mr*  Byng'a;  sq^fldrQn*  |f  ^  OQAJ^sty 
complied  w'ub  ^very  ^rtick  of  thf  ir  rtquesu ;  tke  papers 
were  preseoted  to  the  bou8f,  ordered  to  ]ic  upofithe  t%ble 
(or  the  perusal  of  ^e  ^lembers^and  to^Uy  referred  to  %h^ 
eonatfdevaViQti  of  a  copooiittiee  of  tbie  NvhoU  havise.  In  the 
eourse  of  th^}f  deliberatioas  th«y  addressed  his  m^es^y  for 
more  informatioiiji  tiU  at  ^epgg^.  1,^^  truth  seenied  to  be 
s«K>th wed  md^r  9^ch  at^  euqrn^s^  b^r^e^  of.  papery  a^  the 
effort  of  9,  whple  ^eaftion  cqvild  n^t  h^ve  properly  ^ep^oved* 
lodged;,  m^ny  diiscerning  p^r^ons  wMhout  doors  begaa  td> 
despair  of  9ee}i)g  t;^^  myatj^ry  un|Qlde4i  as  sj^on  as  tlic 
inquiry  w^s  ^ind^rt^k^n  by  £|  co^|i\i|t^  of  the  ^v^hole  hpu^. 
They  observed,  ^V^  *n  fiffai^  of  8iuiJ;>  a  d^tl^>  iq^rics^te,  and 
aaspiciou/i  ngtu^^e,  o^gbt  to  h^ye  b^eft  r^feyred  to  a  select 
and  secret  co^mittee^  cho5^9  b^  be^lot^  empowered  to  seod 
ft»r  per90in9f  psipers,  and  record^t.  and  to  exs^in^  witnessed 
in  this  moAl  solf  nnn  and  4^iber^te  mq^i^in^if :  th^t  the  iisim^s 
of^the  fiovunitilie  ought  to  have  bfj^n  publisb^d  f<9>T  ^b^  ^t^^* 
£au:ti0i»  of  the  p^ple,  who  cpu)d  hptve  judged  with  some 
certainty,  ^hetit^r  the  inquiry  Would  he  carried  oi;i  with 
such  itppar^iaUly  a&^  the  national  misfortune  requix^ed.  They 
auspocted  ths^t  tbis  r^fei^^nce  tp  a.  ccnnmittee  of  |he  whole 
bouso  wa9:  a  ma^-Qontrivaiiic&y  to  pr^ve^tt  a  i^egular  and 
minute  inv^tAgsition,  to  introduce  qo^i'usion  and^  contest, 
to  pu^d}e>  pejrpkXf.andobumbr^te:;  tp  teas«,  fatigue,  and 
dbgust  tb«  ipqiiirers,  th^t  the  ej^ainin^ipp.  m^ght^  be  hur- 
];ied  9V^r  in  a  siVipevf^al:  a«nd  p^rfuo^t^ipy^m^^r ;  and  thQ 
winktvy^  froqrv  thi^.  a^iarcby  ^nc^  <:o^s4on  of  mate^i^il^^  ba)f 
exptered  »nd  wdig^^^d*  4pm^^  *  general,  paiiU^iijeptary 
approbfttiane,  to.  wbilcb  tib^y  «iight  nw^al  ifeonv  tfee  aqcu- 
aatiofts  oi^  tb^  p#QP^*>  A  sqiepi^  cqi^iyiiit^ie.  wp^ld  hav^ 
prabably  ,  f^i^n^^^ed  s^g^in^^  pf  tb^  clerfcs  qi,  t^e  ye^pcctivft 
offioe6>  tbftii  ^h?y  i»ight  ^er^^inly  know  ^b^^^her;  any  le<|tei?^ 
or  palpersi  had  b^.?n:  ^up^preaseds  whiter  the  e^tf^cts*  h^ 
bee©  feirfiluHy  n^^e,.  and'  wb^tb«*^  ibere  m^bti  .not.  b^ 
papers,  of  intjeUigence,  wfeiob,  tbov»gb  p^pe^  tjpv  bJ  subpiit^d 
to  a  select  aivi  secret  cpmrnUt^^,  cqi^ld;  ^Qty  con^stenidy* 
with  the  honour  p{  the  nation,  ht^  cpnpiinuniiqated  to  a  <^om- 
mittee  of  the  whole  bouse*  Indeed  it  does  not  appear  that 
the  ministers  had  any  fore^n  ii^teUigeQ<;e  or*  correspond 


deoce  that i' could  be  m^ch  depended  upon  ii^  aiiy  oialter  gf 
iPAtional  imporunce,  and  no  evidence  wa»  exsmiiied  on  the 
occasion ;  a  cifcamstairce  the  less  to  be  regretted,  as,  in 
times   past,  evil  miniiters  have  generally  found  aieans  to 
render  such  inquiries  ineffeetiial ;   and  the  same  an»  would 
at  any  rate,  have  operated  wtdi  ^e  same  efficacy,  bad  a 
secret  committee  been  employed  at  this  jii^lieture*    >  Be  ^iat 
as  it  may,  several  re$oluii903  were  repcnrted  from  the  com* 
mittee,   thovtgh  some  of,  them   were*  n9tt,^rried  by   the 
may)riity   without  violocHt  dispute  a«d  sewerealtercatian. 
The  first  l^ind  last  of  ^eir  resolutions  rtqutr^t  particular 
notice.     Ry  the  former,  it/  appeared  to  the  commiltee,  that 
bis  majesiy,  from  the  twent^^sevendi  4ftykof  Au^sit^  m  the 
year  one    thcHisaod   seven   hundred  acid  Aft^* fives  to  the 
tiiremtieth  day  of  April    in  the  sueceoding.  year,,  received 
such   repeated  and  concurcent  tmeUigej&ce,  as:  gave  jus^ 
reason  to  believe  thitt  the   Fi;eneh  king.inteiN^d  tp   in- 
vade his;  dominions  of  Great  Bntain  or  Ireladid*     In  the 
Ijiitter  they  decbred  thetr  opimipn,  that  no  gi^ealer  number 
of  ships  of  war  could  be^sent  itm>  the  Medberranean,  thain 
were   actually  sent  thither  under  i^e  command-  of  admiral 
Byng;  nor   any  greater  reinforcement  than,  the  fegimieot 
which  was  senti,   aild  the  detachment,  eq/ual  to  a/battalion, 
which  .was   ordered  to :  the   relief  of  foct;St.  Philip,  con- 
mtentLy   with,  the  state  of  the  navy,  and  .the  vjwious  iser- 
vtces   essential  to  the   safety  of  his  majesty's  dominions, 
and  the  interests  of  his'  subjects^     It  mtlst  haii>re  be^m  some* 
thing  mot^  powerful  than  ordinary  convicjtAcmihat  suggested 
these  opinions.     Whatever   refMMts  might  have  been  cir- 
Qulaled'  by  the  French  *  miniistry ,.  in  order  to  amuset  iutimi- 
dftte^  and  detach  the  atieation  of  the  £hglisA  government 
from  America  and  the  Mediterranean,  where  they  i^eally^ 
intendbd  to  exert  thema^es,  yet,  the^  circumatanoes  of  the 
tfwo  anions  being  considered,  tme  would  think  there  could 
have  been  no  just  grounds  to  feax>  an  invasion  of  Great 
Britain •a^  Ireland,  espeeialljir  when  other  intolligctflce  seem- * 
ed  to  point  out  much  more  probable  scenes  of  action*     But 
^e  last  resolution  is  stilKmore  inconipreliensible  to  those 
who  know  not  exactly  the   basis  on  which  it    was  raised* 
The  number  of  ships  of  war  in  actual  commission  amount- 
ed to  two  hundred   and  fifty,  having  on  board  fifty  thour 
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.sand  sefttnea  and  marines.  Intelligence  and  repeated 
information'  of  the  French  design  upon  Bfinorca  had  been 
conveyed  to  the  ministry  of  England,  about  six  months 
before  it  was  put  in  execntion.  Is  it  credible,  that  in 
all  this  time  the  nation  coidd  not  equip  or  spare  above 
eleven  ships  of  tife  line  and  six  frigates,  to  save  the  impor- 
tant island  of  Minorca  ?  Is  it  easy  to  conceive,  that  from 
a  standing  army  of  fifty  thousand  men,  one  regiment  of 
troops  could  not  have  been  detached  to  reinforce  a  garri- 
son, well  known*  to  be  insufiei^it  for  the  works  it  was 
destined  to  defend  \  To  persons^ of  a>mmon  intellects  it  ap- 
peared, that  intelligtnce  of  die  armament  at  Toulon  was  con- 
veyed to  the  admiralty  as  early  as  the  month  of  September, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty*five,  with 
express  notice  that  it  would  conskt  of  twelve  ships  of  the 
Uue  ;  that  the  design  against  Minorca  was  commtmicated  as 

'  early  as  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  August,  by  consul 
Banks,  of  Cavthagena  %  confirmed  by  letters  from  consul 
Bertes  at  Oenoa,  dated  on  the  seventeenth  and  twenty-sixth 
of  January,  and  received  by  Mn^Pdx,  secretary  of  state, 
on  the  fourth  and  elevenA  of  February,  as  well  as  by 
many  subsequent  intimations ;  that,  notwithstanding  these 
repeated  advices,  even  after  hostilities  had  ^commenced  in 
Europe,  when  'the  garrison  of  Minorca  amounted  to  no 
more  than  four  incomplete  regiments,  and  one  company  of 
artillery;  forty-two  officers  being  absent,  and  the  place 
otherwise  unprovided  for  a  siege,  when  the  Mediterranean 
squadron,  xolbtnanded  by  Mr*  Edgecumbe,  consisted  of 
two  ships  of  the  line,  and  five  frigfites ;  neither  stores^ 
ammunition,  or  provision,  the  a^ent  officers  belonging  to 

-the  garrison,  recruits  for  the  regiments,  though  ready  raised, 
miners  nor  any  ad4itjonal  troops,  were  sent  to  the  island, 
nor  the  squadron  atigmented,  till  admii^al  Byng  sailed  from 
Spithead  on  the.  sixth  day  of  April,  with  no  mare  ships  of 
the  line  than^  by  the  most  early  and  authentic  intelligence 
tiie  gevemfnc^nt  were  informed  would  sail  from  Toulon, 
even  when'Mh  Byng  should  have- been  joined  by  commo- 
dore Edgecumbe ';  a  junction  upon  which  no  dependence 
ought  to  have  been  laid  ;  that  this  squadron  contain- 
ed no  trocyps  but  such  as  belonged  to  the  four  regiments  in 

garrison,  except  one  liattalion  to  serve  in  the  fleet  as  marines,. 
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unless  we  iadade  the  «rder  for  aiiolh«*  ti»  be  esibarked  at 
Gibraltar;  whicb  o^dcr  was  neither  obeyed  nor  under- 
stood :  that,  considering  the  dspger  to  which  Minprca  was 
exposed,  and  the  foarwardness  of  the  eaemy's  preparations 
at  Toulon,  admiral  Osborne,  with  thirteen  ships  of  the  line 
and  one  frigate,  who  returned  on  the  sixteenth  of  February, 
after  having  convoyed  a  fleet  of  merchant  ships,  might  have 
been  detached  to  Minorca,  without  hazarding  the  coast  of 
Great  Britain ;  for  at  that  time,  exclusive  of  this  squadron, 
there  were  eight  ships  of  the  line  and  thirty«>two  frigates 
ready  manned,  and  thirtyHwo  ships  of  the  line  and  five 
frigates  almost  equipped ;  that  admiral  Hawke  was  sent 
with  fourteen  ships  of  the. line  and  one  frigate  to  cruise  in 
the  bay  of  Biscay,  after  repeated  intelligence  had  been 
received  th%t  thte  French  fleet  had  sailed  for  the  West 
Indies,  and  the  eleven  ships  remaining  at  Brest  and  Roche- 
fort  were  in  want  of  hands  and .  cannon,  so  that  they  could 
never  serve  to  cover  any  embarkation  or  descent,  conse* 
<piendy  Mr.  H^wke's  squadron  might  have  been  spared 
for  the  relief  of  Minorca  ;  that  instead  of  attending  to  this 
important  object,  the  admiralty,  on  the  eighth  day  of 
March,  sent  two  ships  of  the  line  and  three  frigates  to  inter- 
cept a  coasting  convoy  o£F  cape  Barfleur  :  on  the  eleventh 
p(  the  saoke  month  they  detached  two  ships  of  the  line  to 
the  West  Indies,  and  on  the  nineteenth  two  more  to  North 
America,  where  they  could  be  of  little  immediate  service ; 
on  the;  twenty-third  two  of  the  line  and  three  frigi^es  a 
c<mvoy-hunting  off  Cherbourg;  and  on  the  , first  of  April 
£ve  ships  of  the  line,  including  three  returned  from  this 
last  service,  to  reinforce  sir  Edward  Hawke,  already  too 
strong  for  the  French  fleet  bound  to  Canada  :  that  all  these 
ships  might  have  been  added  to  Mr.  Byng's  squadron,  with- 
out exposing  Great  ftrttatn  or  Ireland  to  any  hazard  of 
invasion ; .  that  at  length  Mr.  Byng  was  detached  with  ten 
great  ships  only,  and  even  denied  a  frigate  to  repeat  signals, 
for  which. he  petitioned;  although  at  that  very  time  there 
was  in  port,  exclusive  of  his  squadron,  seventeen  ships  of 
the  line  and  ^thirteen  frigates  ready  for  sea,  besides  eleven 
of  the  line  and  nineteen  frigates  almost  equipped.  From 
these  and  other  circumstances,  particularized  and  urged 
with   great   vivacity,  •  many  individuals   inferred,  that   a 
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gfeftter  number  tsf  ships  might  iMtvt  been  dttMh^  «9  the 

Medtternmean  than  were  nctttnUy  sent- with  ftdtairal  Byogi 

that  the  not  sending  an  eariier  and  strimger  force  was  one 

great  cause  of  Minorca's  being  lost,  and  cooperated  with 

the  delay  of  the  ministry  in  sending  thither  retnibrcementi 

of '  troops,  their   neglect   in   suifsring  the  officers*  of  the 

garrison  to  continue  abstmt  from    their  duty,  and  their 

omitting  t6  give  orders  for  raising 'miners  to  serve  in  the 

fortress  of  Mahon* 

$  XXXVIL  The  next  inquiry  in  which  the  house  of 
commons  engaged,  related  to  the  tracts  for  victuallidg  the 
forces  in  Americn,  which  were  supposed  by  some  patriott 
to  be  fraudulent  and  unconscionable,  ^'his  suspicion  arose 
from  an  ambiguous  expression,  on  which  the  contractor 
being  interrogated  by  the  committee  appointed  to  examine 
the  particulars,  he  prudently*  interpreted  it  in  such  a  man- 
ner  as  to  screen  himself  from  the  resentment  of  the  le^* 
lature.  The  house^  therefore,  resolved  that  the  contnut 
entered  into  on  the  twenty««ixth  d^y  of  March,  in  the  yeat 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-six,  by  the  commis^ 
sioners  of  the  tr^asurry,  with  WttKam  Baker,  Ckvi^phtr 
Kilby,  and  Richard  Baker  of  London^  merchants,  for  fur- 
nishing provisions  to  the  forces  under  the  command  of  the  ^ 
earl  of  Loudoun,  was  prudent  and  necessary^  and  properiy 
adapted  to  the  securing  a  constant  ttnd  effsMMl  supply  ht 
those  forces  in  America. 

$  XXXVIIL  The  preceding  session  an  address  had 
been  presented  to  the  kihg  by  the  house  of  commons,  dest* 
ring  his  majesty  would  give  orders  for  Istying  before  thsm 
several  papers  relating  to  disputes  which  had  lately  hap- 
pened between  his  excellency  Charles  Knowles,  esq.  and 
some  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  the  island  of  Jamaka^ 
This  governor  was  accused  of  many  illegsd,  crud,  Aad 
arbitrary  acts,  during  the  course  of  his  admittistratioa :  bat 
these  imputations  he  Incurred  by  an  exertion  of  peiwer, 
which  was  in  itself  laudable,  and  well  intended  for  the 
commercial  interest  of  the  island.  This  was  his%ehangiog 
the  seat  of  government,  and  procuring  an  act  of  assembly 
for  removing  the  several  laws,  records,  books,  pa|»ers,  and 
writings  belonging  to  several  offices  in  that  island,  fwiA 
Spanishtovvn   to   Kingston ;   and  for  obliging  the  several 


/ 


4 

•oCcen,  to  ]i«cpi  thetr  oficet,  wad  hold  a  supreme  court  c^ 
judicfttur^,  at  this  la^  j^ce,  to  which  he  had  moved  the 
seat  of.  government*  *  Spanishtown,  otherwise   called  ^St. 
Jago  de  la  Vega,  the  old  capital,  was  an  inconsiderabie 
inhmd  place,  of  no  secufttf ,  trade,  or  importance ;  whereas, 
KtngstQn  was  the  centre  of  commerce,  situated  on  the  side 
of  a  fine  harbour  filled  with  ships,  well  secured  from  the 
insults  of  any  enemy,  large,  wealthy,  and  flourishing.    Here 
the  merchants  dwell,  and  ship  the   greatest  part  of  the 
sugars  that  grow  upon  the  island.     They  found   it  ex- 
tremely  inconvenient  and   expensive    to    take   out   their 
clearances  at  Spanishtown,  which  stands   at  a  consider- 
able distance;   and  the  same  inconvenience  and  expense 
being  fek  by  ;die  rest  of  the  inhabitants,  who  had  occasion 
so  prosecute  suits  at  law,  or  attend  the  assemblw  of  the 
fshmd,   they  joined    in   representations   to  the   governor, 
sequesting,  that,  in  ccmsideratioa  of  Jhese  inconveniences, 
ndded  to  that  of  the  weakness  of  Spanishtown  and  the 
Sasportance  of  Kingston,  ^e  seat  of  got^emment  might  be 
ccjmoired.    He  complied  with  their  request,  and  in  so  doing 
entailed  upon  himself  the  hatred  and  resentment  of  certain 
.powerful  4plMiters,  who  possessed  estates  in  and  about  the 
^d  town,  of  St«  Jago  de  la  Vega,  thus  deserted.     Thb 
seeflM  to  have  been  the  r^al  source  of  the  animosity  ^d 
damour  incurred  by  Mr«  Knowles,  agpiinst  whom  a  peti- 
tion, signed  fay  nineteen  members  of  the  assembly,  had- 
becn  sent  to  England,  and  presented  to  his  ms^esty.     Iq« 
ibe  two  sessions  preceding  this  year  the  affair  had  been 
brought  into  the  house  of .  commpns,  where  this  governor's 
character  was   painted   hi   frightful   colours,   and   divers 
papers   relating   to   the    dispute   were    examined.       Mr. 
Kiiiowles  having  by  this  time  returned  to  England,  the 
si^ject  of  his  administration  was  revived,  and  referred 
tp  a  comiaittee  -of  the  whole  house«     In  the  mean  time, 
petitions  were  presented  by  several  merchants  of  London 
and  Liverpool,  concerned  in  the  trade  to  Jamaica,  alleging, 
that  the  removid  of  the  public  courts,  ofices,  and  records  of 
the  island  of  Jamaica  to  Kingston,  aiid  fixing  the  scat  ot 
gqivexnment  there,  had  been  productive  of  maiiy  important 
advantnges,  by  rendering  the  stren^  of  the  island  more 
formidable,  the  prpperty  of  the  traders  and  inhidutante 
Vou  IIL  A  a  a 
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more  iecure,  and  die  piMccotiaci  of  $jk  oomnMrcbl  4md» 
fieas  more  expeditious  and  less  ekpeustve  thsti  feraieriyi 
therefore,  praying  that  the  purposes  of  the  act  passed  ia 
Jamaica  for  <hat  end  might  be  carried  into  effectual  e^^cu*- 
tion,  in  such  manner  as  the  house  should  tlunk  proper* 
The  committee  having  examined  a  great  number  of  paperst 
agreed  to  some  resolations,  importtagt  diat  a  certain  reso- 
lution of  the  assembly  of  Jamaica,  dated  on  the  twenty* 
ninth  day  of  October,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
)imidred  and  fifty-three,  implying  a  claim  of  right  in  tbst* 
asselnbly  to  raise  and  apply  public  money  without  the  cos* 
sent  of  the  governor  and  council,  was  illegal,  repugnant  t6. 
the  terms  of  his  majesty's  commission  to  his  governor  of 
die  said  island,  and  'derogatory  of  the  rights  of  the  crown 
and  people  of  Great  Britain :  that  the  last  six  reseiutions 
taken  in  the  assembly  of  Jamaica,  on  the  twenty^ninth  day 
of  October,  in*  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
fifty-three,  proceeded  on  a  manifest  mtsapprehensibn  of  the 
king's  instruction  to  his  governor,  requiring  him  not  to 
give  hts  assent  to  any  bill  of  an  unusual  or  extraordinary 
fiature  and  importance,  wherein  his  majesty^s  prerogative, 
or  the  propefty  of  his  subjects,  might  be  prejudtoed,  or  the 
trade  or  shipping  of  the  kingdom  any  ways  affected,  unless 
there  should  he  a  clause  inserted^  suspending  t)»  esecutiea 
of  such  bill  until  his  majesty's  pleasure  should  be  known;' 
4hat  such  instruction  was  just  and  necessary,  and  no  sdtert* 
,tioQ  of  the  constitution  of  the  island,  nor  any  way  deriEiga» 
lory  to  the  rights  of  the  subjects  in  Jamaica.  From  these? 
resolutions  the  reader  may  perceive  the  nature  of  the  cUs* 
pute  which  had  arisen  between  tBe*  people  of  Jamaica  and 
iheir  ^vemor,  vice*admiral  Knowles,  whose  conduct  oa 
this  occasion  seems  to  have  been  justified  by^  the>  kgislalttre* 
The  parliament,  however,  forbore  to  determine  the  qoes* 
tion,  whether  the  removal  of  the  courts  of  judicature  from 
^panishtown  to  Kingston  was  a  m^aavre  calculated  for  tN 
Interest  of  the  island  in  general* 

.  $  XXXIXt  TheJast  subject  w^ich  we  riiall  mentsoa  as 
hgving  fsilen  under  the  co^izance  of  the  commons  immg 
l^e  scifsion  of  parliament,  was  the  sta^of  MSford  hatea 
pn  ^e  coast  of  Wales,  one  of  the  most  capacio'us,  saf^t  ^ 
(p|ll^q4|ou§.  harbwrs  \n  Crre^t  Pritiiiiji.  .  Bmm  |hn  coimiry 
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afibrds  mu^  €<kiVteie»ct»  finr  tmUdii^  shipi  of  w^ ^  sib4 
creotk^  foctt^  docks/qa»y»,  mid  magazines.  It  aught  be 
for^fied  at  a  very  amall  expeose,  so  as  to  be  ^te  secure 
irom  any  tkUcmpu  of  the  enemy,  and  rendered  by  £iir  the 
imst  useful  harbour  ia  die  imgdom  for  ^eets,  cruisere^ 
trading  ships,  and  packed^ats,  bound  to,  ,iMiid  fr<nn  the 
westward  i  for  from  beojce  they  ofiay  put  to  sea  aloiost  with 
any  wind,  and  even  M  low  water :  they  may  weather  Scilly 
and  cape  Clear  when  no  vessel  can  stir  from  the  British 
channel,  or  o|it  &£  the  French  ports  of  Brest  and  Roche- 
£»rt,  and  as  a  post  can  travel  from  bcn^e  in  three  days  to 
liond^i,  it  might  become  the  centre  of  very  useful  sea 
«itel^;ence«  A  petition  frcnn  ^veral  merchants  in  Lpii* 
dott  was . present;ed,  and  recommended. to  the  house  in  a 
aseesage  from  the  king,  specifying  the  advantages  of  this 
baii>our,  and  the  small  expense  at  which  it  might  be  forti- 
fied,., and-praytng  that  the  house  would  take  this  important 
enbject  into  considerauon.  Accordingly,  a  committee  wns 
a^»pofnted  for  this  purpose,  with  power  to  send  for  persons^ 
papers^  and  records;  and  every  circumstance  relating  to  it 
was  examined  with. accuracy  and  deliberation*  At  length 
the  report  being  made  tothe  house  by  Mr.  Charles  Town^-> 
hand,  they  unanimously  agreed  to  an  address^  representing 
to  hid  majeaty,  that  many  great  losses  had  been  sustained 
by  the  trade  of  the  kingdom,  in  time  of  war,  from  the  want 
of  a  safe  harbour  on  the  western  coaj^t  of  the  island,  for  the 
veception  and  protection  of  merchant  ships,  and  sending 
oot  cruise's :  that  the  harbour  of  Milford  haven,  in  the 
eoott^  ctf  Pembroke,  h  most  advantageously  situated,  and 
if  properly  de£ended  and  secured,  in  every  respect  adapted 
to  the  answering  those  important  purposes :  they,  therefore, 
/iMfiaiUy  besought  his  majesty,  that  he  woidd  give  immediate 
d^^^ttions  for  erecting. batteries,  with  proper  cover,  on  the 
sides*  of  th^ 'said  harboAir,in  the  most  convenient  places  fidr 
gnasding  the  entrance  cs^ed  Hubberstone  Road,  and  dso 
»i^  0ther  fortifications  as  might  be  necessary  to  secure 
theu'  iitterior  parts  of  the  harbour,  and  that,  until  such 
battejries  and  fortifications  could  be  completed,  some  tern* 
pfoeory  defence  might  be  provided  for  the  immediate  pro- 
^liMoo  of  the  ships  and  vessels  lying  in  \h6  said  harbour ; 
"finaliy,  thjl^y  assured  him  the  house  would  make  good  to 


liM  mmjtnty  all  soch  expenses  as  shcyrid  be  frtcurred  for 
Aese  purposes.  "Hie  addr^s  met  with  a  gractoas  ye€«p*» 
tion,  aad  a  promise  that  such  directtons  should'  be  giTea. 
The  harbour  was  actually  surveyed,  the  places  were  pitc^d 
ttpon  for  batteries^  and  the  estimates  prepared,  but  no 
further  progress  has  since  been  made. 

$.  XL.  We  have  now  finished  the  detiiil  of  aH  the 
material  transactions  of  this  session,  except  what  relaies  to 
the  fate  of  admiral  Byng,  which  now  claims  our  attendon* 
In  the  mean  time,  we  may  observe,  that  on  die  f«mrth  dwf 
of  July  the  session  was  closed  wiUi  his  majesty V  hanmgner 
the  most  remarkable  and  pleasing  paragra]^  of  which  tumdl 
upon  his  royal  assurance,  that  the  succour  and  preservatroa 
of  his  dominions  in  America  had  been  his  constant  care, 
and,  next  to  the  security  of  his  kingdoms,  should  contioae 
to  be  his  great  and  principal  object.  He  told  thc^n  he  had 
taken  such  measures  as,  he  trusted,  by  the  blessing  of  God, 
might  effectually  disappoint  the  designs  of  the  enemy  in 
those  parts ;  that  he  had  no  further  view  but  to  vincBcate 
the  just  rights  of  his  crown  and  subjects  from  the  most 
injurious  encroachments;  to  preserve  tranquillity,  as  &ras 
the  circumstances  of  things  might  admit;  to  prevent  the 
true  friends  of  Britain,  and  the  liberties  of  Europe  from 
being  oppressed  and  endangered  by  any  uaprov<^ed  and 
unnatural  conjunction. 

§  XL  I.  Of  all  the  transactions  that  distinguished  dits 
year,  the  most  extraordinary  was  the  sentence  executed  oo 
admiral  fiyng,  the  son  of  that  great  officer  who  had  acquir^ 
such  honour  by  his  naval  exploits  in  the  preceding  reiga, 
and  was  ennobled  for  his  services  by  the  title  of  lord  viscount 
Torrington*  His  second  son,  John  Byng,  had  from  his 
earliest  youth  been  trained  to  his  father^s  professioji;  and 
was  generally  esteemed  one  of  the  best  officers  in  the  nav)', 
when  he  embarked  in  that  expedition  to  Mingrca,  which 
covered  his  character  with  disgrace,  and  even  exposed  him 
to  all  the  horrors  of  an  ignominious  death.  On  the  twenty- 
eighth  day  of  December  his  trial  began  before  a.^nrt  mar- 
tial, held  on  board  the  ship  St.  George,  in  the  harbour  of 
Portsmouth,  to  which  place  Mr.  Byug  had  been  conveyed 
from  Greenwich  by  a  party  of  horse  guards,  and  insult 
by  the  populace  iaevery  town  and  village  through,  wbfch  b& 
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patsaod.  The*  court  hftTtng  proceeded  to  elanfiine  tlie  dir^ 
denccs  for  the  crown  and  tbe  prisoner,  from  day  to  day^ 
in  the  coulrae  of  a  long^  sitting,  agreed  unanimously  to 
thhtty-seveB  resolutions,  implying  their  opinion,  that  admi- 
ral Byn^,  daring  the  engagement  between  the  British  and 
French  fleets,  on  the  tw^itieth  day  of  May  last^  did  not  do 
his  utmost  endeavour  to  take,  seize,  and  destroy  the  ships 
of  the  French  king,  which  tt  was  his  duty  to  have  engaged^ 
ftnd  to  assist  such  of  his  mtijesty's  ships  as  were  engaged^ 
which  it  was  his  duty  to  have  assisted ;  and  that  he  did 
not  exert  his  utmost  power  for  the  relief  of  Sc^  Philip's  cas-* 
tk.  They,  therefore,  unanimously  agreed  that  he  fell 
tinder  part  of  the  twelfth  article  of  an  act  of  parliament 
passed  in  the  twenty-second  year  of  the  present  reign,  for 
amending,  explaining,  and  reducing  into  one  act  of  parlia- 
ment,  the  laws  relating  to  the  government  of  his  majesty's 
ships,  vessels,  and  forces  by  sea ;  and  as  that  article  posi- 
tively prescribed  death,  without  any  alternative  left  to  the 
discretion  of  the  court  luider  any  variation  of  circumstances, 
they  uiiantmously  adjudged  the  said  admiral  John  Byng  to 
be  shot  to  death,  at  such  time,  and  on  board  of  such  ship, 
as  the  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty  should  please 
to  direct.  But  as  it  appeared,  by  the  evidence  of  the  offi- 
cers who  were  near  the  admirals  person,  that  no  backward- 
ness was  perceivable  in  him  during  the  action,  nor  any 
mark  of  fear  or  confusion  either  in  hrs  countenance  or  beha- 
viour I  but  that  he  delivered  his  orders  cooly  and  distinctly, 
without  seeming  deficient  in  personal  courage ;  and,  from 
other  circumstances,  they  believed  his  misconduct  did  n6t 
arise  eithiir  from  cowardice  or  disaifection,  they  unani« 
mously  and  earnestly  recommended  him  as  a  proper  object 
of  mercy.  The  admiral  himself  behaved  through  the  whole 
trial  with  the  most  cheerful  composure,  seemingly  the  effect 
of  conscious  innocence,  upon  which,  perhaps,  he  too  much 
relied.  Even  after  he  had  heard  the  evidence  examined 
against  him,  and  finished  his  own  defence,  he  laid  his  account 
in  being  honourably  acquitted ;  and  ordered  his  coach  to  be 
seady  for  conveying  him  directly  from  the  tribunal  to  Lon- 
don. A  gentleman,  his  friend,  by  whom  he  was  attended, 
liaving  received  intimation  of  the  sentence  to  be  pronoun* 
ced,  thought  it  his  du^  to  prepare  Min  for  the  occasion^ 
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that  ke  wight  8Ufninon  alt  bit  fortitikto  to  his  asttstancc, 
and  accprdingly  made  him  acquainted  wtdi  the  infbrmatioa 
he  had  received.  The  admiral  gave  tokens  of  anrpriae  aai 
resentment,  bat  betrayed  no  marks  of  fear  or  disorder^ 
either  then  or  in  the  court  when  the  sentence  Was  pr0noun<« 
ced.  On  the  contrary,  while  divers  members  of  the  comt 
martial  manifested  grief,  anxiety,  and  trepidation,  sbeddin|^ 
tears,  and  sighing  with  extraordinary  emotion^  he  heard  hi^ 
doom  denounced  without  undergoing  the  least  alteration  of 
feature,  and  made  a  low  obeisance  to  die  president  and  the 
other  members  of  the  court,  as  he  retired. 

$  XLII.  The  officers  who  composed  this  tribonal  were 
80  sensible  of  the  law's  severity,  that  they  unanimously  sub^ 
scribed  a  letter  to  the  board  of  admirahy,  containing  thia 
remarkable  paragraph  : — ^*'  We  cannot  help  laying  the  dts«( 
^^  tresses  of  our  minds  before  your  lordships  on  this  occa« 
*^  sion,  in  finding  ourselves  under  necessity  of  condemning 
^  a  man  to  death,  from  the  great  severity  of  the  twelfth 
^^  article  of  war,  part  of  which  he  falls  under,  which  admits 
*'  of  no  mitigation  if  the  crime  should  be  committed  by  an 
^^  error  in  judgment ;  and,  therefore,  for  our  own  txm*^ 
^^  sciences  sake,  as  well  as  in  justice  to  the  prisoner,  we 
^*  pray  your  lordsips,  in  the  most  earnest  manner,  to  recom- 
^^  mend  him  to  his  majesty's  clemency."  The  lords  of  the 
admiralty,  instead  of  complying  with  the  request  of  the 
court  martial,  transmitted  their  letter  to  the  king,  with 
copies  of  their  proceedings,  and  a  letter  from  themselves  to 
his  majesty,  specifying  a  doubt  with  regard  to  the  legaitity 
of  the  sentence,  as  the  crime  of  negligence,  for  which  the 
admiral  had  been  condemned,  was  not  expressed  in  any  part 
of  the  proceedings.  At  the  same  time,  copies  of  two  peti* 
tions  from  George  lord  viscount  Torrington,  in  behalf  of 
^is  kinsman  admiral  Byng,  were  submitted  to  his  majesty's 
roval  wisdom  and  determination.  All  the  friends  and  rela* 
tions  of  the  unhappy  convict  employed  and  exerted  their 
influence  and  interest  for  his  pardon ;  and  as  the  circum- 
stances had  appeared  so  strong  in  his  favoui*  it  was  sup-t 
posed  that  the  sceptre  of  royal  mercy  would  be  extended 
for  his  preservation:  but  infamous  arts  were  used  to  whet 
the  savage  appetite  of  the  populace  for  blood..  The  cry  of 
vengeance  was  loiXd  tliroughout  the  land  ;  sullen  clonds  of 
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Mspidoa  and  mtlevolttnce  interposingiweirft  sud  to  obstruct 
'  the  geniid  .beams  of  the  best  virtue  that  adorns  the  throne ; 
«fiid  the  sovereign  was  given  to  understand,  that  the  execu* 
tion  of  admiral  Bjmg  was  a  victim  absolutely  necessary  to 
appease  the  fury  of  the  peo^e.  His  majesty,  in  conse* 
quen^e  of  the  representation  made  by  the  lords  of  the  admi» 
raky,  referred  the  sentence  to  the  consideration  of  the 
twelve  judges,  who  were  unanimously  of  opinion  that  the 
ientetice  was  legal.  This  report  being  transmitted  from  the 
•  privy  council  to  the  admiralty,  their  lo^dahip6  issued  a 
warrant  for  executing  the  sentence  of  death  on  the  twenty* 
eighth  day  of  February*  One  gentleman  at  the  board, 
however,  refused  to  subscribe  the  warrant,  assigning  for 
hia  refusal  the  reasons  which  we  have  inserted  by  way  of 
note,  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  reader.^ 

t  Admin^  F       '      ■■'a  reason  for  not  signing  the  warrant  for  admiral  Byng*« 

execution  : 
,^    M.|X  may  b^  diought  great  presatnption  in  me  to  differ  from  so  great  autborHy^ 
as  tliat  of  the  twelve  judges ;  but  when  a  nrnn  is  called  upon  to  sign  his  name  to  an 
act'which  hi  to  give  authority  to  the  shedding  of  blood,  he  ought  to  be  guided  by 
Iktt  own  cQDseience,  And  not  by  the  opinions  of  other  men. 

**  In  the  case  before  us,  it  is  not  the  merit  of  admiral  Byn;j  that  I  consider : 
^^Kether  he  4eaer^es  death  or  not,  is  not  a  question  for  me  to  decide ;  but  whether 
or  not  his  life  can  betaken  away  by  the  sentence,  pronounced  on  him  by  the  court 
martial,  and  af\er  having  so  clearly  expluned  their  motives  for  pronouncing  sucl^ 
<a  j^nience,  is  the  |M>int  whioh  alone  has  employed  my  serious  consideration. 

**  The  twelfth  ai*ticle  of  war,  on  which  admiral  Byngjs  sentence  is  grouiu!ed, 
lay*,  (aeeording  to  my  understanding  «f  its  meaning,/  *  That  every  person,  who, 
an  the  time  of  action,  shall  withdraw,  keep  back,  or  not  come  into  fight,  to  do  hi/i 
utmost,  &c.  through  motives  of  cowardice,  negligence,  or  diaafTectinn,  shall  suffer 
death*  The  court  martial  does,  in  express  words,  aequit  admiral  Byng  of  cow- 
ardice and  disaffecUon,  and  does  not  name  the  wovd  neg^ligcnce.  Admiral  Byng 
tfoes  nOt,  as  1  eoneeive,  fell  under  the  letter  or  description  of  the  twelfth  'articl« 
pf  war.  It  ma^  be  said,  that  negligence  is  implied,  though  th«  word  is  not  meiiv 
tioned,  otherwise  the  court  martial  would  not  have  brou^t  his  offtjnco  under  the 
twdfUi  ardele,  having  acquitted  him  of  cowardice  and  disaffection.  Hut  it  most 
be  acknowledged  that  the  negligence  implied  cannot  be  wilful  negligence;  for 
wilful  negligence,  in  admiral  Byng's  situation,  must  have  proceeded  either  fram 
.cowardice pr  disaffection,  and  he  is  expressly  acquitted  of  both  these  crimes; 
)>e8ides,  these  crimes,  which  are  implied  onlj,  and  not  nsmed,  may  indeed  justify 
s^pioion  and  private  omnion,  but  cannot  satisfy  the  conscience  in  case  of  blood. 

"  Admiral  Bang's  fate  was  referred  to  a  court  martial,  his  life  and  death  wer^ 
left  to  their  opinions.  The  court  martial  condemn  him  to  death,  because  as  thc^ 
expressly  say,  they  were  under  a  necessity  of  doing  so  by  reason  of  the  letter  of 
the  law,  the  severi^  of  which  they  complained  of,  because  it  admits  of  no  mitiga- 
tion. The  eouii:  martial  expressly  say,  that  for  the  sake  of  their  consciences,  as 
well  as  in  justice  to  the  prisoner,  they  most  earnestly  recommend  him  to  his 
majesty  for  mercy ;  it  is  evident,  then,  that  in  the  opinions  and  consciences  of  the 
judges,  he  was  not  deaerviog-of  death. 

"  The  question  then  is,  shall  the  opinions  or  necessities  of  the  court  martial 
determine  admirallft^ng^s  fate  ?  If  it  should  be  the  latter,  he  will  be  executed 
•ootrary  to  the  Intentions  and  meaning  of  his  judges ;  if  the  former,  his  life  is  not 
forfeited.  His  jodges  declare  him  not  deserving  of  death ;  but,  mistaking  either 
Ihe  meaaiiigofthe  law,  or  the  nature  of  his  offence,  they  bring  him  under  an 
luticle  of  war,  which,  according  to  their  own  description  of  his  ofTence,  he  Hoes 
f^  1  <R)i^?e,  fall  und^r  ^  ti^d  then  they  pondemn  hin;^  to  death  because,  as  they 
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§  XL  III.  Though  mercy  was  detiied  to  Urn  erumiMl^ 
the  crown  seemed  determined  to  do  nething  that  sbouid  be^ 
thought  inconsistent  with  law.— *A  member  of  pasiiane&li 
who  had  sat  upon  the  court  martial  at  Portsmouth,  rose  up^ 
in  his  place,  and  made  application  to  the  house  of  commons 
in  behsilf  of  himself  and  several  other  members  of  that  tx> 
bunal,  praying  the  aid  pf  the  legislature  to  be  releasedfnmi 
the  oath  of  secrecy  imposed  on  coujrts  martial,  that  th^ 
might  disclose  the  grounds  on  which  ^^ntence  of  death  ha4 
passed  on  admiral  Byng,  and,  perhaps,  discover  such  cir« 
cumstances  as  might  show  the  sentence  to  be  improper* 
Although  this  application  produced  no  resolutioo  in  tbs 
house,  the  king,  on  the  twenty^sixth  day  of  February,  seoi 
a  message  to  the  commons  by  Mr.  Secretary  Pitt^  importing ^ 
that  though  he  had  determined  to  let  the  law  take  its  coarse 
with  relation  to  admiral  fiyng,  and  resisted  all  solicitatioos 
to  the  contrary,  yet^  as  a  member  of  the  house  had  expressed 
«ome  scruples  about  the  sentence,  his  majesty  had  thought 
fit  to  respite  the  execution  of  it,  that  ^here  might  be  an 
opportunity  of  knowing,  by  the  separate  examination  of  the 
members  of  the  court  martial,  upon  oath,  what  grounds 
there  were  for  such  scruples,  and  that  his  majesty  was 
resolved  still  to  let  the  sentence  be  carried  into  executioa, 
unless  it  should  appear  from  the  said  examination,  that 
admiral  Byng  was  unjustly  condemned*  The  sentence 
might  be  strictly  legal,  and  at  the  same  time,  very  severe, 
according  to  the  maxim,  summum  JuSy  summa  injuria.  lo 
•och  cases,  and  perhaps  in  such  cases  only,  the  rvgour  of 
thp  law  ought  to  be  softened  by  the  lenient  hand  of  the 
royal  prerogative.  That  this  was  the  case  of  admiral  Byng 
appears  from  the  warm  and  eager  intercession  of  his  jory, 

say,  the  law  admits  of  no  mitigation.  Can  a  man's  life  be  taken  away  by  such  * 
flentenAe  ?  I  wou]<l  not  willingly  be  misan^rstood,  and  have  it  befievetl  tKat  I 
Judge  pf  admiral  Byng's  deserts :  that  was  the  business  of  a  court  martial^  and  it 
IS  my  duty  only  to  act  according  to  my  conscience  ;  which,  after  deliberate  con- 
sideration, assisted  by  the  best  light  a  poor  understanding  ean  affonril  it»  reinaina 
still  in  doubt,  and  therefore  I  cannot  consent  to  »ign  a  warrant  whereby  the  sea- 
tcnee  of  the  court  martial  may  be  carried  into  execution  ;  for  1  cannot  help  think- 
ing, that  however  criminal  admiral  Byng  may  be,  his  life  is  not  forfeited  by  that 
sentence,  i  do  not  mean  to  find  fault  with  other  men's  opinions ;  all  1  endeavour 
aty  is  to  give  reasons  for  my  own ;  and  all  1  desire  or  wish  -is,  that  t  may  not  bff 
misunderstood ;  I  do  not  pretend  to  judge  admiral  Byng's  deserts,  poi*  to  give  «ay 
lOpinioQ  on  tl^  propriety  of  the  act. 

**  Signed,  6th  Feb.  1757,  »t  the  admiralty, 

«  J. 


a  species  of  intercession  which  hath  generally,  if  not  always, 
prevailed  at  the  foot  of  the  throne,  when  any<  thing  favour- 
able for  ihe  criminal' had  appeared  in  the  course  of  the  trial. 
How  much  more  then  might  it  have  been  expected,  to  suc- 
ceed, when  earnestly  urged  as  a  case  of  conscience  in  behalf 
of  a  man  whom  his  judges  had  expressly  acquitted  of  cow- 
ardice and  treachery,  the  only  two  imputations  that  ren- 
dered him  criminal  in  the  eyes  of  the  nation!  Such  an 
interposition  of  the  crown  in  parliamentary  transactions  was 
irregular,  unnecessary,  and  at  another  juncture  might' have 
been  productive  of  violent  heats  and  declamation^  At 
present,  however,  it  passed  without  censure,  as  the  effect  of 
inattention^  rather  than  a  design  to  encroach  upon  the 
privileges  of  the  house. 

$  XlflV.  The  message  being  communicated,  a  bill  was 
immediately^  brought  in,  to  release  the  members  of  the  court 
martlcd  from  the  obligation  of  secrecy,  and  passed  through 
the. lower  house  without  opposition:  but  in  the  house  of 
lords  it  appeared  to  be  destitute  of.  a  proper  foundation. 
1%ey  sent  a  messag^e  to  the  commons,  desiring  them  to  give 
leave  that  such  of  the  members  of  the  court  martial  as  were 
members  of  that  house  ^ight  attend  their  lordships,  in  order 
to  be  examined  on  the  second  reading  of  the  bill;  accor- 
dingly they,  and  the  rest  of  the  court  martial,  attended,  and 
answered  all  questions  without  hesitation.  As  they  did  not 
insist  upon  any ''excuse,  nor  produce  any  satisfactory  reason 
for  showing  that  the  man  they  had  condemned  was  a  proper 
object  of  mercy,  their  lordships  were  of  opinion  that  there 
was  no^  occasion  for  passing  any  such  biU,  which,  therefore, 
they  almost  unanimously  rejected.  It  h  not  easy  to  con- 
ceive what  stronger  reasons  could  be  given  for  proving  Mr. 
Byng  an  object  x)f  mercy,  than  those  mentioned  in  the  let- 
ter sent  to  the  board  of  adi!niralty  by  the  members  of  the 
court  martial,  who  were  empowerwi  to  try  the  imputed 
offence,  consequendy  must  have  been  deemed  weU  qualified 
to  judge  of  his  conduct.  • 

§  XLV.  The  unfortunate  admiral  being  thus  aban- 
doned to  the  stroke  of  justice,  prepared  himself  i[br  death 
with  resignation  and  tranquillity.  He  maintained  a  surpri- 
sing cheerfulness  to  the  last;  nor  did  he,  from  his  condem 
{nation  td  his  execution,  exhibit  the  l^ast  ftign  of  i]:)m)ats^ce 
You  III.  B  b  b 
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or  appreiteiuioii.  During  that  interval  he  had  remained  on 
board^f  the  Monarque,  a  third  rate  ship  of  war,  anchored 
in  the  harbour  of  Portsmouth,  under  a  strong  guard,  in 
custody  of  the  marshal  of  the  ^miralty.  On  the  fourteenth 
of  March,  the  day  fixed  for  his  eiLCcution,  the  boats  belong- 
ing to  the  squadron  at  Spithead  being  manned  and  armed, 
containing  their  captains  and  officers,  with  a  detachment  of 
marines,  attended  this  solemnity  in  the  harbour,  which  was 
also  crowded  with  an  infinite  number  of  other  boats  and 
vessels  filled  with  spectators.  About  noon,  the  admiral 
having  taken  leave  of  a  clergyman,  and  two  friends  who 
accompanied  him,  walked  out  of  the  great  cabin  io  the 
quarterdeck,  where  two  files  of  marines  were  ready  to  exe- 
cute the  sentence.  He  advanced  with  a  firm  deliberate 
step,  a  composed  and  resolute  countenance,  and  resolved  to 
suffer  with  his  faf;e  uncovered,  until  his  friends,  represent- 
ing that  his  looks  would  possibly  intimidate  the  soldiers, 
;md  prevent  their  taking  aim  properly,  he  submitted  to  their 
request,  threw  his  hat  on  the  deck>  kneeled  on  a  cushion, 
tied  one  white  handkerchief  over  his  eyes,  and  dropped  the 
other  as  a  signal  for  his  executioners,  who  fired  a  volley  so 
decisive,  that  five  balk  pas^d  through  his  body,  and  he 
dropped  down  dead  in  an  instant.  The  time  in  which  this 
tragedy  was  acted,  from  his  walking  oni  of  the  cabin  to  his 
being  deposited  in  the  coffin,  did  not  exceed  three  minutes. 
$  XLVI.  Thus  fell,  to  the  astonishment  of  all  Europe, 
admiral  John  Byng ;  who,  whatever  his  errors  and  indiscre* 
Uona  might  have  been,  seems  to  have  been  rashly  condem- 
ned, meanly  given  up,  and  cruelly  sacrificed  to  vile  consid- 
erations. The  sentiments  of  his  own  fate  he  avowed  on 
the  verge  of  eternity,  when  there  was  no  longer  any  cause 
of  dissimulation,  in  the  following  declaration,  which,  imme- 
diately before  his  death,  he  delivered  to  the  marshal  of  the 
admiralty:  ^'  A  few  moments  will  now  deliver  me  from 
**  the  virulent  persecution,  and  frustrate  the  further  malice 
"  of  my,  enemies :  nor  need  I  envy  them  a  life  subject  to 
^^  the  sensations  my  injuries,  and  the  injustice  done  me, 
^*  must  create.  Persuaded  I  am,  |hat  justice  will  be  done 
^*  to  my  reputation  hereafter:  the  manner  and  cause  of 
^'  raising  and  keeping  up  the  popular  clamour  and  prejudice 
^^  against  me  will  be  seen  through*     I  shall  be  consMered 
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•^  (as  I  now  perceive  myself)  ^  victim  destined  to  divert 
"  the  indignation  jind  resentment  of  an  injured  and  deluded 
"  people  from  the  proper  objects.  My  enemies  themse^ires 
"  must  now  think  me  innocent.  Happy  for  me,  at  this  my 
"  last  moment,  that  I  know  my  own  innocence,  and  am  con- 
scious that  no  part  of  my  country*s  misfortunes  cafi  be 
owing  to  me.  I  heartily  wish  the  shedding  of  my  blood 
may  contribute  to  the  happiness  and  service  of  my  coun* 
try ;  but  cannot  resign  my  just  claim  to  a  faithful  dis- 
charge of  my  duty  according  to  the  best  of  my  judgment^ 
and  the  utmost  exertion  of  my  ability  for  his  majesty's 
"  honour,  and  my  country's  service.  I  am  sorry  that  my 
*^  endeavours  were  not  attended  with  more  success,  and 
that  the  armament  under  my  comipand  proved  too  weak 
to  succeed  in  any  expedition  of  such  moment.  Truth 
has  prevailed  ove^  calumny  and  falsehood,  ^and  justice 
has  wiped  off  the  ignominious  stain  of  my  supposed  want 
of  pers€«kal  courage,  and  the  charge  of  disaffection.  My 
heart  acquits  me  of  these  crimes :  but  who  can  be  pre* 
sumptuously  sure  of  his  own  judgment }  If  my  crime  is 
an  error  in  judgment,  or  differing  in  opinion  ftom  my 
^^  judges,  and  if  yet  the  error  in  judgment  should  be  on  their 
*^  side,  God  forgive  them,  as  I  do ;  and  may  the  distress  of 
*^  their  minds,  and  uneasiness  of  their  consciences,  which  in 
justice  to  me  they  have  represented,  be  relieved,  and  sub- 
side as  my  resentment  has  done.  The  Supreme  Judge 
^^'sees  all  hearts  and  motives,  and  to  him  I  must  submit 
•*^tlje  justice  of  my  cause." 

$  XL VII.  Notwithstanding  all  that  has  been  said  ia 

his. favour,  notwithstanding  the  infamous  arts  that  were 

practised  to  keep  up  the  cry  against  him,  notwithstanding 

this  solemn  appeal  to  heaven  in  his  last  moments,  and  even 

self  conviction  of  innocence,  the  character  of  admiral  Byng, 

in  point  of  personal  courage,  will  still,  with  many  people, 

, .  remain  problematical.     They  will  still  be  of  opinion*^  that 

if -the  spirit  of  a  British  admiral  had  been  properly  exerted, 

.    the  French  fleet  would  have  been  defeated,  and  Minorca 

relieved^   A  man's  opinion  of  danger  varies  at  different 

times,  in  consequence  of  an  irregular  tide  of  animal  spirits, 

^^d  he  is  actuated  by  considerations  which  he  dares  not 

i^avow.     After  an  officer,  thus  influenced,  ha^  hesitated  or 
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kept  aloof  inf  tlie«h6uV  of  tr^l,  the  mindy  eager  for  iu  owir 
|u8tificatton«  assembles  wit;h  surprising  industry,  every 
favourable  circumstance  of  excuse,  and  broods  over  them 
w;ith  parental  partiality,  until  it  becomes  not  only  satisfied^ 
but  even  enamoured  of  their  beauty  and  complexion,  like  a 
boating  mother,  blind  to  the  deformity  of  her  own  offsprings 
Whatever  Mr*  Byng's  internal  feelings  might  have  been, 
whatever  consequences  might  have  attended  his  behaviour 
on  that  occasion ;  as  the  tribunal  before  which  he  was  tried 
acquitted  him  expressly  of  cowardice  and  treachery,  he  was 
without  all  doubt,  a  proper  object  for  royal  clemency ;  and 
so  impartial  posterity  will  judge  him,  after  all  those  dis- 
honourable motives  of  faction  and  of  fear,  by  which  his  fate 
was  infli^enced,  shall  be  lost  in  oblivion,  or  remembered 
with  disdain.  The  people  of  Great  Britain,  naturally 
fierce,  impatient,  and  clamorous,  have  been  too  much  indul- 
ged, upon  every  petty  miscarriage,  with  trials,  courts  mar- 
tial, and  dismissions,  which  tend  only  to  render  their  milita- 
ry commanders  rash  and  precipitate,  the  populace  more 
licentious  and  intractable,  and  to  disgrace  the  national 
character  in  the  opinion  of  mankind. 


*. 
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^  I.  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Legge.  taken  into  the  admbiistration^ 
$  II.  Obliged  to  resign.  $  lit.  Restored  to  their  em- 
phyments.  §  IV.  Coalition  of  parties.  $  V.  Descent 
on  the  coast  of  France  meditated.  $  VI.  Command  of 
the  fleet  given  to  sir  Edward  Hawke^  and  of  the  land  , 
forces  to  sir  John  Mordauntn  Fleet  sailSj  September  8. 
$  VII.  Admiral  Knowles  sent  to  take  Aix.  $  VIII. 
Attack  and  surrender  of  Aix.  $  IX.  A  descent  resolved 
on.  $  X.  The  fleet  returns  to  Spithead.  His  majesty 
appoints  a  board  of  inquiry  into  the  reasons  of  the  fleefs 
return.  §  XI.  Proceedings  of  the  court  of  inquiry. 
$  Xll*  Its  report.  $  XIII.  Sir  John  Mordaunt  tried 
by  a  court  martial^  and  acquitted.     $  XIV.  Fleets  sent 

>  to  the  East  and  West  Indies.  §  XV.  Success  of  the 
English  privateers.  $  XVI.  Riots  occasioned  by  the 
high  price  of  corn.  $  XVII.  Operations  in  America* 
$  Xyill*  Lord  Loudoun's  conduct  in  America.  $  XIX* 
Fort  William  Henry  taken  by  the  French.  §  XX.  Naval 
transactions  in  America.  $  XXI.  Attempt  of  M.  de 
Kersin  on  Cape'-coast^castle^  in  Africa.  $  XXII.  State 
of  affairs  in  the  East  Indies.  Calcutta  recovered.  I^he 
Suba^s  camp  forced^  and  a  new  treaty  concluded  with 
him.  $  XXIII.  Reduction  of  Chandernagore.  $  XXIV. 
Colonel  Clive  defeats  the  Suba  at  Plaissey^  who  is  after^- 
ttfords  deposed  and  put  to  death.  $  XXV.  King  of 
France  assassinated.  Tortures  inflicted  on  the  assassin. 
$  XXVI.  Changes  in  the  French  ministry.  $  XXVII. 
State  of  the  confederacy  against  the  lung  of  Prussia. 
$  XXVIII.  Precau'tions  taken  by  hii  Prussian  majesty. 
§  XXIX.  Skirmishe.9  between  the  Prussians  and  Austrians. 
%  XXX.  Nitutraliiy  of  the  emperor ^  and  behaviour  of  the 
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Dutch.  $  XXXI.  The  French  take  possession  of  several 
towns  in  the  Low  Countries  belonging  to  the  king  of 
Prussia.  $  XXXII.  Declaration  of  the  czarina  against 
the  king  of  Prussia.  Factions  in  Poland.  $  XXXIII. 
Fruitless  endeavours  of  the  Mnglish  to  restore  the  tran- 
quillity of  Germany.  $  XXXIV.  King  of  Prussia 
enters  Bohemia.  Prince  of  Severn  defeats  the  Austriafis 
at  Richenberg.  §  XXXV.  King  of  Prussia  gains  a  com- 
plete victory  over  the  Austrians  near  Prague.  Mares- 
chal  Schwerin  killed.  §  XXXVI.  Prague  invested. 
§  XXXVII.  And  bombarded.  Brave  defence  of  the 
besieged.  $  XXXVIII.  Count  Dawn  takes  the  command 
of  the  Austrian  army.  His  character.  ^  XXX iX. 
King  of  Prussia  defeated  at  Koltn.  $  XL*  He  raises 
the  siege  of  Prague^  and  quits  Bohemia.  $  XLI.  Prepa- 
rations for  the  defence  of  Hanoveri  The  allied  army 
assembler  under  the  duke  of  Cumberland.  $  XLII. 
Skirmishes  with  the  French.  §  XLIIL  Duke  of  Cum- 
berland passes  the  Weser.  The  French  follow  him^  and 
take  Minden  and  Embden^  and  lay  Hanover  under  contri- 
bution. §  XLIV.  Battle  of  Hastenbeck.  $  XLV.  The 
French  take  Hamelen.  Duke  de  Rkhlieu  supersedes 
mareschal  d^Etries  in  the  command  of  the  French  amu^. 
$  XL VI.  The  French  take  possession  of  Hanoiver  and 
Hesse  Cassel.  §  XLVII.  And  reduce  Verden  and  Bre- 
men. Duke  of  Cumberland  signs  the  convention  of 
Closter  Seven. 

$  L  THOUGH  the  parlisiment  of  Great  Bri^n 
unanimously  concurred-  in  strengthening  die  hand*  of  gov- 
ernment for  SI  vigorous  prosecution  ot  the  war,  these  liberal 
supplies  had  like  to  have  proved  inefiectual  through  a  want 
of  harmony  in  her  councils.  In  the  cimrte  of  the  last  year 
the  clamorous  voices  of  dissatisfection  had  been  tmed  by 
a  series  of  disappointments  and  miscarriages,  which  were 
imputed  to  want  of  intelligence,  sagacity,  «id  vigour  in 
the  administration.  The  defeat  of  Bractdock,  the  ifedviotiati  of 
Oswego,  and  other  forts  in  America,  t)ie  delay  of  armaments^ 
the  neglect  of  opportunities,  ineffectual  cruises,  absurd 
dispositions  of  fleets  and  squadrons.,  the  disgrace  m  the 
IMfediterraneaff,  and  the  lossr  of  Miv^rea,  were*  t^nmbcred 
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amicmg  the  misfortunes  that  flowed  from  the  crude  designs 
of  SI  weak  di^irlted  ministry ;  and  the  prospect  of  their 
acquiescing  in  a  continental  war  brought  them  still  farther 
in  contempt  and  detestation  with  the  body  of  the  people. 
lu^rder  to  conciliaie  the  gOod  will  of  those  whom  their 
conduct  had  disobliged,  to  acquire  a  fresh  stock  pf  credit 
with  their  fellow  subjects,  and  .  remove  from  their  own 
shoulders  part  of  what  future  censure  might  ensue,  they 
admitted  into  a  share  of  the  administration  a  certain  set  of 
gentlemen,  remarkable  for  their  talents  and  popularity, 
headed  by  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  ]|l*egge,  esteemed  the  two 
most  illustrious  patriots  of  Great  Britain,  alike  distinguished 
and  admired  fer  their  unconquerable  spirit  and  untainted 
integrity.  The  former  of  these  was  appointed  secretary 
of  stole,  tl^e  other  chancellor  of  the  exchequer;  and 
theiif  friend^  were  vested  with  other  honourable  though 
subordinate  offi^Sr 

y  §  II.  So  far  the  people  were  charmed  with  the  pro- 
motion of  individuals,  upon  whose  virtues  and  abilities 
th^y  bad  the  most  perfect  reliance :  but  these  new  ingre- 
dtofits  would  never  thoroughly  mix  with  the  old  leaven. 
The  ^administration  became  an  emblem  of  the  image  that 
Nebuchadnezzar  saw  in  his  dream,  the  leg  was  of  iron, 
and  the  foot  was  of  clay«  The  old  junto  found  their  new 
associates  very  unfit  for  their  purposes.  They  could  neither 
persuade,  cajole,  nor  intimidate  them  into  measures  which 
they  thought  repugnant  to  the  true  interest  of  their  country. 
The  new  ministers  combated  in  council  every  such  plan^ 
however  patronised :  they  openly  opposed  in  parliament 
every  design  which  they  deemed  unworthy  of  the  crown, 
or  preju(UdU4  to  the  people,  even  though  distinguished  by 
the  predilection  of  the  sovereign.  Far  from  bargaining- 
for  ^eir  places,  and  surrendering  their  principles  by  capi*^ 
tuiation,  they  maintained  in  office  their  independency  and 
candour  with  the  most  vigilant  circumspection,  and  seemed 
determined  to  show,  that  he  is  the  best  minister  to  the^  soven 
reign  who  acts  with  the  greatest  probity  towards  the  subjects 
Those  who  immediately  surrounded  the  throne  were  sup- 
posed to  have  concealed  the  true,i:haracters  of  these  faith-^ 
ful  servants  from  the  knowledge  of  their  royal  master ;  to 
l)»ve  repiresfii^ted  them  as  obstinate,  imperiouS|  ignorant, 


334  HISTOEY  W  Bfr^LANt). 


irsr. 


and  eren  lukewaim  in  their  loytdty;  and  Co  have  declared, 
that  with  such  coUeagues  it  would  be  impossible  to  move 
the  machine   of  government   according  to  his   majfes^'s 
inclination.     These  suggestions,  artfully  inculcated,  pro* 
duced  the  desired  effect :  on  the  ninth  day  of  April,  Mr. 
Pitt,  by   his   majesty^s  command,   resigned  the   seals  of 
secretary  of  state  for  the  southern  department.     In  the 
room  of  Mr.  Legge,  the  king  was  pleased  to  grant  the 
office  of  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  to  the  right  honouraUe 
lord  Mansfield,  chief  justice  of  the  court  of  king's  bench, 
die  same  personage  whoi(n  we  have  mentioned  before  under 
the  name  of  Mr.  Murray,  solicitor  general,  now  promoted 
and  ennobled  for  his  extraordinaiy  merit  and  important 
services.     The  fate  of  Mr.  Pitt  was  extended  tto  some  of 
his  principal  friends :  the  board  of  admiralty  was  changed, 
and  some  other,  removals  were  made  with  the  same  inten&oa. 
$  III.  What'  was  intended  as   a  disgrace  to  Mr.  Pitt 
and  Mr.  Legge  turned  out  one  of  the  most  shining  circum? 
stances  of  their  characters.     The  whole  nation  seemed  to 
rise  up,  ^s  one  man,  in  the  vindication  of  their  fame-;  every 
mouth  was  opened  in  their  praise ;  and  a  greater  number  of 
respectable  cities  and  corporations*  presented  them  with  the 
freedom  of  their  respective  societies,  enclosed  in  gold  4x»xes 
of  curious  workmanship,   as   testimonies  of  their  peculiar 
veneration.  What  the  people  highly  esteem,  they  in  a  man*- 
ner  idolize.     Not  contented  with  making  offerings  so  flat- 
tering and  grateful  to  conscious  virtue,  they  conceived  the 
most  violent  prejudices  against  those  gentlemen  who  suc- 
ceeded in  the  administration ;  fully  convinced,  that  thesame 
persons  who  had  sunk  the  nation  in  the  present  distressful 
circumstances,  who  had  brought  on  her  dishonour,  and 
reduced  her  to  the  verge  of  destruction,  were  by  no  means 
the  fit  instruments  of  her  delivery  and  redemption.     The 
whole  kingdom  caught  fire  at  the  late  changes ;  nor  could 
the  power,  the  cunning,  and  the  artifice  of  a  facticm,  long 
support  it  against  the  united  voice  of  Great  Britain,  which 
soon  pierced  the  ears  of  the  sovereign.     It  was  not  possi- 
ble to  persuade  the  people  that  salutary  measures  could  be 
suggested  or  pursued,  except  by  the  few,  whos^e  zeal  for  the 
honour  of  their  country,  and  steady  adherence  to  an  upright 
disinterested  conduct,  had  secured  their  con^denpe,  and 
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cifttmed  their  venerition*  A  great  number  of  addresses; 
dutifully  and  Ic^rtUy  expressed,  soliciting,  the  king,  ever 
ready  to  meet  haJfway  the  wishes  of  his  faithful  people,  to 
restore  Mr.  ^itt  and  .Mr«  Legge  to  their  former  employ* 
ments;  Upon  this  they  rested  the  security  and  honour  of 
tbe  nation,  as  well  as  the  public  expeetat^*  of  the  speedy 
and  successful  issue  of  a  war,  hitherto  attended  with  dis- 
graces and  m'fsfortunes*  rAccordingly,  his  majesty  was 
gniciounly  pleased  to  redeliver  the  seals  to  ,Mr«  Pitt, 
appointing  hinv  secretary  of  state  for  the  southern  depart- 
ment^ on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  June ;  and,  five  days 
after,  the  office  of  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  was  resto- 
red' to  Mr.  Legge;  promotions  that  afforded  universal 
datiii£sM«ion.' 

§  IV.  It  would  not  perhaps,  be  possible  to  elclude, 
irom  a  share  in  the  ^dministi*atton,  all  who  were  not  per- 
fiectly  agreeaUe  to  the  people  :  iKm-ever  uhpopular  the  late 
ministry  might  appear,  still  4iey  possessed  sufficient  influ- 
ence'in'ihe  privy  council,  and  credit  in  the  house  of  com- 
mons, to  thwart  every  measure  in  which  they  did  not 
themselves  partake.  This  coasideratton,  and  very  recent 
expeirience,  probably  dictated  th^  necessity  of  a  coalition, 
fiihitary  in  itself,  and  pruttent,  because  it  was  the 'only 
means  of  assuaging  the  rage  •  of  faction,  and  healing  those 
divisions,  more  pernicious  to  the  public  than  the  most  mls^ 
taieen  and  blundering  oduncils.  Sir  Robert  Heiuey  wait 
made  lord  keeper  of  the  grear  seal,  and  sworn  of  his  ma« 
jesty's  privy  council,  on  the'the^irteenth  day  of  June :  the 
custody  of  ttee  privy  seal* wisis  committed  to  earl  Temple: 
his  graee  the  duke  of  Newcastle,  Mr.  Legge,  Mr.  Nugent, 
lord  viscotint  Duneanmbti,  and  Mv.  Grenvilie,  were  appointed 
ecmunissibners  for  executing  the  office  of  treasurer  of  his 
majesty's  exchequer  t  lord  Anson,  admirals  Boscawen  and 
Forbes,  l>r.  Hay,  Mr.  West,  Mn  Hunter,  and  Mr.  Elliott, 
to  preside  at  the  board  of  admiralty :  Mr.  Pox  was  grati- 
fied With  the  office  of  receiver  and  paymaster  general  of  all 
his  majesty's  guards,  garrisons,  and  land  forces:  and  the 
earl  of  Thomond  was  made  treasurer  of  the  king's  house- 
hold, 'and  sworn  of  his  majesty's  privy  couneil.  Other  pro- 
.  motions  likewise  took  place,  with  a  design  to  gratify  the. 
/adherents  of  ti$het  paity ;  and  so  equally  was  th^  royal 
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Utrovar  ^tributed,  that  the  otoftost  hamooy  ibr  a  loog  ^e 
suBsistecl.  Ingreclienls^  seemiiis^y  heterD^meous,  ccmMAi-* 
dated  into  one  uniform  oiats,  to  as  to  produce  effects*  far 
exceeding  the  most  ^aaguitie  expectatimis ;  and  thia  pm** 
dent  arrangement  proved*displeasing  only  to  those  whcmi' 
violent  party  nVmliiiKiil  had  inspired  with  a  narrow  and 
cobclusive  spint. 

$  V.  The /accumulated  losses  and  disappointments  of 
the  preceding  year  made  it  absolutely  necessary  tq  retrieve 
the  credit  of  the  British  arms  and  councils  by  some  vigor* 
ous  and  spirited  enterprise,  which  should  at  the  same»  time^ 
produce  some  change  in  the  circumstances  of  his  Prussian 
majesty,  already  depressed  by  the  repulse  of  Colin,  and  in. 
danger  of  being  attacked  by  the  whole  power  of  France^now 
ready  to  fall  upon  him,  like  a  torrent,  which  had  so  Is^ely 
swept  before  it  the  army  of  observation,  ndw  on  the  brink 
of  disgrace*  A  well  planned  and  vigorous  descent  on  the 
coast  of  France,  it  was  thou|^t  would  probably  giv^a  deci- 
sive blow  to  the  marine  of  that  kingdom,  and  at  the  same 
time  effect  a  powerful  diversion  in  favour  of  the  Prussian  - 
monarch  and  the  duke  of  Cumfoeriatd,  driven  from  all  his 
posts  in  the  electorate  of  Hanover,  by  drawing  a  part  of  the 
French  forces  to  the  defence  and  protection  of  their  own 
coasts.  Both  were  objects  of  great  concern,  upon  which 
the  sovereign  and  ministry  were  sedulously  bent.  His  royal 
highness  the  duke,  in  a  particular  manner,  urged  the  necess- 
sity  of  some  enterprise  of  thifk  nature,  aa  the  only  expedient 
to  obviate  the  shameful  convention  now  in  a^tation*  The 
ministry  foresaw,  that,  by  destroying  the  enemy'&  shipping,  . 
all  succours  would  be  cut  off  from  America,  whither  they 
were  daily  transporting  troops  ^  the  British  commerce  , 
secured,  without  those  convoys  so  inconvenient  to  the  bomxl 
of  admiralty,  and  to  the  merchants ;  and  those  ideal  fears 
of  an  invasion,  that  had  in.  some  measure  affected  the  public 
credit,  wholly  dispelled. 

$  VI.  From  these  consideratioas  a  powerful  fleet  was 
ordered  to  be  got  in  readiness  to  put  to  sea  on  thi^  shinrtest 
notice,  and  ten  regiments  of  foot  were  marched  to  the  Isle 
of  Wight.  The  naval,  armament,  consisting  of  eighteen 
ships  of  the  line,  besides  frigates,  fireships,  bombketches, 
Md  tranaporta,  was  put  under  the  command  of  sir  Edward 
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Hawke,  an  fiftoer  wk<»se' MiikM.  strvkMrs  rtoommendedi 
him  above  all  others,  to  dii#  cooimaiid ;  and  rear-admiral 
Knowks  was  a|>pointed    Ms  subattmti.     Sir  John   Mor* 
dMiit  was  preferred  to  take  the  command    of   the  land 
forces;    and    both    strictly    eiijoiaed    to    act   with   the- 
utmost   unaatmitjr   and   harmony*     Europe  beheld   with 
astonishment  these  mighty  preparations.     Tht  destinatkm 
of  the>  ai'mament  wad  wrapped  in  the  most  profound  se- 
tncj :    it   enrcised  the   penetratioa  ^^  politicians,   and 
filed  France  with   very  serioiw'  ularms.     Various  were 
the  impediasents   which  ^structed   the   embarkation   of 
die  troops  fer  several  ^eeks,  wh3e  Mr.  Pitt  expressed  the 
greatest  uneasiness  at  the  delay,  and  repeatedly  urged  the 
commander  in  chief  to  expedite  his  departure ;  but  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  transjportS)  owing  to  some  blunder  in  the 
contractors,  had  not  yet  arrived.^     The  troops  expressed  an 
eager  impatience  to  signalise  themselves  against  the  enemies 
of  the  liberties  of  Europe;  but  the  superstitious  drew  un- 
£iEvoiinible  presages  from  the  diUtoriness  of  the  embarka* 
tion.     At  last  the  transports  arrived,  the  troops  were  put 
on  board  with  all  expedition,  and  the  fleet  got  under  sail  on 
the  eighth  d^y  of  September,  attended  with  the  pra)«ers  of 
every  mm  warmed  with  the  love  of  his  country,  and  so* 
licttons  for  her  honour.     The  public,  big  with  the  ex- 
|>eetatipn,  dubious  where  the  stroke  would  fall,  but  confident 
jot  its  success,  were  impatient  for  tidings  from  the  fleet; 
bm  it 'Was  not  till  the  fourteenth,  that  even  the  troops  on 
hoard  began  to  conjecture  that  a  descent  was  meditated  on, 
the  coast  of ^  France,  near  Rochefort  or  Rochelle. 

$  VII.  On  the  twentieth,  the  fleet  made  the  Isle  of 
Gleron,  and  then  sir  Edward  Hawke  sent  an  order  to  vice* 
admiral  -Knowles,  requiring  him,  if  the  wind  permitted  the 
fleet,  to  proceed  to  Basque  road,  to  stand  in  as  near  to  the 
Isle  of  Aix  as  the  pilot  would  carry  him,  with  «uch  ships 
of  his  division  as  he  thought  necessary  for  the  service,  and 
to  batter  the  fort  tiU  the  garrison  should  either  abandon  or 
siurrender  it.  Butjthe  imntiediate  execution  of  this  order 
was  frustrated  by  a  French  ship  of  war  standing  in  to  the 
very  mitddle  of  the  fleet,  and  continuing  in  ^hat  station  for 
some  tiiiie  before  she  discovered  her  mistake,  or  any  of  the/ 
captains  had  a  signal  thrown  oiit  to\give  chace*     Admiral 
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Knawles,  when.  Icx>  late,  ordfired-  the  MftgnAmime,  captaitt 
Howe,  and  Torbay,  captain  Keypel,  on  tM  »«rvi««»  »od 
thereby  rettirded  the  iMKk  upoa  which  he  was  immediately 
sent.  A  stroke  of  poUcy  greaity  to  be  admired,  as  from 
hence  he  gained  time  to  assure  himself  of  the  strength  of 
the  fortifications  of  Aix,  before  he  ran  his  maje^y'a 
ships  into  danger* 

'   $  VIIL  While  the  above  ships,  with  the  addition  of 

the  Royal  Wilti»m^  were  attending  the  French,  ship  of  war 

•aife  into  the  ;river  Garoiui^,  the  r^m^Mnder  of  the  fleet  was 

beating  to  windward  off  the  \^  of  Oleron ;  asad  the  com^ 

mander  in  chief  publishing  orders  ^nd  regulations  which 

jdid  credit  to  his  judgment,  and  would  have  been  highly 

useful^  had  there  ever  beenjocca^ipn  to  put  them  in  exe* 

cution*     On  the  twenty-third  the  van  of  the  ieet,  led  by 

captain  Howe  in  the  Magnanime,  stood  towaid^  Aix,  a 

small  island  situated  in  the  mouth  of  the  river  Chacente, 

leading  up  to.  Rochefort,  the   fortificatio^is  half   finiriied, 

and  niqunted  with  ^about  thirty  cannon  aiid  mortars,  the 

garrison  composed  of  six  hundred  ni€t)«  and  tb^   whole 

island  about  five  miles  in  circumlerence.     A^  ^e  Magna* 

nime  approached,  the  enemy  firtnl  hriskly  upon  her;  but 

captain  Howe,  regardless  of  their  faint  endeavours,  kept  on 

/his  course  without  flioching,  dropped  his  anchors  close  to 

the  walls,  and  poqred  in  so  incessant  a  firc;  as  spoix  silenced 

their  artillery.     It  was,  however,  near  an  hour  bi^re  the 

fort  struck,  when  some  forces  were  landed  to  take  posses* 

sion  of  so  important  a  conquest,  -  with  orders  to  demolish 

the  fortificktions,  the  care  of  which  was. intrusted  to  vice- 

admiral  Knowles. 

$  IX.  Inconsiderable  as  this  success  might  appear^  k 
i;reatly  elated  the  troops,  and  was  deemed  an  happy  omen 
of  further  advantages ;  but,  instead  of  embarking  the  troops 
that  night,  as  was  universally  expected,  several  successive 
days  were  spent  in  councils  of  war,  SQupdings  of  the  coast, 
and  deliberations  whether  the  king's  esipress  orders  were 
practicable,  or  %o  be  complied  with*  Eight  days  w«arc 
elapsed  since  the  fir^t  appearanosp  of  the^  fleet  On  the  ^otast, 
and .  the  alarto .  was  given  t?o.  the  enemy;  4ir  £dw«rd 
iiawke,  indeed  proposed  layipg.  a  si^ty  gun  ship  against 
laurts„  and   battering  .that  fort>.  .whi^   it;  ivas  thought 
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wtold  hblp  to  seeura  the  kiKHng  ol'the  tro^,  «a^  i«ciU- 
tate  the  enteyprise  on  R^ehefert*     This-  a  Fceiieh  pUot  oa 
board  (Thierry)   undertoo(k;    btU:   afier  a  ufaip  hAd;bee^ 
lighted  for  the  purpose,,  vKMr^admiral  Knowles  reported, 
that  a  bombk^cfa  had  run  agroiiod  aj^ above  the  distaoceof 
two  miles  from  the  fort;  updb  whi4h>  .^e  .projeetof  bat- 
tering or  bombarding  the  fort-waa^  abanddned*     The.  ad- 
miral likewise  proposed  to  bombard  RocheUe.:   but  th^ 
overture,  was  ovei^ruled,  for  reasons  which  w*e  need  not 
motion.     It  waa  at  length  determined^  ia  a  council  of 
wu"  held  on  the  eighth,  to  make  a  descent  and  attiftJi:  the 
fortft  leading  to  and  upon  the  «iouth  of  the  river  Charente. 
An  order^  in  consequence  of  this  resolution,  was  imme- 
diately issued  for  the  troops  to  be  read)^  to  eitibltrk  from 
the  transports  in  the  boots  precisely  ait  twelve,  o'clock  at 
ni^t.     Accordingly,  the  boats  were  prepared^  and  yfitled; 
with  the  men  at  the  time  appoiiMd,  and  now  they  remained 
beating  against  each  othei%  imd^tbe  wd^SiOf  th^  shi^,  for 
tjhte  space  of  four  hours,  w.hile  the  council  wei^  c^^tei'minih^ 
whether,  after  all  tbt  |troid>le   given,  tb^y  should  .land; 
when,  at  tength,  an  order  was  published  for  the  troops  to 
return  lo  their  respective  transports,  and  all  thoughts  pf  a 
descoGUt,  to  appearance^  were  whcjfly  abandoned*    .The  suc- 
ceeding days  wece  employed  itt^lol^iQf  Mp  and  demolishiog 
the  fortiiics^ioi^s  q£  Aix;-  after:  which^  the4^d  officer^,  in 
a  council  of  war,  took  the  fi^^  resolution  of  returning  to 
England  without  any  further  attempts,  fully  satisfied  they 
had  done  all  in  their  power  to.je&ecute  the  desiga^  of  «the 
mini^ry^  and  choosing  f^thetr  lo  oppose  the  frowns  of  an 
angry  sovereign,  the  mumurstof"  an  incensed  nfition,  smd 
the  contempt  of  mankind,  than  fight  a;  handful  df  dastardly 
mtlttia# .   Such  was  ther  issue  pf  an  'expedition  that  raised 
the  expectation  of  all  Europe,  throw  the  coasts  of  France 
into  the  utmost  confusiott^  and  cost  the  people  of  England 
Utile  less  than  a  niillion  of  money* 

,  $tX.  The  Aeet  was  no  sooner rfetumed  than  the  whole 
ni^n  was  in  a  ferment.  The  pubKc  expe4;tation  bs^d  been 
wound*  up  to  the  highest  pitchy  'find  now  the  disappoinfr 
ment  was  propoi^ionedi  fo  th^- sanguine  hopes  sconceivedi 
that  the  pride  of  'France  wiMtJid  have  hoi^fk  humbled  by  so 
formidf^le  nn  avoianfeiit*     The  ministry,  and  with  the39(L 
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the  nttioml  Toice,  exckiitiied  against  the  comoiaiiding  ofi« 
cers,  and  the  military  ntienretorted  the  csduimrp',  by  laying 
the  blame  on  the  projeetors  of  the  enterf>ri8e,  who  had  put 
the  nation  to  great  expense  before  they  had  obtained  the 
Mcessary  information.     Certain  it  was,  that  blame  must 
fall  samewherc,  affd  the  ministry  resolved  U>  acquit  them* 
selves  and  fix  the  accusation,  by  requesting  his  marjesty  to 
appoint  a  board  of  officers  of  character  and  abilit}^  to  in- 
quire into  the  causes  of  die  late  miscarriage.     This  alone  it 
was  that  could  appease  the  puUic  clamours,  and  afford 
general  satisfaction.    The  enemies  of  Mr.  Pin  endeavoured 
to  wrest  the  miacarriages  of  the  expedition  to  his  prejudice, 
but  the  whisper^  of  faction  were  soon  drowned  in  the  voice 
of  the  whole  people  of  England,  who  never  could  persuade 
themselves  that  a  gendeman,  raised  to  the  height  of  power 
and  populartty  by  mere  dint  of  superior  merit,  integrity, 
and  disinterestedness,  would  now  sacrifice  his  reputation  by 
a  mock  armament,  or  hazard  incurring  the  derision  of 
Europe,  by  neglecting  to  obtain  all  the  necessary  previous 
informsltion,  or  doing  whatever  might  contribute  to  the 
success  of  the  expedition.     It  was  asked  whether  reason 
or  justice  dictated,  that  a  late  unfortunate  admiral  should 
be  capitally  punished  for  not  trying  and  exerting  his  utmost 
ability  to  relieve  fort  St.  Philip,  invested  by  a  powerful 
army,  and   surrounded  with  a-  numerous  fleet,  while  no 
charge   of  negligence  or  cewirdiee  was  brought  against 
^ose  who  occasioned  the  miscarriage  of  a  well -concerted 
and  well  appointed  'expedition  ?    The   people,  they  said, 
were  not  to  be  quieted  with  the  resolutions  of  a  council  of 
war,  composed  of  men  whose  kiaeiivfty  might  frame  ex- 
cuses for  declining'  to  expose  then^selves  «o  danger.     It 
was  publicly  mentioned,  that  such  backwardness  appeared 
among  the  general  officers  before  the  fleet  reached  thcf  Isle 
of  Oleroil,   as  occasioned    the   admiral    to   di^clare,   with 
warmth,  that  he  would  comply  with  his  orders,  and  go  lAto 
Basque  road,  whatever  might  be  tlie  consequence.     It  was 
asked  why  the  army  did  hot  land  on  the  m ghc  of  the  twenty- 
third  or  twefity-fbuith,  and  whether  the  officers,  sent  out  to 
reennnoitre,  had  r<itumed  with  sach  intelligence  as  seemed 
to  render  a  descent' impracticable  ?    It  was  asked,  whether 
the  commai^ler  in  chief  had  complied '«4th  his  majesty's 


orders,  ^  Ta  attempt,  aa  far  as  should  be  found  practici»ble, 
*^  a  descent  oa  the  coast  of  France,  at  or  near  .Rochefort^ 
*^.in  order  to  attack,  and  by  a  vigorous  impressioai  force 
^'  that  place ;  and  to  bum  and  destroy,  to  the  utooat  of 
^^.his  power«  all  docks,  magazines,  arsenals,  and  shipping, 
^^  as  sh^  be  found  there  ?"  Such  rumours  as  these,  every 
where  propagated,  rendered  an  inquiry  no  less  necessary 
to  the  reputation  of  the  officers  on  the  expedition,  than  to 
the  minister  who  had  projected  it«  Accordingly,  a  board, 
consisting  of  three  officers  of  rank,  reputation,  and  ability, 
wa^  appointed  by  his  majesty,  to  inquire  into  the  reasons 
why  the  fleet  returned  without  having  executed  his  majes- 
ty's orders. 

§  XL  The  ^ree  general  officers,  who  met  on  the  twen* 
ty-first  of  the  same  month,  were  Charles,  duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough, lieutenant,  general,  major  generals  lord  Geprge 
Sackville  and  John  Walde grave.  To  judge  of  the  practi« 
cability  of  executing  his  majesty's  'orders,,  it  was  necessary 
to  inquire  into  the  nature  of  the.  intelligence  upon  which 
the  expedition  was  projected*  The  first  apd  most  impor- 
f  tant  was  a  letter  sent  to  sir  John,  afterwards  lord  Ligonier, 
by  lieutenant  colonel  Clark.  This  letter  had  been  fre- 
quently examinee!'  in  the  privy^  council,  and  contained  in 
substance,  that  colonel  Clark,  in  returning  from  Gibraltar, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-four,  had' 
travelled  along  the  western  coast  of  France,  to  observe,  the 
condition  of  the  fortifications,  and  judge  how  far  a  descent 
would  be  practicable  in  case  of  a  rupture  between  Great 
Britain  and  France^  On  his  coming  to  Rochefort,  whefe 
he  was  attended  by  an  engineer,  he  was  surprised  to  find 
the  greatest  part  of  a  good  rampart,  with  a  revetement, 
flanked. only  with  redans;  no  outworks,  no  covered  way, 
and,  in  many  places,  no  ditch,  so  that  the  bottom  of  the 
wall  was  seep  at  a  distance.  He  remembered,  that  in  other 
places,  where  the  earth  had  been  taken  out  to  form  the 
^  rampart,  there  was  left  round  them  a  considerable  height  of 
gYound,  whence  an^  enemy  might  draw  a  great  advantage : 
that  for  above  the  length  of  a  front,  or  two  or  three  hun- 
dred yards,  there  was  no  rampart,  or  even  intrench^ 
.  ment,  but  only  small  ditches,  in  the  low  and  marshy  grounds 
next  the  river,  which,  however,  were  dry  at  low  water ;  yet 
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the  bot0in  remained  mudd)r  and  slimy;  Towards  the  river 
ao  rampart,  no  batteries,  no  parapet,  on  either  side  appear- 
ed, and  on  the  land  side  ht  observed  some  high  ground 
within  the  distance  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  or  tW:0  hun- 
dred yards  of  the  towii ;  in  which  coifdition  the  colonel  was 
tpU  by  the  engineer  the  place  had  remained  for  above 
seventy  years.  To  prevent  giving  umbrage,  he  drew  no 
plan  of  the  place,  and  even  burnt  the  few  sketches  he  had  by 
him  :  however,  as  to  utility,  the  colonel  declared  himself 
a»  much  satisfied  as  if  he  had  taken  a  plan.  He  could  not 
ascertain  the  direct  height  of  the  rampart,  but  thought  it 
could  not  exceed  twenty-five  feet,  including  the  parapet. 
The  river  might  be  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  feet 
broad,  and  the  entrance  defended  •  by  twt)  or  three  small 
redoubts.  As  to  forces,  none  are  ever  garrisoned  at  Roche- 
fort,  esCcept  marines^  which,  at  the  time  the  colonel  was  on 
the  spot,  amounted  to  about  one  thousand.  This  was  the 
first  intelligence  the  ministry  received  of  the  state  of  Roche- 
fort,  which  afforded  sufiicient  room  to  believe,  that  an  attack 
by  surprise  niig^t  be*  attended  with  happy  consequences. 
It  was  true,  that  colonel  Clark '  made  his  observations  in  \ 
time  of  peace ;  but  it  was  likewsise  phsftyable,  that  no  great 
alterations  were  made  on  aceount  of  die  war,  as  the  place 
had  remained  in  the  same  condition  during  the  two  or  three 
last  wars  with  France,  when  they  had  the^same  reasons  as 
now  to  expect  their  coasts  would  be  insulted.  The  next 
information  was  obtained  from  Joseph  Thierry,  a  French 
pilot,  cyf  the  protestant  religion^  who  passed  several  exam- 
inations before  the  privy  counciL  This  person  declared, 
that  he  had  followed  the  business  of  a  pilot  on  the  coast  of 
France  for  the  space  of  twenty  years,  and  served  as  first 
pilot  in  several  of  the  king's  ships :  that  hb  had,  in  particu- 
lar^ piloted  the  Magnanime,  before  she  was  taken  by  the 
English,  for  about  twenty- two  months,  and  had  often  con-^^ 
ducted  her  into  the- road  of  the  Isle  of  Aix;  and  that  ho 
was  perfectly  acquai|ited  with  the  entrance,  which,  indeed, 
is  so^easy  as  to  render  a  pilot*  alinost  unnecessary*  The 
road,  he  said,  afforded  good  anchorage  in  twelve  or  four- 
teen fathoms  water,  as  far  as  Bayonne;  the  channel  between 
the  islands  of  Oleron  s^nd  Rbe  was  three  leagues  broad,  and 
the  banks  necessary  to  |)e  avoided  lay  near  the  land,  except 
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one  called  the  Boiihrd,  which  is  easily  discerned  by  the 
breakers*     He  affirmed,  that  the  largest  vessels  might  draw 
up  close^to  the  fort  of  Aix,  which  he -would  undertake  the 
Magnanime  alone  should  destroy;  that  the  largest  ships 
might  come  up  to  the  Vigerot,  two  miles  distant  from  the 
mouth  of  the  river,  with  all  their  cannon  and  stores :  that 
men  might  be  landed  to  the  north  of  fort  Fouras,  gut  of 
sight  of  the  fort,  upon  a  meadow  where  the  ground  is  firm 
and  level,  under  cover  of  the  cannon  of  the  fleet.     This 
landing  place  he  reckoned  at  about  five  miles  from  Roche- 
fort,  the  way  dry,  and  no  way  intercepted  by  ditches  and 
morasses.     He  said,  great  part  of  the  city  was  encompassed 
by  a  wall,  but  towards  the  river,  on  both  sides,  for  about 
sixty  paces,  it  was  enclosed  only  with  psdisades,  without  a 
fosse.     To  the  Intelligence  of  colonel  Clark  and  Thieriy, 
the  minister  added  a  secret  account  obtained  of  the  strength 
and  distribution  of  the  French. forces,  whence  it  appeared 
highly  probable  that  no  more  than  ten  thousand  men  could 
be  allowed  for  the  defences  of  the  whole  coast,  ftomr  St. 
Valery  to.  Bourdeaux.     In  consequence*  of  the  aboy^  inforV 
mation   the   secret  expedition   Was   planned;   inslfbbtions 
were  given  to  sir  John  Mordaunt  and  admiral  Hawke  to 
make  a  vigorous  impression  on  the  French  coast,  and  all 
the  other  measures  projected,  which  it  was  imagined  wouUt 
make  an  eflectual  diversion,  by  obliging  the  enemy  to  em- 
ploy a  great  part  of  their  forces  at  home,  distiirb  and  shake 
the  credit  of  their  public  loans,  impair  the  strength  a^d' 
resources  of  their  navy,  disconcert  their  extensive  and  dan* 
gerous  operations  of  war,  and  finally,  give  life,  strength, 
and  lustre  to  the  common  cause  and  his  majesty's  arms. 
The   board  of   inquiry  took  next  into  consideration  the 
sever^  letters  and  explanatory  instructions  sent  to  sir  John 
Mordaunt,  in  consequence  of  some  difficulties  which  might 
possibly  occur,  stated  by  that  general  in  letters  to  the  minis- 
ter, previous  to  his  sailing.    Then  they  examined  the  report 
made  to  sir  Edward  Hawke  by  admiral  Broderick,  and  the 
captains  of  men  of  war  sent  to  sound  the  French  shore  from 
Rochelle  to  fort  Fouras,  dated  September  the  twenty-ninth ; 
the  result  of  the  councils  of  war  on  the  twenty-fifth  and 
twenty-eighth ;  sir  Edward  Hawke's  letter  to  sir  John  Mor-» 
daunt  on  the  twenty.-seventh,  and  the  general's  answer  on 
Vol.  IIL  D  d  d 
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the  tmreotjrrQiaifa :  ^Jftftr  yrU^  six  John  Motd^unl  wtm 
f4Ued  upon  lo  give  hi$  reasa&9  fpr  Mt  paUiiig  his  i8aj«9ity'» 
ipatr^ctipoa  ^nd  ord/ers  ia  e^ecmion*     This  b^  did  in  sub* 
ipUnce  M  follows :  The  atteoipt  c^/a  BQ$:h^£prt>  he  imder- 
ftoo^,  waf»  to  h^Lve  b^eii  an  the  fpotiog  of  a  foup  dff  m€(in^ 
or  aurpri&e,  which  i(  would  he  imppAsiU^  ti)  tts^cute  if  di» 
4^sigq  waa  discovered,  or  the  alaryi  taken*    He  a}«a  under* 
^food  th^t  an  attempt  could  ot>t .  be  nnade,  nair,  that  hi# 
inajesty  di4  not  require  it  should^  unless  a  proper  place  for 
debarring,  s^nd  a  ^afe  retreat  for  the  troops  waa  discovered* 
particularly  where  the  ships*  could  protect  them;  and  a  safe 
pomja^aicatiou  with  the  4eetf  and  couveyaoce  of  suppliea 
froni  it,  wer^  found*     His  sjentiwcats,  he  said,  were  coot 
^rmed  by  a  pap^r  to  this  purposie,  delivered  to  him  by  sir 
John  {.jgwier,  oh  h^s  first  being  appointed  to  command  the 
^jKpedition.     1%  was  likewiae  ppobable,  he  tho\}ght,  that 
f^lthough  Rochefort  should  have  remained  in  die  situation 
in  which  colonel  Clark  and  the  pilot  Thierry  had  aeen  it 
t;hre^  yfears  before,  yet  that  a  .few  days  preparation  could 
naake  it  ^u1icieatly  defensible  againsff  SLCOupdk  main. 
Judging,  therefore,  the  dependenire  on .  juch  an  operation 
glone  improper,  he  applied  to  the  ministry  .fpr  two   more 
pld  bsittaUons,  and  artillery  for  a  regular  attack  to  force  the 
pla^e,  which,  from  its  construction,  appeared  a&  difliicult  to 
be  made  defe^siWe  against  the  latter,  a&  easily  secured 
against  the  former.     But  this  re<|uest  b^ing  refused,  he  still 
thought  it  his  duty  to  obey  his  ordjers  on  the  footing  on 
which  the  es;peditiop  wa^  planned,  eapeciaUy  as  he  under^ 
atood  his  instructions  were  discretionary,  regarding  the 
pircumstaqces  of  the  time,  the  condition  of  the  place,  and 
the  nature  of  the  service.^     He  recited  the  positive  and 
cre^Ue  intelligeijce  received,  aa  well  before  the  cmbarka^ 
t^bn  a^  d^riil^  the  Yo>'age,  of  the  alarm  given  to  France, 
^  the  preparatio^Q  made  along  the  French  coasts,  from 
Brest  and  St.  Malpes  tQ  Rochefort :  the  accidents  that  kept 
tji^  fl^^t  hpyering  a|png  the  coaats,  and  prevented  the  po6« 
sibility  of  m  attempt  by  slirprise :  the  reports  of  all  the 
g^mlen^en  employed  in  sounding  the  coaats,  so  contrary  to 
*e  in|»}Ug^nce  given  by  Thierry  the  pilot ;  die  opinion  of 
the  council  of  war,  by  which  he  was  enjoined  to  act,  and 
Wth  which  hia  own  judgment  concurred:  the  endeavouri 
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used,  ^ter  the  tw^Al^-sixth,  to  &»d  out  ftone  titptAittit  fo^ 
aonoyiog  the  enemy  and  esiecath)^  hid  itia^jty's  if^trut- 
ti^Evs :  the  attempt  macU;  to  land,  m  ccmftequenee  c^  tki^ f^sd^ 
hition  of  the  aecoiid  council  of  war,  which  wste  pretexted 
by  bointerous  and  stormy  irefitth^r ;  and,  ImAy^  the  r^BtAattn 
that  determined  bim,  hi  concett  wkh  th*e  dd^t  lnhd  6lKeei^^ 
to  return  to  Ettg^and^ 

,^  §  XII*  Having  coniiidered  ail  these  cireil^tfi!StttnCe»,  and 
txamiiie4  several  officers  who  served  m  the  eitpeditiony  th6 
court  of  inquiry  gave  in  the  following  lic^port  to  hia  ma*- 
jesty  :*»-^^  It  appears  to  us,  that  one  cause  of  tk«  ei^peditioii 
having  failed  is,  the  not  attacking  fortFouras  by  seft,at  the 
same  time  that  it  codid  have  been  attatcked  by  tend,  agre6-« 
My  to  tbe  first  de^gn,  which  certainly  must  have  been  of 
the  greatest  utilfty  towards  carrying  your  majesty's  instruc- 
tions into  exe<ttti<».  It  was  at  first  resolved  by  admiral 
Hawke;  (Thierry,  the  pilot,  having  undertaken  the  safe 
conduct  of  a  riiip  to  fort  Fouras  for  that  pur^ae,)  but' 
afterwards  laid  aside,  upon  the  representation  of  vice-admi- 
ral Knowles,  that  the  Barfieur,  the  ship  designed  for  that 
service,  was  agroand,  at  the  distance  of  between  four  and 
five  miles  from  ^the  shore :  but  as  neither  sir  Edward 
Hawke  or  die  pilot  could  attend  to  give  any  information 
upon  that  1^9d,  we  cannot  presume  to  offer  any  certaiA 
opinion  thereupon.  We  conceive  another  cause  of  th6 
fkilure  of  the  expedition  to  have  been,  thaty  instead  6f 
attempting  to  land^  when  the  report  was  receivedv  on  the' 
twenty-fourth  of  September,  from  rear-admiral  Bt!dd^ick, 
and  the  captains  who  had  been  out  Ho  sound  s^ncl  recon- 
noitre, a  council  of^war  was  sumnKMi^  and  held'  on  the 
twenty- fifth,  in  which  it  was  unanimcn^ly  resolved  not  to^ 
land,  as  the  attempt  on  Rochefolt  was^^nelther  advisable  or 
practicable  :  but  it  does  not  *s^>pear  Jto-us  that  there  were 
-then  or  at  any  time  afterwards,  either  a  body  of  troops  or 
batteries  on  shore  suffidiintto^haye  prevented  tbe  attempt-' 
ing  a  desce!j,t,in.putdii{ft|^o£;t^  by 

your  maje8^;neith4:|^^}^f|^^  there  were 

any  reason^  f9^c^nt'tdi^H^4^^  ^^  to  be- 
lieve that  tto#e^f<A*t  was -so^^.S^^  to  its 
strength,  or  pWture  of  defen€e^'•;^ftiB|^^t^^^  Was 
fiiPSt  resolved  on  m  Eng^ttnd^ri^lki^  p^event.^ 
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of  an  artack  Upon  the  place,  in  order  to  bam  and  destroy 
the  docks,  magazines,  arsenals,  and  shipping,  in  obedience 
to  your  majesty^s  command.  And  we^  think  ottrseives 
obliged  to  remark,  in  the  council  of  war  on  the  twenty- 
eighth  of  September,  that  no  reason  could  have  existed 
sufficient  to  prevent  the  attempt  of  landing  the  troops, 
as  the  council  then  unanimously  resolved  to  land  with  all 
possible  despatch.  We  beg  leave  also  to  remark,  that 
after  its  being  unanimously  resolved  to  land,  in  the  council 
of  war  of  the  twenty-eighth  of  September,  the  resolution 
was  taken  of  returning  to  England,  without  any  regular 
or  general  meeting  of  the  said  council:  but^as  the  whole 
operation  was  of  so  inconsiderable  a  nature,  we  do  not 
offer  this  to  your  majesty  as  a  cause  of  the  failure  of  the 
expedition ;  since  we  cannot  but  look  upon  the  expedition 
to  have  failed  from  the  time  the  great  object  of  it  was  laid 
aside  in  the  council  of  war  of  the  twenty-fifth*" 

§  XIII.  This  report,  signed  by  the  general  officers, 
Marlborough,  Sackville,  and  Waldegrave,  probal^y  laid^ 
the  foundation  for  the  court  martial  which  sat  soon  after 
upon  the  conduct  of  the  commander  in  chief  on  the  expe* 
ditiofl.  The  enemies  of  the  minister  made  a  handle  of 
the  miscarriage  to  lessen  him  in  the  esteenvof  the  public, 
by  laying  the  whole  blame  on  hia  forming  a  project  so 
expensive  to  the  nation,  on  intelligence  not  only  slight 
at  the  first  view,  but  false  upon  further  examination.  But 
the  people  were  still  his  advocates ;  they  discerned  some- 
thing mysterious  in  the  whole  conduct  of  the  commi^der 
m  chiefs  They  plainly  perceived  that  caution  took  place 
of  vigour,  and  that  the  hours  for  action  were  spent  in 
delibe^'ations  and  councils  of  war.  Had  he  debarked  the 
troops,  and  made  such  an  attack  as  would  have  distin- 
guished his  courage,  the  voife  of  the  people  would  have 
acquitted  him,  however  unsuccessful,  though  prudence, 
perhaps,  might  have  condemned  him.  Even  Braddock's 
rashness  they  deemed  preftjable  to  Mordaunt's  inactivity; 
the  loss  of  so  many,  brave  lives  was  thought  l€!^s  injurious 
and  disgraceful  to  the  nation,  than* the  too  safe  return  of 
the  present  armament.  The  .one  demonstra{ed  that  the 
British  spirit  still  e^is^ted ; .  the  other  seemed  to  indicate; 
the  too. powerful  influence  of  wealth,  luxury,  an4  those 
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manners  which  tend  to  debaucli  and  emasculate  the  mind. 
A  public  trial  of  the  commander  in  chiel  was  expected  b]^ 
the  people,  and  it  was  graciously  gttmted  by  his  majesty. 
It  is  even  thought  that  sir  John  Mo,rdaunt  himself  de* 
manded  to  have  his  conduct  scrutinized,  by  which  method 
alone  he  was  sensible  his  character  could  be  reestablished* 
His  majesty's  warrant  for  holding  a  court  martial  was 
accordingly  signed  on  the  third  day  of  December.  The 
court  was  composed  of  nine  lieutenant  generab,  nine  major 
generals,  and  three  colonels,  who  sat  on  the  fourteenth, 
and  continued,  by  several  adjournments,  to  the  twentieth. 
Lieutenant  general  sir  John  Mordaunt  came  prispner 
beforie  the  court,  and  the  following  charge  was  exhibited 
against  him:  namely.  That  he  being  appointed  by  the 
king,  commander  in  chief  of  his  majesty's  forces  sent  on 
an  expedition  to  the  coast  of  France,  and  having  received 
orders  and  instructions  relative  thereto  from  his  majesty,  un- 
der his  royal  sign-manual;^nd  also  by  one  of  his  principal 
secretaries  of  state,  had  disobeyed  his  majesty's  said  orders.^ 
and  instructions.  The  proceedings  of  this  court  "were  nearly 
similar  to  those  of  the  court  of  inquiry.  The  same  evi-. 
deuces  were  examined,  with  the  addition  of  sir  Edward 
I^awke's  deposition :  and  a  defence,  differing  in  no  essen^ 
tial  p(Mnt  from  the  former,  made  by  the  prisoner ;  but  the 
judgment  given  was  clear  and  explidit.  Sir  John  Mor- 
daunt was.  unanimously  found  not  guilty,  and  therefore 
acquitted,  while  the  public  opinion  remained  unaltered, 
and  many  persons  inveighed  as  bitterly  against  the  lenity 
of  the  present  court  martial,  as  they  had  formerly  against 
d^e  severity  of  the  sentence  passed  upon  a  late  unfortunate 
admirsd.  The  evidence  of  one  gentleman  in  particular 
drew  attention :  he  was. accused  of  tergiversation,  and  of 
showing  that'*  partial  indulgence  which  his  own  conduct 
required.  He  publicly  defended  his  character:  his  per- 
sformance  was  censured,  and  himself  dismissed  the  service 
of  his  sovereign. 

§  XIV.  Besides  the  diversion  intended  by  a  descent  on 
the  coast  of  France,  several  other  methods  were  employed 
to  amuse  the  enemy,  as  well  as  to  protect  the  trade  of  the 
kingdom,  secure  our  colonies  in  the  West  Indies,  and  insure 
the  continuance  '  of  the  extraordinary  success  which  had 
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lately  blessed  his  majesty's  arms  in  the  East  Indies ;  bttc 
these  we  could  not  mention  before  without  breaking  the 
thread  of  our  narration.  On  die  ninth  of  Pebmary  admiral 
West  sailed  with  a  squadron  of  men  of  ^  war  to  the  west* 
ward,  as  did  admiral  Coates  with  the  fleet  under  his  convoy 
to  the  West  Indies,  and  commodore  Steevens  with  the  trade 
to  the  East  Indies,  in  the  mon^  of  March,  Adintral 
Holboum  and  commodore  Holms,  with  eleven  ships  of  the 
line,  a  ftreship,  bombketch,  and  fifty  transports,  sailed  from 
St.  Helen's  for  America  in  April.  The  admiral  had  on  board 
six  thousand  two  hundred 'effective  men,  exclusive  of  officers^ 
under  the  command  of  general  Hopsoa,  assisted  by  lord 
Charles  Hay.  In  May,  admiral  Osborne,  who  had  been 
forced  back  to  Plymouth  with  his  squadmn  by  stress  of 
weather,  set  sail  for  the  Mediterranean,  as  did  two  ships  of 
war  sent  to  convoy  the  American  trade. 

$  XV.  In  the  mean  time,  the  privateers  fitted  out  by 
|»*tvate  merchants  and  societies  greatly  annoyed  the  French 
conimerce.  The  Antigallican,  a  private  s|iip  of  war^  aquip«> 
ped  by  a  society  of  men  who  assumed  that  name,  took  the 
duke  de  Penthievre  Indiaman  off  the  port  of  Corunna,  and 
csuried  her  into  Cadiz.  Hie  prizie  was  estimated  worth 
two  hundred  thousand  pounds,  and  immediate  application 
was  made  by  Prance  to  the  court  of  Spain  for  restituticm, 
while  the  proprietors  of  Ae  AntigaiHcan  were-  sqaaadefing 
in  mirth,  festivity,  and  riot,  the  imaginary  weslth  so  easily 
and  unexpectedly  acquired.  Such  were  the  remonstrances 
made  to  his  catholic  majesty  with  respect  to  the  iMegality 
of  the  prize,  which  the  French  East  India  compsmy  asserted 
was  taken  within  shot  of  a  neittral  port,  diat  the  Fendiievre 
was  first  violently  wrested  out  of  the  hands  of  the  eapt(»*Sy 
then  detained  as  a  deposit,  with  sealed  hatches,  sutd  a 
Spanish  guard  on  board,  tiU  the  claims  of  both  parties 
could  be  examined,  and  at  last  adjudged  to  be  an  ifleg^d 
capture,  and  consequently  restored  to  the  French,  to  the 
great  disappointment  of  the  owners  of  the  privateer.  Be- 
sides the  success  which  attended  a  great  number  of  is^ther 
privateers,  the  lords  of  the  admiralty  published  a  list  of 
above  thirty  ships  of  war  and  privateers  takein  from  the 
enemy,  in  the  space  of  four  months,  by  the  Engliflii  sioops 
and  ships  of  war,  exclusive  of  the  duke  d' A^uitaioe  india^ 


v$9n^  now  fin«4  <l^t  a«  a  stiii^.of  wmt,  taken  by  the  Eag^ 
iii4  Medw^y ;  th^  Pondich^rry  Indiaman,  valued  at  pne 
)l.il9d^e4  .apd  ^ifty  thousand  pound^i  taken  by  the  Dover 
m^.  of  war  i  and  above  91^  privateers  brought  into  port  by 
tl^e  diUg^ftt  and  brave  captain  Lockhari,  for  which. ^e  was 
^fiour^d  with  a  variety  of  present?  of  platt  by  several 
(Corporations,  m  testia^ony  of  their  esteem  and  regard. 
This  rutt  <)f  good  fortune  wa^  not,  however,  without 
ftom^  r^tributioix  o^  l^e  side  of  ihe  enemy,  who,"  #ut  of 
lw^iity*Qn9  shipSt  homewardbound  from  Carolina,  ntade 
jpri^e  of  nii^te^n,  whence  th^  nterchants  ^sustained  consid- 
Qrab^js  damage,  and  a  great  quantity  of  valuable  commod- 
ities,, indigo  in  particular,  was  lost  to  this  country. 

$  HVh  Notwithstanding  thie  large  imports  of  grain. 
lron\  different  parts  of  £urope  aiad  America,  the  artifice 
fiif  efigroaaers  atiU  kept  up  the  price  of  com.     Se  incensed 
were  the  populace  at  the  iniquitous  combinations  entered 
into  to  frustrate  the  endeavours  of  the  legislature,  and  to 
oppress  the  poor,  that  they  rose  in  a  tumultuous  manner  in 
several  counties^  sometiaies  to  the  number  of  five  or  six 
Aousaiod,  amd  aei^ed  upon  the  grain  brought  to  market. 
Nor  waA  it  indeed  to  be.  wondered  at,  considering  the  dis- 
tress to  which  many  persons  were  reduced.     The  difficulty 
of  obtainiog  the  neqessaries  of  life  raised  the  price  of  labour 
s^  $h^  moat  unseaAOOable  time,  when  all  manufacturers  were 
9vevato>cked  for  want  of  a  proper  market,  which  obliged 
them   to  dismiss  above  half  ^e  hands  before  employod. 
Bence  arose  the  most '  pitiable  condition  of  several  thou- 
aaads  of  useful  industrious  sul^ects ;  a  calamity  attended 
only  with  one  advantage  to  the  public,  namely,  the  facility 
w^h  which,  recruits   were  raised  for  his  majesty's    ser- 
vice.    At  last  the  plentiful  crops  with  which  it  pleased 
Providence    to    bless    these    kingdoms,     the   prodigious 
quantities  of  .corn  imported  from  foreign  countries,  and 
Ae  wise  mesusures  of  the  legislature  broke  all  the  villanous 
schemes  set  on  foot  by  the  fores tallers  and  engrossers,  and 
reduced  the  price  of  corn  to  the  usual  standard.     The  pub- 
lic joy  on  this  event  waa.  greatly  augmented  by  the  safa 
arrival  of  the  fleet  from  the  Leeward  Islands,  consisting  of 
ninety-two  sail,  and  of  the  straits,  fle^t,  esteemed  worth 
three  millions  sterling^  whereby  the  silk  manufacturers  in 
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particular,  were  again  employed  and  their  distresses  re* 
liev^d.     About   the   same  time  the   India  Company  was 
highly  elated  with  the  joyful  account  of  the  safe  arrival 
and  spirited  conduct  of  three  of  their  captains,  attacked  in 
their  passage  homeward  by  two  French  men  of  war,  one  pf 
sixty-four,  the  other  of  twenty-six  guns.     After   a  warm 
engagement,  which  continued  for  three  hours,  they  obliged 
the  French  ships  to  sheer  of,  with  scarce  any  loss  .on  thek 
own  tide.     When  the  engagement  began,  the  tap^ains  had 
promised  a  reward  of  a  thousand  pounds  to  the  crews,  by 
way  of   incitement  to   their  valour;    and   the   con^any 
doubled  the  sum,  in  recompense  of  their  fidelity  and  cou- 
rage.    His   majesty  having  taken  into  consideration   the 
incredible  damage   sustained  by  the    commerce  of   these 
kingdoms,  for  want  of  proper  harbours  and  forts  on  the 
western  coast  to  receive,  and  protect  merchantmen,  was 
graciously   pleased  to  order,  that   a  temporary    security 
should  be  provided  for  the  shipping  which  might  touch  at 
Milford  haven,  until  the  fortifications  voted  in  the  parUa** 
ment  could  be  erected.     How  far  his  majesty^s  directions 
were  complied  with,  the  number  of  merchant  ships  taken 
by   the   enemy's   privateers   upon   that   coast  sufficiently 
indicated. 

$  XVII.  Whatever  reasonsv  the  government  had  to 
expect  the  campaign  should  be  vigorously,  pushed  in  Ame- 
rica, almost  every  circumstance  turned  out  contrary  to 
e3^>ectation.  Not  all  the  endeavours  of  the  earl  of  Lou- 
doun to  quiet  the  dissensions  among  the  different  provinces, 
and  to  establish  unanimity  aod  harmony,  could  prevail. 
Circumstances  required  that  he  should  act  the  part  of  a 
mediator,  ip  order  to  raise  the  necessary  sunplies  for  pro- 
secuting the  war,  without  which  ir  was  impossible  he 
could  appear  in  the  character  of  a  general.  The  enemy  in 
*  the  mean  time,  were  pursuing  the  blow  given  at  OswegOi 
and  taking  advantage  of  the  distraction  that  appeared  in 
the  British  councils.  By  their  successes  in  the  preceding 
campaign,  they  remained  masters  of  all  the  lakes.  Hence 
they  were  furnished  with  the  means  of  practising  on  the 
Indians  in  all  the  difiPerent  districts,  and  obliging  them,  by 
rewards,  proi|iises,  and  menaces,  to  act  in  their  fayoufr 
Every  accession  to  their  strengdi  w^s  a^re&l  diminution  of 


/ 
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thftt  of  die  British  comtnstnder  i  but  th«ii  th«  igiidf  dti&e  ot* 
{^asilUnimity  of  tome  of  th^  inferior  ofScers  in  our  bdck 
aettletn'efits  was,  in  effect,  more  Ikfdeiicial-  Id  the  enemy 
than  all  the  vigibi'iice  and  activity  of  Montcalm*  In  cOh- 
aequence  of  the  »hameful  loss  Of  Oswego,  they  t^olnntarUy 
abandoned  to  the  niercy  of  the  French  general  the  whole 
tcmtitry  of  the  Five  Nations,  the  only  body  of  Indians  whb 
IhkI  inviolably  petfbrmed  their  engagements,  or  indeed 
Who  had  preserved  any  sincere  regard  for  the  British 
liovemment.  The  'c<»mmunicaeion  with  these  faithflft 
^lies  was  now  eat  off,  by  the  impfodent  demolition  of  the 
forts  we  possessed  at  the  great  carryingplace*  A  strong 
fort,  indeed,  was  built  at  Winchester,  arid  called  Pott  Lo^ 
doun,  after  the  commander  in  chief  and  four  hundred 
^Cherokee  Indians  joined  the  English  at  fort  Cumberlatid  : 
but  this  reinforcement  by  no  means  counterbalaneed  th^ 
losses  sustaihed  in  consequence  of  our  having  imprudedti^ 
stopped  up  Wood  creek,  and  filled  it  with  logs.  Erv^t^ 
person,  the  least  acquainted  with  the  country,  readily'  peY^ 
ceived  the  weakness  of  these  measerres,  by  which  Out* 
whole  frontier  was  left  open  and  exposed  to  the  irruption 
of  the  savagpes  itt  the  French  interest,  who  would  notf  faM 
to  pit)  fit  by  our  blunders,  too  notorious  to  escape  thenl^ 
By  the  removal  of  these  barriers,  a  path  was  opened  to 
our  fine  settlements  on  those  grounds  called  the  German 
Flats,  and  along  the  Mohawk's  i^iver  whicli  the  eneniy  d^ 
stroyed  with  fire  and  sword  before  the  end  of  the  campaign. 

§  XVIII.  In  the  mean  time,  lord  Loudonn  was  taking 
th6  most  effectual  steps  to  unite  the  provinces,  and  raise  a 
force  sufficient  to  give  some  decisive  Mow".  *fik  attack 
on  Crown  Point,  which  had  been  so  long  meditaKed,  #dd 
laid  aside,  as  of  less  importance  than  the  intended  expe^- 
tion  to  Louisbourg,  now  substituted  in  its  place,  aiid 
undoubtedly  a  more  considerable  object  in  itself.  AdMtftf 
Holboum  arrived  at  Halifax,  with  the  squadron  and'  t9*ans>- 
ports  under  his  command,  on  the  hmth  of  July  ;  afnd  it  w^ 
his  lordship's  intention  to  repaii^  thither  with  aM  posm%te 
diKgence,  in  order  to  take  upon  him  the  command  Of  th^ 
expedition  ;  but  a  variety  of  accidents  interpbsed..  Ft  was 
with  the  utmost  difficulty  he  at  length  assembled  a-  body  Of 
six  thousand  men,  wkh  which  he  inscaiitfy  began^Vis  mfarch 
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to  join  the  troops  lately  arrived  from  Eii|^iid*     Wkeii-.tiw 
junction  was  effected,  the  whole  forces  amounted  to  twdiw 
thousand  men ;  an   army  that  raised  great   ezpectatioBB* 
Immediately  some  small  vessels  were  sent  out  to  exanmie 
and  reconnoitre  the  condition  of  the  enemy,  and  the  intern- 
mediate  time  was  employed  in  cmbat^ing  the  troops,  as 
flDon  as  the  transports  arrived.     The  return  of  the  scotiu 
toudly  altered  the   face  of  affairs :  they  brought,  the  UU'* 
welcome  news,  that  M*  de  Bois  de  la  Mothe,  who  sailed  in 
the  month  of  May  from  Brest  with  a  large  fleet  of  slups 
of  war  and  transports,  was  now  safe  at  anchor  in  the  har- 
bour of  Louisbourg.     Their  intelligence  was  supported  l^* 
the  testimony  of  several  deserters ;  yet  it  still  wanted  con* 
firmation,  and  many  persons  believed  their  account  of  the 
enemy's  strength  greatly  magnified.     Such  advices,  how- 
ever^  could  not  but  occasion  extraordinary  fluctuaticms  in 
the  councils  of  war  at  Halifax.     Some  were  for  setting 
aside  all  thoughts  of  the  expedition  for  that  season ;  while 
others,  more  warm  in  their  dispositions,  and  sanguine  in 
their  expectations,  were  for  prosecuting  it  with  vigour,  in 
•pitse  of  all  dangers  and  difficulties.     Their  disputes  were 
carried  on  with  great  vehemence,  when  a  packet  bound 
from   Louisbourg  for  France,   was   taken   by  one   of  the 
English  ships  stationed  at  Newfoundland.    She  bad  letters 
pn  board  which  put  the  enemy's  superiority  bey<Hid  all 
doubt,  at  least  by  sea.     It  clearly  appeared,  there  were  at 
that  time  in  Louisbourg  six  thousand  regular  troops,  three 
thousand  natives,  and  one  thousand  three  hundred  Indians, 
with  seventeen  ships  of  the  line,  and  three  frigates  moored 
in  the  harbour;  that  the  place  was  well  supplied  with  am* 
munition,  provision,  and  every  kind  of  military   sttH-es; 
and   that  the   enemy   wished  for  nothing  more  than  an 
attack,  which  it  was  probable  would  terminate  to  the  dis- 
grace  of  the  assailants,  and   ruin  of   the   British  afiatrs 
in  America.     The  commanders  at  Halifax  were  fully  ap* 
prized  of  the  consequences  of  an  unsuccessful  attempt ;  it 
was,  therefore,  almost  unanimously  resolved  to  postpone 
the    expedition   to    some   more    convenient    opportunity, 
especially  as  the  season  was  now  far  advanced,  which  alone 
would  be  sufficient  to  frustrate  their  endeavours,  and  render 
the-eiiterprise  abortiy^.     This  resolution  seems,  indeed)  to 


hmvM  beeai  the  nost  elifihlja  <m  ^ir .  emrumtteaces,  what- 
Qiwer  coottlniGtkms  m^t  aftemrai'db  be  f  iven,  with  inten- 
tm  tsi  prejudice  the  publie  agakiet  ihe  covunuuder  ia 

^  XIX*  Lord  Lott&usi*8  dflfaniire  from  New  Y<Mrkt 
With  idl  the  lo»ce»  he  9r«0  able  to  eoUeet,  aff(N?ded  die  nu^^ 
({uk  de  McH^cafan  the  fatreat  oceasioii  of  uApix>viag  thm 
ancceases  c^  the  fenner  <:ampaigQ«  That  g^Hieral  had,  ipi. 
ike  :¥eiy  eommeooeflieat  of  the  season,  made  tbvee  diffiNretit 
afetaeks  ea  £»rt  Wiltiam  Henry,  in  all  of  which  he  was 
repuhttd  by  Ae  vtgour  and  Fesolution  of  the  i^rrison.  Bat 
his  cbaappoiiMstiit,  here  was  balanced  by  an,adv«itage 
guned  by  apartjr  of  regnho^  and  Indiana  at  Ticoadsroga* 
Ck^lonel  |dMi  PaH4ter,  wiA  a  detachment  of  near  four  hun? 
dred  men,  wait  by  water,  in  wluile  and  bay  boats,  to  attack 
tile  enemy's  advanced  guard  at  that  place.  Landing  at 
Dig^t  on  an  island,  he  sent  before  dawn  three  boats  to  the 
nain  land,  which  the  enemy  waylaid  and  took*  Havi^ 
ptocttt«d  die  aeeessaiy  inteiUgetK:e  from  the  prisoners  of 
the  cdbnel's  designs,  they  contrived  their  measures,. placed 
three  hmidied  men  in  unbush  behind  the  point  where  he. 
proposed  Umdiag,  and  sent  three  bal^eaux  to  the  ip^ce  of 
rs^dezvoiis.  ColondL  Parker  misudci»g  dieae  for  his  p,wn 
boats,  fci^rly  put  to  shcire,  was  surrpuodad  by  the  enemyi. 
reinforced  with  four  hui^dred  men,  and  attacked  with  sucl^ 
impetuosity,  that  of  the  whole  detachment,  only  twQ  officera 
and .  seventy  V  private  men  esoiped.  Flushed  with  this 
advantage,  smimated  by  the  absence  of  the  British  co^-. 
nmnder  in  chief,  ^n  at  Halifax,  smd  fired  with  a  desire  to 
revenge* the  disgrace  he  had  lately  sustained  before  fort 
Henry,  Montcalm  dreiv  toge^r  all  his  forces,  with  inten*' 
don  to  lay  siege  to  diat  place.  Fort  William  Henry  stands 
on  the  southern  coast  of  lake  George;  it  was  built  with. a 
uiew  to  protect  and  cover  the  frontiers  of  the  English  colo- 
nies, as  weU  as  to  command  the  lake :  the  fortifications 
were  good,  defended  by  a  garrison  of  near  three  thousanft 
men,  and  covered  by  a«  army  of  four  thousand,  under  the. 
conduct  of  general  Webb,  posted  at  no  great  distance. 
When  the  marquis  -  de  Montcalm  had  assembled  all  the^ 
forces  at  Crown  Point,  Ticonderoga,  and  the  adjacent  po8tS|, 
together  with  a  con^lfderabtebody  of  Canadians  and  IndtaaSi 
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aMotiatisg  in  the  wh<^  to  near  tm  tknosand  mttty  he 
marched  directly  to  the  fort«  made  hit  approikehes^*  aftd  begui 
to  batter  it  with  a  numerona  train  of  artillery.  On  the  vairy 
day  be  invested  the  place^  he  sent  a  ktter  to  colonel  Mon- 
roy  the  goTemm*!  telUng.  him,  he  thonfi^t  himself  obliged^ 
ki  homaaity 1 1»  desire  he  would  si^reoder  the  i^x^  and  not 
provoke  the  great  nomhcr  of  savages  in  the  French  array 
l^  a  vain  resisianae.  ^^  A  detaahment^frfyovr  garrison  bar 
^^  lately/'  says  he^  ^S  eiqierieneed  their  cruelty ;  I  have  al 
^^  yet  in  my  power  to  retrain  them,  and  oblige  diem  to 
^  observe  a  capitulation,  as  none  of  them  bttheito  mre  killed. 
^  Your  p«*sisting  in  the  defease  of  your  fcHt^can  only  retard 
^^  its  fate  a  few  days,  and  vaMt  of  necessity  eoqMiee,  an  ualor* 
^^  ttmate  ganriscm,  who  can  pomiUy  receive  no  mKef,  con- 
^^  sidering  the  precautions  taken  to  prevent  it.  I  demand 
^  a  decisive  answei^,  for  which  purpose  I  hav^e  sent  the  Sienr 
^'  Funtbrune  one  of  my  aides-du<*camp.  You  aoay  credit 
^^  what  he  will  inform  you  of,  from  Montcdbu"  Gen^at 
Webb  beheld  his  preparations  with  anindtfferenee  aiml  secu*' 
ri^  bordering  on  infatuation.  It  ia  credibly  repMted,that 
ha  had  private  intelligence  of  ail  the  French  genend^i 
designs  and  motions ;  yet,  eidier  de^imng  h»  ^srengib,  or 
discrediting  the  information,  he  neglected  coUeetin^  the 
militia  in  time,  which,  in  conjunction  with  his  own  forces^ 
would  probaUy  have  obliged  Montcalm  to  rettociutah  ^dxt 
attempt,  or,  at  leasts  have  rendered  his  success  very  dc»ibt« 
ful  and  hazardous.  The  enemy  meeting  with  no  ihxxm* 
bance  from  the  quiarter  they  most  dreaded,  prosecuted  the 
si^ge  with  vigour,  and  were  warmly  received  by  the  gani> 
son,  who  fired  with  great  spirit  till  they  had  bm^  ahnost 
all  their  cannon,  and  expended  their  ammuaition.  Neith^ 
Montcalm's  promises  or  threat^  could  prev^l  upon  them  to 
^rrender  while  they  weVe  in  a  condition  to  deifend  them* 
selves,  or  could  reasonsibly  expect  assistance  from  gen^ual 
Webb.  They  even  persisted  to  hold  out  after  prndence 
Jietated  they  ought  to  surrender.  Colonel  Monro  was 
sensible  of  the  importance  of  his  charge,  and  imagined  that 
generid  Webb,  though  slow  in  his  motions,  would  surely 
make  some  vigorous  efforts  either  to  raise  the  riege,  or  force 
a  supply  of  ammunition,  provision,  and  other  neceasaries, 
\3^  Af  |«aTis0m.     At  length  neccssMp  irixliged  faimynAer 


suftltMiOg  *%  MugB  fiesoBi  the  third  to  the  m^.daf  of  Ai|p 
fHiti  to  hftug  ^Hit  A  flAgi  of  tinic«,  which.  wj»  immeij^^F 
.aiwwrgiffii  l^y  the  FneMh  cooMMmder*     Ho^ti^s   wew 
eMhm^Bdt  nA  avikles  of  mpkukitkiii  tigoed  by  both  paiw 
tm«     II;  was  ^^kmA^  Ihul  die  gMriiaon  4if  fort  WiUtMi 
Hmr^t^Hi  th^  tfoi^  i  a  the  r«tiii»died  i»ii^  shoiild  n^^ 
o«ijt vi^  tb«ir  um%^  the  b»gg*g*  o£dke  oficci^  and  aoldi«f«i 
Mid  nU  tte  imvd  MoisfliweiM  of  war,  «i«iurtod  bf  a  detach* 
nusat  ctf  JFi'sach  trooptf  a«d  inlorfMreteiv  atta^ed  tf»  the 
•avagas ;  that  ^  9^0  of  tha  £Nt  afaoald  ba  deltvared  to^ 
tba  tiwfopa  of  the  noat  dinttian  khig^  iaaaaediataly  after 
ftigiitiig  the  cafitnlation ;  aad.tha  MBreoM^hed  camp,  on  the 
da(Hurtiu?e  of  die  British  foveea  i  that  the  artUkry,  varlike 
taareti  proniaioay  and  ia  geaend  every .  thing,  e»rfit  the 
^aftect%»of  toMieas  and  offi^era,  ahoidd,  ufMMi  hoooiir,  be 
delivered  to  the  French  troopa ;  for  which  purfioae  it  waa 
agreed  there  abotUd  be  deUvared,  with  the  oapitulatian,  an 
mwtte%  tovenK^y  of  the  atores,  and  other  parttcnUrs  apecifi-^ 
ad  I  that  the  garrisoii  of  the  .fort,  and  the. troops  to  tile 
fetreochmafit  and  depeodenci^,  should  not  sarve  fer^the 
^|»€e  of  eif^en  months,  from  the  date  of  the  d^itidptmi^ 
agataat  his  most  christian  majesty,  or  hia  allies :  that  ^ith 
the  ci^ttalatioa  there  should  be  delivered  an  exact  ataie  0f 
the  ta^ops,  specifying  the  names  of  the  officers,  eng^aeeia,. 
artillery  men,  commissaries,  and  idl  employed :  that  the 
offiea»  ai^  soldiers,  Canadians,  women  and  sava|^s,.made 
prisoners  by  land  since  the  oommencement  of  the  war  in 
North  America,  should  be  delivered  ia  the  space  of  three 
aaoniha  at  Carillon  $  in  return  for  whom  an  e^ual  number 
«f 'the  garrison  of  fort  William  Henry  should  be  capacitated 
to  serve  agreeably  to  the  return  given  by  the  English  ofi« 
cer,  and  the  receipt  of  the  French  commanding  officers,  of 
the  prisoners  so  delivered :  that  an  officer  should  remain  hm. 
an  hostage,  till  the  safe  return  of  the  escort  sent  wi^'  the 
troops  of  his  Britannic  majesty :  that  the  sick  and  wound- 
ed, not  in  a  condition  to  be  transported  to  fyrt  £dward^ 
should  remain  under  the  protection  of  the  marq^uis  de  Mont- 
calm; who   engaged   to   use   them   with  tenderness  and 
humanity,  and  to  return  them* as  soon  as  recovered:  that 
provision  for  two  days  should  be  issued  out  for  the  Brittaii 
troops :  that  in  t^imony  of  his  Mteem  and  respect  for 
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oskmel  Monro  «id  his  garmon,  on  ajeeoiait  of  then*  gattrac 
defence,  ihe  mtrqnti  de  Montcalm  riiotdd  retuni  om  €«»<« 
9&n,  a  six  pounder.     Whedier  the  nian|iiis  de  TiTfrntralw 
was  realty  assiduous  to  have  these  aitkks  pnuGt^udlf  exe^ 
cnted  we  eannot~ pretend  to  determine;  but  oertasa  it  is; 
they  were  peHkUously  br«ice,  in  idnnet  every  install 
'Hie  savages  in  the  Frendi  intetoat  eidier  paid  no  reganl  tt 
the  capitulation,  or  were  permitled,  from  views  of  poU^^ 
to  act  the  most  treacherous,  inhumsm,  and  mstdious  part. 
They  fell  upon  the  British  troops  as  they  aaarchtd  out,  des- 
poiled them  of  their  few  remamii^  effects,  .^dragged  the 
Indians  in  die  English  service  otrt  of  thehr  ranks,  and  ai»as- 
stnatefd  th^m  with  circumstances  of  unheard  of  barbari^. 
Some  British  soldiers,  with  their  wives  and  eyicbpen,  are 
said  to  have  been  savagely  murdered  by  those  brutal  Indiaaa, 
whose  ferocity  the  French  commander  could  not  eff^tuaUy 
restrain*     The  greater  part  of  the  English  garrison,  how- 
ever, arrived  at  fort  Edward,  under  the~  protection  of  Ae 
French  escon.     Ilie  enemy  demolished  the  fort,  carried 
off  the  effects,  provision,  artillery,  land  every  thing  else  left 
by  the  garrison,  together^  with  ^e  vessels  preserved  in  the 
lak&,  and  departed,  without  pursuing  their  success  by  any 
other  attempt.     Thus  ended  the  third  campaign  in  Amerlr 
ca,  where,  with  an  evident  superiority  over  the  enemy,  an  * 
army  of  twenty  thousand  regular  troops,  a  great  number  of 
provincial  forces,  and  a  prodigious  naval  power,  noteless 
than  twenty  ships  of  the  4ine,  we  abandoned  our  allies, 
exposed  our  people,  suffered  them  to  be  cruelly  massaci^d 
in  sight  of  our  troops,  and  relinquished  a  large  and  vahiaUe 
tract  of  country,  to  the  eternal  reproach  and  disgrace  of  the 
British  name. 

$  XX.  As  to  the  naval  transactions  in  this  country, 
though  less  infiamous,  they  were  not  less  unfortunate.  Imme- 
diately on  lord  Loudoun's  departure  from  Halifax^  admiral 
Holbourn,  now  freed  from  the  care  of  the  transports,  set 
sail  for  Louisbourg,  with  fifteen  ships  of  the  line,  one  ship 
of  fifty  guns,  three  small  frigates,  and  a  fireship.  Whkt 
the  object  of  this  cruise  might  have  been  can  only  b^^con- 
jectured.  Some  imagine  curiosity  was  the  admiral's  sole 
motive,  and  the  desire  of  informing  himself  with  certainty 
of  the  enemy's  strength,  while  others  persuade  themselves 


Am  he  irn  in  bi^s  of\dmmRg  M.  iltt  ki.Miillie  to:«ii 
jgbgi^jaDept^  mtiwithttendtog  knt  rapertorky  in  ^umbt r  of 
Mfs  atild  weight  of  metal.  *  Be  this  as  it  may,  the  Bri^th 
squjKlron  qsfieai^  off  Loubbourg  on  die  twentietli  day-  of 
August,  and  a^voadtingwitlitii*:  two-mites  of  the  batteri^, 
a»ir:the  FreiK^  adtitoil  nftke^  tho  signal  ^  uomoclr^  Mr* 
Hd^nm  was  greatly  infimor  Hi  sioftmgth,  and  it  is  ohvtons 
lilat  his  design  was  not  to  fight  the  enemy^  as  l)e 'iaante- 
diatety  made  Ae  best  of  his  way  to  Hdifax«  About  the 
middle  of  September,  being  reinforced  with  four^  ships  of 
liie  line,  he  again  proceeded  to  Lottisbourg;  probably  with 
intention,  if  posflible,  to  draw  the  enemy  to  an  ^gagement ; 
bnt  he  found  de  la  Mothe  tx>o  prudent  4o  hazard  an.unne^ 
oesaary  battle,  the  loss  of  which  would  have  gre^y  ex* 
posed  alt  the  French  colonies.  Here  the  English  squadron 
contitiued  cruising  until  the  twenty-fifth,  when  they  wore 
overtaken  by  a  terrible  storm  from  the  southwards  When 
the  hurricane  began,  the  fleet  were  about  for^  leagues  dts« 
tant  firom  Louisbourg:  but  were  driven  in  twelve  ^  hours, 
within  two  males  of  the  rocks  and  breakers  on  that  coaat, 
when  the  wind  providentially  sbifted.  The  shipTiKhnry 
was  wrecked  upon  the  rocks,  and  half  her  crew  drowned* 
Eleven  ships  were  dismasted,  others  threw  thcFir  guns 
averboard,  and  all  returned  in  a  ver}'^  shattered  condition  lo 
Bnglandf.  at  a  very  unfavourable  season  of  the  year.  In 
this  manner  ended  the  expedition  to.  Louisbourg,  more 
unfortunate  to  the*  nation  than  the  preceding  designs  upon 
Rochefort ;  kss  disgraceful  to  the  commanders^  but  equally 
the  occasion  of  ridicule  and  triumph  to  our  enemies*  In-* 
deed,  the  unhappy  consequences  of  the  poljttcal  disputes  at 
home,  the  instability  of  the  administtaticm,  and  the  frequent 
revolutions  in  our  councils,  were  strongly  manifested  by 
that  languor  infused  into  all  our  military  operations,  and 
general  unsteadiness  in  our  pursuits*  Faction,  in  the  mother 
country,  produced  divisions  and  misconduct  in  the  colonies. 
No  ambition  to  signalize  themselves  appeared  among  the 
officers,  from  the  uncertainty  whether  their  services  were 
to  be  rewarded  or  condemned.  Their  attachment  to.  par* 
ticular  persons,  weakened  the  love  they  ought'  to  have 
entertained  for  their  country  in  general,  and  destroyed  that 
spirit  of  enterprise,  that  firmness  and  resolution  which  con* 


Mtjr,  jcMned  to  iIm  «M«t  oMomiftiUt  inngtiyy  csb 
Mdihig. 

$  XXL  The  PivBcii  kiii|^  not  ooif  exerted  Irfnefif 
against  the  Eoglith  m  Amerieft,  bat  eres  eitteuded  hk 
operations  to  tb^  sculeisents  m  Atffiea,  /iHridi  he  sent  CMie 
of  his  naval  coomaodets,  mA  a  snMdl  sqtiainMi,  to  tedncew 
This  gendemaii,  whose  name  was  Kersin,  had  scoured  the 
coast  of  Guinea,  «id  made  prtae  erf  seversd  EngliA  trwiing 
ships :  but  hit  ehief  aim  was  to  reduce  the  castle  of  Cape* 
coast,  of  whidi  had  he  gained  possession,  Ae  odier  subor- 
dinate  forts  would  have  submitted  witiM^ut  opposMon. 
When  Mr.  Bell,  the  governor  of  this  castle,  received 
intelligence  that  Mr.  de  Kersin  was  a  few  teagues  to  wind- 
ward, and  certainly  intended  to  attack  Capecoast,  his  whole 
garrison  did  not  exceed  ^rty  whhe  men,  e»:lustve  .^  a 
few  mulatto  soldiers :  his  stock  of  ammunitioa  was  reduced 
to  half  a  barrel  of  gunpowder;  and  his  fortifications  were 
90  crazy  and  inconsiderable,  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  best 
^Bisgineers,  they  cotdd  not  have  sustained  for  twenty  mkiutes 
ithe  fire  of  one  great  ship,  had  it  been  properly  dh-ected  and 
maintained*  In  these  circumstances,  few  people  wouki 
have  dreamed  of  making  any  preparation  for  defence ;:  but 
Mr.  Bell  entertained  other  sentiments,  and  acquitted  him- 
self with  equal  courage  and  discretion*  Be  forthwidi 
procured  a  supply  of  gunpowder,  and  a  reinfareement  of 
iSbout  fifty  men,  from  certain  trading  vessels  that  happened 
to  be  upon  that  part  of  the  coast.  He  mountsed  seme  spare 
cannon  upon  an  occasional  battery,  and  assemUing  a  bd^y 
of  twelve  hundred  negroes.  Well  armed,  under  the  com<- 
mand  of  their  chief,  on  whcMie  attachment  he  could  depend, 
and  ordered  them  to  take  post  at  the  place  where  he  appre- 
hended the  enemy  would  attempt  a  landing*  These  pre- 
cautions were  hardly  taken,  when  the -French  squadron, 
consisting  of  two  ships  of  the  line  and  a  large  frigate 
appeared,  and  in  a  litde  time  their  attack  began ;  but  they 
met  with  such  a  warm  reception,  that  in  kss  than  two 
hours  they  desisted,  leaving  the  castle  very  little  damaged, 
and  immediately  made  sail  fcA*  the  West  Indies,  very  much 
to  the  disappointment  and  mortification  of  the  Dutch 
officers  belonging  to  the  fort  of  Elmina,  in  the  same  neigh- 


boarheod,  who  tamie  no  sciriiple  of  exfiresfting  ttieiir  irUhe^ 
I^Micly  in  favour  of  the  French  commodore,  'and  at  a 
diatanee  viewed  the  engagement  with  the  tnost  psirttal 
tmgMmn^M  and  impatience*  M4  de  Kersin  was  generally 
blanndi  for  hia  want  of  conduct  and  resolution  in  this 
altamfUr:  but* he  is  said  to  have  been  deceived  in  his  opinion 
of  the  real  state  of  Capecoast  castle^  by  the  vigorous  and 
resolute  exertions  of  the  governor,  and  was  apprehen&ive  of 
losing  a  mast  in  the  engagement;  a  loss  which  he  could 
not  have  repaired  on  the  whole  coast  of  African  Had  th^ 
fort  of  Capecoast  been  reduced  on  this  occasion,  in  idl 
probainlity  every  petty  republic  of  the  negroes,  settled 
under  the  protection  of  the  forts  on  the  Goldcoast  would 
have-  revolted  from  the  British  interest:  for  while  the 
French  squadron,  in  their  progress  along  shore,  hovered  in 
the  offing  at  Annamaboe,  an  English  settlement  a  few 
leagues  to  leeward  of  Capecoast,  John  Corrantee,  the  cabo^ 
ceiro,  chief  magistrate  and  general  of  the  blacks  on  that 
part  of  the  coast,  whose  adopted  son  had  a  few  years  before 
been  caressed,  and  even  treated  as  a ,  prince  in  Eng^and^ 
taking  it  for  granted  that  this  enterprise  of  the  French  ' 
would  be  attended  with  success,  ^actuaJly  ^ent  some  of  his 
dependents,  with  a  present  of  refreshments  f<Mr  their  com** 
modore;  the  delivery  of  which,  however,  was  prevented 
by  Mr.  Brew,  the  English  chief  of  the  fort,  who  shattered 
in^  pieces  the  canoe  before  it  could  be  launched,  and  threat-* 
ened  with  his  cannon  to  level  the  black  town  with  the  dust* 
The  caboceiro,  though  thus  anticipated  in'  his  design,  re^ 
solved  to  l^^«  among  the  first  who  should  compliment  M.  de 
Kersin  on  his  victory  at  Capecoast  i  and,  with  this  view, 
prepared  an  embassy  or  deputation  to  go  there  by  land; 
but  undersunding  that  the  French  had  failed  in  their 
attempt,  he  shifted  his  design,  without  the  least  hesitation, 
and  despatched  the  same  embassy  to  Mr*  Bell,  whom  be^ 
congratulated  on  his  victory,  assuring  him  he  had  kept  his 
men  ready  armed  to  march  at  th^  first  summons  to  his 
assistance* 

$  XXII.  In  the  East  Indies  the  scene  was  changed 
greatly  to  the  honour  and  advantage  of  Great  Britain- 
There  the  commanders  acted  with  that  harmony,  spirit,,  and 
unanimity  becomiog«Brit9ns,  zealous  for  the  credit  of  their 
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king  imt  ihe  u>t«mii  •£  th«ir  ewndry*     W«  k&  fidMi»l 

V€fige  ^  i:riMl  trag^dx  «rt«4  upen  thoir  oouotryinen  ihe 
fMre«edii|g  y«ftr,  Oa  tluB  tii^nty-eigkth  of  De^mtwr,  tbt 
^e«t  proceeded  up  the  riwr ;  next  day  colonel  CUv&iUpried, 
BBody  wkb  the  M^wtftnoe  of  the  aquadroo,  m  tirem^WSDW 
fawr»,  made  himseif  piaoter  of  Buc^Midgia,  a  place  of  great 
atrei^h^  though  Very  iU  diir£eftded»  On  the  fir»t  of  Jaftuary 
the  adoiiral,  with  iwp  iihipa,  appeared  before  die  town  of 
CalpiAttii,  and  was  received  by  a  briak  fire  froan  the  bat* 
teries.  This  eaJute  waa  returned  ao  warmly,  that  the 
eaemy'9  guna  were  soon  aiWuced,  and  ia  less  than  Vm^ 
hoiira  the  plaee  aad  fort  trere  ahandoiked.  Colonel  Clivi^ 
on  the  other  side,  had  invested  the  town,  and  made  hie  al*^ 
iack  with  thai  vigour  and  iotreptdity  peculiar  lo  hlmaeli^ 
which  greatly  oontribuled  to  the  audden  redoctioD  of  the 
aeolementf  As  aooa  as  the  fort  was  surrendered,  the 
brftve  and  active  captain  Coo|e,  with  his  majesty's  troopa^ 
took  ppftset sion,  and  found  iun«cy*one  ptecea  of  caottoa^r 
four  mortars,  abundance  of  ammmiitian,  storea,  and  pro* 
vision,  with  every  requisite  for  sustainifig  an  ob$i;inaU 
aiege«  Thus  the  Eaglich  were  reeatabli^hed  in  the  two 
Mfongef t  fortreaaea  in  the  Ganges,  with  the  itiQonaiderable 
loss  of  nine  seamen  Jctll^d,  and  three  soldiers.  A  few 
days  after,  Uughley,  a  city  of  great  trade^  ^uatcd  higher 
up  the  river,  was  reduced  with  as  little  difficulty,  but  infi* 
nitely  greater  prejudice  to  the  nabob,  as  here  fab  storehouaea 
of  S9lt,  and  vast  granaries  for  the  su[^iort  of  bta  army,  wene 
burnt  and  destro}^d«  lacesaed  at  the  almoat  iostantaneooa 
loaa  of  all  his  conquests,  and  demoliiioii  of  the  city  of 
Hughley,  the  viceroy  of  Bengal  diacoufaged  all  advancea 
|o  an  accommodation  which  waa  piropo9ed  by  the  admiral 
9ml  cbiefs  of  the  cooiq^y,  and  aaaembled'asi  ^crmy  of 
iwenty  thousand  home  ;md  fifteen  thousand  foot,  fullf 
resqlved  to  expel  the  JEngHsh  out  of  his  domimiona,  and 
take  am|de  vengeance  iat  the  diagoraces  he  had  lately  aua** 
tained.  He  was  seen  marching  by  the  English  camp  in  hii 
^Ky  to  Calcutta  on  the  second  of  Feiiroary,  where  he  en- 
caaaptd,  aboul  a  mile  from  the  town»  <ik)looel  Clive  imr 
medif^aly  made  application  to  the  ada^iral  lor  a  reinibrce- 
ment,  and  six  hundred  aaea,  under  the  f^omrnand  of  6apt|u» 
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WttwkIC)  were  wecnrdialnly  drafted  front  ttie  differe«l  dbtpt^ 
mnd  senc  to  assist  liis  little  armj.  Clire  drew  out  his  forces^ 
advanced  in  three  c6kiina»  towards  the  enemy,  and  began 
the  attack  so  vigorously^  'that  the  viceroy  retreated,  after  a 
feeble  resistance,  with  the.  loss  of  a  thousand  men  kitted, 
lM>unded,  and  taken  prisoators,  five  faanch^ed  horses^  greatt 
Anmber  of  draft  bullocks,  and  four  elephants.  Though 
thi^  advantage  was  less  decisive  thMi  coidd  be  wished^  yet 
it  suiSciently  intimated  die  nabob  into  conoessions  asndi  to 
the  bonour  aad  advantage  of  the  company.  Admiral  Wat-» 
son.  gave  him  U>  understand  in  a  letter,  that  this  was  no 
iaorc  than  a  specimen  of  what  the  British  arms^  when  pro* 
toked,  could  perform.  The  suba  desired  the  negotiation 
tnig^  be  renewed,  and  in  a  few  daya  tlie  treaty  was  con* 
ckided.  He  promised  net  to'  dtstnrb  the  English  in  any  of 
those  privileges  or  possessions  specified  in  the  firm,  and 
gt;anted  by  the  mogul  s  that  all  merchandize  belonging  to 
the  cofv^any  8hmil4  pass  and  repass,  in  every  part  of  the 
|Mrovince  of  Bengal,  free  of  duty:  that  all  the  English 
factories  seized  the  preceding  year,  or  since,  should  be 
Rstored,  with  the  money,  goods,  and  effects  appertaining  :^ 
dutt '  all  damages  sustained  by  the  English  should  be  re^* 
palttd,'and  their  losses  repaid:  diat  the  English  shoudd 
kave  liberty  to  fortify  Calcutta  in  whatever  manner  they 
thdught'proper  wifthofit  interruption  t  that  they  should  bavf 
the  liberty  of  coining  all  the  gold  and  bullion  they  imported, 
which  should  pass  current  in  the  province :  that  he  would 
remain  in  strict  friendship  and  alliance  with  the  English, 
nse  bis  titraost  endeavours  to  heal  up  the  late  divisions,  and 
restore  the  former  good  understanding  between  them.  Ail 
Which  Several  articles  were  solemnly  signed, and  sealed 
with  the  tiabob^s  own  bsold. 

$  XXIIi.  Such  were  the  terms  obtained  for  the  com« 
pany^  toy  the  spirit  and  gsllant  conduct  of  the  two  E^nglish 
tooMnandcrs.  They  had,  howevipr,  too  much  dis<iemment 
to  rely  on  the  promises  of  a  barbarian,  who  had  so  per* 
id'fiously  broke  former  engagement* ;  but  they  prudently 
dissembled  their  sentlmeiics,  until  they  had  thoroughly 
reinstated  the'  affairs  of  the  company,  and  reduced  the 
French  power  in  this  province.  In  order  to  adjust  the 
poinis  tkm  Inquired  discussion,  the  select  committee  for 
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the  company**  affairs  appointed  Mr.  Watte,  who  had  btMMi 
released  from  his  former  imprisonment,  as  ^eir  cemrnk* 
sary  at  the  court  of  the  suba,  to  whom  he  was  per9pQall7 
known,  as  well  as  to  his  mmiaters,  among  whom  he  had 
acquired  a  considerable  influence*  Nothing  less  couid 
have  balanced  the  interest  which  the  Fraich,  by  their  art 
of  intriq^uin^,  had  raised  among  the  faTourites  of  die 
viceroy*  While  Mr.  Watts  was  employed  at  Muxadavad, 
in  counterworking  those  intrigues,  and  keeping  the  suba 
steady  to  his  engagements,  the  admiral  and  Mr.  dive 
resolved  to  avail  themselves  of  their  armament  in  attacking 
the  French  settlements  in  Bengal.  The  chief  objeet  ^ 
their  designs  was  the  reduction  of  Chandemagore,  situated 
higher  up  the  river  than  Calcutta, sof  considerable  strength, 
and  the  chief  in  importance  of  any  possessed  by  that  nation 
in  the  bay.  Colonel  Clive  *  being  reinfwced  by  three  h\m^ 
dred  n^en  from  Bombay,  began  his  nuirch  to  Chandemagore^ 
at  the  head  of  seven  hundred  Europeaij^  and  one  thousand 
six  hundred  Indians,  where,  on  his  first  arrival,  he  took 
possession  of  ail  the  outposts,  except  one  redoubt  moonted 
widi  eight  pieces  of  cannon,  which  he  left  to  be  silenced  by 
^fae  admiraU  On  the  18th  of  March  thie  admirals  Watson 
and  Pocoke  arrived  within  two  miles  of  the  French  settle- 
ment,  with  the  Kent,  Tiger,  and  Salisbury  men  of  war,  and 
£6und  their  passage  obstructed  by  booms  laid  across  the 
fiver,  and  several  vessels  sunk  in  the  channel*  These 
difficulties  being  removed,  they  advanced  eariy  6n  the 
twentyrfourth,  and  drew  up  in  a  line  before  the  fort,  which 
they  battered  with  grestt  fury  for  three  hours ;  while 
colonel  Clive  was  making  his  approaches  on  the  Und  skle, 
and  playing  vigorously  from  the  batteriea  he  had  raised. 
Their  united  eflPorts  soon  obliged  d^e  enemy  to  aubmbaion. 
A  flag  of  truce  was  waved  over  the  walls,  and  the  place 
surrendered  by  capitulation*  T^^e  keys  were  delivered  tq 
captain  I.atham,  of  the  Tiger^  and  in  the  afternoon  colonel 
Xlive,  with  the  king^s  trciops,  took  possession*  Thus  the 
reductiqn  of  a  strong  fortress,  garrisoned  by  five  hundred 
^urppean^,  and  one  thousand  two  hundred  Indiai^s,  de* 
feqde4  by  Pne  hundred  and  twentyrthree  pteoes  of  cannon, 
fu^d  thre^  mprts^rs,  well  provided  with  alh  kinds  of  storey 
jii4  ne^ess^ri^s,  and  <)f  very  great  fwpof twee  tq  tl^  ^iiewj^^ 
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«dfm|[»fce  ilk.  Ifdift^  W9ft  ac^omplUbed  wUb  a  loss  not  ex- 
G^^distg  forty  m«ii  en  the  tide  o£  tl^e;  conquerors.  By  the 
trcAty  of'c«pitttUltioi^  the  director,  coansellors,  aud.  inferior 
servants  of  the  aeltkmeiit,  were  allowed  to  depart  with  their 
wearing^-«pparel;,the  Jesuits  were  permitted  to  take  away 
tbeir  church  omaments,  and  the  natives  to  remain  in  the 
foil  exej?tion  of  their  liberties  $  but  the  garrison  were  to 
cotttiiuiie  prisoners  of  war.  .  The  goods  and  money  found 
ift^Ae  place  were  considerable ;  but  the  principal  advantage 
arose  from  the  ruin  of  the  head  settlement  of  the  enemy  on 
the  Gftiiges,  which  could  not  but  inurfere  with  the  English 
commerce  in  these  parts. 

$  XXIV.  Succt^ss  had  hiUierto  attended  all  th^  opera** 
tions  of  the  British  commanders,  because  they  were  coo** 
eerted.  with  foremght  and  unanimity ;  and  executed  with 
Aqit  vigour  and  spirit  which  deservedly  raised  them  in  the 
high  esteem  of  their  country.  They  reduced  the  i^bob  to 
reasonable  terms  of  accommodation  before  they  alarmed  the 
French;  and  now  the  power,  of  the  latter  was  destroyed, 
tbey  eatered  upon  measures  to  oblige  the  treacherous  vice- 
roy to  a  strict  performance  of  the  treaty  he  had  so  lately 
^[ned.  However  specious  his  promisea  were,  they  found 
hifls  extrtnialy  dilatory  in  the.  ex/^cutioo  of  teveral  articles 
of  the  treaQr,  wlucb,  in  effect,  was  the  same  .to  the  "English 
eommerce  as  if  none  had  been, concluded.  The  eompany's 
goods  were  loaded  with  high  duties,  and  several  oUier 
tufracticHis  of  the  peace  committed,  upon  ^uch  frivolous 
jmtences,  as  evidently  demonstrated  that  he  sought  to  come 
%o  an  ope&  rupture  as  soon  as  his.  projects  were  ripe  for 
execution.  In  a  word,  he  discovered  all  along  a  manifest 
partiality  to  the  French,  whose  emissaries  cajoled  him  with 
promises  that,  he  should  be  joined  by  such  a  body  of  their  ^ 
European  O'oopsv  under  ]>{»  de  Bussy,  as  would  enable  him 
to  crush  the  power  of  the  English,  whom  they  had  taught 
Um  to  fear  and  to  hate. .  As  recommeacmg  hostilities 
against  so  powerful  a  prince  was  in  itself  dangerous,  and, 
if  possible,  to  be  avoided,  the  affair  was  laid  before  the 
ix^uneil  of  Calcutta,  and  canvassed  with  all  the  circumspect 
tion  and  caution  that  a  measure  required,  on  which  depended 
the  fate  of  the  whole  trade  of  Bengal.  Mr.  Watu,  from 
tioie  1^  time,  s^t  them  intelligence  of  eye]ry  transaction  in 
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tbr   stlba^s  ct^Ht^t^,  'and    Mthotfg^   thil   pi-iMe   ptiHMf 
declaned  he  would  eiiu»e  hitt  to  66  iinpdded  os  ioon  HHi-tiM! 
Eitg^iA  troope  ftbould  be  pttt  hi  motion  wilbm  ilie  1^ j(d(Mi 
of  Bengal,  he  brairely.Micriftoed  hk  own  ^ftfecy-  to  tfa»  iiiiotw 
cit  of  the  toitipany,  and  exhorted  thete  no  proeeed  with 
vigour  in  then:  military  operatlott*.     Dofi«g  these  delibet^ 
flCioiis  a  aMat  fottuciate  ittcideat  o^urred,  that  sooa  <letor- 
latltied  the  cooncil  to  eotue  to  an  0{»eii  mpiet^k  The  i^miJmg 
persons  in  the  viceroy's  cotirt  foitod  themselves  0{^esaed 
by  his  haughtiness  and  insol^ne^*     The  same  spim  of  dis^ 
content  appeared  among  the  prifieipal  officers  of  his  arfny  :^ 
they  were  well  acquainted  with  his  perfidy,  siiw  his  p4^«pa- 
rations  for  war,  and  \^*te  sensiMe  that  the  peace  of  the 
country  could  never  tie  restored,  unless  either  the  &n^ish 
were  expelled,  or  the^  naboh  deposed*     tn  eonsoqnence,  ar 
plan  w^  concerted  for  dive^thig  him  i4  all  his  p»wer  ;  ksiA 
the  cdnspiracy  was  condilcted  hf  Jaffier   Ali   Khan,  hi^ 
prime  ihinister  and  chief  commander,  a  noMeman  of  greas 
influence  and  authority  in  the  pro<rince#     Thd  project  was 
commnnicated  by  Ali  Khan  to  Mr.  Watts,  and  so  jmpm- 
ved  by  the  address  of  that  gentleman,  as  in  a  manner  to 
ensure  success^     A  treaty  was  actually  concluded  between 
fhis  Meer  Jaffier  AU  Khan  and  the  English  company;  an4 
a  plan  concerted  with  this  nobleman  and  tho  orhsr  maicon* 
tents  for  iheir  defection  from  the  viceroy.    Th«se  provioait 
measures  being  taken,  Colond  Clive  wasoi'deredto  lake  the 
field  with  his  little  army.     Admiral  Watson  unde«toOk  tho 
defence  of  Chandemagore,  and  (he  garrison  wais  detached 
to  reinforce  the  colonel,  together  with  fifty  s^an^n  to  be 
employed  as  gunners,  and  in  directing  the  art^lery*     Thei^ 
Mr,  Watts,  deceiving  the  suba^s  spies,  by  whom  he  wa^ 
surrounded,  withdrew  himself  from  iNf  uxadatad,^nd  reach^ 
ed  the  English  camp  in   safety.     On  the  nineteenth  of 
June  a  detachment  was  sent  to  attack  Cutwa  fort  and  town, 
situated  on  that  branch  of  the«  river  forming  the  islabd  oi 
Cassimbu^ar.  This  plate  surrendered  at  the  first  summons; 
and  here  the  colonel  halted  With  the  army  for  three  day% 
expecting  advices  from  Ali  Khan.     Disappointed  of  tho 
hoped  for  intelligence,  he  crossed  the  river^  and  marchad 
to  Plaissey,  where  he  encamped.     On  the  twenty '-third,  at 
dftji^eak  tht  suba  advance4  to  attaei^  him,  at  ^  h«ad  of 


ftflQW  iboiMfiiid  hcmei  mdinear.  thirt^r  tlto«i9Md  mfiiitrf^ 
mtb  about  forty  pmrea  of  Im^Svif  cannon^  conducted  and 
4»«iiiiged  hy  f  rench  gimaars,  mi  «?he»e  cbtirs^ge  luid  dexr 
teritx  ^  plifcc^  great  depeodnneei.  They  began  to  canno*- 
nade  tiie  English  camp  about  ais  in  the  xnoming;  Imt  a 
»ev«rr,showar  £riliRg.0t  0009  tbey  witMeew  their  artilkty^ 
Colonel  Clive  %w»A  this  opportunity  to  take  posaesaion  of 
a  tank  at^d  two  olher  poata*  of  consequence^  which  they  i^ 
vain  endeavoiiDed  to  retake.  Them  he  stormed  an  angle  of 
^eir  CAflsp,  covered  'mski  a  double  breast  work,  together 
with  an^emintnee  which  they  occupied.  At  the  be^Eintng 
of  this  aitack,  soine  of  their  chiefs  being  slain,  the  men 
were  so  dispiritedi>  that  they  soon  gave  way ;  but  still/ Meer 
Jaffier  Ali  Khan,  who  commanded  -the  left  wing,  forebore 
declaring  himself  opeidy.  After  a  short  contest  the  enemy 
'were  put  to  flight,  the  ndiob's  camp,  baggage,  and  fifty 
pieces  of  canoon  taken,  and  a  most  complete  victory  obtained* 
Tiwt  colonel,  pursuing  his  advantage,  marched  to  Muxada^ 
yad,  the  cuHal  of  the  pnovince,  and  was  there  joined  by 
AU  Khap^"^^  the  malcontents.  It  was  before  concerted 
tiiat  U>^«  tiobleman  should  be  invested  with  the  dignity  of 
imIm^^  ;  accordingly  the  jcolonel  proceeded  aoienmly  todepose 
Surajah  Oowlat^  and,  wish  the  same  ceremony,  to  substi*- 
tute  AU  Khan  in  his  room,  who  was  publicly  acknowledged 
by  the  people  as  suba,  or  viceroy,  CN^tho  provinces  of  JBen* 
gal,  Bahar,  and  Orbca.  ScM>n  after^  the  late  viceroy  was 
taken v^nd  put  to  death  by  his  successor,  who  readily  com- 
plied with  all  the  conditions  of  his  elevation.  He  con*- 
fored  on  his  allies  very  liberal  rewards^  and  granted  the 
company  such  es^traordinary  privileges,  as  fully  dcnon^* 
alrated  how  justly  bs  merited  tlyir  assistance.  By  this  alii* 
ance,  and  die  reduction  of  Cbandemagore,  the  French  were 
an^rely  excluded  the  commerce  of  Bengal  and  its  depen- 
dencies; the  trade  of  the  £ngliah  company  was  restored, 
i^td  in«reased  beyond  tbeit  most  sanguine  hopes ;  a  new 
stty  was  acquired,  whose  interest  obliged  him  to  remain 
firm  to  bis  engagements  :  a  vast  sum  was  paid  to  the  com* 
pany  and  the  sufferers  at  Calcutta,  to  indemnify  them  for 
their  losses;  the  soldiers  and  seamtu  wen^i^gratified  with 
aix  hundred  thousand  pounds,  as  a  reward'^for  the  courage 
tnd  intrepidilQr  they  ei(erted ;  and  a  variety  of  t^er  ad  van- 
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taget  gained,  which  it  would  be  imiKC^staty  to  enaoMraie. 
In  a  word,  in  the  space  of  fourteen  dmyn  a  great  reTolutkm 
waft  effected,  and  the  goyemment-dF  a  vast  country,  svtpt* 
rior  in  wealth,  fertility,  extent,  and  number  ei  mhabitaitts- 
to  most  European  kingdoms,  transferred  by  a  handful  of 
troops,  conducted  Iqr  an  oficer  untutored  in  the  art-of  war, 
and  a  general  rather  by  intuition,  than  instruction  and  expe* 
rience.  But  the  puUic  joy  at  these  signal  successes  was 
consideraUy  diminished  by  the  death  of  admirs^  Watson, 
and  the  loss  of  Vizagapatam,  an  English  settlement  on  the 
Cofx>mandcl  coast.  The  admiral  fell  a  victim  to  the 
nnwholesomeness  of  the  climate,  on  the  sixteenth  of  August, 
universally  esteemed  and  regretted ;  and  the  factory  and 
fort  at  Vizagapatam  w«re  surrendered  to  the  French,  a  few 
days  after  colonel  Ciive  had  defeated  the  nabob. 

$  XXV.  We  now  turn  our  eyes  to  the  continent  of 
Europe,  where  we  see  the  beginning  of  the  year  marked 
with  a  striking  instance  of  the  dreadful  effects  of  frantic 
enthusiasm.  France  had  long  ienjoyed  a  monarch,  easy, 
complying,  goodnatured,  and  averse  to  all  that  wore  the 
appearance  of  business  or  of  war.  Contented  with  the  plea- ' 
sures  of  indolence,  he  sought  no  greatness  beyond  what 
he  enjoyed,  ncM*  pursued  any  ambitious  aim  through  the 
dictates  of  his  own  disposition.  Of  all  men  oii  earth  such 
a  prince  had  the.  greatest  reason  to  expect  an  exemption 
from  plots  against  his  person,  and  cabab  among  his  sub- 
jects ;  yet  was  an  attempt  made  upon  his  life  by  a  man, 
who,  though  placed  in  the  lowest  sphere  of  fortune,  had 
resolution  to  face  the  greatest  dangers,  and  enthusiasm 
sufficient  to  sustain,  widiout  shrinking,  all  the  tortures 
which  the  cruelty  of  my  could  invent,  or  his  crimes 
render  necessary.  The  name  of  this  fanatic  was  Robert 
Francis  Damien,  born  in  the  suburb  of  St.  Catharine, 
in  the  city  of  Arras.  He  had  lived  in  the  service  of 
several  families,  whence  he  was  generally  dismissed  on 
account  of  the  impatience,  the  melancholy,  and  suUenness 
of  his  disposition.  So  humble  was  the  station  of  a  person> 
who  was  resolved  to  step  forth  from  obscurity,  and,  by 
one  desperate  effort^  draw  upon  himself  the ,  attention  of 
all  Europe.  On  the  fifth  day  of  January,  as  the  king 
was  stepping  into  his  coach^  to  return  to  Trisinoo,  whence 


^.  fani  4tet  diy>€iMie  to  Vemailiet,  ''Daii^m,  miQ|^liitg 
^i^Ma^  his  fij^eodmts,  ttatbbed  him  with  a  knife  on  the 
right  side^  hetween  the  fourth  smd  fifth  ribs.  His  ma- 
.jesty  ^-applying  his  hiKid  ii^mediat^y  to  his  9td«,  cried 
imtj  ^^  I  am  woun^d!  seize  him;  but  do  not  hurt  him.'' 
HappUf  the,  wound  was  aot  dai^^OHius ;  as  the  knife, 
taking- an  ^bUqv^  darectkia^  missed  the  vitsil  parts.  As 
ior  the  assa^tn,  he  nmde  no  attempts  to  escape;  but 
#ulferfng  himself  quietly  to  be  seized,  was  conveyed  fto 
^e  guardroom,  where  being  inte^rrogated  if  he  committed 
the  horrid  action,  he  boldly  answered  in  the  affirmative. 
A  process  against  him  was  instantly  commenced  at  Ver* 
failles :  many  persons,  supposf^d.  accessaries  to  the  design 
up(m  the  king's  life^  were  sent  to  the  Bastile ;  th®  assassin 
himself  was  put  to  the  tc»fture,  and  the  mdst  excruciating 
tormeuts  were  applied,  widi  intention  to  extort  a  confession 
of  the  reasons  that  could  induce  him  to  so  execrable  an  at* 
tempt  upon  his  sovereign.  Incisions  were  made  tnto.tfa^' 
musculat  parts  of  his  legs,  arms,  and  thighs,  into  whidi 
boiling  oil  was  peered.  Every  refinement  on  cruelty,  that 
liuman  invention  could  suggest,  was  practised  without  effect : 
nothing  could  overcome  his  obstiKiacy^;  and  his  sileuce  ^as 
construed  into  a.  presumption,  that  he  must  have  had  ac* 
complices  in  the  plot.  To  render  his  punishment  more 
public  and  conspicuous,  he  was  removed  to  Paris,  there  to 
undergo  a  repetition  of  all  his  former  tortures,  with  such 
additional  circumstances,  as  the  most  fertile  and  cruel 
dispositions  could  devise  for  increasing  his  misery  and 
torment;  Being  canducted  to  the  Concergerie,  an  iron 
bed,  which  likewise  served  for  a  Ghai%  was  prepared  for 
him,  and  to  this  he  was  fastened  with  chains.  The 
torture*  was  again  applied,  and  a  physician  ordered  to 
a^end,  to  see  what  degree  of  pain  he  could  support* 
Nothing,  however,  material  was  extorted  j  for  #hat  ht 
one  moment  confessed,  he  recanted  the  next.  It  is  not 
withiti  our  province  (and  we  consider  it  as  a  felicity,)  to 
relate  all  the  circumstances  of  this  cruel  and  tragical  event. 
Sufficient  it  is,  that,  after  suffering  the  most  exquisite  tor- 
ments that  human  nature  could  invent,  or  man  support,  his 
judges  thought  proper  to  terminate  his  misery  by  a  death 
shocMngto  iniaginajdon,  and  shamefuV  to  himianity.  O^ 
Vox..  IIL  G  g  # 
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die  ^wmktj^^ffiah  dmy  of  Mtfcb  Iw  ims^cpAdiMifid,  aiMifbr 
m  ya$t  concourfte  of  the  populiM^v  to  tbe^  Grcve^  the  ccoAr 
nnoo  place  of  execution,  stripped  naked^  and  iaAtened  t» 
the'  scaffold  by  iron  gyves.  One  of  his  hands  was  then 
burnt  in  liquid  flaming  sulphur :  his  thi|^,  leg^,  and  arms 
were  torn  with  red  hot  pincers;  boiling  oil, melted. lead, . 
resin,  and  sulphur,  were  poured  into  die  wounds;  tight 
ligatures  tied  round  his  limbs  to  prepare  htm  .for  dismem» 
berment;  young  and  vigorous  horses  applied  to  the  dxaft|. 
and  the  unhappy  criminal  pulled  with  all  their  force,  to  the 
utypost  extention  of  his  sinews,  for  the  space  of  an  hour^f 
during  all  which  time  be  preserved  his  senses  and  to'n- 
stancy^  At  length  the  physician  and  surgeon  attending 
declared,  it  would  be  impossible  to  accomplish  the  dis*" 
memberment,  unless  the  tendons  were  separated:  upon 
which  orders  were  given  to  the  ej;ecutioner  to  cut  the 
sinews  at  the  joints  of  the  arms  and  legs.  The  horses 
drew  afresh ;  a  thigh  and  an  arm  were  separated,  and  after 
several  pulls,  the  unfortunate  wretch  expired  under  the 
ei^tremity  of  pain.  His  body  and  limbs  were  reduced  to 
ashes  under  the  scaffold ;  his  father,  wife,  daughter,  and 
family  banished  the  kingdom  for  ever ;  the  name  of 
Damien  effaced  and  obliterated^  and  the  innocent  involved 
in  ^he  punishment  of  the  guilt}'*  Thus  ended  the  pro* 
eedur^  against  Oamien  and  his  family,  in  a  manner  not 
f  ery  favourable  to  the  avowed  clemency  of  Lewis,  or  the 
acknowledged  hiimanity  of  the  French  nati(^«  It  appear? 
ed  from  undoubted  evidence,  that  the  attempt  on  the  king's 
life  was  the  result  of  insanity,  and  a  disturbed  imagination. 
$evcral  instances  ,of  a  disordered  mind  had  before  been 
ebserved  in  his  conduct,  and  the  detestation  justly  due  to 
(he  enormity  of  his  crime  ought  now  to  have  been  absorbed 
in  the  conjsideration  of  bis  inisfortune)  the  greatest  that  C9n 
luefal  humai^  njature* 

$  X^^VI*  Another  remarkable  event  in  France,  in  the 
beginning  of.  this  year,  was  the  change  in  the  ministry  of 
that  nation,  by  the  resmovaJ  of  M,  d^  Maehoult,  keeper  of 
t^e  seals,  from,  the  post  of  secretary  of  state  for  the  ma^* 
line ;  and  of  M.  d'Argenson  from  th«t  of  secretary  at  wajr. 
Their  dismission  was  sudden  and  une^^eted;  nor  was  aaj 
9«rticuiaff  irea^on  assigned  f&r  this  very  unexf^^ted  atteca^ 
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tion.  *  The  Freneli  kiag^,  to  show  the  qteen  of  Hungary  how 
'judiciously  she  had  acted  in  forming  an  alliance  with  the 
hoqse  of  Bourbon,  raised  tiiro  great  armies ;  the  first  of  which, 
composed  of  near  eighty  thousand  men,  the  flower  of  the 
'French  troops,  with  a  large  train  of  artillery,  was  com- 
manded by  M.  d^Etr^es,  a  general  of  great  reputation; 
under  whom  served  M,  de  Contades,  M.  Chevert,  and 
the  count  de  St.  Germain,  all  officers  cf  high  character; 
This  formidable  army  passed  the  Rhine  early  in  the 
aprtng,  and  marched  by  Westphalia,  in  order  to  invade 
the  king  of  Prussia's  dominions,  in  quality  of  allies  to  the 
empress  queen,  and  guardians  of  the  liberties  of  the 
empire.  But  their  real  view  was  to  invade  Hanover, 
a  scheme  which  they  knew  would  make  a  powerful  diver- 
sion of  the  British  force  from  the  prosecution  of  the  war 
in  other  parts  of  the  world,  where  the  strength  of  France 
could  not  be  fully  exerted,  and  where  their  most  valuable 
interests  were  at  stake.  They  flattered  themselves,  more- 
over, that  the  same  Mow,  by  which  they  hoped  to  crush 
the  king  of  Prussia,  might  likewise  force  his  Britannic 
majesty  into  some  concessions  with  regard  to  America. 
The  other  army  of  the  French,  con^nanded  by  the  prince 
de  Soubise,  was  destined  to  strengthen  the  Imperial  army 
of  execution,  consisting  of  twenty- five  thousand  men,  be* 
sides  six  thousand  Bavarians,  and  four  thousand  Wirtem- 
bergers.  But  before  these  troops,  under  Soubise,  passed 
the  Rhine,  they  made  themselves  master  of  several  places 
belonging  to  the  king  of  Prussia  upon  the  borders  of  tht 
Low  Countries  ;*  whilst  a  detaclunent  from  d'Etrees't 
army  seized  upon  the  town  of  Embden,  and  whatever 
else  belonged  to  the  same  monarch  in  East  Friesland.  .' 

$  XXVII.  At  the  .close  of  the  last  campai^,  the  lUn^ 
of  Prussia  having  gained  a  petty  advantage  over  the  Im« 
perialists  under  the  command  of  in^reschal  Brown,  and 
incorporated  into  his  0wh  troops  a  great  part  of  the  Saxon 
army  taken  prisoners  at  Pirna^  as  wa^  observed  before, 
retired  into  winter  quarters  until  the  season  should  permit 
him  to  improve  these  advantages.  '  His  majesty  and  mare* 

. 

u  The  kinr  0f  l^iiauft  had  vHrufawn  his  garrison  from  Clivet,  not  withQul 
saspieion  of  haniig  purposely  k^this  door  open  to  the  enemy^  that  Uidr  irraptiiM 
•ntd  (terraany  mi^t  hMten  the  re^olutioM  of  the  Brkiah  mitti^. ' 
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schal  Keith  wintered  in  jSaxooy,  haviog  their  cantonments 
between  Pima  and  the  frontier  along  the  Elbe ;  gnd  mare* 
schal  SchweriBy  returning  into  Silesia,  took  up  bis  quarters 
in  the  country  of  Clatz«  In  die  mean  tin^e,  the  empress 
queen,  finding  the  force  Which  she  had  sent  out  against  the 
Ling  of  Prussia^  was  not  sufficient  to  prevent  his  designs, 
made  the  necessary  requisitions  to  her  aUies,  for  the  aux*- 
iliaries  they  had  engaged  to  furnish.  In  consequence  of 
these  requisitions,  the  czarina,  true  to  her  engagements, 
despatched  above  a  hundred  thousand  of  her  troops,  who 
began  their  march  in  the  month  of  November,  and  pro-  ^ 
ceeded  to  the  borders  of  Lithuania,  with  design  particularly 
to  invade  Ducal  Prussia,  whilst  a  strong  fleet  was  equip- 
ped in  the  Baltic,  to  aid  the  operations  of  this  numerous 
2ij:my*  The  Austrian  army^ assembled  in  Bohemia  amounted 
to  upwards  of  fourscore  thousand  men,  commanded  by 
prince  Charles  of  Lorraine  and  mareschal  Brown.  The 
,  Swtdt^s  had  not  yet  openly  declared  themselves ;  but  it  was 
well  known,  that  though  their  king  was  allied  in  blood  and 
inclination  to  his  Prussian  majesty,  yet  the  jealousy  which 
the  senate  of  &wed«n  entertained  of  their  sovereign,  and 
the  hope  of  recovering  their  ancient  possessions  in  Pome- 
rania,  by  means  of  die  present  troubles,  together  with  their 
old  attachment  to  France,  newly  cemented  by  intrigues  and 
subsidies,  would  certainly  induce  them  to  join  the  general  ^ 
confederacy.  The  duke  of  Mecklenbourg  took  the  same 
party,  and  agreed  to  join  the  Swedish  army,  when  it  should 
^e  assembled  with  six  thousand  men/  Besides  all  thesQ 
jpreparstions  against  the  kii|g  of  Prussia,  he  was  in  bis 
quality  of  elector  of  Brandenbourg,  put  under  the  ban  of 
the  empire  by  the  aulic  council ;  declared  deprived  or  all 
his  rights,  privileges,  and  prerogatives;  his  fiefs  were 
escheated  into  the  exchequer  of  the  empire  ;■  and  all  the 
circles  accordingly  ordc^red  to  furpish  their  respective  con- 
tinges  cies  for  putting,  this  sentence  in  execution. 

$.  XXVIII.  In  this  dangerous  situation,  thus  menaced 
on  all  sidesy  and  seemingly  on  the  very  brink  of  inevitable 
destruction,  the  Prussian  monarch  qWed  his  preservation  to 
his  own  courage  and  activity.  The  Russians,  knowing  that 
the  country  they  were  to  pass  throiigh  in  dierr  way  to  Li- 
thuania would  not  he  able  to  subsist  thei^^  prodigious  numbers^ 
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hid  taken  care  to  fumUh  themselves  with  p»rovisiotis  for  their 
march)  depemiiQg  upon  die  resources  they  expected  to  find 
in  Lithuania  after  their  arrival  in  that  countrv.  These 
provisions  were  exhausted  by  the  time  they  reached  the 
borders  of  diat  province,  where  they  found  themselves  sud- 
d^ly  and  unexpectedly  destitute  of  subsistence,  either  to 
return  back  or  to  proceed  forward^.  The  king  of  Prussia 
had,  with  great  prudence  and  foresight,  secured  plenty  to 
himself,  and  distress  and  famine  to  his  enemies,  by  buying 
up  all  the  com  and  forage  of  the  cbjsntry  which  these  last 
were  entering.  Notwithstanding  these  precautions,  his 
Prussian  majesty,  to  guard  as  much  as  could  be  against 
every  possible  event,  sent  a  great  number  of  gunners  and 
matrosses  from  Pomerania  to  Memel,  with  lltree  regiments 
Df  his  troops,  to  reinforce  the  garrison  of  that  place.  He 
visited  all  the  posts  which  his  troops  possessed  in  Silesia, 
and  gave  the  necessary  orders  fpr  their  security.  He  repaired 
to  Niess,  where  he  settled  with  mareschal  Schwerin  the 
general  plan  of  the  operations  of  the  approaching  campaign* 
There  it  was  agreed,  that  the  mareschal's  army  in  Silesia, 
which  consisted  of  fifty  thousand  men,  should  have  in  con* 
sta^t  view  the  motions  of  the  royal  army,  by  which  Jts  own 
were  to  be  regulated,  that  they  might  b6th  act  in  concert,  as 
circumstances  should  require.  At  the  same  time,  other  armies 
were  assembled  by  the  king  of  Prussia  in  Lusatiaand  Voigt- 
land ;  twenty  thousand  men  were  collected  at  ^wickaw,  on 
the  frontiers  of  Bohemia,  towards  Egra,  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  prince  Maurice  of  Anhalt^  Dessau ;  and  sixty 
thousand  chosen  troops  began  their  march  towards  Great 
Zeidlitz,  where  their  headquarters  were  settled.  In  the 
meanwhile,  the  Austrian  troops  began  to  form  on  the 
frontiers  of  Saxony,  where  some  of  their  detaxJiments  ap- 
peared, to  watch  the  motions,  of  the  Prussians,  who  still 
continued  to  pursue  their  operations  with  great  activity  and 
resolution.  AU  possible  care  was  taken  by  the  Prussians 
at  Dresden  to  secure  a  retreat,  in  case  of  a  defeat.  As  only 
one  regiment  of  Prussians  could  be  spared  to  remain  there 
in  garrison,  the  burghers  were  disarmed,  their  arms  deposit- 
ed in  the  arsenal,  and  a  detachment  waa  posted  at  Konig- 
stein,  to  oblige  that  fortress  to  observe  a  strict  neutrality. 
AU  correspondence  with  the  enemy  was  strictly  prohibited  # 
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and  it  having  been  discovered  that  the  countess  of  Ogilvie^ 
one  of  the  queen's  maids  of  honour,  had  disobeyed  his 
.  majesty's  commands,  she  was  arrested ;  but,  on  the  queen's 
Intercession,  afterwards  released.  The  countess  of  Bn^f, 
lady  of  the  Saxon  prime  minister,  was  also  arrested  by  his 
Prussian  majesty's  order ;  and,  on  her  making  light  of  her 
confinement,  and  resolving  to  see  company,  she  was  ordered 
to  quit  the  court,  and  retire  from  Saxony.  M.  Henwhi,  the 
French  minister,  was  told  that  his  presence  was  uhneces* 
.  sary  at  Dresden ;  and  on  his  replying,  that  bis  master  had 
commanded  him  to  stay,  he  was  again  desired  to  d^art;  (m 
which  he  thought  proper  to  obey.  The  count  de  Wackcr* 
bath,  minister  of  the  cabinet,  and  grand  master  of  the  houses 
hold  to  the  prince  royal  of  Poland,  was  arrested,  aod 
conducted  to  Custrin,  by  the  express  command  of  his 
majestj*.  The  king  of  Prussia  having  thrown  two  bridged 
over  the  Elbe  early  in  the  spring,  ordered  the  several  dis^- 
tricts  of  the  electorate  of  iSaxony  to  supply  him  with  a  great 
number  of  wagons,  each  drawn  by  four  horses.  The  ^circles 
of  Misnia  and  Leipsick  were  enjoined  to  furnish  four 
hundred  each,  and  the  other  circles  in  proportion. 

$  XXIX.  While  the  king  of  Prussia  was  taking  these 
measures  in  Saxony,  two  skirmishes  happened  on  the  fron* 
tiers  of  Bohemia,  between  his  troops  and  the  Austrians. 
^On  the  twentieth  of  February,  a  body  of  six  thousand 
Austrians  surrounded  the  little  town  of  Hirschfeld,  in  Upper 
Lusatia,  garrisoned  by  a  battalion  of  Prussian  foot.  The 
first  attack  was  made  at  four  in  the  morning,  on  two 
redoubts  without  the  gates,  each  of  which  was  defended  by 
two  field  pieces :  and  though  the  Austrians  were  several 
times  repulsed,  they  at  last  made  themselves  masters  of  one 
of  the  redoubts,  and  carried  off  the  two  pieces  of  cannon. 
In  their  retreat  they  were  pursued  by  the  Prussians,  who 
£elt  upon  their  rear,  killed  some,  and  took  many  prisoners : 
this  affair  cost  the  Austrians  at  least  five  hundred  men. 
About  a  fortnight  after,  the  prince  of  Bevern  marched  out 
of  Zittau,  with  a  body  of  near  nine  thousand  men,  ija  order 
to  destroy  the  remaining  strong  holds  possessed  by  the 
Austrians  on  the  frontiers.  In  this  expedition  he  took  die 
Austrian  magazine  at  Friedland  in  Bohemia,  consisting  of 
nine  thousand  sacks  of  meal,T^nd  great  store  of  ammunition; 


WB^  after  aoakii^  Uo&sdf  master  of  R^cbeiibcrg,  he  retiU'n- 
ed  to  Zsttau.     The  van.  of . his  troops,  Gom&istin^  of  a  hun-* 
lired  asd  £fty  hussars  of  the  regiment  of  PutkamiDer,  met 
with  ft  body  of  six  hundred  Croats,  sustained  by  two  hun"* 
dred  Austrian  dragoons  of  Bathiania,  at  their  .  entering 
Bohemia;  tod  immediately  fell  u})on  tl^m  sword  in  hand^ 
killed  about  fifty,  todc  thirty  horses,  and  made  ten  dragoons 
l^isoners*     The  Prussians,  it  is  said,  did  not  lose  a  single 
toan  on  this  occasion;  and  two  soldiers  only  were  slightly 
wounded,  the  Austrians  having  made  but  a  slight  resistance* 
§  XXX.  Whatever  the  conduct  of  the  court  of  Vienna 
might  have  been  to  the  allies  of  Great  Britain,  still,  however^ 
prober  regard  was  shown  to  the  subjefcts  of  this  crown :  for 
W  edict  was  published  at  Florence  on  the  thirteenth  of 
February,  wherein  his  Imperial  majesty,  as  grand  duke  of 
Tuscany,  declared  his  intention   of  observing  the   most 
scrupulous  neutrality  in  the  then  situation  of  affiiirs.     AH 
jthe  ports  in  that  dutchy  were  accordingly  enjoined  to  pay  a 
strict  regard  to  this  declaration,  in  all  cases  rels^ng;  to  the 
French  or  English  ships  in  the  Mediterranean*     The  good 
effects  of  this  injunction  soon  appeared ;   for  two  prizes 
taken  by  the  £nglish  having  put  into  Porto  Ferraro,  the 
captains  of  two  Frendi  privateers  addressed  themselves  to 
the  governor,  alleging,  that  they  were^  captures  of  a  pirate^ 
and  requesting  that  they  might  be  obliged  to  put  to:  sea  s 
but  the  governor  prudently  replied,  that  as  they  came  in 
nndeic  English  colouxs  be  would  protect  them  :  and  forbad 
the   privateers,   at   their  peril,   to   commit  any  -  violence* 
They,  however,  little  regarding  the  governor's  orders,  pre- 
pared for  sailing,  and  sent  their  boats  to  cut  out  one  of 
the  prizes.     The  captain,  firing  at  their  boats,  killed  one 
of  their  men,  which  alarming  the  centinels,  notice  was  sen^ 
to  the  governor;  and  he,  in  consequence,  ordered  the  tw0 
privateers   immediately  to   depart.*— ^The  conduct  of   the 
Dutch  was  rather  cautious  than  spirited.     Whilst  his  Prus^ 
sian  majesty  was  employed  on  the  side  of  Bohemia  and 
Sexony,  the  French  auxiliaries  began  their  march  to  harass 
his  defenceless  territories  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Low 
Countries.     A  free  passage  was  demanded  of  the  states 
general  through  Namur  and  Mfisstricht,  for  the  provisions, 
ftminapitiony  aod  arlj^llery  belonging  to  this  new  army  i  ^d 
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though  die  Eiiglnh  ambassador  remonstrated  agasost  their 
compliance,  and  represented  it  as  a  breach  oPthe  neutndit7 
tbeir,  high  mightinesses  declared  they  would  observe,  yet, 
after  sotee  hesitation,  the  demand  ^as  granted ;  and  their  in- 
ability to  prevent  the  passage  of  the  French  troops,  should  it 
be  attempted  by  force,  pleaded  ivi  excuse  of  thdr  conduct* 

$  XXXI*  Scarcely  had  the  French  army,  conunanded 
by  the  prince  de  Soubise,  set  foot  in  the  territories  of  Juli^v 
and  Cologn,  when  they  found  themselves  in  possession  of 
the  dutchy  of  Cleves  and  the  county  of  Marck,  where  all 
things  were  left  open  to  them,  the  Prussians,  who  evacuated 
their  posts,  taking  their  route  along  the  ,  river   Lippe,  in 
order  to  join  some  regiments  from  Magdcbourg,  who  where 
sent  to  facilitate  their  retreat*     The  distressed  inhabitants^ 
thus  exposed  to  the  calamities  of  war  from,  an  unprovoked 
enemy,  were  instantly  ordered  to  furnish  contributions, 
forage,  and  provisions  for  the  use  of  their  invaders ;  and, 
Sirhat  was  still  more  terrifying  to  them,  the  partisan  Fischer,, 
whose  cruelties,  the  last  war,  they  still  remembered  with 
horror,  was  again  let  loose  upon  them  by  the  inhumanity  of 
the  empress  queen*     Wessel  was  immediately  occupied  by 
the  French :  Emmerick  and  Maseyk  soon  shared  the  same 
fate :  and  the  city  of  Gueldres  was  besieged,  the  Prussians 
seeming  resolved  to  defend  this  last  place :  to  which  end 
they  opened  the  sluices,  and  laid  the  country/ under  water. 
Those  who  retreated,  filing  off  to  the  northwest  of  Pader- 
bom,  entered  the  county  of  Ritberg,  the  property  of  jcount 
Caunitz  Ritberg,  great  chancellor  to  the  empress  queen* 
After  taking  his  castle,  in  which  they  found  thirty  pieces  of 
cannon,  they  raised  contributions   in   the  district,   to  the 
amount  of  forty  thousand  crowns*    As  the  Prussians  retired, 
the  French  took  possession  of  the  country  they  quitted  in 
die  name  of  the  empress  queen,  whose  commissary  attended 
Aem  for  that  purpose*     The  general  rendezvous  of  these 
troops,  under  prince  Soubise,  was  appointed  at  Neuss,  in 
the  electorate  of  Cologn,  where  a  large  body  of  French  was 
assembled  by  the  first  of  April*     The  Austrians,  in  their 
turn,  were  not  idle*     .  Mareschal  Brown  visited  the  for« 
tifications  of  Brinn  and  Koningratz ;  reviewed  the  army 
of  the  late  prince   Picolomini,  now  under  the   command 
of  jg^neral  Surbelloni;  and  put  his  own  army  in  march 


Ibr  Ka$jdttz  qo  the  Elbe  whcgre  he  is  proposed  to  estab- 
lish his  headquarters. 

$  XXXII*  Duriog  the  recess  of  the  armies,  while  the 
rigours  of  winter  forced  them  to  suspend  their  hostile  ope- 
rations) and  the  greatest  preparations  were  making  to  open 
the  campaign  with  all  possible  vigour,  count  Bestucheff, 
great  chancellor  of  Russia,  wrote  a  circular  letter  to  the 
primate,  senators,  and  ministers  of  the  republic  of  Poland, 
setting  forth,  ^^  Th^t  the  empress  of  Russia  was  extremely 
*'*'  affected  with  the  king  of  Poland's  distress,  which  she 
^^  thought  could  not  bu|  excite  the  compassion  of  all  other 
^^  powers,  but  no^re  especially  of  his  allies :  that  the  fatal  con- 
^^  sequences  which  mig^t  result  from  the  rash  step  taken  by  the 
^'  king  of  Prussi<a^not  only  with  respect  to  the  tranquillity  of 
^^  Europe  in  general,  but  of  each  power  in  particular,  and 
^^  OUH'e  especially  of  the  neighbouring  countries,  were  so  evi- 
^'  dent,  that  the  interest  and  safety  of  the  several  princes 
^'  rendered  it  absolutely  necessary  they  should  make  it  a  com- 
*'*'  mon  cafise :  not  only  to  obtain  proper  satisfaction  for  those; 
^'  coorts  whose  dominions  had  been  so  u^njustly  attacked,  but 
*^  Ukewise  to  prescribe  such  bounds  to  the  king  of  Prussia  as 
v^  might  secure  them  from  any  future  apprehensions  from  so 
^^  eniterprising  and  restless  a  neighbour:  that^witl^  this  view, 
^^  the  empress  was  determined  to  assist  the  king  of  Poland 
'V  with  a  considerable  bodyof  troops,  which  were  acitually  up« 
^^  on  their  march,^  under  the  command  of  general  Apraxin ; 
^^  and  that,as  there  would  be  an  absolute  necessity  for  their 
^^  marching  through  part  of  the  territories  of  Poland,  her  Im- 
^'  perial  maljesty  hoped  the  republic  would  not  fail  to  facili- 
^^  tate  their  march  as  much  as  possible.'^'  She  further  recom- 
mended to  the  republic,  to  take  some  salutary  measures 
for  frustrating  the  designs  of  the  king  of  Prussia,  and 
restoring  harmony  among  themselves,  as  the  most  conducive 
measure  to  these  good  purposes.  In  this,  however,  the 
Poles  were  so  far  from  following  her  advice,  that  though 
sure  of  being  sacrificed  in  this  contest,  which  side  soever 
prevailed,  they  divided  into  parties  with  no  Iqss  zeal,  than 
if  they  had  as  much  to  hope  from  the  prevalence  of  one 
side,  as  to  fear  from  that  of  the  other.     Some  of  the  Palan 

X  This  letter  was  written  in  Deeember ;  and  the  Russians,  as  we  obaemetl  b?« 
fore  began  their  inarch  in  November. 
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the  frontier  of  Bohemia^  at  Krouttatu  tnd  Grasentteia, 
without  the  Io9s  of  a  single  man :  drove  away  the  enemj*^ 
the  .same  day  from  Kratzen,  aftd  proceeded  to  MachendoHF, 
near  Reichenberg.  The  sani«Vtt)ormng  Putkammer'a  hus- 
sars, who  formed  part  of  a  covfis,  commanded  by  a  colonel 
and  major,  routed  some  hundreds  of  the  enemy's  cuilraasiers, 
posted  before  Cohlin,  ijinder  the  conduct  of  prince  Ltch- 
tensein,  took  three  officers  and  upwards  of  sixty  hor« 
prisoners,  and  so  dispersed  the  rest,  that  they  wera  scarcely 
able  to  rally  near  Kratzen*  Night  coming  on'  obliged  the 
troops  to  remain  in  the  open  air  till  the  next  morning, 
when  at  break  of  day,  the  Prussians  mu-ched^n  tw^  coluAOs 
by  Habendorf,  towards  thie  enemy's  ^rmy,  amounting  to 
twenty-eight  thousand  men,  commanded  by  count  |Conigseg, 
and  posted  near  Reichsenberg.  As  soon  as  the  troops 
Were  formed,  they  advanced  toward*  the  enemy's  cavalry, 
drawn  up  in  three  lines  of  about  thirty  squadrons.  The 
two  wings  were  sustained  by  the  ^ufaiitry,  which  was 
posted  among  felled  trees  and  intrenchlnettts.  •  The  Prus- 
sians immediately  cannonaded  the  enemy's  cavalry,  who 
received  it  with  resolution,  having,  en  their  right  hand  a 
village,  and  on  their  left  a  wood,  .wh<^e  they  had  intrenched 
themselves.  But  the  prince  of  Bevera  having  caused 
fifteen  st2uadro;is  of  dragoons  of  the  second  line  to  advance., 
'  and  the  wood  on  his  right  to  be  attacked  at  the  same  time 
by  the  battalions  of  grenadiers  of  Kahlden  and  of  Moellen*- 
dorf,  and  by  the  regiment  of  the  prince  of  Prussia,  his 
dragoons,  who,  by  clearing  the  ground,  and  possessing  the 
intrenchment,  had  their  flanks  covered,  entirely  routed  the 
enemy's  cavalry.  In  the  mean  time  colonel-  Putkammer 
and  major  Schenfeld,  with  their  hussara,  though  flanked  by 
the  enemy's  artillery,  gave  the  Austrian  horse  grenadiers  a 
very  warm  reception^  whilst  genei^l  Lestewitz,  with  the 
left  wing  of  the  Prussians,  attacked  the  redoubts  that 
covered  Reichenberg.  Though  there  were  many  defiles 
atid  rising  grounds  to  pass,  all  occupied  by  the  Austrians; 
yet  the  regiment  of  Darmstadt  ftxroed  the  redoubt,  and  put 
to  flight  and  pursued  the  enemy,  after  some  discharge  of 
their  aj-tillery  and  small  arms,  from  one  eminence  to 
anpther,  for  the  distance  of  a  mile,  when  they  left  off  the 
pursuit.     The  action  began  at  half  an  hour  after  six,  and 
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coatiRutd  titt  dieven.  About  one  thousand  of;  ibe  Austriao* 
were  killed  and  wounded,  asxK>ng  the  former  were  general 
Porporati  and  count  Hohenfelds,  and  among,  the  latter 
prince  Lachtensteip  and  count  Mansfeld*  Twenty  of  their 
officers,  and  four  hundred  soldiers^  were  taken  prUoner^iy 
and-  thev  also  lost « three  standards.  On  the  side  of  the 
Prussians  seven  subalterns,  and  about  a  hundred'  men^ 
wiire  killed,  and  sixteen  oiEoers  and  a  |iundred  and  fifty 
men  wounded*  After  this  battle  mareschal  ,  Schwerin 
j6ined  the  prince  of  Severn,  m^de  himself  master  of  the 
greatest  part  of  the  circle  of  Buntzlau,  and  took  a  consid- 
erable magpazine  from  the  Austrianst  wl)om  be  dislodged* 
The  prince  Anhault. Dessau,  with  his  corps,  drew  near  thie 
king  of  Prussia's  army ;  then  the  latter,  advanced  as  far  a» 
Budan,  from  wheAce  the  Auscrians,  who  had  aQ  advan- 
tageous oamp  there,  retired  to  Westwarn,  halfway  between 
Budin  and  Prague;  and  his  Prussian  majesty  having 
passed  the  £gra,  his  army,  and  that  of  mareschal  Schwe^in^ 
were  so  situated,  as  to  be  able,  to  act  jointly.  . 

$  XXXV.  Th^^e  advantages  were  but  a  prelude  to  a 
much  more  decisive  victory,  which  the.  king  himself  gained 
a^  few  days.after^  Preparing  to  enter  Bohemia,  at  a  dis- 
tance from  any  of  the  corps  commanded  by  his  generals,  .h# 
made  a  movement  as  if  he  had  intended  to  march  towards 
£gra*  The  en^my,  deceived  by  this  fei^t,  and  imagining 
he  was  going  to  execute  some  design,  distinct  from  the 
object  of  other  armiej»,  detached  a  body  of  twenty  thousand 
men  to  observe  his  motions;  t^en  he  made  a. sudden  and 
mastei^ly  movement  to  the  left,  by  which  he  cut  off  all  com- 
munication between  that  detachment  and  the  m^in  a^my  of 
the  Austrians,  which  having  been  reinforced  by  the  army 
of  MoraVia,  by  the  remains  of  the  corps  lately  defeated  by 
the  duke  of  Bevem,  and  by  several  regiments  of  the  garri- 
son of , Prague,  ^amounted  to  near  a  hunclred  thousand  men« 
They  were  strongly  intrenched  on  the  banks  of  the  Moldaw, 
to  the  north  of  Prague,  in  a  camp  so  fortified  by  every 
advantage  of  nature,  and  every  contrivance  of  art,  as  to  be 
deemed  almost  impregnable*  The  left  wing  of  the  Austri- 
ans, thus  situated,  was  guarded  by  the  mountains  of  Ziscka, 
and  the  right  extended  as  far  as  Herboholi ;  prince  Charles 
of  Lorraine,  and  mareschal  Brown,  who  comtiianded  them. 
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«tteawd  dcftrmintd^  to  maintelfi  diis  tdyant»g«ott«  jioic; 
but  the  king  of  Pf  utsia  overk>oited  aM  dtlkiihies.  Having 
thrown  seveyat  brklges  over  the  BloldttW  oft  the  fifth  ol 
May,  be  paansed  that  river  on  the  momkig  of  the  si&lh,  wHK 
thirty  thousand  men,  kaving  the  rest  of  the  ariny  «Rulerthe 
command  of  the  prince  of  Aiihaoh  DessaCi ;  and  being  Imitie^ 
diately  joined  by  the  troofM  wndcir  mareaehal  Sehwerin  and 
the  prince  of  Severn,  ivsolved  to  attack  the  enemy  on  the^ 
same  day.  In  consequence  of  this  resolution,  his  army^ 
filed  otf  on  the  left  by  Poischernita^  |  and  at  the  same  time 
coont  Bro^n  wheeled  to  the  right,  to  avoid  being  flanked. 
The  Prnssians  continued  their  march  to  fiichwitts,  traver- 
sing several  defiles  and  morasses,  which  for  a  IHde  thifea 
^parated  the  infantry  from  the  rest  of  the  army.  The  foot 
began  the  attack  too  precipitately,  and  were  at  first  repulsed^ 
hut  they  soon  recovered  themselves*  WhHe  the  king  of 
Prussia  took  the  enemy  in  flank^  mareschid  Schwerin  ad->> 
vatK^ed  to  a  marshy  ground,  which  suddenly  stopping  hk 
army,  threatened  to  disconcert  the  whole  plan  of  operation* 
In  this  emergency,  he  immediately  dismounted,  and  taking 
the  standard  of  the  regiment  in  his  hand,  boldly  entered  the 
mcyrass,  crying  out,  ^^  let  all  brave  Prnsstans  foUow  me.'* 
Ittspvred  by  the  example  of  this  great  commanider,  now 
eighty-two  years  of  age,  all  the  troops  pressed  forward,  and 
though  he  was  imfortunately  killed  by  the  first  fire,  their 
9rdoor  abated  not  till  they  had  totally  defeated  the  e»emy« 
k'Thiia  fell  mareschal  Sehwerm,  loaded  with  years  and  gloK 
^y,  an  officer  whose  superior  talents  hi  the  militiuy  art  held 
been  displayed  in  a  long  course  of  faithful  service.  Jin  the 
mean  finiFe,  the  Prossian»t«fantry,  wht«b  had  been  separated 
in  the  march,  i^rming  themselves  afresh,  renewed  the  attack 
on  the  enemy's  right,  and  entirely  broke  ft,  while  their 
cavalry,  after  three  charges,  obliged  that  of  the  Auatriani 
to  retive  in  great  confusion,  the  centre  being  at  the  same 
time  to^ally  roqted.  The  left  wing^of  the  Prussians  then 
marched  immediately  towards  Mrshely,  amd  being  there 
joined  by  the  horse,  renewed  their  attack,  while  the  eiii^mj 
were  retreating,  hastily  towards  Sasxawar^  Meanwhile' the 
troops^  on  the  right  of  the  Prussian  army  attacked  the  remains 
of  the  left  wing  of  the  Austrians^  and  made  themselves 
masters  of  three  batteries*     Hut  the  behaviour  of  the  inian* 
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try  m  thf  -last  attack  was  so  succcBsibl,  aa  vo  leatre  little 
toQfXi  for  ihia  part  of  the  cavalry  to  act.  Pritioe  Henry  df 
Prusaia,  md  the  priaee  of  Bevem^  signalized  theaksdvee  on 
ibis  occasion  in  storming  two  batteries ;  prince  Perdiiiaiid 
of  Brunswick  took  the  left  wing  of  the  Auatrians  in  fiank^ 
while  the  king  with  his  left,  and  a  body  of  cavalry,  secured 
the  passage  of  the  Moldaw.  In  short,  after  a  very  long 
and  obstinate  engagement,  and  many  signal  examples  of 
valour  on  both  sides,  the  Austrians  were  forced  to  abandon 
%h€  field  of  battle,  leaving  behind  sixty  pieces  of  cannon,  att 
their  tents,  baggage,  military  chest,  and,  in  a  word,  their 
whole  camp*  The  weight  of  the  bsfcttle  fell  upon  the  right 
wing  of  the  A^^trians,  the  remains  of  which,  to  the  amount 
of  len  or  twelve  thousand  men,  fled  towards  Beneschau, 
where  they  afterwards  assemUed  under  M.  Pretlach,  genr 
eral  of  horse.  The  infantry  retired  towards  Prague,  and 
diFew  themselves  into  that  city  with  their  commandei^) 
IMrince  Charles  of  Lormioe,  and  mareschal  Brown ;  but 
they  were  much  harassed  in  their  retftat  by  a  detachment 
of  the  Prussians  under  mareschal  Keith.  The  Prussians 
took,  on  this  occasion,  ten  standards,  and  upwards  of  fout 
thousand  prisoners,  .thirty  of  whom  were  officers  of  rank. 
Their  loss  amounted  to  about  two  thousand  five  hundred 
kiUed,  and  about  three  thousand  wounded.  A^nong  the 
former  were  general  d' Amstel,  the  prince  of  Hohtein  Beck, 
the  colonels  Gohze  and  Manstein,  and^ieutenant  colonel 
9oke«v  Among  the  latter,  the  generala  Wenterfieid,  de  la 
Mothe,  Peuque,  Hautcharmoy,  Blakensee,  and  Plettenberg* 
The  pumber  of  the  killed  and  wounded  on  the  side  of  the 
Austrians  was  much  greater.  Among  these  last  was  mar*- 
escbal  Brown^  who  received  a  wound,  which,  from  the 
chagrin  he  suffered,  rather  than  from  its  own  nature,  proved 
moital.  The  day  after  the  battle,  colonel  Meyer  'was 
detliched  with  a  battalion  of  Prussian  pandours,  and  four 
hundred  hussars,  to  destroy  a  very  considerable  and  valua- 
ble magazine  of  the  Austrians  at  Pilsen,  and  this  service 
he  performed*  He  also  compkted  the  destruction  of  several 
others  of  less  importance ;  by  the  loss  of  which,  however, 
all  possibility  of  subsistence  was  cut  off  from  any  succours 
the  Austtiaiia  might  have  expected  from  the  empire^ 
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$  XXXVL'  The  Prussians,  folk)wing  their  blow,  iteme- 
difitely  invested^  Prague  on  bcyih  sides  of  the  river,  the  king 
'eommftnding  on  one  side,  and  mareschal  Keith  on  the 
odiier.  In  four  days  the  #hole  city  tras  surrounded  with 
lines  and  intrenehments,  by  which  all  communication  from 
without  was  entirely  cut  off:  prince  Charles  of  Lorraine- 
and  mareschal  Brown,  the  two  princes  of  Saxony,  the  prince 
of  Modena,  the  du'ke  d'Aremberg,  count  Lacy,  and  several 
other  persons  of  great  distinction,  were  shut  up  within  the 
walk,  together  with  above  twenty  thousand  of  the  Austrian 
army,  who  had  taken  refuge  in  Prafgue  after  their  defeat; 
Every  things  continued  quiet  on  both  sides,  scarce  a  cannon 
shot  being  iired  by  either  for  some  time  after  this  blockade 
was  formed ;  and  in  the  mean  time  after  this  blockade  made 
themselves  masters  of  Cziscaberg,  an  eminence  which  com- 
mands the  town,  where  the  Austrians  had  a  strong  redoubt, 
continuing  likewise  to  strengthen  their  works.  Already 
,  they  had  made,  a  ss^ly,  and  taken  some  other  ineffectual 
steps  to  recover  thii^posti  but  a  more  decisive  stroke  was 
necessary.  Accoi^dingly,  a  design  was' formed  of  attacking 
the  Prussian  army  in  the  night  with  a  body  of  twelve  thou-^ 
|Sand  men,  to  be  sustained  by  all  the  grenadiers,  volunteers^ 
paiKiours,  and  Hungarian  infantry.  In  case  an  impression 
could  be  made  on  the  king's  lines,  it  Was  intended  to  open 
a  way,  sword  in  hand,  through  the  camp  of  the  besiegers, 
and  to  ease  Prague  of  the  multitude  of  forces  locked  up 
useless  within  the  walls,  serving  only  to  consume  the  pro- 
visions of  the  garrison,  and  hasten  the  surrender  of  the 
place.  Happily  a  deserter  gave  the  prince  of  Prussia 
iiiteUigence  of  the  enemy*s  design  about  eleven  o'clock  at 
night.  Proper  measures  were  immediately  taken  for  their 
reception,  and  in  less  than  a  quartj^r  of  an  hour  the  whble 
army  was  under  arms.  This  design  was  conducted  with 
so  inuch  silence,  that  though  the  Prussians  were  warned  of 
it  they  could  discover  nothing  before  the  enemy  had  char- 
ged their  advanced  posts.  Their  attack  was  beg^n  on  the 
side  of  the  little  town,  against  mareschal  Keith's  camp,  and 
the  left  wing  of  the  Prussian  ^rmy  encatnped  on  the  Mol- 
daw.  From  hence  it  is  probable  the  Austrians  prbposed 
not  only  to  destroy  the  batteries  that  were  raising,  but  to 
'attack  the  bridges  of  ^communication  which  the  Prussians 
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threw  over  the  Moldaw,  at  about  a  gua^r  of  ^  a  German 
mile  above  and  below  Prague,  at  Branig  and  Podbaba« 
The  greatest  alarm  began  about  two  o'clock,  when  the  enemy- 
hoped  to  have  come  silently  and  unexpectedly  upon  the 
miners,  but  they  had  left  work  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
before*  At  the  report  of  the  first  piece  which  they  fired, 
the  piquet  of  the  third  battalion  of  Prussian  guards,  to  the 
number  of  a  hundred  men,  who  marched  out  of  the  camp 
io  sUstain  the  body  which  covered  the  works,  was  thrown 
into  some  confusion,  from  the  darkness  of  the  night,  which 
prevented  their  distinguishing  the  Austrian  troops  from 
their  own.  Lieutenant  Jork,  detached  with  two  platoons 
to  reconnoitre  the  enemy,  attempting  to  discover  their  dis- 
position by  kindling  a  fire,  captain  Rodig,  by  the  light  of 
this  fire,  perceived  the  enemy's  sijtuation,  immediately 
formed  the  design  of  falling  upon  them  in  flank,  and  gave 

.  orders  to  his  men  to  fire  in  platoons,  which  they  performedi 
mutually  repeating  the  signal  given  by  their  commander* 
The  enemy  fled  with  the*  greater  precipitation,  as  th^y  were 
ignorant  of  the  weakness  of  the  piquet,  and  as  the  shouting 
of  the  Prussian  soldiers  made  them  mistake  it  foranumei*- 
ous  body.  Many  of  them  deserted,  many  took  shelter  in  . 
Pjrague,  and  many  more  were  driven  into  the  river  and  ^ 

'  drowned.  At  the  same  time  this  attack  began,  a  regimdnt 
of  horse  grenadiers. fell  upon  a  redoubt  which  the  Prussians 
had  thrown  up,  supported  by  the  Hungarian  infantry :  they 
returned  three  times  to  the  assault,  and  were  as-  often  beat 
back  by  the  Prussians,  whom  they  found  it  impossible  to 
dislodge ;  though  prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunswick's  battal* 
ion,  which  guarded  this  post,  suffered  extremely.  During 
this  attack  the  enemy  kept  an  incessant  fire  with  their  mus» 
ketry  upon  the  whole  front  of  the  Prussians,  from. the  con« 
vent  of  St.  Margaret  to  the  river.  At  three  in  the  morning 
the  Prussians  quitted  their  camp  to .  engage  the  enemy. 

«  The  battalion  of  Pannewitz  attacked  a  building  called  the 
redhouse,  situated  at  the  bottom  of  a  declivity  before  Well- 
astowitz*  The  pandours,  who  had  taken  possession  of  this 
house,  fired  upon  them  incessantly  from  all  the  doors  and 
windows  until  they  were  dislodged ;  and  the  Prussian  bat' 
talioQs  were  obliged  to  sustain  the  fire  both  of  cannon  and 
musketry  for  above  two  hours,  when  the  enemy  retired  to 
Vol.  III.  I  i  i 
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the  city,  except  tlve  pandoUtv^  who  sgtia  look  fouMstmi  of 
the  redhoutof  which  the  Prussians  were  fonted  to  atnindoav. 
hecnuse  the  ftnillety  of  Prague  kept  a  coonoiia}  fm  up^iit 
from  the  moment  It  was  kiiowo  to  be  in  their  hand*.  The 
Auatrians  left  behind  them  many  dead  ami  wouiaded,  heakiei 
deserters ;  and  the  Prussians,  notwithstanding  the  loas  of 
several  officers  and  private  men,  made  some  prisooersu  Prince 
Perdtnahd,  the  king  of  PmiMia's  jrootigest  brotker,  had  a 
horse  killed  under  him,  and  was  slij^dy  wounded  ia.the  face* 
$  XXX VIL  The'  Prussian  works  being  compteced^ 
and  heavy  artillery  arrived;,  four  batteries  erected  on  the 
banks  of  the  MoMaw  began  to  piby  with  grea%  fury.  Near 
thi^ee  hundred  bombs,  besides  an  infinity  of  ignited  baUs^ 
were  dirown  into  the  city  in  thie.  space  of  tWenty^&ur 
hours.  .  The  scene  was  lamentabk,  houses,  ms&A^  and 
horses  wrapped  in  flames,  and  reduced  to  ashes.  Tlie 
confusion  within^  together  with  the  want  of  proper  artiilery 
and  ammunition,  obliged  the  An»|riains  to  cease  firings  and 
furnished  his  Prussian  majesty  with  all  the  opportunity  he 
icould  wish  of  pouring  destructioii  upon  this  unfortunate 
city.  The  horrors  of  war  seemed  to'  b^ve  extingui^ed  the 
principles  x>f  humanity.  No  regard  was  paid  to  the  dis^ 
tress  of  the  Inhabitants ;  tho  Austrians  obstinately  niah>- 
tained  possession,  and  the  Pruissians  practised  every  stra«« 
tagem,  every  barbarous  refinement,  that  constitutes  the 
military  art,  to  oblige  them  to  capitulate.  After  ^  cott- 
flagration  had  lasted  three  days,  and  consumed,  a  prodigious 
number  df  buildings,  the  principal  inhabitants^  burghers, 
and  clergy,  perceiving  their  city  on  the  point  of  being  re- 
duced to  a  heap  of  rubbish,  besought  tlie  commander,  in  a 
body,  to  hearken  to  terms ;  but  he  was  deaf  to  the  voice  of 
pity,  and)  instead  of  bcia^  moved  with  their  snpplicationsv 
drove  out  twelve  thousand  persons,  the  least  useful  in 
defending  the  city.  These,  by  order  of  his  Prossian 
majesty,  were  again  forced  Ijack,  which  soon  pnoduced  so 
great  a  scarcity  of  provision  within  the  waHs,  that  the 
Austrians  were  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  eating  horse* 
fiesh,  forty  horses  being  daily  distriiiuted  to  the  troops^  and 
the  same  food  sold  at  four-pence  a  pound  to  the  inhabttanls. 
However,  as  there  still  remained  great  abunda^e  of  com, 
thej-  were  far  from  being  bit)ijgiit,  to  the  last  cKtremity* 
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Two  S^igofjaiis  and  well  eoaducted  aaUies  were  mode,  but 
they  proved  unimcceasfuU  The  ooly  advantage  re«ultiug 
ifom  them)  was  Uie  perpetual  alarm  in  which  -they  kept 
^e  PriAastan  camp,  and  the  vigilance  required  to  guard 
ugaifi^t  the  aHaefca  of  a  numerous,  resolute,  and  desperate 
^n-i^OQ* 

$  X^XVIII.  Whatever  difficulties  might  have  at^ 
tended  the  4:fiinquest  of  Prague,  certain  jt  is,  that  the  affairs 
of  the  empress  queen  were  in  the  most  critical  and  desperate 
siluffition. ,  Her  .grand  army  dispersed  in  parties,  and  flying 
f^  subsistence  in  small  corps ;  tlieir  princes  and  com- 
.manders  cooped  up  in  Prague;  that  capital  in. imminent 
danger  of  being  taken,  the  flourishing  kingdom  of  Qohemi^ 
ready  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  conqueror;  a  consider- 
aUe  army  on  the  point  of  svu-rendering  prisoners  of  war ; 
all  the  queen's  hereditary  dominioas  open  and  exposed, 
the  whole  fertile  tract  of  country  from  Egra  to  the  Moldaw 
in  actual  possession  of  the  Prussians,  the  distance  to  the 
airchdutchy  of  Austria  not  very  considerable,  and  setured 
oniy  by  the  Danube;  Vienna  under  the  utmost  apprehen* 
sions  of.  a  siege,  and  t]|;ie  Imperial  family  ready  to  take 
refuge  in  Hungary;  the  Prussian  forces  deemed  invincible, 
aad  the  sanguine  friends  of  that  monarch  already  sharing 
with  ■■  him,  in  imagination,  the  spoils  of  tt^  ancient  and 
illustrious  house  of  Austria^  Such  was  the  aspect  of  affairs, 
fmi  such  the  difficulties,  to  be  combated,  when  Leopold, 
count  Daun,  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  Austrian 
forces,  to..stem  the  torrent  of  disgrace,  and  turn  the  fortune 
of  the  war.  This  general,  tutored  by  long  experience 
under  the  best  officers  of  Europe,  and  the  particular  fa- 
vourite of  the  great  Kevenhuller,-  was  now,  for  the  first 
time,  raised  to  act  in  chief,  at  the  head  of  an  army,  on 
which  depended  the  fate  of  Austria  and  the  empire. 
Bom  of'  a  noble  family,  he  relied  solely  upon  his  own 
merit,  without  soliciting  court  favour;  he  aspired  after 
tjfte  ^highest  preferm«H,  and  succeeded  by  mere  dint  of 
satperior  worth.  His  progress  from  the  station  of  a  sub« 
nh»m  was  slow  and  sclent;  his  promotion  to  the  chief  com- 
aaaiid  was  received  with  universal  esteem  and  applause. 
Cautious,  steady^  penetrating,  and  sagacious,  he  was  opposed 
ms  another  Fabiiis  to  the  modern  Hannibal,  to  che<:k  the  fire 
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and  vigour  of  that  monarch  by  prudent  foreaigbt  4uid  wary 
circumspection*  Arriving  at  Bemischbrod,  within  a  few 
miles  of  Prague,  the  day  after  the  late  defeat,  he  halted  to 
collect  the  fugitive  corps  and  broken  remains^  of  the  Aus- 
trian army,  and  soon  drew  together  a  force  siO  considerable 
as  to  attract  the  notice  of  hiis'  Prussian  majesr^r,  who 
detached  the  prince  of  Bevem,  with  twenty  battalions,  and 

'  thirty  squadrons,  to  attack  him  before  numbers  should 
render  him  formidable.  Daun  Vras  too  prudent  to  give 
battle,  with  dispirited  troops,  to  an  army  flushed  widi 
victory*  He  retired  on  the  first  advice  that  the  Prussians 
were  sudvancing,  and  took  post  at  KoUn,  where  he  intrenched 
himself  strongly,  opened  the  way  for  the  daily  supply  of 
recruits  sent  to  his  army,  and  inspired  the  garrison  of 
Prague  with  fresh  courage,  in  expectation  of  being  soon 
relieved*  Mere  he  kept  close  within  his  camp,  divided 
the  Prussian  force,  by  obliging  the  king  to  cmpioy  n^r  half 
his  army  in  watching  his  designs,  weakened  his  .efforts 
against  Prague,  harassed  the  enemy  by  cutting  off  their 
convbys,  and  restored,  by  degrees,  the  languishing  and 
almost  desponding  spirits  of  his  troops*  Perfectly  ac- 
quainted with  the  ardour  and  discipline  of  the. Prussian 
forces,  with  the  enterprising  and  impetuous  disposition  of 
that  monarch,  and  sensible  that  his  situation  would  prove 
irksome  and  embarrassing  to  the  enemy,  he  improved  it  to 
the  best  advantage,  seemed  to  foresee  all  the  consequences^ 
and  ^lirected' every  measure  to  produce  them.  Thus  he 
retarded  the  enemy's  operations,  and  assiduously  avoided 
precipitating  an  action  until  the  Prussian  vigour  should  be 
exhausted,  their  strength  impaired  by  losses  and  desertion^ 
the  first  fire  and  ardour  of  their  genius  extinguished  by 
continual  fatigue  and  incessant  alarms,  and  until  the  im- 
pression made  on  his  own  men,  by  the  late  deleat^  should, 
in  some  degree,  be  effaced^  The  event  justified  Daun's 
conduct.  His  army  grew  every  day  more  numerous, 
while. his  Prussian  majesty  began  to  .express  the  utmost 
impatience  at  the  length  of  the  siege*  When  that  monarch 
first  invested  Prague,  it  was  on  the  presumption  that  the 
numerous  forces  within  the  walls  would,  by  consuming  aH 
the  provision,  oblige  it  to  surrender  in  a  few  days ;  but 

^  ferceivitig  that  the  Austriap^  h^d  still  a  considerable 
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quantity  of  corn,  that  count  Daun's  army  was  daily  ini 
creasing,  and  would  soon  be  powerful  enough  not  only  to 
cope  with  the  detachment  under  thi^  prince  of  Bevern,  but 
in  a  condition  to  raise  the  siege,  he  determined  to  give  the 
count  battle  with  one  part  of  his  army,  while  he  kept 
Prague  l^locked  up  with  the  other.  T^  Austrians, 
amounting  now  to  sixty  thousand  men,  were  deeply  in- 
trenched, and  defended  by  a  numerous  train  of  artillery, 
placed  on  redoubts  and  batteries  erected  on  the  'most  ad- 
vantageous posts.  Every  accessible  part  of  the  camp  was 
fortified  with  lines  and  heavy  pieces  of  battering  ctononj 
find  the  foot  of  the  hills  secured  by  difficult  defiles.  Yet, 
strong  as  this  situation  might  appear,  formidable  as  the 
Austrian  forces  certainly  were,  his  Prussian  majesty  un- 
dertook to  dislodge  them  with  a  body  of  horse  and  foot 
not  exceediftg  thirty-two  thousand  men. 

§  XXXIX.  On  the  thirteenth  day  of  June,  the  king 
of  Prussia  quitted  the  camp  beforfe  PragUe,  escorted  by  a 
few  battalions  and  squadrons,  with  which  he  joined  the 
prince  of  Bevern  at  Milkowitz.  Mareschal  Keith,  it  ii 
said,  strenuously  opposed  this  measure,  and  advised  either 
raifising  the  siege  entirely,  and  attacking  the  Austrians  with 
the  united  forces  of  Prussia,  or  postponing  the  attack  on 
the  camp  at  Kolin,  until  his  majesty  should  either  gain  pos- 
session of  the  city,  or  some  attempts  should  be  nlade  to 
oblige  him  to  quit  his  posts.  From  either  measure  an  ad- 
vantage would  have  resulted.  With  his  whole  army  he 
might  probably  have  defeated  count  Daun,  or  at  least  have 
obliged  him  to  retreat.  Had  he  continued  within  his  lines 
at  Prague,  the  Austrian  general  could  not  have  constrained 
him  to  raise  the  siege  without  losing  his  own  advantageous 
situation,  and  giving  battle  upon  terms  nearly  equal.  But 
the  king,  elated  with  success,  impetuous  in  his  valour,  and 
confident  of  the  superiority  of  his  own  troops  in  point  of 
disciplitie,  thought  all  resistance  must  sink  under  the  weight 
of  his  victorious  arm,  and  yield  to  that  courage  which  had 
already  surmounted  such  difficulties,  disregarded  the  mare- 
schal's  sage  counsel,  and  marched  up  to  the  attack  un« 
daunted,*  and  even  assured  of  success.  By  the  eighteenth 
the  two  armies  were^  in  sight,  and  his  majesty  found  that 
•ount  Daun  bad  not  only  fortified  his  pamp  with  all  the 
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ivy  cannon  of  Olmutz,  but  was  strongly  reinforced  wi^ 
troops  from  Moravia  and  Austriai  which  had  joined  him 
after  ^ the  king's  departure  from  Prague.     He  found  tbe 
Austrians  drawn  up  in  three  lines  upon  the  high  grounds 
between  Genlitz  and  St.  John  the  Baptist.     Difficult'  as  it 
was   to   approach    their   situatidn,   the   Prussian  infantry 
marched  up  with  firmness,  while  shot  was  poured  like  hail 
from  the  enemy's  batteries,  and  began  the  attack  about  three 
lU^thc  afternoon.     They  drove  the  Austrians  with  irre- 
sistible intrepidity  from  two  eminences  secured  with  heavy 
cannoUj  and  two  villages  defended  by  several  battalions ; 
but,  in  attacking  the  third  eminence,  were  flanked  by  die 
Austrian  cavalr}%  by  grape  shot  poured  from  the  batteries ; 
and,  after  a  violent  conflict,  and  prodigious  loss  of  men, 
thrown  into  disorder.     Animated  with  the  king's  presence, 
they  rallied,  and  returned  with  double  ardour  to  the  charge, 
but  were  a  second  time  repulsed.    Seven  times  successively 
did  prince  Ferdinand  renew  the  attack,  performing  every 
duty  of  a.  great  general  and  valiant  soldier,  though  always 
with  the  same  fortune.     The  inferiority  of  the  Prussian 
infantry,  the  disadvantages  of  ground,  where  the  cavalry 
could  not  act,  the  advantageous  situation  of  the  enemy, 
their   numerous    artillery,  their  intrenchments,   numbers^ 
and  obstinacy,  joined   to  the  skill  and  conduct  of  their 
general,  all  conspired  to  defeat  the  hopes  of  the  Prussians, 
to  surmount- their  valour,  and  oblige  them  tO' retreat.     The 
king  then  made  a  last'  and  furious  effort,  at  the  head  of  the 
cavalry,  on  the  enemy's  left  wing,  but  with  'as  little  success 
as  all  the  former  attacks.      Every  effort  was   made,  and 
every  attempt  was  productive  only  of  greater  losses  an4 
misfortunes.      At  last,  after  exposing  his  person  in  the  most 
perilous  situations,  his  Prussian  majesty  drew  off  his  forces 
from  the  field  of  battle,  retiring  in  such  good  order,  in 
sight  of  the  enemy,  as  prevented  a  pursuit,  or  the  loss  of 
his  artillery  and  baggage.      Almost  all  the  officers  6n  either 
side   distinguished   themselves;    and   count  Daun,  whose 
conduct  emulated  that  of  his  Prussian  majesty,  received 
two  slight  wounds,  and  had  a  horse  killed  under  him.    The 
losses  of.  both  armies  were  very  considerable:  on  that  qf 
the  Prussians,  the  killed  and  wounded  amounted  to  eight 
tfaoukand ;  less  pernicious,  however,  to  his  majesty's  caus^ 
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^n  the  fr^aent  vi^raHionSy  and  other  iimumeraU^  iH  to^k- 
sequenced  that  eiiftiied» 

$  XL.  WiveB  the  ProssftaA  tirmy  arrived  %t  Nimbi!irghy 
his  majeUf ,  leaving  the  command  with  the  priAce  of  Be*- 
vetnu  tood;  hprae,  and  escorted  by  tvrelve  or  fourteen  bus* 
ftars,  f^et  out  for  Pra^ie,  where  he  arrived  next  morning 
without  halting^  after  havi;ng  been  the  whole  preceding  6fy 
ou  horseback,.  Immediately  he  gave  .orders  for  sendm^ 
off  all  his  artillery^  ammunition  and  baggage  ;  these  Were 
esLccuted  with  90  much  expedition^  that  the  tents  were 
atruck,  and  the  ariny  on  their  march,  belbre  the  garrison 
were  informed  of  the  king's  defeat.  Thus  terminated  the 
battle  of  Kolin  and  siege  of  Prague,  in  which  the  acknow^- 
leged  errors  of  his  Prussian  majesty  were,  in  some  mea- 
aure,  atoned  by  thexandour  with  which  he  owned  his  mis- 
take^ both  in  a  letter  to  the  earl  mareschal,^  and  in  conver- 
sation with  several  of  his  general  officers*  Most  people, 
indeed,  imagined  die  king  highly  blamable  for  checking 
the  ardour  of  his  troops  to  stop  and  lay  siege  to  Prague. 
They  thought  he  should  have  pursued  his  conquests,  over- 
run Austria,  Moravia,  and  all  the  hereditary  dominions, 
from  which  alone  the  empress  queen  could  draw  speedy- 
succours;  A  body  of  twenty  or  thirty  thousand  men 
would  have  Uocked  up  Prague,  while  the  remainder  of  the 
Prussian  forces  might  have  obliged  the  Impfcrial  family  to 
retire  from  Vienna,  and  effectually  prevented  count  Daun 
irofOk  iiftjKembling  another  army^     It  was  universally  expecti^ 

V  **  The  liTiperial  grenadiers,"  sa^s  he>  **  ai*e  an  admirable  corps  j.  onft 
lii»dre<i  eofn{>ai)te8  defended  a  rising  gro«<id,  which  my  best  it^tntry  could  not 
carry.  Ferdinand  who  commanded  them,  returned  seven  times  to  the  charge ; 
hvA  'to  fio  purpose.  At  first  he  mastered  a  batteiy,  but  could  not  hold  it.  The 
enemy  had  uic  advantage  of  a  numerous  and  well-served  artillery.  \t  did  honour 
to  Lichtenstein,  who  liad  tlie  direction.  Only  the  I'russian  army  can  dispute  it 
with  him.  My  infantry  were  too  few.  All  my  cavalry  were  present,  and  idle 
spectators,  excepting  a  bold  push  by  my  household  troops,  and  some  dra^|Oon«. 
F<irdifiand.<attacke(l  without  powder:  the  enemy,  in  return,  were  not  sparmgof 
their' s.  I'hey  had  the  advantage  of  a  rising  grouadl,  of  intrenchroents,  and  of  a 
prodigious  artillery.  Several  of  my  regiments  were  repulsed  by  their  musket^*, 
Henry  ^erforrood  wonders  I  tremble  for  my  worthy  brothers  ;  they  are  too 
brave.  Fortune  turned  her  back  on  me  this  day.  I  ought  to  have  expected 
it ;  she  is  a  female,  and  I  am  no  gallant.  In  fact,  1  ought  to  have  had  moi^e  infan- 
try. Success, -ray  dear  Icu^,  often  ocoasionB  destrufbtivc  confidence.  IVenty-four 
battalitms  were  not  sudicient  to  dislodge  sixty  thousand  men  fi'om  an  advantageous 
f>06t.  AnofChtir  ti«w  we  will  do  better.  What  say  yon  of  this  league,  which  has  only 
the  mat*quis  of  Brandenburgh  for  its  object  i  The  great  elector  would  be  sur- 
prised to  see  his  gi-audson  at  war  with  the  Kussians,  ihe  Austrians,  almost  all  Gcr- 
ittani<v,  and  a  hundi<ed  thowMind  French  auxiliaries.  I  know  not  whether  k  would 
be  disgraiBe  in  me  to  submit^  but  I  am  sure  there  will  be  no  |^ory  in  vanquishing 
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ed  he  would  h^ve  .bent  his  march  stniigh^  %p^  ^s  capital. ; 
but  he  dreaded  leaving  the  numerous  army  in  Prague  be- 
hind, and  it  was  oiF  gpreat  importance  to  complete  the.  con- 
.quest  of  Bohemia.  The  prince  of  Prussia  marct^aU 
,  night  with  his  corps  to  Nimburo^,  where  he  joined  the 
prince  of  Bevern,  and  mareschal  Keith  retreated  next..4ay. 
Count  Brown  having  died  bdbre,  of  the  wounds  he  received 
on  the  sixth  of  May,  prince  Charles  of  Lorraine  sallied  out 
with  a  large  body  of  Akistrians,  and;attacked  the  rear  of  the 
Prussians  ;  but  did  no  further  mischief  than,  killing  about 
two  hundred  of  their  m^ju  .  The.sit^ge  of  Prague  being 
thus  raised,  the  imprisoned  -  Austrians  received  their 
deliverer,  count  Dauo,  wfith  >  in^pEpressi^le  joy,  and  their 
i^i^ed  forces  became  greatly ;.  superior  to  those  of  the  king 
of  Prussia,  who  was  in  ^asa9.|(%.4Ltne  obliged  to  evacuate 
Bohemia,  and  take  refi^ge  in  Saxony.  The  Austrians 
harassed  him  as  much  as  possible  in  his  retreat;  but 
their  armies,  though  superior  in  numbers,  wen;  not  in 
a  condition,  from  their  late^sufierings,  to  make  any  decisive 
attempt  upon  hiijck^  as  the  frontiers  of  Saxopy  abound  with 
situations  easily  defended* 

$  XL  I.  Having  thus  described  the  progress  of  the 
Prussians  in  Bohemia,  we  must  cast  our  eyes  on  ^e  trans- 
actions which  distinguished  the  campaign  in  Westphalia. 
To  guard  against  the  storm  which  menaced  Hanover  in  par- 
ticular, orders  were  transmitted  thither  to  recruit  t]^e  troops 
|hat  had  been  sent  back  from  England^  to  augment  each 
company,  to  remount  the  cavalry  with  the  utmost  expedi- 
tion ;  not  to  suffer  any  horses  to  be  conveyed  out  of  the 
electorate;  to  furnish  the  magazines  in  that  country  with 
all  things  necessary  for  fifty  thousand  men.  Of  these 
twenty-six  thousand  were  to  be  Hanoverians,  and,  in  con- 
sequence of  engagements  entered  into  for  that  purpose, 
twelve  thousand  Hessians,  six  thousand  Brunswickers,  two 
thousand  Saxe  Gothans;  and  a  thousand  Lunenburghers, 
to  be  joined  by  a  considerable  body  of  Prussians,  the 
whole  commanded  by  his  royal  highness  the  duke  of  Cum- 
ber iund.^  The  king  of  England  having  published  a  mani- 
festo, dated  at  Hanover,  specifying  his  motives  for  taking* 
the  field  in  Westphalia,  the  troops  of  the  confederated 
istatcs  that  were  to  compose  the  aHied  army,  under  the  name 
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of  >ati  $01117  ^f  olwcrva^on,  be^n  -  to  amcttble'  nlik  ail 
possible  diligenoi^  near  Biekfcldt.  ThMier  the  generals, 
appointed  to  coitiBKiiid  tbe  atrer^  divasions,  .isepaired,  to 
seule  ^  plan  of  opcratiottis  wkh  their  coamiander,  the 
dulce  of  Camberiand,  «rho,  haraig  left  iLendon  on  the 
aittthof  April,  artiiFed  on  the  sketeentb  mt  Hanover^  andl 
hota  thence  repaired  to  die  arm^,  whkh,  iHmngfoeen  joined 
hy  three  Prcmsian  regiments  that  retired  from  Wesel, 
consisted  of  diirty-«eveA  battaiioiis  ,waA  thirly-fettr 
squadrons*  Of  fhese^  six  baittiAtoas  aoid  six  squadrons 
were  posted  at  Bidefeldt^  under  the  cMnmand  of  lieu-* 
tenant  general  barbft^  de  Sporcken;  six  battalions  imder 
lieutenant  general  de  Block,  at  Hervorden  ;  six  battalions  X 

aod  four  squadronSii  under  major  general  Ledebour,  be- 
twreea  Henrorden  and  Mindenf  seven  battidions  and  ten 
sqisadrons,  under  lieutenant  general  d'Oberg  in  the  netgln 
bourhood  of  Hamelen ;  and  five  battalions  and  four  squa-* 
drons,  under  major  general  de  Hauss^  near  Nienburghi 
The  headquarters  of  his  royal  highness  were  kt  Bielefeldt. 

§  XLII*  in  the  mean  time,  the  Frenefa  on  the^Lcnret 
Rhine  continued  filing  off  N-incesaantfy.  The  siege  of 
Gueldres  was  converted  into  a  Uockadey  occaaiooed  by 
the  difficulties  the  enemy  found  in  raising  batteries  ;  awl  a 
party  of  Hanoverians  having  passed  the  Weser,  as  well  to 
rayage  the  country  of  Paderboum  as  to  reconnoitre  the 
French,  carried  off  several  wagons  loaded  with  wheat  and 
oats,  destined  for  the  territories  of  tbe  elector  of  Cotogn.  ^ 

On  the  other  *hand,  colonel  Fischer  having  had  an  engage- 
ment with  a  small  body  of  Hanoverian^,  in  the  cOun^  of 
MecklenbuTgh,  routed  diem,  and  made  sooie  prisoners. 
After  several  other  petty  skirmishes  between  the  French 
and  the  Hanoverians,  the  duke  of  Cumberlahd  altered  the 
position  of  his  camp,  by  placing  it  between  Bielefeldt  and 
Hervorden,  in  hopes  of  frustrating  the  design  of  the  cnensy ; 
'  who,  declinittg  to  attack  him  on  the  side  of  Bracwede, 
after  having  reconnoitred  his  situation  several  days,  made 
a  motion  on  their  left,  as  if  they  me^ant  to  get  between  him 
aud  the  W^er.  This  step  was  no  sooner  taken,  tbmi^  on 
the  thirteenth  of  June  in  the  afternoon,  having  received 
advice  that  the  enemy  had  caused  a  large  body  of  troops, 
followed  by  a  second,  to  march  on  his  right  to  Butghotte^ 
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he  ordered  his  army  to  march  that  evening  towar^  Her- 
vorden ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  major  general  Hardenberg 
marched  with  four  battalions  of  grenadiers,  and  a  regi* 
ment  of  horse,  to  reinforce  that  post.  Count  Schulenberg 
coveixd  the  left  of.  the  march  with  a  battalion  of  grena« 
diers,  a  regiment  of  horse,  and  the  light  troops  of  Buke* 
burgh.  The  whole  army  marched  in  two  columns.  The 
right  composed  of  horse,  and  followed  by  two  battalions, 
to  cover  their  passage  through  the  enclosures  abd  defiles, 
passed  by  the  right  of  Bielefeldt ;  and  the  left  consisting  of 
infantry,  marched  by  the  left  of  the  same  town.  The  van* 
guard  of  the  French  army  attacked  the  rearguard  of  the 
allies,  commanded  by  major  general  £insiedel,  very  briskly, 
and  at  first  put  them  into  some  confosion,  but  they  imme* 
diately  recovered  themselves.  This  was  in  the  beginning 
of  the  night.  At  break  of  day  the  enemy's  reinforcement 
returned  to  the  charge,  but  were  again  repulsed,  nor  could 
they  once  break  through  lieutenant  colonel  Alfedi^s  Hano- 
verian guards,  which  closed  the  army's  march  with  a  de- 
tachment of  regular  troops,  and  anew  raised  corps  of  hunters^* 
$  XLIII.  The  allies  encamped  at  Cofeldt  the  fourteenth, 
and  remained  there  all  the  next  day,  when  the  enemy's 
detachments  advanced  to  the  gates  of  Hervorden,  and  made 
a  feipt  as  if  they  would  attack  the  town,  after  having  sum- 
mQned  it  to  surrender^  but  they  retired  without  attempting 
any  thing  further ;  in  the  n^ean  time,  the  troops  that  were/ 
posted  at  Hervordpn,  and  formed  the  rearguard,  pas^d  the 
We9er  oq  the  side  of  Remen,  without  any  molestation,  and 
encamped  at  Holtzuysen.  A  body  of  troops  which  bad 
been  left  ^t  Bielefeldt,  to  cover  the  duke's  repeat,  after  some 
skirmishes  wiih  the  French,  rejoined  the  army  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Herfort ;  and  a  few  days  after,  his  royal  high- 
ness drew  near  his  bridges  on  the  We^er,  and  sent  over  his 
artillery,  baggage,  and  ammunition.  At  the  same  time  some 
detachnients  passed  the  river  on  the  right,  between  Mind^n 
and  Oldendorp,  and  marked  out  a  new  caniip  advantageously 
situated,  having  the  Weser  in  front,  and  the  right  and  left 
covered  with  eminences  and  marshes.  There  the  army  un- 
der his  r^yal  highness  reassembled,  and  the  French  fixed 
their  headquarters  at  Bielefeldt,  which  the  Hanoverians  had 
quitt^,  leaving  in  it  only  a  part  of  a  magazine,  which  had 
be^p  set  pn  fire.     By  this  t^me  the  Frepch  were  in  such 


waat  of  foltoge,  that  M.  d^Etreea  hteiself,  the  prinpes  of  the 
blood,  and  ^U  the  officetrs  without  exception,  were  obliged 
to  semi  back  part  of  their  horses.  Hpwever,  on  the  tenth 
of  June  their  whole  army.,  consisting  of  seventy  battali<»M 
and  forty  squadrons,  with  fifty-two  pieces  of  cannon,  besides 
a  body  of  cavalry  left  at  Ruremonde  for  the  coavenieney  of 
forage,  was  put  in  motion.  In  spite  of  almost  impassable 
forests,  fafhine,  ^  and  every  other  ob^acle  that  could  be 
thrown  in  their  way  by  a  vigilant  and  experienced  general, 
they  at  length  surmounted  all  difficulties,  and  advsmced  into 
a  country  abounding  with  plenty,  and  untisedtot^  ravages 
of  war.  It' was  imagined  that  the  passage  of  the  Weser, 
which  defends  Hanover  from  foreign  attacks^  wpuld  have 
been  vigorously  opposed  by  the  army  of  the  allies ;  but 
whether,  in  the  present  situation  of  affairs,  it-  was  thought 
advisable  to  act  only  upon  the  defensive,  and  not  to  begin 
the  attack  in  a  country  that  was  not  concerned  as  a  principal 
in  the  war,  or  the  duke  of  Cumberland  found  himself  too 
weak  to  make  head  against  the  enemy,  isra  question  we 
shall  not  pretend  to  determine.  .  However  that  may  have 
been,  the  whole  French  army  passed  the  Weser  on  the  tenth 
and  eleventh  of  July,  if  ithout  the  loss  of  a  man.  The  mmk-^ 
net  of  effecting  this,  passage  is  thUs  related :— nnareschal 
d'Etrees,  being  informed  that  his  magazines  of  provisions 
were  well  furnished,  his  ovens  established,  and  the  artillery 
and  pontoons  arrived  at  the  destined  plades,  ordered  lieu* 
tenant  general  Broglio,  with  ten^  battalions,  twelve  squadrons^ 
and  ten  pieces  of  cannon,  to  march  to  Engheren ;  lieutenant 
general  M.  de  Chevert,  with  sixteen  battalions,  three  bri- 
gades of  carabineers,  the  royal  hunters,  and  six  hundred 
hussars,  to  march  to  Hervorden,  and  tieutenant  general 
marquis  d'Armentieres,  with  twelve  battalions,  And  ten 
squadrons,  to  march  to  Ulrickhausen.  All  these  troops 
being  arHved  in  their  camp  on  the  fourth  of  July,  halted  the 
fifth.  On  the  /sixth,  twenty-two  battalions^  and  thirty-two 
squadrons,  under  the  command  of  the  duke  of  Orleans^  who 
was  now  arrived  at  xhe  army,  marched  10  Ulrickhausen, 
from '  whence  M.  d'Armentieres  had  set  out  early  in  the 
morning,  with  the  troops  under  his  command,  and  by  hasty 
marches  got  on  the  seventh^  by  eleven  at  night,  to  Blanken- 
hoven,  where  be  found   the  boats  which  had  gone  from 
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AhrBMhei|{w  Tke  hvUgts  wete  built,  the  cannoii  ]>laated, 
tad  the  latrenQhaieiits  at  t^  head  of  the  brtdges^^eoBti}det€d 
m  the  night  between  the  aeveath  and  eigblfa.  Tlie  mare- 
ichal  having  MRt  a^ay  part  of  his  baggage  from  Bicfefeldt 
on  the  aixth,  went  in  peraon  on  the  seventh  at  eleven  o'clock 
to  Horn,  and  on  the  eigMi  to  Brakel.  On  advice  that  M. 
d' Araaenderea  haid  thrown  his  bridges  across  without  oppo^ 
sttion,  and  was4t  work  on  his  intrenduneota,  he  went  on 
the  ninth  to  Blankenoven,  to  see  the  bridges  and  intrendi** 
ments ;  and  aflca*wards  advanced  to  exmnine  the  first  poai* 
tion  he  intended  £or  this  army,  and  came  down  to  the  right 
side  of  the  Weser  to  the  abbey  of  Corvey,  where  he  forded 
the  river^  witb.the  princes  of  the  Uood,  and  their  attendants* 
On  the  tenth  in  she  morning  he  got  on  horaebaek  by  four 
o'clock,  to  see  the  duke  of  Orleaas's  division  file  off,  which 
arrived  at  Corvey  at  t«Ei o'clock ;  as.idso  that  of-M*  d' Arasen^:^ 
tieros,  whidi  arrived,  at  eleven,  and  tiiat  of  M*  Sowvre, 
which  aririved  at  noon*  The  mareschal  having  esnmiaed 
the  course  of  the  river,  caused  die  bridges  of  pontoons  to  be 
laid  witfajn  gunshot  of  the  d»hey,  where  tbe  viscount,  de 
Tureune  ,pasaed  that  river  in  the  year  one  di^asiaid  six 
himdred  and  seventy-three,  and  where  the  divi«ons  under 
BrogUo  and  Che  vert  now  passed  it  on  the  twcA^  and  thtr- 
teentbp  These  two  geaerak  being  inlbmiedof  what  wan  to 
be  done  uponi^Eie^  Upper.  Weser,  attacked  Minden,  and  car- 
ried it  whilst  a  detachment  of^the  Frencbentered  the  coun- 
try of  £ast  FrieslaMf  under  Ae  comnumd  of  the  marquis 
d' Auvel ;  and,  after  taking  possetsiott  of  LieF,  marched  on 
the  right  of  the  Ems  to  £nibdito,  the  only  seapois^  the  king 
of  Prussia  bad, .  which  at  first  seemed  determined  to  make 
Srdefeuce;  bi^  the  inhabimota  were,  not  agreed  upon  the 
methods.  t>  be  taken  for  that  purpose*  llsey,  therefore,  met 
to  ddiberals,  but  in  the  .mean  time,  their  gates  bemgshut, 
M»  d'Auvd  caused  some  canncm  to  be  brcMight  tpbe^t  them 
down  i  ^  and  the  garrison,  composed  of  four  hundred  Prus* 
sieas,  not  being  strong  enough  to  defend  the  towui  the 
soldiem  mutinied  against  their  officers,  whereupon  a  capi- 
tulation was>  agreed  on,  >  and  the  gates  were  opened  to  the 
French  commander^  whomade  bis  troops  enter  with  a  great 
.deal  of  order,  assured  the  magistrates  that  care  should  be 
taken  to  make  them  observe  a  good  discipline,  and  pub- 
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Itolied  two  <yidiaBttcca,  one  for  the  secoiity  of  the  religion 
a^  coaunerte  of  ibe  city,  and  the  otHer  for  prohibiting  the 
exportation  of  corn  and  forage  out  of  that  principality* 
Hie  tnhahiianta  weve,  however,  'td>Iiged  to^take  an  oath  of 
aUegiance  to  the  Freiich  king* 

<  ^  XLlV*  On  Sunday,  ihe  twenty-fourth  of  July,  the 
French,  alter  haring  laid  part  of  the  electorate  of  Hanover 
under  contribution,  marched  in  three  columns, -with  their 
«rtiUery,  towardcTtbe  village  of  Latford,  when  major  gene- 
rid  Fuatenburgfa,  who  commanded  the  outposts  in  the 
village,  sent  an  oflker  to  inform  the  duke  of  Gumberland 
of  their  approach*  His  royal' highness  immediately  rein- 
forced those  posts  with  a  body  of  troops,  under  the  com- 
mand of  lieutenant  general  Sporcken;  but  finding  it  impos- 
sible to  support  the  village  to  it  was  commanded  by  the 
heights  oppoeite  to  it,  which  were  possessed  by  the  enemy, 
and  being  sensible  that  it  would  be  always  in  his  power  to 
retake  it,  from  its  situaUon  in  a  bottom  between  two  hills, 
be  withdrew  his  post  from  Li^ord*  The  French  then 
mad0  two  attacks^  one  at  the  point  of  the  wo0d,  and  the 
other  higher* up  in  the  same  wood,  opposite'  to  the  grena- 
diem  totnmanded  by  major  general  Hardenherg,  but  they ' 
fttUed  in  both ;  and  though  die  fire  of  tlteir  artillery  was 
very  hot,  they  were  obliged  to  retire*  The  French  army 
encamping  on  the  heights  opposite  to  the  duke  of  Cumber- 
land's posts,  the  intelligence  received,  that  M.d'Etrees  had 
assembled  all  his  troops,  and  was  furnished  with  a  very 
considerable  train  of  artillery,  lefi:  his  royal  highness  no 
room  to  doubt  of  hi^  intending  to  attack  him*  He  diere^ 
fore,  resolved  to  change  his  camp  for  a  more  advantageous 
situation,  by  drawing  up  his  army  on  the  eminence  between 
the  Weser  and  the  woods,  leaving  the  Hamelen  river  on 
his  right,  ihe  villiige  of  Hustenbeek  in  his  front,  and  his 
left  4^lose  to  die  wood,  at  the  point  of  which  his  royal  high- 
ness had  a  battery  of  twelve  pounders  and  howitzers. 
There  was  a  hollow  way  from  the  left  of  the  village  to  the 
battery,  and  a  morass  on  the  other  side  of  Hastenbeck  to 
his  right*  Major  general  Schulenberg,  with  the  hunters, 
and  two  battalions  of  grenadiers,  was  posted  in  the  corned 
of  the  wood  upon  the  left  of  the  battery ;  his  royal  high* 
ness  ordered  the  village  of  Hastenbeck  to  be  clewed  to  hts 
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front)  to  prevent  its  l>ehig  in  the  power  of  die  ^etiemy  to 
Iteep  possession  of  it,  and  the  ways  by  which  die  dltes  had 
a  communication  with  that  village  during  their  encamps 
ment  to  be  rendered  impassable.  In  the  evening  he  -' 
withdrew  all  his  outposts,  and  in  this  position  the  ankiy 
lay  upon  their  arms  all  night.  *  On  the  twenty-fifth, 
in  the  morning,  the  French  army  marched  forwards  in 
columns,  and  began  to  cannonade  die  aUies  very  severely, 
marching  and  countermarching  continutfly,  and  seeming 
to  intend  three  attacks,  on  the  right,  the  left,  and  die  cen- 
tre. In  the  evening  their  artillery  appeared  much  supe- 
rior to  that  of  the  allies.  l%e  army  was  again  ordered  to 
lie  all  night  on  their  arms;  his  royal  highness  caused  a 
battery  at  the  end  of  the  wood  to  be  repaired;  count 
Schulenberg  to  be  reinforced  with  a  battalion  of  grena- 
diers, and  two  fieldpieces  of  cannon  i  and  that  battery  to 
be  also  supported  by  four  more  battalions  of  grenadiers 
under  the  command  of  major  general  Hardenberg.  He 
likewise  caused  a  battery  to  be  erected  of  twelve  six 
pounders,  behind  the  village  Hastenbeck,  and  took  all 
the  precautions  he  could  think  of  to  give  the  enemy  a  warm 
reception.  As  soon  as  it  was  dayKght,  he  mounted  on 
horseback  to*  reconnoitre  the  position  of  the  enemy,  whom 
he  found  in  the  same  situation  as  the  day  before.  At  a 
litde  after  five  a  very  smart  cannonading  began  against 
the  battery  behind  the  village,  which  was  supported  by  the 
Hessian  infantry  and  cavalry,  who  stood  a  most  severe  fire 
with  surprising  steadiness  and  tesoluuon.  Between  seven 
and  eight  the  firing  of  small  arms  began  on  the*  left  of  the 
allies,  when  his  royal  highness  ordered  major  general  Behr, 
with  three  battalions  of  Brunswick,  to  sustain  the  grena- 
diers in  the  wood,  if  their  assist^ce  should  be  wanted. 
The  cannonading  continued  above  six  hours,  during  which 
the  troops,  that  were  exposed  to  it,  never  once  abat^  of 
their  firmness.  The  fire  of  the  small  arms  on  the  left 
increasing,  and  the  French  -seeming  to  gain  ground,  his 
royal  highness  detached  the  colonels  Darkenhausen  and 
Bredenbach,  with  three  Hanoverian  battalions  and  six 
squadrons,  round  the  %vood  by  AiFerde,*^ho,  towards  the 
close  of  the  day,  drove  several  squadrons  of  the  enenoy 
Ifack  to  their  army,  without  giving  them  any  oppoi^^tunity 
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to. charge.  At. length  the  gcenadiers  in  the  wood  appre* 
hcii^ive  .of  beuig  surroundedrfrom  the  great  numbers  of 
the  .eiiKmy  th«t;  appeared  there,  a»d  were  marching  round 
OD.that  .«i4€i«  thoto^  they  xepul^ed  every  thing  that  appear, 
ed  in  their  front,  thought  |t  advisable  to  retire  nearer  the 
left  of  the  army,  a  motion  which  gav€  the  enemy  an  oppor- 
tunity of  possessing  themselves  c^  that  battery  without 
opposition.  Here  the .  .hereditary  prince  of  Brunswick 
distinguished  htmi^lf  at  the  head  of  a  battalion  of  WoUen* 
buttel  guards,  and  another  of  Hanove^ans,  who  attacked 
and  repulsed,  with  their  bayonets,  a  superior  force  df  th^ 
enemy,  and  ,retpok  th^  battery.  But  the  French  being  in 
possession  of  an  eminence  which  commanded  and  flanked 
'both  the  lines  of  ^e  infantry  and  the  battery  of  the  allies^^ 
and  where  they  were  able  to  support  their  attack  under  the 
cover  of  a  bill,  his. royal  highness,  considering  the  superior 
numbers  of  the. enemy,  qear.  double  to  his,  and  the,' impos* 
siUlity  of  dislodging  them  from  their  post,  without  exposing 
his  own  troops  too  nuich,  ordered  a  retreat;  in  consequence 
of  which  his  army  retired,  first  to  Hamelen,  where  he  left  a 
garrison,  then  to  Nienburgh,, and  afterwards  to  Hoya;  in 
|be  neighbourhood  of  which  town,  after  sending  away  all 
the  magazines,  sick,  and  wounded,  be  eneampedvin  order 
to  cover  Bremen  and  Verden,  and  to  preserve  a  coinmuni^' 
cation  with  Stade,  to  which  place  the  archives,  and  most 
valuable  effects  of  Hanover  had  been  removed*.'  In  this 
engagement,  colonel  Bredenback  attacked  four  :bj:*igades 
very  strongly  posted,  with  a  battery  of  fourteen  pieces  of 
cannon,  repulsed,  and  drove  them  down  a  precipice,  and 
took  all  their  artillery  and  ammunition  ;  but  preferring  the 
care, of  his  wounded  to  the  glory  of  carrying  away  the 
cannon,  he  brought  off  only  six,  nailing  up  and  destroying 
the  rest.  The  lo8$  of  the  allies  in  all  the  skirmishes,  which 
lasted  three  days,  was  three  hundred  and  twenty-seven 
men  killed,  nine  hundred  and  ^even  wounded,  and  two 
hundred  aad  twenty  missing,  or  taken  prisoners;  whilst 
that  of  the  French^,  according  to  their  own  accounts, 
a^ountCKl  to  fifteen  hundred  men. 

-,...$  XLV-  The  French,  being  left  masters  of  the- field, 

.:$p<m  reduced  Hamelen,  which  was  far  from  being  well  forr 

tified)  c>bUged  the  garrison  to  capitulate,  ^nd  took  out  of 
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the  town  sixty  brass  csmioii,  serial  mmtanf  tdrkf  orcaa, 
part  of  the  equipage  of  the  duke'a  mrmft^  and  lai^ge  qnaBtt- 
ties  of  provisions,  and  aasmunition,  which  they  foumi  in  it 
together  with  a  great  aMuny  pick  and  womd^  who,  not 
being  included  in  the  capitulation,  were  made  prisoners 
of  war.  Whether  die  court  of  France  had  any  reason  to 
find  fault  with  the  condudt  of  the  mavesidial  d'Etrees,  or 
whether  its  monarch  i^as  blindly  guided  by  the  counsels  of 
his- favourite,  the  marquis  de  Pompadour,  who,  desitous  to 
testify  her  gratitude  to  the  man  who  had  been  <»De  of  the 
ohief  instruments  of  her  high  promotion,  was  glad  of  an 
opportunity  to  retrieve  his  shattered  fortunes,  and,  at. the 
same  time,  to  add  to  her  own  already  immense  treasures, 
we  shall  not  pretend  to  determine ;  though  the  event  seems 
plainly  to  speak  the  last*  Even  at  the  time,  no  compari- 
son was  made  between  the  military  skill  pf  the  mareschal 
d'Etrees,  and  of  the  duke  de  Richelieu,;  but,  however 
that  may  have  been,  this  last,  who,  if  he  bad  not/ shone  in 
th^  character  of  a  soldier,  excelled  aU»  or  at  le^M  most  of 
his  contemporaries  in  the  more  refined  arts  of  a  courtier, 
was,  just  before  die  battle  we  have  been  spes^ing  of, 
appointed  to  supersede  the  former  in  tl^  command  of  the 
French  army  in  Lower  Saxony,  where  he  arrived  on  the 
sixth  of  August^  with  the  title  of  mareschal  frf!  Flancci;  and 
*M*  d'Etrees  imp^dixtcly  resigned  the  commands 

§  XLVL  Immediately  after  the  battle  of  Hastenbeck, 
the  French  sent  a  xletachment  of  four  thousand  men  to  lay 
under  contribution  the  coimtries  of  Hanover  ^md  3rua^ 
wick  Wolfeinbuttel^  as  well  a«  the  dutchies  of  Bremen  and 
Verden ;  ai|d  two  days  after  the  arrival  of  this  new  com* 
mander,  the  duke  de  Chevreuse  was  detached  with  two 
thousand  men  to  ^ke  possession  of  Hanover  itsdf,  widi 
tiie  title  of  governor  of  that  city*  He  accordingly  marched 
thither ;  and  upon  his  arrival  the  Hanoverian  garrison  was 
disarmed,  and  left  at  liberty  to  retire  where  they  pleased* 
About  the  same  time  M.  de  Contades,  with  a  detachment 
§Som  the  French  army,  was  sent  to  make  himself  master 
of  the  territories  of  Hesse  Cassel,  where  he  foond  no  oppo* 
sition.  "  He  was  met  at  Warbei^  by  that  prince's  master 
of  the  horse,  who  declared,  that  they  were  ready  to  furnish 
the  French  army  with  all  the  succouars  the  country  could 
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afford :  and  maxr^mf^y  the  magtfitrates  o£  Cancel  pt^senled 
himi  with  tbe  keeys  aa  socm  aa  he  entered  their  city*  Got- 
tingeQ  waa  (Hdered  by  M.  d'Anneiitieres  to  prepare  for 
htm  within  a  limited  time^  upon  paio  of  military  execution^ 
four  thousand  pounds  of  white  bread,  two  thousand  bushels 
of  oats,  a  greater  quantity  than  could  be  found  in  the  whole 
country,  a  hundred  loads  of  bay,  and  other  provisions. 

$  XLVIL  The  duke  of  Cumberland  remjained  encamp- 
ed in  the  heighboui^hood  of  Hoya  till  the  twenty-fourth  of 
August,  when,  upon  advice  that  the  enemy  had  Isud  two  > 
bridges  over  the  Aller  ia  the  nighty  and  had  passed  that 
river  with  a  large  body-  of  troops,  he  ordered  hia  army  to 
march,  to  secure  tbe  important  post  and  passage  of  Rothen- 
bourg,  lest  they  should  attempt  to  march  round  on  his  left. 
He  encamped  that  night  at  Hausen,  having  detached  lieu- 
tenant general  Oberg,  with  eight  battalions  and  six  squadrons, 
to  Ottersberg,  to  which  place  he  marched  next  day,  and 
encamped  behind  the  Wummer,  in  a  very  strong  situation, 
between  Ottersberg  and  Rothenbourg*  The  French  took 
possession  of  Verden  on  the  twenty-sixth  of  August,  and 
one  of  their  detachments  went  on  the  twenty-ninth  to  Bre- 
men, where  the  gates  were  immediately  opened  to  them. 
The  duke  of  Cumberland,  now  closely  pressed  on  all  sides, 
and  in  danger  of  having  his  communication  with  Stadt  cut 
off,  which  the  enemy  was  endeavouring  to  effect,  by  seizing 
upon  all  the  posts  round  him,  found  it  necessal'y  to  decamp 
again ;  to  abandon  Rothenbourg,  of  which  the  French  imme- 
diately took  possession ;  to  retreat  to  Selsingen,  where  his 
headquarters  were,  on  the  first  of  September;  and  fromi 
thence>on  the  third  of  the  same  month,  to  retire  under  the 
cflsmon  of  l^ade.  Here  it  was  imagined  that  his  army  would 
have  been  able  to  maintain  their  ground  between  the  Aller 
and  the  Elbe,  till  the  severity  of  the  season  should  put  an 
end  to  the  campaign*  Accordingly,  his  royal  highness^ 
upon  his  taking  this  position,  sent  a  detachment  of  his  forces 
to  Buck  Schantz,  with  so^ie  artillery,  and  orders  tosdefend 
that  place  to  the  utmost;  but  as  it  could  not  possibly  have 
held  out  many  days,  and  as  the  French,  who  now  hemmed 
him  in  on  all  sides,  by  making  themselves  masters  of  ^a  litde 
£ort  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Zwinga,  would  have  cut  off 
his  communication  with  the  Elbe,  so  that  ibur  Engtish  men 
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df  war,  then  in  that  river,  could  have  been  of  no  service  to 
him,  he  was  forced  to  accept  of  a  mediation  offered  b;^  the 
king  of  Denmark,  by  his  minister  the  count  de  Lynar,  and 
to  sign  the  famous  convention  of  Closter-Seven,*  by  which 


z  This  remftrkaUe  capituUtion,  which  we  shall  %ire  here  at  fall  length,  on 
account  df  the  disputes  that  arose  shortl^r  after,  concerning  what  the  French 
called  an  infraction  of  it,  was  to  the  following  effect :  *'  His  majesty  the  king  of 
Denmark,  touched  with  the  distresses  of  the  countries  of  Bremen  and  Verden, 
to  which  he  has  always  granted  hb  special  prot^tion ;  and  being  desirous,  hj 
preventing  those  conntiies  from  being  any  longer  the  theatre  of  war,  to  spare  also 
the  effusion  of  blood  in  the  armies  which  are  ready  to  dispute  the  possession  there- 
of; hath  employed  his  mediation  by  the  ministi7  of  the  eoant  de  Lynar.  His  royal 
highness  the  duke  of  Cumberland,  general  of  the  army  of  the  allies,  on  the  one  part, 
and  his  excellency  the  roareschaldiULede  Richelieu,  general  of  the  king  of  France's 
forces  in  Germany,  on  the  other,  have,  in  consideration  of  the  inten'eotion  of 
his  Ihtnish  ms(je8ty,  respectively  engaged  tlieir  word  of  honopr  to  the  count  de 
I^ynar,  to  abide  by  the  convention  hereuter  stipulated ;  and  he,  the  count  deLynar, 
eorrespondently  to  the  magnanimity  of  the  king  his  master's  intention,  obliges 
himself  to  procure  the  ^;uarantee  mentioned  in  the  present  convention ;  so  that  it 
shall  be  sent  to  hiin»  '^i^ith  his  full  powers,  which  there  was  no  time  to  make  out, 
in  the  circumstances  which  hurried  his  departure. 

Article  I.  Hostilities  shall  cease  on  both  sides  within  twenty-four  hours,  or 
sooner^  if  possible.  Orders  for  this  purpose  shill  be  immediately  sent  to  the 
detkehed  corps. 

XI.  The  auxiliary  troops  of  the  army  of  the  duke  of  Cumberland,  namely, 
those  of  Hesse,  BrunswicK,  Saxe  Gotha,  and  even  those  of  the  count  de  la  Lippe 
BuckbQuiige,  shall  be  sent  home  ;  and  as  it  is  necessary  to  settle  particularly 
their  march  to  the  respective  countries,  a  general  ofHccr  of  each  nation  shall  be 
sent  from  the  army  of  the  allies,  with  whom  shall  be  settled  the  route  of  tho$e 
t;*oops,  Jihe  divisions  t|)ey  shall  march  in,  their  subsistence  on  their  march,  and 
their  passports  to  be  ^nted  them  by  his  excellency  the  duke  de  Hichelieu  to  go 
to  their  own  countries,  where  they  shall  be  placed  and  distributed  as  shall  te 
agreed  upon  between  the  c<rart  of  Finance  ami  their  respective  sovereigns. 

lU.  His  royal  highness  the  duke  of  Cumberland  obliges  himself  to  pass  the 
Elbe,  with  suph  part  of  his  army  as  he  shall  not  be  able  to  place  in  the  city  of 
Stada  :  that  the  part  of  his  forces  which  shall  enter  into  garrison  in  the  said  cit}', 
and  which  it  is  supposed  may  amount  to  between  four  and  six  thousand  men,  shall 
remain  there  under  the  guarantee  of  his  majesty  the  king  of  D§nroai*k,  without 
committing  any  act  of  hostility ;  nor,  on  the  other  hand;  shall  they  be  exposed  to 
any  from  the  French  troops.  In  consequence  thereof,  commissaries,  named  on 
'each  side,  shall  agree  upon  the  limits  to  be  fixed  round  that  place,  for  the  con- 
yeniency  of  the  garrison  ;  which  limits  shall  not  extend  beyond  half  alei^e,  or  a 
league,  from  the  place,  according  to  the  npture  of  the  ground  or  circumstances, 
which  shall  be  fairly  settled  by  the  commissaries.  The  rest  of  the  Hanoverian 
irmy  shall  go  and  take  .quarters  in  the  country  beyond  the  Kibe ;  and,  to  &cilitate 
the  march  of  those  troops,  his  excellency  the  duke  de  Richelieu  shall  concert 
with  a  general  officer,  sent  from  the  Hanoverian  army,  the  route  they  shall  take : 
obliging  himself  to  pvse  the  necessary  passports  and  security  for  the  free  passage 
of  them,  gnd  their  bag^ge,  to  the  places  of  their  destination  ;  his  royal  highness 
the  duke  of  Oombcfrland  re.set7ing  to  himself  tlie  liberty  of  negotiating  between 
the  two  eouirts  for  an  extension  of  those  quarters.  As  to  the  French  troops,  they 
shall  remaih  in  the  r^st  of  the  uutchies  of  Bremen  and  Verden,  till  the  definitive 
l«conciliation  of  the  ^wo  sovereigns. 

IV.  As  the  aforesaid  articles  are  to  be  executed  as  soon  as  possible,  the  Hano- 
Yeriah  army,  and  the  coips  which  are  detached  tram  it,  particularly  that  which  is 
at  Buck  Scliantz,  and  the  neighboarhoo<l,  shall  retire  under  Stade  in  the  space  of 
eight4ind-forty  hours.  The  French  army  shall  not  pass  the  river  Oste,  in  the 
dutcKy  of  Brei&en*  till  the  limits  be  regulated.  It  shall,  besides  keep  all  the 
posts  and  countries  of  which  it  is  in  possession  ;  and,  not  io  retard  the  regulation 
•f  the 'limits  between  the  armies ;  comhiissaries^shall  be  nominated  ilnd  sent  on 
the  tenth  instant  to  Bremenworden,  by  |iis  royal  highness  the  duke  of  Cumber-; 
imkd,  and  his  exeellenicy  the  mar^soliAl  duke  de  Itichelieii,  to  i*egulate,  as  we|l  diei 
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thirty^eight  thousand  Hanoverians  laid  down  th^ir  arms, 
and  were  dispersed  into  different  quarters  of  cantonment. 

•  • 

limits  to  be  assigned  to  the  FreDeh  army,  as  those  that  are  to  be  observed  by  the 
g^irrifon  at  Stade,  according  to  art.  111. 

V.  All  the  aforesaid  articles  shall  be  faithfully  exeontod  aooordinff  to  their 
form  and  tenor,  and  under  the  faith  of  his  majesty  the  king  of  Denmarirs  guaran^ 
tee,  ivhich  the  count  de  Lynar,  his  minister,  engages  to  procure. 

Done  at  the  camp  at  Closter-Seven,  Sept  H,  1757. 

(Signed)  WILLIAM. 

SEPARATE  ARTICLES. 
UPON  the  representation  made  by  the  count  de  Lynar,  ivith  a  viev  to 
explain  some  dispositions  made  by  the  present  convention,  the  following  articles 
have  been  added :  ' 

I.  It  is  the  intention  of  his  excellency  the  mareschal  duke  de  Richelieu,' that 
the  allied  troops  of  his  royal  highness  the  duke  of  Cumberland  shall  be  sent  back 
to  their  respective  countries,  according  to  the  form  mentionied  in  the  second-arti^ 
cle  ;  and  that  as  to  their  separation  and  distribution  in  the  couptry,  it  shall  be 
regulated  between  the  courts,  thoflb  troops  not  being  considered  as  prisoners  of 
war. 

II.  Ithavingheen  represented  that  the  country  of  Lunenbei*g  cannot  accommo» 
date  more  than  fifteen  battalions  and  six  squadrons,  and  that  the  city  of  Stade  can- 
not iaboolutely  contain  the  nurrisoa  of  six  thousand  men  alloted  to  it,  his  exceUen" 
oythe  mareschal  duke  de  Richelieu,  being  pressed  by  M.  de  Lynar,  who  support- 
ed'this  representation  by  the  guarantee  m  his  Danish  majesty,  gives  his  consent ; 
«nd  his  royal  highness  the  duke  of  Cumberland  ennges  to  cause  fifteen  battalions 
and  six  squadrons  to  pass  the  Elbe,  and  the  wnole  body  of  hunters,  and  the 
reniainbg  ten  battalions  and  twenty-eight  squadrons  shall  be  placed  in  the  town  <x£ 
Stade,  and  the  places  nearest  to  it  that  are  within  the  line,  which  shall  be  marked 
by  postal  from  tlie  month  of  the  Liche  in  the  Elbe,  to  the  moi:fth  of  the  Elmerbeck 
in  tne  river  Oste ;  provided  always,  that  the  said  ten  battalions,  and  twenty-eight 
8|iuadrons  shall  be  quartered  there  as  they  are  at  the  time  of  signing  this  conven- 
tion, and  shall  not  oe  recruited  under  any  pretext,  or  augmented  in  any  ease; 
and  this  clause  is  particularly  guaraateed  by  the  count  de  Lynar  in  the  name  of 
his  Danish  majesty. 

III.  Upon  the  representatienof  his  rqyal  ^gfaness  the  duke  of  Cumberland, 
that  the  army  and  the  detached  corps  cannot  ooth'  retire  under  Stade  in  eiglU- 
and-forty  hours,  agreeable  to  the  convention,  his  excellency  the  mareaehal  duke 
de  Richelieu  hath  signified,  that  he  will  grant  them  proper  time,  provided  the 
corps  encamped  at  Buck  Schantz,  as  well  as  the  army  encamped  at  Bremen- 
worden,  begm  their  march  to  retire  in  four-and-twenty  hours  after  stgniiu;  the 
convention.  The  time  necessary  for  other  arrangements,  and  Uie  execution  of 
the  articles  coneemine  the  respective  limits  shall  oe  settled  between  lieutenant 

general  Sporcken,  and  the  miirquis  de  ViUemji.r»  first  lieutenant  general  of  the 
ing's  army. 

Done,  kc* 
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^  I.  The  French  enter  the  Prussian  ^minhns^  where  they 
commit  great  disorders.  $  IL  Rejections  on  the  mis" 
conduct  of  the  allied  army,  jj  III.  Rms^<m  feet  blocks 
up  the  Prussian  ports  in  the  Baltic*  §  IV»  Russians 
take  MemeL  §  V.  Declaration  of  the  King  of  Prussia 
on  that  occasion.  §  VI*  Army  -of  the  empire '  raised 
with  difficulty.  §  VII.  The  Austrians  take  Gdbel.  §l  VIII. 
And  destroy  Zittau.  •§  IX.  The  prtnte  tf  Prussia 
ietives  the  army.  §  X.  Communioation  between  Mngland 
and  Ostend  broke  off.  Gueldres  capitulates.  ^  XI. 
Skirmishes  between  the  Prussians  and  Austriteits.  And 
between  the  Prussitms  tmd  Russians.  $  Xlt.  Mare- 
schal  Lehwald  attacks  the  Russians  in  their  intrench- 
Tnents  nedir  Norkkt^n*  §  XIII.  Hasty  retreat  of  the 
Russians  out  of  Prussia.  ^  XIV*  French  and  Imperial- 
ists take  Gotha.  $  %V.  Action  between  the  Prussians 
and  Avstrians  near  Goerlitz.  §  XVI.  The  French 
oblige  Prince  Ferdinand  to  retire.  $  XVII.  Berlin  laid 
under  contribution  by  the  Austrians :  and  Leipzig  snb* 
jected  to  military  execution  by  the  Prussians.  §  XVlII. 
Battle  of  Rosbach.  §  XIX.  The  Austrians  take  Schweid- 
nitz  ;  and  defeat  the  Prince  of  Bevern  near  Breslaw. 
§  XX.  Mareschal  Keith  lays  Bohemia  under  contribu- 
tion. King  of  Prussia  defeats  the  Austrians  at  Lissa;' 
retakes  Breslaw  and  Schweidnitz^  and  becomes  master  of 
all  Silesia.  §  XXI.  Hostilitiei  of  the  Swedes  in  Pome- 
rania.  $  XXII.  Mareschal  Lehwald  forces  the  Swedes 
to  retire.  §  XXIII.  Memorial  presented  to  the  Dutch 
by  Col.  Torke^  relative  to  Ostend  and  Nieuport.  §-XXIV. 
King  of  Prussians  letter  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain. 
His  Britannic   Majesty* s   declaration.     %    XXV.    Dis- 
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putes  concerning  thecvrnmntion  ofCioBter*'Stv6n.  §XXVI» 
Progress  of  the  Hemoteritm  nrmy^  §  XXVII.  Death  oj 
the  ^wen  of  Poland*  TrrnivactionB  at  sea.  §  XXVIIL 
Fate  of  Captain  Death,  f  XXIX.  Session  opened^ 
§  XXX.  Supplies  granted.  §  XXXI.  Fundi  for  tats- 
ing  the  supplies*  $  XXXIL  Jhssngefrom  the  King  to 
tfie  House  of  Commons.  $  XXXIIL  Second  trieaty  ?wUh 
the  King  of  Prussia.  §  XXX IV.  Bill  for  fortifying 
Milford  Haxfen.  Regulations  with  respect  to  corn* 
§XXXV.  Bilk  for  the  encouragement  of  seamen^  andfot 
explaining  the  mititia  act.  $  XXXVI.  Act  for  repairing 
*'  London  Bridge.  $  XXXVII.  Act  for  ascertaining  the 
Ratification  of  vfoting.  §  XXXVIII.  BiB  for  mofe 
effectually  manning  the  navy.  $  XXXIX^  Amendments 
in  the  Jffabeas  Carrots  act.  $  XL.  Scheme  ht  favour  of 
the  Foundling  HaspitaL  $  XI»I.  Pr/?ceedings  rtlativs 
to  the  African  <iompany.  $  XLII.  Session  closed. 
^  XLin.  Vigefrotts  preparations  for  ivar.  Death  of  the 
Princess  Caroline.  ^  XLI  V«  Sea  engagement  off  Cape 
Francois*  Remarlabk  success  of  Captain  Forest.  $  XLV. 
French  evacuate  Embden.  Success  of  Adm.  Osborne, 
Ffench  fleet  drmen  ashore  in  Basque  road.  ^  XL VL 
Adm.  Brot^riGk^s  skip  burnt  at  sea.  $  XL  VII.  Descent 
ttf  tkmoaUehay.  4  XLVIIL  Expedition  against  Cher- 
'bourg.  $  XLIX.  Descent  at  St.  Msd^es.^  $  L.  Enp- 
Hsh  defiated Mt  Sti  Cos.  $  LI.  Captures  from  i  the  enemy. 
^  JLll.  tSiamours  of  the  Dattih  merchants^  on  account  of 
'  the  ce^pUir^  ^f  their  ships.  $  LIII.  .  Their  fkmous 
if^tkionjto  the  States  General 

>$  L  THDE  iittiiDVieftiaiifi  Uieitig  iiow4iuifeisubdued^ 
and'tbe  whole  f<»rce  of  the  Frendb  let  loose  against  the 
khig  cf[  trnwBAZ  by  thb  treaty,  maneachal  RicheHen  fmme- 
dilitdfy  otdered  lieutenaiit  gsnes-al  Berchmi  to  diarch  with 
all  potfAlble^CBcpadition,  with  the  troops  under  ills  conmiand^ 
to  ^a^the  pritioeide  Soubise :  the  geos^d'ariaea,  aod  other 
Ct^dops  that  'Wene  in  dope  iaadgraTitite  of  Hesse  Cassel, 
t^oeived  the^^aate  order  ;  and  sixty  battalions  of  foot;  and 
tite  grea^e«t  part  of  the  hopse  belonging  to  tl^  French  army. 
Were  directed  to  attack  the  Prussian, territories^  Mareschal 
Richelieu  himself  arrived  at  Brunswick  on  the  fifteenth  of 
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September ;  and  having,  in  a  few  days  after,  assembled  a 
hundred  and  ten  battalions,  and  a  hundred  and  fifty  squa- 
drons, with  a  hundred  pieces  of  cannon,  near  Wolfenbuttel, 
he  entered  the  king  of  Prussia's  dominions  with  his  army 
on  the  2rth,  28th,  and  29th  of  the  same  month,  in 'three 
columns,  which  penetrated  into  Halberstadt  and  ^^nden- 
burgh,  plundering  the  towns,  exacting  coiitributibns,  and 
committing  many  enormities,  at  which  their  general  is  said 
to  have  connived.  In  the  mean  time  the  duke  of  Camber- 
land  returned  to  England,  where  he  arrived  on  the  1 1th 
of  October,  an.d  shortly  after  resigned  all  his  'military 
commands*  >^ 

^  II.  Had  the  allied  army,  after  the  battle  of  Hasten - 
beck,  marched  directly  to  the  Leine,  as  it  might  easily  have 
done,  and  then  taken  post  on  the  .other  side  of  Wolfenbut- 
tel,  Halberstadt,  and  Magdebourg,  it  might  have  waited 
securely  under  the  cannon  of  the  latter  place  for  the  junc- 
tion of  the  .Prussian  forces ;  instead  of  which,  they  injudi- 
ciously turned  off  to  the  Lower  Wedcr,  retiring  successively 
from  Hamelen  to  Nienburgh,  Verden,  Roth^nburgh,  Buxt- 
chude,  and  lastly  to  Stade,  where,  for  want  of  subsistence 
and  elbow  room,  the  troops  were  all  made  prisoners  of  war 
at  large.    They  made  a  march  of  a  hund'red  and  fifty  nkiles 
to  be  cooped  up  in  a  nook,  instead  of  taking  the  other  route, 
which  was  only  about  a  hundred  miles^  and  would. have ied 
them  to  a  place  of  safety. .    By  this  unaccountablie  conduct, 
the  king  of  Prussia  was  not  only  deprived  of  the  assiltabce 
of  near  forty  thousand  good  troops,  which,  in  the  dose  of 
the  campaign,  might  have  put  him  upon  an  equality  with 
the  French  and  the  army  of  the  empire ;  but  also  exposed 
to,  and  actually  invaded  by,  hts  numerous  Enemies  on  all 
sides,  insomuch  that  hia  situation  became  now  more'  dan- 
gerous than   ever;  and  the  fate; which  seemed  to  have 
threatened  the  empress  a  few  months  befdre^  through  bh 
means,  was,  to  all  appearance,  turned  against  himself.    His 
ruin  was  predicted,  nor  could  human,  prudenteforesis^  how 
he  might  be  extricated  from  his  o6top4icated  distress ;  'for, 
besides  the  invasion  of  his  territories  by  the  French  under 
the  duke  de  Richelieu,  the  Russians,  who  had  made  for  a 
long  time  a  dilatory  march,  and  seemed  uncert^n  of  their 
own  resolutions,,  all  at  once  quickened  their  motions,  and 
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-entered  ducal  Prussia*  under  mareschal  Apraxin  and  general 
Fermor,  marking  their  progress  by  every  inhumanity  that 
unbridled  cruelty,  lust,  and  rapine  can  be  imagined  capable 
of  committing.     A  large  body  of  Austrians  entered  Silesia^ 
and  penetrated  as  far  as  Breslau :  then,  turning  back^  they 
iaid  siege  to  the  important  fortress  of  Schweidnitz,  the  key 
of  l^at  ^country.     A  second  body  entered  Lusatia,  another 
quarter  of  the  Prussian  territories^  and  made  themselves 
masters  of  Zittau.     Twenty-two  thousand  Swedes  penetra* 
ted  into  Prussian  Pomerania,  took  the  towns  of  Anclam 
and  Demmin,  and  laid  the  whole  country  under  contribu- 
tion.    Th^  army  of  the  empire,  reinforced  by  that  of  prince 
Soiibise,  after  many  delay s,^  was  at  last  in  full  march  to  enter 
Saxony  f  and  this  motion  left  the  Austrians  at  liberty  to 
tum;tfae  greatest  part  of  their  forces  to  the  reduction  of 
Silesia*    An  Austrian  general,  penetrating  through  Lusatia, 
passed  by  the  Prussian  armies,  and  suddenly  presenting 
him^self  before  the  gates  of  Berlin,  laid  the  whole  country 
under  contribution ;  and  though  he  retired  on  the  approach 
of  a  body  of  Prussians,  yet  he  still  found  means  to  interrupt 
the.  communication  of  these  last  with  Silesia.     The  Prus- 
sians,  it  is  true,  exerted  themselves  bravely  on  all  sides, 
and  their  enemies  ffed  before  them ;  but  whilst  one  body 
was  pursuing,  another  gained  upon  them  in  some  other  part. 
The  winter  approached,  their  strength  decayed,  and  their 
adversaries   multiplied  daily.     Th^ir  king  harassed,  and 
almost  spent  with  incessant  fatigue  both  of  body  and  of 
mind,  was  in  a  manner  excluded  from  the  empire.     The 
greatest  part  of  his  dominions  were  either  taken  from  him, 
or  laid  under  contribution,  and  possessed  by  his  enemies; 
who  collected  the  public  revenues,  fattened  on  the  contribu- 
tions, and  with  the  riches  which  they  drew  from  the  electo- 
rate-of  Hanover,  and  other  conquests,  defrayed  the  expen- 
ses of  the  war ;  and  by  the  convention  of  Closter  Seven  he 
was  deprived  of  his  allies,  and  left  without  any  assistance 
whatever,  excepting  what  the   British  parliament  might 
think  fit  to  supply.     How  different  is  this  picture  from  that 
whjch  the  king  of  Prussia  exhibited  when  he  took  arms  to 
enter  Saxony!  But,  in  order  to. form  a  clear  idea  of  these 
events,  of  the  situation  of  his  Prussian  majesty,  and  of  the 
0tep8  he.  took  to  defeat  the  designs  of  his  antagonists,  and 
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extricate  iiiimeif  from  bis  great  and  nunerQCiB  dkcrejMC^^  it 
wiQ  be  proper  now  to  take  a  view  of  the  sereral  txaii3lictioaa 
of  his  eneinies^  as  well  during  his  stay  in  Bobemiat  as  firoaa 
the  time  of  his  leaving  it,  dowa  to  that  which  we  are  now 
speaking  of. 

$  III.  Whilst  the  king  of  Prussia  waa  in  Bohemia,  the 
empress  of  Russia  ordered  notice  to  be  given  to  aU  masttra 
of  ships,  that  if  any  of  them  wcare  found  assisting  the  Pnisr 
sianSf  by  the  transportation  of  troc^,  artillery,  and  anmo.- 
nition,  they  should  be  condemned  as  legal  prizes :  and  heff 
fleet,  consisting  of  fifteen  men  of  war  and  frigatea,  with  two 
bombketches,  was  sent  to  block  up  the  Prussian  ports  in  the 
Baltic,  where  it  took  several  ships  of  thai:  nation,  whicB 
were  employed  in  carrying  provisions  and  merchandize 
from  one  port  to  another.  One  of  these  ships  of  yrarap^ 
pearing  before  Memel,  a  town  of  Poland,  but  aubject  to  Prua:* 
aia^  the  commandant  sent  an  officer  to  the  captain,  to  know 
whether  he  came  as  a  friend  or  an  enemy  ;  to  which  iamer* 
rogation  the  Russian  captain  repKed,  that,  notwithstanding 
the  dispositions  of  the  empress  of  both  the  Russiaa  were 
sufficiently  known,  yet  he  would  further  explain  them,  by 
declaring  that  his  orders,  and  those  of  the  other  Ruassaat 
commanders,  were,  in  conformity  to* the  laws  of  war^  to 
seize  on  all  the  Prussian  vessels  they  met  with  on  their  cruise. 
Upon  which  the  commandant  of  Memel  immediate^  g^ve 
orders  for  pointing  the  cannon  to  fire  upon  all  Russian  ships 
that  should  approach  that  place. 

$  IV.  lifie  latid  forces  of  the.  Ruasiai|s  had  now  lin- 
^red  on  their  march  upwards'  of  sis  months ;  and  it  was 
pretty  generally  doubted,  by  those  who  were  supposed  to 
have  the  best  intelligence,  whether  they  ever  were  really 
designed  to  pass  into  the  Prussian  territories^  not  only  on 
account  of  their  long  stay  on  the  borders  of  Lithuania,  bat 
also  because  several  of  their  Cossacks  had  been  severely 
punished  for  plundering  the  wagons  of  some  Prussian  pear 
saots  upon  the  frontiers  of  Courland,  and  the  d*a»age  of 
the  peasants  compensated  with  money,  thongh  general 
Apraxin's  army  waa  at  the  same  time  greatly  distvesaed  hgr 
the  want 4>f  provisions,;  when,  dna  sudden,  thejp <{iikkeoed 
their  motions,  and  showed  they  w.ere^  in  earnest,  detenmned 
$0  a^compfeih  the  ruin  of  Prussia...   Their  <firat  act  of  hoar 


tiKty  was  ihe  iiHtixk  of  Meinel,  which  sorreBdered :  mA^  by 
the  artkl^st)!  tapitobtion^  it  was  agreed,  that  the^^mson 
fhou^d  aoarch  out  imh  all  die  honour^  of  war,  after  having 
eegi^d  oot  to  serre  agaiiist  ihe  empress,  or  at^  ot  her 
adlies,  lor  the  space  of  one  year« 

^*  V.  His  Prussian  majesty,  jusdy  foreseemg  the  gt*eat 
enormities  that  were  to  be  expected  from  these  savage  ene- 
niea,  who  were  ttnaccostomed  to  aaake  war,  except  upon 
natteiM  as  barbarous  as  themselves,  who  looked  upon  war 
oofy  as  afi  .opportunity  for  plunder,  and  every  country 
through  which  they  h^ipened  to  march  as  thetr^s  by  right 
of  Gonqu»est,  published  the  following  declaration  :--^^^  It  is 
^  suSicienUy  known,  that  the  king  of  Prussia,  after  the 
^^  example  of  his  glorious  prede<;es«or&,  has,  ever  since' his 
*^  accession  to  the  erown,  laid  it  down  as  a  maxim  to  seek 
^^  the  friendship  of  the  Imperial  court  of  Russia,  and  cult!- 
^^  v^tst  k  by  every  method.  His  Prussian  majesty  ba^  had 
^  the  satisfaction  to  live,  for  several  successive  years,  in  the 
^  strictest  harmoi^  with  the  reignii^  empress ;  and  this 
^^  hqpiqF  unton  would  be  still  subsisting,  if  evil  mtfided 
^  potentates  bad  w>%  broke  it  by  their  secret  machinations, 
^^  ai^  carriied  thisigs  tp  such  a  height,  that  the  n^inisters  on 
^  both  sides  havebeesn  recalled,  and  the  colrrespondence  bro- 
^^  ken  off.  However  melancholy  these  circumstances  might 
*^  be  for  the  king,  his  majesty  was  nevertheless  most  atten- 
^^  tive  to  prevent  any  thing  that  might  increase  the  alieti^«' 
^  tion  of  the  Russian  court.  He  hath  been  particularly 
^'  careful,  during  die  disturbsfices^  of  the  war  that  noir 
^^  unhappily  rages,  to  avoid  whatever  might  involve  htrti  hi 
^^  a  difference  with  that  court,  notwithstanding  the  ^at 
*^  grievsmces  be  hath  to  allege  against  it ;  and  that  it  wait 
^  pub&ly  known  the  court  of  Vienna  had  at  last  drawn 
^  that  of  Russia  into  its  destructive  views,  and  made  i^ 
*^  serve  as  an  instrument  for  favouring  the  schemes  of  Aus« 
^^  tria.  His  n^esty  hath  given  the  whiJe  world  inconte^* 
^^  tlble  proofs,  that  he  was  under  an  indispensible  necessity' 
^  of  having  recourse  to  the  measures  he  hath  taken  against 
*^  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Saxony,  who  forced  him  bjf 
^^  their  conduct  to  take  up  arms  for  his  defence*  Yet,  even 
^^-tince  things  have  been  brought  to  this  extremity,  the  king 
^^  hadi  offered  to  lay  down  his  arms,  if  piroper  seomtieii 
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«« Bhoidd  be  ghntod  tcr  him.  Ifis  mi^sl]^  hatb  iiot  nd^t- 
^  ttd  to  ei^se  the  artifices  by  which  the  Impmid  court  c^ 
^^  Rtt«$tm  tetb  been  dcawn  inta  anoBHree  so  0|t|N»ite  to  the^ 
^^  ctmiM'eat's  seDtkiteiitSy  and  which  would  excite  th«  omiost 
^  indignation  of  that  great  furtncess,  if  the  truth  could  be 
^  ptac«d  before  her  wkhout  disguiee*  The  king  did  more : 
^^  )ie  suggested  to  her  Imperial  majesty  seftcient  meaoa 
^^  cjhihf  r  to  excuse  her  not  taking  any  part  in  the  present 
^^  war,  or  to  avoid  upon  the  jusiest  grounds,  the  execa^on 
^^  of  $hose  «ngagemen|s  which  the  eourt  of :  Viemia  daimed 
*^  by  a  tn^nifest  abuse  of  obligations,  whiek  they  em^lojred 
^^  to  palliate  their  unlawful  views.  It  wholly  depended 
^^  upon  the  ei^press  of  Rlissia  to  extingubh  the  flames  of 
**  the  wer^  without  unsheathing  the  sword,  by  pursuing  tive 
^  measures  suggested  by  the  king.  This  conduct  would 
^*  have  immortidized  her  reign  throughout  alVEurope^  It 
^^  l^ould  have  gained  her  more  lasting  glory  than  can  be 
^'  acquired  by  the  greatest  triumphs*  The  king  finds  wiril 
^*  f^Sf^t,  that  all  his  precaution!)  and  care  tO'imdntain  peao^ 
^^  with  the  Russian  empire  are  fruitless,  and  that  Am  intrigues 
^^  of  his  ^nomiibs  have  pf^vailedk  His  majesty  sees  all  the 
M  consideratioiis  of  friendship  and  good  neighbourhood  set 
^^  f^\4p  by  the  Imperial  coi^rt  of  Russia,  as  well  as  the 
^^  pbservanpe  pf  its  engagements  With  his  majesty.  He  sees 
^^  that  court  inarching  its  troops  through  the  territories  of  a 
*?  foreign  power,  and,  contrary  to  the  tenor  of  treaties,  in 
^^  orderto  attack  the  k'lngf  in  his  dominions  i  and  thus  taking 
^*  part  in  ^  war,  in  which  his  enemies  have  involved  the 
^  Russian  empire.  In  such  citcumstancesi  the  king  bath 
.^  n^  other  pkrt  to  take,  but  to  employ  the  powef  which 
^^  God  hkth  intrusted  to  htm  in  defending  himself,  pro? 
**  tectilig  his  subjects,  and  repelling  every  unjust  attack. 
f^  Hh  majesty  will  ^ever  losp  sight  of  the  rulfs  which  are 
^^  tQA>seryed}  even  iu  the  midst  of  war,  among  ciyiU^ed 
^  tiations;  9ut  if^  contrary  to  all  hope  and  es^pectation, 
^^- these  rules  should  be  vicdated  by  tbi^  troops  pf  Russia,  If 
•^  |hey  ^ppfimit  in  the  Ifing's  territories  disorders  and  excesses 
f '  disallowed  hy  th^  Hyir  0f  H^l^v  bis  ms^esty  niu^  not  be 
f'  blafned  if  he  tn^ke^  reprisals  ^n  ^axonyi  and  ifi  instead 
H  of  that  good  prder,  and  rigorous  disci{^^  which  have 
♦4  hiffciertP  bcfn  pb^eired  by  hk|  winy  avoiding  all  eorfe  of 
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^^  jtrcnted  in  the  asmie  attuu^or  «i  ki%  own  terrii^rv^  sbaUihe 
tD«iiie4«i  At  to  th«  r^tiit  ^tbe  Ubg  irill  sa«a  publish  to  .die 
whole  ftodd  the  futiUtjr  of  ^c  rtmom  aUegrd  by  die 
^  Iiiq>eridl  ootm  «f  -Russia  to  justify  its  ag^eanton ;  smd  as 
^Vhistv^^^  is  forced upod  makiiig  has  defeobee,  be.  has 
^^  i)00i»»  to  hoipe,  with  coofi4^oe)  ihat  the  Lord,  of  hosts  • 
will  bless  his  righteous . amis;  that  be  will  disappoiitt 
ibe  ui^osa  ei^erpriaes  of  his  ^oemies,  and  graot  him  has 
^  pQvi$erfel  assisiaoce,  to  enable  him  to  make  heid  agaisat 
"  them-'* 

^  VI.  When  the  king  of  Prussiaf  was  put  under  the 
baa  of  the  empire,  the  several  princes  who  compose  thiit 
body  were  n^quired  by  the  decide  of  the  auUc  councU,  as 
we  observed  before^  to  furnish. th^r  respective  contingents 
against  him.  Those  who  feared  him  looked  upon  this,  as  a 
lair  opportunity  of  reducing  him ;  and  those  who  stood  in 
«i9re.of .  lihe  house  of  Austria  weret  through  necessity,  eom'- 
|)elkd  to  support  .thalt  power^  which  they  dreaded*  Ber 
^deSf  they  were  accustomed  to  the  influence  of  a  £amilyf 
in  which  the  empire  had,  for  a  long  time,  been  in  a  masmW 
laereditary*  and  wei'e  also  intimidated. by  the  appearenoe 
of  a  ceMederacy,  the  most  formidable^  perhaps,  that  the 
^Orld  had .  ever  seen.  Yet,  notwithstanding  all  thb^  th^ 
^Ql^tingents,  both  of  men  and  money,  were  collected  slowly  i 
die  troops  were  badly  composed ;  and  many  of  those,  not 
QKjiy.  of  the  pratestant  princes,  but  also  of .  the  catbolics« 
showed  the  utmost  rdnctance  to  act  agsdnst.his  Prus^isil 
ivvyesty,  which,  indeed,  none,  of  them  would  have  been^able 
40  doth^d'ii  not  been  for  the  assistance  of  the  French  undee 
the  prince  de  Soubise*  Th^  elector  palatine  lost, above  n 
IJ3yQ#sand  men  by  d^aertion.  .  Four  thousand  of  the  %f90fi^ 
i^(mgja^  to  the  duke  of  Wirtembfbjg  being  delivered  lo 
thf  French  commissary  on  the  twe^ity •fourth  of  June,  itrere 
iitgupi^ediately  reviewed ;  but  ths  review  was  scarcely  .finish* 
ed,<  when  they  began  to  dry  aloud,  that  they  were  sold« 
Hfs^t  miming  thic^  of  them  deserted  at  once,  and  w«r4 
eoon  followed  by  pai:ties  of  twenty  and  thirty  each,  who 
forcied  their  way  through  the  detachments  that  guarded  the 
l^s.  of  Sftutgard^  and  in  the  evening  the  mutiny  becsUHe 
geiM^i^    They   fired  upon  the  officers  in  their  barraeki^ 


«M1et  dieir  gcvunral  Itmv:,  thrt  if  he  did  msd  ittHHefittely 
irilhdrafr,  tkey  would  put  him  to  death.  Meaiiwfaik> 
idne  of  the  cAosrs  haviag  piirMed  the  dcMYters^  brouf^t 
baick  a  pnt  of  them  prisoners,  when  the  rest  of  the  sol- 
diers declared,  that  if  they  were  not  immediaiety  released, 
they  would  set  fire  to  the  stadthouse  and  barradcs;  up<m 
which  the  prisoners  were  set  at  libeny  late  in  the  evoMUg. 
'Next  morning  the  soldiers  assembled,  and  having  seized 
some  of  the  oftcers,  three  or  four  hundred  al  diem  aiarch- 
^  out  of  the  town  at  a  time,  with  the  music  di  the  regi- 
ments playing  before  them ;  and  in  this  manner  near  tfal-ee 
thousand  of  them  filed  off,  and  the  remainder  were  after- 
wards discharged. 

$  VII.  The  king  of  Prussia,   upon  bis  leaving  Bohe- 
mia, after  the  battle  of  Kolin,  retired  towards  Saxony^  as 
we  observed  before  i  and   having  s^snt  bis  ^heavy  ardllety 
and  mortarsT  op  the  Elbe  to  Dreaden ;  fixed  bia  camp  on 
the  banks   of  that   river;  at  Leitmeritz,  where  his  main 
army  was  strcmgly  intrenched,^  whilst  mareschal  Keith,  with 
the  troops  under  his  command,  encamped  on  the  opposite 
shore  ;  a  free  communication  being  kept  open  by  means  of 
a  bridge.     At  the  same   time,  detachments  were  ordered 
to  secure  the  passes  into  Saxony.     As  this  position  of  the 
king  of  Prussm  prevented  the  Austrians  from  being  aUe 
to  penetrate  into,  Saxcmy  by  the  way    of  the  Elbe,  they 
moved,  by  slow  nmrches,  into  the  circle  of  Bttntxlau,  and, 
at  last,  with  a  detachment  commanded  by  the  duke  d'AroiA- 
berg  and  M.  Macgutre,onr the  eighteenth  of  June  fell  sud- 
denly upon,  and  took,  the  important- post. at  Gabel,  aituatcd 
between   Boemish  Ley  pa,   and  Zittau,  after  an  obstinate 
defence    made    by  the   Prussian  garrison,   uiider  major 
general  Futkammerv    consisting  of  ihsitr  battalions,   who 
were  obliged  to  surrender  prisoners  of  war*  The  Austriana 
having  by  this  motion  gain^ed  a  march  towards  Lus«^ 
upon  a  corps  which  had  been  detiiched  under  the  command 
of  the  prince  of  Prus»a  to  watch  them,  his  Prussian  ma- 
jesty thou^t  proper  to  leave  l*<;ttfnerit2;  on  tte  twentieth 
in  the  morning,  ^d  lay  that  night  at  Lickowitz,  a  village 
opposite  to  Leitmeritz,  of  vf  hich  a  battalion  of  his  troops 
still  kept  possession,  while  the  rest  of  his  ^i^y  remn^ned 
aocnnped  in  the  plain  before  that  pla«e,     Nejtt.mormBgf  at 
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Wcak-of  dajr^  prince  iSeniy  deaattfied,  wA  m«de  so  gdod  a 
disposition  for  his  retreat,  tbat  he  did  not  lose  a  single  maD, 
tbough  be  marched  in  aigbt  of  the  whole  body  of  Austrian 
trrcgnlars*  He  passed  the  bridge  at  Leiuneritz,  .after 
withdrawing  the  battalion  that  was  in  the  town^  atid  having 
Jmmt  the  bridge,  the  whole  army  united,  and  made  a  small 
movement  towards  the  passes  of  the  mountains ;  the  king 
then  lying  at  Sulowitz,  near  the  field  where  the  battle  of 
'Ivowoschutz  was  fought  on  the  first  of  October  of  the  pre- 
o4Niing  yean  The  heavy  baggage  was  sent  on  in  the  after- 
noon, with  a  proper  escorte ;  and  in  the  morning  of  the 
twenty-second  the  army  marched  in  two  columns,  and  en*, 
camped  on  the  high  grounds  at  X^usechitz,  a  little  beyond 
Lenai,  where  it  tudted  the  twenty -third.  No  attack  was 
made  upon  the  rearguard,  though  great  numbers  of  Aus- 
trism  hussars,  and  other  irregulars,  had  afqieaved  the 
evening'  before  within  cannonshot,  of  the  Prussian  camp* 
On  the  twenty-fourth  the  army  nuutshed  to  Nellendorf ;  on 
she  twenty-filth  it  encamped  near  Cotta,  on  the  twenty^sixth 
near- Pima,  where  i(  halted  the  next  day;  and  on  the 
twenty*eighth  it  crossed  the  river  near  that  place,  and  en- 
itered  Lusatta,  where,  by  the  end  (rf*  the  moptk,  it  encamped 
near  l^mtzen* 

%  VIII.  The  king's  army  made  tiiis  retveat  with  all  the 
success  dwt  could  be  wished;  but  the  corps  tbnder  the 
prince  of  Prussia^iad  not  the  same  good  fortune :  for  the 
.Attstrians,  immediately  after  their  mking  Gabel,  sent  a 
etrong  dctaebment  against  Zituu,  a  trading  town  in  the^ 
d«cle  of  Upper  Saxony,^  where  the  Prussians  bad  large 
magasines,.  and  a  garrison  of  six  battalions,  and,  in  bts 
sight,  attacked  it  with.' uncommon  rage.  Paying  no  regard 
tot  die  inhabitants  as  bemg  friends  or  allies,  blit  determined 
40  reduce  the  place*  bef<H«  the  king  of  Prussia  could  have 
time  to  marsh  to  im  rdiief,  they  no  sooner  arrived  before  it, 
^laa  they-bombafded  and  connonaded  it  with  such  fury, 
that  most  of  the  garrison,  fining  themselves  unable  to 
vesist,  made  their  e8ca|»e,  and  carriad  off  as  iui|£}v  as  they 
could  of  the  magazines,  leaviogonly  three  or  four  hundred 
men  in  the  town,  under  colonel  Diric)ce,  to  hold  it  out  as 
hmg  as  po^Ue;  which  he  accordingly  did,  till  the  wheite 
fdace  was  sdio^st  destroyed*.    The  cannoning  began  en 
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tbt  twenly-tktrd  of  Joly^  nt  cW^n 'in  the.  tt^iAis  «i4 
Usud  till  five  ia  the  evening*  In  this  splice  of  timeioiir 
thousand  balls,  many  of  them  redbot,  were  fired  into  thta 
unfortunate  city  with  so  little  intermisjiion,  that  it  was  sooa 
set. on  fire  in  several  places*  In  the  confusion  which  the 
conflagration  produced,  the  Austrians  entered  the  tow% 
and  the  inhabitanla  imagined  that  they  had  then  nothing 
further  to  fear ;  and  that  their  friends  the  Austrians  would 
assist  them  in  extinguishing  the  flames,  and  saving  the 
place :  but  in  this  particular  their  expectations  were  diaap^ 
pointed.  The  pandours  and  sclavonians,  who  ruahed  ia 
with  regular  troops,  made  no  distinction  between  the  Prus** 
siaas  and  the  inhabitants  of  Zittau ;  instead  of  helping  to 
quench  the  flames,  they  began  to  plunder  the  warehousea 
which  the  fire  had  not  reached;  so  that  all  the  valuable 
merchandiae- they  contained  was  either  c.'^rried  oS^  or  re^ 
duced  to  ashes.  Upwards  of  six  hundred  bonaea^  and 
aJmoBt  all  the  public  buildings,  the  cathedral  of  St*  Jdm 
and  St*  Jaaftes,  the  orphan  house,,  eight  parsonage  houses^ 
eight  schools,  the  tovnhouse,  and  every  thing,  contaiHied  ia 
it,  the  public  weigh  house,  the  prison,  the  archives,  and  all 
the  other  documents  of  the  town  council,  the  plate,  aiMl 
other  things  of  value,  presented  to  the  town,  from  tin»e  to 
time,  by  the  emperors,  kii^,  aad  other  princes  and  noble- 
men, were  mtirely  destroyed,  and  more  than  four  hundred 
citizens  were  killed  in  this  assault*  Of.  the  whole  towa 
there  was  left  standing  only  one  hundred  and  thirty^eight 
houses,  two  churches,  the  council,  library^  and  the  saltwork* 
The  queen-  of  Poland  was  so  afiected  by  this  m^laitcholjr 
account,  that  ahe  is  said  to  have  faintefl  away  upon  heatis^ 
jt.  As  .this  city  belonged  to  their  frigid  the  king^  of 
Poland,  the  Austt'imis  thought  proper  ta  publish  an  excusa 
for  their  conduct;  ascribing  it  entirely  to  the  oi^ceasil^ 
they  were  under,  and  the  obstinate  defience  m^Mk  by  tfap 
Pruasiaa  gatrison*  But  what  etcusea  caa  atode  for  auch 
barbarity  ?        ' 

$  IX.  jTlie  corps  uadtr  thir  priiftoe  of  Prussiat  whadi 
had  been  wimesses  .to  the  destruction  of  this  unhappf 
plaoe^  -ivas,  by  the  king^s  march  to  Bautxen,  forttmaidf 
eKCricatetl  front  ahe  danger  of  feeing  .surmunded  by  the 
Au«triaus>  who^  upon  hia  majesty's  ^)proa)i^  retired  frosa 


their  posts  dn  the  light*  Soon  after  this  event,  the  prince 
0f  Prussia,  finding  his  hefilth  much  impaired  by  the  fatigues 
of  the  campaign,*  quitted  the  arivy,  and  returned  to  Berlin. 
In  the  meap  time,  maVeschal  Keith,  who  had  been  left 
upott  the  frontier,  to  guard  the  passes  of  the  mountains  of 
fiohemia,  arrived  at  Pirna,  having  been  much  harassed  in 
}iis  march  by  the  enemy's  irregular  troops,  and  lost  soint- 
wagons  of  provisions  aiid  baggage*  After  resting  a  day 
9t  Pima,  he  pursued  his  marth  through  Dresden  widli 
twenty  battalions  and  forty  squadrons,  and  encamped  on 
ttie  right  of  the  Elbe,  before  Ae  giMte  of  the  new  city,  from 
lirbence  he  joined  the  king  between  Bautzen  and  Goerlitz. 
The  Prussian  army,  now  reassembled  at  this  place, 
amounted  to  about  sixty  thoi;Mnd  men,  besides  twelve. 
lKatt<lions  and  ten  squadrons  which  remained  in  the  famous 
camp  at  Ptmii,  under  the  prince  of  Anhault  Dessau,  to 
cover  Dresden,  secure  the  gorges  of  the  -  mountains,  and 
check  the  inctirsions  of  the  Austrian  irregulars,  with  whom, 
as*  they 'were  continually  flying  about  the  skirts  .  of  the 
"Prussian  arnoy,  as  well  in  their  encampments  a^  on  their 
marches,  almost  daily  skirmishes  happetied,  with  vlirious< 
success.  Though'  some  of  these  encounters  were  very 
bloody,  they  cost  the  Prussians  much  fewer  men  than  they 
lost  by  desertion  since  the  battte  of  Kolin;  The  reason 
seems  obvious :— The  Prussian  army  had  been  recruited, 
in  times  of  peace,  from  all  parts  of  Germany  *  an^  though 
this  way  of  recruiting  may  be  very  proper  in  such  times^ 
yet  it  cannot  be  expected- to  answer  in  a  state  of  actual 
war,  especially  an  unfortunate  war:  because  the  fidelity  of 
•ttch  soklieirs  can  never  be  so  much  depended  on  as  that  of 
natives,  who  serve  their  natural  sovereign  from  principle^ 
ftnd  not  merely  for  pay,  and  who  must  desert  their  country, 
fheir  parents,  and.  their  friends,  at  the  same  time  that  they 

fl^ert  their  prince. 
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'  aTfitt  was  the  reason  tliat  vrm  pnUicIy^  Rssigned  f6r  hiii  qaiuinp:  (he  army; 
^iit  a  much  more  prol|i»|)1e  one^  whi«^  was  only  whispered,  ttems  to  have  beeiw 
tliat  this  prince,  than  whom  none  ever  was  more  remarkftbte  for  humanity  ana 
^eflodiil 'Virtues,  dislHung  tbeirioleatiyroceedings  of  thie  king  his  In^ither,  coqM 
|M>trefi'ain  from  expostulating  with  him  on  that  subject;  ui>on  which  his  maiestiry, 
with  an  air  of  jp-eat  disapprobation,  told  him,  *•  That  th*  air  of  Berlin  wotiM  6e 
**  better  for  him  than  thiit  of  the  camp.'*  The  priojoe  aeeordingly  retired  to 
JBerlin,  where  he  died  soon  after ;  grief  and  concern  for  the  welfare  of  his  brother, 
.#ik4  f^Ul®  >^*  tftkoii bf  him* hkrin^  no  sipiJi  thsre in  his^eath. 
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$  X*    It  win  be  proper  here  to  take  notice  of  some* 
events  which  could  not  easily  be  mentioned  before,  without 
breaking  through  the  order  we  have  proposed  to  ourselves 
in  the  writing  of  this  history. — The  empress  queen^  mor^ 
imbittered  than  ever  against  the  king  of  Prussia  and  his 
allies,  recaHed  her  ministers,  count  Coloredo  and  monsieur' 
Zohern  irom  London,  towards  the  beginning  of  July;  an4 
about  the  same  time  count  Kaunitz,  great  chancellor  of  the 
empire,  informed  Mr.  Keith,  the  British  minister  at  Vienna; 
that  the  court  of  London,  by  die  succours  it  had  given,  and 
still  continued  to  give,  the  king  of  Prussia,  as  well  as  by 
other  circumstances  relating  to  the  present  state  of  afiairs, 
having  broken  the  solemn-  engagements  which  united  this 
crown  with  the  house  of  Austria,  her  majesty,  the  empress 
queen  had  thought  proper  to  recal  her  minister  from  Eng- 
land, and   consequently  to  break   off  all  correspc^ndenee^ 
Mr.  Keith,  in  pursuance  of  this  notice,  set  out  from  Vienna 
dh  the  twenty-ninth  of  July ;  as  did  also   Mr.   De&rolles, 
his  Britannic  majesty's  miniater  at  the  court  of  Brussels; 
from  this  last  place,  about  the  same  time.     On  the  seventh 
of  July,  general  Pisa,  commandant  of  Ostend,   Nieuport; 
and  the  maritime  ports  of  Flanders,  sent  his  adjutant  to  the 
English    vice-consul    at    Ostend,    at  six  -  oMock    in     the 
meaning,  to  tell  him^  that  by  orders  from  his  court  all  com- 
munication  with  England  was  broke  off;  and  desired  the 
vice-consul  to  intimate  to  the  packetboats  and  British  ship- 
ping at  Ostend,  Bruges,  and  Nieuport,  to  depart  in  twenty- 
(ouT  hours,  and  not  to  return  into  any  of  the  port^  of  the 
empress*  queen   till   further  disposition  should   be   made. 
The  reasons  alleged  by  the  court  of  Vienna  for  debarring 
the  subjects  of  his  Britannic  majesty  fronv  the  use  of  these 
ports,  obtained  for  the  house  of  Austria  by  the  arms  and 
treasures  of  Great  Britain,  were,  "  That  her  Imperial  ma- 
*"' jesty,  the  empress  queen,  could  not,  with  indifference,  see 
*'  England,  instead  of  giving  the  succours'  due  to  her  by  the 
^^  tfiOBt  solemn  treaties,  enter  inta  an  alliance  with  her  enemy 
^«  ^e  king  of  Prussia,  and  actually  afford  him  all  manner  of 
^^  assistance,  assembling  armies  to  oppose  those  which  the 
^^  most  clmstian  king,  her  ally,  had  sent  to  her  aid,    and 
"  suffering  privateers   to    exercise    opeil   violence   in    Iwr 
^^  roads,  under  the  cannon  of  her  ports^  aaid  coasts,  without 
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^  giyiftg  tlie  least  «^ftf{M:tioii  or  answer  to  ih^  ebmfi^mts 
^^  made  oa  that  account;  and  the  kio^  of  Great  Brttaio. 
^^  himself,  at  the  veryjime  she.  was  offerti^htm  a  neutrality 
**•  for  Hanover,  publishing,  by  a  H^eaaage  to  bis  parliameati 
^^  IJbat  she  had  formed,  with  the  most  christiai^  kiag,  dan-; 
^Sgerous  designs  agaiasr  that  ekct6rate:  therefore,  her 
^  majesty,  desirous  of  ]>rovi4iug  for  the  securiqr  of  her^ 
^^  ports,  judged  it  esf^edient  lo  give  the  foreflaention^ 
^^  ordera;  and.  at  the  same  time  to  declare,  that  abe  coukL 
^^  no  longer  permit  a  free  communication  between,  her  sub- 
^^  jects  amd  the  Eo^^ish,  which  had  hitherto  been,  founded 
^^  upon  treaties  that  Gireat  Britain  had  without  acruple, 
^  evenly  violated."  Notwithstanding  these  orders,  the 
English  p|u:kethoats,  with  letters,  were  allowed  to  p^ss 
^  usual  to  and  friMu  Ostend ;  th^e  ministers  of  her  Imperial 
majesty  .wisely  considering  how  gocyl  a  revenue  the  postage 
of  £ngUsb  letters  brings  in  to  the  postoffice  of  the  Aua|rian 
Netherlands*  Ostend  and  Nieuport,  by  order  of  her 
Imperial  majfssty,  receivied  each  of  them  a  French  garrison ; 
the  .former  on  the  nineteenth  of  July,  and  the  latter  the 
n^  day,  under  the  cooHxiand  Qf  M»  de  la  Motte,  upon 
whose  arrival  the  Auatrian  uoops  evacuated  those  places  $ 
though  the  empress  queen  still  reserved  to  herself,  in  both 
4f  tbem,  the  full  and  free,  exercise  of  aU  her  rights  of 
soviireigAty ;  tp  which  purpose  an  oath  was  administered  t9 
tii^  French  commandant  by  her  majesty's  minister  plenipp- 
ti^J^Ty^SQr  the  government  of  the  Low  Countries*  At  the 
aam^  tinae,  their  imperial  and  most  christian  majesties 
notified  to  the  magistracy  of  Hamburgh,  that  they  must 
i>Qt  adm^t  any  English  men  of  war,- or  transports,  into  their 
port,  on  pain  of  having  a  French  garrison  imposed  oa 
them*  The  city  of  Gueldres,  which  had  been  blocked  up , 
by  the.  French^  ever  since  the  beginning  of  sun^mer,  was 
for^d  by  famine  jto  capitulate  on  the  twenty-foulth  of 
August,  and  the  giirrison  marched  out  with  all  the  honours 
4>{  w^,  iti  ordirr  to  be  conducted  to  Berlin:  but  so^many 
of  tb^m  deserted,  that  when  they  passed  by  Cologi^  the 
whole  ^rrison  consisted  only  of  the  commandant,  and 
forty-sevea  men.  By  the  surrender  of  this  place  the  whole 
4:auAtry  lay /open  to  the  French  and  their  allies  quite  up  to 
JN|^e&<H^gi  /jiqdjjIie.emprqBs  qucfjn  imipcdiately  receive4 
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tiNy  hondned  iIiott«aiid  erowtii^  fra«»  Ar  rfi^eiiuc»  of  Clei^ 

f  Xl«  To  return  Icy  tlie  aflblrfi  more  iteaiedmidy  rdsi- 

Ihsg  10  the  irimg  of  PraMtn.     The  «dvafeced  p«M»  of  the 

prioee  ef  Atihliuh  Dessnu  «f  Pirtta  were  atlaiekeAf  cm  the 

tenth  #f  Aug«ftt,  by  tt  body  of  hueMrs,  and  fttN»r  irregalar 

troDpe  of  the  AustriatM ;  but  the  Prusehens  scon  obliged 

lliem  to  retire^  with  the  loss  of  seveml  men  and  tiro  pieees 

el  caeni^y^     Oh  t)|e  itinefeeiich  of  the  sMie  moMh^  ear)y  in 

the  motliifyg,  a  great  inmber  of  Austrim  ptddours  ear- 

reranded  a  Ktrie  town  eailed  Gotlkbe,  in  whteh  «  Prussian 

gftt riflloil  irit9*qiitfrtered,  with  a  de^igto  te^  take  it  by  surptke. 

The  pstnddnrft  attacked  it  on  all  sides,  and  het  ilie  begimrin|; 

kilted  tfrentjr-three  Prusiiana  and   wounded  asanr^  but 

ttie  PiHissiaAs  having  ndlted;  repulsed  die  asaaatots  wiA 

great  k>ss«     Thefte^ '  howeref,  were  bat  a  eort  of  preludee 

tb  Mu^h  more  decistre  a^^oite,  which  happened  seow 

ilften     Siteiia,  nthieh  had  hitherto  been  undiattnfb^  this 

^ear^  began  now  to  fed  the  eflfetts  of  war.     Bamn  JahmiS) 

ah   Autt^ian  colonel,  entering  that  country  with  t>f|ly  a 

hi(tldfu|   of  men,   made   himself   master  of   Hirschbergf 

Weldehbefg,    Gotteibufg,    Frankenstein,   and    LMd^ut. 

iJity  Irere^  indeed,  but  open  placea ;  $knd  he  was  repuhcd 

Hi  Mh  atteihpt  upon  Strigan*     On  the  side  of  Francoaia  the 

ai-iht  of  the  empire  was  assembling  with  aU  speed,  under 

fhb  {jribce  of  Sake   Hildburghausen  |   the   French  were 

ihartbing  t  second  army  from  their  interior  prfwftices  i«to . 

Ahate,  in  order  to  join  the  Imperialbtk :  the  fimt  division 

bf  fheir  troops  had  Already  entered  the  empire,  and  wer6 

ddvanerd  ds  fin-  aft  Hahau.     The  Swedes  were  now  pfepa- 

Hhg;  W}th  the  utmost  e^peditloo,  to  send  a  numerous  army 

kfto  PomerAbiii ;  nnd  the  {hissians,  who,  skiee  #ie  taking  of 

IM^mel,  bad  ncA  done  the  k|hg  of  Prussiti  m«M^  damage, 

t>^slde$  that  of  obliging  him  to  keep  an  itTmy  in  Prussia  to 

iD^^le  th^m,  attd  hi^eH>upting  the  trad%  <^f  Konigaberg  by 

titerr  ^t^tradi-omi,  y^tre  again  advandhg  wiili  hasty  atndes 

kotr^i^  !Pru6t9a,  Mavlcin^  theii*  steps  with  hor^d  desiolatiOh, 

^^Id  tnaresiphal  t^hwald,  who  had  been  left  ip  PHiseia,  with 

tm^iriny  ofthfity'diovrslind  men,tp  guard  that  kingdom^uring 

Vhe  ttbi&tact  Df  ids  biSistct,  was  encamped  neitr  Vfelau,  when 

'  %  l^i^sjili^,  to  tf^  Mml?^  t^f  H^ty  tjiofis^^pd  uf^  fatting 
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Ikig,  whcfie  vituatitm  «ioir  4i«w  tqpoii  imn  Ae  attention  tof 
all  Eovope.  In  tte  mg^t  hetwcem  die  Mtventh  and  etghtk 
of  hsmig»^s  ^^^90^  Mftlmcho^ski)  one  of  m«a*eBdud  L«fa«- 
iHdd^  cAoert,  fliarthed  t»  roeoiuiaitre  the  position  of  tha 
eft^aoy,  when  a  skimiiaAi  itiippeiied,  iirhich  lasted  near  two 
ho«ars>  between  hie  advanced  raalcft  and  a  Russian  dktac)i«> 
wxmXs  three  times  stronger  liian  the  f^russksis.  The  Roe^ 
mns  Weve  mputoad,  and  ied  hito  die  Woods,  after  having 
fift^  men  killed,  and  a  gi^Hit  nasMier  wotmdad*  The  Pnis«» 
sUris  lost  but  one  man,  and  had  foarteen  wounded. 

f  'Xf  1%  Several  odier  little  skirmishes  happened  4>0tween 
svi^SS^'iS  parties  of  the  tw<0^  armies ;  and  the  Russians  went 
on  p^lagini^  lind  lajring^  watte  every  thing  befote  them^ 
till  at  leo^h  the  two  armies  approaehed  one  another  m 
Brandenburgh  Frosilia.  Mareschal  Lehwald,  finding  it  im- 
possiMe  to  spare  detachmesits  fross  so  small  a  nuttiber  as 
hia  was,  eompsn^  to  that  of  the  enem^,  to  cover  the 
wretefced  inhabitants  fram  the  outrages  committed  on  them 
by  aba  Rassaansv  Cossadra,  and  other  barbarians  belonging 
to  them,  judged  ir  Absolutely  necessary  to  attack  iSieir  main 
ara^ ;  and  aecordmgly,  notWfthstandi ng  his  great  diesdvin-^ 
tagein  almoai evety  respect,  he  resolved  jto  hazard  a  batda 
oo'the  SOdi  of  August.  The  Russians, ^consisting,  as  WH 
before  obaerved^  of  eighty  thousand  regulars,  under  the 
eommand  of  maresehal  Apra»n,  avoiding  the  opiirt  fidd^ 
were  imreoched  in  a  most  advantageous  camp  near  N^* 
kkten  in  Prussia.  Their  army  w'as  compose^  oflbur  lines, 
each  of  wlKch  was  gmirded  by  an  intrenchmedl^  ami  titd 
whole  was  Amended  by  two  hundred  pieces  oF  etnAoti, 
batserka  being  placed  upon  all  the  eminences.  Maresehal 
Lfiriiwald^s  amny  scircely  amounted  to  thirty  thousand  men. 
The  action  bsgan  at  five  in  the  morning,  and  was  can'ied 
on  wit|»  ao  mweh  v'fgour,  lliat  the  Pruasians  eatirely  bfdk<^ 
tiia  wh<4e  first^ine  of  the  enemy,  and  forced  all  their  batte-^ 
ries..  The  prince  of  Holstein  Oottorp  brother  to  the  kiMg 
of  Sweden,  at  the  head  of  his  regiment  of  dragoons,  r^ftftad 
the  Russia*  cavalry4  and  afterwards  fell  upon  a  reg)(;tee^ 
of  |renadier^  ^wlu^  was  cut  to  pieces;  but  when  th^ 
Pru^an^  oame  to  the  second  intrenchmem^  lilai^esehd 
ii^hwaldi^  seemg  that  he  could  not  attempt  to  carry  it  ^itft^ 
iiuS'^iqp^iiig  his  army  too  mudi^  took  tiie  res4litt$M  td 
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fietire«  Tbe  Pruniios  reCoreed  to  tlieir  fimii^  camp  at 
Velft«,  and  the  RoMfans  veniaiii^d  is  tfaciv  present  attna^on.;. 
The  loss  of  the  Prucstatis,  Iktle  exceedi^  two  titouimnd 
killed  and  wounded^  wa»  immediateiy  replaced  oot  ^  the 
dflaciplined  militia*  Tbe  Russians  lost  a  much  greatev 
number.  General  Lapnchin  was  w^fnnded  mid  taken  firi- 
sener,  with  a  colonel  of  the  Russian  artillery)  bat  die  former 
was  sent  back  on  his  parole.  The  Prossiaii  army  had,  att 
firsts  made  themselves  masters  of  above  eighty  pieces  of 
cannon^  but  were  afterwards  obliged  to  abandon  them,  wkb 
eleven  of  their  own,  for  want  of  carriages.  Three  Russian 
generals  were  killed ;  but  the  Prussians  lost  no  geoend  or 
officer  of  distinction,  of  which  rank  count  Oohaa  was  the 
only  one  that  was  wounded* 

^  XIIL  After  this  engagement  ararescbd  Lehwald 
changed  the  position  of  his  ami}%  by  drawing^-  towards 
Peterswald,  and  the  Russians,  after  remaimig  ^mtit  inactive 
till  the  13th  of  September,  on  a  sudden,  to  Uie  great  sur- 
prise of  every  one,  retreated  out  of  Prussia  with  such 
precipitation,  that  they  left  all  tlieir  sick  and  wounded 
behind  tliem,  to  the  amount  of  fifteoi  or  oixteen  thousand 
men,  together  with  eighty  pieces  of  cMnon,  and  a  consider- 
able part  of  their  military  stores.  Mareschal  Apraxin 
masked  his  design  by  advancing  all  his  irregulars  tow^rda 
the  Prussian  army;  so  that  mareschal  Lehwald  waa  not 
informed  of  it  till  the  third  day,  when  he  detached  prtnoe 
George  of  Holstein,  with  ten  tbouffiind  horse,  to  pi&rsiie 
them ;  but  with  iitde  hopes  of  coming  up  with  them,  as 
they  made  forced  marches,  in  order  to  be  the  sooner  m 
their  own  country*  However,  tbe  Prussians  took  soma  of 
^e|A  prisoners,  and  many  stragglers  were  kUl^  by  the 
country  people  in  their  il^ht  towards  Tilsit,  wiuch  they 
abandoned,  though  they  still  kept  Memel,  and  shortly  aft^ 
added  some  new  fortifications  to  that  place.  They  made 
thfiir  retreat  in  two  c<dumti8,  one  of  which  directed  its 
course  towards  Memel;  whilst  the  other  took  the  nei^est 
way  through  the  bailiwic  of  Absternuit,  and  threw  bridges 
9v^r  the  river  Jura.  Both  columns  .bumf  evejsy!  village  they 
passed  through  without  distinction*  ThevPrtissians  were 
^^ged  to  desist  from  the  pursuit  of  these  barhana^^ 
^S^MtS^  the  bridges  thrown  over  tbe  riw^r  .Memd  lis»d 
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deslrc^^  by  tKe  vk»leiiee  of  llie  stream.  The  RuMiui 
army  sufcred  ^e^tlyifot  want  of  bread,  as  all  il|e  couotries 
weft  nihi«d  through  which  it  passed,  so  that  they  could 
procQve  h0  mrt  of  Mteklence  iult  herbage  and  r)re  bread. 
All  the  roads  ^ere  ^re^ed  with  dead  bodies  of  men  aod 
horsed.  The  real  eause  of  this  sudden  retreat  is  as  great 
a  mj'tstery  as  the  reason  of  stopping  so  long  the  year 
IsMefore  on  the  bottlers  of  Lithuania ;  though  the  occasion  <rf 
it  is  said  to^  have  been  the  Ubiess  of  the  csarina^  who  w^s 
s^%xid  with-a  kind  of  an  apoplectic  fit^  and  had  made  some 
new  regulation  in  case  of  a  vacancy  of  the  throne,  which 
rendered  it  expedient  that  the  regular  forces  should  be  at 
hand^to  support  the  measures  taken  by  the  government.^; 

$  XIV.  -The  Icing  of  Prussia  after  remaining  for  some 
time  eneamped  between  BaiMsen  and  Geerlitz,  removal  his 
headquarters  to  Bemstedel ;  aod  on  the  fifteenth  of  August 
his  army  came  in  sight  of  the  Austrian  camp,  and  withm 
eahndo'  shot'  ^  it :  upon  which  the  Aostrians  struck  their 
tents,  and  itmr  up  in  order  of  battle  before  their  camp. 
The  king  fcnnned  his  amiy  over  against  them,  and  imme- 
diately went  to  reconnoitre  Ae  ground  between  the.  armies : 
hut,  a»  it  was  then  late,  he  detf&rred  the  more  exact  examio- 
^on  of  ^at  ck-eiimstaace  till  the  next  day.  The  tw^o 
armies  cmitinQed  under  arms  all  njgl^  Next  morning  at 
break' of  <faiy,  the  king  found -the  Austrions  encamped  with 
their  right  at  the  river  Wetsle ;  the  rest  of  their  army  ex- 
tended along  a' rising  ground,  af  the  foot  of  a  mountain 
covered  with  wood,  wl»ch  protected  their  left ;  and  before 
dieh*  front  at  the  bottom  of  the  hill  on  which  they  were 
drawn  up,  was  a  small  brook,  passable  only  in  thref  places, 
and  for  no  more  than  four  or  five  men  abreast.  Towards 
the  left  of  their  army  was  an  opening,  where  three  or  four 
battalions  might  have  marched  in  froist:  but  behind  it  they 
had  placed  three  lines  of  infantry,  ami  on  a  hill  which 
fianked  this  opening,  within  musket,  shot,  were  placed  four 
thousand  foot,  with  forty  or  fifty  pieces  of  cannon :  so  that, 
m  reality,  this  was  the  strongest  part  of  their  camp»  The 
king  l^ft  nothing  uodon*  to  bring  the  Ai&s^ians  to  a  battle ; 
but  finding  them  absolutely  bent  on  avoiding  it,  after  lying 
{fMur  daya  before  them,  he  ami  his  army  returned  to  their 
eamp^^t  Bernst^del.     They  were  follow^  ^by  some  of  the 


^^  ttisrauY  Of  mnsLAKD.  j^^^^. 


Srcikitt,  without  auflering  any  1d8%  thougk  the  oumemys 
^rmy  of  the  Austrttfts  folknred  him  Ibr.  ^ome  di^^  UfM9» 
his  arrival  there,  he  choee  a  veiy  atfoog  oamp  oo  the  other 
aide  of  the  Oder,  in  order  to  covftr  the  city  of  Brealaii,  to 
die  (ortifi«»tion  (rf  which  he  imaiediately.  added  sm^fal 
ntjft  works.  Though  neither  side  had  any  very  signal  ad- 
^flistage  in  this  eftgageai^nt,  more  than  i^t  the  Austrbna 
remauied  asaiiess  of  the  Acid;  yet  great  rc^oieiiigs  were 
made  at  Vkmia  on  aecount  of  it*  The  death  of  general 
.WinterfieU  was,  indeed,  an  irrepars^ik  lose  to  his  Proseiaji 
ao^ty,  who  received  at  the  same  time  the  news  of  this 
misfortune,. and  of  the  Swedes  having  now  acloaUy  begun 
boatiiiues  in  Pomerania. 

§  XVI.  A  body  of  the  Freocb,  who,  let  loose  against 
she  king  of  Prussia,  by  the  ever  memorable  and  shameful 
ccmveotion  of  Closter  Seven,  bad  entered  the  terrilmies  of 
Halberstadt  and  Magdeburgh,  were  worsted  at  ^Eglen  by  a 
l»alrty  of  six  hundred  men,  under  the^  command  of  couiA 
Horn,  whom  prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunswick  had  detached 
Irom  a  body  of  troops  with  which  his  P/ussian  majesty,  had 
SMmt  him  to  defend  those  countries^     Tbe  Prussians  tods 
{prisoners  the  e^mt  de  Lueigoan,  coiooel,  eighteen  other 
French  ofitcers,   and   (our  hundred   iK^diers,.  ami   made 
themselves  masters  of  a  considerable  booty  in  haggi^,  &c» 
with  the  loss  of  only  two  men  i  and,  moreover,  a  French  ^ 
ottcer  and  forty  m^n  wtve  made  prisoners  i^  Halberstadt* 
Upon  this  clieck  the  French  evacuated  the  country  of  Hal* 
herstadt  for  a  little  wfatlt,  but  retultiing.again  on  the- twenty- 
nicnth  of  September,  with  a  con&ideraUe  reinforcement  from 
maresclial  IlicheUeu^s  army,  which  .  he  now  could  easily 
Bpare,  prince  Ferdinand  was  oMig^^d  to  retire  to  Winsleben, 
near  the  city  of  Magdeburgh*     The  dangers  which  h;id 
heen  hiUiierto  kept  at  a  distance  frc»m  the  Prussian  •domtO'^ 
tons,  by  the -surprising  activity  of  their  king,  now  drew 
nearer^  andr menaced. them  on ;aJl  skb^fr     MareschaURiche**  . 
lieu,  WJth  eighty  battalions  and  a  hundred  squadrons,  en- 
tered- tim   country  id»  HaUbersiadt,   and  k vied  immense 
contribution^ ;.  whilst  the  aUied  army  of  ths^  Srench  and 
Imperti^ialB,  beingi  joiied   by   six  theAt^and    men   under 
g^ofo^d^  ]i#n»dohnt  wim  ha^.dt^e^tud'.^  r^iptlSiefit  «fr  Prussian 


eavatrjr  n^ar  Eirfonb^  mi»«died  to  .Wessenfek,  vt^f  ^.tiie; 
verv  centre  of  Thuriogki.  Tbe  Swedes  had  actually  takett 
some  towns  in  P<H»eraDid'«  ai«d  were  advancing  to  besiege 
S^tin,  and  the  A^eniaiis,  who  had  made. themselves  mas-^ 
ters  of  LignitZ)  and  a  considerable  pwrl  of  Silesia,  had  i|ow 
Isud  siege  to  Schweidnit^v  tmd  were  preparing  to  pass  the 
Oder)  in  order  to  attack  the  prince  of  Bevem  in  his  camp 
near  Breslau*  In  the  mean  time  they  made  frequent  aall 
always  destructive  incorsione  inj^  Brandenbargh ;  to  op* 
poi^  which  his  Prussian  majesty  ordered  detachments  from- 
all  his  regisnents  in  those  parts'  to  join  the  militia  of  the- 
opumry,;  and  sent  the-  jMrince  ot  Anhault  Dessau  fipm 
Leipzig,  with  a  body  often  thotfsmd  men,  to  guard  Berlin^ 
whilst  he  himself  marched  yith  the  ^oops  under  his  com'* 
mand  to  Interbeck,  on  the  frontier  of  the  Lower  Lusatia, 
to  l^the  more  at  hand  to  cover  Brapdenburgh,  and  preserve. 
the  communication  with  Silesia. . 

$  XVIL'  While  these  precautions  were  taking,  general 
Haddick,  with  fifteen  or  sixteen  thousand  Austrians,  ent^* 
ed  Brandenburgh  on  the  sixteendi  of  October,  and  the  next 
day  arrived  before  ^  Berlin,  of  which  city  he  demanded  a 
contribution  of  six  hundred  thousand  crowns ;  but  contented 
himself  with  two  hundred  and  ten  thousand.  The  Austri* 
9xis^  pillaged  two  of  the  suburbs ;  but  before  they  could  do 
any  further  mischief)  they  wefe  obliged  to  retire  in  great 
haiste^  at  the  approach  of  the  prince  of  Anhault  Dessau,' 
whpse  v^guard  entered  the  city  in  the  evening  of  their 
departure.  This  alarm,  however,  obliged  die  queen  and 
the  royal  family  of  Prussia  to  remove  to  Magdeburgb  on 
the  twenty-third ;  and  the  n»3st  valuable  recotds  were  sent 
to  the  fort  of  S^^idau,  at  the  conftux  of  the  Havel  and  the 
Spbra*  On  the  other  hand,  the  unfortunate  inhabitants  of 
j(«e)pzig  now  idt  mio^st  eevereljf  the  cruel  effects  of  the 
po>i^  of  thetr  new  masterr^^The  Prussian  commandant  In 
that  city  had,  by  order  of  the  king,  demanded  of  them  three 
hundred  thons^od  crowns,  a  sttm  far  greater  than  it  was  in 
their,  pow^r  to  r^e.  This  truth  they  represented,  but  in 
v«in»:  The  shovt  ^time  alldll^d  them  to  furnish  their  contin- 
gents Jwing  expii:)ed,  smd  all  their  efforts,  to  comply  with  this 
demand  bat^g  proved  ineffectual,  they  were  subjected  to 
the  rigoi^s  of  military  execution  i  in  uonleqtienc*  of  which 
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the  test  apitrtnMtits^  and  Imdl  at  dfaicfriMi^Ci ;  bof  the"  sum 
dtemtmded  eoakl  vnt  be  fc/vmA^  Stfcti  mm  tlM  tkunfioa  af 
thii' 4i«li«ff9ed  tity^  idlieti,  011  the^tftMMh  of  OcCkaibci',  m 
<^ft]m:s^  arrived,  with  ad^iee  Aftt  his  Ptu^latt  Riajesty 
Wotild  8(>otf  be  there;  atidf  ilecov^^glf  h6  arrived  a  few 
miii(ite«  kfterward^)  attended  b)^  hb  nftgfiiards.  At  th^ 
mme  ttt#^;  a  twmtMt  waa  sjireadf  thMi  Aie  cit^  would  be 
dtflv^^d  U]^  td  fffifa^,  nt^hidi  dif«W  tto  iltfbiiUtaiitft  kflo 
tlHb  BtflMMit  €e««$iiMratio«i«  Their  ftwrs,  hawever,  m  Ihat 
i<e^pect  ware  sdoii  abated  by  his  niiajesty'flF  deHariAg,  that 
}fb  was*  w4ttitig  w  Bpme  the  ^aeev  up<m  oMdiliM  tfa*t  half 
tte  smy  requfred  dht)aM  hft  rmttiedfatt^  ^M«  All  thai 
cx^lM  be  daise  Waa  to  dblkct  aiWon^  dfe  iherehatits,  tradeiis^ 
afid  others,  fifty  thousand  ctowti*}  bills  of  exehang^  WOf« 
dif^wft  upott  Attisterdam  and  Loikkm  i^  seveiltjr  thoaMmd* 
crowns,  and  hostages  were  giX'tiS  by  Wajf  of  8l«t!li4ty,  for- 
^  payitient  of  thifty  thowaad  mor^  wtthM  a  tiiAe  wliick 
wift'  agread  otiv  But  atUI,  ««xwtlhsitatidlMg  thtas,  tho  mififn^ 
^  exeeatlon  wa»  eommuod,  ev<^n  with  jt^eater  rigoor  liiatf 
before,  and  all  the  contfott  the  wiretched  liflmbi«afftei  eblM 
obtain  was,  that  t»  should  cease  wfaeoeveir  advice*  should  be 
reeeived  that  th^ir  billn  wtrt  ao<$ept^d« 

f  XVIIl.  The  kitlg  of  f^ftnfshl  h^  tried  seve^  tinea 
f6  bting  the  totnblned  arnty  tinder  ihe  priocea  Saxe  Hii- 
burghausenarid Soabiae to aifi  engagement ai|30n fah* groiiad ; 
b«t  finding  them  be«t  on  dteltfihig  it^  amwtthiitiliidSng  liie 
superiority  of  A«ir  nunAitfrci,  he  hiid  teeout^e  m  ol^  of 
tho^e  au^^t  m  war,  by  which  st^'geiiepalls  be^erseed  tfMi 
by  th«  gsinirrg  of^a  victory,  ife  iijad^  a  felnt^  soOH  itftet 
the  begiiiiting  of  October,  a;^  if  hd  inMid^  nothiifg  nidre' 
titeiti  eo  ti^mve  hia  owa  domMoiiflr,  atid  lAajhch  hi^  urmy^  tiiio 
ti4Ater  q^iar^ers  back  to  B^iK,  le«iVt%  ittarew^t  KeSthf 
wtdi  Of«^  seven  or  eight  ilioueaiid'  mm,  to  defend  betj^r^ 
Upoh  thi9  the  tmbmy  took  courage,  parsed  tlie  -Sidd,  $»A 
li^ving  ftiareh^d  op  to  dvd  elty,  aumwoii^d  tha  aiafeielMt  10 
surrender;  to  whieh  bo  aaawered,  that  the  kiifgv  Ma  toas- 
ter, h^  mtdefed  htiif  to  d^ttd  th^  phioetd  the  hist  extrem- 
ity, and  he  would  efeby  hii  ofcteMw  The  eae>iify  dim 
thoaght  of  beitegfiig:  die  eity :  btit^  btfore  ttey  codtd'pre* 
pate  any  one  iifiplooieait  fer  that  {Hirpp«&»  they  we#e  sdarm* 
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t^  ^  f^m  .wi|||)4\F^4^bab|e  Ug^u^^  tl^w  to  take  t^e  9^ep 
^y  jii^,  bad)  ^  j^cyioj^  fitd  tPFly^  prd^a,  cojfcc^d 
toge^r  ^1  his  ^d^il|9^  4^t9^s]i9i^|ta,  soiixe  of  which  were 
tweat}r  leagues  a^ftaoder,  andjoras^^v^^ii^g,  by*  Ipyag  oxarc^-; 
e«,  to  X^^ps^s; ;  uiw^jiPjUpe  ^  ^^icb.the  ^i^^emy:  r(^{»asa^4 
the  ^^* '  The  ,Prua^is|R  .aripy  was  reasaembled.  on  the 
i»vjdi^y-»eveAth,.A»f  OctobfJT,  ^ukI  ireiMia^d  at  Lup^ug  th^ 
4wc4ity«e]fj^{ai).d  tw^iiff-Difilb,^  wlie|i  every  body  expected 
a  h^de  wpidd  be.fou^^t  Ui  t^e  pbjias  of  X«Mt%eo.  Oo  th^ 
thirtieth,  the  kmgskpw  oigh  tp  that  .pylacf,  apd  ^n  the  thir* 
tgfr^tj  in  bis  wajy  through  We4«sQ|ifels  ^od  Mereabpurf^ 
be  m^^c  five  Jiundred  o»eii  priMw^s  of  war.  The  caciabi* 
|mk1  ar^y  had .  r^fiaased  tl^  S^  ^  We^seofdi^,  Af  ^^sf 
bourgy  and  iiaUe,  wh^e  tb«y  broken  ,do^»  the  bridges ;  but 
tbejse  )w»re  ;^oon  repair^,  and  tbe  whole  Prussism  ar^^^,^ 
ampunxing.to  »q  more  than  twentjr  thousand  ineni  having 
Iia«s«4  that  river,  t^Hgh  thes^  l^ow^s,  in  each  of  which 
l;^^y  left  a  battalion  ^oin^  regain  ^ui  the  third  of  Novem? 
Im^9  in  the  evepiiig,  over  against  Ah^  ^nej^y^  whose  forc;^ 
CQi>&iate4  9^  i'^fty  thousaiid  Frej^b^  a^d.tw^yrfiye  thou* 
Uiff^  Xmpejrij^ltck  Qn  the  fifths  about  njline  o'clock  in  the 
mornipgt  the  Fru^aians  received  inteUigence.  that  the  enemy 
were -.evjfi:y  sphere  in  motion*  They  Ul^ewise  beard  the 
d^rnuns  b^tiQg  the  march,  and,  ao  near  were  the  two  armies 
to  ^%c^  other,  p^nly  j>erceived  from  their  camp,  that  Uieir 
wbpie  iajfai^y,  which  had  4x9ym  ne^r  upon  the  rising 
grounds  oyer  .againfi^  themt  was  filing  off  towards  their 
rightt  No  certaifi  j^dgm^ent.  could,  however,  yet  be  formed 
of  .the  aijiemy's  resd  desigfi,  and  as  they  were  in  want  of 
bre^,^  waf  thought  probable  that  they  intended  to  repass 
thk  U^ii^rHt;  httt  it  waf  sMJ^«perceived  t^t  their  severa} 
mqtioni  w^e  xontradiictipry  fp  each  other.  At  the  same 
^e  that  some  of  thi^ir  infantry  were  filing  off  towards  their 
xigbtf^  A  large  body  of  cavalry  .wheeled  rouad  towards  their 
^ft^  directing  its  march  all  along  to  the  rising  grounds  with 
wl^ch  the  wt^ole  Prussian  cam|»i  that  lay  in  a  bottom  betweei^ 
the>  village  of  Ac^ierpw  and  Rosbach,  \yas  surrounded  within 
the  reafb  of  large  canncm*  Sioon  after  that  the  cavalry,  were 
seen  to  halt,  apd  afterward  to  fall  back  to  the  right ;  though 
some  of  them  stili  retMined  whe^e  they  were,. whilst  ^he 
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iT9t  manned  btck.  About  two  in  the  aftemooo  die  doubts 
of  the  Prussiahs  were  cleared  up;  it  pfanoly  appearing  dien 
that  the  enemy  intended  to  attack  tiiem,  and  that  th«ir  db-> 
positionft  were  made  with  a  view  to  surround  them,  and  to 
open  the  action  by  attacking  them  in  the  rear.  A  body  of 
reserve  was  posted  over  against  Rederow,  to  hill  upon  their 
roilted  troops,  in  case. they  should  be  defeated,  and  to  prt^- 
vent  their  retiring  to  Meresboufg,  the  only  retreat  whidi 
could  then  have  been  left  them.  In  this  situation  the  king 
of  Prussia  resolved  to  attack  them.  His  majesty  had  deter- 
mined to  make  the  attack  with  one  wing  only,  and  the  dis- 
position of  the  enemy  made  it  necessary  that  it  should  be  the 
left  wing. '  The  very  instant  the  battle  was  going  to  begm, 
bis  majesty  ordered  the  genend  who  commanded  the  right 
wing  to  decline  engaging,  to  take  a  proper  position  in  con- 
sequence thereof,  and,  abov^  all,  to  prevent  his  being  sur- 
ronnded*  All  the  cavidry  of  the  right  wing  of  die  Prus- 
sians, except  two  or  three  squadrons,  had  already  marched 
to  the  left  at'  full  gallop ;  and  being  arrived  at  the  place 
assigned  thenif  they  formed  over  against  that  of  the  enemy. 
They  then  moved  on  iiximediately,  the  enemy's  cavalry  a«t> 
vanced  to  meet  them,  and  the  charge  was  very  fierce,  several 
regiments  of  the  French  coming  on  with  great  resolution. 
The  advantage,  however,  was  entirely  on  the  side  of  die 
Prussians.  The  enemy's  cavalry  being  routed,  were  pur- 
sued for  a  considerable  time  with  great  spirit,  but  having 
afterwards  reached  an  eminence,-  which  gave  them  an  oppor- 
tunity of  rallying,  the  Prussian  cavalry  fell/  upon  them 
afresh,  and  gave  them  so  total  a  defeat  that  ihey  fled  in  the 
utmost  disorder.  This  happened  at  four  in  the  afternoon. 
Whilst  the  cavalry  of  the  Prussians  chai^d,  diehr  infantry 
opened.  The  enemy  canncmaded  them  briskly  during  this 
interval,  and  did  some  e^ecudon,  but  the  Prussian  ardllery 
was  not  idle.  After  this  cannonading  had  continued  on 
both  sides  a  full  quarter  of  an  hour,  without  the  least  inter- 
mission, the  0re  of  the  infantry  began«  '  The  enemy  couhdi 
not  stand  it,  nor  resist  the  vadour  of  the  Prussian  foot,  who 
gallantly  marched  up  to  their  batteries.  TTie  batteries  were 
carried  one  after  another,  and  the  enemy  were  forced  to 
^ive  way,  whieh  they  did  in  great  confusion.  As  the  left 
wing  of  the  Prussians  advanced,  the  right  changed  its  posi- 


tton,  fltnd^lMfving  soon  met  with  a  small  risihg  ground,  they 
availed  thetnselves  of  it,  by  planting  it  with  sixteen  pieces 
of  heavy  arttUcry.  The  fire  from  thence  was  partly  point- 
ed at  the -enemy^s  irigbt,  to  increase  the  disorder  there,  and 
took  their  left  wing  in  front,  which  was  excessively  galled 
thereby*  At  five  the  victory  was  decided,  the  cannonading 
ceased,  and  the  enemy  fled  on  all  sides.  They  were  pur- 
sued as  ^  long  as  there  was  any  light  to  distinguish  them, 
and  it  may  be  said,  that  night  alone  was  the  preservation 
of  this  army,  which  had  been  so  formidable  in  the  morning. 
TOiey  took  the  benefit  of  the  darkness  to  enter  into  Fty- 
burgh,  and  there  to  repass  the  Unstrut,  which  they  did  oa 
the  morning  of  the  sixth,  after  a  whole  night's  march.  The 
king  of  Prussia  set  out  early  in  the  morning  to  pursue  them 
with  all  his  cavalry,  supported  by  four  battalions  of  grena^- 
diers,  the'  infantry  following  them  in  two  eoltfmns.  The 
enemy  had  passed  the  Unstrut  at  Fryburgh,  when  the 
Phissians  arrived  on  its  banks,  and  as  they  had  burnt  the 
bridge,  it  became  necessary  to  make  another,  which,  how- 
ever, was  soon  done.  The  cavalry  passed  first,  but  could 
liot  come  up  with  the  enemy  till  five  in  the  evening,  upon 
the  bffls  of  Eckersberg.  It  was  then  tob  late  to  force  them 
diere,  for  which  reason*  the  king  thought  proper  to  canton 
his  army  in  the  nearest  vffiages,and  to  be  satisfied  with  the 
success  fans  hussars  had  in  taking  near  three  hundred  bag- 
gage wagons,  and  every  thing  they  contained.  The 'whole 
loss  of  the  Prussians,  in  this*  important  engagement,  did 
not  exc«ed  five  hundred  men  killed  and  wounded.  Among 
the  former  was  general  Meincke,  and  among  the  latter 
prince  Henry  >  and  general  Seydelitz*  The  enemy  lost 
sixty-four  pieces  of  cannon,  a  great  many  standards  and 
colours,  near  three  thousand  men  killed  on  the  field  of  bat- 
tie,  and  upwards  of  eight  thousand  taken  prisoners,  among 
whom  were  several  generals,  and  other  officers  of  distmc^ 
tion*  Three  hundred'  wagons  was  sent  to  Leipzig,  laden 
with  wounded  French  and  Swiss#  Upon  the  approach  of 
the  Prussians  towards  Eckerisberg,  the  enemy  retreated 
with  great  precipitation ;  and,  after  marching  all  night, 
arriveid  the  next  day  at  Erfurdi,  in  the  utmost  want  of  every 
necessary  of  life,  not  having  had  a  morsal  of  bread  for  two 
days,  during  which  they  had  been  obliged  to  live  upon  tur- 


n/6f^  ffpdiakcsf  4a4  <#«r.  root»,  wlikb  dney  d^ .i^  of  ^ 
caidi.  Tkt  fp^a^kf  UMler  the  diAe  de  BkbeUen^  were 
priqi9Hri«g  lo  90  inio  vintc^  qu^iters;.  but,  upqa  tbe  i^w^ 
of  ^ts  de£e«t  of  the  rfahinfd  iiritty,,t^y  i^gaio  put  them^ 
eelFes  in  amotion,  iu»4  aj^rge.deti^nqi^i&t  of  tbem  adYAnced 
^  ^  «e  Pttder»tiult)  to  fsuvour  the  retx»at  of  their  couatry-5 
iMa  tt^dMT  tbjB  prince  de  fik>ubi8e,  >vho,  with  great  precipi*-. 
tai^cyi  TOcl£  the  b«s^  of  their  way  froin  Erfurth  to  the 
county  of  Hoben^tiiB)  and  fnom  thence  bent  tb«ir  march 
tpv^ud^  Hatberstadi*  Of  the  remain«  of  the  Imperial 
arany,  nrhich  v^  now  alfno»t  entirely  disperse^,  whole 
bodice  desefudy  and  went  over  to  the  Jcji^  of  Piiudsia  soox^ 
aifter  this  habile* 

4  Xl^*  Whi}»t  his  Prnsaiao  majesty  was  tbuasu(;cess^^. 
fttl  against  the  fref^ch  aiid  {naperialists,  ti^e  A^s^ri^uiSy  wW 
liad  carefully  avoided  coojiing  to  ai^  open  engagement  with 
him,  ganged  growid  apace  in  Silesia.  A  detachment  of  their, 
armyt  iiodtr  (he  coionM»d  of  i»na^  NadAstiv  bad  already 
iny/esced  &ebweld«iitz,  ai^d  opened  jthe  ^|»ncjhes  before  it  on 
lbs  twenti'-si^  of  Oetobpr*  The  Prussian  garrison^  oom^ 
mwdcd  by  general  d®  la  Mo^.  Fouf^uet,  determine  ta 
defiesid  the  place  9s  long  ^as  possible ;  and  accoprdingly  ofk 
the  thinieth  they  madp  a  aaUy,  in  i|rhicfa  fh^f  i^iUed^ 
wmioded,  and  $Qok  prjbion^rs,  eigbt^^i^uU^ed  of  the  besiegers^ 
and  did  soaie  damage  to  th^  wi^rls^ ;  b^t  on  tl^e  sjbtth  of 
November  the  Anstria^is  l^gan  to  canncmade  t}xs  ^ity  fiuri- 
ottsjy^  ai^d  on  th^e  eleventh,  made  theiipbseliirips  ipast^s.9f  ih^ 
tm^ftA  by  jissanU.  1'he  g^f isicui»  hoiprevser*  haviitg  Xjfik^ 
Q9^t^  duriiEig  the  f  i^«  to  throwr  up  a  strong  intcefichment 
i#  the  marketplaf:e,  r^tiKua^ted  thiit^r,  and  held  ofi^  till  iha 
ipei^  d^y,  when  they  aurrendered  tbemselyes  pris<H»ecs  >af 
W»r,  Aftor  the  reduc^on  of  tbi^  place,  fgenstsl  Nadi^M^' 
leaving  in  it  a  sAjffici^t  garTjso9.t  marchfd  M^ith  t|;ie  vemaia- 
der  of  his  trooi^i  and  joined  the  mai^  army  of  |he  iVvA* 
Uians  under  the  comniaod  of  prince  Charges  of  Lorraine 
ai^  mar^schal  Dann,  ^ho  whilst  he  was  busied  in  the  s^ge 
oi,  .Scbnr^iduitz,  had  ii>ves,te4  ^reslau  on  the  le£t  of  thp» 
order;  ria*:  prince  pf  Severn  de^epding.  it  on  the  rightf 
where  he  w.a3  str^^)g^y  encamped,  wLth  his  luile  am^,  un- 
der the  cannon  <)f  the  city.  The  whole  army  9f  the  Aus- 
trians  being  npyv  reassembled,  and  intelligence  having  heen 


lieipsfg^,  but  also  tllat  he  wasr  «dYftMiB|f  to  ldl«  ruMif  of  t]|« 
prinice  of  Bevferh,  it  was  resolved^  HiMii«dfate^f  to  ifMcrk  the  k 
fest  in  Iris  itrfretcAmeirts.  A^otdingl^,  en  liktt  tWM^* 
second  hf  November,  about  nine  in  the  i]i0rtthfgf,llii^  Aw^ 
>eii>ans  bib|;a«ri^  ftiosffurioQ^  discbaiffe  of  dte^c«Mld#,  iintf 
^f  whieh  vp^e  t#eflftJ^^feur  p^tHkriel-s,  Md  dris  eontiiioed^  ' 
ititbbttt  ceasiftg  lift'  otie^  'wbeil  It  #as  smcGesAe^  by  a  seveti^ 
fire  of  (beir  smait  amNiS',  wllicbls»tcd  titt  frre  itt  th#  eTtitklg'.^ 
The  Prassiailsy  with  imdaftMed  re tohiti«i»^  stMidf  «lri>  of  tf»e 
ilio^  vk^At  acfaelts  diat  wei»e  evev  ttiai«i  bdt  aft  the  thfa^^ 
•e#^r^9wered  by  iKiittbe#»,  acicl  as^aMed  ma  baib  fides,  thejr 
begaa  do  lose  ground,  and  were  forced  to  rehire  firoin  otie 
mtretteimafefrt  to  aiiother.     Id  tbb  entteiftity,  flight  comlttg'  , 

M*,  the  iPrusskn  generals  fearing  their  iiatrettebaiiaits  irould 
be  entirely  forced,  and  tbat  they  should  l^n  b^  tetayy- 
^feirted,  tbottght  proper  to  retreat*  The  prittae  of  Aeirern,' 
^i^th  dio  greaiest  pan  of  the  army,  retiftd  to  an  e^iinenee 
<m  the  banfai  of  the  Oder,  whilst  the  rest  of  the  troc^ 
threw  themselves  into  BueslaMi,  which  they  night  have 
defebdeil,  in  aM  probabtUly,  till  the  king  had  come  to  its 
j^liefi  But,  on  the  twet»ty*lourth,  th^ir  eomaoander  in 
chief,  the  prince  of  Bevern,  going  to  reconnoitre  the  eneiisy, 
with  only  a  single  groom  to  attend  hka,  fell  in  among  a 
party  of  Croats,  who  took  him  prisoner.^  His  army,  tbuft 
depin%'ed  of  their  general,  retreated  nordiward  that  night, 
leaving  in  Breslau  only  four  battalions,  who,  the  next  day 
surrendered  the  place  by  capitolsition,  one  of  the  articles  of 
whieh  was,  that  d^ey  should  not  serve  against  the  empress, 
Or  her  sallies,  for  two  years*  All  the  magaztnesf  chests, 
artillery,  Sec.  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  Austrians.  The 

« 

b  We  are  tokt,  that  he  iBi«took4he»e  Grouts  lor  Prossnm  hussftrs.  But  some  v 
of  11)9  oircumstaiices  of  this  myfiterious  affkii,*  vera  interpreted  into  a  prcineditifc> 
ted  design  in  the  prince  to  be  taken  prisoner.    It  cannot  other\iise  be  supposed 
tluit  a  man  of  his  ranks  &  prince^  a  oomnmnder  m  chief,  siiould  oflieioculy  uiidei*-  , 
take  the  always  dangerous  tasit  of  reconnoitring  the  enemy  ^vith  so  slight  an  at- 
tetidanee  iS8  only  one  man,  and- that  but  a  groom,  even  if  he  had  judged  H 
necessary  to ,  see  things  with  hia  own  eyes,    ^me  secret  difisatis&ction,  hitheilo 
unknown  to  us,  may  possibly  have  been  the  cause  of  his  taking  this  step  t  or*, 
srhklL  scCfmt  StU}  hiore  prOMble,  he  might  be  ashamed,  or*  perhaps,'  even  afraid, 
to  see  the  king  bis  master,  after  having  so  injudiciousiy  abandooed  the  de-fence  of* 
nrcslau,  by  quitting  his  lines,  whieh  it  is  asserted,   his  Prussian  majesty  had  sent 
hijn  express  orders  not  to  (|uit  on  any  account  whatever,  for  that  ne  woukl  cer- 
tainly be  '<rith  ilm  by  tlJie  S^tlt  of  December,  iia  v*  hu"h  we  ^all  find  he  kept  bil 
%orC-     .-•#'' 


^gH  ttMTOllT  mt  EKtiLANO^  ffsT. 


out  widi  aU  military  hcmourat  ccmdocted 
by  generd  Lcswiu^  governor  of  Bresktu  Though  the 
AmtriMM  tuag  TV  i)MMi  for  this  victor},  they  own^  that 
such  another  womU  put  an  end  to  their  anoy;  for  it  cost 
them  the  Uvea  of  twelve  thouaaod  men ;  ^  number  almqat 
equal  to  the  .whok  of  the  Prussian  army  before  the  battle. 
They  had  four  almost  inaccessible  intrmchmeou  to  force« 
phmted  thick  with  cannon,  which  -fired  cartridge  shot  from 
nine  in  the  morning  till. the  evenii^  and  the  Prussians, 
when  attacked,  were  never  once  put  into  the  least  confu- 
sion* Among  the  slain,  on  the  side  of  the  Au^ians,  were 
general  Wurbea,  and  seversl  other  oficers  of  distinction* 
The  loss  of  the  Prussians  did  not  much  exceed  three  thou- 
sand men,  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners,  of  which  last 
there  were  about  sixteen  hundred*  Their  general  Kleist 
was  found  dead  gn  the  field  of  battle. 

$  XX.  The  king  of  Prussia,  who  like  Cssar,  thought 
nothing  was  done  while  any  thing  was  left  undone,  stayed 
no  longer  at  Rosbach  than  till  the  routed  forces  of  the 
French  and  Imperialists,  whom  he  had  defeated  there  on 
the  fifth  of  November,  were  totally  .dispersed.  Then  he 
marched  directly  with  the  greatest  part  of  his  army  for 
Silesia,  and  on  the  twenty*fourth  of  that  month  arrived  at 

.  Naumbecg  on  the  Queiss,  a  little  river  which  runs  into  the 
Bobber,  having  in  his  route  detached  mareschal  Keith,  with 
the  i)sst  of  his  army,  to  clear  Saxony  from  all  the  Austrian 
parties,  and  then  to  make  an  irruption  into  Bohemia,  a  service 
which  he  perf(^rmed  so  effectually,  as  to  raise  large  contribu- 
tions in  the  circles  of  Satz  and  Leitmeritz,  and  even  to  give 
an  alarm  to  Prague  itself*  .  His  majesty  reserved  for  himself 
only  fifteen  thousand  men,  with  whom  he  advanced,  with 
his  usual  rapidity,  to  Barcbwitz,  where,  notwithstanding 

,  all  that  bad  happened  at  Schweidnitzand  at  Breslau,  he  was 
joined  by  twenty-four  thousand  more ;  part  of  them  troops 
which  he  had  ordered  from  Saxony,  part  the  remains  of  the 
army  lately  commanded  by  the  prince  of  Bevem,  and  part 
the  late  garrison  of  Schweidnitz,  which  had  found  means 
to  escape  from  the  Austrians,  and  accidentally  joined  their 
king  upon  his  niarch*^     With  this  force,  though  greatly 

'"  c  Whilst  the  Austriup.R  ^vcfc  conducting  tHcm  to  pfiaoiii  on  tlieir  route  thef 
,«hancc(l  to  hear  oi  thi:  vii-iory  their  master  bmt  gaintU.  at  Roeb^k.    Aniomtea 
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inferior  in  ntimbcr  to  that  of  the  enemy",  b^  resfllrfA.tf^  at*' 

tack  the  Austrtah&,   who  were  intrenched  al  Litsa   near 

Bredau.     On  the  fourth  of  December  he  seia&ed  upon  ifaeir 

orenis  at  Neumarck,  and  upon  a  cbosidetiabie  magazine ; 

guarded  by  two  regiments  of  Croats^  who  retited  ta  a  rim^ 

ground,  where  Ms  majesty  ordered  bis  husaavs  to  aiirr«mnd 

them,  and  send  a  trumpet  to  summon  tibem  to  smrrenjtcr 

themselves  prisoners  of  war.     Upmi  their,  relbsal^  the  hiM* 

ears  of  Ztthen  fell  upon  them  ssdbre  in  hand^  a«d  .soaae 

hundreds  of  them  having  been  cut  in  pieces^  ^m  iMI  tkrfun 

down  their  arms,    begging  for  quarter  on   dbeur    knne«» 

After  this  seizure,  and  after  having  distribuCed  ta  his  army 

the  bread  prepared  for  his  enemies,  he  began  again  <ih^ 

next  morning  his  march  towards  Lissa.     Genend  ZithMi, 

who  led  the  vanguard  of  light  horse.^  about  seven  iii   the 

morning  fetl  in  with  a  body  of  Austrian  bnsaars,  midthreiP 

regiments  of  Saxon  dragoons^  which  were  the  veiy  heat 

cavalry  the  ^temy  had  left  after  the  battle  of  the  twen^^^ 

second;     They  had  been  detached  by  the  Austriant,  i» 

order  to  retard  the  king's  march,  and  to  cdficefld  th^r  own, 

till  their  batteries  shouM  he  completed,  for,  as  ^y  liehl 

the  small  number  of  the  Prussians  in  contiempt^  their  imtn* 

tion  was  to  have  met  the  king  two  German  m^tm  ftom  thdr 

intrenchmeists.     The  Austrian  cavalry  having  been  vigor* 

ously  repulsed  to  a  considerabk  di9tance,  generfd  Zitihen 

perceived  that  their  whole  atmy  was  forming.     He  iimne? 

diately  acquainted  the  king  with  what  he  had  cUseov^^ 

and  his  majesty,  after  having  himself  observed  the  dtapoai-^ 

tion  of  the  enemy,  made  bis  own  with  (lint  aagaeity  and 

despatch  for  which  he  has  always  heed  remarfeaUe*     The 

action  began,  by  attacking  a  battery  of  fei^  piecee  of  larg^ 

cannon,  which  covered  the  right  wifig^  tbeei»my«    The 

two  battalions  of  guards,  with  the  regiments  <^f  the  Mar* 

grave  Charles  and  of  Itzenjditz^  marched  up^  amidst  a 

hy'ihete  ^ing9,  tbcj  unaiumousljr  rose  uiwn  the  eseort  Ihatgiiaixled  theai»  which 
hftppening  not  tH  he  verv  Strang,  they  entirely  diapened.  'f  hus  fi*eed,  they  inarched 
on,  not  very  certain  of  their  way,  in  hopes  ta  rejoin  some  oorpt  of  Ih'o  Pn««MHi 
troo)ifl,  their  countiymen.  The  same  fortune  which  freed  them  led  them  direetly 
to  the  army  commanded  hy  the  khg  himself,  which  was  hafiiteniitg  to  theip  relief, 
as  well  as  to  that  of  the  prince  of  Bevern.  This  unexpected  meeting  was  equaUy 
pleasing  to  both,  the  prisoners  not  having  heard  any  thing  of  his  majesty's  maiHsh  ; 
SmU  at  the  mn^  time,  thi»  Iqek^r  ineident,  whilst  it  added  a  oOnflHlerahle  stress^ 
to  the  army,  added  likewise  to  its  confidence,  for  the  slightest  oceurreoce  ii  ^on- 
fitrtied  into  an  omen  hy  an  army  a(  Uie  eve  of  an  engagement. 
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flHMt  terrible  fitc^  to  die  Tcrjr  mouths  of  the  caimon,  widk 
their  bayonets  screwed.  In  this  attack  die  Prussians  sus-* 
taiaed  the  greatest  kM,  though  the  battery  was  carried  as  , 
soon  ahnost  as  diey  could  reach  it :  then  die  enemy's  ardl» 
lery  now  tamed  against  tbemselTes,  pbyed  fnrionsly  upon 
them  wkh  their  own  powder.  From  that  instant  the  two 
wings  and  the  centre  of  the  Pmssians  continued  to  drive 
the  enemy  before  them,  advancing  aH  the  time  with  that 
firm  and  regubir  pace  for  which  they  have  always  been 
renowned,  without  ever  halting  or  giving  way.  The  ground 
which  the  Austtians  occupied  was  very  advantageous,  and 
every  circumstance  that  could  render  it  more  so  had  been 
nnproved  to  the  utmost  by  the  diligence  Bead  skiQ  of  count 
DsNin,  who,  remembering  his  former  success,  was  embol- 
dened- to  enter  the  lists  again  with  his  royal  antagonist. 
The  Prussians,  however,  no  way  terrified  by  the  enemy's 
Situation,  nor  their  numbers,  went  calmly  and  dreadfully 
forward.  It  was  almost  impossible,  in  the  beginning,  for 
die  Prussian  cavalry  to  act,  on  account  of  the  impediments 
of  fallen  trees,  which  the  enemy  had  cut  down  and  laid  in 
the  field  of  battle,  to  retard  their  approach ;  but  a  judicious 
disposition  which  the'^king  made  overcame  that  disadvan* 
tage.  When  he  first  formed  his  army,  he  had  placed  four 
battalions  behind  the  cavalry  of  his  right  wing,  foreseeing 
that  general  Nadasti,  who  was  placed  with  a  corps  of 
reserve  on  the  enemy's  left,  designed  to  take  him  in  flank. 
It  happened  as  he  had  foreseen,  this  general's  horse  attacked 
die  king^s  right  wing  with  great  fury  :  but  he  was-  received 
with  so  severe  a  fire  from  the  four  battalions,  that  he  was 
obliged  to  retire  in  di^rder.  The  enemy  gave  way  on  all 
aides ;  but  at  some  distance  recovered  themselves,  and  ml-- 
Ifcd  thfee  times,  aniniated  by  their  officers,  and  by  the  sup^*- 
riority  of  their  number^if  Every  tim«  they  made  a  stand, 
the  Prussians  attacked  them  with  redoubled  vigour,  and 
with  succesaf  equal  to  their  bravery,  ^owards  night,  the 
enemy,  still  retreating,  fdl  into  disorder.  Their  two  wings 
fled  in  confusion  j  one  of  them,  closely  pressed  by  the 
king,  retired  towards  Breslau,  and  took  shelter  under 
the  cannon  of  that  city ;  the  other  pursued  by  the  greatest 
part  of  the  light  cavalry,  took  their  fligiit  towards  Canth  and 
^chweidnitz.     Six  thousand  Austrians  fell  in  this  engage- 


Hieot,  aacl'the  Pifussian^)  who  had  only  fhre  hundrid  men 
killed,  and  two  thousaod  three  hundred  wounded^  made 
upwards  of  ten  thousand  of  the  enemy  prisoners,  ^  among 
iirho^  were  two  hundred  and  ntnety^one  officers.  They 
took  also,  a  hundred  and  sixteen  cannon,  fifty-one  colours 
^nd  standards,,  and'  four  thousand  wagons  of  ammunition 
und  baggage.  The  consequences  that  followed  this  yietory 
.decided  its  importance,  Euture  ages  will  read  With  aston- 
ishment, that  the  same  prince,  who  but  a  few  mond)s  before 
aeemed  oa  the  verge  of  inevitable  ruin,  merely  by  the  dint 
of  his  own  abilities,  without  the  assistance  of  any  friend 
whalever,  with  troops  perpetually  harassed  by  long  and 
l^nful  marches,  and  by  continual  skirmishes  and  batdes, 
not  only  retrieved  his  affairs,  which  almost  every  one,  ex- 
cept himself^  thought  past  redress ;  but,  in  the  midst  of 
wint^,  in  countries  where  it  was  judged  next  to  impossible 
for  any  troops  to  keep  the  field  at  that  season,  conquered 
the  united  force, of  France,  ^id  the  empire  at  Rosbach,  on 
the  fifth  of  November ;  and  on  the  same  day  of  the  very 
next  nionth,  with  a  great  part  of  the  same  army,  was  at 
Li*^ssa,  where  he  again  triumphed  over  all  the  powers  of 
tluB  hooae  of  Austria*  Pursuing  his  advantage  he  imme* 
diately  invested  Breslau,  and  within  two  days  after  this 
l^eat  victory  every  thing  was  in  readiness  to  besiege  it  in 
form.  His  ttoops,  flushed  with  success,  wene  at  first  for 
storming  it,  but  the  king,  knowing  the  strength  of  the  gar- 
rison, which  consisted  of  upwards  of  thirteen  thousand 
men^  and  considering  both  jthe  fatigues  which  his  own  sol- 
diers had  lately  undergone,  and  the  fatal  consequences  that 
^might  ensue,  should  diey  fail  of  success  in  this  attempt, 
ordered  the  approaches  to  be  carried  on  in  the  usual,  form. 
'His  >  cbmnoands  were  obeyed,  and  >Breriau  surrendered  to 
.him  on  the  twentieth  of  December  in  the  morning.  Hie 
garrisc^,  of' which  ten^ttiousand  bore  arms,  and  betweeli 
three  and  four  thousand  lay  sick  or  wounded,  wete  made 
prisoners  of  >  war.  Fourteen  of  these  prisoners  were  offi- 
cers of^Jiigh  rank.  The  military  chest,  a  vastytreasure, 
with  eighty  pieces  of  cannon,  fell  into  the  hand^  of  the 
victors,  Mtho  lost  only  about  twenty  n;ieri  in  their  appfroaches. 
During  the  siege,  a  magazine  of  powder  was  set  oii  fire  by 
a  bomb,  which  occasioned  great  confusion  arhQiig  UVq  be- 
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•kg«<i^  ottd  dnnflg^  one  vt  the  bastions*  The  9^amg 
fortress  of  &hweidnitz  stiil  remained  in  the  e|iemy's  poo- 
setskm,  dciFcoded  by  a  garrison  so  numerotts,  that  it  might 
be  eompared  to  a  emaU  army,  and  whilst  that  continuad  so, 
the  Icing  of  iPrbasia^  victories  in  Silesia  were  of  no  deci- 
sive effect.  For  this  reason,  though  it  was  now  the  dead 
of  winter,  and  the  soldiers  stood  in  need  of  repose,  his 
majesty  reserved,  if  possible,  to  become  master  of  that 
place  before  the  end  of  the  year;  but  as  a  close  siege  was 
impracticable,  a  blockade  was  formed,  as  strictly  as  the 
rigour  of  the  season  would  permit.^  It  was  not,  however, 
tiU  the  beginmng  of  the  ensuing  campaign  that  this  place 
was  taken.  The  Prussians  opened  their  trenches  before  k 
on  the  third  of  April,  one-  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
fifty*eight,  and  erected  two  large  batten^,  which  kept  a 
coocinuai  fire  upon  the  town.  The  artillery  of  the  b<;siegerB 
consisted  of  three  hundred  pieces  of  cannon,  o£  cUfferest 
dimensions,  and  eighty  mortars.;  an  amazing  antillery,  and 
sudi  as  we  have  never  heard  of  in  former  campaigns.  On 
the  night  of  the  fourteendi,  the  Prussians  carried  one  of 
the  chief  works  by  assault,  and  lodged  themselves  therein : 
the  commandant  capitulated  the  next  day,  with  the  garrison, 
which  was  now  greatly  reduced  in  number,  being  not  half  of 
what  it  amounted  to  at  the  beginning  of  the  Uodkade. 
Hios,  all  the  parts  of  Silesia,  which  the  king  of  Prussin 
bad  lost  hy  one  unfortunate  blow,  fell  again  into  his  pos- 
session ;  and  his  affairs,  which  but  a  few  months  beJFore 
seemed  bretrievable,  were  now  reestabliafaed  upon  a  firqser 
hasis  than  ever.  The  Prussian  .parties  not  only  reposses- 
sed themselves  of  those  parts  of  Siksia  which  belonged  to 
their  king,  but  penetrated  into  the  Austrian  division,  redu- 
cedi  Jagemdorf,  Troppau,  Tretchea,  and  several  other 
{daces,  and  left  the  empress  queen  scarce  any  footing  in 
that  eountiy,  in  which,  a  few  days  befort,  ishe  r^koned 
her  dominion  perfectly  established. 

$  XXI.  The  Swedes,  a£ter  many  debates  between  their 
king  aiul  isdnate,  had  at  length  resolved  upon  an  open  dec- 

4  SimH  VM  the  .risour  of  the  aeftson^^that  some  hundreds  of  the  sentinels 
dropped  down  dead  On  their  several  posts^  unable  to  sustain  the  severitj  of  the 
c(^d.  I'he  Germans  lie  under  the  ^neFarre|>roach  of  pacing  vei^  liUle  regard 
to- the  Uvea  of  their  addiera,  and  indeed  this  practice  of  winter  campaigns,  in 
such  «  ciM  totttttigr,  beapesks  ver^  littl^Tegard  to  the  dietates  0f  iMUiNkm^. 
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bsatioa  against  the  king  of  Prussia,  and,  in  consequence  of 
that  rciBK>luti0ii,  sent  so  many  troops  into  Ptfmerania,  that 
b}r  tbe  end  of  Augnst,  their  army  in  that  country  amounted 
to  twenty-five  thousand  men.  Their  first  act  of  hostility 
was  the  seizure  of  Anclam  and  Demmin,  two  towns  that 
lay  in  the  way  to  Stetin,  against  which  their  principal  design 
was  levelled^  But  before  they  proceeded  farther,  general 
Hampton,  theii:  commander,  by  way  of  justifying  the  con* 
duct  of  his  master,  published  a  declaration,  setting  forth. 
That  the  king  of  Sweden,  as  a  guarantee  of  the  treaty  of 
Westphalia,  could  not  help  sending  his  troops  into  the  upper 
part  of  the  dutchy  of  Pomerania  belonging  to  the  king  of 
^^  Prttssia ;  and  that,  therefore,  all  the  officers  appointed  to 
'^  receive  the  public  revenue  in  thatxountry  must  pay  what 
*^  money  liiey  had  in  their  hands  to  him,  who  was  commis- 
^*  siooed  to  receive  it  for  his  Swedish  majesty :  that,  moreover, 
**  an  exact  account  was  required,  within  eight  days,  of  the 
^^ revenues  of  the  country;  but  that  no  more  than  ordinary 
'^  contributions  would  be  demanded  of  the  inhabitants,  who 
^^  might  rest  assured  that  the  Swedish  troops  should  observe 
^^  the  strictest  discipline."  After  this  declaration,  they  attack- 
ed*  the  little  fortress  of  Penemunde,  upon  the  river  Pene, 
and  en  the  twenty-third  of  September,  after  a  siege  of  nine 
di^,  obliged  the  garrison,  which  consisted  only  of  militia, 
to  surrender  themselves  prisoners  of  war.  This  alternative 
the  commanding  officer  chose,  rather  than  engage  not  to 
serve  for  two  years,  observing,  that  such  an  engagement 
wt|s  inconsistent  with  his  honour,  whilst  his  prince  had  so 
much  occasion  for  his  s^vice ;  and  the  Swedish  general, 
touched  with  this  noble  way  of  thinking,  was,  on  his  part, 
jso  generous  as  to  give  him  his  liberty.  On  the  other  hanil, 
general  Manteuffel,  who  commanded  the  Prussian  forces 
iben  in  Pomerania,  amounting  to  twelve  thousand  men,  with 
wliom  he  was  encamped  before  Stetin  to  cover  that  place, 
published  in  answer  to  this  a  declaration,  enjoining  the 
it^abitants  of  Pomerania  to  remain  faithful  to  the  king  of 
Pruseia,  Iheir  lawful  sovereign,  under  pain  of  incurring  his 
^utst  indignation,  and  absolutely  forbidding  them  to  pay  any 
fegard  to  the  Swedish  naanifesto. 

$  XXII«  In  the  mean  time,  mareschal  Lehw^d,  imme* 
dialely^afier  the  battle  of  Norkitten,  when  tite   Russians 
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began  their  retreat,  detached  prince  George  of  Hobteiii 
Gottorp,  with  a  considerable  body  of  forces,  to  the  relief  of 
Pomeraniu ;  and,  shortly  after,  the  Russian  forces  having 
totally  evacuated  every  part  of  Prussia,  except  Memel  and 
most  of  them  being  actually  gone  into  winter  quarters,  he 
himself  followed  with  ai^  additional  reinforcement  of  sixteen 
thousand  men.  Upon  his  approach,  the  Swedes,' who  lyere 
then  encamped  at  FcrdinandshoiT,  and  had  begun  to  fill  up 
the  harbour  of  Svvinnemund.e  by  way  of  previous  prepara- 
tion for  the  siege  of  Stetin,  retired  with  such  pi*ecipitation, 
that  they  did  not  allow  themselves  time  to  draw  off  a  little 
garrison  they  had  at  WoUin,  consisting  of  two  hundred  and 
ten  men,  who  were  mad^e  prisoners  of  war.  Deihmin  was 
cannonaded  by  the  Prussians  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  Decem- 
ber ;  and  the  Swedes  having  lost  one  officer  and  forty  men, 
desired  to  capitulate.  As,  in  order  to  ease  the  troops,  it 
was  not  thought  proper  to  continue  the  siege  in  so  sharp  a 
season,  their  request  was  granted,  and  they  had  leave  to 
retire  with  two  pieces  of  cannon.  The  Prussians  took 
possession  of  the  town  on  the  second  day  of  Januaiy,  after 
the  Swedes  had,  on  the  thirtieth  of  December,  likewise  given 
up  Anclam,  where  the  conquerors  took  a  hundred  aaxl 
fifty  prisoners,  and  found  a  considerable  magazine  of  provi- 
sions and  ammunition.  Mareschal  Lehwald,  then  passed 
the  Pene,  entered  Swedish  Pomerania,  and  reduced  Gutz- 
kow,  Loitz,  Tripsus,  and  Nebriogen.  At  the  same  time, 
lieutenant  general  Schorlemmer  passed  with  his  corps  from 
the  isle  of  Wollin  into  the  isle  of  Usedom,  and  from  thence 
to  Wolgast,  the  Swedes  having  abandoned  the  town,  as  well 
as  Schwinemunde,  and  the  fort  of  Penemunde.  The  prince 
of  Hols^ein  advanced  as  far  as  Grimm  and  Grieilswalde, 
and  the  S^vedes,  losing  one  town  after  another,  till  they 
had  nothing  left  in  Pomerania  but  the  port  of  Stralsund, 
continued  retreating  till  they  had  reached  this  last  place. 
The  French  party  in  Sweden  to  comfort  the  people,  called 
this  retreat,  or  rather  flight,  going  into  winter  quarters. 
The  Prussian  hussars  were  not  idle  wherever  they  pene- 
trated ;  for,  besides  plundering  and  pillaging,  they  raised  a 
contribution  of  a  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  crowns  in 
Swedish  Pomerania.  The  Metklenburghers,  who  had 
joined  the  S^redes  with  six  thousand  of  their  troops,  now 
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(ound  cau^e  to  repeot  of  their  forwardness,  being  left  quite 
exposed  to  th^.  resentment  of  their  victors,  who  chastised 
them  with  the  most  severe  exactions.  The  army  of  the 
Swedes,  though  they  did  not  fight  a  battle,  was,  by  sickness; 
desertion,  and  other  acciderits,  reduced  to  half  the  number 
it  consisted  of  when  they  took  the  ficlsjd.  The  landgrave  of 
Hesse  Cassel,  soon  after  his  territories  were  invaded  by  the 
French,  in  consequence  of  their  advantage  in  the  ^fiair  of 
JHastenbeck,  had  applied  to  the  king  of  Sweden,  as  one  of 
the  guarantees  of  the  treaty  of  Westphalia,  desiring  him  to 
employ  his  good  offices  with  the  court  of  France,  to  obtain 
a  more  favourable  treatment  for  his  dominions :  but  his 
Swedish  majesty,  by  the  advice  of  the  senate,  thought  proper 
to  refuse  complying  with  this  request,  alleging,  th^  as  the 
crown  of  Sweden  was  one  of  the  principal  guarslnlees  of  the 
treaty  of  Westphalia,  it  would  he  highly  improper  to  take 
such  a  step,  in  favour  of  a  prince  who  had  not  only  broke  the 
laws  and  constitutions  of  the  empire^  in  refusing  to  fiimish 
his  contingent,  but  had  even  assisted,  with  his  troops,  a 
power  known  to  be  its  declared  anemy.  The  aulic  coun- 
cil too,  seeing,  or  pretending  to  see,  the  behaviour  of  ^tht 
landgrave  in  the  same  light,  issued  a  decree.  agOfinut  hi^ 
gerene  highness  towards  the  end  of  this  year*  •♦  >-  y  ;^* 

$  XXIII.  The  court  of  Great  Britain,  justly  disploised 
with  the  Dutch,  on  account  of  the  extreme  fetiKty  with 
which  they  had  granted  the  French  a  free  passage  thrmigh 
Namur  and  Maestrioht  for  their  provisions,  amfmtmition, 
and  artillery,  in  the  b^inning>of  t^is  campaign,  shad  very 
properly  remonstrated  against  that  step,  before  it  was  abso- 
lutely resolved  on,  or  at  least  declared  to  be  so;  but  in 
vain ;  a  pusillanimoas  answer  being  all  the  satisfaction  that 
was  obtained*  The  tameness  and  kidifference  with  which 
the  states  general  had  sinc^  seen  Ostend  and  Nieuport  put 
into  the  hands  of  the  French,  drew  upon -their  high,  mighti- 
nesses a  farther  remonstrance,  which  was  delivered  to  them 
on  the  twenty-eighth  of  November  of  this  year  by  colonel 
.  York,  his 'Britannic  majesty's  plenipotentiarj^  at  the  Hague, 
in  the  foUbwing  terms,  well  calculated  to  awaken  in  them 
a^due  sense  of  dteir  own  dttnger,  as  well  as  to  evince  the 
injustice  of  the  proceedings  of  the  house  of  Austria: — 
•'  Considering  the  critical  situation  which  Europe  has  been 
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^iadnriagthe  coimc  of  dikjrcar,  in  conscqoence  of  mea- 
^  Mircs  concerted  to  embroil  all  Europe,  the  king  of  Greil 
^  Bntain  was  williog  to  flatter  himself  thai  the  courts  of 
**  Viemia  and  VenaiUes,  out  of  regard  to  the  circumspect 
^  conduct  observed  by  your  hi^migfatiDesaes,  would  have  at 
^  least  infiormed  you  of  the  changes  they  have  thou^t  proper 
^  to  make  in  the  Austrian  Netherlands.  It  was  with  the 
^  utmost  surprise  the  king  heard,  that  without  any  previous 
^  consent  of  yonr's,  and  almost  without  giving  you  any  notice, 
^  the  court  of  Vienna  had  thought  proper  to  put  the  towns  of 
^  Ostend  and  Nieoport  into  the  hands  of  the  French  troops, 
^  and  to  withdraw  her  own,  as  well  as  her  artillery  and  stores, 
*^  whilst  France  continues  to  send  thither  a  formidable  quaii* 
^  titv  of  both.  The  conduct  of  the  court  of  Vienna  towards 
^  his  majesty  is  indeed  so  unmerited  and  so  extraordinary, 
^  that  it  is  dilScult  to  find  wonis  to  express  it :  but  whatever 
^  fallacious  pretexts  she  may  have  made  use  of  to  palliate 
^  her  behaviour  towards  England,  it  does  not  appear  that  they 
^  can  be  extended  so  far  as  to  excuse  the  infrtngement,  in 
*^  concert  with  France,  of  the  most  solemn  treaties  between 
*^  her  and  your  high  mightinesses*  The  king  never  doubted 
^^  that  your  hig^  mightinessess  woidd  have  made  proper 
^  representations  to  the  two  courts  newly  allied,  to  demon* 
^  strate  the  injustice  of  such  a  proceeding,  and  the  danger 
^  that  mig^  afterwards  resuh  from  it.  Your  high  mightines- 
^  ses  will  have  perceived  that  your  silence  on  the  first  step 
^*  encouraged  the  two  courts,  newly  allied,  to  attempt  others ; 
^^  and  who  can  say  where  they  will  stop  I  the  pretext  at  first 
^*  was,  the  need  which  the  empress  queen  stood  in  of  the 
^  troops  for  the  war  kindled  in  the  empire,  and  the  necessity 
^^  of  providing  for  the  safety  of  those  important  places,  and 
^  afterwards  of  their  imaginairy  danger  from  Epgland.  Bot, 
**  high  and  mighty  lords,  it  is  but  too  evident  that  the  two 
^  powers,  who  have  taken  these  measures  in  concert,  have 
**  other  projects  in  view,  and  have  nUade  new  rtguiations  wkh 
^  regard  to  that  country,  which  cannot  but  alarm  the  neigh" 
*^  bouring  states*  The  late  demand  made  to  your  high  migh- 
^^  tinesses,  of  a  passage  for  a  large  train  of  warlike  implements 
^^  through  some  of  the  barrier  towns,  in  order  to  be  sent  to 
*^  Ostend  and  Nieuport,  could  not  fail  to  awaken  the  king's 
^^  attention.  The  sincere  friendshipi^  and  parity  of  interests  of 


"  Great  Britain  and  Holland,  require  that  ibcj^  slHKiid  no 
^'  longer  keep  syence^  lest,  in  the  jsaue,  it  should  be  Goa$l-  . 
^^  dered  as  a  tacit  consent,  and  as  a  relinquishment  of  all  our 
*Srights.  The  king  commaAds  ine,  therefore  to  recal  to  your 
*'^  high  mightinesses  the  twofold  ri|phl^y<Hi  have  aequired  to 
^  keep  the  Austrian  Netherlands  aader  the  govemmeat  of 
^^  the  house  of  Austria;  and  that  no  oAer  has  a  tiUe  tomaike 
^^  the  least  alteration  Uierein,  without  the  consent  o|.your 
^^  high  mightinesses ;  unless  the  new  allies  have  reaolved  to 
*^  set  aside  all  prior  treaties,  and  to  dispose  at  pleasure  of 
*^^  every  things  that  may  suit  their  private  interest*  In  the* 
^'  treaty  between  your  high  mightineases  and  the.  crown  of 
^France,  signed  at  Utrecht,  on^be  ele,ve]i|h  of  April,  one 
*''  thousand  ^ven  hundred  and  thirteen^  in  the  fifteeaih  arti-* 
^^  cle,  are  these  words :  ^  It  is  also  agreed,  that  no  pfovijace, 
^'  for^  town,  or  city  of  the  said  Netherlands^  or  of  -those 
*'  which  are  given  dp  by  hia  catholic  >inaje;»ty,  shall  evef 
^*  be  ceded,  transferred,  or  given,  or  shall  ever.devolve,  to 
^*  t:he  crown  of  France,  or  any  prince  or.  princeas  of  the 
**  bouse  or  line  of  France^  either  6y  virMie  of  any  gift,  ex* 
**  change,  marriage  contract,  succession  by  will,  or  by  any 
^'  other  title  whatever,  to  the  power  and  authority,  of  the 
^^  most  christian  king,  or  of  a;iy  prince  or  prinoess  of  the 
^  house  or  line  of  France,'  In  the  barrier  treaty  theaever]^ 
f'  atipulatioBS  are  repeated  in  the  first  .article :-.  ^  His  Impe- 
*^  rial  and  catholic  majesty  promises,  and  engages,,  that  no 
pjrovinca,  city,  town,  fortress,  or  teir^^ory  of  tiie  ^s^ 
country,  shall  be  ceded,  transferrefl^  givw,  or  devolve  to 
^^  the  crown  of  France,  or  to  any  other  but  the  ^uccess^r  of 
"^  th^  German  dominions^  of  the  hou^eof  Austria,  either  by 
^'  donation,  sale,  exchange,  marriage  contract,  heritage,  tes<- 
*^  tameniary  auQcesaion,  nor  under  any  other  ^pretext  what- 
V  soever ;.  #0  that  no  province,  town,  fortress,  or  tejfrri|ory  of 
^^  the-  rs%id  Netherlands  shall  ever  he  subject  to  any  other 
^^  prince,  but  to  the  successor  of  the  states  of.  the  house  of 
^  Au^kria  alone,  excepting  what  has  been  yielded  b}^  the 
present  treaty  to  ike  Siaid  lords  the  stages  general*'  A 
bare  reading  of  these  two  articles  is  sufficient  to  eyince  all 
^^  that  I  have  just  represented  to  your  highmightinesses :  and 
^^  whatever  pretext  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Versailles  may 
aflege,  to  cover  jthe  infraction  of  ithese  treaties,  the  thing 
Vol,  II J,  Q  q  q 
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^  xmaitiM  ii«iwtfijdefs  trUknt^  wUbt  <li«le  tin>  tKmm  are 
^  ffttttUe  tofMPov«  dMit  tl|e  towns  of  Oslcnd  ami  NMifmrt  are 
^  not  aiMaltjp  m  the  power  of  Prance*  if  their  designs  are  jittt, 
^  or  agreeable  to  those  treaties,  they  will  doubttsss  not  sera* 
^  pie,  in  the  least,  to  make  your  high  mightinesses  easy  te 
^  that  head,  by  openly  explaining  themsdves  to  a  qniet  and 
^  pesHic  neighbonr,  mA  by  giving  you  indispotable  proofs  of 
^  their  intentions  to  fulfil  die  stipulations  of  the  siud  two  trsa* 
^  ties,  with  regard  to  the  Netherlands.  The  king  hadi  so 
^  nittdi  eonfidenee  tn  the  good  sense,  prudence,  and  friend* 
^  shipof  your  hig^  mightinesses,  that  he  makes  not  the  least 
^  doubt  of  j^ur  taking  the  most  efficacious  measures  to  clear 
'^  up  an  aftiir  of  such  importance ;  and  of  yottr  being  pleased^ 
^  in  concert  with  his  majesty,  to  watch  orer  the  fate  of  a 
^*  country,  whose  sitnatibn  and  independence  have,  for  more 
^  than  a  century  been  regarded  as  one  of  the  principal  sup* 
^  ports  of  your  liberty  and  commerce.'*  It  does  not  appear 
that  litis  remonstrance  had  Ae  desired  ^bct  upon  the 
Slates  general,  who  were  apprehensive  of  embroiling  them- 
selves with  an  enemy  so  remarkably  alert  m  takings  all 
lulvantages.  Hie  truth  is,  th^  were  not  only  unprepared 
for  a  ruptifre  with  France,  but  extremely  unwilling  to  fore* 
go  the  commercial  profits  which  they  derived  from  dieir 
neutraifty* 

^  XXIV.  The  king  of  Prussia,  about  this  period, 
began  to  harbour  a  suspicion  that  certain  other  powers 
iongad  eagerly  to  tojoy  the  same  respite  from  the  dangers 
md  inconveniences  of  war,  and  that  he  ran  the  risk  of 
being  abandoned  by  his  sole  patron  and  ally,  who  seemed 
greatly  alarmed  at  his  defeat  in  Bohemia,  and  desirous  of 
detaching  Inmself  from  a  connexion  which  might  be  pro* 
dttctlve  of  the  most  disagreeable  consequences  to  his  conti- 
nental interest*  Stimulated  by  this  opinion,  hss  Prussian 
/najest^  is  said  to  have  written  i^n  expostulatory  tetter^  ta 

e  T)|e  letter  wbkli  wm  writtcin  la  VveQ^b^  we  linfre  tnunlftted  Ibr  ^ 
reader's  satisfaction.  ^ 

<<  I  am  kifbrtned  tM  the  iamgk  of  a  treatf^  of  lietttnilifnr  Ibr  Ae^leolonite  of 
Hanover  is  not  yet  laid  aside.  Is  it  tmposable  tbat  your  majesty  ean  have  so  l^llt 
t<9rtitade  and  constancy,  as  \o  be  dispirited  l>y  a  smatl  reverse  of  fortune  ?  Are 
lAum  so  raiooat  tiiat  tl^ey  earniot  be  repaired  ?  1  liff^jomt  mfijesly  irill  eoaiider 
the  step  you  bave  made  n^e  hazard,  and  rememher  tJiat  you  are  the  sole  cause  of 
Ihese  misfertones  that  noir  imp^iii  over  my  head.  -I  shooid  never  iwvo  abandoned 
tho  aUiaaae  of  Fnuwe,  but  for  your  flattering  aiiuraneea.  I  do  not  now  repent  «f 
th9  treaty  I  havo  eonetaded  with  jwvf.  nu^est^r  \  l^ut  I  expect  yoa  will  not  iD||o- 
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Ipo  wtK^  or  GfMt  IrtMD^  itt  vUek  1m  "99^  'ipUuAfy  ttMt 
dM  mmuwA  with  harkig  infttigafeed  Kim  to  onnmettGe  hos« 
tilkiet  f  nd  insists  upon  his  tetneaibmiig  the  enga^BinMts 
bjr  wfakli  he  was  so  solcnHiIy  bcHwd*  From  tlM  stndn  of 
iik&  fetter,  ottd  die  PrtMsian^s  dec^Lmtioo  to  die  British 
iftioislor  ^en  he  first  set  oat  for  Sa3U»7,  itnportiiigv  that 
Im  whs  fpiog  to  £{^t  the  king  of  Engbmd's  battles,  a  nodon 
IMS  gOMSttlly  eonceived  thi^t  those  two  powers  had  agreed 
to  certain  private  pac^  or  ooaventionai  die  particolars  of  , 
whif  h  h«re  not  yet  transpired.  Certain  it  is,  a  dedinfation 
was  delivered  to  the  Prussian  reudent  at  Londcm,  wh^ch 
anMars  to  have  been  cakmlated  as  an  answer  to  the  letter. 
In  that  paper  the  king  of  Great  Britun  declared,  that  the 
ovettnres  osade  by  his  majesty's  electoral  ministers  in  Ger- 
many,, touching  the  checks  received  on  the  coodnent,. 
sboidd  have  no  influence  mi  his  majesty  as  kii^:  that  he 
snw,  in  she  aaine  light  as  before,  the  pernicious  effects  of 
the  uaimi  between  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Versailles, 
dweatening  a  sid>v«rsion  of  the  whole  system  of  public  , 
Kber^,  ^and  of  the  independence  of  the  European  powers  % 
that  he  cottsklared  as  a  fiital  consequence  of  this  drageroua 
^cmnexion  the  cesaioa  made  by  the  court  of  Vienna  of  tho 
ports  in  the  Netherlands  to  France  in  su^  a  cridcal  situa* 
lion,  and  coiltrary  to  the  faith  of  the  most  solemn  treadesi 
that,  whatever  might  be  the  success  of  hb  arms,  Ids  ma* 
jeslgr  was  determined  to  act  in  constant  concert  with  tho 
Idng  of  Prussia,  in  employing  tbf  most  efficacious  means  to 
frustrate  the  unjust  mA  oppressive  designs  of  their  common 
jen^mdes*  He  concluded  with  assuring  the  kiiig  of  Prussia, 
thttt  dm  Briddi  crown  would  continue  to  fulfil,  with  tha 
greatest  punoualicy,  its.  engagements  wi^h  hts  Prussian 
ms^esty,  and  ^  sufp^rt  him  with  firmness  -and  vigour* 
Such  a  repvesenti^on  cou!|d  not  fail  of  being  agreeable  to  a 
prioioe,  who^  at  this  juncture,  stood  in  need  of  an  extraoT'^ 
dinary  cordiaL  He  knew  he  could  securely  depend,  not 
only  on  the  good  faith  of  an  English  ministry,  but  also  on 
the  goM  plight  of  the  British  naticm,  which  like  an  indul-    - 

rioqtljr  1eftt»  ine  at  the  qmu«j  of  my  enemies*  after  having  brought  upon  me  sll 
tlie  f<Mree  of  £arope.  1  defiend  ufMn  your  acmering  to  your  repeated  eetgOSfrnttuM 
el'  tiie  twiMity4ttstfaof  last  month,  and  tbat^jfev  will  listen  to  ao  treaty  in  which  I 
am  not  eomprehended." 
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gcac  nwie,  luMk  ahrmys  pretoMediiie  i&^rf«  to  Jier  ttieagre 
German,  allies.  Thoae,  kowereri  who  preteaded  ti>  con^ 
aider  and  canvaaa  events  wkhont  prejodiee  and  prepos- 
seasMNi)  could  not  help  owtung  their  surprite,  at  heamg  an 
alliance  stigmatized  as  pemicidus  to  the  sy^em  ^  pnblie 
liberty,  and  subversive  of  the  independence  j>f  die  Etnropean 
powers,  a»  they  remembered  that  this  ^  alliance  was  the 
effect  of  necessity,  to  w^luch  the  house  of  Austria  was 
reduced,  for  its  own  preservation :  reduced,  sa  its  Iriends 
and  .partisans  affirm,  by  those  very  potentates  that  now 
reproached  her  with  these  connexions. 

$  XXV*  His  Britannic  majesty  was  resolved  that  the 
king  of  Prussia  should  have  no  cause  to  complain  of  his 
indifTc^rence,  whatever  reasons  he  had  to  exclaim  against 
the  convention  of  Closter  Seven,  which  he  did  not  scruple 
to  condemn  as  a  very  scandalous  aipitulation,  as  much  as 
be  disapproved  of  the  conduct;  in  consequence  of  which 
ijpear  forty  thousand  men  were  so  shamefully  disarmed,  ^idt 
lost  to  his  cause*  Those  stipulations  also  met  with  a  very 
unfavourable^  reception  in  En^and,  where  the  motions  of 
the  allied  army,  in  their  retreat.  befoi«  the  enemy,  were 
very  freely  censured,  and  some  ^eat  names' exposed  to  the 
ridicule  and  contempt  of  the  public*  This  event,  so  singO'^ 
lar  in  itself,  and  so  important  in  its  consequences,  attracted 
the  Attention  of  the  privy  council,  where  it  is  said  to  have 
been  canvassed  with  great  warmth  and  animosity  of  alter-, 
cation*  The  general  complained  that  he  was  restricted  bjf 
pexicmptory  orders  from  the  regency  of  Hanover;  and  th^y 
were  reported  to  have  used  recriminaticHis  in  their  defence* 
In  all  probability,  every  circumstance  of  the  dispute  w»l 
not  explained  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  parties,  inasmuch  as 
that  great  commander  quitted  the  harvest  of  military  jglory, 
and  like  another  Cincinnatus,  retired  to  his  plough*  The 
Gonvctntion  of  Closter  Seven  was  equally  disagreeatde  to 
die  courts  of  London  and  Versailles*  The  foruker  saw  the' 
electorate  of  Hanover  left,  by  this  capitulation,  at  the 
mercy  of  the  enemy,  who  had  taken  possession  of  the  whole 
country,  seized^  the  revenues,  exacted  contributions,  and 
changed  the  whole  form  of  government,  in  the  nanie  of  hi& 
mofst  christian  mayesty ;  while  the  Frendi  army,  which  had 
been  employed  in  opposing  the  Hanoverians,  was  now  at 
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Hbertj^itorthroW^tto^  additiotia^^  ia^  the  »ealc  against 
the  kfiig  6f  Prussia,  f^o,  at  that  period^  seemed  to  totter 
on  t)»e*v^rge  of  destrudlion.  On*  the  other*  hand,  the 
Freitdi  nttnistiy  thought  their  general  had  granted  too 
feVottrdUe  terms  to  a  body  of  fbrees,  whom  he  had  cooped 
tip  ia  such  »  manner,  that,  in  a  little  tim^,  they  must  have 
dorr^adeted  at  discretion.  They,  therefore,  determined 
eidier  to  provoke  the  Hanoverians  by  ill  usage  to  an  infrac- 
tion ^  the  tre^y,  or,  should  that  be  found  impracticable, 
renoutice  it  as  an  imperfect  convention,  established  without 
proper  authority.  Both  expedients  were  us^  without 
f^s^rve^  They  were  no  sooner  informed  of  the  capitulation^ 
liian  th&f  rdfused  to  acknowledge  its  validity,  except  on 
doftdkion  that  the  Hanoverian  troops  should  formally 
engage- to  de»ist  from  ^  service  against  France  and  her 
aUies  dunng  the  preset  war,  and  be  disarmed  on  their 
return  to  their  own  country*  At  the  same  time  her  gdneral, 
#ho  comnianded  iit  ttte  electorate^  exhausted  thp  country, 
by  levykig^  exorbitant  contribntfon^,  and  connived  at  such 
outrages  as  degraded  his  own  dignity,  and  reflected  disgrace' 
cm' the  character  of  his  nation*  The  court  of  London,  to 
mdce  a  ment  of  necessity,  itffectiedto  consider  the  conyen- 
tkmal  act  as  a  provisional  armistice,  to  pave  the  way  for  a' 
negotiation  diat  might  termiilate  in  a  general  peace,-  and 
proposals  were  ofered  for  diat  purpose;  but  the  French 
ministry  kept  aloof,  and  seemed  resolved  that  the  electorate 
of  Hanover  should  be  annexed  to  their  king's  dominions. 
At  least,  they  were  bent  upon  keeping  it  as  a  precious 
de^sHum,  whidi,  in  the  plan  of  a  genial  pacification,  they 
itft^gined,  would  coiuiterbaiance  any  advantage  that  Great 
Mltain  might  obtain  in  oth^r  parts  of  the  world*  Had 
they  be«n  adlowed  to  keep  iJlis  deposit,  the  kingdom  of 
Omat  ^Britain  woiiild  have  saved  about  twenty  millions  of 
mMtoey,  tbgedier  with  the  Kves  of  her  best  soldiers;  and 
Westphalia  would  have  continued  to  enjoy  all  the  blessings 
of  security  and  peace,  flut  the  king  <ff  England's  tencKr- 
ness  for  Hanover  was  one  of  the  chief  sources  of  the' 
misfbrtnnes  which  befel  the  electorate*  He  could  not  bear 
-Che  thoughts  of  seeing  it,  even  fOf  a  season,  in  the  hands 
of  the  enemy;  and  his  own  sentiments  in  this  particular 
w«re  teinftn^ed  by^he*preB»fng»r«l(nonstrances  of  the  Prus- 
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ghm  mooiMli,  when,  m  dm  jmecure,  lit  iknofj^^  H 
Kerous  to  disoblige.  ActitfAed  by  these  ma&we^  ht 
WIS  pleased  to  see  die  tfticles  of  the  coaveatien  so  p«t* 
pably  contniTened,  because  the  violatioB  unbonad  his 
hands,  and  enabled  him,  consistenlljr  with  good  hUk^  to 
take  effectual  steps  for  the  astistaoce  of  his  dty,  and  dK 
reooTerjr  of  his  own  dominions.  He,  therefsce,  in  qusiit/ 
of  elector  of  Brunswick  Lunenbourg^  pcMtdied  a  dedani- 
tion,  observing,  *^  That  his  royal  highness  thodidce  of  Cum- 
^  berland  had,  on  his  part,  honestly  fiflilled  all  the  condt* 
**  tions  of  the  convention ;  but 'the  duke  de  Richdieu  de« 
^  manded  that  the  troops  should  enter  into  an  engagenwoC 
**^  specified  above,  and  lay  down  their  arms ;  although  it  was 
^  expressly  stipulated  in  die  convention,  that  they  slioidd 
^  not  be  regarded  as  prisoners  of  war,  under  whidiqualily 
**  atone  the)r  cotdd  be  disarmed  $  that  the  French  •court  |wc* 
**  tended  to  treat  die  ccmvention  as  a  Bsilkary  reguktion 
*^  only  ;  and  indeed,  it  was  originaHy  nodung  anare  i  hot 
**  as  diey  had  expressly  disowned  its  validity,  and  a  negotfai^ 
^  tion  had  been  actually  begun  for  disarming  the  auanUariea^ 
^  upon  certain  eoHlhions,  though  the  Froneh  fgtmeank 
**  would  never  answer  ca^gorically,  but  ^frmttd  ahraya  for 
*^  fresh  instructions  from  Versailles,  the  naftire  of  thatt  act 
^  was  totally  changed,  and  what  was  at  first  an  agrceaMnt 
*^  between  general  and  general,  was  now  beconve  a  auHtfeer 
*^  of  state  between  the  tw6  courts  of  London  and  Ves- 
^^  sallies ;  that,  however  hard  the  condidons  of  die  coervofr- 
M  tion  appeared  to  be  for  the  troops  of  Hanov>er^  his 
Britannic  majesty  would  have  acquiesced  widi  Aem,  had 
not  the  French  ^rtngly  discovered  their  design  of  total^ 
^  ruining  his  army  and  his  dominions ;  and,  by  the  mosa 
*^  outrageous  conduct;  freed  his  Britannic  mi^esly  tiatfL 
^  every  obligation  under  which  he  had  been  laid  by  the  con* 
^  vention  :  that,  in  the  midst  of  the  armistice,  the  mo^ 
^  open  hostilities  had  been  committed  $  the  caatk  of 
'*  Schartzfels  had  been  forcibly  seized  and  piHaged,  md  the 
**  garrison  made  prisoners  of  war  j  the  prisoners  made  by 
*^  the  French  before  the  convention  had  not  been  restored^ 
**  According  to  ao.  express  article  stipulated  between  the 
^  generals,  though  it  had  been  fulfilled  on  the  part  of  the 
*^  electorate,    by    the   in^ncdsttla  relsaae  of   the    Preach 


4wr;  *    «■»«»  ^ 

^^  French  tvoops  were  exeln^ded  bf  in^QAl  agrcemeftt,  bad 

^  beco  •ummmaed,  o»  pais  of  miltery  ez^cutioci,  to  «|>p€«r 

^  befoie  die  Fr«Msh  comimMary,  and  competted  ta  deliver 

^  imo  hia  haada  the  publio  fevcuue  ;  the  French  had  appro- 

^  prmiad  to  tbeaftaelyea  part  of  dioae  magasiaea,  which,  1^ 

^  o^nraaa  apeement,  iveie   de^Md  for  the  ^ee  of  th« 

^^  electoral    troops;   and    thejr    had   eeiced  die  houee^. 

*^«eve]iiie,  aod  c(mi,  beloaging  to  diekirngof  England  in 

^  the  cU^  of  ftreflftcn,  m  vi^tion  of  their  engagemeat  to 

^'  coodider  that  eity  as  a  place  absolutely  free  and  Deutral. 

^  He  took  notice,  that  they  had  proceeded  to  meitaces 

*^  mibeard  of  aasoog  ctvili«ad  people,  of  burittBg,  sacking, 

^  asMt  destroying  every  thing  ^t  fell  in  their  way,  should 

^^  die  least  hssiiation  be  made  in  executing  the  convention 

^^  ^aeooidnig  to  their  iat^pretatiogi*"*-^uch  w^ete  the  pro« 

fassed  coRsidenrtions  that  determined  his  firi^niiic  majes- 

tf  to  renounce  the  agreement  which  they  had  violated,  and 

have  recourse  to  arms  for  the  relief  of  his  subjects  and  allies. 

It  wm  in  consequence  of  diis  d^erminatton  that  he  confer- 

and  the  coannandof  hb.deetoral  army  on    primes   Fer^ 

dinand  of  Brttiwwick,  brother  to  the  chiike  of  that  name, 

irito^  had  dtelingiiished  hims^in  dte  Prussian  army  by  his 

9mat  asilieary  talents,  and  was,  by  blood  smd  incUaation^^as 

wn3k  as  iateiMt,  supposed  warmly  attached  to  his  Britan* 

mic  majesty.     The  truth  is,  the  king  of  Prussia  recom- 

naendtfd  hhn  to  this  command,  because  he  knew  he  could 

depend  upon  his  concin^ring  with  all  his  measures,  in  con-* 

dttGtuig  the  operations  of  the  British  army.     The  duke  do 

BsdMlien  was  no  sooner  inlbrmed  of  these  particulars,  than 

he  aeitt  a  letter  to  prince  Ferdinand,  specifying,  ^'  That 

^  aMioni^  iDir  smrc  days  he  had  perceived  the  Hanoverian 

^*  Stoops  in  nQtotiott,.in  order  to  form  themselves  into  a  body, 

^^-he  coukl  not  imagine  the  object  of  these  ^movements  was 

^^toittfnige.the  conventton  of  neutrality  which  had  been 

^^  ealab^ishcd'lNrtwoen  the  duke  ^  Cumberland  and  him* 

^'self,  as  French  general;  that  he  was   blinded  so  far  by 

*^  his  eoaidenoe  in  the  good  faith  of  the  elector  of  Hanor 

^  ver,  who  had  signed  that  convention,  as  to  believe  thtS 

^  troops  were  assembled   for  no  other  purpose  than  to  bt 

^^  dUtrihttted  ittto  wiater  foartew,  which  bad  been  ass.igi^ed 
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^  tfaeiii  by  the  ggweiawit ;  initlii*  cjpes  were  at  last  «pnMMf, 
*^  by  repeated  advioet  which.he  had  rcMcetved  from  all  quar- 
*^  ten,  inportifl^Y  that  the  Hanoreriaos  intended  to  iofriiige 
**  those  artickt  which  cmg^t  to  be  •acred  and  ievMable: 
^^  he  affirmed,  the  king  his  master  was  sttU  wittmg  to  give 
*^  fresh  proofs  of  his  moderation,  and  his  destis.  to  spare 
*^  the  effusion  of  human  blood :  .with  that  view  he  dedared 
^^  to  his  serene  highness,  in  the  name  of.  his  most  christian 
^^  majesty,  that  he  persisted^  in  his  resolution: of  fnlfiUing 
**  exactly  all  the  points  of  the  convention,  provided  they 
^^  should  be  equally  ^  observed  by  the  Hanoverian  .army ; 
^^  but  he  could  not  help  apprising  his  serene  highness^  that 
if  this  army  should  take  any  equivocal  step,  anidf  stilt 
more,  should  it  commit  any  act  of  hostility,. he ..irould 
^*  then  push  matters  to  the  last  aKtremity,  looking  ^upon 
'^  himself  as  authorized  so  to  do  by  the  rules.  o£  war :  that 
^  he  would  set  fire  to  all  palaces,  hotises,  and  ^rdcos ;  sack 
^'  all  the  towns  and  villages,  withouit;.iBfAring  the^  most 
^  inconsiderable  cottage,  and  subject  r the  country  to  all  the 
^  horrors  of  war  and  devastation.  Ueoonjuaed  hi^  serene 
**  highness  to  reflect  on  these  particulars,  and  begged  he 
^  would  not  lay  him  under  tbeoieces^ty  of  taking  steps  so 
^  contrary  to  his  own  personal  character,  as.  well  as  to  the 
'^  natural  humanity  of  the  French  naiiom'*  To  ;|U^  ktier^ 
which  was  seconded  by  the  couftt  de  I»ynar,.  the  Damah 
ambassador,  who  had  meditated  the  convention,  pvince 
Ferdinand  returned  a  very  laconic  answer  iatiniatiog,  that 
he  would  give  the  duke  de  Richelieu  his  answer  in  pemon 
at  the  head  of  his  army*  At  this  particular  juncture,  the 
French  general  was  disposed  to  abide  by .  the.  original 
articles  of  the  convention,  rather  than  draw  upon  himself 
the  hostilities  of  an  army  which  he  knew  to  be  brav^, 
resolute,  s^id  well  appointed,  and  which  he  saw .  at  present 
animated  with  an  eager  desire  of  wiping  .o«£t  thetdisgrace 
they  had  sustained  by  the  capitulation,  as  wdU  as  of  re- 
lieving their  country  from  the  grievous  oppression  under 
which  it  groaned. 

$  XXVI.  About  the  latter  end  of  November  the  Han- 
overian army  was  wholly  assembled  at.S^ade,  under  the 
auspices  of  prince  Ferdinand,  who  resolved,  without  delay,  ^ 
to  drive  the  French  from  the  electorate^  wbithar  they  now 


^egttntketr  inaacii*:  ^avt  of  the  vesemyV  rear,  ccmsisfeiiig 
of  tw<»  thoiisaiid  men^  w»^  in  dieir  march  back  to  Zelt, 
attacked  m  the  baUkrick  off  Efastorff,  and  entirely  defeated 
by  g^»ral  Sdiayienbourg :  and^  in  a  few  day^  after  this 
actiiHi,  anothejT  happened  opon  due  driver  AUer,  between  two 
considerable  bodies  of  each  army^  in  which  the  Hanove- 
rians, commakided  by  general  Zt^ow,  remained  masters 
of  the  field.  These  pedy  advantages  served  to  encourage 
the  allies,  and  put  them  in  possession  of  Lunenbpurgy  Zell, 
and  part  of  the  Branswick  dommions,  which  the  enemy 
were  obliged  to  afoandmi*  The  operaticms  of  pnnee  Ferdi- 
nand however^  w^re  retarded  l^  the  resolution  and  obstinate 
perseverance  of  the  French  officer,  who  command^  the 
garrison  of  Harbourg.  When  the  Hanoverian  troops  made 
themselves  masters  of  the  town^  he  retired  into  the  castle, 
which  he  held  ont  against  a  considerable  detachment  of  the 
allied  army,  by  whom  it  was  invested ;  at  length,  however, 
the  fortifications  beiog  entirely  danoUshed,  he  surrendered 
upon  capilulation;  On  the  sixth  day  of  December,  prince 
Ferdinand  began  his  march  towards  Zell,  where  the  French 
9xU^y  bad  taken  post,  under  the  command  ^  the  4uke  de 
Richelieu,  who,  at.  the  af^roach  of  the  Hanoverians,  called 
in  his  advanced  parties,  abandoned-  several  magazines, 
burned  all  the  farmhouses  and  buildings  belonging  to  the 
^heepwalks  €»f  his  Brttanuic  majesty,  without  paying  the 
least  regard  to  the  representations  made  by  prince  Ferdi- 
nand on  dMs  subject;  reduced  the  suburbs  of  Zell  to  ashes, 
after  having  allowed  his  men  ta  plunder  the  houses,  and 
even  set  fire  the  orphan  hospital,  in  which  a  great  number 
of  helpless  children  are  said  to  have  perished.  One  cannot, 
without  horror^  reflect  upon  such  brutal  acts  of  inhumainity. 
The  Firench  troops,  on  divers  occasions,  and  in  different 
parts  of  tk^  ^o^pire,^  acM^  tragedies  of  the  same  nature, 
which  are  npt  easily  reconcileable  to  the  character  of  a 
nati<Ni:  famed  for  senMpent  and  civility*  The  Hanoverians 
having  advanced  within  a  league  of  Zell,  die  two  armiea 
began  to  cannonade  each  other ;  the  French  troops,  posted 
o&  the  right  t>f  4ie  Aller,  burned  the4r  magazines,  and 
retiredinto  the  town,  where  they  were  so  strongly  intrench- 
ed, that  (N-inire  Ferdinand  could  not  attempt  the  civer^,  the 
'"fdimm  of  which. were,  strqiigly  guarded  by  the  enemy.'  At 
Vol.  III.  R  r  r 
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idic  mmt  time  his  troops  irere  exposed  tor  great  harddups . 
Iroin  the  severity  of  the  weather;  he, ilberdbre,  retreated 
to  Uhzen  and  Luncnboiirg,  where  his  antiy  was  put  into 
avintec  quarters,  and  executed  several  taoM  enterprises  by 
detachment^  while  the  French  general  Axed  his  headquaiters 
in  the  city  of  Hanover,  his  cantonments  extending  as  far  as 
Zell,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  which  many  sharp  skirmishes 
were  fought  irom  the-  out  parties  with  various  success.  ^ 
Their  Imperial  majesties  were  no  socmer  apprised  of  these 
transactions,  which  they  considered  as  infractions  of  the 
convention,  than  they  aent  an  intimation  to  the  baron  de 
Steinberg,  minister  from  the  king  of  Great  Britain  as 
elector  of  Hanover,  that  he  should  appeiar  no  more  at  coui^t, 
or  confer  with  their  ministers;  and  that  his  residing  at 
Vienna,  as  he  might  easily  conceive,  couki  not  be  very 
agreeabl(e:  in  consequence  o£  which  message  be  retired, 
after  having  obtained  the  necessary  {>assports  for  his  depar- 
ture. The  chagrin  occasioned  at  the  court  of  Vienna  by 
the  Hanoverian  army's  having  recourse  Ho  their  arms 
again,  was,  in  some  measure,  alievta!ted  by  the  certain 
tidiogS^  received  from  Pcrtersburgh,  that  the  czarina  had 
signed  lier  accession  in  form  to  the  treaty  between  the 
^courts  of  Vienna,  Versailks,  and  Stockholm* 

§  XXVII*  In  closing  our  account  of  this  year's  trans- 
actions  on  the  continent,  we  may  observe^  that  on  the  six- 
teenth day  of    November  the  queen  of   Poland  died  at 
.Berlin  of  an  apoplexy^  supposed  to  be.  occasioned  by  the 
shock  she  received  on  hearing  that  the  French  were  totafty 
defeated  at  Rosbachb     She  was  a  lady  of  exen^ilary  virtue 
and  piety,  whose  constitution  had  been  broke  by  grief  and 
anxiety  conceived  from  tl%e  distress  of  her  own  family,  as 
well  as  from  the  misery  to  which  she  saw  her  people  expo- 
tsed.     With  respect  to  the  European,  powers  that  were  not 
actually  engaged  as  principals  in  the  war,  they  seemed  in- 
dustriously to  avoid  every  step  that  might  be  construed  a 
deviation  from  the  most  scrupulous  neutrality*     The.  states 
general  proceeded  ^ith  great  circumspection,  in  the  middle 
^course  betveo^  two  powerful  iieighbours,  ^equally  jealous 
•and^rmidaMe  ;  and  the  king  of.  Spain  .was  gratified  fcr 
bis  forbearance  with  a  conventian  setlled'^betTveen  bimi  and 
?lhe  beUigerent powers,  idiplying,  that. his  subjects  ahouhl 
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"put^sue  tiieir  commerce  «it  sea  without  mole^tackm,  pronp* 
<le(bthey  ^hbuld  d^t  tranaportthos^  or^cl^  of  merchasdisft 
Whkh  were  deemed  contrabafid  by  all  ttatiotis.     The  opera- 
tioos  at  sea  during  the  cosurse  of  this  year,  either  in  £tt^ 
:r6peor  Amcricav  were  far  from  being  decisive  or  iftiportant* 
^'ZHle  commerce:  of   Great   Britain   sustained   considerable 
^damage  from  the  activity  and  success  of  French  privateers, 
of  which  a  great  number  had  been  equipped  in  the  iskia^ 
•of  'Martinique-  and  Otmdaloupe*     The  Greenwieh  ship-^ 
5var,  mounted  with  fifty  guns,  and  a  frigate  of  twenty^  feU 
into  the  hands  of  the  epemy,  together  with  a  very  i^iiskt^ 
efabie  number  of  trading  vessels.     On  the>  other  hand,  the 
English  cruisers  and  privateers  acquitted  themselves  with 
equal  vigilaiice  and  valoiir.     llie  due  d'Aquitaine,  a  large 
«hip  of  &fty  guns,  waajtaken  in  the  month  of  Juneby  two 
'British  ships  of  war,  after  a  severe  engagement ;  and  about 
the  san^  titne,  the  Aquilon,  of  nearly  the' $ame  force^WOft 
driven  ashore  and  destix^ed  near  Brest-  by  the  Antelope, 
one  of  the  British  cmi^rs.     A  French  frigate  of  tw^nty- 
uix  guns^  called  the  Emerauckr,  was  taken  in  thechailne)^ 
after  a  warm  engagement^  by  da  &ngttsh  ship  of  inferior 
force,  uilder  the  cf»mmnnd  of  captain  Gilchrist^  a  gallant 
asid  alert  officer,  who^  in  tiie  aequal,  signalized  himself  on 
^Atiirs  occwonsf  by  very  extraordinary  ac«s'  of  val<:nif. 
All  the  seaoiicers'seemed  tobe  antmatad  with  a  noble  emu* 
Ifttion  to  disi^ngufsh  themseWes  in  the  service  of  their  coun- 
try, and  tkis  spirit  descended  even  ta  the  csipeaans  of  prira*- 
ieera,  who,  instead  of  imi^camig  the  former  o0mittanders 
of  that  dass,  in  avoiding  ships  of  fo/ce^   and.  centering 
thenrwbole  attenitioa  in  adunntagtoua  |)ri£ee,  noweneoun- 
teved  the  armed  ^hips  of  th^  enem^,  and  fought  with  the 
moat  obstinate  vaiom-  in  the^fmr^uit  of  national  glory* 

$  XXyill*  Perhapa  hi^ory  cannot  afford  a  more 
remarkable  inetanee  of  despovate  courage  than  that  which 
van  eserted  i»  Dentanber'of  the  preGeding  year^  by  th« 
oSioera  and  crew  of  an  £ngU9h  privateer,  called  the  Ter^ 
rible,  under  the  comanmd  of  captain  William  Death, 
e^pped  with  twe»ty-si»x  cairiage  gana^  sind  munned  with 
two  hundred  sailors^  On  the  twenty-third  day  of  the 
njonth^ be  engaged  jand  made  pri^e  of  a  large  French  ship 
from  Sti  X>ommgo^  ^^r  an  iJMkia^  bstttle^  in  wi^h  he 
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lo«t  hU  own  brother  and'  isixteen  seamen :  Then  he  seoired 
vith  forty  men  hi^  prize,  which  contamed  a  valaable  cargo, 
and  directed  his  course  to  England  i  but  in  a  few  days  he 
had  the  misfortune  to  faU  in  with  the  Vengeance,  a  priva* 
tcer  of  St,  Maloes,  carrying  thirty-six  large  cannon,  with 
a  complement  of  three  hundred  and  sixty  men*  Their  first 
step  was  to  attack  the  prixe,  which  *  was  easily  reti^en  ; 
then  the  two  ships  bore  down  upon  the  Terrible,  whose 
iMunmast  was  shot  away  by  the  frrst  broadside.  Notwith- 
atanding  this  disaster,  the  Terrible  maintained  snch  a 
furious  eiigagement  against  both  as  can  hardly  be  paral- 
lelled in  the  annals  of  Briuin.-  The  French  commander 
and  his  second  were  killed^  with  two-thirds  -of  his^  com- 
pany; but  the  gallant  captain  Death,  with  the  greater  part  of 
his  officers,  and  almost  his  whole  crew,  having  met  with  the 
same  fate,  his  ship  was  boarded  by  the  enemy,  who  fomui 
no  more  than  twenty«*six  persons  alive,  sixteen  of  whom 
were  mutilated  by  the  losa  of  leg  or  arm,  and  the  other 
ten  grievously  wounded*  The  ship-  itself  was  so  shattered, 
that  it  could  scarcely  be  kept  abovie  water,  and  the  whole 
exhibited  a  scene  of  blood,  horror,  and  desolation.  The 
victor  itself  lay  like  a  wreck  on  the  surface ;  arid  in  thin 
condition  made. shift,  with  great  difficulty,  to  tow  the  Ter- 
rible^ into  St.  Maloes,  where  she^  was  not  beheld^  witktnit 
astonishment  and  terror.'  Tina  adventure  was  no  sooner 
known  in  En^^nd,  than  a  liberad.  subscription  was-  raised 
for  the  suplp^rt  of  Death's  widow,  and  that  part  of  the 
crew  which  survived  the  engagentent.  In  ^s,  and  every 
sea  r^n<:ou»ter  that  happenedvwfthin  the  present  yasur,  iht 
superiority  in  skill  and.  resohttaon  was  ascertained  to  the 
Pritish  mariners ;  for  «ven  when  they  fought  against  gveat 
odds,  their  courage  was  generally  crowaed  with  sucosim. 
In  the  month  of  November  captain  Lbckhart,  a  youi^g  ^n- 
tleman,  who  had  already  rendered  hinM^.a  terror  to  the 
enemy  as  commsmder  of  a  small  &igiM,  &<Mr  added  consi- 
derable ^to  his  reputation,  by  reducing  tfie^iM^mpe,  a 
French  privateer  of  Bayoime,  gready  superior  to  his  own 
ship  in  numb^  of  men  and  weight  of  metaL     Thb  exploit 

.  ,•     — 

^vT^^'^  ^*"  ^  stran»5  combination  of  iiamea  iM^Umsing  tQ4|u«  nEivateer ;  tbe 
Temble,  equipped  at  Kxeeation  Dook,  cbmmandecrby  captaii\  l>e«Ui,  wbo«c* 
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.^as  seconded  by  smother  of  die  same  natitre,  in  his  con- 
c^uest  of  another  Frcfbch  adventurer,  called  the  countess  of 
Gramont ;  and  a  tt»ird  large  privateer  of  Baybnne  was 
taken  by  captlain  Saumerez,  commander  of  the  Antelope* 
In  a  word,  the  narrow  seas  were  so  well  guarded,  that  in 
a  little  time  scarce  a  French  ship  durst  appear  in  the  £ng* 
Itsh  channel,  which  the  British  traders  navigated  without 
.molestation* 

§  XXIX.  On  the  first  day  of  December,  the  king  dl 
Great    Britain   opened  -  the   session  of  parliament  with  a 
speech  froii  the  dirone,  which  seemed  calculated  to  pre- 
pare the  nation  for  the  expense  of  maintaining  a  new  war 
on    the    continent  of   Europe.       His    majesty; graciously 
declared,  that  it  would  have  given  him  a  most  sensible 
|deasure  to  acquaint  them  at  the  opening  df  the  session, 
that  his  success  in  carrying  on  the  war  had  been  equal  to 
the  justice  of  his  cause,  and  the  exteiit  and  vigour  of  the 
measures   formed  for  that  purpose*    i  He   expressed  the 
'firmest   confidence,    that    the    spirit    and   bravery   of  the 
nation,   so   renowned   in    all    times,  which   had  formerly 
aurmounted  so  mai^y  difficulties,   were  not  to   be  abated 
by  a  few   disappointments,  which   he   trusted,  might  be 
jtetrieved  by  the  blessing  of  God,  and  the  zeal  and  ardour 
of  his  patliament  for  his  majesty's  honour  and  the  advan.- 
tage  of  their   country*     He  said  it  was  his  determined 
t%a&lution  to  apply  his  utmost  efforts  for  the  security  of 
his  kingdoms,  and  for  the  recovery  and^  protection  of  the 
possessions  and  rights  of  his  crown  and  subjects  in  Ame- 
rica, and  elsewhere,  as  well  by  the  strongest  exertion  of 
his  naval  force,  as  by  all  other  m^hods*     He  signified, 
that  another  great  object  which  he  had  at  heart,/was  the 
preservation  of  the  prot^sfeant,  religion,  and  the  liberties 
of  Europe;  and^  in^  that  view,  to  encourage  and  adhere 
jto  bis  allies*     For  this  cause,  he  assured  them,  he  would 
decline  no  inconveniences,  and  in  this  cause,  he  earnestly 
solicited  their  hearty  concurrence  and  vigorous  assistance* 
He  observed,  that  the  late  MgniS  success  in  Germany  had 
given  a  happy  turn  to  affairs,  which  it  was  incumbent  on 
them  to  improve ;  and  that,  in  auch  a  critical  conjuncture', 
^he  eye$  of  all  Europe  were  upon  them*     He  particularly 
rec^ptunended  iSb  diem,  that  his  good  brother  and  ally  the 
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kiog  of  Prussia  might  be  supported  in  snch'  a'  nanner  as 
Jiis  magnanimity  and  acdre  zeal  for  the  common  c:iuse 
appeared  to  deserve.     To  the  commons  he  -  expressed  his 
concern  that  the  large  supplies  they  had  adready  granted 
<Ud   not   produce  all  the  good  fruits  they  had  reason  to 
expect ;  but  he  had  so  great  a  reliante  on  their  wisdom, 
as  not  to  doubt  of  their  perseverance.     He  only  desired 
such  supplies  as  should  be  necessary  for  the  public  service^ 
and  told  them  they  might  depend  upon  it^  that  the  best 
and  most  faithful  economy  should  be  used.    He  took  notice 
of  that  spirit  of  disorder  which  had  shown  itself  among  the 
common  people  in  some  parts  of  the  kingdom ;  he  laid  in* 
junctions  upon  them  to  use  their  endeavours  for  discourag* 
ing  and  suppressing  such  abuses,  and  for  maintaining  tKe 
Jaws  and  lawful  authority.     He  concluded  with  observing, 
that  nothing  would  so  effectually  conduce  to  the  defence  of 
all  that  WHS  dear  ta  the  nation,  as  well  as  to  the  reducing 
their   enemies   to'  reason,  as    union   and   harmony  among 
themselves.     The  time  was,  when  tvery  paragraph  of  this 
harangue,  which  the^  reader  will  perceive  is  not  remarkable 
for  Its  elegance  and  propriety,  would  have  been  canvassed 
and  impugned  by  the  country  party  in  the  house  of  com- 
njons.     They  would  have  imputed  the  bad  success  of  the 
war  to  the  indiscretion  of  the  ministry,  in  taking  prepos- 
terous measures,  and  appointing  commanders  unequal  to 
the  service.     They  would  have  inquired  i»  what  manner 
the   protesrtant  religion  was  endangered  ;   and,  if  it  was^ 
how  it   could  be  preserved  or  promoted   by  adhering  to 
allies,  who,  without  provocation,  had  well  nigh  ruitied  the 
iSrst  and  principal  proftestant  country  of  the  empire.  ^  They 
would  have  started  doubts  with  respect  to  the^  late  signal 
success  in  Germany^  and  hinted,  that  it  would  only  serve 
to  protract  the  burden  of  a  continental  war.     They  woiild 
have  owned  that  the  eyes  of  all  Europe  were  upon  theHi^ 
and  drawn  this  consequence,  that  it  therefore  behoved  ihem 
to  act  with  the  more  delicacy  and  caution  in  discharge  of 
the  sacred  trust  reposed  in  them  by  their  constituents :  a 
trust  which  their*  consciences  would  not  id  low  to  be  faith* 
fully  discharged,  should  diey  rash  precipitately  into  the 
destructive  measures   of  a   rash    and  prodigal    miatstry^ 
squander  away  the  wealth  of  die  nation,  and  «dd  to  the 
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^rieirsuus  incumbrances  under  which  it  groaned,  in  snpporc 
g£  connexions  and  alliances  that  were  equally  foveign  to 
her  consideration,  and  pernicious  po  her  interest.  They 
inronld  have  ini^estigated  that  eause  which  was  so  warmly 
recommended  for  support,  and  pretended  to  discover  that 
it'  was  a  cause  in  which  Great  Britain  ought  to  have  had 
no  concern,  ,because  iti  produced  a  certainty  of  loss  without 
the  least  prospect  of  advantage.  They  would  have  varied 
e^entiatiy  in  their  opinions  of  th^  necessary  supplies,  from 
the  sentiments  of  those  who  prepared  the  estimates,  and 
even  declared  some  doubts  about  the  economy  to  be  used 
in  managing  the  national  expense;  finally^  they  would  have 
represented  the  impossibility  of  union  between  the  two 
parties,  one  of  which  seemed  bent  upon  reducing  the 
other  to  beggary  and  contempt.  Such  was  the  strain  that 
used  to  flow  from  an  opposition,  said  to  consist  of  disloy- 
alty and.  disappointed  ambiticm.     But  that  malignant  spirit 

~was  now  happily  extinguished.  The  voice  of  the  sove- 
reign was  adored  as  the  oracle  of  a  divinity,  and  those 
happy  days  were  now  approaching .  that  saw  the  cj»mmon3 
d£  England  pour  their  treasures,  in  support  of  a  German 
prince,  with  such  a  generous  hand,  that  posterity  will  be 
amazed  at  their  liberality. 

$  XXX.  To  the  speech  of  his  majesty  the  house  of 
lords  returned  an  address,  in  such  terms  of  complacency  as 
had  long  distinguished  that  illustrious  assembly**  The 
commons  expressed  their  approbation  and  confidence  with 
equal  ardour,  and  not  one  objection  was  made  to  the  form 
or  nature  of  the  address,  though  one  gentleman,  equally 
independent  in  his  mind  and  fortune,  took  exceptions  to 
aomc  of  the  measures  which  had  been  lately  pursued. 
Sjl^ir  complaisance  was  more  substantially  specified  in  the 

^  resolutions  of  the  house,  as  soon  as  the  two  great  commit- 
tees of  supply  were  appointed.  They  granted  for  the  sea 
service  of  the  ensuing  year  sixty  thousand  men,  including 
fburteen  thousand  eight  hundred  ai^d  forty-five  marines, 
and  this  standing  army,  comprehending  four  thousand 
invalids,  was  fixed  at  fiftv-threc  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  seventy-seven  effective  men,  commission  and  noncom- 
mission  officers  included.      For  the  maintenance  of  these 

;       ^'  An.  1758. 
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forces,  by  sea  and  land,  the  charge  of  guaids  and  guri* 
tens,  at  home  and  abroad,  the  expense. of  the  ordnance, 
and  in  order  to  make  good  the  sum  which  had  been  issaed 
by  his  majesty's  orders,  in  pursuanc^^  of  the  address  from 
the  commons,  they  now  allotted  four  millions,  twenty- 
two  thousand,  eight  hundred  and  seven  pounds,  sevett 
shillings,  and  three-pence.  They  unaniokously  granted,  as 
a  present  supply  in  the  then  critical  exigency,  towards 
enabling  his  majesty  to  maintain  and  keep  together  the 
army  formed  last  year  in  his  electoral  dominions,  and  then 
again  put  in  motion,  and  actually  employed  against  the 
common  enemy,  in  concert  with  the  king  of  Prussia, 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  pounds:  for  the  ordi* 
nary  of  the  navy,  including  halfpay  to  the  sea  officers, 
they  allowed  two  hundred  twent}'-four  thousand,  four 
hundred  twenty  one  pounds,  five  shillings,  and  eight- 
pence :  towards  the  building  and  support  of  the  three 
hospitals  for  seamen  at  Gosport,  Plym6uth,  and  Green- 
wich, thirty  thousand  pounds :  for  the  reduced  officers  of 
the  landforces  and  marines,  pensions  to  the  widows  of  offi* 
cers,  and  other  such  military  contingencies,  forty  thousand 
nine  hundred  andi  twenty-six  pounds,  seventeen  shillings^ 
and  eleven-pence:  towards  building,  rebuilding,  and 
repairs  of  his  majesty's  ships  for  the  ensuing  year,  the  sum 
of  two  hundred  thousand  pounds ;  for  defraying  the  charge 
of  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty  horse,  and  nine 
thousand  nine  hundred  infantry,  together  with  the  general 
and  staff  officers,  the  officers  of  the  hospital  and  the  train 
of  artillery,  being  the  troops  of  the  landgrave  of  Hesse 
Cassel  in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain,  for  sixty  days,  together 
with  the  subsidy  for  the  said  time,  pursuant  to  treaty,  thejT 
assigned  thirty-eight  thousand  three  hundred  and  si^i^ 
pounds,  nineteen  shillings,  and  ten-pence,  three  farthings*  , 
•  To,  the  foundling  hospital  they  gave  forty  thousand  pounds, 
for  the  maintenance  and  education  6f  deserted  young  chil- 
dren,  as  well  as  for  the  reception  of  all  such  as  should  be 
presented  under  a  certain  age,  to  be  limited  by  the  gover: 
nors  and  guardians  of  that  charity..  Three  hundred  thou- 
sand pounds  were  given  towards  discharging  the  debt  of 
the  navy,  and  two  hundred  eighty-four  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  two  pounds  for  making  up  the  deficiency  of  the 


1 75tk         ^  GBOltefi  It. 


505 


grants  for  Ae  service  of  the  prtteediag  year*  Hie  laad* 
grave .  of  Hesse  Cassel  was,  moreover,  gratified  -with  the 
further  sum  of  two  hundred  and  three  thousand  five  hundred 
and  thirty  six  pounds,  four  shillings,  and  n^ne-pence  farthing, 
for  the  maintenance  of  his  forces,  and  the  remainder  of  his 
subsidy.  They  granted  six  hundred  and  seventy  thousand 
pounds  for  enabling  his  majesty  to  make  good  his  engage^- 
Bdents  with  the  king  of  Prussia,  pursuant  to  a  convention 
lately  concluded  with  that  potentate.  For  defraying  the 
charge  of  thirty^eight  thousand  men  of  the  troops  of  Hano* 
ver,  Wolfenbuttel,  Saxe  Gotha,  and  the  count  of  Bucke- 
bourg,  together  with  that  of  general  and  staff  officers  actu- 
ally employed  against  t^e  common  enemy,  in  concert  with 
the  king  of  Prussia,  from  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  Novem** 
her  in  the  last,  to  the  twenty-fourth  of  December  in  the 
present  year  inclusive,  to  be  issued  in  advance  every  two 
mon,thst  they  allotted  the  sum  of  four  hundred  and  sixty- 
three  thousand  eighty-four  pounds,  six  shillings,  and  tenr 
pence ;  jand  furthermore  they  granted  three  hundred  eighty- 
six  thousand,  nine  hundred  and  fifteen  pounds,  thirteen 
shillings,  and  two^pence,  to  defray  the  charges  of  forage, 
bread  wagons,  train  of  artillery,  provisions,  woody  straw^ 
and  all  other  extraordinary  expenses,  contingencies  and 
losses  whatsoever,  incurred,  or  to  be  incurred,  on  account 
of  his  majesty's  army,  consisting  of  thirty-eight  thousand 
men,  actually  employed  against  the  common  enemy,  in  con- 
cert with  the  king  of  Prussia,  from  November  last  to  next 
December  inclusive.  For  the  extraordinary  expenses  of 
the  landforces,  and  other  services,  incurred  in  the  course 
of  the  last  year,  and  not  provided  for  by  parliament,  they 
allowed  one  hundred  forty- five  thousand,  four  hundred  fifty- 
four  pounds,  fifteen  shillings,  and  one  farthing.  They  pro- 
vided eight  hundred  thousand  pounds  to  enable  his  majesty 
to  defray  the  like  sum  raised  in  pursuance  of  an  act  made 
in  the  last  session  of  parliament,  and  charged  upon  the  first 
aids  and  supplies  to  be  granted  in  the  current  session. 
Twenty-six  thousand  pounds  were  bestowed  on  the  outpen- 
sioners  of  Chelsea  hospital ;  above  twenty  thousand  for  thr 
expense  of  maintaining  the  colonies  of  Nova  Scotia  and  Geor- 
gia;  for  reimbursing  to  the  province  of  Massachusetts^ 
bay,  and  the  colony  of  Connecttcut,  theiv  expense  m  fur- 
y        Vol.  III.  S  s  s 
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Aiabbg  proviatoiis  and  stores  4o  the  troqpe  nu»ed  l^  ^hcm^ 
ioT  his  majesty's  service,  io  the  canspAigQ  of  the  yjev  osi^ 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty rsix>  the  sum  of  forty-oc^ 
;diousand,  one  hundred,  sev^enteen  pounds^  seyenteea  shiL- 
iings,  and  six-pence,  katf-penny;  to  be  applied  t»WArds  tb^ 
rebuilding  of  London  bridge,  carrying  on  the  works  for 
fortifying  and  seicuring  the  hai4>attr  of  Milford*  and  impair? 
i^g  the  parish  churdiof  St.  Margaret^  in  Westminster,  they 
allotted  twenty-nine  .thousand  pounds.  The  East  India 
company  were  indulged  with  twenty  thoussfid  pounds  on 
Account,  .towards  enablii\g  them  to  xlefr^y  die  expense  of  a 
military  force  in  ^their  selAlemjents,  to  be  maintained  by 
<hem  in  lieu  of  the  fa^ttaUon  of  bis  majesty's  forces  widL- 
drawn  from  tbose  settlements :  the  supo  cMf  ten  thousand 
pounds  was  giv^en,  as  usual)  for  maintaining  ^nd  supporting 
Ahe  British  forts  and  settlements  oa  the  coast  of  Africa  | 
and  eleven  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty  were  granted  as 
an  augmentation  to  the  salaries  of  the  judges  in  the  superior 
courts  of  j.udicature.  They  likewise  provijded  one  hundred, 
/thousand  pounds  £or  defraying  the  charge  of  pay  and  cloth* 
ing  to  the  militia,  and  advanced  eight  hundred  .thousand 
pounds,  to  enable  bis  majesty  to  diefray  any  extraordinary 
icxpenses  of  the  war,  incurred  or  to  be  incurred,  for  the  sert 
.vice  of  die  current  year ;  and  to  take  all  such  measures  as 
might  be  necessary  to  disappoint  or  fiefeat  any  enterprises 
or  designs  jof  his  enemies,  as  the  exigency  of  his  avails 
might  require.  Tbe  whole  supj^lies  of  this  session  amounted 
to  the  enormous  sum  of  ten  millions,  four  hiindred  eightyr 
six  thousand  four  hundr^  fifty-seyen  pounds,  and  one  pen- 
ny. Nothing  could  so  plainly  demonstrate  the  implicit 
confidence  which  the  parliament,  at  this  juncture,  reposed 
i^  the  sovereign  and  the  ministry,  as  their  conduct  in  grantr 
ing  such  lU^eral  supplies,  great  part  of  which  were  bestowed 
in  favour  of  our  German  allies,  whom  the  British  nation 
$hus  generously  paid  for  fighting  their  own  battles.  Besides 
Jthe  sum  of  one  million,  eight  hundred  sixty-one  thousand, 
eight  hundred  ninety-seven  pounds,  four  shillings,  and  eight- 
fience,  iexpressly  assigned  for  the  support  of  these  conti« 
nental  connexions,  a  suin  considerably  exceeding  the  whole 
of  the  revenue  raised  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  second, 
aaatd  what  part  of  the  spm  grantj^d  ^^  the  king  for  extiaoidii' 
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naiy  expenses  might  be  applied  to  the  same  use,  the  article 
might  not  improperly  be  swelled  with  the  vast  expense 
incurred  by  expedklons  to  the  coast  of  France ;  the  chief, 
if  not  sole,  design  of  which  seemed  to  be  a  diversion  in 
favour  of  the  nation's  allies  in   Germany,  by  preventing 
France  from  sending  such  numerous  armies  into  that  couti- 
'try  as  it  could  have  spared,  had  not  its  seacoasta  required 
a  considerable  body  of  forces  for  its  defence  agaiast  Ae 
attempts  of  the  English.  Indeed  the  partisans  of  th^  .ntkiis- 
try  were  at  great  pains  to  suggest  and  inculcate  a  belief, 
tksit  the  war  in  Germany  was  chiefly  supported  as  a  neces* 
sary  diversion  in  favour  of  Great  Britain  and  her  planta- 
tioRSy  which  Would  have  been  exposed  to  insult  acd  inva- 
sion, had  nbt  the  enemy's  forces  been  otherwise  eihployed. 
But  the  absurdity  of  this  notion  will  at  once  appear  to  those- 
who  consider,  that  by  this  time  Great  Britain  was  sole  mis- 
tress of  the  sea ;  that  the  navy  of  France  was  almost  ruinedy 
and  her  commerce  on  the  ocean  quite  extinguished;  that 
she  coutd  not,  with  the  least  prospect  of^  success,  hazard 
may  expedition  of  coosec^ence  againt  Great  Britain,  or  aay 
part  of  her'  dominions,  while  the  ocean  was  covered  with 
such  powerful  navies  belonging  to  that  nation ;  and  that  if 
one-third  patt  of  the  money,  annually  ingulfed  in  the  Ger- 
man vortex,  had  been  employed  in  augmenting  the  naval 
forces  of  England,  and  those  forces  properly  exerted,  not  a 
single  cruiser  wduld  have  been  able  to  stir  from  the  har- 
bours of  Prance;  all  her  colonies  in  the  West  Indies  would 
have  falleft'an  easy  prey  to  the  arms  of  Great  Britain ;  and, 
thus  cut  off  from  the  resources  of  commerce,  she  must  have 
been^  content  to  embrace  such  terms  of  peace  as  the.  victor 
should  have  thought  proper  to  prescribe. 

$  XXXL  The  funds  established  by  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means,  in  order  to  realise  those  articles  of  sup- 
plyj  consisted  of  the  malt  tax,  the  land  tax,  at  four  shillings 
in  the  pound,  sums  remaining  in  the  exchequer,  produced 
from  the  sinking  fund,  four  millions  five  hundred  thousand 
pounds  to  be  raised  by  annuities,  at  three  pounds  ten  sh\U 
.  lings  per  cent,  per  ann.  and  five  hundred  thousand  pounds 
by  a  lottery,  attended  with  annuities  redeemable  by  parlia- 
ment, after  the  rate  of  three  pounds  per  cent,  per  ann*  these 
sever£^  annuities  to  be  transferrable  at  the  bank  of  Englandi 
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and  oharged  upon  a  fund  to  -be  established  ki  this  session 
of  parliameiit  for  payment  thereof,  and  for  which  the  isink- 
ing  fund  should  be  a  collateral  security^ — one  million,  six 
hlindred  and  six  thousand  and  seventy-six  pounds,  five 
shillings,  one  penny,  one  farthing,  issued  and  applied  out  of 
Mich  moneys  as  should  or  might  arise  from  the  surplusses, 
excesses,  and  other  revenues  composing  the  sinking  fund — 
a  tax  of  one  shilling  in  the  pound  to  be  annually  paid  from 
all  salaries,  fees,  and  perquisites  of  offices  and  employments 
in  Great  Briuin^  and  from  all  pensions  and  other  gratuities 
payable  out  of  any  revenues  belonging  to  his  majesty  in 
Great  Britain,  exceeding  the  yearly  value  of  one  hundred 
pounds-'-^m  imposition  of  one  shilling  annually  upon  every 
dwellinghouse  inhabited  within  the  kingdom  of  Great  Bri« 
tain,  over  and  above  all  other  duties  already  chargeable  upbn 
them,  to  commence  from  the  fifth  day  of  April*-^m  addi** 
tional  tax  ot  six-pence  yearly  for  every  window  or  light  ia 
every  dwellinghouse  inhabited  in  Britain  which  shall  con- 
tain fifteen  windows  or  upwards ;  a  continuation  of  certain 
acts  near  expiring,  with  respect  to  the  duties  payable  on 
foreign  toil  doth  imported  into  Great  Britain,  the  exporta- 
tion of  British  gunpowder,  the  se.<;urifig  and  encouraging 
the  trade  of  his  piajesty's  sug^r  colonies  in  America,  and 
the  empowering  the  importers  and  proprietors  of  spirits 

r  It  yfw  enacted,  that  eveir  person  subseribing  for  ^ve  hondred  pouDd* 
ehouid  be  entitled  to  jfour  hundred  and  fitly  in  annuities,  and  fifty  pounds  in  lottery 
tickets,  and  so  in  proportion  fur  a  greater  or  less  sum  ;  that  the  lottery  should  con- 
sist of  tickets  of  the  vahie  of  t^n  ponnd^i  each,  in  die  pfopoitiqn  not  exce^ing 
eight  blanks  to  a  prize ;  the  blanks  to  be  of  the  value  of  six  pounds  each ;  the 
t>lanks  and  prizes  to  bear  fin  interest  after  the  )«te  of  thr«e  pounds  per  c^t  to 
commence  from  the  first  day  of  January,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundre4 
find  fift^^-nine ;  a^d  that  the  sum  of  four  millions,  five  hundred  thousand  pounds, 
to  be  raised  by  fmnuities,  should  besir  an  interest  after  the  t9^U^  (rf'tju'ee  pounds  tea 
shillings  per  cent  fi*om  the  fifth  day  of  July,  in  the  present  year ;  whicl^  annuitio 
'should  stand  Ireduecd  to  three  pounds  per  cent,  after  the  expiratbn  of  tvf  en|y-four 
years,  and  aftei<wards  be  redeemable  in  the  whole,  or  in  part,  W  aums  not  fet(i 
than  five  hundred  thousand  poi^nds,  at  one  time,  sii^  montns  notice  having  been 
first  given  of  siich  payments  respectivfsly ;  thaf  any  subscriber  B^^jiti  POi  or  before 
the  twenty-ninth  day  of  April,  make  a  deposit  often  pouAds  per  cent  on  sucb'sum 
as  he  should  ehooee  to  subscribe  towards  raising  thesis  five  millions,  with  the  cashr 
iers  of  the  bank,  as  a  security  for  his  future  payments  on  the  days  apppiuted  for 
that  purpose ;  that  the  several  sums  so  received  by  tlie  cashiers  should  be  paid  iDt» 
the  receipt  ol^he  exchequer,  to^  be  applied  fropi  ^jne  tn  tipie  to  sueh  services  a« 
should  then  have  been  voied  by  the  ^ouse  of  commops  in  this  session  of  parliament, 
libd  not  otherwise;  that  any  subscriber  v>»7>ng  the  whole  or  any  part  of  his  sub^^ 
scription  previous  to  the  davs  ^ppoin^ed  lor  the  respective  paypaents,  should  b^ 
jillowed  a  discount,  at  tlie  rate  of  three  percent,  from  the  days  of  such  i*espectiv^ 
payments  to  the  respective  times  on  which  sue)i  paymeqts  were  directed  to  b^ 
^ade,  and  thgt  ail  persons  who  should  make  their  full  payments  on  the  s«id  lottery, 
f^9ul4  i-eceivfe  t|ieir  ti^k^^  9oon  as  tl^e^^ppult}  be  con veuiently  made  out, 
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I  fvom  tke  Btitiik  sugar  plantations  to  land  them  before  pay- 

I  n^ent  of  the  duties  of  excise,  and  to  lodge  them  in  ware<- 

I  houses  at  their  own  expense-^an  annual  tax  of  forty  shil- 

\  4iiigs  for  a  license  to  be  taken  out  by  every  person  trading 

I  in^  sellmg,  or  vending  gold  or  silver  plate,  in  lieu  of  the  duty 

J  of  six*pence  per  ounce,  on  all  silver  plate,  made  or  wrought, 

or  which  ought  to  be  touched,  essayed,  or  marked  in  this 
,  kingdom,  which  duty  now  ceased  an^  determined — a  cessa- 

,  lion  of  all  drawbacks  payable  6n  the  exportation  of  silver 

platei^^a  law  prohibiting  all  persons  from  selling,  by  retail, 
sokj  sweet  or  made  wines,  without  having  first  /procured  a 
license  for  that  purpose — and  a  loan  by  exchequer  bills  for 
eight  hundred  thousand  pounds,  to  be  charged  on  the  first 
suds  to  be  granted  in  the  next  session  of  parliament.  These 
provisions  amounted  to  the  sum  of  eleven  millions,  seventy- 
nine  thousand,  seven  hundred  and  twenty-two  pounds,  six  t 
shillings,  and  ten-pence,  exceeding  the  grants  in  the  sum  of 
five  hundred  ninety-three  thousand,  two  hundred  and  sixty- 
five  pounds,  six  shillings,  and  nine-pence,  so  that  the  nation 
had  reason  to  hope  that  this  surplus  of  above  half  a  million 
would  prevent  any  demand  for  deficiencies  in  the  next  ses- 
sion* By  these*,  copious  grants  of  the  house  of  commons, 
whose  <;oa^laisance  knew  no  bounds,  the  national  debt  was, 
at  this  Juncture,  swelled  to  the  astonishing  sum  of  eighty- 
seven  millions,  three  hundred  and  sixty-seven  thousand, 
two  hundred  and  ten  pounds,  nineteen  shillings,  and  ten- 
pence,  farthing ;  a  load  that  would  have  crushed  the  national 
credit  of  any  other  state  in  Christendom. 

$  XXXII.  The  liberality  of  the  parliament  was  like  the 
ropk  in  the  wilderness,  which  flowed  with  the  welcome 
stream  when  tCMiched  by  the  rod  of  Moses.  The  present 
supply  which  the.  commons  granted  for  the  subsistence  of 
the  Hanoverian  army  was,  in  pursuance  of  a  message  from 
his  majesty,  conununica\ed  to  the  house  by  Mr.  Secretary 
Pitt^  signifying,  that  the  l^ing  had  ordered  his  electoral  army 
to  be  put  again  in  motion,  that  it  might  act  with  vigour 
against  the  common  enemy,  in  concert  with  his  good  brother 
and  ally,  the  king  of  Prussia ;  that  the  exhausted  and  ruin- 
ed state  of  the  electorate  having  rendered  it  incapable  of 
maintaining  that  army,  until  the  further  necessary  charge 
>  thereof)  as  well  as/the  more  particular  measures  then  con 
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ccrtiag  tar  the  efiecmat  support  of  bU  Fmssiati  tmjmty^ 
could  be  laid  before  the  house,  the  king,  relyi^g^cm  tlfiexoi^ 
stant  zeal  of  his  faithful  comfnoos  for  di«  suppott  of  A& 
protestant  religion,  and  of  the  Itbertiea  of  Emtope  aigamt 
the  dangerous  designs  of  France  and  her  coitfederales, 
found  himself,  in  the  mean  time,  under  the, absolutes ne^eis-' 
sity  of  recommending  to  the  house  the,  speedy  coitoideratioi» 
of  such  ft  present  supply  as  mi^t  enabk  his  majestjr,  m 
diis  critical  conjuncture,  to  subsist  a»d  keep  together  the 
said  army.  This  address  was  no  sooner  recited  hy  tlie 
spesiker,  than  it  was  unanimously  referred  to  the  Gonias&ttee 
of  supply,  who  gratified  his  m^esty's  wish  with  an  imnK^ 
diate  resolution ;  and,  considering  their  getierotte  cUspon^ 
tion,  doubtless  the  same  compliance  would  have  appeafedv 
even  though  no  mention  had  been  made  of  the  protei^tant 
$  religion,  which,  to  men  of  ordinary  penetration,  s^peaised  to 
have  no  natural  concern  in  the  present  dispute  between  tiie 
belligerent  powers,  although  former,  ministers  had  eltsif 
violently  introduced  it  into  messages  and  speeches  from  thd 
throne,  in  order  to  dazzle  the  eyes  of  the  populaee,  even 
while  they  insulted  the  understanding  of  those  who.  w^re 
capable  of  exercising  their  own  reason.  '^Ji^his  pretext  was 
worn  so  threadbare,  that,  among  the  sensible  part  of  man* 
kind,  it  could  no  longer  be  used  without  incurrti^g  contempt 
and  ridicule.  In  order  to  persuade  mankind:  that  the  pro* 
testant  religion  was  in  danger,  it  would  have  been*  necessary 
to  specify  the  designs  that  were  formed  against  it,  as  wett 
as  the  nature  of  the  conspiracy,  and  ta  descend  to-pandctt" 
lars,  properly  authenticated.  In  that  case,  great  part  of 
Europe  would  have  been  jusdy  alarmed*  The  states  gene* 
ral  of  the  United  Provinces.,  who  hav«  made  such  glorious 
and  indefatigable  efforts  in  support  of  the  protestant  rM^ 
gion,  would  surely  have  lent  an-helping  hand-t)(^wards  its 
preservation.  The  Danes  would  *\iot  have  stood  tamely 
neutral,  and  seen  the  religion  they  profess^  exposed  to  the 
rage  of  such  a  powerful  confederacy.  It  is  not  to  be  ima-> 
gined  that  the  Swedes,  who  have  so  zealously  -niiSHntained 
the  purity  of  the  protestant  faith,vwo*ild  now  join  an  asso** 
ciation  whose  aim  was  the  ruin  of  that  religion,  it  is  not 
credible  that  even  the  Hungarians,  who^  profess  the*  $aa» 
faith,  and  other  protestant  states  o£  the  empire,  w<»uld  enter 


M  hwt^Y  vM  tfie  teereflta  irf  4hose  who  were  bent  upon 
ifei-ci^^flliiiuetioo ;  or  that,  the  Russians  would  contribute  to 
Aa  stggrMdMMSBQ^ilt  of  the  embolic  faith  and  discipline,  so 
tififmMx  lo  that  of  iIim  Greek  church,  which  they  espouse. 
A^^i^tfo^  BO  particular  of  such  a  design  was  explained, 
;»oacJt  of  opp«e$8ioa  tpwards  any  protestant  state  or  society 
peinfiul  ^Htt,  except  those  that  were  exercised  by  the'  protest* 
liote  thesiaelveai  and  as  the  court  of  Vienna  repeatedly 
iUsfti^^Wied  a»y  such  diesign,  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  tboe 
^mfK^vk^wsid  part  of  mankind  will  be  apt  to  conclude  that 
ths  cry  of  religion  was  used,  as  in  former  times,  to  arouse, 
siwm^  jaod  in^ame  t  ^lo-r  did  the  artifice  prove  alto^tber 
mxmm^wd^  Notmthstanding  the  general  lukewarmth  of 
ibe  age  in  matters  of  religion^  it  produced  considerable 
sSkoXi  among  the  ftki»tic  sectaries  that  swarm  through  the 
kisi^om  of  £i^laiiil*  The  leaders  of  those  blind  enthusi- 
asUj,  eaiber  a^uttted  by  ihe  spirit  of  delusion,  or  desirous 
of  jne(^mmend«iig  themaelves  to  the  protection  of  the  higher 
IMweiEi  immediately  seized  the  hint,  expatiating  vehemently 
0Mili»  danger  that  tmfiended  over  God's  people ;  and  ex- 
efiiiig.jill  their  £»cultiea  to  impress  the  belief  of  a  teligiou^ 
wjii^iwhich  never  fails  to  exasperate  and  impel  the  minds 
Df  mep  to  such  deeds  of  cruelty  and  revenge  as  must  dis<^" 
credit  ail  rMigioo,  and  even  disgrace  humanity.  The  sig- 
nal trust  and  confidence  which  the  parliament  of  £ngland 
reposed  in  the  itit^,  at  this  juncture,  was  in  nothing  more 
con^i^noos  than-  m  leaving  to  the  crown  the  unlimited 
application  of  the  aum  granted  for  augmenting  the  salaries^ 
pf  the  judges*  In  the  reign  of  king  William,  when  the  act 
of  seitkm^it  was  passed,  the  parliament,  jealous  of  the 
iofliieace  which  the  crown  might  acquire  over  the  judges, 
|M:»vided,  by  an  express  ,c)ause  of  that  act,  that  the  com- 
missions of  the  judges  should  subsist  quam  diu  $e  bene  ges- 
0erinU  9LfA  thait  Jdieir  salaries  should  be  established  *  but 
now  w^  fiiid.a  s^m  s^i  money  granted  for  the  augmentatiqn 
of  their  salaries,  and  the  crown  vested  v^ith  a  discretionary 
power  to  proportion  and  apply  this  augmentation :  a*  stretch 
Qi  complaisance,  which  bow  safe  soever  it  may  appear 
during  the  reign  of  a  prince  famed  for  integrity  and  moder- 
ation, will  perhaps  one  day  be  considered  as  a  very 
dangerous  accession  to  the  prerogative. 
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§  XXXIIL  So  fully  persuaded  were  die  mittastrf,  that 
the  commons  would  cheerfully  enable  them  to  pay  what 
subsidies  they  might  promise  to  their  German  aUies,  dntt 
OD  the  eleventh  of  April  they  coi^cluded  a  isew  tnealjr  of 
convention  with  his  Prussian  majesty,  which,  that  it  might 
have  the  firmer  consistence,  and  the  greater  autliority,  was, 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  transacted  and  signed  by 
almost  all  the  privy  counsellors  who*  had  any  share  in  Ae 
administration.^  This  treaty,  whkh  was  signed  at  West- 
minster,  imported,  ^^  That  the  contracting  powers  baviog 
^^  mutually  resolved  to  continue  their  efforts  for  their  reci- 
^*  procal  defence  and  security,  for  the  recovery  of  their  pos*- 
^  sessions,  the  protection  of  their  allies,  and  the'  support  of 
^^  the  liberties  of  the  Germanic  body,  his  Britannic  majesty 
**  had,  from  these  considerations,  determiAed  to  grant  to  hk% 
**  Prussian  majesty  an  immediate  succour  in  money,  as  being 
^^  the  most  ready  and  the  most  efficacious ;  and  their  majesty's 
^  having  judged  it  proper  that  thereupon  a  convention  should 
be  made,  for  declaring  and  fixing  their  intenticms  upcm  dMS 
head,  they  had  nominated  and  authorized  their  resptfUiwe 
^^  ministers,  who,  after  having  communicated  their  full  pew* 
^*  ers  to  one  anodier,  agreed  to  the  following  stipulatirantJi 
^^  The  king  of  Great  Britain  engaged  to  pay  ift^the  city  of 
^^  London,  to  such  persons  as  should  be  -  sHt^onzed  to 
^^  receive  k  by  his  Prussian  majestyy  the  sum  of  four  mil* 
^^  lions  of  German  crowns,  amounting  to  six  hundred  and 
^*  seventy  thousand  pounds  sterling,  to  be  paid  at  once,  and 
^  in  one  whole  sum,  immediately  after  the  exchange  of  rati- 
^^  fications,  upon  being  demanded  by  his  Prussian  majesty* 
**  This  prince,  on  his  part,  obliged  himfSi^.lf  to  apply  that  sum 
*'*'  to  the  maintaining  and  augmenting  hib  farces,  which  should 
*'*'  act  in  the  best  manner  for  the  good  of  the  common  cause, 
and  for  the  purpose  of  reciprocal ^defenceand  mutual  secu* 
rity,  proposed  by  their  said  majesttes.  Moreover  the  high 
^*  contracting  parties  engaged  not  to  conelude  any  treaty  of 

h  Thtte  vere,  rir  liobcrt  Henleyi  lord,ke«p^  of  Uie  gi««ti^  s  jQbn,  e^  of 

Granville,  presicleitt  ofthe  couneil :  'Thomas  Holies,  duke  of  Newcastle,  ^hit  com- 
miasioi^r  ofthe  treasury ;  Robert,  earl  of  Holdepneas,  one  oftKe  principal  secreta- 
ries of  Blate;  li'hiUp,  ^rlof^ardwicke^ancl  William  Pitt,  esq  another  of  the  prpn- 
(ft\}A\  secretaries  of  state.  In  the  ftame  and  on  the  pan  of  hrs  Prassian  majesty,  the 
Sieurs  Dado  Henry,  haron  of  Ki»yphaa«eaj4  his  |«4vy  counsellor  of  emlMuqr^and 
miniver  plenipotentiury  at  the  court  of  Loudon;  and  Louis  JMic&el,  his  resiaent  and 
cluu*ge  d  al^ires.  -r 
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*^  pe^i^  try^e^  or  aeotmlityi^  aor  ^7  o^er  sort;  of  cpaventid^ 
^  or  agreeoient^Mritb  thfte  powi^s  engagedin  the  present  Witttr^ 
-V  bul  in  cqsfecert  and  by  nnitual  agreement,  wherem  botH 
^^  8bcMiki.be,nominuUy  comprehended.  Finally,  it  was  8tipu* 
^'  lated  that  tht&  coniEieation  should  be  rati&ed,and  the  ratifir 
^^  €Hti0OS  ex^ba,n§^d.  on  both  sides, /within  the  term  of  six 
^^  weeks,  tx>  be  computed  from  the  day  of  signing  ithis  present 
"  convention,  orv^ooaer,  if  possible.'^ 

$  XXXIV.  AU  the  resolutions  to  which  the  committee 
of  ways  ftiod  means  agreed  were  executed  by  bills,  prxlauses 
m  bills,  which  afterwards  received  the  royal  sanction*  The 
HJaailitia  still. «onl.i{iii<^  to  be  an  object  of  parliamentary  care 
^amd  atfientton^  but  the  institution  w^as.not  yet  heartily  em- 
tiraced,  because  seemingly  dis<;ountenanced  by  the  remnant 
of  the  old  ministry^  which  still  msuntained  a  capital  place 
in*  the  late  coalition,  and  indeed  almost  wholly  engrossed 
the  distribution  of.  pensions  and  pUices*  The  commons 
having  presented  an  address  to  his  majesty,  with  respect  to 
llie  harbour  of  Milford  haven,  a  book  of  plans  and  esti- 
mates for  fortifying  that  harbour  was  laid  before  the  house, 
aiul  a  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  particulars. 
They  were  of  opinion  that  the  mouth  of  the  harbour  was 
too  wide  to  admit  of  any  fortification,  or  eiFectual  defence  1 
but  that  the  passage  called  Nailand  Point,  lying  higher  than 
Uubberstone  road,  might  be  fortified,  so  as  to  afford  safe 
riding  and  protection  u>  the  trade  and  nav}^  of  Great  Bri- 
tain :  that,  if  it  should  be  thought  proper  h^eafter  to  estab- 
lish a  yard  and  dock  for  building  and  equipping  fleets  at 
Milford,  no  place  could,  from  the  situation,  nature,  soil, 
and  a  general  concurrence  of  all  necessary  local  circumi- 
stances,  be  more  fitted  for  such  a  design ;  that  if  a  proper 
use  were  made  of  this  valuable  though  long  neglected  har- 
bour, the  distressful  delays  too  often  embarrassing  and 
disappointing  the  nation  in  hei;  naval  operations,  might  be, 
in  a  great  measure  happily  removed,  to  the  infinite  relief 
and  enlargement  of  the  kingdom  in  the  means  of  improving 
its  naval  forct; ;  the  necessary  progress  and  free  execution 
of  which  was  now  so  unhappily  and  frequendy  restrained 
and  frustrated,  by  the  want  of  a  harbour  like  that  of  Mil- 
ford haven,  framed  by  nature  with  such  local  advantages. 
.This  report  appeared  to  be  so  well  supported  by  evidence, 
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that  a  bUl  was  framed,  and  pafaed  mto  aa  act,  iar  grmtm^ 
teft  thottsaiid  potuids  towards  canying  oo  the  works  for 
fortifying  and  securing  tke  harbour  of  MUford  in  the 
county  of  Pambroke.  Other  laws  of  natioiml  coiisequeace 
were  ewcted^  in  the  course  of  this  sesstos,*  wkh  litde  or 
no  opposition.  On  the  vtry  first  day  of  their  sitting,  the 
coaftmons  received  a  petition  from  the  mayor,  maf^strates, 
merchants,  and  inhabitants  of  Liverpool,  compiaintng  dF 
the  bi|;h  price  of  wheat,  and  other  grains  expressing  their 
apprehension  that  it  would  contiimxe  to  Hse,  ut^ss  th^ 
time  for  the  importation  of  foreign  com,  duty  free,  should 
be  prolonged,  or  some  other  salutary  measure  -tnken  by 
pnriiament^  to  prevent  dealers  from  engrossiog  com ;  sut^ 
mitting  to  the  wisdom  ^  the  house  a  total  prohtbitiim  of 
distUling  and  exporting  grain  while  the  high  price  should 
continue ;  praying  they  would  take  the  |»-emises  into  con- 
sideration,  and  grant  a  seasonable  relief  to  the  petitioners^ 
by  a  continuance  of  a  free  importatioo,  and  taking  such 
othf r  effectual  means  to  reduce  the  growing  price  of  com 
as  to  them  should  seem  necessary  and  expedient*  This 
being  an  urgent  case,  that  equally  interested  the  humanity 
of  the  legislature  and  die  manufsctures  of  the  kingdom,  it 
was  deliberated  upon,  and  discussed  with  remarkable  dcs* 
patch*  In  a  few  days  a  bill  was  prepared,  passed  dupough 
both  houses^  and  enacted  into  a  law,  continuing  till  the 
twenty^fourth  day  of -December^,  in  the  present  year,  the 
three  acts  of  last  session ;  for  prohibiting  the  exportation 
1^  com ;  for  prohibiting  the  distillation  of  spirits ;  and  for 
allowing  the  importation  of  com,  duty  free*  A  iecond 
law  was  established,  regulating  the  >  price  and  « assize  of 
bread,  and  subjecting  to  severe  penalties  diose  who  should 
be  concerned  in  its  adut^eration«  In  consequence  of  cer^^ 
tain  resolutiotis  taken  in  a  committee  of  the  whole  house,  a 
biU  was  presented  for  prohibiting  the  payment  of  "the  bounty 
upon  the  exportation  of  corn^  unless  sold  at  a  lowdr  price 
than  is  allowed  in  an  act  passed  in  the  iirsi  year  of  the 
reign  of  William  and  Mary:  but  this  bill,  after  having 
been  read  a  second  time,  and  committed,  was  neglected, 
and  proved  abortive* 

$  XXXV.  In  comeq^nce  of  a  motion  made  by  Mr« 
prenvilie,  a  humane  hfill  was  prepared  and  brpught  in  for 
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tH«  e!»^wi^tefil«at  of  f  te^Mnw  «9ipl^0d  in  ^  i^i^yal  nvir, 
e«c»Uii9bilig  a  |-«gufair  mie«hqd  for  the  punctuai,  frequent, 
and  ^certiua  payipem  of  ^ir  wage9i  eAuUiog  ^em  move 
easily  and  readily  to  rewmt  atoney  for  the  support  of  their 
wives  and  families,  and  prey eutiiig  the  frauds  and  abuses 
attending  s^h  pi^nyients.  Thi»  biil,  having  passed  the 
lover  house,  engc^ed  iu  a' very  particular  manner  the 
atteution  of  the  Uird9,  who,  by  divers  messages  to  the 
house  of  commons,  desired  the  attendeuce  of  several  meaw 
bers.  These  messages  being  taken  into  consideration,  sev- 
eral precedents  were  recited:  a  debate  atose  about  their 
formality,  and  the  house  unanimously  resolved  that  a  mes** 
sage  should  be  sent  to  tbc'lorcb,  acquainting  them  th^t  the 
house  of  commons,  not  being  sufficiently  informed  by  their 
messages  upon  what  grounds,  or  foi!  whaf  purposes,  their 
lordships  desired  the  house  would  ^ve  leave  to  such  of 
their  members  as  were  named  in  the  said  messages  to 
attend  the  house  of  lords,  hi  order  to  be  examiued  upon 
the  second  reading  of  the  bill,  the  commons  hoped  their 
Wdships  would  make  them  acquainted  with  their  intenlion* 
The  lords,  in  an^er  to  this  intia&ation^  gave  the  commons 
to  understand,  that  they  desired  the  attendance  of  the  mem- 
bers menti^oied  in  th/eir  messages,  thtit  they  might  be  exam*^ 
ined  as  witnesses  upon  the  second  reading  of  the  bilU  Thia 
explanation  beiog  deemed  satisfi^ctory^  the  members  attend- 
ed the  hou9e  ot  lords,  where  they  were  carefully  and  fidly 
examined,  as  persons  conversant  in  sea  affairs,  touching  the 
inconveniences  which  had  formerly  attended  thi?  sea  service, 
as  well  as  the*remedies  noW  proposed :  and  ^e  bill  haviog 
passed  tbrough.their  house,  though  not  withoujt  wurm  oppo- 
sition, was  enacted  into  a  law  by  his  maje^'s  assent.  The 
militia  act,  as  it  passed  in  the  last  session,  being  found- upon 
trial  defective,  Mn  Townshend  moved  for  leave  to  bring  i^ 
a  new  bill,  to  explain,  amend,  and  enforce  it:  this  wa9  ac- 
cordingly -allowed,  prepared,  and  pastied  in»to  a  law ;  though 
it  did  not  s^em  altogether  free  from  material  ol]JQction9, 
some  of  which  Were  of  an  alarming  o«ikture*  The  powder 
vested  by  law  in  the  crown  over  the  militia,  is  even  mpr^ 
independent  than  that  which  it  exey^ises  over  the  staoding 
army;  for  this  last  expires  at  tb^  end  df  the  yisar,  if  OQt 
continued  by  ^  new  act  of  parlkm^ot;  whereas  thamiy^tjn 
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18  >«uligect;ed  to  the  power  of  tile  etomn  for  the  term  of  five- 
years,  during  which  it  may  be  called  out  iiito  actual  service 
wkhout  consent  of  parliament^  and  consequently  employed 
for  sinister  purposes.  A  commission  officer  in  the  militia 
may  be  detained,  as  subject  to  the  articles  of  war,  until  the 
crown  shall  allow  the  militia  to  return  to* their  respective 
parilhes ;  and  thus  engaged,  he  is  liable  to  death  as  a  mutir 
necr,  or  deserter,  should  he  refuse  to  appear  in  arms,  and 
fight  in  support  of  the  worst  measures  olF  the  worst  minis* 
ten  Several  merchants  and  manufacturers  of .  silk  offered 
a  petition-,  representing,  that  m  consequence  of  the  act 
passed  in  the  kst  session,  allowing  the  importation  of  fine 
organzine  Italian  thrown  silk  till  the  first  day  of  Decem- 
ber, in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty* 
seveny  they  had  given  orders  to  tbevr  correspondents  abroad 
to  send  large  quantities  of  such  silk  through  Germany  to 
Hamburgh  and  Holland,  which,  in  the  common  course  of 
things  might  probably  have  arrived  in  London  before  the 
act  expired,  if  their  carriage  had  not  been  protracted  by 
the  great  rains  and  inundations  in  Italy  and  Germany,  iir 
the  months  of  August  and  September  last,  which  rendered 
the  roads  for  many  weeks  impassable :  that  from  unlucky 
accidents  on  shore,  and  storms  and  contrary  winds  after 
the  silk  was  shipped,  it  -  could  not  possibly  arrive  within 
the  time  limited  by  the  act ;  and  unless  it  should  be 
admitted  to  an  entry,  they,  the  petitioners,  would  be  great 
sufferers,  the  mamifactUFes  greatly  prejudiced,  and  the 
good  end  and  purpose  of  the  act  in  a  great  measure  frus- 
trated :  they  therefore  prayed  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
allowing  the  introduction  of  all  such  fine  Italian  organzined 
silk  as  should  appear  to  have  been  shipped"^  in  Holland  and 
Hamburgh  for  London,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
December*  The  petition  being  referred  to  a  committee, 
which  reported  that  these  allegations  were  trtie,  the  house 
complied  with  their  request,  and  the  biU  having  passed, 
was  enacted  into  a  law  in  the  usual  form.  A  speedy 
passage  was  likewise  .granted^  to  the  mutiny  bill,  and  Ae 
other  annual  measure  for  regulating  the  marine  forces, 
which  contained  nothing  new  or  extraordinary.  A  com- 
mittee being  appointed  to  inquire  what  laws  were  already 
expired,  or  near  expiring,  they  performed  this  difficult  task 


With  ii»de£atigafajte  patience  suid  persinreraoce ;  and^  in  por- 
auance  of  thdi"  resolutions^  three  twHsw^e^  prepared  and 
passed  into  laws,  eontinutng  «onte  acts  Sot  a  cerifda  timev 
and  rendering  others  perpetnak^ 

§  XXXVI.  The  lord  mayor,  atdermen,  and  commons 
of  the  city  of  London,  in  common  conncil  assembled^  having 
drawn  up- 'a  petition  to  the  house  of  commons,  alleging  that 
^e  toll  upon  loaded  vessels  or  other  craft,  passing  through 
the  arches  of  London  bridge,  granted  by  a  former  act^ 
passed  in  the  year  one  diousaiid-  seven  hundred  and  fifty, 
for  improving,  widening,  and  enlarging  the  passage  both 
under  and  over  the  said  bridge,  was  altogether  precarious 
and  insufficient  to  defray  die  expense,  includiiig  that  of  a 
temporary  wooden  bridge  already  erected;  and  praying 
that  a  bill  might  be  prepared,  for  explaining  and  rendering 
that  act  eiFectual;  a  committee  was  appointed  to  examine 
the  contents,  and  a  bill  brought  in  according  to  their 
request.  This,  however,  was  opposed  by  a  petition  from 
seteral  persons,  owners  of  barges,  and  other  craft  navigating 
the  river  Thames,  who  affirmed,  that  if  the  bill  should  pass 
mto  a  law  as  it  then  stood^  it  would  be  extremely  injurious 
to  the  petitioners  in  particular,  and  to  the  public  in  general. 
These  wore  heard  by  their  counsel  before  the  comrliittee^ 
but  no  report  was  yet  given,  when  the  temporary  bridge 

• 

i  Antony  tiMMe  renderetl  perpetual^  we  find  an  act  ot  the  13th  and  I4di  of 
Charles  II.  tor  preventing  theft  and  rapine.  An  act  of  the  9th  of  George  I. 
for  pattishihg  persons  going  armed  in  di^fuise.  A  clause  in  the  act  of  the  sixth 
of  George  11.  to  prevent  the  breaking  do^ri^  the  bank  of  auj  river;  ami  anothe/ 
clause  in  the  said  act,  to  prevent  the  treacherous  cutting  of  hopbinds.  Seve- 
cbI  olanues  in  an  act  of  the  lOth  of  George  II.  for  punishiug  persons  setting  on  fire 
any  mine,  &c.  The  temporary  part  of  the  act  of  the  i2()th  of  George  II.  for 
takiDg  away  the  hereditary  jurisdictions  of  Scotland,  relating  to  the  power  of 
appealing  to  circuit  .courts.  Those  cootimied  were,  1.  An  act  of  the  12th 
George  If.  for  eranting  liberty  to  carry  sugars,  8cc.  until  the  twenty -ninth  of 
September,  in  the  year  0tte  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-lour,  and  to  the 
end  of  the  next  session  of  parliament.  II.  An  act  of  the  5th  of  Gcoi*g;c  II.  to 
prevent  frauds  by  bankrupts,  &o.  for  the  same  period.  III.  An  act  ofjthe  8th 
of  George  11.  tor  encouraging  the  importation  oi  naval  stores,  &cc.  for  the  same 
period.  IV.  An  act  of  the  19th  of  George  U.  for  preventing  frauds  in  the 
admeasurement  of  coals,  See.  until  June  24,  1759;  and  to  this  was  added,  a 
perpetual  elause  for  preventing  the,  stealing  or  destroying  of  madder  roots. 
V.  An  act  of  the  9th  of  George  II.  for  encouraging  the  manufacture  of  6ri- 
tiab  sail  cloth  until  the  twenty-nmth  of  September,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  sixty -four.  VI.  An  act  of  the  4th  of  George  II.  granting  an  nilowance 
upon  llritish  made  gunpowder,  for  the  same  period.  VIl.  An  act  of  the  6lh 
ot  Geoi^  II.  for  encouraging  the  trade  of  the  sugar  colonics,  until  the  twen- 
ty-ninth of  September,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  an<I  sixty-one.  And,  Vllf. 
so  much  of.Uie  act  of  the  tSth  and  tfith  of  (ifeorge  II.  to  empower  tjie  im- 
porters.of  rum,  &c.  as  i>elates  to  landing  it  before  the  {myraent  of  duties, 
tmtil  the  ^th  of  September,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-four. 
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was  redu^sed  to  jsthes.  'fhcn  tke  nnyor,  aldemen,  qguI 
commoBft  of  London,  preifraled  «0ollier  petitioB,  Al^^fl^gf 
that,  io  ptttsiumce  oi  ihe  povora  vested  in  them  by  act  of 
parliament,  they  had  already  deoudished  a  good  number 
,of  the  hontes  on  London  bridge,  and  directed  the  re^t  that 
were  standing  to  be  taken  do¥m  with  all  conveniAt  expe* 
ditkm^  that  twoof  the  arches  might  be  lidd  int^  one  for  tdie 
improvement  of  the  navigation ;  that  they  had,  at  a  verjr 
great  expense,  erected  a  temporary  wooden  tnidge,  to  pre* 
serve  a  public  passage  to  and  from  dM  city,  until  the  great 
arch  shonld  be  finished,  which  temporary  bridge  being  cmi« 
sumed  by  fire,  th^  must  rebuild  it  with  the  greatest  expe^* 
dition,  at  a  further  considerable  expense;  that  the  sum 
necessary  for  carrying  on  and  comf^ting  this  great  and 
useful  work,  including  the  rebuilding  of  the  said  temporary 
bridge,  was  estimated  at  fourscore  thousand  pounds ;  and 
as  the  improving,  widening,  and  enlarging  London  bridge, 
was  talculated  for  the  general  good  of  the  public,  for  the 
advancement  of  trade  and  commerce,  and  for  making  the 
navigation  upon  the  river  Thames  more  safe  and  secure; 
they,  therefore,  prayed  the  house  to  take  the  premises  into 
consideration.  This  petition  being  recommended  by  his 
majesty  to  the  consideration  of  the  house,  was  referred  to 
the  committee  of  supply,  and  produced  the  resolution  of 
granting  fifteen  thousand  pounds  towards  the  rebuilding  of 
London  bridge.  A  bill  was  prepared,*under  the  title  of  an 
act  to  improve,  widen,  and  enlarge  the  passage  over  and 
through  London  bridge,  enforcing  the  payment  of  the  toll 
imposed  upon  loaded  vessels,  which  had  been  found  ex- 
tremely burdensome  to  trade;  but  this  incumbrcmce  was 
prevented  by  another  petition  of  several  merchants,  trades- 
men, and  other  inhabitants  of  the  borough  of  Southwark, 
taking  notice  of  the  fifteen  thousand  pounds  granted  towards 
the  repair  of  London  bridge,  and,  as  they  were  informed, 
intended  to  make  the  said  bridge  free  for  all  his  majesty's 
subjects :  they  said  they  hoped  to  partake  of  this  public 
bounty ;  hut  afterwards  hearing  that  the  bill  then  dependmg 
was  confined  to  the  tolls  formerly  granted  for  repairing  the 
said  bridge,  they  represented  the  hardships  which  they  and 
all  traders  would  continue  to  labour  under ;  they  alleged, 
that  the  survej'ors  and  workmen,  then  employed  u^oa  this 
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work,  bid  dMfz^vcrtd  the  tfu^  ^rifidftet  od  wbi<h  the 
bridge:  was  built;  thatthe  foutidatkm  of  the  pieift  <^c»iMsted 
of  hard  durable  stone,  well  eettteiited  together,  and  notf  as 
strong^'and  firm<  as  when  first  built;  that  when  the  bridge^ 
should  be  finished,  (great  savings  would  be  made  In  keeping 
it  in  rep^r,  from  the  sums  formerly  expended,  on  a  mi«« 
taken  opinion,  that  the  foundation  was  of  wood :  that  there 
were  very  consideraUe  estates  appointed  solely  for  the 
Impairs  of  the  bridge,  which,  they  apprehended,  would  be 
sufficient  to  maintain  it  without  any  toU;  or  if  they  should 
not  be^^ought  adequate  to  that  purpose,  they  hoped  the 
deficiency  would  not'  be  made  up  by  a  toll  upon  trade  and 
commerce,  but  rather  by  an  imposition  on  coaches^  chariots^ 
chaises,  and  saddle  horses*  This  remonstrance  made  no 
impression  on  the  house.  The  bill  being,  on  a  motipti  of 
sir  John  Philips,  read  a  third  time,  passed  throu^  both 
liouses,  and  obtained  the  royal  assent. 

$  XXXVII.  The  interest  of  the  maaufaetures  was  a^so 
consulted  in  an  act  encouraging  the  growth  of  madder,  a 
plant  essentially  necessary  in  dying  and  printing  callicoes, 
which  may  be  raised  in  England  without  the  least  inconve* 
nience.  It  was  judged,  upon  inquiry^  that  the  most  effectual 
means'  to  encourage  the  growth  of  this  commodity  would 
be  to  ascertain  the  tithe  of  it;  and  a  bill  was -brought  iii 
for  that  purpose.  The  rate  of  the  tithe  was  established  at; 
five  shillings  an  acre ;  and  it  was  enacted,  that  this  law 
should  continue  in  force  for  fourteen,  years,  and  to  the  end 
of  the  next  session  of  parliament;  but  wherefore  this 
encouragement  was  made  temporary  it  is  not  easy  to  deter^- 
mine.  The  laws  relating  ^  the  poor,  though  equally  nume« 
rous  and  oppressive  to  the  subject,  having  been  found 
defective,  a  new  clause,  relating  to  the  settlement  of  servants 
and  apprentices,  was  now  added  to  an  act  passed  in  the 
twentieth  year  of  the  present  reign,  entitled,  ^^  An  act  for 
"the  better  adjusting  and  more  easily  recovering  of  the 
"  wages  of  certain  servants,  and  of  certain  apprentices." 
No  country  in  the  universe  can  produce  so  niany  laws  made 
in  behalf  of  the  poor  as  thqse  that  are  daily  accumulating 
in  England :  in  no  other  country  is  there  so  much  money 
raised  for  their  support,  by  private  charity,  as  well  as 
public  taxation^  yejt  this,  as  much  as  any  country  swarm$ 
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with  vtgrant  beggtrs,  and  ttem  #ith  ofcrjcite.Qf  misciy 
and  distress ;  a  sure  sign  either  of  tnisclinduGk  in  the  legis* 
lature,  or  a  shameful  rehiicattoo  in  the  executive'  part  of  the 
civil  administration* — ^The  scenes  of  corruption,  perjury, 
riot,  and  intemperance  which  every  ekctton  for  a  member 
of  parliament  had  lately  produced,  were  now  grown  so 
infamously  open  and  intolerable,  smd  the  right  of  voting 
was  rendered  so  obscure  and  perplexed  by  the  pretensions 
and  proceedings  of  ;all  th^  candidates  for  Oxfordsbire  in 
the  last  election,  that  the  fundamentals  of  the  constitution 
seemed  to  shake,  and  the  very  essence  of  parliaments  to  be 
in  danger.  Actuated  by  these  apprehensions^  sir  John 
Philips,  a  gentleman  of  Wales,  who  had  long  distinguished 
himself  in  the  opposition,  by  his  courage  and  indep«sndt:nt 
spirit,  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  that  should 
obviate  any  doubt^  which  might  arise  concerning  the 
electors  of  knights  of  the  shire  to  serve  in  parliament 
for  England,  and  further  rc;gula^  the  proceedings  of  such 
elections*  He  was  accordingly  permitted  to  bring  in  such 
a  bill,  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Townshend,  Mr.  Cornwall, 
and  lords  North  and  Carysfort ;  and  -  in  the  usual  course, 
the  bill  being  prepared,  was  enacted  into  a  law,  under  the 
title  pf,  ^^  Ah  act  for  further  explaining  the  laws  touching 
the  election  of  knights  of  the  shire  to  serve  in  parliament 
for  that  part,  of  Great  Britain  called  England.'^  The 
preamble  specified,  that  though,  by.  an  act  passed  in  the 
eighteenth  year  of  the  present  reign,  it  was  provided,  that 
no  person  might  vote  at  the  election  of  a  knighjt  or  knigt^s 
of  a  shire  within  England  and  Wales,  without  having  a  free- 
hold estate,  in  the  county  for  which  he  votes,  of  the  clear 
yearly  value  of  forty  shillings,  over  and  above  all  rents  and 
charges,  payable  out  of  or  in  respect  to  the  same ;  never- 
theless, certain  persons,  who  hold  their  estates  by  copy  of 
court  roll,  pretend  to  a  right  of  voting,  and^have,  at  certain 
times,  presumed  to  vote  at  such  elections :  this  act,  there- 
fore, ordained,  that  from  and  after  the  twenty-ninth  day  of 
June,  the  present  year,  no  person  who  holds  his  estate  by 
copy  of  court  roll  should  be  entitled  thereby  to  vote  at  the 
election  of  any  knight  or  knights  of  a  shire  within  England 
or  Wales;  but  every  such  vote  should  be  void,  and  the 
person  so  voting  should  forfeit  fifty  pounds  to  any  candidate 
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fpr  whom  suisk  irote  should.  Aot  faaye  beoi  spiv^n,.  and  wh^ 
should  first  sue  for  the  same^  to  be  recovered  with  fuU 
cost^,  by  action  of  debt,  ia  any  court  of  judicature.'^  So 
hx  the  act,  thus  procured,  may  be  attended  with  salutary 
consequences :  but,  in  all  probability,  the  intention  of  its 
first  movers  and  ^patrons  was  not  fully  answered ;  inasmuch 
as  no  provision  was  m^e  for  putting  a  Sitop  to  that  spirit 
of  licentiousness,  drunkenness,  and  debauchery,  which  pre* 
vails  at  almost  every  election,  and  has  a  very  pernicious 
e£fect  upon  the  morab  of  the  people. 

%  XXXVII(.  Among  the  bills  that  miscarried  in  the 
course  of  this  session,  isome  turned  on  points  of  great  con**' 
sequence  to  the  community^  Lord  Banrington,  Mn  Tho* 
mas  Gore,  and  Mr.  Charles  Townsheod,  were  ordered  by 
the  house  to  prepare  a  bill  for  the  speedy  and  eifectual 
recruitiiig  his  majesty's  land  forces  and  marines,  which  was 
no  more  than  a  transcript  of  the  temporary  act  passed  in 
the  preceding  session  under  the  same  title ;  but  the  majority 
were  averse  to  its  being  continued  for  another  year,  as  it 
was  attended  with  some  prejudice  to  the  liberty  of  the  sub** 
ject*  Objections  of  the  same  nature  might  have  been  as 
justly  started  against  another  bill,  for  the  more  eiFectually 
manning  of  his  majesty's  navy,  for  preventing  desertion^ 
and  for  the  relief  and  encouragement  of  seamen  belonging 
to  ships  and  vessels  in  the  iiervice  of  the  merchants*  The 
purport  of  this  project  was  to  establish  registers  or  muster 
rolls  of  all  seamen,  fishermen,  lightermen,  and  watermen ; 
obliging  shipmasters  to  leave  subscribed  lists  of  their  res- 
pective crews  at  offices  maintained  for  that  purpose,  that  a 
certain  number  of  them  might  be  chosen  by  lot  for  his 
majesty's  service,  in  any  case  of  emergency*  This  expe*- 
dient,  however,  was  rejected,  as  an  unnecessary  and  inef- 
fectual incumbrance  on  commerce,  which  would  hamper 

k  For  the  more  easy  recovery  of  this  forfeit,  it  va?  enacted,  that  t^e  plaintifF 
in  such  action  might  only  set  forth,  in  the  declaration  or  bAl,  that  the  defendant 
vas  indebted  to  him  in  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds,  alleging  the  offence  for  which  the 
ittit  should  be  broaeht,  and  that  the  defendant  had  acted  contrary  to  this  act^ 
iridtout  mentioning;  the  writ  of  sammons  to  parliament,  or  the  return  thereoff 
and,  upon  trial  of  any  issue,  the  plaintiff  should  not  be  obliged  to  prove  the  wnt  of 
summons  to  parliament,  or  the  return  thereof,  or  any  warrant  or  authority  to  the 
sberiif  upon  any  such  writ :  that  every  such  action  should  be  ^mmenced  withia 
nine  months  aft«r  the  fact  committed;  and  that,  if  the  plaintiff  should  discontinue 
his  action,  or  be  nonsuited,  or  have  judgment  given  agaiiiit  him^  th»  defeAdaot 
ffl|0uld  recover  treble  coats. 
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navigation,  and,  in  a  little  time,  diminish  the  number  qf « 
seamen,  of  consequence  act  tliametrically  opposite  to  the 
purpose  for  which  it  was  contrived* — Numberless  frauds 
having  been  committed,  and  incessant  lawsuits  produced, 
by  private  and  clandestine  conveyances,  a  motion  was  made, 
and  leave  given,  to  form  a  bill  for  the  public  registering  of 
all  deeds,  conveyances,  wills,  and  other  incumbrances,  tj^at 
might  affect  any  honours,  manors,  lands,   tenements,  and 
hereditaments,  within  the  kingdom  of  England,  wherein 
public  registers  were  not  already  appointed  by  act  of  parlia- 
ment :  but  this  measure,  so  necessary  to  the  ascertainment 
and  possession  of  property,  met  with  a  violent  opposition ; 
and  was  finally  dropped,  as  some  people  imagine,  through 
the  influence  of  those  who,  perhaps,  Wad  particular  reasons 
ifor  countenancing  the  present  mysterious  forms  of  convey- 
ancing.    Such  a  bill  must  also  have  been*  disagreeable  and 
mortifying  to  the  pride  of  those  landholders  whose  estates 
"  arc  encumbered,  because,  in  consequence  of  such  a  register, 
every  mortgage  under  which  they  laboured  would  be  exactly 
known. — ^T'he  next  object  to  which  the  house  converted  its 
attention,  was  a  bill  explaining  and  amending  a  late  act  for 
establishing  a  fish  market  in  the  city  of  Westminster,  and 
preventing^  scandalous  monopolies  of  a  few  engrossing  fish- 
mongers, who  imposed  exorbitant  prices  on  their  fish,  and 
in  this  particular  branch  of  traffic,  gave  law  to  above  six 
hundred  thousand  of  their  fellow  citizens.     Abundance  of 
paink  was  taken  to  render  this  bill  effectual,  for  putting  an 
end  to  such  flagrant   imposition.     Inquiries   were  made, 
petitions  read,  counsel  heard,  and  alterations  proposed ;  at 
length  the  bill,  having  passed  through  the  lower  house,  was 
conveyed  to  the  lords,  among  whom  it  was  suffered  to 
expire,  on  'pretence  that  there  was  not  time  sufficient  to 
deliberate  maturely  ofn  the  subject.     ' 

§  XXXIX.  The  occasion  that  produced  the  next  bill 
)vhich  miscarried  we  shall  explain,  as  an  incident  equally 
extraordinary  and  interesting.  By  an  act  passed  in  the 
preceding  session,  for  recruiting  his  majesty's  land  fprces 
and  niarines,  we  have  already  observed,  that  the  commis- 
sioners thereby  appointed  were  vested  with  a  power  of 
judging  ultimately,  whether  the  persons  brought  before  them 
were  such  as  ought,  by  the  rules  prescribed  in  the  act,  \q 
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be  impressed  itoto  the  service :  for  it  was  fcxprcssly  provi*- 
ded,  that  no  person,  so  impressed  by  those  commissioners, 
should  be  taken  out  of  his  majesty's  service  by  any  pfocesd^ 
other  than  for  some  criminal  accusation.  During  the  recesS 
of  parliament,  a  gentleman  having  been  impressed  before 
the  commissioners,  and  confined  in  the  savoy,  his  friends 
made  application  for  a  habeas  corpus,  which  produced  some 
hesitation,  and  indeed  an  insurmountable  difficulty :  for, 
according  to  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  passed  in  the  reign 
of  Charles  the  second,  this  privilege  i-elates  only  to  persons 
committed  for  criminal  or  supposed  criminal  matters,  and 
the  gentleman  did  not  stand  in  that  predicament.  Before 
the  question  could  be  determined  he  was  discharged,  in 
consequence  of  an  application  to  the  secretary  at  war ;  but 
the  nature  of  the  case  plainly  pointed  out  a  defect  in  the 
act,  seemingly  of  the  most  dangerous  consequence  to  the 
liberty  of  >the  subject.  In  order  to  remedy  this  defect,  a 
bill  for  giving  a  more  speedy  relief  to  the  subject,  upon  the 
writ  of  habeas  corpus,  was  prepared,  and  presented  to  the 
hou^e  of  commons^,  which  formed  itself  into  a  committee, 
and  made  several  amendn^ents.  It  imported,  that  the  seve- 
ral provisions  made  in  the  aforesaid  act,  passed  in  the  reign 
of  Charles  II.  for  the  awarding  of  writs  of  habeas  corpus,' 
in  cases  of  commitment  or  detainer,  for  any  criminal  or 
supposed  criminal  matter,  should,  in  like  manner,  extend  to 
all  cases  where  any  person,  not  being  committed  or  detain- 
•ed  for  any  criminal  or  suppoaed  criminal  matter,  should  be 
confined,  or  restrained  of  his  or  her  liberty,  under  any  colour 
or  pretence  whatsoever :  that,  upon  oath  made  by  such  peri- 
son  so  confined  or  restrained,  or  by  any  other  on  his  or  her 
behalf,  of  any  actual  confinement  or  restraint,  and  that  such 
confinement  or  restraint,  to-  »the  best  of  the  knowledge  and 
belief  of  the  person  so  applying.  Was  not  by  virtue  of  any 
commitment  or  detainer  for  any  criminal  or  supposed  crimi- 
nal matter,  a  habeas  cofpus,  directed  to  the  person  or  per- 
sons so  confining  or  restraining  the  party,  as  aforesaid, 
should  be  awarded  and  granted,  in  the  same  manner  as  is 
directed,  and  under  the  same  penalties  as  are  provided  by 
the  said  act,  in  the  case  of  persons  committed  and  detained 
for  any  criminal  or  supposed  criminal  matter :  that  the  per* 
son-  or  persons   before   whom  the   party  so   confined  or 
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lestfftined  should  be  brought,  by  virtue  of  any  Habeas  cor- 
pus granted  in  ^e  vacation  time,  under  the  authority  of 
this  act,  might  and  should,  within  three  days  after  the  return 
made,  proceed  to  examine  into  the  facts  contained  in  such 
return,  and  into  the  cause  of  such  confinement  and  restraint : 
and  thereupon  either  discharge,  or  bail,  or  remand  the  par- 
ties sff'brought,  as  the  case  should  require,  and  as  to  jus- 
tice should  appertain.  The  rest  of  the  bill  related  to  the 
return  of  the  writ  in  three  days,  and  the  penalties  incurred 
by  those  who  should  neglect  or  refuse  to  make  the  due 
return,  or  to  comply  with  any  other  clause  of  this  regula- 
tion. The  commons  seemed  hearty  in  rearing  up  this  addi- 
tional buttress  to  the  liberty  of  their  fellow  subjects,  and 
passed  the'  bill  with  the  most  laudable  alacrity :  but  in  the 
house  of  lords  such  a  great  number  of  objections  was  start- 
ed, that  it  sunk  at  the  second  reading,  and  the  Judges  were 
ordered  to  prepare  a  bill  for  the  same  purpose,  to  be  had 
before  that  house  in  the  next  session. 

$  XL.  His  majesty  having  recommended  the  care  of 
the  Foundlhig  hospital  to  the  house  of  commons,  which 
cheerfully  granted  forty  thousand  pounds  for  tl^  support  of 
that  charity,  the  growing  annuid  expense  of  it  appeared 
worthy  of  further  consideration,  and  leave  was  granted  to 
bring  in  a  bill,  for  obliging  all  the  parishes  of  England  ancl 
Wales  to  keep  registers  of  all  their  deaths,  births,  and  mar- 
riages, that  from  these  a  fund  might  be  raised  towards  the 
support  of  the  said  hospital.  The  bill  was  accordingly^ 
fwepared  by  a  committee  appointed  for  the  purpose ;  but 
before  the  house  could  take  the  report  into  consideration, 
the  parliament  was  prorogued.  The  proprietors  of  the  pri^ 
vateer  called  the  AntigaUicaa,  which  had  taken  a  rich 
French  ship  homeward  bound  from  China,  and  carried  her 
into  Cadiz,  where  the  Spanish  government  had  wrested  her 
by  violence  from  the  captors,  and  delivered  her  to  the 
French  owners,  now  presented  a  petition  to  the  house  of 
commons,  complaiiiing  of  -this  interpositiosi  as  an  act  of 
fartiality  and  iigustice ;  representing  the  great  expense  at 
Which  the  privateer  hadf^been.  equipped,  the  legality  of 
the  capture,  iiie  loss  an^  hardships  which  they  the  ^eti* 
tioners  had  sustained,  Tand  imploring  such  relief  as  the 
bouse  should  think  ^  requisite*     Though  these  -adleg^tions 
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vere  supported  by  a  species  of  evidence  that  seemed  strong 
and  convincing,  ahd  it  might  be  thought. incumbent  on  the 
parliament  to  vindicate  the  honour  of  the  nation,  when 
thus  insulted  by  a  foreign  power,  the  house,  upon  this  occa- 
sion, treated  the  petition  with  the  most  mortifying  neglect,, 
either  giving  little  credit  to  the  assertions  it  confllned,  of 
unwilling  to  take  any  step  which  might  at  this^^kicture 
embroil  the  nation  with  the  court  of  Spain  on  such  Irfrivo- 
.k>us  subject*  True  it  is,  the  Spanish  government  alleged, 
in  their  own  justification,  that  the  prize  was  taken  under 
the  guns  of  Corunna,  insomuch  that  the  shot  fired  by  the 
privateer  entered  that  place,  and  damaged  some  bouses : 
but  this  allegation  was  never  properly  sustained,  and  the 
prize  was  certainly  condemned  as  legal  by  tlie  court  of 
admiralty  at  Gibraltar. 

$  XLI.  As  we  have  already  given  a  detail  of  the  trial 
of  sir  John  Mordaunt,  it  will  be  unnecessary  to  recapitulate 
any  circumstance  of  tl^t  affair,  except  such'^s  relate  to  its 
connexion  with  the  proceedings  of  parliament.  In  the 
beginning  of  this  session,  lord  Barrington,  al  secretary  at 
war,  informed  the  house,  by  his  majesty's  coVnmand,  that 
lieutenant  general  sir  John  Mordaunt,  a  member  of  that 
house,  was  in  aorrest  for  disobedience  of  his  noajesty^s 
orders,  while  employed  on  the  late  expedition  to  the  coast 
of  France.  The  commons  immediately  resolved,  that  an 
address  should  be  presented  to  his  majesty,  returning  him 
the  thanks  of  this  house  for  his  gracious  message  of  that 
day,  in  the  communication  he  had  been  pleased  to  make  of' 
At  reason  for  putting  lieutenant  general  sir  John  Mordaunt 
in  arrest.  Among  the  various  objects  of  commerce  that  em- 
ployed the  attention  of  die  house,  qpe  of  the  most  consider- 
able was  the  trade  to  the  eoast  of  Africa,  for  the  protection 
of  which  an  annual  sum  had  been  granted  for  some  years, 
to  be  expended  in  the  maintenance  and  repairs  of  castles 
and  factories.  While  a  committee  was  employed  in  perusing 
the  accounts  relating  to  the  sum  granted  in  the  preceding 
session  for  this  purpose,  a  petition  from  the  committee  of 
the  African  company,  recommtipded^  in  a  message  from  his 
majesty,  was  presented  to  thd^^sCj^..  soliciting  further 
assistance  for  the  ensuing  yea^f^g  ^he> jnean  time,  a 
remonstrance  was  offered  by  certatn  Smj^srs  ^K&d  fnercbants^ 
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tntcmted    in   irsiding  to   the    British    su^ar  colonies  in 
America^  alleging  that  the   prite  of  negroes  was  greatly 
advanced  since    the   forts  and  settlements  on  the  coast  .of 
Africa  had   been  under  the  direction  of  the  committee  of 
the  company  of  merchants  trading  to  that  coast ;  a  circum- 
stance chat  greatly   distressed  and  alarmed  the  petitioners, 
prevented  the  ciiltivation  of  the  British  colonies,  and  wa^ 
a  great  detriment  to  the  trade  and  navigation  of  the  king- 
dom ;    that  this    misfortune,  they  believed,  was  in  some 
measure  owing  to  the  ruinous  state  and  condition  of  the 
forts  and  settlements ;  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  most  effec- 
tual  method  for  maintaining  the  interest  of  that  trade  on  a 
respectable  footing,  next  to  that  of  an  incorporated  joint 
stock  company,  would  be  putting  those  forts  and  settlements 
under  the  sole  direction  of  thfe  commissioners  for  trade  and 
plantations  :  that  the  preservation  or  ruin  of  the  American 
sugar  colonies  went  hand  in  hand  with  that  of  the  slave 
trade  to  Africa :  that,  by  an  act  passed   in  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty,  for  extending  and  im- 
proving this  trade,  the  British  subjects  we^  debarred  from 
lodging  their  slaves  and  merchandise  in  the  forts  and  set- 
tlements on  the  coast :  they,  therefore,  prayed  that  tliis  part 
of  the  act  might  be  repealed  :  that  all  commanders  of  Bri- 
tish and  American  vessels,  free  merdiants,  and  all  other  his 
majesty's  subjects,  who  were  setded,  or  might  at  any  time  - 
thereafter  settle  in  Africa,  should  have  free  liberty,  from 
sunrise  to  sunset,  to  enter  the  forts  and  settlements,  atid  to 
deposit  their  goods  and  merchandise   in   the  warehouses 
thereunto  belonging ;  to  secure  their  slaves  or  other  pur- 
chases without  paying  any  consideration  for  the  same ;  but 
the  slaves  to  be  victualled  at  the  proper  cost  and  charge  of 
their  respective  owners.     The  house  having  taken  this  pe- 
tition into  consideration,  inquired  into  the  proceedings  of 
the  company,  and  revised  the  act  fot  extending  and  improv- 
ing the  trade  to  Africa,  resolved,  that  the  committee  of  the 
African  company  had  faithfully  discharged  the  trust  repo- 
;ied  in  them,  and  granted  ten  thousand  pounds  for  main^- 
taining  the  British  forts  and  settlements  in  that  part  of  the 
world.     The  enemy  were  perfectly  well  acquainted  with  the 
weakness  of  the  British  casdes  on  the  coast  of  Africa ;  and 
had  they  itnoWn  as  w^ll  how  to  execute  with  spirit,  as  to 
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plan  with  sagadty,  the  attempt  which,  in  the  course  of  the 

preceding  year,  they  made  upon  the  principal  British  fort 
in  Guinea,  would  have  succeeded,  and  all  the  other  settle- 
ments would  have  fallen  into  their  hands  withodt  opposition.' 
§  XLII.  The  longest  and  warmest  debate  which  was 
niaintained  in  the  course  of  this  session  arose  from  a  moltion 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  shortening  the  term  and  dura- 
tion of  future  parliaments  ;  a  measure  truly  patriotic, 
against  which  no  substantial  argument  could  be  produced, 
although  the  motion  was  rejected  by  the  majority,  on  pre- 
tence, that,  whilst  the  nation  was  engaged  in  such  a  dan* 
gerous  and  expensive  war,  it  would  be  improper  to  thinlc 
of  introducing  such  an  alteration  in  the  form  of  govern- 
ment. Reasons  of  equal  strength  and  solidity  will  never  be 
wanting  to  the  patrons  and  ministers  of  corruption  and  vena- 
lity. The  alteration  proposed  was  nothing  less  than  remo- 
ving and  annulling  an  encroachment  which  had  been  made 
on  the  constitution  :  it  might  have  been  effected  with- 
out the  least  pang  or  convulsion,  to  the  general  satisfaction 
of  the  nation :  far  from  being  unreasonable  at  this  junction, 
it  would  have  enhanced  the  national  reputation  abroad,  and 

'  rendered  the  war  more  formidable  to  the  enemies  of  Great 

Britain,  by  convincing  them  that  it  was  supported  by  a 

/  ministry  and  parliament,  who  stood  upon  such  good  terms 

with  the  people.  Indeed  a  quick  Succession  of  parliaments 
i  might  have  disconcerted,  and  perhaps  expelled  that  spirit 
of  confidence  and  generosity  which  now  so  remarkably 
espoused  and  gratified  the  sovereign's  predilection  for  the 
interest  of  Hanover.  Other  committees  were  established, 
to  inquire  into  the  expense  incurred  by  new  lines  and  for- 

I  Robert  Hunter  Morris  repretented,  in  a  petition  to  the  house,  that  as  no 
salt  was  mibde  in  the  British  colonies  in  America^  they  were  obliged  to  depend 
upon  a  precarious  supply  of  that  commodity  from  foreigners ;  he,  therefore,  ofl^r- 
ed  to  undertake  .the  making  of  mwine  salt  at  a  moderate  price  in  one  of  those  co- 
lonies, at  his  own  risk  and  charge,  provided  he  could  be  secured  in  the  enjoyment 
of  the  profits  which  the  work  might  produce,  for  such  a  term  of  years  as  might 
9eem  to  the  house  a  proper  and  adequate  compensation  for  so  great  an  undertak- 
ing. The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the'table  ;  afterwards  read,  and  refer- 
i«d  to  a  committee,  which,  however,  made  no  report.— >A  ctrcumstanee  not  easily 
accounted  for,  unless  we  suppose  the  house  of  commons  were  of  bpinion,  that  such 
an  enterprise  might  contribute  towards  rendering  our  colonies  too  independent  of 
their  mother  country.  Eaually  unaccountable  was  the  miscarriage  of  another  bill, 
brought  in  for  regulating  the  manner  of  licensing  alehouses,  ..which  was  read  for  the 
first  time ;  bat  when  a  motion  was  made  for  a  second  reading,  the  question  wa^ 
pot,  and  it  pa8flei|  in  the  negative.  .^ 
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tifications  raised  at  Gibraltar ;  to  ezamjiie  the  original  stand* 
ards  of  weights  and  measures  used  in  England;  consider 
the  laws  relating  to  them,  and  report  their  observations^ 
together  with  their  opinion  of  the  most  effectual  means  foif 
ascertaining  and  enforcing  uniform  standards  to  be  used 
for  the  future*     The  commons  were  perfectly  satisfied  witk 
the  new  works  which  had  been  raised  at  Gibraltar ;  and  with 
respect  to  the  weights  and  measures,  the  committee  agreed 
to  certain  resolutions,  but  no  further  progress  was  made  in 
this  inquir}',  except  an  order  for  printing  these  resolutions, 
with  the  appendix ;  however,  as  the  boxes  containing  the 
standards  were  ordered  to  be  locked  up  by  the  clerk  of  the 
house,  in  all  probability  their  intention  was  to  proceed  on 
this  subject  in  some  future  session.     On  the  ninth  day  of 
June  sundry  bills  received  the  royal  assent  by  commission^ 
his  majesty  being  indisposed ;  and  on  the  twentieth  day  of 
the  same  month,  the  lords  commissioners  closed  the  session 
with   a  speech  to  both  houses,  expressing  his  majesty's 
deep  sense  of  their  loyalty  and  good  affection,  demonstra- 
ted in  their  late  proceedings,  in  their  zeal  for  his  honour 
and  real  interest  in  all  parts,  in  their  earnestness  to  sur- 
mount every  difficulty,  in  their  ardour  to  maintain  the  war 
with  the  utmost  vigour ;  proofs  which  must  convince  man; 
kind  that  the  ancient  spirit  of  the  British  nation  still  sub- 
sisted in  its  full  force.     They  were  given  to  understand  that 
the  king  had  taken  all  such  measures  as  appeared  the  most 
conducive  to  the  accomplishment  of  their  public  spirited 
views  and  wishes ;  that  with  their  assistance,  crowned  by 
the  blessing  of  God  upon  the  conduct  and  bravery  of  the 
combined  army,  his  majesty  has  been  enabled,  not  only  to 
deliver  his  dominions  in  Germany  from  the  oppressions  and 
devastations  of  the  French,  but  also  to  push  his  advantages 
on  this  side  the  Rhine ;  that  he  had  cemented  the  union 

• 

between  him  and  his  good  brother  the  king  of  Prussia,  by 
'  hew  engagements ;  that  the  British  fleets  and  armies  were 
now  actually  employed  in  such  expeditions  as  appeared 
likely  to  annoy  the  enemy  in  the  most  sensible  manner,  and 
to  promote  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  these  kingdoms ; 
in  particular,  to  preserve  the  British  rights  and  possessions 
in  America,  and  to  make  France  feel,  in  those  parts,  the 
.  real  strength  And  importance  of  Great -Britaia*.    The  com* 
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HioDs  were  thanked  for  the  ample  sujfpliea  which  they  had 
so  freely  and  uniEiniinously  given,  and  assured  on  the  part 
of  his  majes^  that  they  should  be  managed  with  the  most 
frugal  economy.  They  were  desired,  in  consequence  of 
the  king's  earnest  recommendation,  to  promote  harmony 
and  good  agreen^ent  amoiigst  his  faithful  subjects  ;  to  make 
the  people  acquainted  with  the  rectitude  and  purity  of  bis. 
intuitions  and  measures,  and  to  exert  themselves  in  main- 
taining the  peace  and  good  prder  of  the  country,  by  enfor- 
cing obedience  to  the  laws  and  lawful  authority* 

§  XLIII.  Never,  surely,  had  any  sovereign  more  reason 
to  be  pleased  with  the  conduct  of  his  ministers,  and  the 
spirit  of  hie  people.  The  whole  nation  reposed  the  most 
unbounded  confidence  in  the  courage  and  discretion,  as  well 
as  in  the  integrity  of  the  minister,  who  deemed  eager  upon 
prosecuting  the  war  with  such  vigour  and  activity  as  ap- 
peared almost  unexampled  in  the  annals  of  Great  Britain* 
New  levies  were  made,  new  ships  put  in  commission,  fresh 
expeditions  undertaken,  and  fresh  conquests  projected* 
Such  was  the  credit  of  the  administration,  that  people  sub- 
scribed to  the  government,  loans  with  surprising  eagerness* 
An  unusual  spirit  of  enterprise  and  resolution  seemed  to 
inspire  all  the  individuals  that  constituted  the  army  and 
navy:  and  the  passion  foV  military  fame  diffused  itself 
through  all  ranks  in  the  civil  department  of  life,  even  to 
the  very  dregs  of  the  populace  :  such  a  remarkable  change 
from  indolence  to  activity,  from  indifference  to  zeal,  from 
timorous  caution  to  fearless  execution,  was  effected  by  the 
^influence  and  exaniple  of  an  intelligent  and  intrepid  minis* 
ter,  who,  chagrined  at  the  inactivity  and  disgraces  of  the 
preceding  campaign,  had,  on  a  very  solemn  occasion,  lately 
declared  his  belief  that  there  was  a  determined  resolution^ 
both  in  the  naval  and  military  commanders,  against  any 
Vigorous  exertion  of  the  national  power  in  the  service  of 
the  country.  He  affirmed,  that  though  his  majesty  appeared 
ready  to  embrace  every  measure  proposed  by  his  ministers 
for  the  Konmir'afld  interest  of  his  British  dominions,  yet 
scarce  a'lhfltt  covild  be  fouiid  with  whom  the  execution  of 
sny'OQe  plan  in  which  <here  was  .the  least  appearnnce  of  any 
dangen could  with  confidence  be  trusted.  He  particularized 
the  inactivity*  of  one  general  in  North  America,  from. 
Vol.  III.  X  X  X 
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whose  abilities  and  personal  bravery  the  nation  hfld  txmn 
ceived  great  expectations :  he  complained,  that  this  nobte 
eonnnander  had  expressed  the  most  contemptuoua  disregard 
for  the  civil  power  from  which  he  derived  his  authority, 
by  negtecting  to  transmit,  for  a  considerable  length  of  time, 
any  other  advice  of  his  proceedings  but  what  appeared  oa 
a  written  scrap  of  paper :  he  observed,  that  with  a  force 
by  land  and  sea  greater  than  ever  the  nation  had  heretofore 
maintained,  with  a  king  and  ministry'  ardently  desirous  of 
redeeming  her  glory,  succouring  her  allies,  and  promoting 
her  true  interest,  a  shameful  dislike  to  the  service  every 
where  prevailed,  and  few  seemed  affected  with  any  other 
seal  than  thatt)f  aspiring  to  the  highest  posts,  and  grasping 
the   largest  salaries.     The  censure  levelled  at  the   com^ 
mapder  in  America  was  founded  on  mistake  :  the  inactivity 
of  that  noble  lord  was  not  more  disappointing  to  the  min- 
istry than  disagreeable  to  his  own  inclination*     He  used 
his  utmost  endeavours  to   answer  the  expectation  of  the 
public,  but  his  h^nds  were  efiPectually  tied  up  by  an  absolute 
impossibility  of  success,  and  his  conduct  stood  justified  in 
the  eyes  of  his  sovereign.     A  particular  and  accurate  detail 
of  his  proceedings  he  transmitted  through  a  channel,  which 
he  imagined  would  have  directly  conveyed  it  to  the  foot  of 
the  throne  ;  bur  the  packet  was  said  to  have  been  purposely 
intercepted  and  suppressed.     Perhaps  he  was  not  altogether 
excusable  for  having    corresponded  so  slightly  with  the 
secretary'  of  state ;  but  he  was  said  to  have  gone  abroad  in 
full  persuasion  that  tKe  ministry  would  be  changed,  and 
therefore  his  assiduities  were  principally  directed  to  the 
great  personage,  who,  in  that  case,  would  have  superin-* 
ti*nded  and  directed  all  the  operations  of  the  army*     All 
aorts  of  military  preparations  in  founderies,  docks,  arse-* 
nals,  raising  and  exercising  troops,  and   victualing  trans-* 
ports,  were  now  carried  on  with  such  diligence  and  despatch 
as  seemed  to  promise  an  exertion  that  would  soon  obiitefate 
the  disagreeable  remembrance  of  past  disgrace*     The  be« 
"jgioning  of  the  year  was,  howevej:,  a  little  clouded  by  a 
(general  concern  for  the  death  of  his  majesty's  thind  daugh«< 
ter,  the  princess  Caroline,  a  lady  of  Uie  n»ost  exemplary 
virtue  and  anDiahle  ahar^ct^r,  who  diedwat'tbe  age  ^of  forty- 
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$  XX<I  V.  Tbe  British  cruisers  kept  the  aea  during  alHhe 
severity  of  wintertin  order  to  protect  the  commeVce  of  the 
kio^om,  ux^d  wmoy  that  of  the  enemy.  They  exerted 
Ihexnselves  nvfth  such  activity,  and  their  vigilance  was 
attended,  with  such  success,  that  a  great  number  of  pri2e« 
were  taken,  and  the  trade,  of  France  almost  totally  extin^ 
guished.  A  very  gallant  exploit  was  achieved-  by  one  cap* 
lain  Bray^  oooaftmander  of  the  Adventure,  a  small  armed 
vessel  in  the  govermafent's  service:  falling  in  with  the 
Machault,  a  large  privateer  of  Dunkirk,  near  Dungenes^i 
he  ran  hier' aboard,  fastened  her  boltsprit  to  his  capstan,  atid^ 
after  a  warm  engagement,  compelled  her  commander  td 
submit*  A  French  frigate  of  thirty-six  guns  wat  taken  by 
fmptSkin  Parker,  in  a  new  fireship  of  inferior  force,  Div^s 
privateers  of. the  enemy  were  sunk^  biirned  or  taken,  and  a 
great  number  of  merchant  ships  fell  u^to  the  hands  of  the 
£nglish»  Nor  was  the  success  of  the  British  ships  of  waf 
confined  to  the  English  channel.  At  this  period  the  board 
of  admiralty  received,  information  from  admiral  Cotes,  in 
jfamaiita,  of  an  action  which  happenedoif  the  island  of  Hii* 
paniola,  in  the  month  of  October  of  the  preceding  yeai^ 
between  thneje  English  ships  of  war  and  1  French  sqUadron* 
Captain  Forrest,  an  officer  of  distinguished  merit  in  the 
service,  had,  in  the  ship  Augusta,  sailed  from  Port  Royal 
in  Janaaica,  accompanied  by  the  Drtiadnought  an^  Edin^- 
bttrgh,  under  the  command  of  the  captains  Sucklifig  and 
Langdon*  He  was  ordered  to  cruise  .  oiF  cape  -Fran^oisi| 
and  this  service  heJiterally  performed  in  the. face  of  fl^ 
French  aquadron  toder  Kerstn^  lately  arrived  at  thkt  pIiMSe 
from  the  coast  of  Africa.  This  commander^  pitjued  at  aed« 
•tng  hifkiflelf  thus  insulted  by  an  inferior  armament,  resolvlftt 
to  <tome  forth  and '  givie  them  battle  i  and  that  he  mi|^ 
^either  take  them,  or  at  least  drive  them  oiit  of  the  seas^  it> 
jut  to  afford  a  fr^  passage  to  a  great  numher  of  merchant 
«hipa  then  lying  at  the  cape,  bound  for  Europe,  he  took 
every  precaution  which  he  thought  necessary  to  eostfresil4- 
.icess*  He  reinforced  his  squddron  with,  sohte  storesh^ps, 
mounted  with  guas,  and  armtnl  for. the  Occasion,  and  s^jl- 
fyUedJthe.dbfickafey  mhh  c^nrplemintSy.h^  taking  on  bpard 
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^amen  from  the  merchant  ships,  and  soldiers  £rtai  ti^ 
garrison.  Thus  prepared,  he  weighed  anchor,  aad  stood* 
^out  to  sea,  having  under  his  command  four  large  ships  of 
the  line,  and  three  stout  frigates.  They  were  no  sooner 
perceived  advancing,  than  captain  Forrest  held  a  short 
council  with  his  two  captains.  ^^  Gentlemen,  (said  he)  you 
^  know  our  own  strength,  and  see  that  of  the  enemy ;  shall 
*'  we  give  them  battle  ?"  They  replying  in  the  affirmative ; 
he  added,  ^^  Then  fight  them  W£  will,  there  is  no  time  to  be 
*^  lost ;  return  to  your  ships,  and  get  them  ready  for 
^  engaging.'^'  After  this  laconic  consultation  among  these 
three  gallant  officers,  they  bore  down  upon  the  French 
squadron  without  further  hesitation,  and  between  three  and 
four  in  the  afternoon  the  action  began  with  great  impetu- 
osity. The  enemy  exerted  themselves  with  uncommoa 
spirit,  conscious  that  their  honour  was  peculiarly  at  stake, 
arid  that  they  fought  in  sight,  as  it  were,  of  their  own  coast, 
which  was  lined  with  people,  expecting  to  see  them  return 
In  triumph.  But  notwithstanding  all  their  endeavours,  their 
commodore,  after  having  sustained  a  severe  engagement, 
thlit  lasted  two  hours  and  a  half,  found  his  ship  in  such  a 
shattered  condition,  that  he  made  signal  £»r  one  of  his  frir 
gates  to  come  and  tow  him  out  of  the  line.  His  example 
was  followed  by  the  rest  of  his  squadron,  which,  by  his 
assistance,  with  the  favour  of  the  land  breeze  and  the 
approach  of  night,  made  shift  to  accomplish  their  escape 
from  the  three  British  ships,  which  were  too  much  disabled 
in  their  inasts  and  rigging  to  prosecute  their  victory.  One 
^f  the  French  squadron  was  rendered  altogether  unservice* 
i^le  for  action :  their  loss  in  men  amounted  to  three  hun^ 
tired  killed,  and  as  many  wounded ;  whereas  that  of  the 
-English  did  not  much  exceed  one-third  of  this  aumben 
"Nevertheless,  they  were  so  much  damaged,  that,  being  im- 
4ible  to  keep  the  sea,  they  returned  to  Jamaica,  and  the 
^French  commodore  seized  the  opportunity  of  sailing  with  a 
great  convoy  for  Europe.  The  courage  of  captain  Forrest 
.^tts  not  more  conspicuous  in  his  engagement  with  the 
-French  squadron  near  cape  Frangois,  than  his  conduct  and 
rsagacity  in  a^'subsequent  adventure  near  Port-au-Prince,  a 
French  harbour,  situated  at  the  bottom  of  a  bay  on  the 
western  part  of  if  ispaniola,  behind  the  $mall  island  of  Go- 
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nave.'  AferM.  de  Kei^in  haid'talten  hb  departure  from 
cape  JPrail9ois  for  Europe,  admiral  Cotes,  beatiug  up  to 
ifvmdwavd  from  Port  Royal  in  Jamaica  with  three  ships  of 
t!bt  line,  received  intelligence  that  there  was  a  French  fleet 
at  Port-au-Prince,  ready  to  sail  on  their  return  to  Europe : 
captain  Forrest  then  presented  the  admiral  with  a  plan  for 
an  sfttack  oh  this  place,  and  urged  it  earhestl)r.  This,  how- 
ever, was  declined,  and  captain  Forrest  directed  to  cruise 
off  the  island  Gonaye  for  two  days  only,  the  admiral  enjoin- 
ing him  to  return  at  the  expiration  of  the  time,  and  rejoin 
the  squadron  at  cape  Nicholas.  Accordingly,  captain  For- 
rest^ in  the  Augusta,  proceeded  up  the  bay,  between  the 
island>,Gonave  and  Hispaniola,  with  a  view  to  execute  a 
{]ten  which  he  had  himself  projected.  Next  day  in  the 
aftjennoon,  though  he  perceived  two  sloops,  he  forebore 
chasing,  that  he  might  not  risk  a  discovery  f  for  the  same 
purpose  he  hoisted  Dutch  colours,  and  disguised  his  ship 
with  tm*paultns.  At  five  in  the  afternoon  he  discovered 
seven  sail  of  ships  steering  to  the  westward,  and  hauled 
from  them, -to  avoid  suspicion;  but  at  the  approach  of 
night  gave  chase  with  all  the  sail  he  could  carry.  About 
ten  he  perceived  two  sail,  one  of  which  fired  a  gun,  and  the 
other  made  the  best  of  her  way  for  Leoganne,  another  har- 
bour in  the  bay.  At  this  period  captain  Forrest  reckoned 
eight  sail  to  leeward,  near  another  port  called  Petit  Goave  ; 
coming  up  with  the  ship  which  had  fired  the  gun,  she  sub- 
Bvitted  without  opp6sition,  after  he  had  hailed,. and  told  her 
captain  what  he  was,  produced  two  of  his  largest  cannon, 
and  threatened  to  sink  her  if  she  should  give  the  least 
alarm.  He  forthwith  shifted  the  prisoners  from  this  prize, 
and  placed  on  board  of  her  fi ve- and-thirty  of  his  own  crew, 
with  orders  to  stand  for  Petit  Goave  and  intercept  any  of 
the  fleet  that  might  attempt  to  reach- that  harbour.  Then 
he  made  sail  after  the  rest,  and  in  the  dawn  of  the  morning, 
finding  himself  in  the  middle  of  their  fleet,  he  began  to  fire  at' 
them  all  in  their  turns,  as  he  could  bring  his  guns  to  bear, 
they  returned  the  fire  for  some  time ;  at  length  the  Margue- 
|ite,  the  Solide,  and  the  lli^odore  struck  their  colours. 
Theae  being  secured,  were  afterwards  used  in  taking  the 
Mauricej  Le  Grand,  and  La  Flora ;  the  Brilliant  also  sub« 
mittod,'  and  the  Mars  made  sail,  in  hopes  of  esc£fj)ing,  but 
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the  Augatta  Coning  lip  itith  her  aboutf  nooti^  fib^  likeilpiac 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  victor.  Thas,  by  a  well  conduct* 
^d  stratagem,  a  whole  fleet  of  nine  sail' were  taken  bjr  a 
single  ship^  in  the  neighbonrhood  of  four  or  five  harbours^ 
in  any  one  of  which  they  would  h«re  found  immediate 
shelter  and  security.  The  prizes^  which  happened  to  be  richly 
laden,  were  safely  convev^d  to  Jamaica,  and  there  sold  at 
public  auction,' for  the  benefit  of  the  captori,  who  may 
safely  challenge  history  to  produce  such  another  inatanccof 
success. 

$  XLV.  The  ministry  having  determined  to  make 
vigorous  efforts  against  the  enemy  in  North  America^ 
admiral  Boscawen  was  vested  with  th%  command^  of  the 
fleet  destined  for  that  service,  and  sailed  from'  Sf*  Helens 
on  the  nineteenth  day  of  February,  when  the  InvincUde,  of 
seventy-four  guns,  one  of  the  best  ships  that  CDnstttuted 
his  squadron,  ran  aground,  and  perished;  but  her  men, 
stores,  and  artillery  were  saved.  In  the  course  of  the  sue*- 
ceeding  month,  sir  Edward  Hawke  steered  into  the  bay  of 
Biscay  with  another  squadron,  in  order  to  intercept  any  sup* 
plies  from  France  designed  for  cape  Breton  or  Canada; 
and  about  the  same  time  the  town  of  Embden,  belonging  to 
his  Prussian  majesty,  which  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy,  was  suddenly  retrieved  by  the  conduct  of  com- 
modore Holmes,  stationed  on  that  coast,  Who  sent  up  two 
of  his  small  ships  td  anchor  in  the  river  between  Knok  and 
the  city.  The  garrison,  amounting  to  three  thousand  seven 
hundred  men,  finding  themselves  thus  cut  off  from  all  com- 
munication with  the  country  belowt,  abandoned  the  place 
with  great  precipitation,  and  some  of  their  baggage  being 
sent  off  by  water,  was  taken  by  the  boats  which  the  commo* 
dore  armed  for  that  purpose.  It  was  in  the  same  month 
that  the  admiralty  received  advice  of  another  advantage  by 
tea,  which  had  been  gained  by  adnfiral  Osborne,  while  he 
cruised  between  cape  de  Gatt  and  Carthagena,  on  the  coast 
of  Spain.  On  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  March  he  fell  in 
with  a  French  squadron,  commanded  by  the  marquis  da 
Quesnv,  consisting  of  four  ships,  namely,  the  Poudroyanti 
of  eighty  guns,  the  Orphee,  of  sixty-four,  the  Oriftamnfe, 
of  fifty,  and  the  Pleiade'  frigate,  of  twenty- four,  in  their 
passage  from  Toulon  to  reinforce  M.  de  la  Clue,  wlm  had 
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for  some  time  been  blocked  up  by  admiral  Osborne  in  the 
harbour  of  C^rthagena,  The  enemy  no  s€«>ner' perceived 
the  English  squadron  than  they  dispersed,  and  steered  dif- 
ferent courses  :  then  Mr.  Osborne  detached  divers  ships  in 
pursuit  of  each,  wh^e  he  himself^  with  the  body  of  his 
fleet,  stood  off  for  the  bay  of  Carthagena,  to  watch  the 
motions  of  the  French  squadron  which  lay  there  at  anchor. 
About  seven  in  the  evening,  the  Orphee,  having  on  board 
five  hundred  men,  struck  to  captain  Stoof,  in  the  Revenge, 
who  lost  the  calf  of  one  leg  in  the  engagement,  during 
which  he  was  sustained  by  the  ships  Berwick  and  Preston. 
The  Monmouth  of  sixty-four  ^ns,  commanded  by  captain 
Gardener,  engaged  the  Fbudroyant,  one  of  the  largest  ships 
in  the  French  navy,  mounted  with  fourscore  cannon,  and 
Qontaining  eight  hundred  men,  under  the  direction  of  jthc 
marquis  du  Quesne.  The  action  was  maintained  with  great 
fury  on  both  sides,  and  the  gallant  captain  Gardener  lost  his 
life;  nevertheless  the  fight  was  continued  with  unabating 
vigour  by  his  lieutenant,  Mr.  Carkett,  and  the  Foadroyant 
disabled  in  such  a  manner,  that  her  commander  struck,  as 
soon  as  the  other  English  ships,  the  Swiftsure  and  the 
Hampton  Court,  appeared.  This  mortifying  step,  however, 
he  did  not  take  until  he  saw  his  ship  lie  like  a  wreck  upon 
the  water,  and  the  decks  covered  with  carnage.  The  Ori- 
flamme  was  driven  on  shore  under  the  castle  of  Aiglos,  by 
the  ships  Montague  and  Monarque,  commanded  by  the 
captaips  Rowley  and  Montague,  who  could  not  complete 
their  destruction  without  violating  the  neutrality  of  Spain« 
As  for  the  Pleiade  frigate,  she  made  her  escape  by  being  a 
prime  sailer.  This  was  a  severe  stroke  upon  the  enemy, 
who  not  only  lost  two  of  their  capital  ships,  but  saw  them 
added  to  the  navy  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  disaster  was 
followed  clpse  by  another,  which  they  could  not  help  feel- 
iftg  with  equal  sensibility  of  mortification  and  chagrin.  In 
the  beginning  of  April,  sir  Edward  Hawke,  steering  with 
his  squadron  into  Basque  road,  on  the  coast  of  Poictou, 
discovered,  off  the  Isle  of  Aix,  a  French  fleet  at  anchor, 
'  consistiiig  pf  five  ships  of  the  line,  with  six  frigates,  and 
forty  transports,  having  on  board  three  thousand  troops, 
and  a  large  quantity  of  stores  and  provisions  intended  as  a 
supply  for  their  settlements  in  North  America.     They  no 
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sooner  saw  the  English  admiral  advancing,  than  they  began 
to  slip  their  cables,  and  fly  in  the  utmost  confusion.  Some 
of  them  escaped  by  sea,  but  a  great  number  ran  into  shoal 
water,  where  they  could  not  be  pursued ;  and  next  morning 
they  appeared  aground,  lying  on  their  broad  sides.  Sir 
Edward  Hawke,  who  had  rode  all  night  at  anchor  abreast 
of  the  Isle  of  Aix,  furnished  the  ships  Intrepid  and  Med- 
way  with  trusty  pilots,  and  sent  them  farther  in  when  the 
flood  began  to  make,  with  orders  to  sound  ahead,  that  he 
might  know  whether  there  was  any  possibility  of  attacking  ^ 
the  enemy,  but  the  want  of  a  sufficient  depth  of  water  ren- 
dered the  scheme  impracticable.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
French  threw  overboard  their  cannon,  stores,  and  ballast; 
and  boats  and  launches  from  Rochefort  were  employed  ia 
carrying  out  warps,  to  drag  their  ships  through  the  soft 
mud,  as  soon  as  they  should  be  waterbome  by  the  flowing 
tide.  By  these  means  their  large  ships  of  war,  and  ipaay 
of  their  transports,  escaped  into  the  river  Charente;  but 
their  loading  was  lost,  and  the  end  of  their  equipment  total- 
ly defeated.  Another  convoy  of  merchant  ships,  under  the 
protection  of  three  frigates,  sir  Edward  Hawke,  a  few  days 
before,  had  chased  into  the  harbour  of  St.  Martins,  in  the 
Isle  of  Rhe,  where  they  still  remained,  waiting  aa  opportu- 
nity for  hazarding  a  second  departure  :  a  third  consisting  of 
twelve  sail,  bound  from  Bourdeaux  to  Quebec,,  under  convoy 
of  a  frigate  and  armed  vessel,  was  encountered  at  sea  by 
one  British  ship  of  the  line  and  two  fireships,  which  took 
the  frigate  and  armed  vessel,  and  two  of  the  convoy  after-  - 
wards  met  with  tlie  same  fate ;  but  t^iis  advantage  was 
overbalanced  by  the  loss  of  captain  James  Hume,  combmam- 
der  of  the  Pluto  fireship,  a  brave  accomplished  officer,  who, 
in  an  unequal  combat  with  the  enemy,  refused  to  quit  the 
deck,  even  when  he  was  disabled,, and  fell  glorious^,  cover- 
ed with  wounds,  exhorting  the  people,  with  his  l^est  breath, 
to  continue  the  engagement  while  the  ship  could  swiipc^  aod 
acquit  themselves  with  honour  in  the  service  of  their  coijntry. 
§  XL  VI.  On  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  May,.the  Raison- 
nable,  a  French  ship  of  the  line,  mounted  with  sixty -foujr  can- 
non having  on  board  six  hundred  and  thirty  men,  commanded 
by  the  prince  de  Mombazon  chevalier  de  Rohan,  was,  in 
her  passage  from  Port   TOrient  to  Brest,  attacked  by  cap- 


irSB.  GEOHGE  11.  53y 

tain  Dennk,  in  the  Dorsetshire,  of  seventy  gdns,  and  taken 
after  an  obstinate  engagement,  in  which  one  hundred  and 
sixty  men  of  the  prince's  complement  were  killed  or  woun- 
ded, and  he  sustained  great  damage  in  his  hull,  sails,  and 
rigging*  These  successes  were  moreover  chequered  by 
the  tidings-  of  a  lamentable  disaster  that  befel  the  ship 
Prince  Ge9rge  of  eighty  gums,  commanded  by  rear  ad- 
miral B^oderick  in  hi$  passage  to  the  Mediterranean. 
On  the  thirteenth  day  of  April,  between  one  and  two  in 
the  afternoon,  a  dreadful  fire  broke  out  in  the  fore  part  of 
the  ship,  and  raged  with  such  fury,  that  notwithstanding  all 
the  efforts  of.th^  officers  and  men  for  several  hours,  the 
flames  increased,  and  the  ship  being  consumed  to  the  water's 
edge,  the  remnant  sunk  about  six  o'clock  in  the  evening. 
The  horror  and  consternation  of  such  a  scene  are  not  easily 
described.  When  all  endeavours  proved  fruitless,  and  no 
hope  of  preserving  the  ship  remained,  the  barge  was  hoisted 
out  for  the  preservation  of  the  admiral,  who  entered  it 
accordingly  f  but  all  distinction  of  persons  being  now  abol- 
ished, the  seanien  rushed  into  it  in  such  crowds,,  that  in  a 
few  moments  it  overset.  The  admiral,  forseeing  that  this 
would  be  the  case,  stripped  c^  his  clothes,  and  committing 
himself  to  the  mercy  of  the  waves,  was  saved  by  the  boat 
of  a  merchant  ship,  after  he  had  sustained  himself  in  the  sea 
a  full  hour  by  swimming.  Captain  Pajrton,  who  was  the 
second  in  command,  remained  upon  the  quarterdeck  as  long 
as  it  was  possible  to  keep  that  station,  and  then,  descending 
by  the  stem  ladder,  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  taken  into 
a  boat  belonging  to  the  Aldemey  sloop*  The  hull  of  the 
ship's  masts,  and  rigging,  were  now  in  a  blaze,  bursting  tre- 
mendous in  several  parts  through  horrid  clouds  of  smoak ; 
nothing  was  heard  but  the  cracking  of  the  flames,  mingled 
with  dismal  cries  of  terror  and  distraction ;  nothing  was  seen 
)>ut  acts  of  phrenzy  and  desperation.  The  miserable 
wretches,  afirighted  at  the  horrors  of  such  a  conflagration, 
sought  a  fate  less  dreadful,  by  plunging  into  the  sea,  and 
about  duree  hundred  men  were  preserved  by  the  boats 
belonging  to  some  ships  that  accompanied  the  admiral  in 
his  vojrage,  but  five  hundred  perished  in  the  ocean. 

§  XL  VII.  >  The  king  of  Great  Britain  being  determined 
\o  renew  his  attempt  upon  the  coast  of  France,  ordered  a 
Vol.  Ill-  Y  y  y 
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very  formidable  armamem  to  be  equipped  for  that  purpose* 
Two  powerful  squadrons  by  sea  were  destined  for  the  ser- 
vice of  this  expedition,  the  first,  consisting  of  eleven  gpreat 
ships,  was   commanded  by  lord  Anson  and  sir  Edward' 
Hawke ;  the  other,  composed  of  four  ships  of  the  line^  seven 
frigates,  six  sloops,  two  fireships,  two  bombs,  ten  cutters, 
twenty  tenders,  ten  storeships,  and  one  hundred  transports^ 
was  put  under  ^he  direction  of  commodore  Howe,  who  had 
signalized  himself  by  his  gallantry  and  conduct  in  the  course 
of  the  last  fruidess  expedition.    The  plan  of  a  descent  upon 
France  having  been  adopted  by  the  ministr)'^,  a  body  of 
troops,  consisting  of  sixteen  regiments,  nine  troops  of  light 
horse,  and  six  thousand  marines,  was  assembled  for  the 
execution  of  this  design,  and  embarked  under  the  command 
of  the  duke  of  Marlbotough  i  a  nobleman,  who,  though  he 
did  not  inherit  all  the  military  genius  of  his  grandfather, 
yet  far  excelled  him  in  the  amiable  and  social  qualities  of 
the  heart :  he  was  brave  beyond  all  question,  generous  to 
profusion,  and  goodnatui^d  to  excess.     On  this  occasion 
he  was  assisted  by  the  counsels  of  lord  George  Sackville, 
second  in  command,  son  to  the  duke  of  Dorset;  an  officer 
of  experience  and  reputation,  who  had,  in  the  civil  depart- 
ments of  government,  exhibited  proofs  of  extraordinary 
geniu3  and  uncommon  applicadon.     The  troops   having 
been  encamped  for  some  time  upon  the  Isle  of  Wight,  were 
embarked  in  the  latter  end  of  May,  and  the  two  fleets  sailed 
in  the  beginning  of  June  for  the  coast  of  Bretagne,  leaving 
the  people  of  England  flushed  with  the  gayest  hopes  of  vic- 
tory and  conquest*     The  two  fleets  parted  at  sea:  lord 
Anson,  with  his  squadron,  proceeded  to  the  bay  of  Biscay, 
iof  order  to  watch  the  motions  of  the  enemy's  ships,  and 
harass  their  navigation ;  while  commodore  Howe,  with  the 
land  forces,  steered  directly  towards  &t,  Maloes,  a.  strong 
{^lace  of  considerable  commerce,  situated  on  the  coast  of 
Bretagne,  against  which  the  propc^ed  invasion  seemed  to 
be  chiefly  intended.     The  town,  however,  was  found  too 
well  fortified,  both  by  art  and  nature,  to  admit  of  an  attempt 
by  sea  with  any  prospect  of  success ;  and,  therefore,  it  was 
resolved  to  make  a  descent  in  the  neighbourhood.     After 
the  fleet  had  been,  by  contrary  winds,  detained  several  days 
\n  sight  oJE  the  jFreoch  coast,  it  arrived  in  the  bay  of  .Can« 
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cdle,  abcmt  two  leagues  to  the  eastward  of  St.  Maloes,  and 
Mr.  Howe  having  silenced  a  small  battery  which  the  ene- 
my had  occasionally  raised  upon  the  beach,  the  troops  were 
landed,  without  further  opposition,  on  the  sixth  day  of  June. 
The  duke  of  Marlborough  immediately  began  his  march 
towards  St.  Servan,  with  a  view  to  destroy  such  shipping 
and  magazines  as  might  be  in  any  accessible  parts  of  the 
river ;  and  this  scheme  was  executed  with  success*  A  great 
quantity  of  naval  stores,  two  ships  of  war,  several  privateers, 
and  ab6ut  fourscore  vessels  of  different  sorts,  were  set  on 
fire  and  reduced  to  ashes,  almost  under  the  cannon  of  the 
place,  yrhich,  however,  they  could  not  pretend  to  besiege  in 
form.  His  grace  having  receiyed  repeated  advices  that  the 
enemy  were  busily  employed  in  assembling  forces  to  march 
against  him,  returned  to  Cancalle,  where  Mr.  Howe  had 
made  such  a  masterly  disposition  of  the  boats  and  transports 
that  the  reembarkation  of  the  troops  was  performed  with 
i^urprising  ease  and  expedition.  The  forces,  while  they 
remained  on  shore,  were  restrained  from  all  oiitrages  by  the 
most  severe  discipline ;  and  the  French  houses,  which  their 
inhabitants  had  abandoned,  were  left  untouched.  Imme- 
diately after  their  landing,  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  as 
commander  in  chief,  published  and  distributed  a  manifesto, 
addressed  to  the  people  of  Bretagne,  giving  them  to  under- 
stand, that  his  descent  upon  the  coast  was  not  effected  with 
a  design  to  make  war  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  open  coun- 
try, except  such  as  stxpuld  be  foumi  in  arms,  or  otherwise 
opposing  the  operations  of  his  Britannic  majesty :  that  all 
who  were  willing  to  continue  in  peaceable  possession  of 
their  effects,  might  remain  unitiolested  in  their  respective 
dwellings,  and  follow  their  usual  occupations;  that, besides 
the  customs  and  taxes  they  used  to  pay  to  their  own  king, 
nothing  should  be  required  of  them  but  what  was  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  subsistence  of  the  army ;  and  that,  for  all 
provisions  brought  in,  they  shotdd  be  paid  in  ready  money. 
He  concluded  this  notice  with  declaring,  that  if  notwitln- 
standing  these  assurances  of  protection,  they  should  carry 
off  their  effects  and  provisions,  and  abandon  the  places  of 
t  their  habitation,  he  would  treat  them  as  enemies,  and  destroy 
their  houses  with  fire  and  sword.  To  the  magistracy  of 
St.  Maloes  he  likewise  sent  a  letter,  importing,  that  as  all 
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the  inhabitants  of  the  towns  and  viDages  betireen  Dinamtj 
RenneSy  and  DoU,  now  in  his  possession,  had  deserted  their 
habitations,  probably  to  avcud  the  payment  of  the  usual  con- 
tributions ;  and  he  being  informed  that  the  magistrates  had 
compelled  the  people  of  the  country  to  retire  into  the  town 
of  St.  Maloes ;  he  now  gave  them  notice,  that  if  they  did 
not  immediately  send  them  back  to  tfa«r  houses,  and  come 
themselves  to  his  headquarters,  to  settle  the  contributions, 
he  should  think  himself  obliged  to  proceed  to  militany  exe* 
cutipn.  These  threats,  however,  were  not  put  in  f<Mice, 
although  the  magistrates  of  St.  Maloes  did  not  think  proper 
to  comply  with  his  injunction.  But  it  was  found  alto- 
gether impossible  to  prevent  irregularities  among  troops 
that  were  naturally  licentious.  Some  houses  were  pillaged, 
and  not  without  acts  of  barbarity :  but  the  offenders  were 
brough^to  immediate  justice ;  and  it  must  be  owned,  as  an. 
inccmtestible  proof  of  the  general's  humanity,  that  in  des- 
troying the  magazines  of  the  enemy  at  St.  Servan,  which 
may  be  termed  the  suburbs  of  St.  Maloes,  he  ordered' one 
small  storehouse  to  be  spared,  because  it  could  not  be  set 
on  fire  without  endangering  the  whole  district.  The  British 
forces  being  reembarked,  including  about  five  hundred  light 
horse,  which  had  been  disciplined  and  carried  over  with  a 
view  to  scpur  the  country,  the  fleet  was  detained  by  con- 
trary winds  in  the  bay  of  Cancalle  for  several  days,  during 
which  a  design  seems  to  have  been  formed  for  attacking 
Granville,  which  had  been  reconnoitred  by  some  of  the 
engineers :  but,  in  consequence  of  their  report,  the  scheme 
was  laid  asifde,  and  the  fleet  stood  out  to  sea,  where  it  was 
exposed  to  some  rough  weather.  ^  In  a  few  days  the  wind 
blowing  in  a  northern  direction,  they  steered  again  towards 
the  French  coast,  and  ran  in  with  the  .land  near  Havre* de* 
Grace,  where  the  flatbottomed  boats,  provided  for  landing,, 
were  hoisted  out,  and  a  second  disembarkation  expected. 
But  the  wind  blowing  violently  towards  the  evening,  the 
boats  were  reshipped,  and  the  fleet  obliged  to  quit  the  land, 
in  order  to  avoid  the  dangers  of  a  lee  shore.  Next  day, 
the  weather  being  more  moderate,  they  returned  to  the  same 
station,  and  orders  were  given  to  prepare  for  a  descent ; 
but  the  duke  of  M^lborough  having  taken  a  view  of  die 
coast,  in  an  open  cutter,  accompanied  b^  commodore  Howe, 
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thought  proper  to  wave  the  attempt*  Their  next  step  was 
to  bear  away  before  the  wind  for.  Cherbourg,  in  the  neigh^ 
bourhood  of  which  place  the  fleet  came  to  anchor.  Here 
some  pf  the*  transports  received  the  fire  of  six  different  bat- 
teries ;  and  a  considerable  body  of  troops  appeared  in  arms 
to  dispute  the  landing ;  nevertheless,  the  general  resolved 
that  the  forts  Querqueville,  THommet,  and  Gallet  should 
be  attacked  in  the  night  by  the  firsit  regiment. of  guards. 
The  soldiers  were  actually  distributed  in  the  flatbottomed 
boats^  and  every  preparation  made^for  this  enterprise,  when 
the  wind  began  to  bloW  with  such  violence,  that  the  troops 
could  not  be  landed  without  the  most  imminent  danger  and 
difficulty,  nor  properly  sustained  in  case  of  a  repulse,  even 
if  the  disembarkation  could  have  been  effected.  This 
attempt,  therefore,  was  laid  aside,  but  at  the  same  time  a 
resolution  taken  to  stand  in  towards  the  shore  with  the 
whole  .fleet,  to  cover  a  general  landing.  A  disposition  was 
made  accordingly;  but  the  storm  increasing,  the  transports 
r^  foul  of  each  other,  and  the  ships  were  exposed  to  all 
the  perils  of  a  lee  shore,  for  the  gale  blew  directly  upon  the 
coast ;  besides  the  provisions  began  to  fait,  and  the  hay  for 
the. horses  was  almost  consumed.  These  concurring  rea- 
sons induced  the  commanders  to  postpone  the  disembarka- 
tion to  a  more  favourable  opportunity.  The  fleet  stood  out 
to  sea,  and  the  tempest  abating,  they  steered  for  thd,Isle  of 
Wight,  and  next  day  anchored  at  St.  Helens.  Such  was 
the  issue  of  an  enterprise  achieved  with  considerable  suc- 
cess, if  we  consider  the  damage  done  to  the  enemy's  ship- 
ping, and  the  other  objects  which  the  ministry  had  in  view, 
namely,  to  tecure  the  navigation  of  the  channel,  and  make 
a  diversion  in  favour  of  the  German  allies,  by  alM*ming  the 
French  king,  and  obliging  him  to  employ  a  great  number 
of  troops  to  defend  his  coast  from  insult  and  invasion;  but 
whether  such  a  mighty  armament  was  necessary  for  the 
accomplishment  of  these  petty  aims,  and  whether  the  same 
armament  might  not  have  been  employed  in  executing 
schemes  of  infinitely  greater  advantage  to  the  nation,  we 
shsdl  leave  to  the  judicious  reader's  own  reflection.  .  , 
$  XL VIII.  The  designs  upon  the  coa^t  of  France, 
though  interrupted  by  tempestuous  weather,  were  not  as  « 
yet  laid  aside  for  the  whole  season :  hut,  in  the  mean  time, 
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the  troops  were  disembsu-ked  on  the  Isle  of  Wight;  and 
one  brigade  marched  to  the  northward,  to  join  a  body  of 
troops,  with  which  the  government  resolved  to  augment  the 
army  of  the  allies  in  Germany,  commanded  by  prince  Fer- 
dinand of  Brunswick.  The  duke  of  Marlborough  and  lord 
George  Sackville  being  appointed  to  conduct  this  British 
corps  upon  the  continent,  the  command  of  the  marine  expe- 
ditions devolved  to  lieutenant  general  Bligh,  an  old  expe- 
rienced officer,  who  had  served  with  reputation ;  and  his 
royal  highness  prince  Edward,  afterwards  created  duke  of 
York,  entered  as  a  volunteer  with  commodore  Howe,  in 
order  to  learn  the  rudiments  of  the  sea  service*  The 
remainder  of  the  troops  being  reembarked,  and  every  thing 
prepared  for  the  second  expedition,  the  fleet  sailed  from 
S^  Helens  on  the  first  of  August;  and  after  a  tedious  pas-* 
sage  from  calms  and  contrary  winds,  anchored  on  the  seventh 
day  in  the  bay  of  Cherbourg.  By  this  time  the  enemy  had 
intrenched  themselves  within  a  line,  extending  from  the 
fort  EccBurdeville,  which  stands,  about  two  miles  to  the 
westward  of  Cherbourg,  along  the  coast  for  the  space  of  ' 
four  miles,  fortified  with  several  batteries  at  prefer  distan- 
ces* Behind  this  intrenchment  a  body  of  horse  and  infan- 
try  appeared  in  red  and  blue  uniforms ;  but  as  they  did  not 
advance  to  the  open  beach,  the  less  risk  was  run  in  landing 
the  BrUish  forces.  At  first  a  bombketch  had  been  sent  to 
anchor  near  the  town,  and  throw  some  shells  into  the  place, 
as  a  feint  to  amuse  the  enemy,  and  deceive  them  with  regard 
to  the  place  of  disembarkation,  while  the  general  had  deter- 
mined  to  land  about  a  league  to  the  westward  of  Querque- 
ville,  the  most  western  fort  in  the  bay.  The  other  bomb- 
ketches  being  posted  along  shore,  did  considerable  execu- 
tion upon  the  intrenchments,  not  only  by  throwing  shells  in 
the  usual  way,  but  also  by  using  ball  mortars^  filled  with 
great  quantities  of  balls,  which  may  be  thrown  to  a  great 
distance,  and,  by  scattering  as  they  fiy,  do  abundai^ce  of 
mischief.  While  the  ketches  fired  wij^out  ceasing,  the 
grenadiers  and  guards  were  rowed  regularly  ashore  in  the 
flatbottomed  boats,  and  landing  without  opposition,  instantly 
formed,  on  a  small  open  portion  of  the  beach,  with  a  natu- 
ral breastwork  in  their  front,  having  on  the  other  side  a 
hollow  way,  and  a  village  rising  beyond  it  with  a  sudden 
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ascent :  on  the  left,  the  ground  was  intersected  by  hedges^ 
and  covered  with  orchards,  and  from  this  quarter  the  ene* 
my  advanced  in  order*     The  British  troops  immediately 
quitted  the  breastwork,  in  order  to  meet  them  half  way^ 
aiid  a  straggling  fire  began ;  but  the  French  edging  to  the 
left,  took  possession  of  the  hill,  from  whence  they  piqueer-* 
ed  with  the  advanced  posts  of  the  English.     In  the  mean 
time,  the  re^t  of  the  infantry  were  disembarked,  and  the 
enemy  at  night  retired.     Ai  the  light  troops  were  not  yet 
landed,  general  Bligh  encamped  that  night  at  the  village  of 
£rville,  on  a  piece  of  ground  that  did  not  extend  above 
four  hundred  paces ;  so  that  the  tents  were  pitched  in  a 
crowded  and  irregular  manner*     Nex^t  morning,  the  gene- 
ral having  received  intelligence  that  no  parties  of  the  ene* 
tay  were  seen  moving  on  the  hill,  or  in  the  plain,  and  that 
fort  Querqueville  was  entirely  abandoned,  made  a  disposi- 
tion for  marching  in  two  coli;mns  to  Cherbourg.     An  ad* 
vanced  party  took  immediate  possession  of  Querqueville ; 
and  the  lines  and  batteries  along  the  shore  were  now  de- 
serted by  the  enemy.     The  British^forces  marching  behind 
St*  Aule^i  Ecceurdeville,  Hommet,  and  La  Galet,  found  the 
town  of  Gherbonrg  likewise  abandoned,  and  the  gates  being 
open,  entered  it  without  opposition,*     The  citizens,  encou- 
raged by  a  manifesto  containing  a  promise  of  protection, 
which  had  been  published  and  distributed,  in  order  to  quiet 
their  apprehensions,  received  their  new  guests  with  a  good 
grace,  overwhehning  them  with  civilities,  for  which  they^ 
mfet  with  a  very  ungrateful  return ;  for  as  the  bulk  of  the 
army  was  not  regularly  encamped  and  superintended,  the 
soldiers  were  at  liberty  to  indulge  themselves  in  riot  and 
licentiousness.     All  night  long  they  ravaged  the  adjacent 
coimtry  without  restraint;  and  as  no  guards  had  been  regu- 
larly placed  in  the  streets  and  avenues  of  Cherbourg,  to 
prevent  disorders,  the  town  itself  was  not  exempted  from 
pillage  alid  brutality.     These  outrages,  however,  were  no 
sooiler  known,  than  the  general  took  immediate  steps  f6r 
putting  a  stop  to  them  for  the  present,  and  preventing  all 
irregulsu-ities  for  the  future*    Next  morning  the  place  being 
reconnoitred,  he  determined  to  destroy,  with6ut  delay,  all 
the  forts  and  the  bason;  and  the  execution  of  this  desi^ 
was  Uh  to  the  engineers,  assisted  by  the  officers  of  tte 
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tbut  aad  artilkrjr.  Great  sums  of  moocy  had  been  expead- 
cd  upon  die  harbour  and  bason  of  Cherboorg,  which  at  oat 
tiaie  was  considered  by  the  French  coort  as  an  Dbjjcct  of 
great  importanc^^  from  its  situation  respecting  the  river 
Siene,  as  well  as  die  opposite  coast  of  England;  bat  as  the 
works  were  left  unfinished,  in  all  appearance  die  |dan  had 
grown  into  disreputation.  The  enemy  had  raised  several 
unconnected  batteries  along  the  bay;  but  the  town  itself 
was  quite  open  and  defenceless*  While  the  engineers  were 
employed  in  demolishing  the  works,  the  light  horse  scoured 
the  country,  and  detachments  were  every  day  sent  out 
towards  WaUoign,  at  the  distance  of  four  les^;ues  from 
Cherbourg,  where  the  enemy  were  encamped,  and  every 
hour  received  reinforcements*  Several  skirmishes  were 
fought  by  the  out  parties  of  each  army,  in  aae  of  which, 
captain  Lindsay,  a  gallant  young  olEcer,  who  had  been  very 
instrumental  in  training  the  light  horse,  was  mortally  wound- 
ed* The  harbour  and  bason  of  Cherbourg  being  destroyed, 
together  with  all  the  forts  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  about 
twenty  pieces  of  brass  cannon  secured  on  board  the  English 
ships,  a  contribution,  amounting  to  about  three  thousand 
pounds  sterling,  was  exacted  upon  the  town,  and  a  plan  of 
reembarkation,  concerted ;  as  it  appeared  from  the  report 
of  peasants  and  deserters,  that  the  enemy  were  already, 
increased  to  a  formidable  number^  A  slight  intrenchment 
being  reused,  sufficient  to  defend  the  last  division  that  should 
be  reembarked,  the  stores  and  artillery  were  shipped,  and 
the  light  horses  conveyed  on  board  their  respective  trans- 
ports, by  means  of  platforms  laid  in  the  flatbottomed  ves- 
sels. On  the  sixteenth  day  of  August  at  three  o'dock  in 
the  morning,  the  forces  marched  from  Cherbourg  down  to 
the  beach,  and  reembarked  at  fort  Galet,  without  the  least 
disturbance  from  the  enemy* 

$  XLIX«  This  service  being  happily  performed,  the^ 
fleet  ^et  sail  for  the  coast  of  England,  and  anctuired  in  the 
road  of  Weymouth,  under  the  high  land  of  Portland* 
In  two  days  it  weighed  and  stood  again  to  the  southward  ; 
but  was  obliged)  by  contrary  winds  to  return  to  the  siune 
riding*  The  second  eiFort,  however,  was  more  eflfectuad* 
The  fle^et  with  somc^  difficulty  kept  the  sea,  and  s^ering  to 
the   French  coast,  came  to  anchor  in  the  bay  of  St*  Lu- 


jBaire,  Wo  leagites  to  dte  westewppd  of  St.  Maloes,  against 
.which  it  ^as  determined  to  make  another  attemfit.     The 
aIoc^  aaid  kefehes  being  ranged  idong  shore  to  cover  the 
.disembarkation,  the  troops  landed  on  a  fair  open  iaeach, 
and -a  detacbment  of  grenadiers  was  sent  to -the  harbour^ 
St.  foiac,  aberve  the  town  of  St.  Maloes,  wh^re  they  des- 
troyed about €fteen  «nii^  vessels:  but  St«  Maloes  itself 
being  proptrljr  surveyed,  appeared  to  be  above  insult,  either 
irom.ithe  land  fortes  or  t^e  ship{Hng«  ^  The  moath  'of  the 
j^ver  that  forms  its  bason^  extends   above  two  intles  in 
l>readth  at  its  narrowest  part,^  .so  as  to  be  out  of  the  reach 
of  land  batteries,  and   the  emrance  is  defended  by  such 
forts  and  batteries  as  the-  dliips  of  war  coiitd  not  pretend  to 
silence,  considering  the  diflieult  navigastion  of  the  (^aandts; 
besides  &[ty  pieces  of  large  cannon  planited  <m  these  forts 
and  harries,  the  enemy  had  mounited  forty  on  the  west 
side  of  the  town ;  and  the  bason  was,  moreover,  flitrengttt- 
ened  by  seven  frigates  or  armed  vessels,  wlmse  guns  might 
have  been  brought  to  bear  upon  any  batteries  that  could  be 
raised  on  shore,  as  well  as  upon  ships  entering  by  the  usual 
channel.     For  these  substantial  rsfasQns  the  design  against 
St*  Maloes  was  dropped  ;  but  the  general  being  unwiUia^  to 
reembark,  without  having  taken  some  step  for  the'  further 
annoyance^of  the  enemy,  resolved  to  penetrate  into  the  coun- 
try, conducting  his  motions,  however,  so  as  to  be  near  the 
fleet,  which  iiad  by  this  time,  quitted  the  bay  of  St.  Lu- 
naire,  where  it  oouldnot  ride  with  any  safety,  and  anchored 
in  the  bay  of  St.  Cas,  about  three  leagues  to  the  westwards 
$  L.  On   Friday  the   eighth   of    September,    general 
Bligb,  with  his  little  army,  began  his  march  for  Ckiildo,'  at 
the .  distance   of  nine  miles,  which  he  reached  in  the  eve^ 
aing :  nest  day  he  crossed  a  Utile -gut  or  inlet  of  the  sea,  at 
low  f  water,  and  his  troops  being  incommoded  by  the' pea* 
sants,  who  fired  at  them  from  hedges  and  houses,  he  sent 
a  priest  with  a  message,  intitnating,  that  if  they  would  not 
desist,  he  would  reduce  their  houses  to  ashe^    No  regard 
being  paid  to  this  intimation,  the  houses  were  actually  set 
on  fire  as  soon  as  the  troops  had  formed  their  camp  about 
two  miles  on  the  other  side  of  the  inlet.     Next  morning 
he   proceeded  to  the    village   of  Matignon,  where,^  after 
some    smart  skirmishing,   the   Frdndh    pi^jidets  appeared, 
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Jimmm  nf  in  order,  to  the  wmnhrr  of  two  httaHnM; 
tmriog  MMmed  a  fcw  aiiot  fron  Ae  E«glak  fieUiMccn, 
Md  Mriog  ^  ii«D«d»tKf  ndTWce^  Aeir  siMUealy  dbpcraedk 
Oenrrail  Bligli  coniioutRg  i»  rouftm  tbroiigh  die  viHage^ 
«pffim|if4  m  the  open  ground^  abcmt  diree  oulm  finm  dK 
\my  of  St.  Cm,  wUch  was  this  d^' reeoiiaoilred  fior  vceau 
barkaMQ ;  for  he  now  received  undoubted  iatdligcnor,  tint 
the  dukft  d' AiguiUoA  bed  advanced  irom  Brest  to  i.anibnle, 
within  Wk  nttef  of  the  EngjUuili  cnmp^  at  the  head  of  tw^ve 
f editor  battJilioo«»  six  siiiMdroBSt  twa  regtments  of  miKtia, 
ei|^  loarUirs,  aad  ten  |u<ices.  of  cannon*  Hk  hnj  of  St. 
Cat  Wts  CQVOPed  by'  s«l  intstnchnent  which  the  cnenj  had 
thrown  up,  IP  prevent  or  oppose  any  discnihaakatio&;  and 
<m  tbe  ou^Mq  of  this  wsork  tbete  waa  at  laage  of  sand  hills 
QSModing  9i^n&  shore,  whti^  could  have  served  as  a  corer 
ia^  dis  eiviniy'^  from  wbenoe  they  ought  have  annoyed  tiw 
troQps.in  r^ftfl^rlung  i  for  dm  reason  a  proposal  was  made 
$0  jbfi  g^neral^-^  tbajt^  the  £s9c«a.  should  be  roeadbaiked  irons 
H  fair  opcsk  bcfl^Kon  the  left,  between  &t«  Cas  and  Guildo; 
b»t  ihia  advice  W9S  rejeded,  and,  indeed,  tlie  subsequent 
op€^M<ws  pC  the  sirmy  vivoured  strongly  of  blind  secnrity 
mi  TWh  presttinption*  U^  die:  troops,  decanqied  in^  t)MS 
pj^t  wit^Qiit  pQise,.  nk  ati  prob^iMility.  they  would  have 
Hm^A  fit  il^  h^>mh  bQfote^  th«  French  had  received  the 
U^Bt,  i^eiJig^CQ  i>f  ^w  mptiMji  and,  in  that  case,  die 
yi\^\^  ^imyj  Qposisting  oi  ^bput  t'ix  thousand  as^,  might 
^^^  ^n  i;€^n^l>^?ked  without,  the  least  interruption  ;  but, 
i^irt^^  Qf  ^bi&  .?^j;¥>^s  luanner  Qf  proceeding,  the  drums 
yf^fl^  l^eatjsp.^^  two  o'clpc)^  in  tbe  p^prning,  9&  if  with  inten- 
t^ioi^  to  giv^.  P9t^i«($  ¥>>th^,  eneipy,  who  for^kwith  repeated 
t^  ayf^  siga4?t  Thu;  iropps  Mf^re  ia  motion  beforo  thcee^ 
fipd  ^o^g^  the  kngtht  of  the  mtiri^b  cBd  not  exceed  three 
^il^^i  th.i^  h^Ui  ^  interruptipns  wiere  spt  numerous  and 
Cf equ^^tt  thgt.  fh/^y  did  npt  ^rriv^  on.  the  beach  of  .St«  Cas 
tftU  rmfb  Thftl  ^.  embairltiitiQn  was  b^gun,  and  mig^ 
l^ve  \f^v{  hap(^.  fm^d,  bad  the  trapf  porta  biin  near  the 
^boi:^,,S^4  reeved  the  m^ii  a^  fa^f^  ft^  the.  boats  ^uM  have 
ffQoyey^.4  ih^P^  oiv  bo^nd«  wi^hput  di^SDtaetifQA  p  but  many 
fihip^.rfidi^txpnwd^^^'ablie;  distance.,  and  eveiy  boat  carried 
tbfi  fpjBR  pp^  btMMfd  tb«  respective  transports  to  wbicb:  they 
heik^^feds;  »  pm^liti^  9f  dispsUioj^.  ky  wtRck  n.great  de^i 
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i€>f  time  "mm  «fi»eeeM«rtly  cmvsulAeA.     Tkt  smA\  skips  mid 

^ombk^tc^es  ntrefebniQi^t  iKnr  «be  «More  to  covcfr  the  eiit^ 

i>Brkatk»i ;  smd  H  cofiittdembk  tiuiifber  of  ^eei  offioei*8  'H^tPs 

•tttti^ned  da  die  beaitk,  to  supetiiHieiKi  tli«  teats^  crewt^ 

•aisd  pe^ilvte  the  vermes  Imr^  notwithmifMlitig  laU  their 

isfitetitioii  Mid  avtheray,  scyme  of  xbe  boalte  w«re  otherwiee 

etfflKpkj;^  duMi  in  icenveyiiii;  ^e  unhappy  mtdien.     HM 

-ail  the  cutters  and  ymadtemft  MoDgiKg  to  the  feet  beeti 

^iroperly  occQpkd  hi^ii  ^emoe,  the  disgrace  (and  ^isiMer 

.  4rf  the  day   woidd  ae^ree  ^h«ve  happened^      The  |k-i|ish 

Dorcas  had  skirmMied  a  tittle  on  the  march,  but  no  coasid- 

serahib  body  of'  ffae  «iuitny-  appeared  oatil  the  ennbarhatifen 

:tiraa  began  $  then  they  took'  possesma  of  an  etnlnence  'by^ 

•wiodmtll,  asdlbitkirith  opened  a  bakery  often  cannon  and 

aetgbt  mortars,  feom  wheivce  they  fired  with  conc^idettMe 

«iifeet  upon  the  aoldiers  on  the  liedieh,  and  on  the  boatts  in 

tfaciif  paaaai^e;     They  afsorwardt  began  to  march  down  the 

y^H^  partly  covered  by  a  hoUow  way  on  thfeir  left,  wkh  a 

:desq^  m  gain  a  wood,  whene  they  mig^t  form  and  extend 

alieinselnees  •  along  ilie  I'roiit  of  'die  Engiish,  and  Advance 

aigaDitst'theai  under  sheter  of  the  sand  hills;  but  in  their 

jobsoe^t  timf  isulfered  extremely  from  the  cannon  and  tnor^ 

tats  of  the  shipping,  which  made  great  havoc,  and  threw 

ihem  into  confasion*     Ttieir  tine  of  march  down  the  hill 

iwaa  staggeved,  and  for  some  time  continued  in  suspense  ; 

rt^  <shey  turned  off  te^  one  side,  extended  themselves  «dong^ 

aUM  to  their  left  and  advanced  in  a  hollow  way,  from 

'ndienoe  "diey  suddenly  rushed  out  to  the  attack.     Thongh 

•ebe  greater  part  'of  the  British  troops  were  already  em« 

iArkcd,  the  Tear|gttaii-d,  ccmsisting  of  blithe  grenadkrs,  and 

•half  )of  the  ^h%t  re^vnent  of  guards^  remained  on  the  fthore, 

ao  tbe  'laruntber  of  -fifteen  hundred,  ^  Under  the  command  d( 

imajoy  general  Dory.     ^%is  officer,  seeing  the  French  ad<- 

Vaace,  ordermd:hit  trotxps  t<^form  in  grand  division^^  and 

anandi  fnum  behind  the  bank  that  covered  them,  in  order  to 

4d}arge  the  enemy  before  they  could  be  formed  on  the  plain. 

if  ad  tUs  step  been  taken  when  it  was  first  suggested  to 

iMrw  Dary,  before  tht  French  were  disengaged  from  the 

hoUerw  way,  perhaps  it  might  have  so  far  succeeded  ffs  to 

dtaeoacert  and  throw  them  into  confusion :  but  by  this  time 

they  liad  ^atended  themselves  into  a  very  formidable  from^ 
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tmd  no  hope  renaiacd  of  bcmg  aUe  to  «i 
Mperior  nambcr.  Instead  of  aOcfliptiBg  to  i^ 
foch  odds  m  an  open  tdd  of  batide,  dhey  arigPA 
Kttcated  aloag  the  beach  to  a  rock  on  the  kftt  n  which 
piogrcic  thor  right  iank  would  have  bcca  secured  hjr  die 
iotreachment^  aoddieeoemy  could  not  have  porsaedA^ 
along  the  shore,  wkhoot  bdng  expc»sed  to  s«i^  a  ixc  ham 
the  shipi»og,  as  in  all  probabiUt^  dicf  could  not  hare  sns- 
tained.  This  scheme  was  likewise  frofosed  to  Mr^Dwy; 
but  he  seemed  to  be  actuated  by  a  spnt  of  infiitHatian 
The  English  line  being  drawn  op  in  uneven  gnmndi  began 
the  action  with  an  irregular  fire  frcmi  right  to  left,  which  the 
enemy  returned ;  but  their  usual  fortitude  and  icsi^akion 
seemed  to  forsake  them  on  this  occasion.  They  saw  diem- 
selves  in  danger  of  being  surrounded,  and  cut  in  pieces  ; 
their  officers  dropped  on  every  side ;  and  4^1  hope  of  retreitt 
was  now  intercepted*  In  this  cruel  dilemma  dieir  sf^rila 
failed ;  thty  were  seized  with  a  panic ;  they  faultered,  diey 
hrpke  ;  and  in  less  than  five  minutes  after  the  engagement 
began  they  fled  in  the  utmost  confusion,  pursiied  by  tha 
enemy,  who  no  sooner  saw  them  give  way  Aa»  they  fell  in 
among  them  with  their  bayonets  fixed,  and  made  a  great 
carnage*  General  Dury  being  dangerously  wounded,  ran 
.  into  the  sea,  where  he  perished ;  and  this  was  the  (ate  of 
a  great  number,  officers  as  well  as  soldiers*  Many  swam 
towards  the  boats  and  vessels,  whidi  were  or^red  to  give 
fbem  aU  manner  of  assistance ;  but  by  far  the  greater  nmao 
ber  were  either  butchered  on  the  beach,  or  drowned  in  (he 
^  water:  a  small  body,  however,  instead  of  throwing  theasr 
selves  into  the  sea,  retired  to  the  rock  on  the  left,  where 
they  made  a  stand,  until  they  had  exhausted  their  ammuni- 
tion, and  then  surrendered  at  dkcretion.  The  h»i^Qc  was' 
moreover  increased  by  the  shot  aftd  shells  disicbarged  from 
the  battery  which  the  enemy. had  raised  on  theiiilL.  The 
slaughter  would  not  have  been  so  great,  had  not-the  French 
soldiers  been  exasperated  by  the  fire  from  the  frigates, 
which  was  siill  maintained  even  after  the  English  troops 
were  routed  ',  but  this  was  no  soon  jr.  silenced  by  a  signal 
iirom  the  commodore,  than  the  enemy  exhibited  a  nobk' 
example  of  moderation  and  Humanity,  in  granting  imrne* 
^i;.te  quarter  and  piotection  to  the  vanquidfaM.     About 
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9me  ikottMtid  dMocnjncm  ^<.the  finglaih  army  were  killed 
and  tA&^  prisdtoevs.oa  iIms  oacaskiii:  nor  vas  the  adVan-^ 
tftge  cheaply  purehateil:by^e  Frenchr .troops,  SimDi^gwhoift 
the  abot  and  shelis^rom.the  fcigates  aod  ketcHey  iiad  done 
greai  execulkMi.     The  ckj^ency*  of  •tha  vktofs^^waa  the 
aaore  renuirkaUe,  aa  tke  Britkh  Usoops.-  in  this  expedition 
Imd  been  stenfteiutly  guilty  of  maraudiBgy  piHai^g;,  burd- 
ing,  and  other  ^xcesies.     War  is  sodrea4fuHn.  itaelf,  and 
so  severe  in  its  eanse<tueiices«  that  the  exercise  of  genero!* 
^y  ami  conipasaion^^by  ^hich  its  horrors  aie  mitigated, 
eugfat  ever  to.  be  >appl»iided,  encouri^^,   and  Imitated. 
We  ought  also  to  use  our  best  endeavours-  to  deserve  this 
treatment  at  Uiesbands  of  a  civilized  enemy*     Letiim  be 
humane  in  our  turn  to  those  whom  the  fiiute  of  war  hadsub** 
^ected  to  oar  ^wer  :  let  us<  in  prosecuting  our  milkary 
operations,  maintain  the. most  riigid  diseipiine^ among  the 
troops,  and  religiously  abstain  froM  M  acts  of  violence 
and  oppression.     Thjia,  a  laudable  emulation  wtU  undoubt^ 
fediy  ensue,  and  ths  powers  at  war  vie  with  each  other  in 
bumaitily   and  poltten^s^.     In   other"  respects,    the  oomr 
mander  of  an  invading  larmammit  will  alwavs  find -his  ac- 
count in  being  well  widt  the  common  people  of  the  coun- 
try in  which  the  descent  is  made*     By  civil  treatment  and 
seasonable  gratifications,  they  will  be  enooaraged  to  bring 
kito  the  caunp  regular  supplies    of^ provision  and  refresh- 
ment: they  will  mingle  with  the  s6ldiem,  and  even  form 
fstendships  among  them:  serve  as  guides,  messengers,  and 
interpreters;  let  out  dieir  cattle^  for  hire  of  draft  horses; 
work  in  their  own  pertrons  as  day  labourers :  discover  pro- 
per fordsy  l^^idges,  roads,  passes,  and.  defies ;  and,  if  art- 
fidly  managed,  communicate  many,  useful  -hints  of  intelli- 
gence.    If  great  care  and  circomspeetion  be  not  exerted 
in  maintaining  discipline,  and  hvidling  ther  licentious  dispo- 
sition of  the  soldiers,  such  invasions,  will  be^oductive  of 
nothing  but  miscarriage  and  disgrace;  for- this,  at/best,  is 
but  a  piratical  way  of  carrying  on  war :  and   the  troops 
engaged^  in   it   are,   in  ^some  measure,  debauched  by  the 
nature   of  the  service.     They  ^re  crowdefd  together  in 
transpoit^,  where  the  minute  particulars  of  military  order 
cannot  be  observed,  even  though  the  good  o£  the  service 
greatly   depends  upon-^i  due  observance   of  these  forms. 
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The  toldicTs  gnnr  ncgligefity  ant  vattumoTc  to 
and  the  cstemr  •nuunetts  of  dfcts :  dicy  tecome  wbmr^iiy^ 
vtadihA,  and  altogether  unfit  for  m  aatttm  of  doty:  ifaey 
are  rambled  about  occaaionally  in  ihipa  mdA  boats,  landed 
and  ivemfaariDed  ki  a  tnmoltnam  manner,  tinder  a  divided 
and  disorderly  oainniand?  they  are  acenstomed  to  retire  at 
the  first  report  of.  an  approaching  enemy,  and  to  take  shel- 
ter on  another  element;  nay,  their  small  pilh^;icg  parties 
are  often  obliged  to  fly  before  unarmed  peasants.  Their 
duty  on  sucb  occasions  ss  the  most  jmmanly  part  of  a  sol* 
dier's  cfice ;  namely,  to  ruin,  ravage,  and  destroy.  They 
soon  yield  to  che  temptation  of  pillage,  and  are  halMtuated 
to  rapine ;  they  give  loose  to  intemperance,  riot,  and  intoxi- 
eattoa ;  commit  a  thousand  excesses  ;  and,  when  the  enemy 
appears,  run  On  board  the  ships  with  their  booty^  Thus 
the  dignity  of  the  service  is  debased :  they  lose  ail  sense 
of  honour  and  of  shaase;  they  are  lio  longer  restricted  by 
military  laws,  nor  overawed  by  the  auifaority  of  o^cfb  :  in 
a-wordv'they  degenerate  into  a  species  of  lawless  boccaneers* 
From  such  a  total^rehixation  of  morals  and  discipline,  what 
can  ensae  but  rioit,  coafuiton,  dfshonouc,  nnd  defeat'^  All 
^e  advantage  jhwt  can  be  expected  from  these  jsudden 
ttarts  of  invasion,  will  scarce  cnrerbalafBce  the  evils  we  have 
mentioned,  together  with  the  extraordinary  expense  of 
equipping  armaments  fii  this  natore*  True  it  is,  theiw 
descents  t)blige  the  French  Jung^to  employ  a  constdetmhk 
number  of  his  troops  for  the  defence  of  his  maridmie 
places :  they  serve  to  ruj|^  the  trade  of  his  subjects,  pro* 
tect  tlw  navigation  of  Great  Britafin,  and  secure  its  coast 
froni  invasion';  but  these  purposes  might  be  as  effectually 
answered,  at  a  mUch^maHer  expense,  by  the  shipping  aboe. 
Shcmld  it  be  jiidged  expedient,  however,  to  ^osecutc  this 
desultory  kind  of  war,  the  commanders  employed  in  it  if^  do 
Well  .to  consider,  that  a  descent  ought  never  to  iae  hoxarded 
in  aneneuiy's  country,  without  having  taken  proper  precau- 
tions, to  secure  a  retreat^  that  the  severest  discipline  ought  to 
be  preserved  d(iring  all  the  operations  of  the  campaign ;  that 
a  general  ought  never  to  diseikibark  but  upon  a  well  cour- 
certed  plan,  nor  commence  his  military  transactions  with- 
out some  immediate  point  or  object  in  vlewf  that  a  reem- 
barkation  ought  never  to  be  a^empted,  except  from  a  sfear 
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Open  btadit  vfhm  Ike  apiroaches^  of  bh  enemy  may  bt 
seen,  tod  the  tnwpa  covcved  ft^r  «the.  fare  o|  thbtr  sli»)^Ag« 
Tkose  who  presumed  to  reject  upon  t\m  particles  of  4hie 
%i6t  expedition^  owned'  themselves  at  a  toss  to  accouM  Um 
tiw  coiiduct  of*  the  genev^l,  it  rematntng  oa  shove  after  the 
design  upon  SeiMaloes  waalwi  aside;  in  penetrating  so 
isr  intoi  ttm  countiyf  vilhbut  any  visible  bfcject ;  negleodng 
the  repeated  intelligence  Svhieh  he  received ;  communi-* 
sating, vb}r  beat  of  droot,  his  midnight  motions  to  an  enein)| 
of  dottbk  bis  force;  ^iterisg  near  seven  hours  in  a  mdrcK 
of  three  4aiie^ ;  and,  hisdy,  attempting  the  reenabarkation 
of  the  troops  at  a  place  nrhere  no  propev  measures  had 
been  taken  for  their  covier  and  defence*  After  the  aetioa 
of  St.  Cas,  some  civilities,  by  message,  passed  between  the 
duke  d'Aiguitton  and  the  English  commanders,  who  were 
fiavouted  with  a  list  of  the  prisoners,  including  four  sea 
captains;  and  assured  that  the  wounded  should  receive  alt 
pcssiUe  comfort  and  assistance^  These  matters  being  ad<^ 
justed,  commodore  Howe  returned  with  the  fleet  to  Spit-' 
head,  aitd  the  soldiers  were  disembarked. 

^  LL  The  success  of  the  attempt  upon  Cberbebrg  had 
elevated  the  people  to  a  degree  of  childish  triumph ;  and 
the  government  thought  proper  to  indulge  ttm  petulent 
spirit  of  exultation,  by  exposing  twenty-one  pieces  of  French^ 
eaanon  in  Hydepark,  from  whence  they  were  drawn  in  pro* 
cession  to  the  Tower,  amidst  the  acclamations  of  the  popu^ 
lace.  From  this  pinnacle  of  elation  and  pride  they  were 
precipitated  to  the  abyss  of  despondence  or  dejection,  by  the 
account  of  the  miscarriage  at  St.  Cas,  which  buoyed  up  the 
^irits  of  the  French  in  the  same  proportion.  The  people 
of  that  nation  began  to  stand  in  need  of  some  such  cordial 
after  the  losses  they  had  sustained,  and  the  ministry  of 
Versailles  did  not  fail  to  make  the  most  of  this  advantage  ; 
tkey  published  a  pompous  narrative  of  the  batde  at  St.  Cas, 
and  magnified  into  a  mighty  victory  the  puny  check  which 
they  had  given  to  the  rearguard  of  an  inconsiderable  de- 
tachment. The  people  received  it  with  implicit  belief, 
because  it  was  agreeable  to  their  passions,  and  congratula- 
ted themselves  upon  their  success  in  hyperboles,  dictated  by^ 
that  vivacity  so  peculiar  to  the  French  nation.  Indeed, 
fhcse  are  artifices  jyhich  the  ministers  of  every  nation  find 
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it  Dccessaiy  to  lue  at  certain  oMijuDetufcs,  in  goveroh^  die 
torbolcDt  and  eaprioious  aiiukitode.     After  the  misicNtune 
at  St»  Cas,  nothing  farther  iras  aftrrmpDrdl  hy  diat  anna- 
HKnt;  nor  was  any  enterprise  of  iniportanee  achieved  by 
the  British  ships  in  Europe  flivtngp  the  coarse  of  this  sum- 
mer.    The  cruisers^  however,  still  continiied  active  and 
alert*     Captain  Hervey,  in  the  ship  Monmooth,  destroyed 
a  French  ship  of  forty  guns  in  the  island  of  Malta ;  an  ex* 
ploit  of  which  the  Maltese  loudly  complained,  as  a  vicdatk>n 
of  their  neutrality.     Ahoot  twenty^ sail  of  small  French 
vessels  were  driven  ashore  on  the  rocks  of  Bretagne,  by 
some  cruisei^  belonging  to  the   fleet  commanded  by  lord 
Anson,  after  a. smart  engagement  with  two  frigates,  under 
whose  convo)''  they  sailed.      In  the  month  of  November  the 
Belliqueux,  a  French  ship  of  war,  mounted  with  sixly*four 
guns,  having,  by  mistake,  run  up  St.  George's  channel,  and 
anchored  in  Lundy  road.    Captain  Saumarez,  of  the  Ante* 
lope,  then  lying  in   Kiagroad,   immediately  weighed  and 
went  ia  quest  of  her,  according  to  the  advice  he  had  received. 
When  he  appeared,  the  French  captain  heaved  up  his-anchor, 
and  made  a  show  of  preparing  for  an  engagement;  but  soon 
hauled  down  his  colours,  and,  without  firing  a  shot,  surren* 
dered,  with  a  complement  of  four  hjondred  and  seventeen 
men,  to  a.  ship  of  inferior  force,  both  in  number  of  hands 
and  weight  of  metal.     By  this  time  the  English  privateers 
swarmed  to  such  a  degree  in  the  channel,  that  scarce  a 
French  vessel  durst  quit  the  hat bour,'and  consequendy  there 
was  little  or  no  booty   to  be  obtained.      In  this  dearth  of 
legal  prizes,  some  of  the  adventurers,  were-tempted  to  com- 
mit acts  of  piracy,  and  actuall)''  rifled  the  ships  of  neutral 
nations.     A  Du^ch  vessel,  having  on  board  the  baggage  and 
domestics  belonging  to  the  marquis  de  Pignatelli,  ambassa*- 
dor  from  the  court  of  Spain  to  the  king  of  Denmark,  was 
boarded  three  times  successively  by  the  crews  of  three  dif- 
ferent privateers,  who  forced  the  hatches,   rummnged  the 
hold,  broke  open  and  rifled  the  trunks  and  hoses  of  the  am- 
bassador,  insulted   and  even  cruelly  bruised  his  officers, 
stripped  his  domestics,  and  carried  off  his  effects,  together 
with  letters  of  credit,  and  a  bill  of  exchange.     Complaints 
of  these  outrages  being  made  to  the  court  of  London,  the 
lords  of  the  admiralty  promised,  in  the  gazette,  a  reward  of 
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.five  hundred  pounds,  without  deduction,  to  any  person  who 
shoidd  discover  the  offbnders  concerned  in  these  acts  of 
fimtcy*  Some  of  "them*  were  detected  accordingly,  and 
brought  to  cdndign  pihiishment. 

i      ^  LII#  The  Dtttch  had  for  some  time  carried  on  a  very* 
o^Baktemtte  traSc,  not  onfy  in  taking  the  fair  advantages  of 
Ikek  fieatfality,  but  also  in  supplying  the  Frenfch  with  naval 
ilXMres,  and  tvantporttng  the  prdduce  of  the  French  sugar 
eAloflies  to  Eur^^pe,  ae  carriers  hired  by  the  proprietors. 
1^  EngH^  govemm^t^  incensed  at^'^is  unfaii^  commerce, 
jvFoseeated  with  4sudi  ^agrant  partiality  for  their  enemies, 
issued  oi4ers  for  the  cruisers  to  arrest  aH  ships  of  neutral 
^wers  i^at  should  have  French  property  6u  board ;  and 
idnese  orders  were   executed   with  rigour  and  severity.     A 
girsot  imaaber  o£  Doidi  ships  were  taken,  and  condemned  as 
fegtd  pris^,  both  ta  Engiand  and  Jamaica :  sometimes  th,e 
wmnet^met  with  hard  measure,  and  some  crews  ^were  treat- 
ed wkh  insolence  and  barbarity*     The  subjects  of  the  Uni- 
ted ProviBces  raised  a  load   clamour  a^inst  the  English, 
fcNT  having,  by  th^e  captures,  violated  the  law  of' nations, 
and  the  paruculs»r  treaty  of  commerce  subsisting  between 
Great  JSntain  and  the  repi^blicr  Remonstrances  were  made 
ta  4ie  En^sh  ministry,  who  expostulated,  in  their  turn, 
ifcitb  the  deputies  of  the  states  general ;  and  the  two  nations 
UNSre  ii^Baaied  against  each  other  with  the  most  bitter  ani- 
i|piOsity4     The  British  resident  at  the  Hague,  in  a  confer- 
ence with  the  sta^s,  represented,  that  the  king  his  master 
G04»ld  not  hope  to  see  peace  speedily  veestkblished,  if  the 
neutral  princes  should  assume  a  right  of  carrying  on  the 
.  trade  of  his  enemies ;  that  he  expected,  from  their  known 
justice,  and  the  allianee  by  which  they  were  so  nearly  con- 
nected with  his  subjects,  they  would  honestly. abandon  this 
fraudulent  commerce,  and  agree  that  naval  stores  should  be 
cpmprebended  in  the  class  of  contraband  commodities*    He 
answered  some  articles  of  the  complaints  they  had  made  with 
ai)  appearance  of  candour  and  moderation ;  declared  his  ma* 
jesty's  abhorrence  of  the  violences  which  had  been  committed 
upon  t)ie  subject^  of  the  United  Provinces,  explained  the 
steps  which  hadT  been  taken  by  the  English  government  to 
bring  the  offenders  to  justice,  as  well  as  to  prevent  such 
outrages  for  the  future ;  and  assured  them  that  his  Britan- 
Vol.  III.  A  a  a  a 
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oic  mMJasty  had  noCfaiiig  more  at  heart  thdfe  lb 
maiotaia,  in  full  force,  the  animd  coaideace  wad 
thip  by  trhieh  the  aMriciaie  powers  of  En^bMd  and  Hoi- 
land  had  been  so  k>og  united. 

f  LIII.  Thete  profassioiis  €if  esteoan  awl  aiectioa 
not  suiEcient  to  quiet  the  minda,  a«d  ipprarr  the 
meot  of  the  Dutch  merchants :  and  the  French  fmety^  wlaah 
was  both  numerous  and  powerfal,  employed  att  their  ait 
and  influence  to  exasperate  their  passions,  and  widen  die 
breach  between  the  two  nations.     The  court  €£  Vcnattles 
did  not  fail  to  seize  this  opportunity  of  iasinoatioai  while,' 
on  one  hand,  their  ministers  and  emissaries  in  IMiand  en- 
aggersted  th^  indignities  and  ii\jories  which  the  states  had 
sustained  from  the  insolence  and  rapact^  c^  the  English ; 
they,  on  the  other  hand,  flattered  and  cajoled  them  irifh  * 
little  advantages  in  trade,  and  formal  professions  of  re8pect» 
9ucb  waa  the  memorial  delivered  by  the  coont  d'Affry,  »• 
timatitig  th4t  the  empress  queen  bebg  under  an  ahsolme 
necessity  of  employing  aU  het  forces  to  defend  her  heredi* 
tary  dominions  in  Germany,  she  bad  been  obliged  to  with* 
draw  her  troops  from  Qstend  and  Nieupan ;  and  applied  lo 
the  French  king*  as  her  ally  nearest  at  band,  to  garrison 
these  two  places,  which,  however,  should  be  restored  at  die 
p^ace,  or  sooner,  should  her  Imperial  majesty  think  proper* 
The  spirit  of  the  Putch  merchants,  at  this  juncture,  and 
their  sentiments  with  respect,  to  England,  appeared  w^ 
very  high  cQlouring  in  a  memorial  to  the  state^general,  sub- 
scribed by  two  hundred  and  si:i^ty*nine  traders,  composed 
and  presented  with  equal  secrecy  and  eircumsfiection.     In 
this  famous  remon^traQce  they  oomplaiBed,  that  the  viokn- 
ces^and  unjust  depredations  committed  hy  the  English  diiips 
of  war  and  privateers  on  the  vesaeU  and  effects  of  them  and 
their  fellow  subjects,  were  not  only  continued,  but  daily  mul- 
tiplied i  and  cruelty  aind  ei^cess  carried  to  such  a  pi^b  of 
wiunton  barbarity,  that  the  petitioners  were  forced  to  im- 
plore the  ssss^istance  of  their  high  mightinesses  to  pro^ct,  in 
the  most  eftiq^ctous,  manner,  the  commerce  and  nayigatioii, 
vrhich   v^ere   the  two  sinews    of  the   republic,     for  this 
necessary  piurpp^e  they  offered  to  conu-ibute  e^ch  his  con- 
tiinge9,t,  and  to^  arn\  at  theit:  owa  charge  i  and  other  pcopo* 
slupns  were  m^dip  for  m.  mm>^ih%e  aogmeatatioa  of  the 
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marines  Whfle  this  party  industriously  exerted  all  their 
power  and  credit  to  eflfect  a  rupture  widi  England,  dte 
princess  govetnante  employed  all  her  interest  a^  address 
to  divert  them  from  this  object,  and  alarm  them  with 
respect  to  the  power  and  designs  of  France ;  against  %hich 
she  earnestly  eidiorted  them  to  augment  their  military  forpes 
by  land,  that  they  might  be  prepared  to  defend  themselves 
against  all  invasion.  At  the^ame  time  she  spared  no  pains 
to  adjust  the  differences  between  her  husband's  country  and 
her  father's  kingdom ;  and,  without  doubt,  her  healing  coun- 
sels were  of  great  efficacy  in  preventing  matters  frpm  coming 
to  a  very  dangerous  extremity. 


END  OF  THE  THIRD  VOLUME. 
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